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Love  is  strong  as  death  ; 

The  passion  thereof  is  hard  as  Sheol: 
Its  heat  is  the  heat  of  fire, 

A  very  flame  of  the  Lord! 

Many  waters  cannot  quench  love, 
Neither  can  the  floods  drown  it: 

If  a  fttan  would  give  all  the  substance  of  his 
house  for  love, 
He  would  utterly  be  despised. 


PREFACE 


The  present  volume,  ns  its  name  implies,  is  iiJtetuled  for 
use  in  Jewish  hompi^.  There  are  many  parciita  whit  are 
unwilling  to  place  the  Bible,  put  et  simple,  iu  the  hands  of 
their  children.  Moreover,  mere  extnicts  from  the  Bible 
without  comment  will  hardly  Butt  them  any  better.  They 
want  some  help  towards  its  explanation.  It  is  nut  dilEcult 
to  see  why. 

Thfse  people  i]0  longer  believe  that  every  word  in  tht' 
Bible  is  historically  accurate,  nor  lire  they  unaware  that 
there  are  many  varieties  or  de^^reea  in  its  ethical  and  re- 
ligious teaching.  Some  things  in  the  Bible  seem  morally  and 
reUgiouslyoii  a  far  higher  level  than  other  things.  Some  laws 
of  the  Pentateuch  seem  to  them  temporary  and  obsolescent, 
others  pennanent  and  abiding.  Though  they  may  not  have 
read  a  single  book  on  Biblical  criticiBm  or  theology,  they 
know  that  the  great  scholars  of  to-day  think  very  differently 
about  the  age  and  authorship  of  the  books  of  the  Bible  from 
what  was  thought  about  them  by  their  own  teachers  or 
parents.  They  are  well  aware  that  it  ia  now  widely  main- 
tained by  the  best  authorities  that  Mosca  did  not  write  the 
entire  Pentateuch,  and  that  it  is  not  the  work  of  one  author 
or  of  one  age,  but  of  nmny  authors  and  many  ages.  They 
hnve  heard  that  few  scholars  now  believe  that  Da^id  or 
Solomon  wrote  many,  and  that  many  scholars  believe  that 
they  MTote  none,  of  the  Psalms  or  Proverbs  which  bear  their 
name.  It  is  not  an  unfamiliar  fact  to  them  that  many  of  the 
prophecies  were  not  and  never  can  be  fulfilled. 
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Tqe  present  volume,  as  its  name  mipllcs,  is  interidec]  for 
use  in  Jewish  homes.  There  are  many  parents  who  aitr 
unwUling^  to  place  tlie  Bible,  jmr  H  mmplf.,  in  tide  hanclR  of 
their  children.  Moreover,  mere  extracts  from  the  Bible 
without  comment  will  hardly  suit  them  any  hetter.  They 
want  some  help  towards  its  explanation.  It  is  not  difficult 
to  see  why. 

These  people  no  lon^^er  believe  that  every  word  in  tht* 
Bible  is  historically  ac;cunite,  nor  iiru  they  unaware  that 
there  are  many  varieties  or  degrees  in  its  ethical  and  re- 
ligious teaching.  Some  things  in  the  Bible  seem  morally  and 
religiously  on  a  far  higher  level  than  other  tliinga.  Some  laws 
of  the  Pentateuch  seem  to  them  temporary  and  obsolescent, 
oUierii  permanent  and  abiding.  Though  they  may  not  have 
read  a  single  book  on  Biblical  criticism  or  theology,  they 
know  that  the  great  acholars  of  to-ilay  think  very  diiJerently 
about  the  age  and  autliorship  of  the  books  of  the  Bible  from 
what  was  thought  about  them  by  their  own  teachers  or 
parents.  They  arc  well  aware  that  it  is  now  widizly  main- 
tained by  the  best  authorities  that  Moses  did  not  write  the 
entire  Pentateuch,  and  that  it  is  not  the  work  of  one  author 
or  of  one  age,  but  nf  many  authors  and  many  ages.  They 
have  heard  that  few  acholars  now  believe  that  Dand  or 
Solomon  wrote  many,  imd  that  many  scholars  believe  that 
they  wrote  none,  of  the  Psalms  or  Proverbs  which  bear  their 
name.  It  is  not  an  unfamiliar  fact  to  them  that  many  of  the 
prophecies  were  not  and  never  can  be  fulfilled. 
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It  ia  for  people  such  as  these  and  for  their  children  timt 
this  volume  has  been  composed.  It  was  primarily  begiin  from 
the  necessity  oF  doing  Bomctluiig  for  the  Biblical  inRtruction 
of  my  own  bay,  but  when  I  was  once  at  work,  my  imagiimry 
audience  became  wider,  though  hardly  less  definite.  For 
the  persona  1  have  deacribed  seem  quite  familiar  to  me. 

They  are  naturally  in  great  diflicultics  as  to  what  they 
shall  (or  ahall  not)  say  to  their  children  uIkiuI  the  Bible. 
Perhaps  the  simplest  (though  not  the  noblest)  plan,  which 
will  Bua;geBt  itself,  may  be  to  say  nothing.  Their  children 
will  pick  up  their  knowledge  of  the  Bible  as  they  go  along; 
from  their  professional  teachers,  or  from  their  corapaniona, 
or  from  occasional  attendances  at  a  synagogue.  Perhaps 
they  mil  be  allowed  {at  a  certain  age)  to  read  the  Bible, 
or  an  *  expurgated '  edition  of  it,  by  themselves.  Perhaps 
they  will  be  fed  on  *  Bible  stories.'  The  pjireata  themselves 
will  keep  aloof  from  the  whole  subject  as  much  as  jwssiblp. 
If  they  read  the  Bible  with  their  children  at  all,  they  will 
seek  to  ignore  all  those  ciitical  and  ethical  difficulties  which 
did  not  perplex  and  were  not  visible  to  their  own  parents, 
but  which  do  perplex  and  arc  visible  to  themselves.  They 
will  argue.  Let  the  child,  as  he  grows  up,  hear  or  learn 
about  these  high  matters  for  himself,  and  draw  his  own 
conclusions.  They  may  therefore  be  even  willing  to  imply 
that  every  statement  in  the  Bible  is  historically  accurate,  and 
every  sentiment  of  equal  religious  value. 

But  even  those  who  employ  this  method  of  silence  or 
evasion  %vill  probably  feel  that  it  is  not  free  from  grave 
objection.  For  that  the  Bible  should  be  emphatically  a  book, 
if  not  the  Book,  of  Home  Reading  will  scarcely  be  denied. 
That  parents  should  let  their  children  drift  with  regard  to 
this  book  of  books  is  surely  reprehensible.  They  should  not 
surrender  a  high  responsibility  as  well  as  a  great  privilege. 

On  the  other  hand,  apart  from  the  gi-eat  danger  involved 
in  allowing  the  child  to  'find  out  about  criticism  and  all 
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that*  for  hin]s<^If,  and  apart  from  the  religiotis  recoil  which 
such  a  procedure  may  nowadays  involve,  it  is  lH»th  moniUy 
and  educatiouaUy  very  douhtful  how  far  it  is  advisable 
for  a  parent  to  teach  soniethina;  which  he  does  not  Idmaelf 
believe.  Even  if  he  imply  what  he  does  not  hdieve  rather 
than  assert  it,  nevertheless  his  teaching  will  lack  the  genuine 
ring  of  sincere  interest  and  whoIe-heart<><i  conviction.  It 
will  carry  with  it  little  weight  and  inspiration  ;  though  it  be 
believed  for  a  time,  tlie  Bubsecpient  rebound  and  revolt  muy 
be  dangerous  and  hurtful. 

And  here  it  is  well  to  make  at  once  an  important  dis- 
tinction. It  matters  coin (wni lively  little  if  it  l>e  implied  tliat 
a  given  statement  is  hiatorkaiiy  *  true,'  when  it  is  believed  to 
be  historically  '  false ' ;  but  if  it  1«?  implied  that  it  is  morally 
and  religiously  true,  when  it  is  bL-licved  to  he  nuindly  imd 
religiously  false,  the  injury  done  is  educationally  far  greater. 
For  example.  It  does  not  much  mutter  if  we  imply  that  tlie 
story  of  a  man  called  Samson,  carryitig  the  doors  and  posts 
of  the  city  gates  of  Gaza  on  his  shoulders.  Is  to  our  minds  as 
much  an  lustoric:il  fact  iis  that  on  the  iXth  of  June,  1H15, 
a  battle  was  fought  ui  Belgium  between  the  Kuglish  and  the 
French.  But  it  does  matter  verj*  much  indeed  if,  believing 
that  the  story  of  the  harderung  of  Pharaoh's  lieart  and  of 
the  ten  plagues,  in  its  literal  meaning  and  as  intended  by  the 
narrators,  is  morally  and  religiously  false,  we  make  our 
cluldrcn  believe  it  to  be  morally  uud  religiously  true.  It 
does  not  much  matter  if  we  suflEer  our  children  to  believe 
that  a  certain  man  called  Klisha  made  '  iron  suim,'  but  il 
does  matter  very  seriously  if  we  allow  it  to  be  beheved  that 
God  deliberately  sent  two  she-bears  out  of  a  wood  to  destroy 
forty-two  children  because  they  had  happened  to  say  a  rude 
word  to  a  passing  stranger.  It  does  nuitter  very  seriously  if  we 
allow  the  approving  verdict  which  the  compiler  of  the  Books 
of  Kings  puts  into  God's  mouth  upon  the  series  of  timrders 
committed  by  Jelm  to  pass  unKjuestioned  and  undenied. 
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Plato's  '  outlines  of  theology '  (in  the  second  book  of  the 
Republic)  have  not  yet  lost  their  vulidity  or  power.  *God  is 
good  and  Cod  it?  true':  from  these  canons  or  standards  of 
moral  and  religious  itaaessnient  we  must  ne.ver  conadouBly 
swerve.  In  the  spirit  of  Plato  we  too  might  say  that  many 
stijries  in  the  Bilile  nre  pn>hably  '  untrue,'  '  not  bincause  they 
ueceBSarily  misrepresent  facts,  but  because  the  lapse  of  time 
prevents  us  from  knoiving  whether  any  facts  underlie  tliem' 
(Theory  of  Education  in  the  Republic  of  Plato  by  K.  L. 
Xettlesbip  in  Hefit^nica,  p.  93).  This  kind  of  untruth  is 
educationally  of  mmall  moment  or  concern  to  ua.  But  they 
may  also,  like  the  story  of  Eliaba  and  the  she-bears,  '  be 
untrue  in  another  aiul  moi'e  serious  sense;  they  may  not 
only  veil  our  want  of  historical  knowledge,  they  nuiy  also 
contradict  our  fundamental  ideas  about  the  subjects  of  which 
they  treat ;  tliey  may  lie  not  only  unhistorii'al,  hut  morally  or 
luetaphysicjilly  inconsistent  and  illogical/  If,  for  example, 
'  the  subject-matter  is  the  divine  nature,'  then  since  '  of  this 
nature  ml*  must  luive  a  more  or  less  definite  conception,* 
wherever  any  stoiy  '  contradicts  that  conception,  we  must 
pronounce  it  false  *  in  the  second  and  more  serioua  sense. 
Such  stories,  then,  in  a  Bible  for  Home  Reading  must  either 
be  omitted  altogether  (as  the  '  benr  '  storj'  is  omitted  in  the 
present  book),  or  tlieir  '  falsity  *  must  he  clearly  pointed  out 
(as  e.g.  in  the  present  volume  in  the  ease  of  the  historian's 
estimate  of  King  Jehu). 

My  primary  object,  then,  is  to  help  those  parents  who, 
feeling  the  difficulties  which  1  have  here  indicated  but  brit-fly, 
require  in  the  Biblical  teaching  of  their  children  aid  and 
guidance  from  without.  At  the  same  time  1  hope  that  my 
book  may  also  pn>ve  of  wore  general  utility. 

The  plan  which  I  have  adopted  will  familiarize  children 
from  the  first  with  tJie  actual  words  of  the  Kngliah  Bible. 
My  own  remarks  and  comments,  printed  in  smaller  tj-pe, 
are  partly  explanatory  and  partly  homiletical.     The  passages 
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in  lanjer  type  are  direct  quotations  from  the  Bible.  Whether 
it  he  history,  h-gislution,  or  prophecy,  in  each  case  I  have 
let  the  Bible  speak  for  itself  without  paraphrase  of  my  owm. 
So  fsr  as  the  lai^e  type  passages  are  concerned,  my  work 
m  them  is  limited  to  oniitiainns  and,  occat^ionully.  to 
rearran  jjemen  t. 

The  AuthoHzi'd  ^Vr8ioll  is  the  basis  of  the  translation,  but 
1  have  frequently  corrected  it,  either  where  its  rendering  of  the 
Hebrew  is  almost  certainly  erroneous,  or  where  the  Hebrew 
text,  on  which  tlie  Authorizpd  Version  dcpi^nds,  is  in  all 
probability  corrupt,  or  where,  at  any  rate,  a  better  sense  can 
be  obtained  by  following  the  Septmigint  or  the  conjectural 
emendaUon  of  a  modern  scholar.  But  of  such  emendations 
unsupported  by  the  Septuagint  or  any  other  of  the  Versions 
very  few  have  been  introduced  into  the  present  volume. 
I  do  not,  however,  see  why  parents  and  children  should  not 
have  the  advantage  of  a  good  tratisliLtion  of  tlic  Bible  made 
from  a  tolerably  good  text.  Occasionally  I  have  modernized 
the  phraseologj'  of  the  Authorized  Version,  but  1  have  by 
no  means  been  consistent  on  this  head.  I  regi-et  that  lu  the 
earlier  portions  of  the  Irook  the  paragraphs  are  often  far  too 
long'.  I  did  not  rearizo  this  error  till  it  was  too  late  to 
correct  it.  The  division  into  chapters  and  verses  is  neither 
indicated  nor  followed,  but  the  two  copious  indexes  at  the  end 
will  make  it  perfectly  easy  for  any  one  to  sec  at  a  glance, 
first,  in  what  chapter  and  verses  of  the  Bible  any  large  type 
passage  in  my  book  may  be  found,  and,  secondly,  whether 
any  particular  verse  or  cliapler  in  the  Bible  has  been  included, 
and  if  so,  on  what  page  it  occurs. 

In  so  large  a  work,  for  the  compilation  of  which  I  have 
not  had  a  great  deal  of  leisure,  I  have  naturally  borrowed 
heavily  from  the  labours  of  others.  My  chief  authorities  and 
guides  in  my  departures  from  the  Authorized  Version  have 
been  our  own  wonderful  English  Variorum  Bible,  edited 
{in  the  Old  Testament  portions]  by  Professor  Cheyne  and 
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Professor  Driver,  and  the  no  less  luhninible  German  Bible, 
called  Dw  heilvje  Svhrifi  rfe*  alteit  Tci/tatnejUg  ubernetzt 
und  heraimgcgeben  I'ou  Prof.  E.  Kaiitzsch.  In  quotations 
fmni  Igriiah  and  the  Psalms  I  have  been  specially  aided 
by  the  translations  of  Professor  Cheyne. 

The  present  volume  begins  with  Abraham  and  goes  down 
to  NtJieniiah.  Why  I  begin  with  Abraham,  and  not  with 
the  creation  and  the  atory  of  Paradise,  is  siilTteiently  explained 
in  my  last  chapter,  in  which  excerpts  from  the  first  eleven 
chapters  of  Genesis,  \rith  the  requisite  remarks  and  ex- 
planations, will  be  found.  It  is  enough  to  say  here  that 
I  coiiitider  these  early  chapters  too  full  of  grave  moral  and 
relij^oiiH  difficulties  to  form  a  suitable  ljeginiiin|f. 

A  collection  of  Laws  from  the  Pentateuch  is  given  in  my 
sixth  chapter.  Joshua  and  Judges  (except  the  story  of 
Samson)  are  entirely  omitted ;  tales  of  bloodshed  and 
slaughter,  unredeemed  by  raoral  teaching,  yet  set  too  often 
in  a  pseudo-reli^ous  framework,  are  very  unsuitable  in  a 
Bible  for  Home  Reading.  In  the  history  from  Samuel 
onward  I  have  inserted  many  extracts  from  the  Prophets  in 
their  proper  or  chronological  order.  A  glance  at  the  second 
index  will  show  how  much  of  the  prophetical  literature  is 
included  in  the  present  volume.  Its  successor  will,  1  hope, 
contain  selections  from  the  Psalter,  the  Proverbs,  and  from 
other  books,  the  date  of  which  falls  after  Nehemiah.  In 
that  second  vohrnie  I  trust  to  carry  the  history  down  to  the 
Maccabean  period,  and  to  insert  select  jjortions  from  the 
Apocrj'pha. 

1  have  said  that  the  book  is  intended  for  parents.  But 
it  is  also  Intended  to  be  put  directly  into  the  hands  of  children. 
As  regai-ds  my  own  comments,  they  are  of  varying  difficulty, 
like  the  different  portions  of  the  Bible  itself.  Some  of  them 
could  l>e  understood  by  an  intelligent  child  of  seven  or  eight; 
others  could,  perhaps,  be  only  understood  by  an  intelligent 
child  of  thirteen  or  fourteen.    But  from  my  own  point  of 
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ricwj  ftnd  therefore,  ex  hi/pothe»i^  from  the  point  of  new 
of  the  parents  for  whom  my  book  has  been  prepared,  there 
is  nothing  in  it  which  would  do  a  young  child  any  hami. 
He  wouhl  simply  liiul  thiit  rrrtain  pasKiges  (Imth  in  the 
large  type  and  the  &mall)  were  neither  interesting  uor  iutel- 
ligible  to  him. 

If,  however,  a  child  read  the  last  cimpter  of  the  book 
before  he  can  fully  understand  the  comments  u|K)n  it,  I  hope 
that  the  parent  or  teacher  may  be  able  so  to  simplify  those 
comments  as  to  reach  the  intelligence  of  the  cliild.  If  the 
child  should  happen  to  feel  no  ethical  or  religious  difficulties, 
no  harm  will  be  done.  If  he  does  feel  them,  he  will  certainly 
mention  them  (unless  he  has  been  Improperly  checked),  and 
if  he  does  mention  them,  1  hope  that  my  explanations  may 
provide  tlif  questioned  authority  with  un  adequate  reply. 
It  should  be  added  that  this  preface  can  easily  be  detached 
from  the  Imdy  of  the  Iwok  by  cutting  the  yellow  string 
between  pages  iv  and  v. 

Whether  I  have  attempted  an  impoRsible  combination, 
lime  must  decide.  Mv  aim  h.ts  been  to  combine  criticism 
with  reverence,  truthfulness  with  affection.  There  is  no 
reason  to  my  mind  why  one  cannot  say  as  reverently  that 
the  Pentiiteuch  was  written  by  many  people  as  that  it 
was  written  by  Moses.  A  child  will  accept  tlie  one  state- 
ment as  readily  as  the  other.  And  if  it  kiiows  the  truth 
from  the  lirst.it  will  have  nothing  to  unlearn;  it  will  be 
liable  to  no  shock  or  revelation  from  which  we  may  fear 
recoil.  The  command,  '  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  aa 
thyself,'  is  not  less  great  because  there  are  many  things  in 
the  Bible  on  lower  ethical  levels.  I  have  not  scrupled  to 
point  out  that  we  do  the  Bible  an  ill  turn  by  refusing  to 
indicate  to  the  child  what  is  less  good  in  it  and  what  is  more. 
The  noblest  and  grandest  passages  shine  out  all  the  more 
resplendently  if  differences  of  worth  are  freely  recognized. 
The  inspiration  of  the  letter  of  iScripture  is  not  a  dogma 
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which  commends  itself  to  the  growinp  thought  of  the  world  or 
of  Jiiiluisiii.  Yet  I  trust  thiitachihl  whose  rtilgious  training 
is  based  on  my  'Bible  for  Home  Reading'  will  learn  to 
love  the  Bible  with  a  love  at  once  emotional  and  intelligent. 
The  growth  of  religious  ideas  will  prove  as  intereHtiiig  to  him 
as  the  history  of  the  people  among  whom  these  ideas  ripened 
iind  developed.  Throughout  the  nurnitive  hia  uttentJuii  will 
be  directed  to  the  great  moral  and  religious  truths,  the  sura 
of  which  constitute  uUke  the  essence  of  the  Bihle  and  the 
creed  of  Judiiisui.  lie  will  IcJirii  how  readily  they  detach 
themselves  from  auy  drosa  or  alloy  by  which  they  may  be 
surrounded,  or  from  the  temporary  or  obsolete  setting  in 
whii'h  at  the  first  they  may  have  been  presented  to  the 
world,  lie  will  be  taught  to  recognize  them  easily,  to  hold 
them  fast  and  to  hold  them  dear.  Such  a  presentation  of 
the  Bible  is,  1  take  it,  a  reasonable  tribute  in  the  service  of 
Htm  who  is  not  only  the  God  of  Goodness,  but  also  the 
God  of  Truth. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  nsy  pleasant  duty  to  acknowledge  very 
gratefully  the  valuable  help  which  I  have  received  from  four 
friends  in  the  course  of  my  work.  These  four  friends  are 
Mrs.  N^ithaniel  Cohen,  Mrs.  Morris  Joseph,  Miss  Esther 
Lawrence,  and  Mr.  Israel  Abrahams.  Each  of  these  read 
through  the  whole  book  in  proof,  and  made  numerous 
excellent  suggestions,  many  of  which  1  have  been  able  to 
adopt.  Occasionally  I  have  mentioned  my  debt,  but  far 
more  often  I  have  used  their  advice  without  special  acknow- 
ledgement. It  has  been  a  great  stimulus  and  encouragement 
to  carry  on  my  work  witli  the  sympathy  and  counsel  of 
critics  80  wise  and  discerning.  I  now  tender  to  all  four  very 
hearty  and  grateful  thanks.  They  would,  perhaps,  like  me 
to  add  that  they  are  in  no  sense  responsible  for  my  work,  nor 
must  it  be  assumed  that  they  approve  of  every  part  of  it. 

ApHi,  1S96. 
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THE 
BIBLE   FOR   HOME   READING 


CHAPTER  I 

§  I.  Tnis  first  chapter  is  introduclory.  In  it  I  bIiiiIII  tell  yuu 
BonietJjinor  of  the  Bible  generally,  wlini  it  is  about,  wiien  it  wns 
writtou,  aiitl  l»y  whom.  First  of  all,  what  does  the  word  Bible 
tneaii !  It  is  a  Greek  wunl,  and  it  simply  means  hook.  The 
liooks  of  the  Giteks  were  written  on  luiiluriul  mnde  from  ii.  pJaut 
called  '  Bobios,'  and  honcH  books  were  oalled  '  Bibloi  '  or  Bihliii. 
'Bible'  then  means  bonk;  the  ^  Bible'  in  tlic  'bnnk.'  lint  we 
must  put  the  accent  oti  the  little  wo^l  'the.'  The  Bilile  is  the 
hock.  If  you  know  Kreucli,  you  will  mideistaml  that  wa  ahoulJ 
rightly  call  thi«  Biljlo,  t/ic  book  par  excdleiice.     AjiJ  wLy  ? 

Because  the  Itihte  is  the  best  niid  most  iinportnut  hook  iu  the 
world.  The  Bihtie  wn«  all  written  in  Aeia,  but  its  Jnfluo]ii:e  Imn 
been  greatest  aud  widest  in  Europti  and  in  nil  European  iJ«ttlc;- 
jnents.  such  as  the  )ivv:v,\.  and  ever-growing  '  settlemt-ut '  of  the 
TTiiited  Stnt^^s  of  Americii.  Fur  Euro|ie,  Aniericii,  AuetraliR,  the 
Bible  is.  as  J  have  said,  the  mofit  importiint  hook  (hiit  ha.i  ever 
heeu  written.  In  days  to  \w  it  will  pc'rhapH  bect>tn«  so  for  Asia 
ami  Africa  as  well.  I  cannot  fully  explain  to  you  here  and  now  iu 
what  waya  it  lias  been  the  most  important  hook.  Still  I  can  sny 
thin.  It  has.  taught  penpie  nioi-e  and  belpel  people  more  ;  it  has 
luatle  them  better,  gentlwr,  nobler  thati  any  other  hook  has  done.  It 
has  t«U!jht  them  niorL*  about  the  most  inipoi-tant  things.  In  it  not 
wonderful  1  The  Bible  was  writleu,  as  you  will  hear,  very  lung 
ago  by  people  who,  iu  all  sovta  of  wiiys,  WL^re  very  diftereiit  not 
only  troni  ourjelvfs  to-day  but  frnm  most  of  the  races  and  men 
who  have  heurd  :md  read  it.  And  yet,  nutwithatamling  thestj 
diiTereiicea,  they  have  all  been  helped  by  it.     The  reason  is  that 
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the  Bible  speake  nf  ttiinga  which  nre  common  to  rII,  ftiid  spcalfs  of 
Ihem  in  a  grand,  pimple,  and  triitlifiil  way,  which  ha^  apjiwilet]  to 
men  of  all  races  aud  timem.  In  dauber  and  difficulty,  in  trouble 
and  aoiTow,  there  is  du  bonk  which  has  bc'en  a  greater  cumfoit  mid 
EtreDglh  tliHD  the  Bible. 

Now  I  have  Epoken  of  the  Bible  as  a  hook.  But  though  it  is 
n  book  in  one  ^ense  it  is  not  a  Ijook  in  auothei'.  It  ih  not  ohh 
hook,  hut  many  books  rolleeted  tojjclhcr  and  bound  up  iu  a  single 
volume.  But  as  tliey  have  been  folltfted  together  juat  aa  thuy 
HOW  art;  for  about  2,000  yeais,  we  f-jwnk  of  them  not  Improperly  n» 
One  book.  Just  as  the  Bible  contains,  and  is  mfide  np  of.  many 
books,  go  tha»e  hooks  are  not  all  of  one  kind.  Wc  have  history, 
poetry,  proverbs,  etories,  bymna,  and  spL'eclits  in  that  woiiderfiil 
aud  mauy-&ided  whole  we  call  the  Bible.  All  these  books  wire 
not  written  at  one  and  the  same  time.  Indeed  eometimes  the 
parts  of  a  single  book  were  written  at  different  times,  inde- 
pendently of  each  other,  iind  then  pieced  together  by  somebody 
else  later  on.  Feuplc'b  idea  of  a  bunk  then  was  eoiuething  very 
difTtjrent  fium  peojilt-'ft  idea  of  a  book  now.  There  was  no  printing 
then  ;  a  Iwok  was  writteji  on  scrolls,  which  were  not  cheap  to  buy 
like  paper  to-day.  One  man  wrote  something  and  Homebody  else 
added  to  it,  and  so  a  hook  grew  up  gradually,  like  some  old  castle 
iu  England  of  which  part  belongs  to  one  peiioii,  and  jmrt  to 
another,  and  a  third  to  another  still. 

The  Bible  has  ln^en  what  it  is  now  for  about  2,000  years. 
Kipht  hundred  years  bei'ore  that  there  was  probably  no  part  of 
it  ill  existence.  That  ia  to  my,  it  took  about  Soo  years  fur 
the  Bible  to  grow  up.  Some  (hut  not  much)  was  written  aliout 
2,800  years  ago,  some  (but  not  murb)  was  written  not  more  than 
2,000  years  .igo,  so  that  between  its  oldest  and  newest  parts  there 
ia  a  difiereiice  of  800  years.  Think  what  a  long  time  this  is  1 
In  1066  the  Battle  of  llaeliiiffB  was  fought,  and  Williara  the 
Conqueror  became  King  of  Knglnnd.  In  1866  Victnria  wag 
England's  Queen.  Imngine  a  hook  begun  while  \Villiam  the 
Conqueror  wa*i  King  of  Knghnul  iinJ  tini«lieil  while  Victoria  was 
Queen,  and  you  have  an  idea  how  long  it  took  before  the  Bible 
Was  finished.  We  must  expect  to  find,  and  We  do  find,  great 
difl'erenwB  of  ^tyle  and  opinion  in  a  hook  of  which  the  oldest  bits 
were  wiitten  800  years  before  the  latest  bits,  and  parts  of  which 
were  written  iu  each  Bet  of  hundred  years  between  the  beginning 
and  the  end.  How  difl'trenily  people  think  and  feel  now  from 
what  they  thought  and  felt  in  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror! 
But  we  shall  find  that  on  some  very  important  things  the  oldest 
and  newest  and  in-between  parte  of  the  Bibla  think  the  same,     Iu 
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William  tlie  Conqueror's  time  poofile  thought  courofie  a  virloc 

and  faisehofvti  a  vice,  and  peoplp  tliiiik  tlie  sftme  iijider  Victoria. 

Did  you  notice  the  words  '  tetweeu  llie  }»«;*iiiiiiiig  and  tlia  emi' 
with  lA-iiicli  a  seuteuce  a  few  lilies  above  finished  up  I  This  did 
not  lucuu  thdt  if  you  were  1^  ujit-u  h  lliblc  now,  tbu  oldest  bit 
iR  on  the  first  page,  and  the  latent  bit  in  on  the  last.  Hy  uo  ijieaiie. 
Tlie  agett  iire  juinbted  t^tgether,  nnd  nioHt  of  the  many  honks  which 
make  up  the  one  book,  the  Bible,  are  themselves  yrtnatha.  with  old 
bits  ill  tliera  mul  new  bits  and  iu-bctwet-D  liits  as  well. 

The  Bible  is  almost  all  wiittuo  in  Hebrew.  Of  coarec  tlie 
Mebrew  of  the  oldest  piecpH  in  not  q^uite  the  pame  as  the  Hebivw 
of  the  latet^t  piecea,  but  the  languugu  chiLTJg<.'d  more  Klowly  than 
Euglihh.  Even  Chaucer,  who  ia  uuly  500  ycaid  old,  is  more 
different  from  tbe  KujiUbh  uf  (juecn  Victoria  than  the  Hebrew 
of  the  iilrlust  part  of  the  Bible  diflerp  from  the  Hebrew  of  the 
latest  part.  The  Ht^brew  Bible  bus  beeu  traiielated  into  doxeiis 
and  dozens  of  diflereiit  langitaHet*,  but  it  Ja  much  the  best  thing 
tu  TLtid  i(  iti  the  liinguiige  iu  which  it  was  written.  Our  English 
translation  is  a  very  uobte  one,  but  the  original  Hebrew  ia  nobler 
atill.  Tlie  OermanBhave  aveiy  fine  traiiElation  of  the  great  Englisli 
poet  Shakespeare,  but  most  Germfius  who  are  very  fond  of  poetry 
and  like  Shakespeare  learn  to  read  hiui  iu  Enj^lisli.  And  I  hope  tliat 
yoo,  ill  the  sume  way,  will  leuru  to  read  the  Bible  iii  Hebrew. 

§  1,  Now  though  the  Bible  is  made  up  of  many  liooks,  there 
we  several  other  reasona  why  we  may  uevertlielehU  apeak  of  it 
as  oue  book,  besides  the  I'easi'ou  that  these  many  booku  have  been 
oollecteil  aud  bound  up  loffether  fur  eomu  z,ooo  years.  Let  us 
now  see  what  thet^e  re-awns  ate. 

First  of  all,  (he  Bible  whb  all  writteu  by  man  of  the  same  nation 

'snd  people.  Secondly,  a  great  jjottiou  of  it  has  to  do  with  the 
history  of  that  one  nation,  and  it  dues  not  deal,  except  quite 
inci'Ientally,  with  the  histofy  of  any  other.  Thirdly,  in  spite  of 
much  variety,  there  is  in  llie  Bible  a  eertain  nuity  too,  Tim 
poetry,  for  instance,  is  nminly  of  oue  kind;  it  lirdiQionn  poetry. 
The  proverbs  itre  mainly  <>i  one  toit  too.  TJie  bialory  is  not  told 
for  liistoryB  sake,  but  for  u  partieuhir  object.     It  ia  not  no  nuieli 

'  tohl  to  teJl  people  certain  fanta  as  to  tench  them  the  moral  which 
to  the  writers  seemed  to  undeHiu  those  facts.  The  Bible  lias  to 
do  with  two  great  subjects,  which,  taken  together,  aud  iu  cou- 
nexiou  with  euuh  other,  make  up  wlwt  we  call  Kclij^ion.  (Hence 
the  poetry  of  the  ?ible  is,  as  I  said  jnet  now,  religious  poetry.) 

'  Theae  two  great  suhjecta  ai-e  Oooduet-s  and  God. 

The  Bible  tells  ua  about  GckI  aud  Gooduess ;  thia  is  wliat  gives 

u  a 
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to  it  itFi  uuity.  This  is  \irliat  gives  to  it  its  nnir^ue  vnlnc.  No 
otlicr  Ijook  has  fold  men  ro  well  and  so  truly  i>f  fjwodiieM  and 
(loil  an  tlie  BibJp.  All  that  It  hhvs  at>out  tJod  and  nil  that  it  says 
ftbout  goodness  is  uol  indeed  of  equiil  vahie  and  of  ♦■(iiiiil  titith: 
there  are  degrees  of  exfollciicc  mul  of  worth.  Bui,  taken  as 
ft  whole,  no  othw  hook  has  ei)oken  nnrl  Btill  fpeakn  of  God  and 
goodnpRS  as  this  honk,  the  Bihic.  And  this  ia  what  has  made 
the  Bil)le  prL'cioua  aud  heloved  throuph  so  many  agca  and  to  so 
many  very  differeot  pL'oples.  For  God  imJ  GrOudiiesB  can  never 
grow  okl-  Men  and  women  always  want  to  k3iow  about  them, 
and  in  this  respect  one  age  is  the  eame  aa  another.  Tlio  poetry 
of  the  Bible  is  often  veiy  hi^autiful,  but  meu  have  not  loved  it  for 
its  beauty.  Its  atoriea  are  oflen  very  intvrL'ntinjf,  but  men  have 
not  read  thim  ngiiin  and  again  for  their  interi'ttingiices.  Its 
prnvf-rhs  are  often  very  wise,  hut  men  have  not  learnt  them  for 
t.hiMr  wisdom.  Its  history  records  many  facts,  but  men  have  not 
greatly  cared  for  the  facts.  Just  us  the  writers  cured  for  the 
'  munil '  more  than  fur  the  facts  (jirnl  the  later  the  hi^to^ialle  the 
less  they  cared  for  the  fncts  and  the  more  for  the  moral ),  ro  its 
readers  have  always  cared  foi;  the  history  of  tho  Bible  because  they 
found  in  it  something  which  told  them  about  God  and  goodness, 
alwut  virtue  atid  vice,  holiuesa  and  sin,  about  God's  rule  in  the 
world  and  how  he  governs  it  for  tlie  best. 

I  3.  The  subject  of  the  Bihie.  then,  is  Goodness  and  God.  It 
was  written  in  Hehrrw  6y  Hcbrt-ws  and  {jrimarily  ffjT  Uebrcwa. 
Hebrew  was  the  name  of  a  people  (as  English  is  tiie  name  of 
IL  pt!Ople),  who  were  afterwards  called  Jews. 

I  who  write  this  book  and  you  who  read  it  are  Jews.  Perhaps 
some  (jf  our  great  great  great  (and  30  on)  fathers  wrote  a  bit  of  the 
Bible  itself.  But  we  do  not  now  sjieak  Hebrew.  We  talk  and 
(ipeak  English,  and  we  are  English  people.  Later  on  you  will 
come  to  underatund  hotter  how  we  arc  both  Engliahmeu  and  Jews. 
There  are  people  wlio  ure  both  Italians  aud  Jews,  others  who  are 
both  Genimns  and  Jews,  and  bo  011.  At  present,  tJien,  I  will 
merely  say  this  :  that  ynn  and  T  are  Jews,  and  that  the  Rible  was 
written  by  Jews  and  for  Jews,  and  tellts  uj+  about  Jews.  Therefora 
the  Bible  specially  appeals,  and  is  most  ajieciaHy  interesting,  to 
Jews.  Shatespeme  is  a  world-poet  (nil  who  cure  for  pnetry  love 
Shftkespeare),  Hut  he  ia  perhaps  i[uitH  especially  adosed  by  English 
people.  The  Bible  is  a  world-hooic  (all  who  care  for  j^^ooduess  and 
God  love  the  Bible),  hut  it  ia  perlmps  quite  especially  adored  by 
Jews.  You  now  see  why.  It  tells  about  their  early  history  and 
doings.     It  waa  written  by  them,  and,  iu  the  first  place,  for  them. 
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But  as  we  Euglieiimen  nre  nglitly  proud  of  RhakespeHi-c,  whom 
luvers  uf  povtry  in  ull  cDuiilrit'B  lliiulj  to  be  one  of  tlie  grtalest,  if 
not  the  greateft  pwet  who  ever  lived,  to  Jews  are  riijlitly  pmud  of 
the  Bil)!(?,  M-lncIi  lovci  b  of  goodneee  anfl  God  think  to  be  tie  greatest 
relifriou-book  in  all  the  world. 

Tbe  Btltle,  I  say.  t<;Ilti  us  sumethiug  uf  the  early  liietory  of  IhEi 
Jews,  or  !U*brew8  ns  tiiuy  wirre  (lieu  culled.  It  was  written  loug 
ago  and  it  telLi  oF  long  ago,  for  the  very  latest  worda  of  the  Bible 
wfi-e  written  »ome  one  huudnni  years  before  Julius  Caesar  laiidftl 
in  Britiiiu,  and  he  landed,  us  you  kuow,  about  ekveii  hundred  yeara 
before  the  buttle  yf  Ha'stinirs. 

Now  let  ma  bring  together  two  main  thinge  which  I  lisve  said. 

(i)  The  Bible  tells  ne  of  Uod  and  GnudneM. 

{2)  The  Bible  was  written  by  .Tewp,  alwut  Jewn,  and  for  JewF. 

Heiioo  you  see  that,  as  the  BiUe  luis  (*ilJ  the  men  of  Eurojie 
and  America  and  Anstndin  the  nicw-t  of  what  litey  believe  about 
CJod,  and  mnch  which  they  believe  nboiit  goodiieRs,  it  is  the  Jews 
who  have  heeu  tlie  gi-eat  world- If ac hers  aiw>ut  gouduess  aud  God. 
And  this  is  really  so.  Muyt.  aud  the  very  bet-t.  of  what  men  believe 
about  Gud,  and  a  very  great  dwd  uf  (he  very  host  at  vcbaL  ihey  kiiOW 
and  believe  aliout  f^t>odiiefi8,  wne  wiitten  by  Jews  and  Ib  found  in  the 
Bilite.  It  \»  the  Bible,  and  through  the  Bible  it  in  the  .Tewtt,  who 
have  tauglit  men  not  utily  to  love  Gud  and  to  love  gomlnciis,  but  to 
see  that  the  love  of  goodness  Is  part  aud  parcel  of  the  love  of  God. 

§  4.  You  may  perhapa  ask :  How  did  the  Hebrews— the  men 
[who  wrot«  the  Biblt — get  to  kuuw  m  mucli  and  so  well  about  God 
^ftbd  goodness  { 

That  Rounds  an  easy  tjuei^tion,  hot  it  is  really  a  difiieult  one. 

I  cannot  aiittwer  it  fully  because  I  do  not  fully  know.     The  bent 

answer  I  can  give  is  this,  that  it  was  God  wlio  t«dd  thtni  wbjit 

tliey  have  told  us.     It  waa  by  God's  help  and  will  tbut  they  wrote 

(about  him  and  about  goodness  tbo  noble  wards  which  we  read  in  (he 

[Bible. 

Let  me  explain  what  I  mean  a  little  more  clearly. 
If  theic  were  no  Uod,  we  slioiild  iiot  know  anything  about  him. 
If  there  were  no  God  there  wuuld  be  no  goodness.      I  believe  that 
thJB  ifi   perhaps    the  mnet    important    seutenee,   teUiug    the    nicst 
important  truth,  in  all  the  world. 

But  when  I  say  'it  waa  God  who  told  theru,'  I  do  not  mean  that 

•  lie  told  them  iu  the  shuid  way  that  1  miybt  tell  you  about  a  strange 

^iish  on  the  south  coast  of  Afriea  which  you  had  never  seen  or  heiinl 

>r  thought  of.     God  did  not  tell  them,  and  doi^s  not  tell  us,  things 
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in  tlint  way.  He  does  not  pour  knowledge  into  us  ns  we  poor 
water  into  an  empty  bottle.  He  lias  t^'wvu  U9  ihe  powor  unci  Uio 
desire  to  know  liiiii  onJ  to  be  fff>oil,  and  if  we  use  our  ]wwer,  he 
Leijis  U9  to  hecomc  good  anfl  to  love  him  {for  t<i  know  IJod  mid  to 
lovo  Ood  nre  very  near  i-elations  tn  each  other).  But  over  and 
abore  the  help  which  he  gives  to  every  iiioii,  lie  g;avo  a  special  help 
to  the  JeW9,  or  perhaps  I  should  sny  to  llie  best  ineTi  amonrj  the 
Jews,  and  to  Lhfc  men  who  wrote  the  Bible.  He  neeiled  the  .Tews 
fi»r  his  own  good  piirpope  to  lie  the  interpi-etera  of  his  will  to  other 
liatioiifl  and  pebplfs.  Tlirough  the  Bible  the  Jews  have  taught  the 
worlJ  about  gooilnesa  aiid  God,  niul  so  God  told  tliem  more  and  let 
tbern  know  more  about  himselC  and  bow  to  serve  biui  tliim  he  told 
to  any  other  people.  How  exactly  he  told  them  I  rannnt  tell  yoii. 
That  be  told  them,  that  he  let  them  know  a  special  and  peculiar 
aroouiit  about  himself  and  liis  service,  that  in  a  fact  of  liiatory  which 
t'vei-ybody  must  accept-  We  shall  eooii  Iieur  various  slories  frnni  the 
llible  itself  how  God  t<jld  the  Jews  Jibnut^,  hiiatfelf  and  of  hie  servioe 
and  of  riyhteouftnpus  and  merry;  hut  the  important  thinjr  ig  not 
exactly  hou:  ihe  Jews  were  told,  for  their  greatest  men  could  hardly 
have  explained  it  to  you  quite  clearly  themselves,  but  that  tlicy 
were  told,  that  tliey  somehow  received  this  higher  and  better 
kiiowledfje  of  gixulness  and  God,  and  tlmt  throujjli  them  Em^pe 
luid  America  and  Australia  have  received  it  too. 

There  was  one  ]mrticular  way  by  which  God  led  them  and  helped 
them  to  think  and  know  gi'udiially  more  and  more  of  God  itnd  good- 
ness, It  was  ljy  tlieir  own  lives  and  by  their  hJHtoiy.  The  past  seemed 
111  them  full  of  religious  leBf^ons.  And  that  was  one  reiiHon  why 
Ihey  wrnte  down  the  story  of  their  past,  and  why  one  writer  took 
u|i  the  wort  of  another  aud  added  to  it  his  rcHections,  and  the  moral 
which,  u&  lie  thought,  alione  out  frum  the  whole, 

Have  yoii  and  I  not  often  lenriit  a  little  from  uar  own  past  ]  We 
think  to  onrselves:  If  I  had  not  done  this,  or  if  I  had  done  that, 
how  much  better  it  would  have  been,  and  so  we  lenrn  from  our 
mi-stakes  aiid  perhaps  do  better  iu  the  future.  That  is  one  way  in 
which  we  Icfirn  fjom  the  pu'tt.  and  perhaps  if  you  think  of  it  you 
will  find!  out  other  ways  as  welL  Soojetimeg  it  miay  be  our  fuulta, 
Rometiines  it  may  be  some  gcmd  little  act  of  another  or  of  onr  own, 
Bometimea  it  may  be  a  joyful,  and  sometimes  it  may  be  a  sad  event 
which  bus  beftillen  us— but  in  all  thcae  different  ways  we  may  learn 
a  little  more  iibotit  goodness,  and  perchance  too  about  God. 

So  too  the  .Tews  learnt  about  goodiiees  and  Gotl  nud  the  service 
of  God  by  their  history  and  their  own  lives.  Actoal  life  and 
practice,  doing  and  being,  these  are  ofteu  the  best  teaclicra.  Not 
that  tlie  Jews  were  by  any  iiieaua  iwrrfect ;  they  made  many  and 
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R»d  mistakefi,  aud  truth  and  error,  g<ioditefi8  and  imperfection,  were 
often  mixed  up  tojfether  in  tbeir  words  aud  thoughts  slid  acta. 
GtMi  leads  men  gi-odunlly  from  the  worse  to  the  better,  and  we 
must  humbly  mreept  the  ways  in  which  )ie  has  tnti|^ht  luniikiiu]  aud 
teachpfl  iiB  still  as  the  wisest  and  the  hpRt.  He  knows  everytliiiig : 
we  know  mere  tiny  fragment*  here  aud  tliere.  But  hy  tlie  grace 
of  God,  the  JewB  in  the  lung  800  years  durini;  which  the  Bible 
WAS  written,  got  to  know  eertaiD  thlii^!)  about  God  luid  goodness 
which  are  very  profonndly  true,  and  have  henn,  as  I  Fn'id  hefore, 
immcnBely  helpful  and  preciouH  to  millions  of  different  people  fmm 
age  to  age.  It  is  these  true  nnd  precious  and  helpful  things  which 
I  want  to  tell  you  of  as  simply  and  clearly  as  1  can. 

But  you  must  not  expect  to  know  all  about  the  Bible  while  you 
are  still  yonng.  The  Bihle  was  wntten  by  grown-up  men  for 
grown-up  people,  Some  of  it  was  wntten  by  men  in  si>r«  tnxihlo, 
some  of  it  by  men  struggling  with  thoughts  that  were  new  to  them 
and  to  the  worltl,  and  lor  which  they  could  hanlly  find  the  proper 
and  adequate  words.  Some  of  it  was  WTittcu  by  niuu  in  great 
excitement  and  under  keen  emution.  Knme  of  it  contains  allufciona 
to  evente  which  we  do  not  ck-arly  know,  or  to  things,  which  are 
difficult  to  exphiiu.  So  the  Bible  is  not  by  any  meaiiti  an  cuay 
huok.  Some  of  it  we  can  umteratftnd  well,  but  many  [iiii'ts  of  it 
are  very  hard  indeed.  Heaps  of  books  have  been  wi  itten  to 
explain  it,  and  the  explanatione  of  one  age  have  not  always  heen 
the  same  «h  the  explanations  of  another.  As  there  wan  nn  i)riiiting 
in  those  far-off  daya,  and  the  sciulls,  when  tliey  got  old  and 
crumidfd,  had  to  he  copied  out  again  anil  again,  mietakes  crept  in, 
fo  that  Tve  are  (■ometimes  quite  unable  to  ^fty  whnt  the  Hebrew 
ineanR.  and  can  only  he  sure  that  there  is  a  mistake,  hut  cannot 
find  out  what  the  mistake  is.  Sometimi;a,  no  doubt,  the  original 
writers  referred  to  tlnnga  ajid  circuiuatatices  which  cvcrylwdy  who 
lived  at  the  time  knew  peifei'tly  well,  Ijut  which  we  dni  nut  know 
at  all,  and  we  cannot  therefore  fully  nnderhtand  the  meaning. 
Fancy  if  you  wrote  a  letter  to  your  father  or  mother  about  all 
^ort8  of  things  which  they  and  you  knew  quite  well,  and  if  tUia 
letter  were  ji^reserved  and  read  again  in  2,000  years.  I  dure  say 
that  your  simple  letter  would  seem  very  difficult  indeed  to  the 
j)enple  who  retid  it  then  I  Much  of  the  Cilde^  then,  is  very  difficult, 
aud  parts  of  it  arc  only  suited  for  g^^^wn-up  ]icoplc.  My  book  is 
only  an  Introduction  to  the  Bible,  although  there  will  be  very 
many  wordu  of  the  Bible  in  it.  1  hope  that  it  will  make  you 
understand  and  care  fnr  the  Bible  the  better  and  the  moi-e  when 
you  read  it  for  your«clves  later  on.  My  book  will  have  tUeu  done 
its  work  and  you  can  by  it  aside. 
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§  5.  Now  let  me  repeat  once  more  very  biiefly  the  most  important 
points  in  what  I  have  hitherto  suid. 

The  Bible  tells  ub  about  three  things,  all  three  of  which,  as  they 
are  presented  to  us  in  ike  BU>U,  are  closely  connected  with  each 
other. 

(i)  It  tells  us  about  Qod,  and  how  we  best  can  know  him  and 
serve  him. 

(2)  It  tells  us  of  Goodness,  what  we  ought  to  be  and  do. 

(3)  It  tells  us  of  the  Hebrews,  of  their  history  and  of  its 

lessons,  of  their  place  and  office  in  the  world,  of  their 
hopes  for  the  future,  of  their  duty  to  themselves,  to  man- 
kind, and  to  God. 

There  are  not  three  separate  sections  of  the  Bible  which  tell 
us  separately  of  these  three  things.  For  the  most  part  tliey  are 
closely  mixed  up  together.  I  now  propose  to  go  through  the  history 
of  the  Hebrews  in  Bible  times,  and  in  doing  so  we  shall  hear  a  great 
deal  of  our  first  and  second  division  as  well  as  of  our  third. 
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§  I.  "Who  were  the  Hebrews  of  whom  I  have  already  spoken  so 
often?  The  Hebrews  did  not  live  in  Europe.  They  lived  in 
Aeia  in  a  country  sometimes  called  Palestine  and  sometimes  the 
Holy  Land,  because  it  is  the  land  of  the  Bible.  Palestine  now 
belongs  to  Turkey.  It  is  part  of  'Turkey  in  Asia,'  that  is,  of 
that  portion  of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey's  dominion  which  is  situated 
in  Asia.  You  will  remember  that  a  small  piece  of  Europe  also 
belongs  to  Turkey,  and  that  its  ciipital  is  the  famous  city  of 
Constantinople,  where  the  Sultan  lives.  Palestine,  or  rather  that 
part  of  Palestine  where  the  Jews  lived,  for  they  did  not  occupy  the 
whole,  is  not  a  big  country,  and  the  Hebrews  were  never  a  very 
big  people,  according  to  our  modern  notions  of  bigness.  The  chief 
town  of  their  conntry  was  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  a  city  still  more 
famous  even  than  Constantinople,  though  in  a  different  way  and  for 
different  reasons.  But  before  going  further  let  me  ask  everybody 
who  reads  this  chapter  of  my  book  to  have  a  good  atlas  by  his  side 
and  to  look  at  the  maps  of  Asia,  Turkey,  and  Palestine. 

The  Hebrews  had  not  always  lived  in  Palestine.  They  had 
come,  so  the  tradition  ran,  from  far  away,  we  do  not  exactly  know 
from  where,  but  it  was  somewhere  in  the  distant  East.  Most  of 
them  entered  Palestine  by  crossing  the  river  Jordan,  which,  as  you 
Eee  on  the  map,  flows  pretty  straight  from  north  to  soutli.  Their 
old  homes,  then,  were  somewhere  in  the  eastern  portions  of 
Turkey  in  Asia. 

They  were  not  at  that  time  a  people  in  our  sense  of  the  word. 
They  were  made  up  of  wandering  tribes  or  clans  who  stuck  to  each 
other  more  or  less  closely,  but  were  not  as  united  as  the  English  or 
the  French  to-day.  They  were  mostly  shephei-ds,  and  had  not  yet 
leaiiit  to  stay  in  one  spot  and  till  the  ground  iind  build  cities  to 
live  in.  They  moved  from  place  to  place,  seeking  pasture  for  their 
flocks  and  herds,  and  they  lived  a  very  simple  aud  not  very  culti- 
vated life.     Now  before  they  nettled  in  Palestine,  though  some  of 
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thom  hftil  roamfid  al>out  in  it  ali-eady,  tJiey  lived  for  a  time,  still  as 
slii-phcrds,  ill  the  uortli-tiasterii  comer  of  Kgj^it.  Tiiis  f*tjiy  in 
Kf^ypt  WHH,  aa  yuu  will  hear,  tlie  tuming-jwinl  in  tlieir  history. 
Tliey  aiivnyH  believtxi  that  it  was  the  most  iinporlaut  evewt  which 
had  ever  lipfaMen  them:  it  was  after  thty  left  Egypt  that  they 
pfnimiieiitly  cettk-d  in  Pnleatiiie.  It  was  then  tuo  that  thpy  chmij^d 
their  way  of  life  and  learnt  to  till  the  soil  niiil  live  in  cities,  and 
this  change  had  a  very  great  influence  upon  them  Ijoth  for  good 
Biul  for  evil.  To  Palestine,  then,  they  t-auie,  and  iu  PaleHtiue  they 
lived  for  mnuy  LniidrKd  years. 

§  2.  Nnw  yo\i  may  roadily  understand  that  all  thepe  things,  tlieir 
wanderinj^B  from  the  East  and  tlieir  life  in  Efj'j-pt  and  thrir  laij-utlual 
Eeltling  down  iu  ralestiue,  did  not  happen  all  in  a  luouLeut !  It 
took  many  Imndred  years.  There  were  no  himks  in  our  sense  of 
the  word  among  the  Hebrews  in  fho^e  days,  and  it  is  pciK^ihle  that 
they  did  nnt  even  learn  to  write  hefore  they  settled  in  Palestine. 
One  generation  could  learn  of  paat  generations  hy  tradition  only. 
Tradition  ttieans  a  handing  down.  Stories  were  ro]>ea(ed  from 
nioutli  to  mimth,  njid  aa  they  were  reppa+ed  they  wei-e  clinnged 
and  added  to.  It  was  not  till  long  nfter  the  Hebrews  had  settled 
iu  Palentine  that  the  stories  about  tlieir  early  and  earliest  daya 
were  written  down.  Only  parts  of  what  was  liien  written  down, 
and  these  pieced  together  and  modifitd  hy  the  compilers,  have  been 
pi-escrveil  fo  us  in  the  Bible. 

The  Hehrews  alwny9  dated  the  tnte  he:,'inuing  of  their  history 
as  a  people,  of  thrir  uatiotjal  life,  i'nim  the  time  when  they  leit 
Egypt.  But  they  hud  stories  about  mighty  and  faratiiia  heroes  of 
old,  their  aiices+tor.s  and  pmgenitors,  long  liefore  their  loavitig,  or, 
RS  it  is  often  called,  their  Exodua  fjoiu  K^jit.  (Exodus  menne 
going  out.)  Their  t^tories  went  back  to  the  lime  when  they  first 
ItL'gau  to  move  definitely  from  the  East  to  the  West.  For  eoiae 
of  them  had  been  in  Palestine  before  they  wuodered  down  to 
Egypt. 

§  3.  The  first  great  Hebrew  hero  of  whom  the  Btorica  told  waa 
a  man  called  Abraham. 

Abraham,  aceordiiig  to  the  Bible,  was  the  first  Hebrew  who  knew 
ftbowt  the  one  true  (rnd. 

Yoo  and  I  biive  always  been  taaght  that  there  is  one  God  and  that 
Ood  IB  one.  *  He.ar,  O  Israel,  the  Ixinl  oar  Clod,  the  Lord  is  One ' 
was  the  first  i>rayer  we  ever  learnt  to  eay.  It  eecma  to  us 
ft  matter  of  course.  But  it  haa  not  always  seemed  a  matter  of 
conrse,  and  not  everybody  knows  that  there  ia  only  one  God  and 
that  God  16  one  even  to-day.     And  iu  old  daya  pi^ople  used  to 
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tbiiik  there  wi*re  many  jioda,  «ml  K>me  of  them  worshippoj  unnj^ 
nnd  made  idols  of  wood  aiwl  fltone,  and  rilver  and  gold,  to  represent 
or  to  imitate  the  Tarioua  gods  tliey  believed  io  and  adored. 

The  Biblical  writera  held  (though  they  were  not  all  quite  agreed 
as  U>  tlui5)  that  the  fatlivr  and  family  of  Abraham  wcru  '  idolators,' 
wonhippers  of '  otl»cr  gods.'  that  is  of  more  gods  than  one,  and 
therefore  not  of  the  one  OmI  who  iK  reallr  God. 

So  it  says  in  the  Bihlo  :  '  Your  fatheni  (that  is  the  ance«tors  of 
the  Jews)  dwAt  of  old  IJnie  beyond  the  River  (that  ia  the  river 
Kupbrated),  t:ven  Tcrah.  the  father  of  Abraham ;  and  thoy  served 
other  gods." 

Then  to  Abraham  the  vtuce  of  the  one  and  true  Qod  canie  and 
bode  him  leave  hu  tribe  and  bis  family  and  his  birthplace  luid  go 
ufTulmoit  alone,  far  away  from  friends  and  boiiie,  to  livu  a  purer 
life  elsewhere  with  ft  fuller  kiiowledj^e  of  Gt»d.  What  was  tlte 
obJE^etofthis  great  immmons  t  W'by  was  Abraham  bidden  to  leave 
bis  bouie  T 

Some  most  religious  Jews  of  later  times  believed  that  it  wns  for 
the  Wnefit  of  the  world  that  be  waa  told  to  go.  They  connected 
the  very  beginriings  of  their  history  with  Clod's  purposes  for  the 
world  at  Urge.  Aitraham,  as  it  i:frfnie<I  to  them,  left  hia  home  that 
thi*ouf;h  him  nil  tbc  nations  of  the  wurld  ttbuuld  receive  h  blessing. 
Abd  what  Wits  this  blessing  to  be  ?  It  w»s  that  au  ever-iuurciu'tug 
nuinlK-r  of  men  should  get  to  know  more  and  mure,  and  better 
and  better,  abimt  goodness  and  God. 

'The  voice  of  God  came  to  AbrahAtn.'  Perhaps  you  .ifilt,  does 
(he  voice  of  God  ever  come  to  usT  Surely,  yen.  Wlien,  for 
iustauce,  we  are  inclined  to  do  wmiig,  to  be  diaobedicut,  to  tell 
a  lie  from  cowiirdiue,  or  to  be  aulfibli  and  unkiutl,  we  know  that 
a  Bmull  voice  within  us,  which  we  eall  our  coiiiscience,  bids  us 
resent  that  inclination  nud  pet  the  better  of  it.  Tiiat  is  God's 
voice  biddicg  us  be  good.  And  Boinctiniea  it  urges  us  not  ouly 
not  to  do  eoiiiething  wrong,  but  tu  do  ^omctJiiiig  right.  It  seems  to 
say, '  Do  the  right  even  iiit  is  liiin].'  Surdy  tluit  is  the  voice  of  God. 
The  ancient  Hebrews  did  not  say,  as  we  perhaps  should  wty  now, 
Abraham  learnt  by  God's  help  and  will  to  know  God,  and  Abraham 
felt  that  lie  ought  to  leave  his  home  and  hia  family;  but  lliey  eaid 
more  simply,  God  said  unto  Abraham,  Do  this  hdhI  do  ih«t.  But 
there  is  no  very  importaut  diffejL'nee  iietween  our  wny  of  talking 
»n(l  theirs.  If  there  were  no  God,  there  would  he  no  goodness; 
and  not  only  so,  but  evcrj-thiug  good  is  the  will  of  God  and  done 
by  God's  help. 

4  4.  The  first  part  of  Abraham's  story,  which,  I  Bupp«>8e,  told 
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how  lie  got  to  feel  ami  kuow  that  there  were  uot  many  gods  hut 
oue  Qod,  one  God,  all  gowl,  all  wiee,  has  not  been  [jreijorved  for 
us.     Aa  we  have  it  uow  the  story  liet,'ins  thus : 

And  God  siud  unto  Abrahnm,  Get  thee  out  of  thy  coniitrj', 
and  frotu  thy  kindred,  and  from  thy  fathers  house,  unto  the 
land  that  1  will  shew  thee :  and  I  will  nmkc  of  thcc  n  great 
nation,  luid  I  will  hleas  tlice,  and  makt  thy  name  great;  find 
thou  shalt  he  a  blessuigj  and  through  thee  shiUl  all  families 
of  the  earth  be  blessed. 

So  Alii-ahum  depurted  as  God  had  tpokeu  unto  him,  oiid  his  wife 
Sarah  and  Iiis  iipphew  l>nt  went  with  him.  'I'hey  set  1'orlh  to  go 
to  the  hiLd  ihiit  Goil  would  sliuw  them,  that  ia,  to  the  land  of 
Canuau.  as  Palestine  Ju  thoHu  days  was  called.  And  at  last  'unto 
the  land  of  Canaan  tlu-y  vaim.*.  And  Gud  B»id  utito  Ahi-ahaiii, 
Unto  thy  teed  (that  is,  thy  desceudnuta)  wll]  I  give  tide  land.  And 
Abraham  worsliijjpt'd  Gnd.' 

It  is  very  little  indeed  that  we  hear  about  thia  great  change  in 
Abndinn]'!*  life.  Soiuebtxiy  mny  he  iuclintd  to  ask  why  was  it 
right  for  Abnihiini  to  Ii-avo  his  country  nud  his  hdiuH  and  his 
lather's  hoiiee^  Well,  we  eati  notice  thiit  the  circinriF-tancea  wei* 
very  Btmiige  and  iimiRiial.  po  strangle  and  sn  unusual  tl)at  what 
would  not  be  right  lor  you  and  me  nifiy  have  been  right  for 
Abraliam.  It  was  neeeasaiy  to  make  a  clean  break  with  the  old 
wayB,  the  fulee  w<irbliip  of  tli«  false  gods.  The  new  religion  could 
not  have  pronpfred  in  the  old  siinoundinga.  So  Abralmm  must 
leave  bia  home  and  go  among  strangers.  He  miiM  Tnake  a  great 
sacrifice  for  the  sake  wf  God,  or  rather  for  the  suke  of  man,  tliat 
through  bim  and  through  the  Jews,  Lis  descendants,  men  niiyht 
get  to  know  more  and  nnjrc  about  goodness  and  about  God.  Even 
at  the  present  time  nipu  bave  <iften  tn  leave  ibeir  home?  and  their 
countriet*  to  find  and  lin  nt-efnl  work  in  foreign  Lmds.  The  foreign 
country  bettjmes  their  home. 

Ah  tbe  .Tews  looktd  back  upon  their  past  history,  and  thought 
about  Abraham  and  bnw  lie  left  bis  kindred  and  eiune  to  ralestine. 
they  felt  convinced  that  all  this  innpt  hi<Te  been  done  hy  and 
Recording  to  the  will  of  God.  In  tliat  divine  call  of  Abrahain 
from  the  far  East  there  lay  also  the  prumiae  vvhuh  was  and  is  still 
being  fulfilled,  that  tbe  Jpwa,  Abraliain's  tleaccndanls,  should  not 
only  pnFsess  the  Innd  of  Canaan,  Imt  should  becom^e  the  teacherB 
of  maukiud  about  goutiness  and  God. 

§  5-  One  of  the  next  things  we  hear  about  Abraham  is  how  his 
nephew  Lot  separated  (Vom  him. 
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Ahraham  wus  very  rich  in  cattle,  in  silver,  and  in  pold. 
And  Lot  nlso,  who  went  with  Abnihitni.  had  fincks.  ami  herds, 
and  tents.  And  tlie  hind  was  not  ahle  to  henr  tltein,  that 
they  might  dwell  together:  for  their  snhstanee  was  prest,  so 
that  they  couhl  not  dwell  tog^'ther.  And  there  was  ;i  strife 
between  the  herdnien  of  Abraham's  cattle  and  the  hcrdnien 
of  Lot's  cattle.  And  Abraham  said  unto  Lot,  Let  ttiere  he 
no  strife,  1  pray  tliec,  between  nie  and  thee,  and  between  my 
herdnien  iind  thy  herthnen  ;  for  we  are  brethren.  Is  not  the 
■whole  land  before  thee  r  separate  thyself,  I  pray  thee,  from 
nie :  if  thon  mlt  take  the  left  hand,  then  1  will  go  to  the 
ri^tit:  or  if  thoti  depart  to  the  rl^ht  band,  then  1  will  tro  to 
the  left.  And  Lot  lifted  up  Jiis  eyes,  and  l>eheld  all  the  Plain 
of  J4)rdan,  that  it  \\;i»  well  watered  every  where.  So  Lot  chose 
him  all  the  Plain  of  Jordiin  ;  and  Lot  journeyed  east:  and 
they  separated  themselves  the  one  from  the  other.  Abruhiim 
dwelled  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  Lot  dwelled  in  the  eities 
of  the  Plain.  And  God  snid  unto  Abraham,  after  that  Ix)t 
was  separated  from  him.  Lift  np  now  thine  eves,  and  look 
from  the  phiee  where  tluni  art,  northward  ami  soiithward 
and  eastward  and  westward  :  far  all  the  land  which  thou 
Beeat.  to  thee  will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed  for  ever.  And 
I  will  make  thy  see*!  as  the  dnst  of  the  earth :  so  that  if 
a  man  can  nnmlnT  the  doKt  of  the  earth,  then  shall  thy  seed 
also  be  ninnhered.  Arise,  walk  through  the  land  in  the 
length  of  it  and  in  the  breadth  of  it;  for  I  will  give  it 
unto  thee.  And  Abruhaci  moved  ids  tent,  and  came  and 
dwelt  by  the  oaks  of  Manire,  which  are  in  Hebron,  and  built 
there  an  altar  nntu  God. 

Abraham  built  an  ultar  onto  Grod.  You  must  ask  your  fatlier 
or  yuur  tuothur,  ur  *vhu]iisw'ver  yt>u  i*e«d  thin  buok  with,  to  show 
you  tt  piutitrtf  of  III!  altar  and  ti>  tell  you  cleatly  what  it  is.  Iji  old 
days  people  not  only  prayed  t»  Utid  and  pniisi^d  him  by  apeecU 
and  Bong,  but  Ihc-y  also  made  sa^^rifitea  and  offeiiujja  to  Jiiin. 
SomelimeB  these  oficriiij,'8  and  safrHlcoB  were  animals,  somt'timeB 
they  were  vej^ctuhle,  as  floury  harley,  or  oil.  This  cuetom  was 
not  peculiar  to  the  Jews.  Ou  the  contrary.  They  uiiurely  adiiplcd 
it  from  theii-  neighbours,  for  almost  all  peoples  in  aucient  ti'nca 
'siuTificed' and  made  (jfierinKS  to  tht'ir  resjietlive  goda.  In  time 
the  (rreatest  and  best  men  iimong  the  Jews  came  to  see  that  pruyer 
and  pruisw  uie  a  nmch  better  and  purer  way  of  wcrsliippiiiK  '^-■od 
than  offerings  aud  wicrificcs.    Bat  it  took  a  very  long  while  bofor** 
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everyboily  tliouglit  to  too.  What  eeems  Biniple  to  us  uow  wfts  not 
alwBys  einiple.  Evtry  child  knows  now  t!mt  the  eaiili  gopp  round 
the  Hun,  but  fur  Hgea  ami  agta  evorj-body  believ«icl  tluvt  the  sun 
went  rouml  the  «artb,  and  it  iivedvil  a  very  wise  and  leuriied  man, 
Cttlluil  Oiilik-Oj  tf>  prove  tlie  truth.  Ami  at  first  lijinlly  iinylM>dy 
believed  him.  So  for  ge7ieratio]i8  the  Jewa  honestly  helieved  that 
th«  proper  way  of  wotsliijipiiig  God  waa  by  sacrifiuefi.  After 
a  time  HDUie  wise  ujid  good  meu  among  them  made  them  agree  to 
a  litw  by  which  no  one  was  allnwed  to  sacrifice  except  in  the 
cftjjital,  at  the  great  temple  of  Jprup«Iem.  (The  temple  was  iu 
those  daye  what  a  g'ren.t  Bvnagogne  or  cathedral  Wfjuld  be  in  ours.) 
So  if  any  one  wanted  to  worship  God  elsewhere,  hi:  had  to  praise 
and  pray  to  him  without  any  sacrifices.  Thus  tlie  people  were 
grmlually  taUfilit  how  this,  the  more  excellent  way,  could  be 
Buflicient  by  itself.  And  at  last  the  temple  of  Jerir.'^alcm  was 
destToyed  and  the  Jewa  gave  up  sacrifices  altogether.  And  thoug^h 
the  Jews  were  very  sorry  at  first  that  the  grand  temple  was 
desjtroyed,  they  gnulually  aunt:  to  see  that  ite  destruction  was  the 
will  of  God,  who  in  this  way  helped  thpm  (o  give  np  Bdcrifices  and 
to  realize  fnlly  that  the  only  sacrifice  God  cares  for  is  the  sacrifice 
of  onestif — aelf-aatrifico — and  tlmt  the  only  wurj^hip  which  befits 
him  is  pi-ayer  or  praise. 

§  6.  For  many  years  after  they  were  married,  and  even  after 
they  had  ctinie  to  Palestiue,  Alirahsm  and  Sarali  had  no  ehildien. 
Now  Abraham  wondered  (as  indeed  was  only  natnrjd)  how  his 
deaccndniita  could  beco]ne  nujutniua  if  he  had  no  child.  But  for 
all  that  he  believed  in  God,  and  trusted  that  his  longjom-ney  froru 
the  far  Kust  hiid  uot  beeu  t-nken  iti  vain.  But  still  no  son  came, 
and  sometlmeB  Abraham  thought  that  his  faithful  eervani.  his 
pleward  Eliczer,  would  he  his  heir.  The  Bible  tells  ne  this  beau- 
tiful story  about  Abrahamj  and  how  his  faith  in  God  got  the  better 
of  his  fear. 

After  these  things  the  word  of  God  came  unto  Abraham  in 

a  vision,  saying,  Feur  not,  Abrahnui :  1  am  thy  sliicid,  and 
thy  ex.L'e<'dinir  great  re^vard.  And  Abraham  said,  O  Gudj 
what  wilt  thou  give  nie,  seeing  that  I  have  no  ehild,  and  he 
that  Bhall  be  heir  of  m)'^  house  is  Eliezer?  And,  behold, 
the  word  of  God  came  unto  him,  saying.  This  man  shall  not 
he  thine  heir;  but  thine  own  son  shall  he  thine  heir.  And 
lie  brought  him  forth  abroad,  and  said,  Luok  now  toward 
heaven,  and  count  tlie  stjirs,  if  thou  be  able  to  count  them ; 
and  he  said  unto  him.  So  shall  thy  seed  be.  And  he  believed 
iu  God ;  and  he  counted  it  to  him  for  righteousness. 
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'And  lie  believed  in  God]  and  GodcMinted  ittoliimforrigliteouB- 
Degs.'  Let  UB  pAUse  a  moiiieut  here,  for  tltis  is  one  of  the  very 
P^ateat  stuteiices  in  «]1  llic  IJIble.  *  To  believe  ja  Qod ' :  thcsa 
(irc  four  short  woriI«,  hut  tht-y  uu-iiii  a  very  ^^rftit  di-al.  As  yim 
live  and  grow  up,  and  even  grow  old,  you  will,  1  hopo,  find  taore 
and  mcro  meaning  in  them  mid  he  aide  tn  draw  inikie  nnd  more 
nieaiiing  out  of  them.  "Wheii  peojde  have  bei'ii  very  uiihuppy, 
tJiey  have  found  'to  huHove  in  God'  thtir  ouly  comfort.  Wheu 
the  future  ho?  sr-cmed  to  them  very  dark,  thi-y  Imvc  found  "to 
Itelieve  111  G<id  *  their  only  hnpe.  When  their  dnfy  has  seemed 
very  hard,  they  have  found  '  to  helieve  in  God '  tln-ir  only  strength. 
But  it  is  not  very  easy  to  believe  in  God  wholly,  without  murmur, 
liC&itntiou,  or  douht.  Tliat  iy  why  a  perfect  faith  inuy  he  counted 
as  a  good  deed  ;  it  i«  righteousness. 

The  Bible  ^ues  on  to  nay : 

And  God  said  unta  Abnihani,  Know  of  a  surety  that  thy 
seed  shall  be  strangers  in  a  Innd  that  is  not  theirs,  nud  shull 
serve  the  pcoplt  of  that  huid  ;  and  tljcy  sJiiiU  affltet  tlicnt  four 
hundred  years ;  und  also  that  nutioii,  whom  ttiey  shiill  serve, 
will  I  ju<ige :  and  afterwards  t-liey  shnll  comt*  out  ^rith  great 
Bulffitance.  But  thou  shiilt  die  in  peace  ;  thou  sbalt  be  buried 
in  a  good  old  nge. 

This  passage  refers  to  the  seltleraent  of  the  Hebrews  in  Egypt 
and  to  their  iti-treatnient  there,  whicli  Abraham  was  purriiitted 
to  foresee  in  this  vision  of  the  night, 

§  7.  T  have  now  to  tell  yon  an  incident  in  Abrn.hairi'6  life  whicli 
■will  seem  to  you  very  9traii(re.  In  tliojue  far-off  days  (as  unhappily 
ID  many  Esatern  countriea  to-day)  it  was  ofte]i  tlie  custom  for  one 
man  tu  have  tnori;  than  one  wife.  Pi'oplt!  had  not  y»:t  gut  to  see 
,  that  there  i-an  he  no  true  inaii-iago  and  perfect  conipjinionship 
inileps  a  man  Ims  ouly  one  wife,  It  has  seemed  right  to  God  that 
maukind  should  luarn  gome  cif  its  greatest  lessons  very  slowly. 

Well,  as  tlie  years  rolled  by,  and  no  child  came  to  Abraham  anil 
Sarah,  Saridi  herself,  the  Bible  tells  us,  'look  llngai',  bpr  hand- 
mai<l,  an  Egrpti.in,  and  gave  her  to  h+ir  husband  Abniham  to  be 
his  wile.'  And  after  a  time  a  sou  was  bura  to  Abruliara  and 
liagar.     And  Abniham  called  his  name  Ishmael. 

But  Jshraael  w«g  not  dcbtioed  to  be  the  son  through  whom  the 
promises  of  God  were  to  be  fulfilled. 

Onoe  more  Abraham  received  the  woi-d  of  God  in  a  vision. 
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And  God  said  unto  Abraham,  I  ara  God  Almightj' ;  walk 
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before  iiic,  and  be  thou  perfect.  And  1  will  ninke  my  covenant 
lietween  iiie  and  thee,  and  will  multiply  tliee  exuecdiugly. 
And  1  will  establish  my  covenant  iH'tween  me  and  thee  imd 
thy  seed  after  thee  tlirovi^lioiit  tlieir  generation  for  an  ever- 
lasting covenant,  to  be  a  (loti  untti  thee  and  t4)  thy  seed  after 
thee.  And  1  will  ^ivc  unto  thee,  and  to  thy  seed  aft^r  thee, 
the  land  wherein  thou  art  a  stmaiger,  uU  the  land  of  Canaan, 
for  an  everlasting  possessiion  :  and  I  will  he  tlieir  (jod. 

Then  Ahruham  said  unto  G^id,  C)  tliat  Ishmael  niiyht  live 
befofe  thee  !  And  God  said,  Sarah  thy  wife  shall  hear  thee 
a  son  indeed ;  and  thou  shalt  call  his  name  Isaac  :  and  1  will 
establisli  my  covenant  with  him  fur  an  everlasting  covernint, 
and  with  hia  seed  aftc^r  him.  And  as  lor  Ishmael,  I  have 
heard  thee:  behold,  I  have  blessed  him,  and  will  make  him 
fruitfid,  and  will  multiply  him  exceedingly;  I  will  make  him 
a  great  nation.  But  my  covenant  will  I  establish  irith  Isaac, 
whom  Saruh  shall  bear  unto  tliee. 

§  8.  At  last  Abraliam's  faiUi  in  God  waa  rewarded.  He  and 
Surali  had  a  snn.  aud,  »s  d^d  had  biddun,  tliey  cid!ed  Ids  aame 
Isoau.  Tibia  sceaied  tn  ha  tlie  glad  begiriiiin:f  uf  the  reulizHlinii 
of  llie  iironiiaa  tiiat  Abrnhum  tlioidd  }jt.'i.'Oiiie  a  gieat  nutiuli  tliriiugb 
whom  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  should  be  blessed.  For  God, 
as  the  Bihlo  t^lls  us,  chose  Abraham  '  that  he  mif^ht  commiiiid  his 
eliihirea  and  bis  hoa^Q  aftir  him  to  keep  the  wiiy  of  God  iu  doing 
rigliteoui^ness  mid  jiifitife,  bo  Ihnt  (Jh>d  might  bring  upon  Abndiani 
th^it  wldch  he  hud  promlBed  him.'  liighteousiief^e  antl  justice  are 
two  of  the  moat  important  parts  of  goodues.-i.  Lati-r  oti  wv  (sliall 
hear  of  another  part  called  Lovlugkiudiicbs,  or  more  simply  and 
ahoiily  Love.     Kigliteousneea  and  love  ciake  up  goodneae. 

f  9.  We  are  now  told  a  touching  stoiy  about  Hapar  aud  her 
sou  Islimael,  wliicb  dues  not  it-'present  Sftrab  in  at  all  a  favourable 
light.     But  God  uees  the  fi;alts  of  mauluud  for  his  own  wise  ends. 

And  Isaac  grew,  and  was  weaned:  and  Abraham  made 
a  ^rent  feast  on  the  day  that  Isaac  was  w-eaiied.  Ami  Sarah 
saw  tlie  son  of  lla^ar  the  Egyptian,  whom  she  had  born  untu 
Abraham,  lau^lnug.  Wherefore  she  said  unto  Abraham, 
Cast  out  tills  bondwoman  and  her  sun  :  for  the  son  of  this 
lK>mlwonuin  shall  not  be  heir  with  my  son,  even  with  Isaac. 
And  the  thinjj  was  very  grievous  in  Abraham's  sight  because 
of  his  son.     And  God  said  unto  Abruhum,  Let  it  not  be 
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grieruus  in  thy  sif^ht  because  of  the  lad,  and  because  of  thy 
buudwiumin :  in  all  that  Samh  hath  said  uiitn  thee,  hearken 
unto  her  voice;  for  in  Isiuie  tthall  thy  Heed  Iw  called.  And 
also  of  the  son  of  the  bondwoman  \riU  [  make  a  nation, 
because  he  is  thy  seed.  And  Abniham  rose  up  early  in  the 
murning,  and  took  bread,  and  a  bottle  of  m  ater,  and  i^ve  it 
unto  Hatcar,  and  he  put  the  child  on  her  shoid<Ier,  and  ^t-nt 
her  aMay  :  and  she  cieparted,  and  wanderwl  in  the  wilderness 
of  Beer-sheK"i.  And  the  water  wiis  spent  in  the  bottle,  and 
she  CJist  the  child  under  one  of  the  shrubs.  And  she  went, 
and  sat  her  down  over  against  him  a  bowshot  off;  for  sbc 
said,  Let  mc  not  see  the  death  of  the  child.  So  she  sjit  over 
against  him.  And  the  child  lifted  up  its  roice  and  wept. 
And  God  heanl  the  voice  of  the  lad  ;  and  the  an^l  of  CJod 
called  to  Ilagar  out  of  heaven,  and  said  unto  her.  What 
atlcth  thee,  Ilagar?  fear  not;  for  Got!  hath  heard  the  voice 
of  the  lad  where  he  is.  Arise,  Uft  up  the  lad,  and  Uike  htm 
by  thine  hand ;  for  I  will  make  him  a  great  nation.  Ami 
(iod  opened  her  eyes,  and  she  saw  a  well  of  w.ntcr;  and 
she  went,  and  filled  the  bottle  with  water,  and  gave  the  lad 
drink.  And  (iod  was  with  the  lad  ;  and  he  grew,  and  dwelt 
in  the  wilderness,  and  became  an  archer.  An<]  he  dwelt  in 
t!ie  wilderness  of  Panin  :  and  his  mother  took  hiui  a  wife  out 
of  the  land  of  Eg)'pt. 

§  lo.  Abraham,  a»  we  know,  lia<]  a.  jierfert  fntth  in  tiod.  And 
[now,  a&  the  Bible  tella  us,  his  great  fiiitb,  thitt  wlmtever  God  does 
inUHl  sunifliyw  be  right,  was  lo  receive  a  stmuge  ami  terrible  trial. 
The  voice  of  God,  to  which  he  hud  beeu  wont  U»  rcudcr  iUH(iies- 
tioning  oljedieiice.  orderetl  him  to  do  nomething  wliicb  i&i  cainiiot 
fur  a  monitiitt  huaginc  Gixl  ordci-ing  ua  to  do,  even  nx  a  trial 
of  our  Taitli.  The  divine  voice  onleivd  hiui  tu  take  hh  sou  Unac 
and  to  offir  him  up  fur  a  burnt  offeniis.  Now  to  Abrnluini  and, 
what  IB  dtill  moTe  impnrtant  to  remember,  to  the  writer  of  the 
story,  the  command  would  not  have  appeart-d  an  impotsilile  for  Gnd 
to  order  aa  it  appears  to  us.  For  iu  those  distant  tiinca  many 
racen  fell  under  the  terrible  iliueiou  that  the  most  precious  aocrificu 
they  could  offer  to  t4od  waa  tlie  sju-rificc  of  their  own  ubiUlrcn. 
The  object  of  the  order  wjib.  tlierefore,  not  meri-ly  tn  make  trial  nf 
lAbrahaiii'a  faith  in  God  (and  it  ia  good  for  faith  to  be  tried,  fur  it 
is  strengthcjied  in  the  triid),  but  to  iiiuke  him  muUrstiiud  that  God 
docs  not  require  or  desir*^  so  teirihle  smd  uuntLtHrnl  it  Biit;rifice. 
The  pni-pose  of  the  story  ib  aieo  not  merely  to  draw  for  ua  &  vivid 
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pifturu  of  Abmhiuii's  iiiipHcil  fiiilli  in  UoJ,  but  to  tcuch  tlmt  tlie 
God  of  Israel,  luiliEto  the  fultc  ^ocU  of  the  siirrouniliiig  nationg  and 
triliep,  utterly  rejettts  aiid  forljids  the  naciifice  of  man  by  man. 
^_^  Furtlier  tliau  ihin  the  writer  of  the  story  could  not  aee  ;jFtirther 

,  ^         I     tbaa  this  Guil  in  his  wi&doiii  did  not  deJiire  Kim  lo  sev.  O.  Inter 
U^m/*' twicher3v"ns  jiernilitcd  to  rcaliKe  that  even  the  sucriiitc  of  aninmis 
was  inmfl'ereut  to  Uod.     'I'his  is  wlmt  that  later  teaclier  says  : 

Wherewith  sluill  T  come  before  fiod,  and  boir  myself 
before  the  hiijh  God  ?  shjill  I  come  before  Inrn  with  burnt 
offerings,  with  calves  of  a  year  old  ?  Will  God  be  pleased 
with  thDuaiinds  of  rums,  or  with  ten  thousands  of  rivers  of 
oil?  shitll  I  give  my  firstborn  for  aiiy  transj^rcssion,  the  fnul 
of  my  body  for  the  siu  fif  my  soul  ?      He  liiith  shewed  tliee, 

0  man,  what  is  good  ;  and  ivhat  doth  God  recjuirc  of  thee, 
but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with 
thy  Uud  ? 

But  now  to  come  back  to  the  trial  of  Abraham.  This  Is  what 
thu  Bible  (elk  ua  ;  huw  vivid  aud  touching  ia  the  tale  I 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  tliiuga,  that  God  did  try 
Abraham,  and  said  111110  him,  Abrahani :  and  he  said,  Behold, 
here  I  am.  And  he  said,  Take  now  thy  sun,  ttiine  only  son 
Isaac.  uhoHi  thou  lovest,  and  get  tliec  into  the  land  of  Moriah; 
and  offer  him  there  for  a  burnt  offering  upon  one  of  the  moun- 
tains wliich  1  will  tell  thee  of.  And  Abraham  rose  up  early 
in  the  Qiorninff,  and  saddled  his  ass,  and  tc)ok  two  of  hi-s 
young  men  witli  hiin.  and  Isaac  his  son,  and  clave  tlie  wood 
for  the  burnt  olTerinff,  and  rose  up,  and  went  unto  the  place 
of  whicli  God  had  told  liini.  Then  on  tlie  third  day  Abraham 
lilted  UJ3  Eiis  ejes,  and  saw  tlie  place  afar  off.  And  Abraham 
said  nnto  his  young  men,  Abide  ye  here  with  the  ass;  and 

1  and  the  lad  will  go  yonder  and  worship,  and  come  again  to 
yoiu  And  Abraham  Utuk  the  wood  of  the  burnt  olTcring, 
and  laid  it  upun  Isaac  his  son ;  anil  he  took  tlie  fire  in 
his  hand,  and  a  knife  ;  and  they  went  both  of  them  tofi;ether. 
And  Isiiac  spake  nnto  Abraham  hia  father,  and  said.  My 
father :  aiid  he  said,  Here  am  I,  my  son.  And  he  Baid, 
Behold  the  fire  and  the  wood :  but  where  is  the  ktmb  for 
a  burnt  offering?  And  Abraham  aald.  My  son,  God  will 
provide  himself  a  lamb  for  a  burnt  offering  :  so  they  went 
both  of  them  together.     And  they  came  to  the  jjlace  which 
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'Go<1  hod  tuld  him  of;  and  Abraham  built  an  idtar  there, and 

hiid  the  wood  hi  order,  luid  huuiuj  Isimc  liis  son.  and  hiid  hhn 

on  llu'.  altiir  uptnx  the  wotid.     And  Abruhuni  strotclied  forth 

his  hnut\y  and  t/jok  the  knife  to  slay  his  son.     And  the  angel 

of  <jod  called  unto  hini  ont  of  heaven,  and  said,  Ahmhinu, 

Abraham  :  and  he  said,  Here  am  I.     And  he  said,  Luy  nut 

thine  hand  upon  the  hid,  neither  do  thou  anything;  unto  him: 

for  now  I  know  that  thou  fearest  (iod,  peeing  thou  Jiast  not 

withheld  thy  son,  thine  only  son  fmni   mc.     And  Ahrahani 

lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  looked,  and  behold  a  ram  caufjht  in 

a  thicket  by  his  horns :    and  Ahntliani  went  and  took  the 

.ram,  nod  offered  him  up  fur  a  burnt  ofTering  in  the  Ktcad  of 

'his  son.     And  the  angel  of  God  called  unto  Ahi-aliam  out  of 

heaven  the  secimd  tinu'.    And  lie  naid,  Ry  myself  have  I  sworn, 

saith  (lod,  beeause  thon  liast  done  this  thing,  and   hast  not 

iTiHthheld  thy  son,  thine  only  son :    that  I  will  riehty  bless 

[thee,  and  1  will  greatly  multiply  thy  ai-cd  aa  the  stiuia  of  the 

Iheaven,  and  as  tlie  sand  whieh  is  upon  the  sea  shore ;  and 

thnmgh  lh\  seed  sliall  all  the  nations  of  the  eartli  Ue  blessed ; 

because  thou  liast  ot>eyed  my  voice.     So  AhnUmin  returned 

unto  his  young  men,  and  they  rose  up  and  went  together  U) 

pBccr-sheba  ;  and  Abrutiani  dwelt  at  Beer-slicba. 

§  1 1.  Some  years  after  this,  Sarah,  Isaac's  njother  and  Abraham's 

wife,  died.     Tb«  Bible  tells  us  how  Abrnbuui  bouji^jt  for  liiiustlf 

^Aiid  bis  family  a  sepiiK-lire  in  which  -Sarah  waa  buiieil.      lu  tins 

Mory  the  people  of  the  land  arft  OftHed  the  children  of  Heth.     You 

rill  notice  the  stately  niauners  of  Abraham  aud  his  courtesy  to 

Epbi'un  the  tilttite  chief. 

And  Sarah  died  in    Kirjath-arba,  in  the  hmd  oF  Canaan  : 

'■and   Abraham  mourned  for  Sarah,  and  wept  for  her.      And 

Abraham  stood  up  from  liefore  his  dead,  and  spake  unto  the 

children  of  Heth,  saying,  I  nm  a  stranger  and  a  sojourner  with 

Vou :   give  me  a  possession  of  a  huryingplucc  with  you,  that 

may  bury  my  <lead  out  <d'  my  sight.     And  the  children 

jf  Heth  answered  Abraham,  sa}'ing  unto  him,  Hciir  us,  my 

ord :  thon  art  a  mighty  prince  among  us:  in  the  choice  of 

)ur  sepulchres   bury  thy  dead  ;   none  of  us  shall  withhold 

rem  tJiee  his  sepulchre,  that  thou   muyest  bury  thy   dead. 

And  Abraham  rose  up,  and  bowed  hunscif  to  the  people  of 

the  land,  even  to  the  children  of  Heth.      And  he  communed 

ffilh  thenij  sayhig,  If  it  be  your  mind  that  I  should  bury  luy 
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dead  out  of  my  sififht,  hear  mc,  and  inti-ont  for  me  to  Ephron 
tlic  soil  of  Zuliur,  ttiat  he  may  k''^*'-'  "'*^  ^''^'  '-'"^''^  t**"  Mach- 
pelah,  \\liii:li  tie  liiitli,  wliic^h  \n  m  the  end  of  Iiis  field  ; 
for  as  imieh  mniicy  hs  it  is  wvjrth  let  him  give  it  to  lue  for 
a  possession  of  a  buryingplaee  aniont^st  you.  Now  Ephron 
wits  sitting  ainung  the  children  of  lleth:  and  Ephron  the 
Hittite  iinsvvered  Abraham  in  the  audieiiee  of  the  children  of 
Heth,  even  of  all  tliat  went  Iti  at  tlie  i;ate  of  the  city,  aaylng. 
Nay,  my  lord,  hear  me :  thf  tiuld  jifive  I  thee,  iind  tJie  cave  that 
if*  therein,  I  give  it  thee;  in  the  presence  of  tlie  sons  of  my 
people  icive  I  it  thee:  bury  thy  dead.  And  Ahraliam  Iniwed 
hiinseir  down  bt-fure  the  pcojde  of  the  land.  And  he  spake 
unto  Epliron  in  tlu'  audience  of  the  people  of  the  land,  Huyuig, 
But  if  thovi  u'ilt,  I  pniv  thee,  hear  me :  I  will  give  thee  money 
for  the  field ;  take  it  of  nie.  and  I  will  hnry  my  dead  there. 
And  Kphron  answered  Abraham,  saying  nntn  him,  My  lorti, 
hearken  unto  mc:  the  land  is  worth  tVmr  hundred  shekels 
of  silver;  wiiat  is  that  betwixt  tne  and  thee?  bury  thtrefore 
thy  (lend.  And  Abraham  hearkened  unto  Ephron;  and 
Abraham  weighed  to  Ephron  the  silver,  which  be  had  iinnied 
in  the  audience  of  the  childi-en  of  Heth,  four  hundred  shekels 
of  silver,  current  iiiuiify  with  the  mcrehant.  Thus  the  field  of 
Ephrt»rj,«hj(:li  was  in  Xiaehpetah,  wliicb  was  east  ot"  Mamre, 
the  field,  and  the  cave  whii-h  was  therein,  and  all  the  trees 
that  were  in  ttie  field,  that  were  in  all  the  border  round 
about,  were  made  sure  unto  Abraham  for  a  possession  in 
the  presence  of  the  eliildren  of  Hetb,  berorc  all  that  went 
in  at  the  gate  of  his  city.  And  after  this,  Ahraliam  buried 
Sarah  bt»  wife  in  the  cave  o£  tlu^  fiekl  of  Machpetah  before 
Mamre  (the  sarni.-  in  Ilebroii),  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  And 
the  fifid,  and  tlie  eave  that  is  therein,  were  made  sure  unto 
Abraham  fur  a  possession  of  a.  buryingplaee  by  the  sons  of 
Ucth. 

§  12.  When  y»iii  come  to  rend  the  Bible  for  yourselvca,  you  will 
fjiid  in  it  more  utories  alwrnt  Ahrnliam  lliaii  1  shall  tell  you  here. 
I  Blmll  unly  tell  you  uue  nioi-e  f-ttny,  lint  that,  one  is  very  l>eAntiful. 
It  ia,  however,  h-SH  (dxmt  Ahrnliuin  thuu  about  bis  sou  ItJiac.  It 
tt'lls  how  Ahraliam  bomme  vory  <i[tl,  and  how  he  wnated  to  see  lus 
sou  I-'iinr,  who  wns  now  grown  up,  hapjiily  morrifd  before  he  died. 

And  Ahrnham  was  old,  and  well  stricken  in  age:  and  God 
had  blessed  Abraham  in  all  things.    And  Abraham  said  unto 
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his  wrvant  rtat  ruled  over  ull  that  he  had,  Swear,  T  pray 
thee,  hy  the  Lord,  the  God  of  heaven  and  the  Go:l  of  the 
earth,  that  thou  uilt  not  txikc  a  wife  for  my  sun  of  the 
duujfhtcrs  of  the  Canuniiites,  itinong  whom  I  dwell:  but  tiiou 
lUialt  ^i  unto  my  eoutitry^  itnd  to  my  kindred,  and  take 
a  wife  unto  my  son  Isiuu'.  And  the  sen'nnt  said  unto  him, 
Peradventure  the  woman  will  not  be  willinif  to  follow  me 
unto  this  land:  must  I  needs  bring'  thy  pon  attain  unto  the 
land  from  whence  thou  cunicst  ?  And  Abnthatn  s;ild  unto 
him,  Beware  thou  that  thou  brlniL^  not  my  son  tliither  a^ain. 
God,  who  took  me  from  my  father's  house,  and  from  the  land 
of  my  kindred,  and  wlm  spiike  unto  me,  and  su-ai-e  unto  me, 
sayintf,  I'nto  thy  seo<l  will  I  e^re  this  Lmd;  he  shall  send  his 
iiugu-l  before  thee,  atid  tliou  sliidl  take  a  witL*  imto  my  son 
from  thence.  And  if  the  woman  be  not  willing  to  IVdIow 
thee,  then  thou  ahalt  be  clear  from  this  my  oath  ;  iudy 
brinif  not  my  son  thitbtr  again.  And  the  servant  sware 
to  Abraham  concerning  the  matter. 

And  the  servant  took  leu  camels,  of  tlie  camels  of  his 
mftster,  and  departed  ;  for  ull  the  goods  of  his  muster  were 
ill  his  hanti :  aiul  he  arose,  and  went  t(j  Mi  supulaniia,  ujito 
the  city  of  Nahor,  And  he  made  his  {"aniels  to  kneel  down 
without  the  city  by  a  well  of  water  at  the  time  of  evening, 
the  time  that  woujeii  go  out  to  draw  water.  And  he  said, 
O  tiod  of  my  master  Abniliam,  1  pray  thee  si'iul  me  gwtd 
speed  this  day, and  slu'w  kindness  unto  mv  inastcr  Abraham. 
Behold,  I  stand  liy  tlie  well  of  water;  and  tlie  daughters  of 
the  nier  of  the  city  come  out  to  draw  water:  and  let  it  conte 
to  pass,  that  the  damsel  to  whom  I  shall  say,  Let  down  thy 
uituher,  1  |jray  thee,  that  I  may  drink ;  and  she  shall  say, 
Drink,  and  1  will  give  tfiy  camels  drink  also:  let  the  sjime  Iw 
she  that  thou  hast  appointed  for  tliy  servant  Isaac;  and 
thereby  shall  I  know  that  thou  hast  shewed  kindness  unto 
my  master. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  belocx-  be  bad  done  speaking,  that, 
betudd,  Uebekah  eanie  out,  the  daughter  of  Bethuei  the  son  of 
Nalior,  Abraham's  brother,  M'itli  her  pitcher  ujjon  her  shoulder. 
And  the  damsel  was  very  fair  to  look  upon  :  aitd  s!ie  went 
down  to  the  well,  and  tilled  her  pitcher,  and  came  up.  And 
the  servant  ran  to  meet  her,  atid  s;dd.  Let  me,  I  pray  thee, 
drink  a  little  water  of  tbv  pitcher.  Aiid  she  said,  Drink,  my 
lord  :  and  she  hasted,  and  let  down  her  pitcher  upon  her  hand. 
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iiiu3  gave  liiin  drink.  Am)  when  she  hud  done  gi^it)|t;  him 
drink,  she  Raid.  1  will  finiw  for  tby  ciuiipIs  al»o,  until  they 
have  done  drinking.  And  shi*  hastefi.aiid  emptied  her  piudier 
into  tlie  tnjusrii,  and  ran  iitpiin  unt*i  the  «'ell  to  dnnv  water. 
iind  drew  i'or  idl  his  cjinteis.  And  the  man  gazed  at  her  in 
silent  Momlt^r,  eiiger  tu  know  whether  God  had  made  liis 
journey  [)niK|HToua  or  not.  And  il  cjimc  to  puss,  when  the 
camels  had  done  drinking,  that  the  man  took  a  gijlden  ring  of 
half  a  shekel  M'eiglit,  and  two  braeelets  for  her  hands  of  ten 
shekels  weight  of  guhl ;  and  said  ;  Whose  daughter  art  thou  ? 
tell  me,  1  pray  thee.  Is  there  room  in  thy  father's  house  for 
ns  to  Kidge  in  !  And  she  said  unto  him,  1  am  the  daughter 
of  Bethuel  tla*  son  of  Nahor.  She  said  moreover  unto  him, 
We  have  both  straw  and  provender  enough,  at]d  roont  to  kidge 
ill.  And  the  man  bowed  down  his  head,  and  worshipped 
God.  And  he  said,  Blesaetl  be  God,  wIjo  hath  not  left  desti- 
tute my  master  of  his  mercy  and  his  truth :  aa  for  me,  God 
hath  \cd.  me  straight  to  the  liouse  of  my  master's  brethren. 
And  the  damsel  ran,  and  told  them  of  her  mother's  Imuse 
all  these  things^, 

Islow  Uebekab  had  a  l)rother,  an<l  his  name  was  Lflbaii : 
and  Likhan  ran  out  unto  tlie  man,  unto  the  well.  And 
it  eame  to  pass,  when  he  saw  the  ring,  and  the  hraeelets 
upon  his  sister's  hands,  an<l  vtdien  he  lieard  the  words  of 
Rehekah  his  sister,  spying,  Thus  spake  the  man  unto  me; 
that  he  came  unto  the  man ;  and,  behold,  he  stooii  by  the 
camels  at  the  well.  And  he  sjiid,  (^imie  In,  thou  blessed 
of  God ;  wherefore  stmidest  tliou  without  ?  for  1  liare 
prepared  the  house,  and  room  for  the  camels.  .\nd  the 
man  eame  into  the  houRe,  and  he  ungirdled  his  camels;  and 
gave  straw  and  provender  for  the  camels,  and  water  to  wash 
liis  I'et't  and  the  mei/s  feet  that  were  with  him.  And  there 
was  set  food  before  him  to  cat :  but  he  said.  I  will  not  eat, 
until  I  have  told  mine  errand.     And  he  said,  Speak  on. 

And  be  said,  1  am  Abraham's  servant.  And  God  hath 
blessed  niy  master  greatly  ;  and  he  is  become  great :  and  he 
hath  given  him  flocks  and  herds,  and  silver  and  gold,  and 
menservants  and  maidservants,  and  camels  and  asses.  And 
Sarah  my  master's  wife  hare  a  son  to  my  master  wlien  she 
was  old:  and  unto  him  Itath  be  given  all  that  lie  hath.  And 
my  master  made  me  swear,  saying,  Thou  shalt  not  take 
a  wife  to  my  son  of  the  daughters  of  the  Cnnaanites,  in 
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whose  land  I  dwell :  but  thou  shall  ^o  xmto  my  fjtther b  house, 
Kiid  to  my  l4iiulre<l,;iiHl  fctke  a  wife  unto  my  sou.  And  1  siiid 
unto  my  master,  IVradvcnturc  the  woiunn  will  not  Follow  me. 
And  he  said  unto  lue,  God,  bfi'ore  whom  I  walk,  will  send 
his  iingel  with  thee,  and  prosper  thy  way;  and  thou  shult 
lake  a  wife  for  my  son  of  my  kindred,  anil  of  my  father's 
houRe  :  then  shalt  thou  he  clear  from  my  oath,  when  thou 
comest  to  my  kindred ;  and  if  they  give  her  not  tn  thee,  llum 
shult  be  elear  from  my  oath.  And  I  came  this  day  unto  the 
well,  and  said,  O  God  of  my  niaater  Ahraliam,  if  now  thow 
do  prosper  my  wjiy  which  I  go:  behold,  I  Btaiid  by  the 
well  of  water;  and  let  it  come  to  pass,  that  when  a  maiden 
Cometh  forth  to  draw  water,  and  1  say  to  her.  Give  me, 
I  pray  thee,  a  little  water  of  thy  pitcher  to  drink :  and  she 
SUV  to  me.  Both  drink  thou,  aud  I  will  also  draw  for  thy 
camels:  let  the  same  he  the  woman  whom  (Jod  hath  ap- 
pointed for  Tny  maslfr's  son.  And  before  I  had  done  speiiking 
in  mine  heart,  behold,  Rehekah  came  forth  with  her  pitcher 
on  her  shoulder ;  and  she  went  down  unto  the  well,  and 
drew:  and  1  said  unto  her.  Let  ine  driidi,  I  pray  thee.  And 
she  made  haste,  and  let  dou  n  her  pitcher  from  ht-r  shoulder, 
and  Kiid,  Drink,  ainl  1  M'iU  ^'ive  thy  canietx  drink  also:  mi 
I  drank,  and  she  made  the  camels  drink  also.  An<]  I  asked 
her,  and  said.  Whose  daughter  art  thou  ?  And  she  said,  'I'he 
daughter  of  Bethucl,  Nahor's  sour  and  I  put  the  rini(  u|Km 
her  face,  and  the  bracelets  upon  her  hands.  And  I  bowed 
down  my  head,  and  worshipped  (lod,  who  Inul  led  me  in  the 
right  way  to  take  my  nuiKter's  brother's  daughtpr  for  his  son. 
And  now  if  ye  will  deal  kindly  and  truly  with  my  master, 
tell  me:  and  if  not,  tell  me;  that  1  may  tura  to  the  right 
hand,  or  to  the  left. 

Then  Lahan  and  Bethuel  anttweml  and  said,  The'thlug 
proceedeth  from  God :  we  cannot  speak  unto  thee  bad  or 
good.  Behold,  Rcbckah  is  hefore  thee,  take  her,  arul  go, 
and  let  her  be  thy  master's  son's  wH'c,  as  God  hath  sjK)ken. 
And  it  came  to  puss,  tliat,  when  Abraham's  Hervcmt  heard 
their  Monls,  be  worsliippcd  God,  bowing  tiimaelf  to  the 
earth.  And  the  servant  brought  forth  jewels  of  Hilver,  uiid 
jewels  of  gold,  and  raiment,  and  gave  them  to  Uehckali :  he 
gave  also  to  her  brother  and  to  licr  mother  preciouH  things. 
And  they  did  cat  and  drink,  be  and  the  men  that  were  with 
him.  Olid  tarried  all  night ;  and  they  rose  up  in  the  niomingf 
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and  he  ajtid,  Send  me  awiij  unto  my  niiLfiler,  And  her  brother 
and  her  inother  »nn\.  Let  the.  duiiitH'l  abide  with  uh  a  few  days, 
at  the  least  teu  ;  after  that  bIic  sliuIJ  f;o.  And  he  said  unto 
them,  Hinder  nie  not,  seeinjf  God  huth  prtwpered  my  way; 
6tnd  nie  away  that  1  may  go  to  my  master.  And  they  said. 
We  will  call  the  daniKel,  and  iii(|ULre  at  Iter  mouth.  And 
they  culled  Kebekah,  and  said  unto  her,  AMlt  thou  ^  with 
this  man?  And  she  sitid,  I  Mill  go.  lSo  they  sent  away 
Kebekah  their  sister,  and  her  nur8e,  and  Abraham's  servant, 
and  his  iiicu.  And  thi-y  blessed  Rebekah,  and  said  unto  her, 
O  sister,  Im;  thou  the  mother  of  thousands  of  ten  thousands. 
And  Rebekah  arose,  and  her  damsels,  and  they  rude  ujiou 
the  camels,  and  followed  the  man  :  and  the  servant  took 
Rebekah,  and  «ent  his  way.  Afid  Iwiiii- went  out  to  meditate 
in  the  Held  at  the  eventide:  and  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and 
saw,  and,  Ix'bold,  camels  were  coming.  And  Rebekah  lifted 
up  Iter  eyL'H,  and  when  she  saw  Isaac,  iibc  liii^htcd  off  the  ciitnel. 
And  she  t^aid  unto  the  servant,  What  man  is  this  tliat  Malkelh 
in  the  field  to  meet  us  ?  And  the  si-rvant  said,  It  is  my  niasti»r  : 
then  she  tank  her  veil,  and  covered  bei-self.  And  the  servant 
told  Isaac  all  that  he  had  done.  And  Isaac  brought  her 
into  hiH  motlier  Sarah^s  tent,  and  took  Rcl>eka]i,  and  she 
became  his  wife;  and  he  loved  her:  and  leaae  \i'aa  comforted 
after  hia  mother's  death. 

Some  time,  we  ure  not  told  how  long,  udev  this  happy  ranrriage 
bctwc'L-n  Imiihc  Jind  Ins  couhui  Kebekali  (slje  \nia  what  we  now  cull 
his  ■  first  cousin  oul-o  ivmoved  *)  Aljrjilmrti  died, '  in  a  jtuutl  old  age, 
an  old  man  and  lull  of  yenrs.  And  his  sons  Itnuc  iind  Isliniael 
hurieJ  hiai  in  ihe  cave  of  MaclipeKili,  in  thi?  field  of  Ejjhron  the 
mil  uf  Zuhar  lliu'  lilttitc,  which  he  had  himself  ijuicliasfd  from 
ihe  cliihlren  of  lleth  :  tliet'f  ivas  Abrahmii  buried  imd  Sfti'ah  liis 
wife.  He  had  htlipvcd  in  Ood  unto  the  end,  aud  his  faith  wae 
couuttid  to  him  as  righteousnes^s. 


ISAAC   AND   ABIMELECH 


*5 


CHAPTER   III 


§  I.  Ws  are  not  told  mach  aWnt  Isaac.  He  was,  it  vonld 
seeui,  »  guod  qikI  just  man,  and  God  lilct^si'd  liini.  In  the  dislriit 
wliere  he  dwelt  there  was  «  fnmiiit.  and  Unac,  Kui-king  food  for  bis 
cnttle.  travelled  iuto  the  hmit  of  the  Philistines,  to  ticrar  tlio 
capital.  TUt  king  of  the  PliilistineH  wiis  callefi  Ahimelech.  And 
there  Isimc  hnd  a  vision,  such  as  Ahrahatn  his  father  had  had 
Iwfore  hitn.  And  the  \Void  of  (ioil  ciimi;  to  him  jiiid  suit!,  '  I  will 
be  with  thee,  and  will  hleaa  thee ;  (or  unto  thee,  nnd  unto  thy  se«d, 
will  I  give  the  land  of  Can/iwn,  aiid  I  will  confirui  tlie  onth  which 
I  swear  unto  Ahi-aham  thy  father ;  and  I  will  increase  ihy  sftiid 
as  the  »tai-a  of  heaven,  and  wiU  ^dve  the  land  unto  thy  ifecd  ;  and 
tlirou^'h  Ihy  seed  cball  nil  ihc  mitiyns  of  the  earth  be  blessed; 
because  that  Abiaham  ol^eyud  my  voice  nnd  kept  my  thnrj^x",  my 
comm.tnclinent^,  my  utatutee  and  my  laws.'  If  we  ask  what  were 
the  toninnindmeiits  of  (Jod  which  Abialuttn  kept,  the  answer  i<n  what 
we  already  Ituow  :  Abraliiim  believed  in  Gud  juid  did  righteoua- 
ueBn.  For  tlieee  things,  faith,  ri^hteoa.'^iiesH,  and  luve,  are  tbu 
otemid  lawB  of  Liod,  which  ehall  never  pjiss  away. 

IsaAC  dwelt  for  a  time  at  CJerar,  and  he  was  ver^*  proBpei-ous. 

And  Isnac  sowed  in  that  land,  and  received  in  the  8;mie 
year  an  hundredfold  :  and  Gnd  blessed  him.  And  the  man 
waxed  jfreiit  and  j^creater  luitil  he  became  very  great :  and 
he  hiid  florks,  and  herds  and  great  store  ol"  aervanta  :  and 
the  Philistines  envied  him.  And  all  the  wells  uhieli  hia 
father*s  servants  had  difj^ed  in  the  days  of  Abraha?n  his 
father,  the  Philistines  stopped  them,  and  filled  them  with 
earlb.  And  Abiuieleeh  said  unto  Isaac,  Go  from  ns ;  for 
tliou  art  much  nuij^htier  than  m'c.  And  Isaae  departud  tlicjiec, 
and  pitehed  Iiirt  tent  in  the  valley  of  Gerar,  and  dvvtdt  there. 
And    Isaac    digged   again   the  wells  of  water,  which  they 
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had  digged  in  the  dnjs  of  Abrahaii)  Iiis  father;  for  the 
PliilistiiiL's  h;ul  stopped  tliern  after  the  dfath  of  Abraham: 
aiid  he  called  tlieir  iiumes  after  the  names  by  whicli  his  father 
had  called  tlieni.  And  Isaac's  servants  dij;;£r'^d  in  the  valley, 
and  found  there  a  well  of  Hpriiiijlnij  water.  And  tljc  lierdmcu 
of  (lerar  strove  with  Isaac's  herdmen,  saying.  The  water  Is 
ours :  and  he  called  the  name  of  the  well  Esek,  that  is, 
Contention  ;  because  tliey  strove  vrith  him.  And  they  dipfged 
asiotjicr  well,  and  they  strove  for  that  also :  and  he  called  the 
iiuinc  of  it  Sitnah,  that  is,  Enmity.  And  he  removed  from 
thence,  and  digK*^d  another  well;  and  for  that  tliey  strove 
not:  and  lie  called  the  name  of  it  Reholx)th,  that  is.  Room; 
and  he  saitl,  For  now  God  hath  made  room  for  us,  and  we 
sh;ill  be  fruitful  in  the  hind. 

From  (lerar  he  went  to  a  phce  cnllerl  Peer-sheba.  And  there  he 
had  aaothev  vieion  in  the  ai^dit,  and  the  divine  voice  said  to  Jiiai, 
*  Fear  not,  fur  1  am  with  thee,  aad  will  hleaa  thee,  and  multiply 
thy  seed  for  my  aeivunt  Ahiahiini's  finke.'  And  leanc  huiU  an 
allar  there,  and  wnrshipjied  God;  and  he  pitched  liia  tent  there, 
and  his  servants  digged  a  well. 

When  Istiac  pi-ospured  •greatly,  Abimdech  the  Fhilistiae  chicFtain 
tlidught  he  would  like  lo  make  up  the  quarrel  between  the  lienl- 
nicii  of  Cierar  ami  tlip  hordiiien  of  I^aac.  U  was  beet  to  nmku 
friends  with  bo  prosperous  a  man.      So 

Ahimelcch  went  to  him  from  Gerar,  and  Ahnz/ath  his 
frieiulj  and  Phicol  the  captain  of  bis  army.  And  Isaac  said 
unto  them.  Wherefore  come  ye  to  me,  seeing  yc  liatc  me, 
and  have  sent  mc  away  from  you  ?  And  they  said.  We 
saw  certainly  that  God  was  with  thee  :  and  we  aaid.  Let  there 
now  I)e  an  oath  betwixt  ua,  even  betwixt  ns  and  thee,  and 
let  us  make  a  covenant  with  thee ;  that  thtm  wilt  do  us  no 
hurt,  as  we  have  not  touched  thee,  arul  us  we  have  done  unto 
thee  nothinar  but  good,  and  have  sent  thee  away  in  peace : 
thou  art  now  blessed  of  God.  And  he  made  them  u  feaat, 
and  tliey  did  eat  and  drluk.  And  they  rose  up  betimes  in 
the  morning:,  and  sware  one  to  another :  and  Isaac  sent  tlicm 
away,  and  tliey  dejuarted  from  him  in  peace.  And  it  came 
to  pass  the  same  day,  that  Isaac's  servants  came,  and  told 
him  concerning  the  well  which  they  had  digf^ed,  and  said 
unto  him,  We  have  found  water.  And  Isaac  called  it  Shlbah, 
that  isj  Swearing. 


I 
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From  this  stoi-y  of  Isaac "b  we]],  people  supposwl  that  tho  nnmo 
of  the  city  whicli  wa«  built  in  Inter  days  near  iJte  well  w»3  called 
Beer-shpbd,  that  is,  tlio  '  well  of  the  oath '  or  '  well  ol"  Bwearing;,' 
hut  utheiB  oonuected  it«  name  with  a  similar  etor;  told  nhout 
Ahriihaii), 

§  a.  Isiuic  linil  Itelieknh  had  two  Bona.     Tlie  elder  was  called 

iu,  the  younger  Jacob.  The  Jcwp  helipved  tlmt  their  own 
BBtor  was  Jacob  the  youii^irei'  »ou,  while  the  ancestor  of  their 
uraghbours  and  kiiiiimt'U  the  Kdomiles  vna  Kiinu  the  elder  ^ou. 

As  the  boys  grew  up,  Ebau,  ibe  lUlilo  telln  uv,  beeatiio  '  a  cicvor 
hunter,  a  man  of  the  plaine,  but  Jacob  was  o  ijuiet  man,  who  Btnyed 
by  tii«  tcnta.' 

Uufortunately  their  parents  did  not  love  them  equally,  ajnl  from 
this  cUvisioii  and  favyuritisiu  sore  troubles  arose.  laaac,  we  we 
told.  '  loved  Ebou  because  he  did  eat  of  liis  vt-nisou  :  but  llohekah 
loved  Jacob.' 

The  two  brothers  did  not  live  hajipily  together,  and  a  Btraiige 
tale  is  told  Iiow  Jacob  oDce  behaved  very  cruelly  to  Itiit  Lrothtr 
Etau.  In  ancient  tinies  and  in  cableru  latids  the  cldust  ton  had 
special  riglita  and  priinleges.  aud  even  in  England  to  thifi  day 
these  privileges  huve  not  quite  boen  abolishtd.  Here,  thcUv  is  what 
we  are  told : 

J;u'oh  sod  pottage  :  :u)[l  Esau  came  from  the  field,  and  he 
was  fwint :  ;md  Estiii  said  to  Jacob,  Feed  me,  I  pr.'iy  thee, 
M-ith  that  snnie  red  iwttage ;  for  I  luii  faint:  therefore  was 
his  tiaiiic  called  Edoiii.  And  Jiu-uh  Haid,  Fii-at  sell  me  thy 
birthright.  And  Esau  said,  Behold,  I  am  at  the  point  to  die: 
and  what  profit  shall  this  hirtlirlght  do  to  me'  And  Jacob 
said,  First  swear  to  mej  and  he  Bware  unto  him:  and  he 
sold  his  birthright  nnto  Jacob.  Then  Jucob  gave  Eaau 
bread  aud  putlairc  oi'  leiitilL'H ;  and  he  dJid  cut  und  di-iiik,  and 
rose  up,  and  went  his  way :  thug  Egaii  despised  his  blrth- 
rigiit. 

The  Bibltrnl  narrator  is  perhaps  justified  in  saying  that  Esaa 
'  despised  his  liirthright.'  He  barters  away  his  Idrthri^ht  for  food. 
Could  he  not  huve  restrajfled  his  dem-e  )  But,  on  the  otliier  hand, 
Jacob's  eoiiduct  isunhrotberly  and  ininiutal.  Hi^  character  needed 
the  purification  of  sntfenng  and  sorrow.  It  is  noticeable  that  Jacob 
nei'er  nialiSJ^  any  use  of  tins  ille^'itimately  acquired  birthright. 
Kor  does  laaac,  as  we  aliaU  see,  miike  auy  reference  to  it. 

$  3.  The  Bible  telU  us  another  most  striking  and  gmphic  story 
iibout  Ksuu  and  Jacob.     l]i  it,  again,  Jucub  plays  a  mean  part,  and 
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yei  the  fault  i»  not  m  iniicli  liin  as  that  of  his  mother,  KcliekAli.  In 
dDcieiit  times  inyateriourf  weight  Vfos  Bttncheil  to  a  bleaaiiig  aud  to 
ti  curse.  More  e8[jmaUy  was  thv  Ijle&slug  of  a  father  sup|Kist'd  in 
pome  inexplicable  way  to  bo  iikely  to  tiring  with  it  its  own  iulfil- 
ment.  A  hIppRing  once  iitterpd  <'onId  nut  he  revokpd.  These 
ideas  have  now  cjuietly  patisttd  awiiy.     Here  fullows  the  story  : 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  when  laaiic  was  old,  and  his  eyes 
were  dim,  so  tliat  he  could  not  see,  he  called  Esnu  his  eldest 

son,  imd  sitid  unto  hitn,  Mv  son  :  and  he  said  iitito  him. 
Behold,  liere  mn  I.  And  he  said,  IJeliold  \m\v,  I  am  old, 
1  know  nitt  tht  day  of  my  death  :  now  tht-relfort'  take,  1  pray 
thee,  thy  weapons,  thy  (juiver  and  thy  how,  and  i^o  out  to  the 
field,  and  take  mp  some  venison  ;  and  innkc  me  saroui-y 
meat,  such  as  I  love,  and  bring^  it  to  uic,  that  1  may  cut ; 
that  my  soul  may  bless  thee  before  I  die.  And  Rebekah 
heard  wheii  Isaac  spake  to  Kwiiu  his  snn.  And  ICsau  went 
to  tlie  field  to  htiiit  for  veiiisoUj  and  tt)  hrinj^  it. 

And  Rebekah  spnke  unto  Jacob  her  son,  saying.  Behold, 
I  heard  thy  father  spciik  unto  iisan  thy  bi-other,  saying, 
Brin^  nxe  retiison,  and  make  me  savoury  nu'at,  that  I  may 
cat,  and  bless  thee  before  my  death.  Nou  tlu'refore,  my  son, 
obey  my  voice  according  to  that  which  I  command  thee. 
Go  now  to  the  flock,  and  fetch  ]ne  from  thence  t«o  good 
kids  of  the  ^oats;  and  1  will  nmkc  them  savoury  meat  for 
thy  father,  such  as  lie  loveth  :  and  tliou  shall  briiij^  it  to  thy 
father,  that  he  may  cat,  and  that  he  may  bless  tliee  before 
his  death.  And  Jacob  said  to  Reljekah  his  mother,  Btdiold, 
Esau  my  brother  is  a  hairy  man,  and  I  am  a  smooth  man : 
My  father  peradventure  nill  feel  me,  and  I  shall  seem  to 
him  us  a  nioL'kcr;  and  I  shall  brinL(  a  curse  upon  me,  and 
not  a  hlrssing.  And  his  mother  said  urito  him,  Upon  me  Up. 
thy  cui-sf,  my  son  :  oidy  obey  my  voice,  and  go  ft'toh  me 
them.  And  he  went,  and  fetched,  and  brought  them  to  his 
mother:  and  his  mother  made  savoury  meat,  such  iis  his 
father  loved.  And  Rebekah  took 'goodly  raiment  of  her 
eldest  son  Ksau,  whicli  wvn-  with  her  in  the  house,  and  put 
them  upon  Jacob  her  younger  sim  :  and  she  put  the  skins  of 
the  kids  of  the  goats  upc)]i  his  hands,  and  upon  tlie  smooth 
of  hiH  neck :  and  slie  gave  the  savoury  meat  antl  the  bread, 
which  she  had  prej^ared,  into  the  hand  of  ber  son  Jacob. 

And  he  came  unto  his  fatlicr,  and  said,  My  father  :  and  he 
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said.  Here  am  I ;  who  art  thou,  my  son  ?  And  Jacob  said 
untu  bis  fiLthiT,  I  HDi  Esnu  thy  firstborn  ;  1  hiivo  done 
accordinjf  Jia  thou  biidLat  me:  urisr,  I  prtiy  Ihce,  sit  and  eat 
of  my  venison,  that  thy  soul  inny  hlettR  tno.  And  \»:isu'.  »:i'u\ 
unto  Ills  douy  Hciw  Is  it  that  tliou  hast  found  it  so  (juicklv, 
my  Ron  ?  And  he  said.  Because  the  Lord  thy  GikI  brougnt 
it  to  nie.  Aful  Isaar  said  UMt»i  Jacob,  Conic  near,  I  prny 
thee,  that  1  may  feel  thee,  my  wjti,  wlietlier  tliou  be  uiy  very 
son  Eniu  nr  not.  And  Jacob  went  near  unto  Uauc  his 
father;  and  be  felt  him,  and  BJiid,  The  voice  is  Jacob's 
voice,  but  the  hands  are  the  hands  of  Ksaii.  And  he  dis- 
cerned ]iim  not,  because  his  hands  wcw  htiirj,  us  his  brotlicr 
Ksuu's  hands :  so  lie  blessed  him.  And  he  said.  Art  thuu 
my  very  son  K^au  r  And  In*  said,  I  iiin.  And  he  said, 
Brint;  it  near  to  me,  and  I  will  eat  of  my  son's  venison,  tliat 
my  soul  may  bless  thee.  And  he  brought  it  near  to  him,  and 
he  did  cat:  and  he  brouf^ht  him  wine,  and  he  draidt.  And 
his  father  Isuau  sJiid  unto  him,  Come  near  now,  and  kiss  me, 
my  m>n.  And  lie  came  near,  and  kissed  him :  and  he 
smelled  the  Rmpll  of  his  raiment,  and  blessed  liim,  and  s;ud. 
See,  the  smell  of  my  son  is  iis  the  smell  of  a  field  which  God 
liutii  blessed:  may  (-iod  i^ivc  thcc  of  the  dew  of  heaven,  aiid 
the  fatness  of  the  ciLTtii,  wnd  plenty  (jf  corn  and  wlae :  let 
peoples  serve  thee,  and  nritiuns  bow  down  to  thee:  be  lord 
over  thy  brethren,  and  let  thy  mother's  sons  bow  <lown 
to  thee :  curse<i  be  every  one  that  curscth  thee,  and  blessed 
be  he  that  blesseth  thee. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  Isaac  had  made  an  end  of 
blessing  Jucob,  and  Jacob  w;is  yet  scarce  gone  out  from  the 
presence  of  Isaac  his  father,  that  Esau  his  brother  came 
in  from  his  hunting.  And  he  also  had  made  siivoury  meat, 
ttud  brought  it  unto  his  father,  and  said  wilo  his  father,  Let 
my  father  arise,  and  eat  of  his  scm's  venison,  that  thy  soul 
may  I)h;sH  me.  .\nd  Isaac  his  father  said  unto  him,  Who 
art  thou?  And  he  said,  I  am  thy  son,  tliy  firstlxirn  Esau. 
And  Isaac  trembled  very  exceedingly,  and  6;iidj  Who  then 
was  he  that  hath  taken  venison,  and  brought  it  me,  and 
I  Imve  eaten  of  all  before  thou  canicst,  and  have  blessed  him  ? 
yea,  and  he  shall  be  blessed.  And  when  Esau  heard  the 
words  of  his  fatlier,  he  cried  with  a  great  and  exceeding 
bitter  cry,  and  said  unto  bis  fatlier,  Bless  me,  e\en  mc  also, 
O  my  fatficr.     .\nd  he  said.  Thy  brother  came  with  subtilty. 
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and  hath  tiiken  away  thy  bicssinj;.  And  he  said,  Is  not  he 
riiflitly  niinifd  Jficob  (that  is,  a  supplanter)  ?  for  he  hath 
HupphiiLtctI!  mc  these  two  times  :  ht;  tuok  away  niy  birthriifht; 
and,  helie>ld,  ]ioiV  he  hath  taken  away  mv  hicssing.  And  he 
said,  Hast  ttiou  not  reserved  a  blessing  for  me)  And  Uaac 
answered  and  said  utito  Esau,  Behold,  I  have  made  him  thy 
lord,  and  all  his  brethren  liavc  I  given  to  him  for  servants ; 
atid  with  L-orn  and  wine  have  1  sustained  liiin:  and  what 
shall  I  do  Jiow  unt«  the^,  my  non  r  And  Ksau  said  unto  his 
father,  Hast  thou  but  one  bles&int;,  my  father?  I»le»-s  me, 
even  me  also,  O  my  father.  And  Esait  lifted  tip  his  voice, 
ami  wept.  Antl  Isaac  his  father  answered  and  said  unto 
him.  Behold,  thy  dwelling  sbidl  be  far  from  the  fatness  of  the 
earth,  and  far  from  tlie  cU;w  of  heaven  above ;  and  by  thy 
sword  shalt  tfiou  live,  and  shalt  servt*  thy  bn)tber ;  but  it 
shall  conit'  to  pass  when  thou  sbalt  struggle,  that  thou  shalt 
break  his  yoke  from  oif  thy  neck. 

And  Esan  bated  Jacob  bctausL'  uf  the  blessing  wherewith 
his  father  blessed  him :  and  Esau  said  in  his  heart,  The 
days  of  mnuriiing  for  mv  father  are  at  liaml ;  tlicn  will  I  slay 
my  brother  Jacob.  And  these  words  of  Pjsau  Ijer  elder  son 
were  told  to  Rebekali :  and  she  sent  and  called  Jacob  her 
v<nmgcr  son,  and  :^aid  unto  him.  Behold,  thy  brother  Ksau  is 
plottinir  vengeance  against  thee  and  seeks*  to  kill  thee.  Now 
therefore,  my  son,  obey  niy  voice ;  iitid  arise,  flee  thou  to 
Lahan  my  brother  to  Haran  ;  and  tiirry  ^"th  him  a  while, 
until  thy  brother's  fury  turn  a«ay ;  until  thy  brother's 
anger  turn  away  from  thcc,  and  he  forget  that  which  thou 
hast  dime  to  him :  then  I  will  send,  and  fetch  thee  from 
thence:  why  should  I  he  deprived  of  you  both  in  one  day  ? 


§  4.  A  ]at*^r  Inetori,in  Ignored  or  rejected  tins  story  of  the  stolen 
blessing  eiitirtfly.  Accordinfr  tu  hiiu  it  waa  determined  by  God 
that  Jwfob  bhould  receivi;  the  blessing  of  AbrahEoii.  Erau.  lie  tolU 
11^,  had  luiirriud  two  Uittite  women,  called  .Judith  and  Bashematli. 
They  weve  two  nf  the  '  daughters  of  the  land.'  that  is,  women 
iK-U'ngiiipf  to  one  of  ttie  tribes  aiiioag  whom  Isaac  lived,  and  so 
tliey  were  probably  khjlatrt-Hses,  They  limt  not  been  brought  up  to 
worthip  the  one  true  Uod  lika  Esiui  and  Jut-oh,  nud  perhaps  they 
were  not  willing,  like  Jfehekah,  to  ndnpt  intelligently  nnd  lovingly 
the  religion  luid  worship  of  their  hoshand.  So  Eeau's  Hiltite 
wives  were  a  aoi-e  trouble  to  Isaac  and  Rebekah.     '  And  Itebekah 
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mid  tu  Isaac,  I  nio  weary  of  my  life  becnuse  of  tlie  duuglilers 
of  Holh:  if  Jiicub  ulso  tukc  a  wife  of  tLe  dnu^hU-is  of  Heth, 
one  of  the  dnughtcrs  of  the  L-uid,  wlmt  good  &Iia11  mj  life  do 
Diet' 

Then  Isaac  called  Jacob,  and  blcssfH  him.  and  charfjed  him, 
and  Sitid  unto  him.  Thou  sludt  not  Uikc  a  wife  of  the  dauRhtcra 
of  Canuan.  Arise,  b;o  to  Paddan-anim,  to  the  house  of  Bethuel 
thy  mother's  father;  and  t*ike  tliee  a  wife  from  thence  of 
the  danghtenn  of  Laban  thy  mother's  brother.  And  Gotl 
Almiglity  bless  thee  and  make  thee  frnitftd,  and  multiply 
thee,  that  thou  niayest  be  a  luultitude  of  peoples;  and 
give  thee  the  blessing  of  Abraham,  to  thee,  and  to  tliy  seed 
with  thee;  that  thou  mayest  inherit  the  land  of  thy  sujourii- 
iiigs,  which  God  gave  unto  Abraham, 

§5.  So  Jacob,  accordinj,'  to  both  iiBrrntorB,  bns  to  travfl  far 
away  from  liis  oM  home-  And  as  he  journeyed,  hu  come  to  a 
place 

Where  he  tarried  all  nijrht,  because  the  sun  was  set ;  and 
he  took  a  stone  that  was  there,  and  put  it  for  a  pillow, 
and  lav  down  in  that  place  to  sleep.  And  lie  dreamed, 
and  behold  a  hulder  set  up  oci  the  eajth,  and  the  top  of  it 
readied  to  heaven:  and  iM'hiihl  the  anicels  of  tJod  aseeiulinja; 
and  descending,'  on  it.  An<l  Jacob  heard  a  voice  which  said, 
1,  the  (iod  of  Abraham  iuid  of  Isaac,  will  jrivc  thee  the  lan<l 
whereon  thou  Hest,  to  thee  and  to  thy  seed.  And  thy  seed 
shall  be  as  the  dust  of  tlie  earth,  and  thou  shalt  spi-ead 
abroad  to  the  west,  tiud  to  the  east,  and  to  tlie  north,  and  to 
the  south  :  and  tln'ough  thee  and  throui^h  thy  seed  shall  all 
tlie  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed.  Aik),  iK'hold,  1  am  with 
thee,  and  will  keep  thee  in  all  places  whither  thou  ifoest,  and 
will  brinq-  thee  again  into  this  land ;  for  I  will  not  leave  thee 
iratil  I  have  done  that  which  1  have  spoken  to  thee  of.  Then 
Jacob  awaked  out  of  his  sleep,  and  he  said,  Surely  Uod  is  in 
tliis  place;   aitd  L  knew  it  not. 

Jacob  18  thus  taught  the  le«9on  that  God  is  not  limited  to  one 
place.  Even  to  distant  and  solitary  places  Clod's  providence 
cxlenda.  For  God  is  everywiitre.  'BcholiI,'  tmiil  a  wiw  king  of 
the  Hebrews,  of  whom  we  shnll  hear  later  on^  '  lieholti,  the  heaven 
mid  the  hertVttii  of  heavens  c«niiot  contain  him.' 

Jacob  contiuued  ou  his  Journey,  going  ever  eastward,  uutil  he 
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came  to  the  land  where  ilwelt  Labn.ii  hig  mother's  brother.  Then, 
as  the  Bible  goes  on  to  tell  us  : 

He  looked,  and  hebuld  it  well  !ii  tlie  field,  and,  lo,  three  flocks 
of  sheep  lyiii^-  there  by  it;  for  out  of  tliat  well  l.liev  wiilered 
the  floeks :  and  a  lyreat  Rtoiie  was  u[>i>n  the  well's  mnuth. 
Now  when  all  the  Hocks  were  pithered  together,  then  they 
rolled  the  atone  from  the  well's  niontli.  and  watered  the 
sheep,  and  put  the  stcnie  a^.tiii  upon  the  wuU's  mouth  lu  its 
plaee.  And  Jacob  i^aid  unto  tlient.  My  brethren,  whener  he 
ye?  And  they  said,  Of  Haran  are  we.  And  he  Maid  unto 
them,  Know  ye  Laban  the  Ron  of  Nalior?  And  they  said, 
We  know  him.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Is  it  well  with  him? 
And  they  said.  It  is  well :  and,  iM^hold,  Rachel  his  daughter 
Cometh  witli  the  sheep.  And  he  said,  Tx),  it  is  yet  bitjii  day, 
neither  is  it  time  that  the  cattle  should  be  tjatbered  toj^ether : 
watLT  ye  the  sheep,  and  go  and  feed  them.  And  they  said. 
We  cannot,  until  all  the  Hocks  be  gathered  loifelliL-r  ;  then  we 
roll  the  stone  from  the  wcU's  mouth  and  water  the  sheep. 
While  he  yet  spake  M*itb  them,  Rachel  came  with  her  father's 
sheep;  for  she  kept  them.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jacob 
saw  Uuchel  the  dauifhtcr  of  Laban  his  mother's  brotherj  and 
the  sheep  of  Laban  IiIh  iiiotber's  brother,  that  Jacob  went 
near,  and  rolled  the  stone  from  the  well's  mouth,  and  watered 
the  flock  of  Laban  bis  motber*'s  brother.  And  Jacob  kissed 
Rachel,  and  lifted  up  his  voice,  and  wept.  And  Jacob  told 
Rachel  that  be  was  her  father's  nephew,  and  that  he  was 
Rebekah's  son:  and  she  ran  and  told  her  father.  And  it 
came  to  pass  tfiat  whci]  Labun  beard  the  tidi[i,irs  of  Jacob  bis 
sister's  son,  that  lie  ran  to  meet  him,  and  embraced  him,  and 
kissed  him,  and  brought  him  to  his  bouBe. 

Jacob  IB  represented  to  ub  as  a  man  tif  mighty  strength,  and  so 
ill  his  crtHemesa  to  water  the  sheeji  of  hia  cousin  Uuchel,  he  moved 
the  hu^'e  stone  by  hiaiself,  whii^rb  usually  ti>nk  the  united  strength 
of  all  the  fcheplierdrt  to  move.  When  the  stone  waa  rolled  off  the 
mouth,  thtiy  could  lower  their  buckets  into  the  well,  aad  so  give 
drink  to  the  aheep. 

§  6.  Now  Lahan  had  two  daiigbters:  tLe  name  of  the  elder  whs 
LetJi,  ami  the  uame  of  the  younger  wag  Rachel.  Leah,  wh  art;  told, 
was  '  blear-eyed,  but  Rachel  wasbeflutiful  in  form  and  appcaranije.' 
Tiieu  tlie  wifch  of  Jacob's  father  was  fulfilled,  for  he  tell  in  love 
with  his  fair  cousin  Kachel.     '  And  Labun  said  unto  Jacob,  Because 
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iboa  art  mj  kinsiDiui,  shouJd««t  Uioa  therefore  serve  me  for 
noagfat  I  tell  tne,  what  oHnll  thy  wmgei  be  I  Now  Jacob  lond 
Bachel ;  uid  lie  ^d  unto  Labao,  I  will  serve  tbi-e  aeren  ynn 
for  Bacbel  tfay  rounger  dBiif{fater.  And  Lafaftn  said.  It  U  better 
I  giro  b«r  Cu  thee,  tti»n  tliat  I  fhuuld  give  ber  to  B  etmngrr: 
abide  with  me.  And  Jacob  aervMl  seTen  jear»  for  Bachel; 
and  thej  seemed  auto  him  bat  a  ft-w  da}-s,  for  the  lore  be  had 
io  her/ 

Work  tliat  is  done  for  love's  sake  seeou  abort  and  Kems  aweet. 
Let  us  remember  the  beautiful  wottla:  '  The  aeveD  veure  sctmcd  to 
him  but  a  few  rtAj-5,  for  the  love  he  bad  to  ber/ 

Then  at  the  end  of  the  seven  ypars,  Laban  prartifed  a  strange 
deceit  upon  Jacob.  He  told  him  that  it  wa^  not  the  rustoni 
of  bis  conntry  to  give  the  younger  daughter  in  marriage  l>efore 
the  firetlioni.  1£  therefore,  Jacob  waiite<l  to  raarry  Rachel, 
be  must  marry  I«eah  likewise.  Mi^reover,  he  was  to  serve 
Lalian  yet  another  seven  ^'ear!>.  So  Jacob  was  married  both 
to  Leab  and  Bachel.  and  he  tersed  Xjiban  yet  sereu  other 
years.  In  later  times  (be  Jew>  were  strictly  forbidden  to  marry 
two  a*lers. 

We  are  a  tittle  anrprised  to  find  both  Abraham  and  Isaac  so 
anxious  that  their  sous  ^ould  not  marry  from  the  '  daiigbtera  of 
Canaan.'  If  the  family  of  Terali  served  other  gods,  whit  was  th« 
diilereiice  between  them  and  the  Cunaaiiites  t  Both  were  Idolators. 
It  would  seem  as  if  Uiere  were  a  double  tradition  on  tliis  matter. 
Aocordiog  to  the  first,  all  Abraham's  famil}'  and  kinsmen  wor- 
shipped 'other  gods':  according  to  the  other,  at  least  his  brother 
Nalur  with  their  children  did  not.  They  worshipped  the  one  true 
God,  and  therefore  Abraham  and  I^aac  desired  that  their  ioos 
ahonid  find  wives  from  Xahor'e  family.  For  Kalior  was  the  fiiihcr 
of  Dethuel.  who  was  the  futhor  of  Bebekab,  and  Bebekah  was  the 
Blister  of  Laban,  who  was  the  father  of  Rachel. 

§  7.  Jacob,  we  are  told,  remained  wiUi  Laban  many  years,  and 
he  bad  many  children.  But  at  last  the  longing  grew  great  within 
lum  to  return  to  his  own  land,  and  to  see  hii*  father  and  bis  mother 
again.  So  he  set  forth  ou  his  way,  with  Leah  and  Kacbel  and  bis 
children,  and  his  servants,  and  bis  flocks,  and  bi<i  herds.  But  he 
remembered  what  In;  had  done  to  Esau  his  brother,  and  he  feared 
what  £aau  might  now  do  to  him.  So  he  sent  a  menage  to  him, 
and  he  Imdy  the  Worer  of  it  epoak  very  humbly,  as  if  Esau  were 
a  great  loi-d  and  Jacob  were  his  i^ervnnt.  But  things  turned  out 
far  better  than  he  expected,  and  better  even  than  he  de&crved. 
This  ifl  what  we  are  told. 
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And  Jacob  sent  messengers  before  liim  to  Esini  his  hrnther. 
And  he  conimnnded  them,  saying^.  Thus  shall  yo  speak  unto 
my  lord  Esiiu ;  Thus  siiith  thy  servutit  Jacob,  I  have  sojourned 
with  Laban,  iind  stayed  there  until  now:  and  I  hiive  axen, 
nnd  asset;,  flocks,  and  nienservaiits  und  niaulsrrvantR :  and 
I  have  sent  to  tell  my  lord,  that  I  may  find  grace  in  thy  sight. 
Aud  the  messengers  returned  to  Jacob,  saying,  Wc  came  to 
thv  brother  Ksau,  and  he  comcth  to  meet  thcc,  and  four 
hundred  men  with  htm.  Then  Jacob  was  greatly  afraid 
and  distretised :  and  he  divided  the  |iet)|ile  that  was  with 
hiiUj  and  the  flocks,  and  the  herds,  and  the  camels,  into  two 
camps;  and  he  said,  If  Esau  come  to  the  one  camp  and 
smite  it,  then  the  company  which  is  left  shall  escape. 
Aud  Jacob  said,  O  God  of  my  father  Abraham,  and  (iod  of 
my  father  Isaac,  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of  all  the 
mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth,  which  thou  hast  shewed  unto 
thy  aer%'ant;  for  with  my  statT  I  passed  over  this  Jordan; 
and  now  I  am  become  two  cunips.  Deliver  uie,  I  pray 
tliec,  from  the  hand  of  my  brother,  from  the  harul  of  Esau  : 
for  I  fear  liini,  lest  lie  come  ami  smite  uie,  the  mother  with 
the  children.  And  thou  saidst,  I  will  surely  do  thee  good, 
and  make  thy  seed  us  the  sand  of  the  Sea,  which  caunot  be 
numbered  for  niultitude. 

And  be  lodged  there  thitt  night  j  and  took  of  that  which 
came  to  liis  hand  as  a  present  for  Esau  his  brother ;  two 
hundred  shc-go:it=!  and  twenty  he-gouts,  two  hundred  ewes 
and  twenty  rams,  thirty  milch  camels  ami  lliecr  colts,  forty 
kine  and  ten  bulls,  twenty  sbe-assea  and  ten  foals.  And 
he  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  his  sen.'^aritf!,  every 
drove  by  itself ;  aud  said  unto  bis  soi'vants.  Pass  oi'er 
before  me,  nwi  put  a  space  betwixt  di-ove  and  drove.  And 
he  commanded  the  foremost,  saying,  When  Ksau  my  brother 
meeteth  thee,  and  asketh  thee,  saying.  Whose  art  thou?  and 
whither  goest  thou?  and  whose  are  these  Iwfore  thee?  then 
thou  shalt  say,  Thev  be  thy  servant  Jacob's ;  it  is  a  present 
sent  unto  my  lord  Esau :  and,  heboid,  he  too  is  behind  us. 
And  so  commanded  he  the  second,  and  the  third,  and  all 
tiiat  followed  the  droves,  saying,  On  this  manner  sludl  ye 
speak  unto  Esau,  when  ye  find  him;  and  say  ye,  moreover. 
Behold,  thy  servant  Jacob  is  behind  us.  For  he  said, 
1  will  appease  him  with  the  present  that  goeth  before  me, 
and  aftcivvard  I  will  see  Ids  face;  peradvcnture  he  will  accept 
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le.    So  went  the  present  over  before  him :  and  be  himself 
lodged  that  nigbt  in  the  camp. 

The  neTct  morning 

Jacob  lifted  up  his  eyes^  and  looked,  and,  behold.  Esau  came, 
Hiid  with  him  four  hundred  men.  Then  Jiicob  passed  on  in 
front  nf  Imth  his  ramps,  and  boired  liim^clf  tii  the  ijnnnjd 
seven  times,  until  he  came  near  to  hia  brother.  And  Esau 
ran  to  meet  him,  and  embraced  him,  and  fell  on  his  neck, 
and  kissed  him :  and  they  wept.  And  Ksau  lifted  up  hia 
eyes,  and  saw  the  women  and  the  children ;  and  said,  Who 
are  these  with  thee?  And  he  said.  The  children  wliicli  CJod 
hath  graciously  gi\"en  tliy  servant.  And  Esau  said,  What 
meanest  thoii  by  all  these  droves  which  I  met?  And  he  sai4i. 
To  find  grace  in  the  sight  uf  my  lord.  And  Ksuu  suid.  1  have 
enough  ;  my  brother,  keep  that  tfiou  hast  unto  thyself.  And 
Jacob  said.  Nay,  I  pray  thee,  if  now  I  have  found  grace  in  thy 
sight,  then  receive  my  present  at  my  hand.  Take,  I  pray  thee, 
my  gift  that  is  brought  to  thee ;  because  God  hath  dealt 
graciously  with  me,  and  beeuuse  X  have  enough.  And  he 
urged  him,  and  he  took  it. 

So  the  two  brothers  were  reconciler].  Eaau  accepted  JrcoVb 
present  to  ehow  that  he  forgave  liiiii.  Then  afttr  this  happy 
meeting,  in  which  E»«.au  behaved  so  generously,  the  two  hrotliprB  once 
more  aeparuted.  But  wc  hear  uf  tlietn  meeting  UDd  comhiig  once 
more  together,  when  Isaac  tliciir  fathtT  died,  *  old  aud  lull  of  days : 
and  hi«  sdu»  Keau  and  Jacob  buried  him.' 

§  8.  Jacyb  dwelt  hIso  in  the  lund  of  Cnnaiiu.  And  once  more 
he  had  a  vision,  and  he  seemed  to  heai'  God  Rjietilcing  to  him  and 
Baying,  '  Tliy  name  is  Jacob :  thy  name  fhaW  not  lie  cnllpril  any  more 
Jacob,  hut  lorael  slinll  be  Ihy  name.'  And  be  called  bis  uame  Ij-rael. 
And  God  said  unto  him,  'Be  Traitful  aiid  multiply,  and  the  i»iid 
•which   I  pronni^ed  unto  Abruham  and  Itnuic,  to  tliee  will  I  givo  it 

d  to  ihy  Beed.' 

It  is  not  here  said  why  the  name  I&rael  wnR  given  to  Jacob,  or 
'hat  it  means.  In  another  chapter  of  the  Bible,  the  cbauf(e  of 
lanie  is  told  tjuite  dilfei'ently :  it  ia  there  connected  with  a  weird 
story,  wbich  you  will  read  one  day  for  yourselves.  Jacob  ie  in 
future  toiuetinies  o»lled  by  bis  new  name  Israel,  and  sometimes  by 
his  old  name  Jacob. 

Jacob  had  twelve  sons,  and  these  were  their  names :  Keubeu, 
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Simeon,  Levi,  Judah,  DaD,  Napbtali,  Gad,  Aaher,  lEBacliar, 
Zebnlon,  Joseph,  and  Beiijamin.  The  last  two  were  the  Bons  of 
Bachel.  Of  Jacob's  eleventh  son,  Joseph,  the  Bible  has  a  great 
deal  to  tell  us.  You  will  remember  how  I  said  that  before  the 
Jews  settled  down  in  Palestine  as  tillers  of  the  soil  and  dwellers 
in  cities,  they  lived  for  many  years  in  the  north-east  corner  of 
Egypt.  It  was  through  Joseph  that  their  ancestors  first  cume  to 
and  lived  in  Egypt.  And  in  my  next  chapter  you  shall  hear  the 
stories  that  were  told  of  Joseph,  which  are  still  preserved  to  us  in 
the  Bible. 
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[.  Now  Israel  lored  Joseph  inorc  than  all  his  rhildirii, 
iHx'ause  l>e  nas  tlie  euu  of  his  ulil  a^:  autl  hr  made  him 
a  ro:itof  many  colours.  And  wht*n  his  hn'lhrrn  kiw  that  their 
father  Uived  him  niore  tlian  all  his  brethren,  they  hated 
him,  and  could  not  speak  peaceahly  unto  him.  And  Joseph 
dreamed  a  dream,  and  he  tuld  it  to  his  brethijrn :  and  ttiey 
hated  hiui  yet  the  more.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Uejir, 
I  pray  you,  this  dream  which  I  have  dreamed :  for,  tH*hold, 
we  were  bindinj;  sheaves  in  the  field,  and^  lo,  my  sheaf  anwe, 
and  also  stood  uprtifht ;  and,  t>ehuld,  your  sheaves  stiMMi 
round  about,  and  made  obeisance  to  my  sheaf.  Antl  his 
brethren  said  tu  him,  Sh:dt  thou  iniU*ed  rei^n  over  us  ?  or 
shalt  thou  indeed  have  dominion  over  usr  And  they  hated 
him  yet  the  more  for  his  dreams,  and  for  his  wonls.  And 
he  dreamed  yet  another  dream,  ami  told  it  to  his  brethren, 
and  said,  Behold,  1  have  dreamed  anotherdreani ;  and,  )>L'liiild, 
the  sun  and  the  uioon  and  thi*  eleven  stars  made  (]tH'is;mee  to 
me.  Ami  he  told  it  to  Ins  father,  and  to  his  brethreif ;  and 
his  father  rebuked  htm,  and  said  unto  him,  What  is  this 
di*aim  that  thou  bast  dreamed  ?  Shall  I  antl  thy  mother 
and  thv  brethreu  indeed  come  to  bow  down  onrsrlves  to 
thee  to  the  eailh  ?  And  hia  brethren  envied  hitu ;  but  his 
father  remembered  the  saying. 

And  it  came  to  pass  one  day  that  his  brethren  went  to  feed 

eir  father's  sheep  in  Shechcm. 

And  Israel  said  unto  Joseph,  Do  nut  thy  bi-ethren  feed 
the  flock  in  Rhechem  ?  come,  and  1  will  send  thee  unto 
tliem.  And  he  said  to  him,  Here  am  I.  And  he  said  to 
him.  Go  and  see  whether  it  l>e  well  with  thy  hi-etbren,  and 
well  with  the  flock;  and  brinjf  me  word  a^ain.  So  he  sent 
him  out  of  the  vale  of  llebrou,  and  he  came  to  Shechem. 
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And  a  certain  man  found  him,  and,  behold,  he  was 
wamlering  in  the  ficUl :  and  the  man  asked  him,  sayiiiff. 
What  aeekcst  thou  f  And  he  said,  I  seek  my  hrethren : 
tfU  me,  1  pray  thee,  where  they  arc  feeding  their  flocks. 
And  the  man  said.  They  arc  departed  hence:  for  I  heard 
them  say,  Let  us  go  to  Dothan.  And  Joseph  went  after 
his  brethren,  and  found  them  in  Dothan.  And  when  they  saw 
him  afar  off,  even  bt-fore  he  came  near  unto  them,  they 
conspired  against  hiin  to  shiy  him.  And  they  said  one 
to  another,  Kehohl,  this  dreamer  comcth.  Cotne  now  there- 
fore, and  let  us  ulay  him,  and  cast  hitii  into  some  pit, 
and  we  will  say,  An  evil  beast  hath  devoured  him :  and  we 
Fhall  see  what  will  become  of  bis  dreams.  And  Judah 
heard  it,  and  delivered  him  out  of  their  hand ;  and  said. 
Let  us  not  kill  him.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joseph 
was  come  unto  his  brethren,  that  they  stript  Joseph  of  his 
coat  of  man-y  colours  that  %vas  on  him  ;  and  they  took 
Jiiin,  and  cast  him  into  a  pit:  and  the  pit  waa  empty, 
there  was  no  water  in  it. 

And  they  sat  down  to  eat  bread :  and  they  lifted  up 
their  eyes  and  looked,  and,  behold,  a  travelHiig  company 
of  Isbmaelites  came  from  Gilead,  with  their  camels  bearing 
spicery  ami  bahn  and  myrrh,  going  to  carry  it  down  to 
Egypt.  And  Judah  said  unto  his  brethren.  What  profit 
is  it  if  we  slay  our  brother  and  conceal  his  blood? 
Come,  and  let  us  sell  him  to  the  Isbmaelites,  and  let 
not  our  hand  be  upon  him  ;  for  be  is  our  brother.  And 
bis  brethren  M'ere  content.  And  they  drew  and  lifted  up 
Joseph  out  of  the  pit,  and  sold  Joseph  to  the  ishmaelites 
for  twenty  pieces  of  silver.  And  they  broujKht  Joseph  into 
Egypt.  And  they  took  Joseph's  coat,  and  killed  a  hc-goat, 
and  dipped  the  coat  iji  the  blood ;  and  they  took  the  coat 
of  many  colours,  and  brought  it  to  then-  father ;  and  said. 
This  liave  we  found :  know  now  whether  it  be  thy  son's 
coat  or  not.  And  be  knew  it,  and  said,  It  is  nty  son's  coat; 
ail  evil  beast  hath  devoured  him ;  Joseph  is  m  ithout  doubt 
rent  in  pieces.  And  Jacob  rent  his  gannents,  and  put 
sackcloth  upon  Eiis  loins,  and  mourned  fur  bis  son  many 
days.  And  all  his  sons  and  all  his  daugbten*  rose  up  to 
comfort  him :  but  he  refused  to  be  comforted ;  and  he  said, 
For  1  will  go  down  to  the  grave  unto  my  son  mourning. 
Thus  his  father  wept  for  him. 
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In  thia  version  of  tlie  story  Juilnh  is  the  oiily  mercirul  one  of 
the  brothers,  though  even  he  is  ready  to  sell  his  brother  into 
slavery,  uud  docs  uut  Teiitni-c  to  tetl  tlie  truth  to  his  deceired 
father.  There  is,  however,  niiuther  rereioii  of  the  (nidition,  «c- 
coniing  to  which  Rculwn  rnmes  ont  the  best  of  the  brothers. 
According  to  this  vei'sion  Reubeu  persuades  his  brothers  not  to 
kill  Joseph,  but  merely  to  throw  him  iuto  the  empty  |nt  This 
they  do,  and  UeuWii  then  le*Vfs  his  broUier*,  intcudiog  to  come 
hack  secretly  after  they  hAve  gone,  and  take  Joseph  out  of  the 
pit  and  restore  him  to  his  fither.  But  meAnwhile,  af^er  the 
brothers  have  gone,  but  before  Keubeu  returns,  some  MidianUe 
mcrcbautnien  pass  by,  and  pevcviving  Joseph  in  the  pit,  they  draw 
him  out  aud  take  him  to  Egypt,  where  tlicy  too  sell  him  for  u  pIhvo. 
When  Kenben  comes  hack,  it  is  only  to  find  the  pit  empty.  '  And 
he  rent  his  clothes.'  Tlieti  he  returns  to  hit;  brnthere  and  tells 
them  the  story,  and  he  says,  'The  cliild  is  not;  and  I,  whither  shall 
I  go?'  His  grief  is  genuine  sud  eincere.  But  ha  does  not  dare 
to  tell  what  had  happened  to  his  bereaved  and  muuruiug  father. 

The  coat  of  many  colours,  by  which  the  English  translfttion  of 
the  Bible  renders  the  Hebrew  word,  Passim,  probably  meaua 
a  long  coat  or  mantle  with  wide  sleeves.  We  bear  of  a  daughter 
of  King  Diivid  wearing  audi  a  mantle,  and  llie  Bible  soys  of  it, 
'witJi  snch  roijes  were  the  king's  daughters  apparelled.'  We  ran 
■well  imderstanrt  how  angi-y  all  the  brothers  must  have  been  when 
Jacob  gave  Joseph  m  royal  a  coat. 

§  2.  Now  we  shall  hear  what  happenied  to  Joseph  in  Egypt. 

So  Joseph  was  brought  down  to  Etjypt ;  ami  an  Egyptiati 
bought  him  of  the  hftrulsof  tfii>  IghtnarUt<>8,  who  had  bnmght 
him  down  thither.  And  God  was  with  Joseph,  ami  he  was 
in  the  house  of  his  master  the  Kgyptian.  And  his  master 
saw  that  God  was  with  him,  and  that  Gud  made  all  that 
IiL-  did  to  prosper  in  Ids  liaiui.  And  Jost-ph  found  ^race 
ill  Ids  t^igHt,  and  lu*  served  him:  ami  he  maijt?  him  ovci'seer 
over  his  house,  and  all  that  he  haii  lie  put  into  hia 
hand.  And  it  came  to  pass  from  the  time  that  he  made 
hitu  overseer  in  Ids  house,  and  over  all  that  he  had,  that  God 
blessed  the  Egyptian's  house  for  Josepli's  sake ;  and  the 
bU'8sing  of  (jod  was  upon  all  that  h(^  had,  in  the  house  and  in 
the  field.  And  lie  left  alt  that  he  had  in  Joseplrs  hand  ;  amt 
he  knew  not  aught  he  had,  save  the  bread  which  he  did  eat. 

I      So  Joseph,  who,  though  he  had  been  rather  vain  and  boastful, 
was  yet  noble  in  htart,  was  preserved  by  the  grace  of  God,  and 
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tbouiHi  he  was  in  a  ntrauser's  land  nnd  far  awny  from  those  lie 
lored  at  hDihc,  yet  his  life  Wiis  penctiful  and  prusperoas.  But 
a  heavier  trial  awaited  him.  Tfie  wife  of  hia  Egyptian  nmatcr 
grew  jealous  of  him,  nnd  mtido  Mne  accusations  Apiinst  him  of 
dishniiesty.  And  the  Egyptian  heliered  his 'wife's  story,  and  tlircw 
JosKph  into  prison.  Rnt  once  more  things  tunied  out  Ijctttir  tium 
be  could  have  dared  to  hope.     Let  us  hear  what  happened. 

§  3.  And  Joseph's  master  took  him,  and  put  him  into  the 
prison,  wheif  the  king's  prisoiicra  were  Ijoniid :  and  he 
waa  there  in  the  prison.  But  God  whs  with  Joseph,  and 
shewed  him  mercy,  niul  gave  bini  frivonr  in  tlie  sight  of 
the  keeper  of  the  prison.  And  the  keeper  of  the  prison 
I'oinmilted  to  Joseph's  hand  all  the  [jrlsoners  that  were 
in  the  prisoii  :  and  whatsoever  they  did  there,  he  wus  the 
doer  of  it.  The  keeper  of  the  prison  looked  not  to  any 
thing  thiit  was  under  his  hand,  iK-eaiise  God  was  with  him ; 
and  that  whieh  he  did,  God  made  it  to  prosper. 

And  it  came  to  puss  after  these  thimfs,  that  Pharaoh,  the 
king'  of  Eg'vpt,  whs  wroth  ajrainst  Jiis  two  officers,  a^iinst 
the  chief  of  the  hntlers,  and  agfiinst  tlip  chief  of  tlie  bakers. 
And  he  cast  theiu  into  the  prison,  where  Joseph  was.  And 
tliey  continued  a  season  in  prison.  And  one  night  they 
each  dreamed  a  strange  dream.  And  Joseph  canie  in  unto 
them  in  the  morning,  anti  saw  them,  and,  behcdd,  they  were 
sail.  And  he  asked  them,  saying,  Wherefore  look  ye  so 
sadly  to-day  ?  And  they  said  unto  him,  We  have  dreamed 
it  dream,  nnd  there  is  no  interpreter  of  it.  And  Joseph 
said  unto  them,  Do  not  interpretations  belong  to  God  f  tell  nie 
your  dreams,  1  pray  you.  And  the  cluef  butler  told  his  dream 
to  J{>seph,  anil  said  t-o  him.  In  my  dream,  behold,  a  vine 
was  before  me;  and  in  tlie  vine  were  three  branches:  and 
it  was  as  though  It  budded,  and  its  blossoms  shot  forth  ; 
and  the  clusters  thereof  brought  forth  ripe  grapes:  and 
Pharaoh's  cup  was  in  my  band  j  and  1  took  the  gntpes,  and 
pressed  them  into  Pharaoh's  cup,  and  1  gave  the  cup  into 
Pharaoh's  baud.  And  Joseph  said  unto  him,  This  is  the 
interpret'ition  of  it:  the  three  branches  are  three  days; 
withiit  yet  three  days  shaU  Pharaoli  lift  up  thine  head,  and 
restore  Ibee  unto  thy  place  :  and  thou  shalt  deliver  Phiiraob's 
cup  into  his  hand,  after  the  former  manner  when  thou  M-ast 
his  butler.     But  i-emember  me  when  it  shall  be  well  with 
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thee,  and  shew  kindness,  I  pray  thee,  unto  me,  and  make 
mention  of  me  uutu  Pliarauh,  and  hring  me  nut  nf  thU 
hon»e :  for  ind<%d  1  was  i!iti)len  away  out  of  the  land  of 
the  Hebren*s :  and  here  also  have  I  done  nothing  that  they 
shouUl  put  me  hito  the  dungeon. 

Wht-n  the  chief  biikcr  saw  that  the  interpretation  was 
good,  he  »aid  unto  Joseph,  In  my  dream,  behold,  three 
baskets  of  white  bread  were  on  my  heiui :  and  in  the 
uppermost  basket  there  \ras  of  all  manner  of  hakemeats 
for  Pharaoh ;  and  the  birds  did  eat  them  out  of  the 
basket  upon  my  head.  And  Joseph  answered  and  said. 
This  is  the  interpretation  thereof:  the  three  baskets  arc 
three  days:  "Itliin  yet  three  days  shall  Phanioh  lift  np 
thy  head  from  off  thee,  and  shall  hang  thee  on  a  tree; 
and  the  birds  shall  eat  thy  flesh  from  off  thee.  Anil  it 
eame  to  pass  the  tliird  day,  which  was  Phamoh's  hirthclay, 
tiiat  he  made  a  feast  unto  all  his  s<>rvants :  and  he  lifted 
np  the  head  of  the  chief  butler  and  the  head  of  the  chief 
baker  among  his  servants.  And  he  restored  the  chief 
butler  unto  his  butlership  agaiti ;  and  he  gave  the  cup  into 
Pharaoh's  hand;  l)ut  he  hanged  the  chief  baker:  as  Joseph 
had  interpreted  ti>  thcni.  Yet  did  not  the  chief  butler 
remember  Joseph,  but  forgat  him. 

In  thoso  old  dftju  people  thnught  a  great  deal  mom  of  drcuais 
tlian  they  do  now.  They  were  constantly  trying  to  find  out  the 
meaning  of  their  dre.im<;,  and  it  fti't^meil  to  tlipm  that  all  drt-nms 
were  ho  strange  and  wonderful  tbtit  the  strangeat  and  most 
■wonderful  of  theiu  must  hftve  been  specially  sent  to  tlitrrn  bj  Cod 
t^  tell  or  woru  them  what  wub  going  to  imppeu  in  tliu  future. 
And  theie  vere  men  who  mafle  it  their  business  to  intw-prict  or 
explain  dr«>ani»:,  or  at  least  they  tried  to  do  so.  But  after  the 
history  of  Joseph  we  do  uot  beur  much  more  about  dri'Btas  in  tiio 
Bible.  Aad  the  -Jews  gnine  to  belit-ve  that  it  is  letter  to  under- 
stflTid  and  do  the  will  of  God  when  we  are  awake  tlinn  to  wmry 
our  b(>ad»  by  trying  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  our  dreanin.  The 
Jewish  prophets  and  iawgivers  discouraged  the  people  fnjin  psyiug 
utteutioii  to  ilrcanis.  But  iu  the  story  of  Joseph  gixal  retults 
Ci\mo  from  tlreuma,  nnd  God  i-howed  to  mau  hy  n,  dream  w!mt  was 
going  to  happen  to  him  in  the  future,  so  that,  torewarne<l,  he  might 
be  fur«anned.     Let  ub  hear  the  coulinualioii  of  the  story. 

And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  two  full  years,  that 
Pharaoh  dreamed  :  aiidj  behold,  he  stood  by  the  river.    And, 
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behold,  there  came  up  out  of  the  river  seven  kine,  well 
favoured  and  fatfleslied ;  and  they  fed  in  the  sedge.  And, 
behold,  seven  otlier  kiiie  came  up  iiftcr  them  out  of  the 
river,  ill  favoured  and  leanfleshed  ;  und  stood  hy  the  other 
kiiie  upon  the  brink  of  the  river.  And  the  ill  favoured  mid 
leanfleshed  kine  did  eat  up  the  seven  well  fiivoured  and  fut 
kinc.  So  Pluimoh  awoke.  And  he  slept  and  dreamed  the 
aeeond  time :  and,  behold,  seven  ears  of  corn  ciime  up  upon 
one  Rtalk,  fat  and  gixid.  And,  behold,  seven  ears,  thin  and 
blasfed  with  the  east  wind,  sprung  up  after  them.  And  the 
seven  thin  ears  ^iwallowed  up  the  seven  fat  and  full  ears.  And 
Phtinioh  awoke,  and,  behold,  it  was  a  drc:ini.  And  it  came 
to  pass  in  the  morning  that  his  spirit  was  troubled ;  and  he 
sent  and  ealled  for  all  the  scribes  of  Egypt,  and  all  the  wise 
men  thereof:  and  Phanioh  told  them  Ins  dream  j  but  there 
was  none  that  could  interpret  tJiem  unto  Pharaoh. 

Then  spake  the  chief  butler  unto  Phanioh,  saying,  I  do 
remember  my  fmdts  tins  day :  Phai-aoh  was  wi-oth  with  his 
servants,  and  put  me  in  prison,  nke  and  the  chief  baker:  and 
we  dreamed  a.  dream  in  one  night,  I  and  he.  And  there  was 
with  ua  there  a  young  man,  an  Hebrew  j  and  we  told  him, 
and  he  interpreted  to  us  our  dreams;  to  each  man  according 
to  his  dream  he  did  intL'rpret.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he 
interpreted  to  us,  so  it  was;  I  was  restored  unto  mine  office, 
and  he  m'Eis  hanged.  Then  Pharaoh  sent  and  called  Joseph, 
and  they  hrouglit  him  hastily  out  of  the  dungeon:  and  he 
shaved  himself,  and  changed  his  raiment,  and  came  in  unto 
Pharaoh.  And  Pharaoh  said  unto  Joseph,  1  have  dreamed 
a  driam,  and  there  is  none  that  can  interpret  it:  and  1  have 
hfard  say  of  thee,  that  when  tliou  hearest  a  dream  thou  canst 
interpret  it.  And  Joseph  answered  Pharaoh,  saying.  It  is 
not  in  nie  :  God  shall  give  Pharaoh  an  answer  of  peace. 

And  Phanioh  said  unto  Joseph,  In  ray  dream,  behold, 
1  stood  upon  the  brink  of  the  river:  and,  behold,  there  came 
up  out  of  the  river  seven  kine,  fatfleshed  and  well  favoured  ; 
and  they  fed  in  the  sedge :  and,  behold,  seven  other  kine 
came  up  after  them,  poor  and  very  ill  favoured  and  leait- 
fleslied,  such  as  I  never  saw  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt  for 
hadne!4)j :  and  the  lean  and  tlie  ill  favoured  kine  did  eat  up  the 
first  seven  fat  kine:  and  when  they  had  eaten  them  up,  it 
could  not  be  known  that  they  had  eaten  them ;  but  they 
were  still  ill  favoured,  as  at  the  beginning.     So  1  awoke. 
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And  I  saw  in  my  dreani,  and,  behold,  seven  ears  came 
up  on  one  stalk,  full  and  good :  and,  behold,  seven  ears, 
uitbered,  thin,  and  blasted  with  the  east  wind,  Bprung  up 
after  tbem :  and  the  thin  ears  swallowed  up  the  seven  goml 
ears:  and  I  told  it  uutu  the  scribes;  but  there  was  none  that 
could  declare  it  to  me. 

And  Joseph  said  unto  Pharaoh.  The  dream  of  Pharaoh 
is  one :  Gud  hath  shewed  Phaniuh  what  he  is  alMiut  to 
do.  The  seven  good  kiiie  are  sei^en  years;  and  the  seven 
good  ears  are  seven  years:  the  dream  is  one.  And  the 
seven  lean  and  ill  favoured  kine  that  came  up  after  them 
are  seven  years,  and  the  seven  empty  ears  bUisti.'d  with 
the  east  wind  shall  be  seven  years  of  famine.  Tliis  is 
the  thing  whieh  I  have  spoken  unto  Phantoh  :  what  (iikI 
is  about  to  do  he  sheweth  unto  Pharaoh.  Behold,  there 
come  seven  years  of  great  plenty  throughout  all  the  land 
of  Kgypt :  and  there  shall  arise  after  them  seven  years  of 
famine ;  and  all  the  plenty  shall  be  forgotten  In  the  hind  of 
Kgypt ;  and  the  famine  shall  consume  the  laiul ;  and  the 
plenty  sliall  not  be  known  in  the  huid  by  reawm  of  that 
famine  following;  for  it  shall  l)e  very  grievous.  And 
for  that  the  dream  was  doubled  unto  Pharaoh  twice,  it  is 
liecause  the  thing  is  est^iblished  by  (iod,  und  God  will 
shortly  bring  it  to  pass.  Now  tJierefore  let  Pharaoh  look 
out  a  man  discreet  and  wise,  and  set  him  over  the  land  of 
Egj'pt.  Let  Plianioh  do  this,  and  let  him  appoint  overseers 
over  the  land,  and  take  up  the  fifth  part  uf  the  land  of  Egypt 
in  the  seven  plenteous  years.  And  let  them  gather  all  the 
food  of  those  good  years  that  come,  and  lay  up  corn  under 
the  hand  of  Pharaoh,  and  let  them  keep  food  in  tlie  cities. 
And  the  food  shall  be  for  store  to  the  land  against  the  seven 
years  of  famine,  Mhich  shall  he  in  the  hind  of  Egypt;  that 
the  land  perish  not  through  the  famine. 

And  the  thing  was  good  in  the  eyes  of  Pharaoh,  and 
in  the  eyes  of  all  his  servants.  And  Pharaoh  said  unto 
his  servants,  Cun  we  find  such  a  one  as  this,  a  nnui  in 
M'hom  the  spirit  of  God  is?  And  Pliaraoli  said  unto  JuHeph, 
Forasmuch  as  God  hath  shewed  thee  all  this,  there  is 
none  so  discreet  and  \vise  as  thou :  thou  shalt  be  over 
my  house,  and  according  unto  thy  word  shall  all  my  people 
be  ruled :  only  in  the  throne  will  I  be  greater  than  thou. 
And  Pharaoh  took  off  his  signet  ring  from  bis  hand,  and 
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put  it  upun  Josepli^g  huiul,  and  arrayt^tl  him  in  vestures 
of  tirif  liiiien,  ami  put  a  f;old  chain  about  his  neck;  and 
he  made  him  to  ritte  in  the  second  chariot  which  he  had ; 
iiiid  tlicy  cried  before  him,  i^w  the  knee  :  and  he  set  him 
over  all  thi;  land  of  K^'pt.  And  PImruuh  said  unto  Joseph, 
I  am  Pharaoh^  and  without  thee  sinill  no  man  lift  up  hiH 
hand  or  foot  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  Pharaoh 
called  Joseph  Zaphenatb-paneah ;  and  he  ^ve  him  to  wife 
Asei:ath  the  daughter  of  Poti-pheni  priest  of  On.  And 
Joseph  was  thirty  years  old  when  he  stood  before  Pharaoh 
king  of  Eijypt. 

So  Joseph  went  out  from  the  presence  of  Pharaoh,  and 
went  throughout  all  the  lan<]  of  Esfypt.  And  in  the  seven 
plenteous  years  the  earth  brought  forth  by  handfuls.  And 
Joseph  gathered  up  all  the  food  of  the  seven  years  which 
were  in  the  land  of  Ea;ypt,  and  laid  up  the  food  in  the 
cities :  the  food  of  the  held,  which  was  wuiid  alwjut  every 
city,  laid  he  up  in  the  same.  And  Joseph  i^athered  corn 
as  the  sand  of  the  sea,  very  much,  until  he  left  numbering'; 
lor  it  was  without  number.  And  unto  Joseph  were  born 
two  sons  before  the  years  of  famine  came.  And  Joseph 
called  the  name  of  the  firstborn  Manasseh,  and  the  name  of 
the  second  he  called  Ephraim. 

And  tlic  seven  years  of  plenteousness,  that  was  in  the 
land  of  Egypt,  came  to  an  end.  Atid  the  seven  years  of 
famine  begim  to  come,  according'  as  Joseph  had  said : 
and  the  dearth  was  in  all  lands  j  but  in  all  the  land  of 
Egypt,  there  was  bread.  And  when  all  the  laud  of  Egypt 
was  famished,  the  people  cried  to  Pharaoh  for  bread  :  and 
Pharaoh  said  unto  all  the  Egypt'-i'is,  Go  unto  Joseph ;  what 
he  Kaith  to  you,  do.  And  the  famine  was  over  ail  tiie  face 
of  the  earth :  and  Joseph  opened  all  the  storehouses,  and  sold 
unto  the  Egyptians;  and  the  famine  witxed  sore  in  the  land 
of  Egvpt.  And  idl  countries  came  into  Egypt  to  Joseph 
to  buy  corn ;  because  the  famiue  was  »n  sore  In  all  lands. 

§  4.  We  shall  now  hetdi-  how  this  great  and  eevere  fumine  wtiB 
the  mpaiis  of  bringing  Joseph's  brothers  down  intt>  Egypt,  and  then 
of  r(!Btoriiig  him  to  his  aged  father.  Quite  ten  years  liad  passed 
since  he  had  bt'eu  sold  tu  the  lahmuelites. 

Now  Jacob  saw  that  there  was  corn  in  Egypt,  and  he  said 
unto  his  sons,  Why  do  ye  lock  u^hju  one  another?     And  he 
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saidf  Bebold,  T  have  heard  that  there  is  com  in  Eti^t :  i^et 
you  don-ii  thittier,  and  boy  for  us  from  thciioe :  that  wr  may 
live,  and  not  die  And  Joseph's  ten  brethren  went  down  to 
buy  com  from  Ec^rpt.  But  Benjamin,  Jofieph's  brother, 
Jacob  sent  not  with  his  brethren ;  for  he  said,  Le«t  perad- 
rcnture  mischief  befall  him.  And  Joseph  wtis  the  ffovemor 
otvr  the  land;  he  it  iras  that  sohl  to  nil  the  people  of  the 
land:  and  Joseph's  brethren  came,  and  bowed  themselves 
befon>  him  with  tlieir  facett  to  the  earth.  And  JuReph  saw 
his  brethren,  and  he  knew  them,  but  made  himself  stntnge 
uuto  them,  and  he  said  unto  them.  Whence  come  ye? 
And  they  said.  From  the  land  of  Canaan  to  buy  food.  .\nd 
Joseph  knew  his  brethren,  but  they  knew  not  him.  And 
Joseph  renicmbere*!  the  dreiinis  which  he  dreamed  of  them, 
and  lie  spoke  roughly  with  them,  and  he  said  unto  them.  Ye 
are  spies;  to  see  the  n.ikef)ness  of  the  land  ye  are  come. 
And  they  said  unto  him.  Nay,  my  lord,  but  to  buy  foot)  are 
thy  sen  ants  come.  We  are  all  one  man's  sons;  we  are 
tnie  men,  thy  aen'ants  are  no  spies.  And  he  said  unto 
them.  Nay,  but  to  see  the  nakedness  of  the  land  ye  are 
cnme.  And  they  said.  Thy  servants  are  tivelve  brethren, 
the  sons  of  one  man  in  the  land  of  Canaan ;  and,  Ix-hold, 
the  voun^^est  is  this  day  with  our  father,  and  one  is  not. 
And  Joseph  said  unto  them.  That  is  it  that  I  spake  imto 
you,  saying.  Ye  are  spies:  hereby  ye  shall  be  proved:  by 
the  life  of  Pharaoh  ye  shall  not  ifo  forth  hence,  except  vour 
younj^est  brother  come  hither.  Send  one  of  you,  anil  let 
him  fetch  your  hn>ther,  and  ye  shall  Ik*  Iwnnd,  that  your 
■ttonis  may  l>e  pmved,  whether  there  be  any  truth  iti  you ; 
or  else  by  the  Ufe  of  Pharaoh  surely  ye  are  spies.  And  he 
put  them  ul\  together  into  prisou  three  days. 

And  Joseph  said  unto  thcni  the  third  dav.  This  do,  and 
live;  for  1  fear  God;  if  ye  he  true  men,  let  one  nf  your 
brethren  Iw  bound  in  the  prison  ;  but  go  yp,  carrj-  corn  for 
the  famine  of  your  houses:  and  hr'in^  your  youngest  brother 
unto  rac;  so  shall  \our  words  be  verified,  itnd  yu  shall  not 
rfie.  And  they  said  one  to  another.  We  are  verily  guilty 
concerning'  our  brother,  in  that  we  saw  the  anj^uish  of  his 
soul  when  he  besought  us,  and  we  would  not  hear ;  therefore 
is  this  distress  come  upon  us.  And  Reuben  answered  them, 
enying.  Spake  I  nut  unto  you,  saying.  Do  not  sin  against  the 
child;  and  ye  would  not  hear:   therefore,  behold,  his  blood 
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is  required.  And  they  ktipw  not  tliat  JoBt'ph  understood 
tlietn ;  for  he  spake  unto  them  by  :tn  interpreter.  And  he 
turned  hiniiieir  about  from  theiu.  and  wept;  and  returned  to 
thcni  again,  and  spake  to  them,  and  took  from  tlicni  Simeon, 
and  iMunri  htm  before  their  eyes.  Then  Joseph  cuninianded 
to  liU  their  vessels  with  corn,  and  to  rest-ore  every  man's 
itionev  into  his  sack,  and  to  (five  them  provision  for  the  way. 
And  they  luded  their  asses  with  the  corn,  and  departed 
thenee. 

And  they  came  unto  Jaeob  their  father  unto  the  hind  of 
Canaan,  and  told  him  all  that  befell  them ;  sayinj;;.  The 
nuin  who  is  the  lord  of  the  land  spaUe  roughly  with  us, 
and  took  us  for  spies  oi'  the  country.  And  we  Siud  unto 
him.  We  are  true  men;  we  are  no  spies;  we  be  twelve 
brethren,  sons  of  onr  father;  one  is  not,  and  the  young-est 
is  this  day  with  our  father  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  And 
the  nirin,  the  lord  of  the  coiintiy,  said  unto  us.  Hereby 
sliall  I  know  that  ye  are  true  iiien ;  leave  one  of  your 
bretJirpn  here  witli  me,  and  take  fooil  for  the  famine  of 
your  houses,  and  be  gone;  and  brini;  your  youngest  brother 
unto  me :  then  shall  I  know  that  ye  are  uo  spies,  but 
that  ye  are  true  men :  so  will  I  deliver  you  your  brother, 
and  ye  shall  trafiiek  in  the  land.  And  it  came  to  pass 
as  they  emptied  their  sacks,  that,  behold,  every  man's 
bundle  of  money  was  iti  his  sack;  and  when  they  and  their 
father  saw  their  bundles  of  money,  they  were  nfniid.  And 
Jacob  tlieir  father  said  unto  them,  Me  have  ye  bereaved  of 
my  children :  Joseph  is  not,  and  Simeon  is  not,  and  ye  will 
take  Benjamin  away:  nil  tliese  thhjg-s  are  come  upon  me. 
And  he  said,  My  son  shall  not  go  dou'u  with  you;  for  his 
brother  is  dead,  and  he  only  is  left:  if  mischief  befall  him 
by  the  way  in  the  which  ye  go,  then  ye  shall  bring"  down  ray 
gray  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave.  ' 


Joseph's  brothers  had  behaved  very  badly  to  him,  and  he  was 
justified  iu  putting  lh*riu  to  a  severe  trial.  But  the  trial  was 
for  thi'ir  own  good,  Joseph's  heart  was  softened:  any  nutiou  of 
mpre  piinishnieDt  or  vulgiir  revenge  was  quite  ahaent  from  his 
mind.  But  he  can  haidly  ha.ve  realized  what  pain  he  would 
c»ui*e  to  his  old  Jather  Jacnh.  (His  mother  Rachel  was  dead 
long  hefore.)  You  will  notice  what  Reuben  sa.y&  to  Ids  hrothera 
just  before  Simegn  is  bound.     Xhia  part  of  the  atory  ia   given 
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^sccordtng  to  that  venion  of  it  id  which  Reahen,  and  not  Jadah, 
WAB  the  merciful  one  of  the  ten.  The  other  rersion  told  this 
jiart  of  the  tttory  too,  and  what  we  are  now  to  hear  comes  from 
it,  and  Judab  is  ouce  more  prooiiuent.  How  the  brothers  dlit- 
covered  tho  money  in  tlieir  sucks  waa  told  rather  differently  in 
this  version  than  in  the  version  we  have  just  listened  to.  In  Uiat 
version  the  brothers  discovered  it  when  they  got  home  and 
emptied  tlieir  sacks  in  the  presence  of  tbeir  father.  In  this 
version  they  discoTered  it  on  their  journey  home  in  the  '  lodjong 
place.'  In  this  version  too,  bh  you  will  swc  from  what  wc  are  now 
to  hear,  it  was  Joseph  who  at  onee  n^ked  his  brotliers  whether 
their  father  wae  yet  alive,  and  whether  they  had  another  brother. 
In  the  other  version  they  told  it  of  themselves  to  Joseph  when  he 
accused  them  of  being  spies. 

And  the  famine  was  sore  in  the  land.  And  it  canie  to 
pass,  when  they  had  eaten  up  tlie  com  Mliirh  they  had 
bought  out  of  Ei^'pt,  their  father  s;iid  unto  them.  Go  at;r:iin, 
buy  us  a  little  food.  And  Judah  spake  unto  him,  sayiii^^ 
The  man  did  solemnly  protest  unto  us,  sayings  Ye  shull 
not  see  my  face,  except  your  brother  be  with  you.  If  ttiou 
wilt  send  our  brother  with  us,  we  will  ^o  do\rn  and  buy  thee 
foo<l  :  but  if  thou  wilt  not  Rend  him,  we  M'ill  not  ^o  down : 
for  the  man  said  unto  us.  Ye  shall  not  see  my  face,  except 
your  brother  be  with  you.  And  Israel  said,  Wlierefore  dealt 
ye  HO  ill  with  me,  aa  to  tell  the  man  whether  ye  had  yet 
a  brother?  And  they  said.  The  man  asked  us  straitly  of  our 
state  and  of  our  kindred,  sayinfr.  Is  your  father  yet  alive  ? 
have  ye  another  bi-otlier?  and  we  told  him  according  to 
his  words:  couhl  we  certainly  know  that  he  would  say. 
Bring  your  brother  down  ?  And  Judah  said  unto  Israel  his 
father,  Send  the  lad  with  me,  and  we  will  arise  and  i^;  that 
•we  may  live,  and  not  die,  both  we,  and  thou,  and  also  our 
little  ones.  1  will  be  surety  for  him;  of  my  hand  shalt 
thou  require  him :  if  I  bring  him  not  unto  thcc,  jiud  set 
him  before  thee,  then  let  nie  bear  the  blame  for  ever :  for 
except  we  had  litigered,  surely  we  had  now  returned  twice 
by  this.  And  their  father  Israel  said  unto  them.  If  it  be 
BO  now,  do  this;  take  of  the  best  fruits  in  the  land  in 
your  vessels,  and  carry  down  the  man  a  present,  a  little 
balm,  and  a  little  honey,  epices  and  myrrh,  nuts  and 
almonds :  and  take  fresls  money  in  your  band  j  and  tJie 
money  that  was  put  back   in   the  mouth   of  your  sacks 
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carry  a^utci  in  yuur  hand  ;  penidveiiture  it  was  an  over- 
sight :  take  aliu)  your  linither,  and  arise,  go  again  unto 
the  man  :  and  God  Almighty  gi»'e  you  mercy  before  the 
man,  that  he  may  release  unto  you  your  other  brother  and 
Bftijatnin.  If  I  am  to  be  bereaved  of  my  cbildrcu,  1  am  to 
be  bereaved. 

And  the  men  totjk  that  present,  and  they  took  fresh 
money  in  their  hand,  and  Benjamin;  and  rose  up,  and  went 
dunii  to  Egypt,  and  stood  before  Joseph.  And  when  Joseph 
saw  Benjamin  with  them,  lie  said  to  the  steward  of  his  house. 
Bring  the  tnen  home,  and  slay,  and  make  ready;  for  these 
men  shall  dine  with  nie  at  noon.  And  the  man  did  hk 
Joseph  hade;  and  the  man  brought  the  men  into  Joseph's 
house.  And  the  men  were  afraid,  because  they  were  brought 
into  Joseph's  house ;  and  they  said,  Beeause  of  the  money 
that  was  returned  in  our  sacks  at  the  first  time  are  we 
bnjught  in  ;  tluit  he  may  seek  occasion  ag:iin(^t  us,  anil  fall 
upon  us,  and  tiike  us  for  bondmen,  and  our  asses.  And  they 
eanie  near  to  the  steward  of  Joseph's  house,  and  they  cnin- 
inuned  with  him  at  the  door  of  the  house,  and  said,  Oh  my 
lord,  we  came  indeed  down  at  the  lirst  time  to  buy  food  :  anil 
it  came  to  pass,  when  we  came  to  the  lodging  place,  that  we 
opened  our  sacks,  and,  behold,  every  man's  money  was  in  the 
mouth  of  his  sack,  our  money  in  full  weight :  and  we  have 
Imtuglit  it  again  in  our  hand.  And  other  money  have  we 
brought  down  in  our  hand  to  buy  food  :  we  cannot  tell  who 
put  our  money  in  onr  sacks.  An<l  he  said.  Peace  be  to  you,  fear 
not:  your  God,  and  the  God  of  your  father,  hath  jgiven  you 
treasure  in  your  sacks:  I  had  your  money.  And  he  brought 
Simeon  out  unto  them.  And  the  man  brought  the  men  into 
Joseph's  house,  and  gave  thecn  water,  and  they  washed  their 
feet ;  and  he  gave  their  asses  provender. 

And  they  made  ready  the  present  against  Joseph  came  at 
noon :  for  tliey  beard  that  they  sliould  cat  bread  there.  And 
when  Joseph  came  home,  they  brought  him  the  present  which 
was  in  tlieir  hand  into  the  huuse,  and  bowed  them^iclves  to 
him  to  the  earth.  And  be  asked  theni  of  tlieir  welfare,  and 
said,  Is  your  father  well,  the  old  man  of  whom  ye  spake  r 
Is  he  yet  alive  ?  And  they  said,  TJiy  servant  our  father  is 
in  good  health,  he  is  yet  alive.  And  they  Iwwed  down  their 
heads,  and  nia<lc  obeisance.  And  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and 
saw  Benjamin  his  brother^  and  said^  Is  this  your  youngest 
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brother,  of  whom  ye  spake  unto  me  ?  And  he  said,  God 
be  gracioiia  unto  thee,  my  son.  And  Joseph  made  haste; 
for  his  heart  burnt  for  his  brother :  imd  he  soui^ht  where 
to  weep  ;  iiiiil  he  euten^il  into  hia  chiimber,  and  wept  there. 
And  he  washed  his  fuee,  and  went  out ;  and  he  refrained 
himself,  and  said,  Set  on  bread.  And  they  set  on  for  hini 
by  himself,  and  for  them  by  themselres,  and  for  the 
Egyptians,  who  did  cat  with  him,  by  tlieniselves :  beeausc 
the  Kijyptiana  nii^bt  not  eat  bread  with  the  Hebrews ;  for 
that  in  an  aboniinution  unto  the  Kgvptians.  And  they 
sat  before  him,  the  firstborn  according  to  his  birthright, 
and  the  youngest  according  to  his  youth :  and  the  men 
manelled  one  with  another.  And  messes  were  taken  unto 
them  from  l)eFore  hini :  but  Benjamin^s  mess  was  file  tiniea 
HO  much  as  any  of  theira.  And  they  drank,  and  were  merry 
M'ith  him. 


Joseph,  as  the  gi-aml  ruler  of  all  Egypt,  eats  by  himself  .it  Ill's 
own  table,  and  his  Hebrew  aud  Kgyptian  ^'ueata  cat  by  tbeiuselves 
also  8t  separate  tallies.  The  Egyptiims  were  not  fiicuilly  with 
foreigcei-s ;  they  deapised  them,  and  thought  them  inferior  to 
themsetres.     80  they  would  not  eat  with  them. 


k§  5.  We  now  come  to  what  French  people  would  call  the 
dctimtctncnt  or  crisis  of  the  sjtory. 

And  he  commanded  the  steward  of  his  house,  saying,  Fill 
the  men's  sacks  with  food,  as  much  as  they  can  carry,  and 
put  every  man's  nioiiej'  in  his  sack's  mouth.  And  put  my 
cup,  the  silver  cup,  in  the  sack's  mouth  of  the  youngest, 
and  bis  corn  money.  And  he  did  according  to  the  word 
that  Joseph  had  spoken.  As  soon  as  the  morning  was 
light,  the  men  were  sent  away,  they  and  their  asses.  And 
when  they  were  gone  out  of  the  eity,  and  not  yet  far  off, 
Joseph  said  unto  his  steward.  Up,  follow  after  the  men ; 
and  when  thou  dost  overtjike  them,  say  unto  them,  Where- 
fore have  ye  rewarded  evil  for  good  r  Is  not  tliis  tlic  cup 
which  my  lord  drinkcth  ?  ye  have  done  evil  in  so  doing. 
And  he  overtook  them,  and  he  spiike  unto  them  these  words. 
And  they  said  unto  him,  Wherefore  saith  my  lord  these 
M'orda  ?  God  forbid  that  thy  servants  should  do  tins  thing. 
Behold,  the  money,  which  we  found  in  our  sacks'  mouths, 
we  brought  again  unto  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Canaan  :  how 
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thf n  Bhoiild  wc  8ti?al  out  of  thy  loiil'a  hmiRe  silvrr  or  gold  ? 
With  whomacever  of  thy  Bervjints  it  be  Found,  let  him  (Ue, 
and  wp  alao  will  be  iny  lord's  bondmen.  And  he  said,  Now 
also  let  it  bv  aL-eording  unto  yuur  words  :  he  with  whom  it  is 
found  sliall  he  my  buiidnmn  ;  und  yc  sli:dl  be  bhimclrss. 
Then  thev  spceflily  took  ilown  every  man  his  saek  to  the 
ground,  and  opened  every  niun  liis  sack.  And  be  searched, 
and  began  at  the  ehlest,  and  left  at  the  youngest:  and  the 
cup  was  found  hi  fienjrmiin'a  sack.  Then  they  rent  their 
clothes,  and  laded  every  man  his  uss,  and  returned  to  the 
city.  And  Judah  and  liia  brethren  came  to  Jostjph's  house  ; 
and  he  was  vet  tliere :  and  they  fell  before  him  on  the 
ground.  And  Joseph  said  nnUi  tbem,  Wlitit  dee<l  is  this 
that  ye  have  done?  And  Judah  said.  What  shall  we  say 
unto  my  lord  ?  what  shall  we  speak  ?  or  Jiow  shall  we 
clear  ourselves  }  God  hath  found  out  the  iniquity  of  thy 
servants:  behold,  we  are  my  lord's  Ixnidmcn,  botlt  we,  and 
he  also  in  whose  hand  the  cup  in  found.  And  he  said,  God 
forbid  that  I  should  do  so :  the  man  in  whose  hand  the  cup 
is  foumi,  he  shall  be  my  bondman;  as  for  you,  get  you  up  in 
peace  unto  y<mr  father. 

Then  Judah  came  near  unto  him,  and  said,  Oh  my  lord, 
let  thy  servant,  I  pray  thee,  speak  ;i  word  in  my  lord's  ears, 
and  let  not  thine  anger  burn  against  thy  servant:  for  thou 
art  even  as  Pharaoh.  My  lord  asked  his  servants,  saying. 
Have  yc  a  father  or  a  brother  ?  And  we  said  unto  my  lord, 
We  have  a  Father,  an  old  man,  and  a  child  of  his  old  age, 
a  little  one ;  and  his  brother  is  dead,  and  his  father  loveth 
him.  And  thou  saidst  unto  thy  servants,  Bring  him  down 
xmto  me,  that  I  may  set  ndne  eyes  upon  him.  And  we  said 
wnto  my  lord.  The  lad  cannot  ]Qnve  his  f.itber :  for  if  he 
Bhould  leave  his  father,  his  father  would  die.  And  thou 
Baidst  unto  thy  servantg,  Except  your  youngest  brother 
come  down  with  yon,  ye  shall  see  my  face  no  more.  And 
it  came  to  pass  when  we  came  up  unto  thy  servant  my  father, 
we  told  him  the  words  of  niy  lord.  And  our  father  said. 
Go  again,  buy  us  a  little  food.  And  we  said.  We  cainiot 
go  do\vn  :  if  our  youngest  brother  he  with  us,  then  \i'ill 
we  go  down  :  for  we  may  not  see  the  man's  face,  except 
onr  youngest  brother  he  with  us.  And  tliy  servant  my 
father  said  unto  us.  Ye  know  that  my  son  went  out  from 
me,  and  I  saidj  Surely  he  is  torn  in  pieces;  and  I  siaw  him 


^ 


lot  Bince :  and  if  yc  take  this  one  also  from  tne,  and  mischief 
befall  him,  ye  shall  hrint^  down  my  gray  hairs  with  soitou- 
to  the  jfrave.  Now  therefore  when  I  come  to  thy  servant 
my  father,  and  the  lad  he  not  with  us ;  seeing  that  his  life 
is  bound  up  in  the  lad's  life  ;  it  shall  conie  to  pas^,  when 
he  secth  that  the  lad  is  not  with  iis^  thai  he  will  die :  and 
thy  servants  shall  hrinj^  down  the  {^ay  hairs  of  thy  servant 
our  father  with  sorrow  to  the  ^rave.  For  thy  servant  became 
surety  for  the  lad  unto  my  fatJier,  saying,  If  1  briui;  bini  not 
unto  thee,  then  shall  I  hear  the  blame  tij  my  father  for  ever. 
Now  tlierefore,  1  pray  thee,  let  thy  servant  al)it1e  instead 
of  the  hid  a  liondnutn  to  my  lord ;  and  let  the  lad  go  up  irith 
his  brethren.  For  how  shall  I  go  up  to  my  father,  and 
the  lad  be  not  with  mc  ?  lest  pcradveulure  1  sec  the  evil  that 
ehall  come  on  my  father. 

Then  Joseph  [!oul<l  not  refrain  himself  before  all  them 
that  stood  by  him;  and  he  cried.  Cause  every  man  to  go  out 
from  me.  And  there  stood  no  man  with  him,  while  Joseph 
made  himself  known  unto  his  brethren.  And  he  wept  aloud: 
and  the  Kgyptians  licard,  and  the  house  of  Pharaoh  heard. 
And  Joseph  said  unto  his  brethren,  I  am  Joseph  ;  doth  my 
father  yet  live  ?  And  his  biethren  could  not  answer  him ; 
for  they  were  troubled  at  his  presence.  And  Joseph  said 
unto  his  brethren.  Come  near  to  nic,  I  pniy  you.  And  they 
came  near.  And  he  said,  I  am  Joseph  your  brother,  whom 
yp  swdcl  inU}  Egj'pt.  Nom'  therefore  be  not  grieved,  nor 
«ngry  with  yourselves,  that  ye  sold  me  hither :  for  God  did 
send  me  before  you  to  preserve  life.  For  these  two  years 
hath  the  famine  been  in  the  land :  and  there  are  yet  five 
yciirs,  in  the  which  there  shall  be  neither  ploughing  nor  harvest. 
And  God  sent  me  before  you  to  preserve  you  a  posterity  in 
the  earth,  and  to  save  your  lives  by  a  great  deliverance.  So 
now  it  M-as  not  vou  that  sent  me  hither,  but  God  :  and  be 
hath  made  me  a  father  to  Pharaoli,  and  lord  of  all  his  house, 
and  a  ruler  over  idl  the  hind  of  Kgypt.  Haste  ye,  and  go 
up  to  my  father,  and  say  unto  him,  Thus  saith  thy  son 
J(iscph,  God  hath  made  me  lord  of  all  Egypt :  come  down  unto 
me,  tarry  not :  and  thou  slialt  dwell  in  the  land  of  Goshen. 
and  thou  shalt  be  near  unto  me,  thou,  and  thy  children^  and 
thy  children's  children,  and  thy  flocks,  and  tliy  herds,  and  all 
that  thou  hast:  and  lliere  will  1  nourish  thee;  for  yet  there 
are  five  yt^rs  of  famine  ;  test  thou,  and  thy  household,  and 
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all  that  thou  hast,  come  to  poverty.  And,  behold,  vour  eyes 
see,  and  the  eyes  of  uiy  brotlitr  Benjamin,  thut  U  is  my 
inoiith  that  speaketh  unto  you.  And  ye  ahsill  tell  my  father 
ot"  hU  my  |;;]ory  in  E^ypt,  and  of  all  thiit  ye  have  spcii  ;  and 
ye  shall  hiiste  and  brint;  down  my  father  hither.  And  he 
fell  upon  his  brother  Benjamin's  neck,  and  ucpt ;  and 
Benjamin  wept  upon  his  tieck.  xVnd  he  kissttl  idl  his 
brcthivu,  and  wept  uyxm  them  :  and  after  that  hia  brethren 
talked  with  him. 

And  the  fane  thereof  ivas  heard  in  Pharaoh's  house, 
saying,  Joseph's  brethren  are  come :  and  it  pleased  Pharaoh 
well,  and  his  servants.  And  Pharaoh  said  unto  Joseph.  Say 
unto  thy  brethren,  This  do  ye  ;  lade  your  beasts,  and  go, 
get  you  unto  the  laiul  of  Canaan  ;  and  take  your  father  and 
your  Ijouseholdsj  and  come  unto  me :  and  I  will  give  you  the 
good  of  the  land  of  Egj'pt,  and  ye  shall  eat  the  fat  of  the 
laud.  Take  you  wagons  out  of  the  land  of  Egjpt  for  your 
little  ones,  and  for  your  wives,  and  bring'  yonr  father,  and 
come.  Also  regard  not  your  stuff ;  for  the  good  <if  all  the 
land  of  Egypt  is  yours.  And  Joseph  gave  them  wagons, 
acconiing  to  the  commandment  of  Pharaoh,  and  gave  them 
provision  for  the  way.  To  all  of  them  he  gave  each  man 
changes  of  raunent ;  but  to  Benjamin  he  gave  three  hundred 
pieces  of  silver,  and  five  changes  of  raiment.  And  to  his 
father  he  sent  after  tliis  maimer;  ten  asses  laden  with 
the  good  things  of  Egypt,  and  ten  she-asses  laden  with  coru 
and  bread  and  food  for  his  father  by  the  way.  So  he  sent 
his  brcthix*n  away,  and  they  departed  :  and  he  said  unto 
them.  See  that  ye  fall  not  out  by  the  way.  Ami  they  went 
up  out  of  Egypt,  and  came  into  the  land  of  Canaan  nnto 
Jacob  their  father.  And  they  told  him,  saying,  Joseph  is 
yet  alive,  and  he  is  governor  over  nil  the  land  of  Egj'pt. 
And  Jacob's  heart  fainted,  for  he  believed  them  not.  And 
they  told  him  all  the  words  of  Joseph,  which  he  had  said 
unto  them  :  and  when  he  saw  the  wagons  which  Joseph  had 
sent  to  carry  him,  the  spirit  of  Jacob  revived:  and  he  said. 
It  is  enough  ;  Joseph  my  son  is  yet  alive :  I  will  go  and  see 
him  before  I  die. 

So  here  in  this  iriost  beautiful  of  Bible  stories  we  are  sliown  how 
good  came  out  of  evil,  and  how  Joseph  took  a  '  noble  revenge.' 
Forgiviiwees  iy  writtin  large  in  the  stury  of  Joseph  as  its  motto 
and  tcdchiug.     It  may  ulso  bo  justly  regarded  as  an  object-leason 
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ia  the  sia  of  selfislmesa.  Jacob's  love  for  Joseph  waa  selfiitli :  he 
loved  hini  at  the  eX).i«ii&o  of  liis  uther  children,  oiid  lie  loved  him  in 
such  ft  selfish  way  that  Jost-ph'e  own  character  was  banned  by  it 
and  he  became  his  brothers'  enemy.  Joeeph  t-o«  was  t'elU^rh,  aud 
tliought  moi'e  of  himself  tlmu  of  any  one  else.  And  the  brothers  in 
their  hatred  of  Joseph  tbought  only  of  themselveg  in  their  desire 
ii>  be  rid  of  hiiii.  S«lfiijhni.-ss  ran  through  the  faiTiily  from  first  to 
last;  and  evt>ry  member  of  it  needed  suffuritig  and  soitijw  for  itjj 
cure.  And  if  j'ou  and  I  are  selfish,  then  may  it  pleAfe  <_fod  to 
seud  ns  suRbring  and  Borrow  iu  order  tlial  vre  too  perchance  may 
b«  healed. 

§  6.  We  now  shall  hewr  how  Jacob  came  down  with  all  hie 
household  to  Kpypt  aud  etttltd  iu  the  '  land  tif  Ooabeu,'  that  is 
ill  a  corner  proviuce  of  Egypt  oti  iho  eaet  side  of  t^»e  great 
river  Nile.  Tel-f  I-kebir,  where  the  Enplish  uuder  Genoi-ol  VVolBelcy 
fought  and  won  a  battle  agaiiiflt  the  Kgyptians  in  the  year  1882, 
is,  I  believe,  in  the  laud  of  Goehea. 

And  Israel  took  his  journey  with  ull  that  he  hiid,  and 
came  to  Beer-sheba.  And  CJod  spake  unto  Israel  in  !i  virion 
of  tlie  niijht,  and  Kiid.  Jacob,  Jacob.  And  he  said,  Here  nni 
I.  And  God  said,  Fear  not  to  go  down  into  Ejfj'pt ;  for 
I  will  there  make  of  thee  a.  ^rcat  nation  :  1  H'ill  jtfo  down 
H'ith  thee  into  E^pt:  and  I  will  surely  bring  thee  up  ai^iiin  : 
and  Jo.seph  shall  put  his  liand  upon  thine  eyes.  And  Jacob 
rose  up  from  Beer-sbeha ;  and  the  sons  of  Israel  carrie<l 
Jacob  their  father,  and  their  little  ones,  and  their  wives,  in 
the  wai^ons  which  Pliuraoh  bail  sent  to  carry  him.  And 
they  t(H)k  their  cattle,  and  their  goods,  w)iich  they  had 
{rotten  in  tlie  land  of  Canaan^  rind  came  into  K^ypt,  .Jacob, 
and  all  his  seed  with  him  :  his  sons,  and  his  sons'  sona  with 
him,  his  dnujfhters,  and  his  eons'  daughtersj  and  all  his  seed 
brought  he  with  him  into  Egypt. 

And  Joseph  made  ready  his  chariot,  and  went  up  to  meet 
Israel  his  father,  to  Goshen;  and  he  fell  on  bis  neck,  and 
wept  on  his  neck  a  good  while.  And  Israel  said  unto  Joseph, 
Now  let  me  die,  since  I  have  seen  thy  face,  and  thou  art  yet 
alive.  Aud  Joseph  said  unto  his  brethren,  and  nnto  his 
father's  house,  I  will  go  up,  and  shew  Phaniob,  and  say 
unto  him.  My  brethren,  and  my  father's  house,  which  were 
in  the  land  of  Caiiaiin,  are  come  unto  me ;  and  the  men  are 
Bhepherds,  and   tbey  have  brought  their  flocks,  and   their 
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herds,  and  all  th:it  they  linve.  AikE  it  ahnll  come  to  pnss, 
when  Pharaoh  ahjJl  call  yuu,  and  aluill  asiy,  Whul  is  your 
o{;cupatinn  ?  t.hjit  yc  shall  say.  Thy  servjinta'  trade  hath 
been  about  cattle  from  our  youtli  even  until  noM',  both  we, 
jtnd  our  fathers:  that  ye  miiy  dwell  in  the  land  of  Goshen; 
for  every  shepherd  is  an  abomination  unto  the  Egyptians. 

The  last  words  in  this  passage  nre  not  vei-y  clear.  They  eeem 
to  mean,  '  if  yon  tell  the  king  that  you  are  shepherds,  lie  will  allow 
you  to  dwell  in  Goslien ' ;  Goshen  was  a  thinly  populated  aud  border 
province.  It  seems  at  iLat  Tnuc  to  iuivc  bct-n  mainly  used  as 
Ijosture  Iniicl  for  tlucks  luid  ln^rtln.  Tin.'  nulnv  Egyptian  hevdnieu 
formed  a  despifed  ropte.  nnd  forn^n  phepheids  and  herdnien  the 
f^ptians  would  despise  the  more. 

Then  Joseph  went  and  told  Pharaoh,  and  siiid,  My  father 
and  my  brethren,  and  tlieir  floeks,  and  tlicir  herds,  and  all 
that  they  have,  are  eoine  out  of  the  laud  of  CHuaan;  and, 
l>ehold,  they  are  in  the  land  of  Goshen.  And  he  took  five 
of  his  bretliren,  and  presented  them  unto  Pharaoh.  And 
Pharaoh  said  unto  his  brethren.  What  is  your  nceupation  ? 
Ami  t]iry  said  unto  Pharaoh,  Thy  servants  are  shepherds, 
Iwth  we,  and  our  fathers.  To  sojourn  in  the  land  are  we 
come ;  for  thy  servants  have  no  pasture  for  their  flocks  j  for 
the  famine  is  sore  in  the  land  of  Canuun  ;  now  therefore,  we 
pray  thee,  let  tljy  acnanta  dwell  in  the  hind  of  Goshen. 
.\nd  Pharaoh  said  ujito  Joseph,  Let  theui  dwell  in  the  land 
of  Goshen,  and  if  tliou  knowest  any  men  of  activity  among 
them,  then  make  them  nilers  over  my  cattle.  And  Joseph 
hrouj^ht  in  Jacob  his  father,  and  intToduced  him  to  Phaiaoh: 
and  Jacob  blessed  Pharaoli.  And  Pharaoh  said  unto  Jacob, 
How  many  are  the  days  of  the  years  of  thy  life?  And 
Jacob  sitid  unto  Pharac»!i,  The  days  of  the  years  of  my 
pilg-riniage  are  an  hundred  aud  thirty  years:  few  and  evil 
have  the  days  of  the  yeai"?  of  my  Sife  been,  and  they  have  not 
attained  unto  the  days  of  the  years  of  the  life  of  my  fathers 
in  the  days  of  their  pilgrimage.  And  Jacob  blessed  Pharaoh, 
and  wetJt  out  from  the  presence  of  Pharaoh.  And  Joseph 
nourished  his  father,  anfi  his  brethren,  and  all  his  father's 
household,  with  bread^  according  to  their  families.  And  the 
children  of  Israel  dwelt  in  the  laud  of  Goslien;  and  they  got 
them  possessions  therein,  and  were  fruitful  aad  zuultiplied, 
exceedingly. 
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Jacob  looks  back  upon  the  years  of  his  life  and  calls  them  few 
and  evil.  We  should  not  now  sny  that  a  man  who  was  130  years 
old  had  lived  few  years  1  When  thege  atoriea  were  written  down, 
old  age  was  tliouglit  to  he  a  sign  of  God's  grace.  But  uftenvnrJa 
tho  Jews  ciime  to  think  diffei-eutly  uud  more  wisely.  They  saw 
that  Boine  ;{ood  people — uud  (jod  luves  U»c  good — ^dii;  old  and  bumc- 
die  young,  and  lioth  are  in  tlie  hards  of  God  whether  in  lifo  or 
in  death.  'The  souls  of  the  righteoua  ara  iu  tlie  liatida  of  Ood,' 
one  of  them  said;  aud  as  for  those  whij  are  good  uud  purf  and 
yet  die  young,  '  (hey  heiiig  made  perfect  iu  a  short  timy  huvo 
fulfilled  a  long  time.' 

§  7,  And  Jacob  lived  in  the  land  of  Egypt  serenteeii 
years:  so  the  wliole  age  of  Jacob  was  an  hundred  forty  and 
seven  yfursi.  And  the  time  drew  near  that  Isnie!  niust  die: 
and  he  called  his  son  Joseph,  and  said  unto  him,  Bury  me 
not,  1  pray  thee,  hi  Egypt :  l)ut  when  I  ^o  to  my  fathers, 
thou  shalt  carry  nie  out  of  Egypt,  and  btiry  me  in  their 
burylngplaee.  And  he  said,  1  Mill  do  as  thuu  hast  said. 
And  he  said,  Swear  unto  me :  atid  he  aware  unto  him.  And 
Israel  bowed  himself  upon  the  bed's  head. 

Then  Joseph  fetched  his  two  sons,  Mnnasseh  anil  Ephraim, 
and  he  brought  them  befoi-e  Jacob,  and  Jacob  collected  his 
strength  and  sat  up  on  the  bed.  Now  the  eyes  of  Jacob 
were  dim  for  age,  so  tljat  he  coidd  not  sec  cteiirly.  And 
he  said  unto  Joseph,  Who  are  these  that  are  with  thee? 
And  Joseph  said  unto  his  father,  They  are  my  sons  whom 
God  hath  given  me  here.  And  he  brought  them  near  to  his 
father,  and  Jacob  kissed  and  embraced  them.  And  he  said 
unto  Joseph,  I  had  not  thought  to  see  thy  face:  and,  lo, God 
has  \el  me  see  thv  ^ons  also.  And  he  blessed  tliem.  And 
he  said  unto  Joseph,  Behold,  1  die  :  but  Go<l  shall  be  with 
you,  and  bring  yon  ;igain  unto  the  land  of  your  fathers. 

Then  Jacob  called  all  his  sons  unto  him,  and  he  blessed 
them ;  every  one  according  to  his  blessing  he  blessed  them. 
And  he  charged  them,  aud  said  unto  them.  Behold,  I  die : 
bury  me  with  my  fathers  in  the  cave  that  is  in  the  field 
of  Ephron  the  Hittite,  in  the  cave  tliat  is  in  the  field  of 
Maclipelah,  which  is  before  Mamre,  in  the  land  of  Canaan, 
which  Abraliaiu  bought  with  the  field  of  Ephron  the  Hittite 
for  u  possession  of  a  huryingplacc :  there  they  buried 
Abraham  and  Sarah  his  wife ;  tlicre  they  buried  Isaac  and 
Rebekah  bis  wife,  and  there  I  buried  Leah.     But  Rachel 


died  Mhcn  I  returned  from  Paddan-aram,  when  there  was  but 
a  little  way  to  come  unto  Ephrath :  and  J  buried  her  there 
in  the  way  of  Kphrath.  And  Jacob  made  an  end  of  charging 
his  Bons,  and  he  died.  Then  Joseph  fell  upon  his  father's 
face,  and  wept  upon  him,  and  kissed  him,  And  Joseph  com- 
manded his  senants  the  physicians  to  embatm  his  father: 
and  the  physicians  embalmed  Israel :  and  the  Egj-ptians 
mourned  for  him  threescore  and  ten  days. 

And  when  the  days  of  hia  mournirii^  were  past,  Joseph 
spake  mito  the  house  of  Phanioh,  saying.  If  now  I  have 
found  grace  in  your  eyes,  speak,  I  pray  you^  in  the  ears 
of  Pharaoh,  saying.  My  father  made  me  swear,  saying, 
Lo,  I  die:  in  my  grave  which  I  bought  in  the  land  of 
Canaan,  there  slialt  thou  bury  me.  Now  thereiore  let  roe 
go  up,  I  pniy  thee,  and  bury  my  father,  and  1  will  come 
again.  And  Pharaoh  said,  Go  up,  and  bury  thy  father, 
according  as  he  made  thee  swear.  And  Joseph  went  up 
to  bury  his  father:  and  with  him  went  up  all  the  sen-ants 
of  Pharaoii,  the  elders  of  his  house,  and  all  the  elders  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  and  all  the  house  of  Joseph,  and  his  brethren, 
anil  his  father's  house  :  only  their  little  ones,  and  their  flocks, 
and  their  herds,  they  left  in  the  land  of  Goshen.  And  there 
went  lip  with  him  both  chariots  and  horsemen :  and  it  was 
a  vcrj'  great  company.  And  they  came  to  the  threshing- 
floor  of  Atad,  which  is  bcyoud  Jordan,  and  there  they 
lamented  with  a  greiit  and  very  sore  lamentation  :  and 
Joseph  made  a  mourning  for  his  father  seven  days.  And 
his  sons  did  unto  him  according  as  he  commanded  them: 
for  his  sons  carried  him  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  buried 
him  ill  the  cave  of  the  field  of  Machpelah,  which  Abraham 
bought  with  the  field,  for  a  possession  of  a  buryingplace, 
of  Ephron  the  Hittite,  before  Mamre. 

And  Joseph  returned  i/tito  Egypt,  he,  and  his  brethren,  and 
all  that  went  up  with  him  to  bury  his  father,  after  he  had 
buried  his  father.  And  when  Joseph's  brethren  saw  that 
their  father  was  dead,  they  said,  Joseph  will  pcradventure 
hate  UB,  and  wdl  requit4?  us  all  the  evil  which  we  did  unto 
him.  And  they  sent  a  messenger  unto  Joseph,  saying.  Thy 
father  did  command  before  he  died,  saying.  So  shall  ye  say 
unto  Joseph,  Forgive,  1  pray  thee  now,  the  transgression 
of  thy  brethren,  and  their  sin,  for  they  did  unto  thee  evil : 
and  now,   we   pray   theej  forgive  the  transgression  of   the 
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wiranta  of  the  God  of  thy  father.  And  Joseph  wept  when 
tht-y  apuke  uiiU)  him.  And  liis  hrethivii  ulso  went  and 
fell  dtucn  heforp  his  fare ;  and  they  aaid.  Behold^,  we  be 
thy  aervantfi.  And  Joseph  said  unto  them,  Fear  not :  for 
am  I  in  the  phice  of  God  ?  As  for  you,  ye  thouijlit  evil 
against  me :  but  God  nieunt  it  for  good,  to  bring  to  pass, 
us  it  is  tills  day,  lo  save  much  people  alive.  Now  Ihcrt-'fore 
fear  ye  nut :  I  m  ill  nourish  yctu,  and  your  little  out-a.  And 
he  comforted  them,  and  spake  kindly  unto  them. 

Thus  once  more  .loseph  retiimR  good  for  evil.  JofpiiK  had  heen 
humbled  by  suft'ering,  jimi  liis  i'Ul)*'t-quyut  graudour  bad  not  spoilt 
him.  Let  us  remember  Ins  nutable  words.  First, '  Am  1  tn  the 
pluci'  uf  Got!  1 '  If  we  ttrc  wrinif(ed,  or  fancy  oursdvea  wronged 
(it  16  very  often  only  fancy),  it  is  not  for  us  to  take  revenge.  If 
he  who  wronged  us  demerveH  piuii&hm^nt,  wbich  means,  if  be  will 
be  made  better  by  piuiii<buieut,  nevertltek-^s  it  la  not  for  us  to 
usurp  the  place  of  God.  Secondly,  'As  for  you,  ye  thought  evil 
agaiutt  me :  but  GotJ  meant  it  for  good.'  The  wrong  done  t<i  us 
may  reaUy  turn  otit  for  our  grjod,  Onr  patient  endurance  of  it 
may  uiaUe  us  better  uiPii,  and  women,  and  cbildreu.  It  may  give 
us  opjwrtuiiity  to  do  good  as  wull  as  to  be  good,  and  we  miiy  be 
able  to  make  others  happier  by  our  own  mi&fortune  and  sorrow. 
So  God  nitiy  direct  and  overiHle  what  man  'meant  for  evil' 
towards  his  own  good  end  and  piirpope- 

Now,  finally,  we  are  told  how  Joseph  passed  away  ia  a  ripe  old 
Hge. 

And  Joseph  dwelt  in  Egypt,  he,  and  his  father's  house : 
and  Joseph  lived  an  hundred  and  ten  years.  And  Joseph 
saw  Ephraini's  children  of  the  third  generation  :  the  children 
also  of  Machir  the  son  of  Manasseh  were  put  upon  Joseph's 
knees.  And  Joseph  said  unto  hia  brethren,  I  die:  but 
God  will  surely  visit  you,  and  bring  you  up  out  of  tliis 
land  unto  the  land  which  he  swarc  to  Abraham,  to  Isaac, 
and  to  Jacob.  And  Joseph  took  art  oath  of  the  children 
of  Israel,  saying,  God  will  surely  visit  you,  and  ye  shall 
carry  up  my  bones  from  hence.  So  Joseph  died,  being  an 
hundred  and  ten  years  old  :  and  they  enibulnied  him,  and  he 
was  put  ill  a  coltin  in  Egypt. 
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CHAPTER   V. 


^  1.  For  a  long  while  the  Hebrews  lived  in  Goshen.  How  they 
fared  ami  what  belVII  thtriu  wa  do  not  exactty  know,  but  we  are 
tultl  Unit  'they  were  fruilful,  and  increafed  abniidmitly,  and 
mil  It  ipHed,  and  wnsed  excweiling  mighty;  and  the  hind  was  filled 
with  them.'  Gradually  the  EfJiyptiauB  grew  jealous  and  afraid  of 
this  Lu'^e  and  increiisiti<j;  foreign  settlement  living  in  their  in'idst, 
It  seemed  tu  them  a  national  diiiiger.  Hitherto  the  Ifebrews  had 
apparently  been  well  treated.  The  memory  of  the  great  service 
which  Joaepb  had  rendered  to  the  kingdoci  remained  freah  for 
many  years.  But  at  latt  the  actaal  present — the  visible  and 
flourishing  colony  of  Hijbrcw  strangers — made  the  past  forgotten. 
lu  tho  words  of  the  Bible,  '  There  tiroae  a  new  king  over  Egypt,  who 
knew  not  Joseph.'  He  would  not  alluw  hitneelf  to  be  restrained 
by  gratitude  fur  acrvicea  rendered  long  ago  to  one  of  his  jiredecessors. 
King  and  people,  etung  by  jealoney  and  fear,  determined  to  oppress 
the  Hebi^ewB,  and  turn  them,  if  possible,  into  ImrmletiB  pliives, 
profitable  and  not  dangcroue  to  the  Egyptian  people.  This  op- 
preasiou  and  evil  treatment  continued  for  some  whiJe,  till  at  last, 
iu  God's  good  time,  the  Hebrews,  ujider  their  great  leader  Moses, 
trade  their  escape  from  Egypt  and  became  an  indepeuileut  people^ 
living  in  their  own  land. 

It  is  nnt  precisely  known  in  what  year  the  Hebrews  left  Egypt. 
But  it  probably  happened  not  less  than  3, i.'io  years  ago.  The 
Btories  which  tell  of  it  (parts  of  which  have  been  jjreserved  to  us 
iu  the  Bible)  were  wi-itteu  down  about  500  veal's  nfter  the  event, 
and  some  of  them  even  later.  It  is  as  if  nothing  had  been  written 
down  about  the  battle  of  Hastings  till  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
We  should  not  in  that  tase  know  about  that  great  battle  as  clearly 
and  certainly  as  we  do  now.  Or  Buppotsiiig  nothing  had  been 
written  down  about  the  defeat  of  the  Spiinish  Aimada,  and 
nothing  were  to  be  written  for  another  200  years,  what  different 
accounts  of  it  would  be  in  existence,  aud  how  many  vaxying 
Tcrsious  (nune  probably  very  elear  or  full)  could  be  pieced  together 
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about  it  when  men  came  to  miike  a  writtrn  ncrount  on  the 
husia  of  llicir  ural  trntlitious  iu  tbe  year  2a@S !  But  these  un- 
certainties about  the  exmlus  from  Egypt  do  not  grratly  matter. 
For  the  important  thing  to  us  «tx>ut  that  coming:  forth  from 
£gypt  is  not  hoto  exactly  it  all  happened,  but  that  it  hnppene«{.  It 
is  the  fact  which  concents  ns,  the  &ct  for  which  we  owe  gratitutlo 
to  God — not  the  mauwr  or  the  dctaili;.  For  if  the  Jews  bad  not 
escaped  from  the  bondage  of  Eg>pt,  thoy  would  uewr  have  Ivarut 
what  they  Warnt,  and  wouhl  never  hiive  tanght  what  tliey  taught. 
about  goodness  and  Cod.  Therefore  the  exmlua  front  Egypt  is  not 
only  one  of  the  great<-st  ercuts  and  epoch?  in  the  history  of  the 
Jew.',  bat  one  of  the  greatest  ovonts  and  epochs  in  llw  history  of 
the  world.  To  that  siircesFfiil  ewrape  Kurope,  Atiieiica,  and  Aus- 
tralia are  as  much  indebted  m  the  Jown  themiteWe^.  And  the  men 
of  Europe,  the  men  of  America,  and  tbe  men  of  Australia  might 
join  with  U8  Jews  in  celebrating  that  feast  of  the  PassoYer,  of  (he 
foundation  and  meaning  of  which  we  ore  now  to  hear. 

§  2.  Let  US  (ii'st  go  buck  to  the  beginning  of  tlwj  story  as  we 
have  it  in  the  Bible. 

Now  there  arose  up  a  new  king  over  Ejcypt.  who  huew 
not  Joseph.  And  he  snid  unto  his  pcoplr.  Behold,  the 
people  of  tlie  children  ()f  Israel  are  becomiri;^  more  aiiid 
milflitief  than  we ;  come,  let  us  deal  wisely  with  thcni ;  lest 
they  multiply  still  further,  iiud  it  come  to  pass,  that,  if  there 
should  fall  out  a  war,  they  join  thernaelvea  to  our  cneinies, 
and  fii;;lit  a^jainst  us,  anil  jjet  tliein  up  out  of  ttje  laiul.  So 
they  set  over  them  taskmasters  to  afflict  them  with  their 
burdens.  And  they  built  for  I'liaraoh  two  cities,  Pitliom 
und  KuiuiLscs.  But  the  more  they  afllieled  them,  the  moix' 
they  multiplied  find  grew;  bo  that  the  E^yptiauH  were 
troubled  because  of  the  children  of  Israel.  And  they  uuide 
tJiem  to  serve  with  rif^our:  and  they  made  their  lives  hitter 
with  hard  serx'ice,  in  nicutar  and  in  brick,  and  In  all  manner 
of  service  in  the  fields. 

Hut  the  king  of  Egypt  was  fctill  uneatisfled.  His  hatred  of  the 
Hebrews  increased.  llis  measures  (tf  oppivfitiou  were  unsuccessful, 
no  at  last  hi!  dL-tcnnincd  tu  make  an  end  of  thuai  iiltugether.  He 
isiiued  a  decree  that  every  buby-boy  burn  uuiong  the  Hebrowe 
should  he  drowned.  Now  there  wa«  a  llehn'w  called  Amraiii,  who 
had  a  wife  called  .Inchebed.  Tliey  had  a  son,  and  Jocbebed 
attempted  lo  hide  him  away  from  tho  officers  of  Pliaruoh.  This 
she  did  for  tltree  mouths. 
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And  when  she  could  not  longer  hide  him,  she  took  for 
biiu  an  ark  of  bulrushes,  and  painted  it  with  bitumen  and 
with  pitch;  and  she  put  the  child  therein,  and  laid  it  in  the 
flagH  by  the  river's  brink.  And  hia  sisttT  iituud  a.fur  off,  to 
gee  what  would  be  dune  to  bim.  And  the  daughter  of 
Pharaoh  came  down  to  wash  herself  at  the  river;  and  her 
maidens  walked  along  by  the  river  side;  and  she  saw  the  ark 
amunf;  the  fla^,  and  sent  her  maid  to  fetch  it.  And  when 
she  had  opened  it,  she  saw  the  child  :  and,  behold,  the  babe 
wept.  And  she  had  conapassiun  on  him,  and  said.  This  is 
one  of  the  Hebrews*  children.  Then  said  his  sister  to 
Pharaoh's  daughter,  Shall  I  go  and  call  thee  a  nurse  of  the 
Hebrew  women,  that  she  may  nurse  the  child  for  thee? 
And  Pharaoh's  daughter  &uid  to  her.  Go.  And  the  maid 
went  and  ciUled  the  child's  motlier.  And  Pharaoh's  daughter 
said  unto  her,  Take  this  child  away,  and  nurse  it  for  me, 
and  I  will  give  thee  thy  wages.  And  the  woman  took  the 
child,  and  nursed  it.  And  the  child  grew,  and  she  brought 
him  unto  Pharaoh's  daugliter,  and  he  becante  her  son.  And 
she  called  his  name  Moses,  and  said.  Because  1  drew  him 
out  of  the  water. 

There  is  a  Hehiew  word  Maxhah  winch  nipans  to  draw  out,  but 
the  Eyu'ptiuQ  word  for  'draw  out'  is  uot  Mashali.  Moreover  the 
Egjptiiui  prlucess  would  have  epokeu  E^ptiaii,  not  Hebrew.  It 
is  uot  kuowii  what  (he  name  Mtises  nieaQ3,  But  it  jV  poseihly 
Egyptian,  and  not  Hebrew.  Mnaes  is  here  said  to  hnre  become 
the  ftilopted  sou  of  Pharaoh's  daughter.  But  he  cannot  have  Been 
much  or  bad  iiuich  to  do  with  hia  Egyptian  mother.  For  we  liear 
no  more  aliout  her;  and  Mopl-s  when  grown  iiji  is  no  bit  of  tin 
Kg^'plian.  but  a  Ht?biew  of  Ihe  Hebrews,  and  lives  among  them, 

§  3.  The  zeal  of  Moses  for  his  oppressed  fellow-countrymen  was 
tn  flhnw  iteelf  in  an  intemperate  and,  violent  fanliion.  The  character 
of  MoBL's  was  noble  but  piiaaioiiHtc.  Hia  devutiou  to  his  people,  as 
ill  after-days  his  devotion  to  God,  bwth  on  occasion  impelled  him  to 
WTong-doing.     He  too  was  purified  by  etiffeiiiig. 

And  it  came  to  pass  when  Moses  was  growTi,  that  he  went 

out  unto  his  brethren,  and  looked  on  their  bmilens :  and  he 
spied  an  Egyptian  smiting  an  Hebrew,  one  of  his  brethren. 
Ami  he  looked  this  way  and  that  way,  and  when  he  saw  that 
there  waa  no  man,  he  slew  the  Egyptian,  and  hid  him  in  the 
Bitnd.     And  when  he  went  out  the  second  day,  behold,  two 
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men  of  the  HebrewTi  strove  together:  and  he  said  tn  him 
that  (iid  the  wrong,  \\'herpfi)rp  smitt'st  thou  tliv  fellow? 
And  he  said,  Who  made  thee  a  prince  and  a  judge  over  us  ? 
intendest  thou  to  kill  nie,  as  thou  killcdst  the  Egyptian? 
And  Muses  feared,  uiid  Buid,  Surely  this  thing  is  known. 
Now  when  Pliaraoh  heani  this  thitig,  he  sought  t^j  slay 
Moses.  But  Moses  fle<l  from  the  fare  of  Pharaoh,  and 
dwelt  in  the  land  of  MidiHti:  and  he  sat  down  by  tx  well. 
Now  the  priest  of  Midian  had  seven  daughters :  and  they 
came  and  drew  water,  and  lilled  tlie  troughs  to  water  their 
father's  flock.  And  the  shepherds  came  and  drove  them 
away:  but  Mu«es  stood  up  and  helpe<l  them,  iuu\  watered 
their  flock.  And  when  they  came  to  Jethro  their  father,  he 
said,  Ilnw  is  it  that  ye  are  come  so  soon  to  day  ?  And  they 
said,  An  Egyptian  delivered  us  out  of  the  hiitui  of  the 
shepherds,  and  als<)  drew  water  enough  for  us,  and  watered 
the  flock.  And  he  said  unto  his  daughters.  And  where  ia 
he?  why  ia  it  that  ye  ha%-e  left  the  man?  call  him,  that  he 
may  eat  bread.  And  Moses  was  content  to  dwell  with  the 
man:  and  he  gave  Moses  Zipporah  his  daughter  to  wife. 
And  she  bare  him  a  son,  and  he  called  his  name  Gerithom. 

§  4.  Meanwhile  the  oppretisiou  of  tlio  Hebrews  contiuacd. 

And  the  children  of  Israel  sighed  by  reason  of  the  bondage, 
and  they  cried,  and  their  cry  tor  deliverance  from  their 
bondage  came  up  unto  God,  And  God  heard  their  groaning, 
and  he  remembered  his  covenant  with  Abraham,  and  Isaac, 
and  Jacob.  Andiie  IcMiked  upon  tlie  children  of  Israel,  and 
took  knowl  dge  of  them. 

MfiRPB  was  chosen  by  T'od  tn  he  the  deliverer  of  the  Hebrews  from 
their  cruel  servitude.  The  Bible  fells  a  atraugo  atory  of  huw  the 
will  of  Oud  in  this  matter  was  first  revealed  to  Most's. 

Now  Mosps  kept  the  flock  of  Jetliro  his  father  in  law,  the 
priest  of  Midian  :  and  he  led  the  flock  to  the  backside  of  the 
desert,  and  came  to  the  mountain  of  Horeb.  And  the  angel 
of  God  appeared  unto  him  in  a  flainc  of  Are  out  of  the  midst 
of  a  thorn-bush :  and  he  looked,  and,  behold,  the  bush 
burne<l  with  fire,  but  the  bush  was  not  consumed.  And 
Mosea  said,  I  will  now  turn  aside,  and  see  this  great  sight, 
why  the  bush  is  not  burnt.     And  when  he  turned  aside  to 
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see,  God  called  uutu  him  uut  of  the  miclat  of  the  bush,  und 
sidd,  Moses,  MoseH.  Aiitl  he  Kai<],  Mere  am  I.  Atid  lie 
sju:],  I  am  the  God  of  thy  fatlier,  the  God  of  Ahrahum,  the 
God  of  Isaac,  :tnd  the  God  of  Jacob.  And  MoSies  lud  his 
face;  for  he  was  afraid. 

And  God  said,  1  have  surely  seen  the  affliction  of  my 
people  which  are  iti  Egypt,  :uid  have  heard  their  cry  by 
reason  of  their  ttmkmnsters ;  for  t  know  their  sorrows;  and 
I  will  deliver  tliem  out  of  the  hand  of  tlie  Effj-ptians,  and 
I  %vill  bring  them  up  out  of  that  land  unto  a  good  land  and 
a  lar^e,  unto  a  land  flowiiig  with  milk  and  honey.  Come 
now  therefore,  and  1  ivill  sejid  thee  unto  Pharaoh,  that  thou 
mayest  bring-  foj'th  my  people  the  children  of  Israel  out  of 
Eyypt.  And  Moees  said  unto  God,  Behohl,  when  I  come 
unto  the  children  of  Israel,  and  shall  nay  unto  them,  The 
God  of  your  fathers  hath  sent  me  unto  you;  and  they  shall 
sav  to  lue,  Wluit  is  his  nume  ?  what  shall  1  sav  unto  them  ? 
And  God  said  unto  Moses,  I  AM  THAT  I  AM  :  and  he 
said,  Thus  shalt  tliou  say  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  1  AM 
huth  sent  me  unto  you.  And  God  said  moreover  unto 
Moses,  Tiius  slndt  thou  say  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  The 
LoKD,  the  God  of  your  fiithers,  the  God  of  Abrahanii,  the  God 
of  Isajic,  and  the  God  of  Jacob,  Jiath  sent  me  unto  you: 
this  is  my  name  for  ever,  and  this  is  my  meniorinl  unto  all 
generations.  Go,  and  g-ather  the  elders  of  Israel  tog-ether, 
and  say  unto  theni.  The  Lord,  the  God  of  your  fathers,  tlie 
God  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac,  and  of  .Jacob,  appeared  unto  me, 
saying',  I  will  surely  visit  you  for  that  vihi(;h  is  done  to  you 
in  Eg5'pt :  and  I  ivill  bring  you  up  out  of  the  affliction  of 
Eg}"pt  unto  the  land  of  Canaan.  And  I  know  that  the  king 
of  Egypt  will  not  let  you  go,  except  by  a  migiity  hand. 
And  1  will  stretch  out  my  hand,  and  smite  Egypt  with  all 
my  wonders  which  I  will  do  in  the  midst  thereof:  und  after 
that  he  will  let  you  go. 

And  Moses  said  (U)to  God,  O  my  Lcjrd,  I  am  not  plot[uent, 
neither  heretofore,  nor  since  thou  hast  spoken  unto  thy 
servant ;  but  1  am  slow  of  speech,  and  uf  a  slow  tongue. 
And  (iod  said  unto  hiin,  Who  hath  made  man^s  mouth  ?  or 
who  malvcth  the  dumb,  or  dejif,  or  the  seeing,  or  the  blind? 
Is  it  not  I  r  Now  therefore  go,  and  1  will  be  with  thy 
mouth,  and  teach  thee  what  thou  shalt  say.  And  he  said, 
O  my  Lord,  scud,  I  pray  thee,  by  the  hand  of  him  whom 
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thou  Milt  soul.  And  the  aiigcr  of  God  was  kindled  aj^Liiist 
Moses,  uiid  he  said,  Is  not  Aai-on  thy  bi-uther?  I  know  that 
}ie  can  speak  well.  And  also,  behold,  he  cimieHi  fortli  to 
meet  thee :  :ind  when  he  seetb  thee,  he  will  be  ^lad  in  his 
heart.  And  thou  Rhalt  Espeak  unto  him,  and  put  words  in 
his  mouth :  and  1  ^vtll  be  with  thy  mouth,  and  with  his 
mouth,  uiid  will  teach  you  what  ye  shall  do. 

Tliy  paspnge  atont  the  name  uf  GyJ,  which  in  here  ftni(l  to  be 
'  I  fim,*  or  more  fuJIy,  '  I  nin  timt  I  am,'  1  sliii!!  speak  about  later 
on  in  another  cmitiexion,  The  nnn-ator  spenks  about  the  '  nngf  r  of 
Ood '  bciug  kindled  a'i;aiast  Hoses,  but  v/a  must  always  remember 
that  this  is  a  fummn  and  iuHccunite  way  i>f  gpeakiup,  for  God  is 
not  now  angry  Rud  aow  appeased,  bat  ever  aad  always  one  and  the 
Mme. 

§  5.  Then  Moses  went  and  returned  to  Jethm  his  father  in 
law,  and  said  inito  him,  Let  me  go,  1  pray  thee,  and  return 
unto  my  brethren  which  are  in  Egypt,  and  see  whether  tlicy 
he  yet  alive.  Aiul  JLthro  said  to  Moses,  (jo  hi  peace.  And 
Moses  took  his  wife  and  Ins  sons,  and  stt  tlieni  upon  an  ass, 
and  be  returned  to  the  land  of  Kgypt.  And  God  said  to 
Aaron,  Go  into  the  wilderness  to  meet  Moses.  And  he  went, 
and  met  him,  and  kissed  him.  And  Moses  told  Aaron  all 
tlie  worcia  of  God  wherewith  he  had  sent  him. 

So  Moses  and  Aamn  went  and  gathered  together  all  the 
elders  of  the  children  of  Israel,  and  Aaron  spake  unto  them 
all  the  words  which  God  had  spoken  unto  Mospr.  And  the 
people  believed:  and  when  they  heard  that  God  had  looked 
upon  Ibcir  idHiction,  they  bowed  their  heads  atid  uorshipped. 

Then  afterward  Moses  and  Aaron  came,  and  said  luito 
Pharaoh,  Tfms  saith  God,  Let  my  people  go.  And  Pharaoh 
said,  Who  is  your  God,  that  I  should  hearken  unto  his  voice 
to  let  Israel  go?  I  know  not  your  God,  and  I  will  not  let 
Israel  go.  And  the  king  of  Egypt  said  unto  them.  Wherefore 
do  ye,  Moses  and  Aaron,  draw  away  the  people  from  their 
works?  get  you  unto  your  burdens.  Aiid  Pharaoh  said. 
Behold,  the  people  of  the  land  are  now  many,  and  ye  make 
them  rest  from  their  burdens.  And  the  same  day  Pharaoh 
commanded  the  taskmasters  of  the  people,  and  tlieir  officers, 
saying,  Ve  shall  no  more  give  the  people  straw  to  moke 
l)rick,  as  heretofore  :  let  them  go  and  gather  straw  fur  them- 
selves.    And  the  number  of  the  bricks,  which  they  did  make 
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heretofore,  ye  &Iinli  lay  upon  them  j  ye  shjill  not  diniinish 
uu^ht  tlicreof:  for  they  be  idle.  Let  more  work  be  hiid 
upon  the  men,  that  they  may  lubour  tlierehi ;  ami  let  thein 
not  rej^nnl  deeeitful  worth.  An<]  the  tiLsk masters  of  the 
people  went  outj  .'ind  their  officers,  and  they  spake  U)  the 
people,  Siiyhig,  Thus  saith  Phnriioh,  I  will  not  ^ve  you  straw. 
Go  yourselves,  g^et  you  straw  where  ye  can  find  it:  yet  not 
aught  of  your  work  slniU  be  diminished.  So  the  people 
were  seattered  aI)road  tltroug-ficmt  all  the  land  of  Egypt  to 
giither  stiihble  for  straw.  And  the  taakmasters  pressed 
them,  saying,  Fulfil  your  works,  your  daily  tasks,  as  when 
there  wjis  straw.  .\iid  the  oflieers  of  the  children  of  Israel, 
which  Phtiraoh*8  taskmasters  had  set  over  them,  were  beaten, 
and  demanded.  Wherefore  have  ye  not  fulfilled  your  task  in 
making  brick  both  yesterday  and  to-day,  as  heretofore  ? 
Then  the  officers  of  the  children  of  Israel  came  and  cried 
unto  Pharaoh,  sajiiig.  Wherefore  dealest  thou  thus  with  thy 
servants?  There  is  no  straw  j^veu  unto  thy  servants,  and 
they  say  to  us,  Make  brick :  and,  Ix'hnld,  thy  servants  are 
beaten  ;  but  the  fault  is  in  thine  own  people.  But  he  said,  Ye 
are  idle,  ye  are  idle.  Go  therefore  now,  and  work ;  for  there 
shall  no  straw  be  given  you,  yet  shall  ye  deliver  the  number 
of  l>ritk8.  And  the  officers  of  the  children  of  Israel  did  see 
that  they  were  in  evil  case,  when  it  was  said,  Ye  sliall  not 
niinish  aught  from  your  bricks,  your  daily  tasks.  And  they 
met  Moses  and  Aaron,  who  stood  in  the  way,  as  they  came 
forth  from  Pharaoh:  and  they  said  unto  them,  God  look 
upon  you,  and  judge  ;  because  ye  have  made  us  abhorred  in 
the  eyes  of  Pharaoh,  and  in  the  eyes  of  his  servant-s,  to  put 
a  sword  in  their  hands  to  slay  us.  And  Moses  cried  unto 
God,  and  said.  Wherefore  hast  thou  evil  entreated  this  people  ? 
why  is  it  that  thou  hast  sent  me  ?  For  since  I  came  to 
Pharaoh  to  speak  in  thy  name,  he  hath  done  evil  to  thia 
people;  neither  hast  thou  delivered  thy  people  at  all.  And 
God  said  imto  Moses,  Now  shalt  thou  see  what  I  will  do  to 
Pharaoh:  for  compelled  by  a  strong  hand  shall  he  let  them 
go,  and  compelled  by  a  strong  hand  shall  he  urge  them  out 
of  his  land. 


Whnt  was  tins  'etrong  hand'  compelled    by   which   Pharaoh 
would  let  the  Helirews  go  t 

The  Jews  believed  that  heavy  trouble  and  sore  trials  befell  the 
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£g^>-ptlaa3  at  this  time,  and  they  saw  tu'these  trials  puni^litnents 
fcot  Iiy  Qotl  uj>nn  tlie  Egy|liRii3  fur  tlieir  ill-treatiuput  and 
oppression  of  the  Htbiews,  aiici  fur  tiic  rL-fuswl  uf  Plmniub  to  let 
tlitm  depart  from  Kgj-pt  in  peare  eg  Gcul  hud  bidden  biui.  Thcst; 
sore  trimbles  are  known  as  the  Ten  PLigues,  But  1  do  not 
menu  tu  tell  you  tibout  tlieni  here. 

Whenever  one  nation  bus  a  quarrel  or  goes  to  war  with  another 
nation,  each  eide  alwayti  thinks  that  it  is  in  the  rijfht  niiil  its  ent-miea 
iu  tliL'  wroiip.  Oftf-n  too,  so  thinking,  they  believe  also  that  tht'ir 
ow:i  eiiomios  are  the  encmit's  of  God.  When  they  make  pejice 
with  fiich  other,  they  i-emember  that  God  Iphs  no  eiieuiits,  for  all 
nmnkiud  are  ]iis  children,  He  bfves  the  good  ;  and  as  for  the  bad, 
thuugls  he  does  not  love  thom  b-catis^  tbey  ai-w  bail,  ho  loves  theiu 
altJutugh  they. "ire  had.  as  a  father  hives  his  childi-en  not  bwaiiso 
they  do  wrong,  but  althongh  they  do  wrong,  just  becausp  they  are 
his  children.  And  all  men  are  the  children  of  Gad.  And  eveti  if 
God  does  not  love  thu  biid  at  the  moment  of  their  wii-kedness,  yet 
he  never  ceasefi  to  pity  them.  He  pnnibihes  (hem  (for  every  eiu 
bringF  its  puniehment  in  the  *»nd)  rot  f<jr  the  sake  of  jmyhody  elpe, 
and  not  becauj^p  tiiey  are  bis  euemiee,  but  for  their  own  sake.  For 
eiometimes  the  worst  tiling  that  can  happen  to  au  evil  doer  is  not 
to  he  planished  at  all.  But  it  is  not  iiueessury  for  us  to  hear  much 
of  the  punishmcHte  of  the  Egyptians,  It  is  hetter  and  pleasunter 
to  fix  our  attention  uttou  the  deliverance  of  the  Hebrews. 

^  6.  When  trouble  upon  trouble,  punishment  upon  punisbmeiit, 
had  befallen  them,  the  Kgyptians  themselves  made  up  their  minds 
that  the  Boouer  the  Hebrews  left  their  country  tlie  better.  Whea 
Uie  king  iind  his  people  hitd  come  to  this  resolution,  they  were 
urgent  tliat  the  Israehtes  Hhould  not  tujry.  They  drove  them 
fortli  in  haste- 
So  they  went  out  from  the  land  of  Goshen,  a  great  company 
of  men  and  u-cnicii  and  children  and  flocks  iiiul  herds.  And 
the  people  took  their  daugh  before  it  wtis  leavened,  their 
kne;iding  troug-hs  being  bound  up  in  their  elothcy  iiimjii  their 
shoulders.  AjkI  they  Imkcd  unleavened  cakes  of  the  doujfh 
which  they  brought  forth  out  of  Kfrypt,  for  it  was  not 
leavened  j  hecfiuse  they  were  thrust  out  of  Egypt,  and  could 
not  tarryj  neither  had  they  prepared  for  themselves  any 
victual. 

And  they  journeyed  from  Rameses  to  Succoth,  mid  from 
Succoth  to  Kthnm,  and  they  encamped  t[ierc  <in  the  edge  of 
tbe  wilderuess.     And  Moses  took  tlic  bonee  of  Joseph  with 
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iiim  :  for  he  bad  straitly  sworn  the  cliildiTii  of  Israel,  sayinp, 
(jud  will  sui-ely  visit  you;  aud  ye  8hall,ca.rry  up  my  boucB 
away  hence  with  you. 

Tljeii  tliey  journeyed  forward  safely  as  far  ae  the  head  of  the 
Gulf  of  Suez,  wliicii  in.  the  iioiiheru  part  of  the  Red  Sea. 
Meanwhile 

II  Wits  told  the  king  of  Kgypt  that  the  people  had  fled : 
and  the  hejirt  of  Pharaoh  luid  of  his  servantB  whb  turned 
agninst  the  people,  and  they  saidj  Why  have  we  done  this, 
that  we  have  let  Israel  go  fronii  serving  us?  And  he 
made  ready  hia  chariots,  and  took  his  people  with  him :  and 
I»e  took  six  hundred  chosen  chariots,  and  captaina  over  every 
cue  of  them,  and  he  pureued  after  the  childrert  of  Israel,  and 
he  overtook  them  encamping"  hy  the  sea.  And  when  Pharaoh 
drew  nigh,  the  children  of  Israel  lifted  up  their  eyes,  and, 
behold,  the  Kgyptians  marched  after  them;  and  they  were 
sore  afraid  :  and  the  cliildreti  of  Israel  crieil  out  unto  God. 
And  they  said  unto  Moses,  Because  there  were  no  graves  in 
Egypt,  hagt  thou  taken  us  away  to  die  in  the  wilderness  ? 
wherefore  hast  thon  dealt  thus  with  us,  to  carry  us  fortli  out 
of  Egj'pt  ?  Is  not  this  the  word  that  we  said  to  thee  in 
Egypt,  Let  us  alone,  that  we  may  serve  the  Egyptians?  For 
it  had  been  better  for  us  to  serve  the  Egyptians,  than  that  we 
should  die  in  the  wilderness.  And  Moses  said  unto  the 
people.  Fear  ye  not,  stand  still,  and  see  the  salvation  of  God, 
which  he  will  shew  to  you  to-day:  for  the  Egyptians  whom 
ye  have  seen  to-day,  ye  shall  see  them  again  no  more  for 
ever.     God  shall  fight  for  you,  and  ye  shall  hold  your  peace. 

Aud  as  Kuaes  foretold  to  th«m,  8o  it  cams  to  pass.  At  the 
morai-'nt  of  tlieir  greatest  peril  tliey  were  very  wouderfully  delivered. 
A  strong  wind  drove  the  waters  at  the  head  of  Uic  Gulf  soulh- 
warHs,  and  the  Ismeiitea,  ine.tend  of  hnving  to  go  round  the  ehore 
of  the  Gulf,  crossed  over  ita  hed  in  saiety  to  the  other  side.  When, 
however,  the  Egyptians  made  after  them  in  hot  pursuit,  they  too 
straight  aCTOPS  the  channel  of  the  Gulf,  the  wind  suddenly  dropped, 
and  the  witterg,  returning  to  their  iiatund  limilSj  drowned  the 
Egyiitiaua  amid  their  ivavpfi.  So  the  Hebrewe  were  delivered  and 
eet  free  from  Egyptian  8en.'iludc  for  good  and  all. 

§  7.  In  deep  gratitude  did  the  children  of  Israel  give  thanks  to 
God  for  tlieir  marvellouH  deliverauce.  A  aong  of  triumph  is  put 
into  their  mouths  which  ia  very  viviJ  and  dramatic,  tliough  it  speaks 
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of  God  in  far  too  human  it  way  to  commend  itself  wholly  to  om- 
preseut  ideas.  But  we  must  remember  that  in  luicieut  timeR  the 
roccessful  WHiTJor  was,  for  many  warlike  races,  the  highuat  type 
ami  itieul  of  liumftn  excelleuce  w»d  nobility.  Therefore  such  racea 
could  represent  God  \inder  no  higher  image.  In  the  &ting  God 
ift  often  called  'the  Lord,'  n  name  for  him  which  I  shall  explain 
later,  wbeu  I  apeak  about  the  famous  words,  '  I  am  that  I  am.' 
This  is  how  the  song  is  iutroJuced  tu  us. 


Thus  God  saved  Israel  that  d&y  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
Eg'yj>ti;in8 ;  and  Israel  hiiw  that  ^reat  work  which  God  did 
ii[KJii  the  Egyptians  :  and  tlif  people  feared  God,  and  Ijelieved 
in  God,  and  in  his  servant  Moses. 

Then  sung  Moses  and  the  children  of  Israel  this  song  unto 
God,  and  spake,  auying, 

I  will  sing  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  hath  triumphed 
gloriously : 

The  horse  and  his  rider  hatli  he  thrown  into  the  sea. 

The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  sotig, 

And  he  is  become  my  salvation : 

He  is  my  God,  and  I  vv'ill  praise  him  ; 

My  father's  God, and  I  Mill  exalt  him. 

The  Lord  is  a  man  of  war : 

The  Lord  is  liia  name. 

Pharaoh's  chariots  and  his  host  hath  he  cast  into  the  sea! 

His  chosen  captains  also  are  drow'neil  in  the  Red  sea. 

The  depths  have  covered  them  : 

They  sank  into  the  bottom  as  a  stotie. 

Thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  is  become  julorious  in  power: 

Thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  hath  dashed  in  pieces  the  enemy. 

And  in  the  greatness  of  thine  excellency  thou  hast  over- 
thrown them  that  rose  up  against  thee : 

Thou  scntcst  forth  thy  wrath,  which  consumed  them  as 
stubble. 

And  with  the  blast  of  thy  nostrils  the  waters  were  gathered 
together, 

The  Hoods  stood  upright  as  an  heap. 

And  the  depths  were  congealed  in  the  heart  of  the  sea. 

The  enemy  said,  1  will  pursue,  I  will  overtake,  I  will 
divide  the  spoil ; 

My  lust  shall  be  satisfied  upon  them; 

I  will  draw  my  sword,  my  hand  shall  destroy  them. 
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Thou  didat  blow  with  tliy  wind,  the  sefi  covered  them  : 

They  sunk  as  lead  in  the  mighty  waters. 

Who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  hard,  ftmonfic  the  g-ods  ? 

Who  is  like  tlice,  ^1'^™"^  in  holiness,  fearful  in  praises, 
doing'  wniidrrs  ? 

Thou  Btretchedst  out  thy  riplit  himd, 

The  earth  swallowed  them. 

Thou  in  thy  mercy  bust  led  forth  the  people  which  thon 
Imst  redremed : 

Thou  hast  guided  them  in  thy  strength  unto  thy  holy 
habitation. 

The  peoples  heard  and  were  afraid  '^ 

Terror  took  hold  on  tlie  inhabitants  of  Pttlcslino. 

The  prineea  of  Edoin  were  amazed; 

The  mighty  men  of  Moali,  trembling  took  hold  upon  them; 

All  the  inhnbttants  of  Canaan  melted  away. 

Fear  and  diTnd  did  fall  upon  them  ; 

By  the  greatness  of  thine  arm  they  became  still  as  a  stone  ; 

So  thy  people  entered  in,  O  Lord,  ao  the  people  entered  in, 
whom  thou  hant  ae<|uired  for  thine  own. 

Thou  didst  bririff  them  in,  and  plant  them  in  the  mountain 
of  thitie  inheritance, 

In  the  place,  O  Lord,  which  thou  hast  made  for  thee  to 
dwell  in, 

In  the  Sanctuary,  O  Lord,  which  thy  Imnds  have  estab- 
lished. 

The  Lord  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever. 

And  Mirian],  the  sister  of  Aaron,  took  a  timbrel  in  her 
hand ;  and  all  the  women  went  out  after  her  with  timbrels 
and  with  dances. 

And  Miriam  answered  them, 

Siujf  ye  to  the  Lord,  for  he  hath  tnumphed  gloriously; 

The  horse  and  his  rider  hath  he  thrown  into  the  sea. 

Thin  HOTiff  is  put  dnimatJcaUy  into  the  mouth  cf  Jroees  by  the 
Bihliciil  iiarrutur,  Parts  of  it,  ut  nziy  rate,  must  liavu  been  written 
afler  his  time.  TI]e  lei-aelitee  ore  idrt-ady  settled  in  Palestine,  and 
even  the  sanctuary  of  .lerumlem  has  been  erfctcd.  Tlie  ^vriter 
too  hastily  adopted  popular  notions.  God  dwells  in  no  huniHn 
sauctuary.  Of  this  we  whall  hear  more  hereafter.  Thnt  the  proof 
of  God's  goodness  and  greatness  is  seen  in  thij  distruction  of  the 
Egj-ptinns  Tray  jar  iipoii  us  to-d«y,  hut  ie  tnie  to  human  Jiaturc  as 
it  was  and  is.     It  was  nut  indeed  wonderful  lliaC  iu  their  hour 
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trmmpli  and  emancipation  the  Hebrews  could  teel  little  pity 
over  tfaeir  clrowned  oppi-esaora.  So  when  the  wild  winds  of  heuven 
scattered  and  wrecked  tbe  ships  of  tlie  laviucible  Armada,  the 
Knglisii  thanked  God  for  their  deliverance,  niid  rujuicud  at  the 
discomtiture  of  their  foes.  In  the  limir  of  their  escape  from  deailly 
peril,  they  could  feel  little  pity  over  their  drowned  eueiniea.  But 
it  doea  not  hecome  us  now  aa  Eiijflishuica  to  rejoice  over  the  doatli 
of  the  Spaninrds,  or  as  Jews  to  rejoice  over  the  deuth  of  the 
Egyptians.  Wo  may  rejoice  at  our  own  delivfrance  and  j^nve 
thanks  for  it  to  God,  hut  we  ninft  fe^l  pity  nither  than  trininph 
over  our  fallen  fot'S.  Some  of  you  may  reniLMiiher  in  thti  Oilyffiey 
of  tbe  great  Urctk  poet  Homer  how,  ufttr  the  hero  Odysseus  has 
elain  the  suitors  of  Penelope,  the  old  uurne  Eurycleib  coraen  into 
the  hall,. and  seeing  all  the  bodies  of  bei-  de-ad  foes  stretched  lifeleae 
on  the  ground,  makpH  ready  to  cry  aloud  for  joy.  But  OdvfSeiis 
restrained  her  in  h<ir  eagertieRa,  and  paid,  '  Within  thine  own  heart 
rejoice,  O  uui-3e,  and  be  still,  lor  tt  is  au  unholy  thing  to  boast  over 
elftin  men.'  And,  iiccording  Ui  tin  old  Itahbinicid  legend,  when  tbe 
Egyptians  were  overthrown  and  drowned,  tbe  fingfls  of  Goc)  were 
aVwutto  ningforjoy.  But  God  checked  tiiem,  and  eaid,  'lly  crtmtures 
are  lyiutj  drowned  iu  the  sea,  ajid  do  ye  deBire  to  sing  before  mti  1 ' 
Is  not  tliie  legend  far  more  truly  religious  than  the  song  I  Tim 
good  and  tbe  bod  and  all  tbe  races  of  men  use  one  and  all  the 
ohildi-en  and  tbe  creatures  of  God.  v^ 
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5  8.  But  though  we  may  not  triumph  over  the  fallen  enemy,  we 

may  rejoice  over  our  own  deliverance.    And  the  exodus  from  Egypt. 
as  I  have  already  told  you,  waa  no  common  event.     It  was  one  of 
immense  and  world-wide  iinptirtauce.    Reiisouably  uud  with  justice 
did  tbe  Jews  always  regard  the  coming  out  of  Egypt  as  the  tine 
Wgiiiuing  of  their  iiationiil  life.     It  was  aUo  the  true  beginning  of 
their  religion,     A  festival  wa«  iustiluied  to  celebnite  tbe  'coming 
ut,'  and  this  festival  all  Jews  celebm-te  still.    It  is  ctiUed  the  Pass- 
over, becauiie  God  \»  described  aa  having  imnisbed  tbe  Egyptifins 
for  their  oppreasion,  but  as  having  'piissed  over'  and  saved  tbe 
brews.     Thia  i»  tbe  '  ordinance'  or  nile  of  the  Passover  feetival, 
8  given  in  the  Bible,  and  put.  as  all  ordinances  and  law  «re  there 
•u\y  in  the  mouth  of  God.    For  in  old  times  tbe  laws  of  any  country 
ere  alwaye  regarded  aa  sacred.     They  were  frequently  aserlbed  to 
'otio    particular   lawgiver,    altbougb    thty   may    have    grown    up 
dnally,  and  he  may  only  have  estHiilisbed  tlie  oldest.     And  the 
lawgiver  iB  ufeually  euppoftcil  to  bova  got  them  from  the  Deity. 
So  too  the  Jewa  regarded  all  their  laws  and  customs  (and  not 
only  their  religious  cuutoms)  as  sacred,  aud  as  given  them  once 
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for  all  by  Moses,  who  hiid  been  jRivea  them,  or  inapired  to  ordalr 
tbeiii,  by  Goil.  And  when  at  difFLTfut  times  they  began  to  vnMe 
down  their  laws,  they  always  ascriiied  them  to  Moses.  Most^s 
became  for  thn  JewB  not  only  (ho  grent  leader,  but  the  great 
legialiitor.  Whiit  Lycurgus  vttm  for  the  Spai'taus,  that  waa  Moses 
for  the  Jew  8. 

Thi?,  then,  is  the  description  oj'  (he  ordinaiioe  of  the  Pushover 
which  WB  still  keep  to-day.  There  were  also  special  sitcrifices 
arranged  for  the  festival,  and  other  cerenioui«8  cuunccted  with  it, 
whicih  ar*  now  no  lonj^er  obaerved. 

Tlirmigbout  your  generations  ye  rUiiII  keep  the  feast  of 
the  Passover  hy  an  orditiance  for  ever.  Seven  days  shall  ye 
cat  unleavened  bread :  eren  before  the  first  day  begins,  ye 
shall  have  put  away  leaven  out  of  your  houses.  And  on  the 
firat  day  there  shall  be  a  holy  convocation,  and  on  the  seventh 
day  tlicre  shall  be  a  holy  convocation  to  you ;  no  manner  of 
Tvork  shall  be  dmie  in  them.  And  ye  shall  observe  the  feast 
of  unleavened  bread ;  for  on  this  day  I  broiifj^bt  your  hosts 
out  of  the  land  of  Eg^ypt :  therefore  shall  ye  observe  this  day 
in  your  geueratians  by  an  ordinance  for  ever.  In  the  first 
innnth,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month  at  even,  ye  shall 
eat  unleavened  bread,  until  the  one  and  tiventietb  day  of  the 
month  at  even.  Ye  sliall  eat  nothinj^  leavened;  in  all  your 
habitations  shall  ye  eat  unleavened  bread.  And  whcii  your 
children  aak  you,  What  mean  ye  by  this  service  ?  ye  shall  say 
unto  them,  It  is  because  of  that  which  God  did  for  us  when 
we  came  forth  out  of  Egypt.  Remember  therefore  this  day, 
in  which  ye  came  out  from  Egypt,  out  of  the  bouse  of 
bondage :  for  by  strength  of  hand  God  brouglit  you  out  of 
this  place:  there  shall  no  leavened  bread  be  eaten.  And  it 
shall  be  when  God  sliall  have  broiight  thee  into  the  land  of 
Canaan,  which  be  sware  unto  thy  fathers  to  g'ive  thee,  a  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  that  thou  shalt  keep  this  seri'ice. 
And  thou  shalt  tell  thy  son  in  that  day,  saying.  This  is  done 
because  of  that  which  God  did  for  me  when  1  came  forth 
out  of  Kgypt.  And  the  service  shall  be  to  you  like  a  sign 
upon  your  bauds,  and  like  frontlets  between  your  eyes,  that 
the  teaching  of  God  may  be  in  thy  mouth ;  for  with  a  strong 
hand  God  brought  }'ou  out  of  Egypt.  Ye  shall  therefore 
keep  tbis  ordiuance  in  its  season  from  year  to  year. 

The  '  first  month  '  is  the  Hebrew  month  of  Abib,  which  begins 
to^rarda  the  middle  of  our  March,  eo  that  tlie  PasBover  takes  place 
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ciflier  in  Mjirrh  or  in  the  firat'balf  of  April.  The  feBtival  begins 
at  'even,'  ^ixist  as  the  Sabbatli  liegiufi  on  Friday  evening  at  the 
SBtiiDg  of  tEie  sun,  because  tbe  Hebrews,  like  other  Euateru  proplea, 
reckoned  their  duy,  uot  m  we  W^-stcru  people  ilo,  from  midui^Lt  to 
midnight.,  but  from  sunset  to  sunset,  so  that,  as  wo  nmy  nay,  the 
night  was  tlio  bBgiuuing  of  the  daj.  The  unleavened  bread  is 
the  symbol  and  the  memorial  of  the  hasty  departure  from  Ejrypt, 
when,  as  we  have  joat  aeeu,  the  Hebrews  baked  uuleavened  cakes 
of  the  dou;;'h  which  they  had  brought  with  them  from  Goshen,  for 
it  was  not  leavened. 

In  the  Law  of  the  Retrospect,  of  which  we  f-hnll  hear  more  tat«r 
on,  the  unleavened  bread  enjoined  upon  the  Jewa  dttrinjif  the 
Passover  week  is  called  the  Iiread  of  affliction.  That  is  to  say,  it 
is  the  bread  which  is  to  recall  the  afllicliou  and  the  oppreKelon  of 
the  Israelites  tforiiig  the  servitude  of  Egypt.  The  compllera  of 
thia  code  constuntly  use  the  Ivoudiige  in  Egj'pt  as  a  motive  for 
their  laws,  aud  most  spt'cially  do  they  make  tliia  use  of  it  in 
laws  enjoiniujf  justice  and  charity  towards  the  helpless,  the 
stranger,  and  the  poor.  The  remeiuhrance  of  the  op]n-et-sien  of 
the  Egyptians  is  t^  make  the  .Tewa  act  in  the  very  coutrary  way 
to  others  over  whom  they  may  he  in  a  posititm  of  authority  or 
advantage.  For  example,  the  Sabbath  rest  is  enjoined  iu  order 
that '  thy  manservant  and  maidservaut  may  rest  as  well  as  thou. 
And  thou  shalt  remember  tliat  thou  wast  a  sei-vant  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  and  God  brought  thee  out  thence  by  a  mighty  hand  and  by 
a  stretched-out  arm :  therefore  God  has  commanded  thee  to  keep 
the  Sabbath  day.'  So  again  when  the  Jewa  are  bidden  to  Judge 
truly  the  cause  of  the  falberleaa  and  the  widow,  or  to  help  them  in 
their  hour  of  need,  it  is  ailded,  'Tliou  ehalt  remeiidier  tliat  tliou  wast 
a  bondmiin  in  Egj'pt,  and  Grid  redeemed  thee  thence:  therefore  art 
thou  commanded  in  do  these  things,'  Moat  particularly  is  the 
remembrance  of  Egypt  to  be  befoi-e  their  iniuda  w  their  dealingB 
with  strangers.  '  Love  ye  the  stranger ;  for  ye  were  etrangers  in 
the  land  of  Egypt.'  So  too  eleewhei-e  it  is  paid,  '  Ye  shall  not 
oppress  the  stranger;  for  ye  know  the  heart  of  a  stranger,  seeing 
ye  were  strangers  in  the  latid  of  Egypt.'  And  yet  again,  'The 
atmuger  that  Hojournetli  with  you  shall  be  unto  you  as  the  honieborn 
among  you,  and  ye  sliall  love  him  as  youreelvee ;  for  ye  were 
strangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt.'  Just  because  the  Egyptians 
treated  the  Jews  bo  badly  when  the  .lews  vvers  strangei-a  iu  Egypt, 
must  the  Jewa,  returmng  good  for  evil,  he  gentle  and  loving  aud 
helpful  to  '  strangers '  fur  all  time. 

Thus  we  may  regard  the  I'jissovor,  Jirst,  ae  the  festival  of  the 
public  foundation  of  oar  religion,  wiien  it  passed  from  its  family 
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vtH^e  to  ItB  national  nt&ac,  just  aa  it  was  destined  to  [mss  from  its 
national  stage  to  one  bnwuler  nud  more  uuivereal.     For  the  Jewa 
aru  Du  longer  a  nation,  but  only  a  religious  brotb^rbood,  and  onr    J 
fftitli  knowB  no  diSorence  of  race  or  nation  nny  more.  / 

lint,  sfcofuUj/,  the  Pansorer  may  he  re^rdt-d  as  tlie  great  fcstiral 
of  freedom.  LiWriy  or  freedom  has  been  abused,  as  other  good 
thinga  have  been  abused  and  put  to  ignoble  ufes,  but  it  is  none  the 
less  a  good  tiling  in  itaelf.  Whenever  and  whtrever  there  is 
oppressiou  of  the  weak  by  fhe  ftrong,  of  the  poor  by  the  rich,  or 
of  one  race  by  another,  tbey  who  are  knit  together  by  the  common 
'celebi-ation  of  the  PaBsovcr  ought  to  feel  righteous  indi^fuatiou,  and 
do  all  wliich  1I*^H  iu  their  [lower  to  reirHrdy  the  wrong.  The  Jews 
should  ever  lie  foremost  in  the  cout.e  of  freedom,  of  justice,  and  of 
charity.  Otberwise  they  are  falfi«  to  the  vf-ry  fouiubitiotis  of  their 
history  and  ot  their  creed.  E»cU  cominp  Passover  should  remind 
us  to  ask  ourselves,  Have  I  done  my  beet  to  lielp  tliotfe  whom  T  can 
helpl  Have  I  cnrcd  my  beet  fnr  those  for  whum  I  ought  to  care  ? 
Have  I  been  t;en{le  and  coneiderate  atid  kind  to  thnpo  who  serve 
me  in  my  liome,  and  who  work  for  me  and  tor  my  houBelioId, 
whether  within  doors  or  without  J  Have  I  romcnibered  the  poor 
and  sought  to  help  them  wisely,  if  such  lielp  be  within  my 
power,  tlirtmgh  my  gifts,  my  time,  and  my  thought !  Have  I  made 
any  sacrtliee  Fortheir  Biikesl  If  we  cannot  say  Bomtthingof  a 'yes' 
io  questions  »uch  as  these,  are  we  fit  to  rejoice  at  and  take  our  part 
in  the  celebration  of  the  Paesoverl  Let,  at  any  rate,  the  season 
uf  the  festival  uut  pass  away  without  our  doing  eomething  in  it, 
during;  lliu  very  week  while  it  liisti^,  to  make  sumebudy  or  other  a 
little  happinr,  and  to  letE-en  for  a  little  while  or  in  a  snjiiU  degi'ee 
the  load  of  care  or  aurrow  whieli  e-o  maJiy  people  around  us  have 
quietly  and  patiently  to  bear. 

Thii  rassyvcr  is  tiierefore  a  feetiviil  of  hope  and  consecration,  of 
thanksgiving  and  glachu-ss,  of  freedom  tind  of  charity.  It  bids  us 
look  lorwaid  and  strive,  to  be  grateful  to  tJod  tlie  giver  and  the 
saviour,  to  bear  in  mind  the  claimfi  upon  us  of  the  '  stranger,  the 
fatherless,  and  the  widow.'  Kemeniber  the  past,  and  work  for 
Iho  future:  hope  ni-d  help;  think  and  thiink:  be  strong  and 
strengthen;  r^Joii-o  nnd  make  rejoice;  these  and  such  as  these  are 
the  watchworda  of  the  Paeieover. 


§  9.  The  Jews  were  nowfne  to  pursue  their  journey,  unniole&ted 
by  the  Kgyptianp,  to  Palestine.  But  a  long  while  parsed  Iwfoi-e 
thoy  came  there,  how  long  and  all  that  happened  in  hetweeu  we  do 
not  exactly  know.  Nor  did  they  go  straight  as  the  crow  flics  from 
the  i^ulf  ol  Suez  to  the  land  of  Canaan.     They  jounieyod  first  of  all 
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sontliwardB,  Iceeping  apparently  ant  very  far  frnm  the  coast,  till 
at  lust  thty  came  iitnr  to  Mouut  Hoitb  or  Sinai  in  tlie  nouthi-m 
coruer  of  Artibia.  From  thirre  tht-y  c^o8!^ed  ovL-r  to  tbe  otliLT  wJe 
of  the  Pfiiiusulft  iittir  to  thu  coast  luic  of  tlie  Gulf  of  Akaba  : 
thence  tliey  torned  nortlivrardp.  For  many  yenrs  they  actm  to 
ha\e  made  their  head  qua  t*t(>n<  nt  a  pliice  culled  Kndefth,  which  lies 
not  very  fBr  Irom  the  cxtrciue  southern  border  of  Caiiiiaii.  They 
tttteinplcd  to  eater  Caiman  from  thcrp,  udvaiicing  slra!;;;ht  uorlh- 
wurds.  but  were  beaten  by  the  iiihuliilmits  iu  some  fekiriiiislK^a  on 
the  frontier,  aud  disiraiiraged  from  further  movements  in  that  direc- 
tion. After  Bome  yeaiV  delay  thty  turned  ouce  more  eastwards 
Riid  then  uorfhwarda,  keeping  oo  the  east  side  of  the  Dead  Sea. 
After  some  fighting  In  this  (tisfrift,  the  majurity  of  them  finally 
crossed  the  Jorrtnn  nt  eome  point  or  points  ubove  the  Dead  Sea, 
and  began  the  ecttlement  or  conquest  of  t'anaan  itself.  Jericbo 
was  one  of  tbe  firat  places  lliey  captured.  But  Bome  of  them 
settled  down  on  the  oust  eide  of  the  Jordan  and  made  their  homes 
there.  Some  loo  seem  to  liave  vntcrcd  Palestine  from  the  south. 
Mnees,  the  great  CAptain  and  lawgiver,  died  before  the  Jordan  was 
crossed,  aud  the  Hebrewa  made  their  entry  into  the  promised  land 
under  the  leadership  of  Jobhua,  the  disciple  of  Moiie<4,  and  liiA 
tuccesaor. 

$  ID.  You  will  be  able  to  follow  roughly  tlieee  juurtieyings  of  tbe 
Hebrews,  if  you  keep  a  good  map  of  Egypt,  Arablo,  and  PalestttiO 
open  before  ytiu.  But  it  is  impossible  to  make  out  their  line  of 
uiarrh  pre^iisely,  for  the  accouute  ffiveu  iu  the  Bible  are  confused, 
and  the  names  and  sitoatioua  of  many  of  their  hal I ijig- places  are 
quite  unknown.  You  will  renieinher  tluit  the  exodus  fi*om  Egypt 
and  the  wandeiioga  of  the  Hebrews  and  the  eettlement  in  Canaan 
happened  ages  before  any  account  of  tlient  was  written  down.  No 
wouder,  tlien,  that  iu  those  daya,  when  thera  were  no  maps  or 
globes,  aud  people  travelled  little  aud  bad  very  vague  ideas  ua  to 
the  oxaet  shape  and  lie  of  distant  countries,  the  traditions  of  tbia 
long  journey  became  varj-iug  and  uncertain. 

But  there  are  three  or  four  great  incidents  in  the  storicB  of  the 
wnnderiiiga  upon  which  we  must  now  fix  our  attention,  and  hear 
somethiDg  of  what  tbe  Bible  has  to  tell  us  about  them. 


§  II.  The  firftt  great  incident  is  connected  with  Muunt  Ilor^di  or 
Sinai,  and  lias  to  do  with  all  that  happened  to  Moses  and  to  the 
JHehn^WB  when  they  were  encamped  at  the  foot  of  that  mountain. 
The  firft  thing  which  happened  was  the  arnval  of  Jethry,  Mo^eJ^' 
fatlier-ki-Iaw.     i'ur  now  that  the  Hebrews   in   their  jonrneyiugs 
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had  come  near  to  Jethro's  country,  he  determined  to  pay  his  aon- 
iii-lttw,  uow  the  captain  uud  leadur  of  his  peo[)le,  b.  Tisit.     l-'or 

Jcthro,  the  priest  of  Midinn,  Moses'  father  in  law,  heard 

o£  all  that  Uod  liad  done  for  Most's,  and  for  Israel  hia 
people,  how  that  GikI  had  lirought  Israel  out  of  Egj'pt. 
And  Jethro,  Moses'  father  in  law,  came  unto  Moses  into 
the  wilderness  where  he  encanipedj  at  the  mount  of  God. 
And  Muses  went  out  to  meet  his  father  in  law,  and  did 
obeisance,  and  kissed  him ;  and  they  asked  each  other  of 
thcii-  welfare ;  axid  they  came  into  the  tent.  And  Moses 
told  his  fatlier  in  law  all  that  God  had  done  unto  Phiiraoh 
and  to  the  Egyptians  for  Israel's  sake,  all  the  travail  that 
had  come  upon  them  by  the  way,  and  how  God  delivered 
them.  And  Jethro  rejoiecd  for  all  the  goodness  which  God 
had  done  to  Israel^  that  he  had  delii'ered  them  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  Egyptians.  And  Jethro  said,,  Blessed  he  G()d, 
who  hath  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Ej^'ptiaus, 
and  out  of  the  hand  of  Pharaoh.  And  Jethro,  Moses'  father 
in  law,  took  a  burnt  offcrintf  and  sacrifices  for  God :  and 
Aaron  came,  and  all  the  elders  of  Israel,  to  cat  bread  with 
Moses'  father  in  law  before  God. 

And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that  Moses  sat  to 
judge  the  people:  and  the  people  stood  before  Moses  from 
the  morning  unto  the  evening.  And  when  Moses'  father  in 
law  saw  all  tliat  he  did  to  the  people,  he  said.  What  ie  this 
thing  that  thou  doest  to  the  people  ?  why  sittest  thou  thyself 
alone,  and  all  the  people  stand  before  thee  from  morning" 
unto  even?  And  Moses  said  unto  his  father  in  law,  The 
people  come  unto  me  to  inquire  of  God :  when  they  have 
a  matter,  they  come  unto  niej  and  1  judge  between  one  and 
another,  and  I  make  known  to  them  the  statutes  of  God, 
and  his  laws.  And  Moses'  father  in  law  said  unto  him,  The 
thing  that  thou  doest  is  not  good.  Thou  wilt  surely  wear 
uway,  both  thou,  and  this  people  that  is  with  thee :  for  this 
thing  is  too  heavy  for  thee ;  thou  art  not  able  to  perform  it 
thyself  alone.  Hearken  now  untct  my  voice,  I  will  give  thee 
counsel,  and  God  be  with  thee :  he  thou  for  the  people  to 
Godward,  that  thou  mayest  bring  the  causes  unto  God  :  and 
thou  shalt  teach  them  the  statutes  and  the  laws,  and  shalt 
ihew  them  the  way  wherein  they  must  walk,  antl  the  work 
:hut  they  must  do.     Moreover  thou  shalt  provide  out  of  all 
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the  people  able  men,  such  aa  fear  GoH,  men  of  truth,  hatirjff 
oovctousncss ;  and  place  such  over  them,  to  be  rulers  of 
tlu)uaand»,  rulers  of  [miulretls,  rulers  of  fifties,  and  rulers  of 
tens :  and  let  them  judfj^e  the  people  a.t  all  Heaaons :  and  it 
shall  be,  that  everj*  i^reat  matter  tliey  shall  brinj;  unto  thee, 
but  every  small  matter  thev  shall  judge  by  themselves:  so 
eball  it  be  easier  for  thyself,  and  they  shall  bear  the  burden 
mth  thee.  If  thou  sludt  do  this  thin^,  and  Cfod  command 
thee  8o,  then  tliou  shalt  be  able  to  endure,  and  all  thi»  people 
also  shall  go  to  their  place  in  peace.  So  Moses  hearkened 
to  the  voice  of  his  father  in  law,  and  did  all  that  he  had  said. 
And  Moses  chose  able  men  out  of  all  Israel,  and  madr  them 
heads  over  the  people,  rulers  of  tliousands,  rulers  of  hundredn, 
rulers  of  fifties,  antl  rulers  of  tens.  And  they  judged  the  people 
at  all  seasons :  the  hard  causes  they  brought  unto  Moses,  but 
et'ery  small  matter  they  judged  themselves.  And  Moses  let  his 
father  in  law  depart ;  and  he  went  his  way  into  his  own  land. 

Yon  will  notice  that  jiit-iicc  and  judjjemeat  are  sacred.  Tn  go  to 
law  ia  to  ini|uirc  of  God,  and  the  decigioiia  which  Moses  gives  as 
judge  are  regarded  by  himself  ami  by  his  peo|(]o  as  Iht)  btatutea 
nud  the  laws  of  God.  In  ancient  times,  as  I  have  already  tuld 
you,  nil  laws,  whatever  their  suliject,  were  conaiclei-ed  divino.  Tu 
put  the  feeling  of  these  old  times  in  modem  wordsj  we  might  say 
that  the  court  of  justice  is  aa  holy  as  the  synagogue,  and  the  one 
might  he  called  the  house  of  God  as  tndy  as  the  other.  Morco%'er, 
the  identificatioa  was  etill  closer.  For  tfie  temple  or  sanctuary  waa 
ftl&o  the  law  court;  the  very  snme  place  was  used  both  for  worship 
and  for  justice.  There  wae  eomBtliin^  very  fine  and  true  in  this 
way  of  looking  at  justice  and  liiw.  For  surely  the  judge  wlio  has  ta 
deal  out  justice  between  mau  and  man  Is  sittin;;  in  the  seat  of  God, 
and  the  court  of  jn&lice  is,  in  a  ifftl  sense,  the  house  of  Gm\.  Fw, 
as  it  Bays  in  tlie  Psalms,  '  Hghteousneas  and  justice  are  the  founda- 
tion of  the  throne  of  God.' 

Elsewhere  the  apijointraent  of  judges  is  mentioned  as  the  insti- 
tution of  Mo3C3  himself.  In  the  RotroBpect  of  their  history  sluce 
the  Exodus,  which  Mobcs  is  recorded  to  have  made  to  the  Hebrews 
shortly  before  his  death,  the  story  is  told  thus.  (We  shall  come 
across  a  third  version  of  it  later  on.) 

And  I  spake  nnto  yon,  saying,  I  am  not  able  to  bear  you 
myself  alone :  the  Lord  your  God  hath  multiplied  you,  and, 
behold,  ye  are  this  day  as  the  stars  of  heaven  for  multitude. 
The  Lord  God  of  your  fatbera  make  you  a  thousand  times 
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HO  many  more  us  ye  tire,  anil  bless  you,  us  he  hath  pruuiisetl 
you  1  How  can  I  mygelf  alone  hear  your  cuinbrancc,  and 
your  hurdeHj  and  your  strife?  Take  you  wiae  men,  and 
uutlerstiinding,  and  known  in  each  of  your  tribes,  and  I  will 
make  tht-'ni  he^ds  over  you.  And  ye  answered  me,  and 
said,  The  thing  which  tliou  hast  spoken  is  good  for  us  to  do. 
So  I  took  the  heads  of  your  tribes,  wise  men,  and  known^ 
and  made  them  heads  over  you,  captains  over  thousands,  and 
cuptains  over  hundreds,  and  captains  over  fifties,  and  captains 
over  tens,  and  oflicers,  in  each  of  your  tribes.  And  I  charged 
your  judges  at  that  time,  saying.  Hear  the  causes  between 
your  brethren,  and  judf^e  riglateouKly  het^veen  every  man  and 
his  brother,  and  the  stranger  that  is  ^vith  him.  Ye  shall  not 
respect  persons  in  judgement;  ye  shall  hear  tlie  sntall  as 
fairly  as  the  great;  ye  shall  not  be  afraid  of  the  face  of 
man ;  for  the  judgement  is  God's  :  and  the  cause  that  is  too 
bard  for  you,  bring  it  unto  me,  and  I  will  hear  it.  And  I  com- 
manded you  at  that  time  all  the  things  which  ye  should  do. 

§  12.  Far  more  important  1han  tiie  visit  of  Jethro  wns  tlmt 
whicli  hap|:ieiie(l  afttr  it.  I  Liive  already  told  you  that  when  the 
HebrewH,  loiig  after  thoir  Bettleineiit  in  Canaan,  began  at  diiTcTent 
timee  to  write  duwn  tlieir  laws  aud  muxiiua,  thete  were  uH  put  in 
the  month  of  Mosi?s,  becauiie  it  wu&  lielievpd  that  he  was  the  iiuthor 
of  them.  How  fur  the  llehrews  were  right  in  this  belief,  it  is 
impufceiljle  to  gay.  The  muiu  or  priiicipa]  scene  of  the  MoBuic 
legislation  vru.^  placed  ut  Muiiut  Siuai,  and  the  occti&iou  was  the 
tjiue  after  the  Exodus  at  whicfi  we  have  now  airived.  The  Bihle 
speaks  of  thie  lawgiving  ia  two  separjite  plftces.  The  firtt  account 
is  the  result  of  two  or  moi'e  uaiTfitivei?  joined  or  pieced  together  by 
a  later  writer.  Tlie  second  acctiuut  is  put  iu  the  miiutb  of  ilos^'S 
himself,  who  relates  to  his  people,  ut  the  end  of  hia  career,  the 
eveuta  aad  niemoriea  of  the  punt. 

Both  these  accounts  divide  the  lawgiving  iuto  two  unequal  parts. 
They  both  speak  of  ten  chief  utternnces  or  commands  put  at  the 
front  of  the  whole  legislation  and  givtu  in  a  ((tictdiarly  solemn  way. 
These  Ten  '  Wonls,'  as  the  Hchi*ew  culls  them,  &taud  by  tliemsclves, 
and  then  all  the  other  laws  fulltiw  after  thein.  The  full  importance 
of  ihe  first  Ten  WorJs  was  not  indeed  it-alized  all  at  once.  Tim 
second  account  emphaiiizea  tliem  moie  than  the  first  account,  and 
separiitL-s  tliem  more  sharply  fi-om  all  tlie  other  laws  which  follow. 

Now  all  laws  in  ancient  tinios  were  regarded  as  God's  laws, 
aud  we  have  seen  that  there  was  good  reason  fur  ^if,  becAutie 
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justice  aud  rigliteousucsa  arc  attiibutca  of  God.  When  wc  think 
whiit  GKkI  is.  VK  lliink  of  him,  fir^^t  aud  foremost,  ns  just  atid 
righteous.  But  ihu  Ten  Words  wtie  rijrhtly  coHttidertd  no  ira- 
jKirtaTit  and  bo  ndmirable  that  they  were  exalted  stiU  more.  It  is 
recordfid  that  they  wtrt?  uttert^d  I>_v  «  diviriiR  voice  bo  that  nil  the 
Israelites  could  hear  them.  It  was  said  that  thoy  were  graven  on 
two  tables  cif  stoiK',  »ml  ss  none  knew  who  had  written  the  wurds 
OH  the  lablea,  if  wiis  lielieved  thnt  they  were  the  work  vf  (Wl, 
and  that  God  hail  crnnted  the  tAliltts  with  thpir  writing,  even  as 
he  lias  creatud  the  world  and  all  that  is  iu  it.  Theee  wouderful 
ttibU'3,  or  tahletB  as  we  ehuuld  Bay  now,  weix',  it  was  said,  giveu  to 
Moses  hy  God,  ami  put  by  llosrs  iu  a  sat:r*.'d  chest  or  'iirU,'  which 
Wfl6  specially  made  by  MoBes  to  i-eceive  tbein. 

§  13,  Pelore  T  go  farther  and  tpU  the  story  of  tlie  Ton  Wcii-de  (and 
I  Bhall  tell  it  chielly  l"n»iu  ihc  Rerotid  account)  I  want  you  to  hpar 
in  uiiud  that  one  of  the  j^ieat  evilri  which  existed  at  the  time  of  the 
Exodus  aud  for  long,  loiip  afterwai-da  M'aa  Idolatry.  Idolatry  is  a  very 
iuclubire  %vord :  to  the  legislat<ir8  uf  the  Jews  it  meant  different 
things  at  different  timee.  It  meant,  first  of  all.  the  worehip  of  fho 
creation  iust^wl  of  the  Creator,  Ihe  worship  of  sun  and  moon  aud 
stars  instead  of  God  who  made  them ;  it  meant,  secondly,  tlm 
worship  of  more  guils  thau  ouc,  whether  with  or  without  thuir  idols 
or  sj-mhols ;  aud,  thirdly,  it  meant  the  worship  of  the  onu  true  God 
under  any  mntecial,  form,  shape,  or  symbol  whatever.  Fur  instauce, 
the  Canaanites  used  to  worship  one  of  their  godi?  in  the  form 
or  under  the  «yiubol  of  a  bull,  and  another  god  in  the  form  or  umler 
the  symljol  of  a  man ;  and  tlie  Jews,  imitating  the  bad  custom  of 
their  neighhoara,  began  to  worship  the  one  true  Gml  in  the  form 
or  under  the  &ymbol  of  a  bull.  That  seema  very  ridiculous  to  us 
now,  but  it  did  not  seem  at  all  ridiculous  then,  It  ouly  seemed 
ridiculous,  and  il  ouly  aeeiucd  wicked,  to  a  few  who  thought  more 
wisely  and  truly  of  Uod.  Therefore  it  is  that  the  Hebrew  lejjiifilutors 
have  so  much  to  sayagainstall  forma  of  idolatry:  iteeemei  unnecessary 
to  ns  now,  but  it  was  by  no  means  minecesRaiy  then.  It  was  only 
after  sore  tronhla  and  much  teaching-  through  many  geueratiims 
that  the  Jews  entirely  abandoned  every  phase  aud  vestige  of 
idolatry.  But  alter  they  ouce  gave  it  up,  thay  always  since  re- 
mained its  staunclicst  aud  firmest  foes,  the  moat  uneomproniisiug 
and  strenuous  opponents  of  the  slightest  return  to  idolatry  uuder 
any  pretence  or  pretext  whatever,  aud  in  however  seemingly 
Innocent  or  beautiful  a  form. 

§  t^.  This,  then,  is  the  story  of  the  Ten  Words.  Moaes  is  intro- 
duced as  speaking  to  the  Ucbrews  not  long  before  bis  own  death, 
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•ad  before  tluU  atrj  into  Cmama  wlndi  be  vwi  not  lumscH 
Antined  Co  Ke.  Vn?  earnest  and  Bolemn  ire  his  exhortatiaiu  and 
Im  wnwaga.  He  harka  haek  agftin  and  again  wilk  leatwvd 
cvpbaai*  to  the  eliief  pmnta  aad  bmI  of  hia  wuadniDa  tale. 

O  Israel,  hearken  unto  the  statutes  and  onto  the  jode^e- 
mentii,  which  1  teach  you,  for  to  do  them  ;  that  ye  may  live, 
and  j(o  in  and  pomem  the  land  which  the  Lord  God  of  your 
fatbera  ^veth  you.  Keep  therefore  and  do  them  ;  for  this  is 
your  wiAdom  and  understandings  in  the  si^rht  of  the  peoples, 
which  shall  hear  all  the«e  statutes,  and  say.  Surely  this  srreat 
nation  in  a  wiite  and  understanding  peuple.  And  therefore, 
if  ye  will  oln-y  my  voice  indeed,  and  keep  rav  covenant,  then 
yr  Hhall  l>e  a  peculiar  treasure  unto  me  out  of  all  the  peoples : 
for  >'ill  the  earth  is  mine :  and  ye  shall  be  unto  me  a  kin^om 
of  priests^  and  a  holy  nation. 

Only  take  heed  to  thyself,  and  keep  thy  soul  dili^ntly, 
lest  thou  fo^pt  the  things  which  thine  eyes  have  seen,  and 
lest  they  depart  from  tliy  heart  all  the  days  of  thy  life;  but 
tciich  tiieni  thy  wins  and  thy  sons*  sons;  specially  the  day 
tliiit  thou  sUNnlest  before  God  in  Horeb,  when  God  said 
until  tne,  Ualhi-r  nie  the  people  together,  and  I  will  make 
them  hear  my  wordn,  that  they  may  learn  to  fear  me  all  the 
diiyM  that  they  shall  live  upon  the  earth,  and  that  they  may 
(t'Hch  ilieir  children.  And  ye  came  near  and  sttKid  under 
tliv  mountain  ;  and  the  mouJitiiin  burned  with  fire  unto  the 
iiiidttt  of  liriivt'n,  witli  darkness,  cloud,  and  thick  darkness. 
And  God  sjmkc  unto  you  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire:  ye 
heard  the  voice  of  words,  but  ye  saw  no  form  ;  only  ye  heard 
ti  voice.  And  he  dechired  unto  you  his  covenant,  which  he 
crHimuindetl  yim  to  perform,  even  tlie  ten  words;  and  he 
wrote  them  upon  two  taldes  of  stone.  And  Gx>d  comnianded 
ine  lit  l.liat  time  ti>  teach  you  statutes  and  judgenicnta,  that 
ye  mielit  do  then)  in  the  land  whither  ye  go  over  to  possess 
'l»ke  ye  therefore  gcH>d  heed  unto  yourselves;  for  ye 
»  nniniter  of  f<irni  on  that  day  lliut  God  spake  unto  you 
cb  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire :  leat  ye  corrupt,  your- 
and  m;ike  you  a  graxeii  image,  the  form  of  any  figure, 
•ncss  of  male  or  female,  the  likeness  of  any  beast  that 
'Hie  earth,  the  likeness  nf  any  winged  fowl  that  flieth  in 
'■Ik:  likeness  of  any  thing  that  creepetli  on  the  ground, 
!t8  of  any  fish  tluit  is  iu  the  waters  beneath  the 
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earth :  and  lest  thou  lift  up  thine  eyes  unto  heaven,  anU 
whpn  thou  Becst  the  3un  uth!  the  moon  and  the  atara,  even  all 
the  host  of  heaven,  thou  be  led  away  to  worship  thenij  and 
sen'e  them. 

For  ask  now  of  the  days  that  are  jiast,  which  were  before 
thee,  since  the  day  that  God  created  man  upon  the  earth, 
and  ask  from  tlie  one  side  of  heaven  unto  the  other,  whether 
there  hath  been  any  such  thing  as  this  jp-eat  thinj^  isj  or  hath 
been  heard  like  it?  Did  ever  people  hear  the  voice  of  God 
speaking  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire,  as  thou  hast  heard  ? 

Unto  lliee  it  was  shewetl,  that  thou  niightest  know  that 
the  Lord  he  is  God  ;  there  is  none  else  beside  him.  Out  of 
heaven  he  made  thee  to  hear  his  ^'oice,  that  he  mij^ht  instruct 
thee :  and  upon  earth  he  shewed  thee  bis  great  tire ;  and  thou 
lieardest  his  words  out  of  the  midst  o£  the  fire.  And  because 
he  love^J  thy  fathers,  therefore  he  chose  tlneir  seed  after  them, 
and  brought  thee  with  his  mighty  power ontof  Egypt ;  to  bring 
thee  in,  to  give  thee  the  land  of  Canaan  for  an  intierituncej 
as  at  this  day.  Know  therefore  this  day,  and  take  it  to 
thine  heart,  that  the  Lord  he  is  God  in  heaven  above  and 
upon  the  earth  beneath  :  there  ia  none  else.  Thou  sbalt 
keep  therefore  his  statutes,  and  his  commandments^  which  1 
command  thee  this  day,  that  it  may  go  well  with  thee,  and 
uith  thy  children  after  tbec,  and  that  thou  mayest  prolong 
thy  days  upon  the  lainl,  which  the  Lord  thy  God  givelh  thee. 

fiear,  tliereforCy  C)  Israel,  the  sfcitutes  and  judgements 
which  I  speak  in  your  ears  this  day,  that  ye  may  learti  them, 
and  keep  and  do  them.  The  Lord  our  God  made  a  covenant 
with  us  in  Horcb.  God  spake  with  you  face  to  face  in  the 
mount  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire,  saying, 

1  am  the  Lord  thv  God,  who  brought  thee  out  of  the  land 
of  Egyptj  from  the  house  of  bondage. 

Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  beside  me.  Thou  shalt 
not  make  thcc  a  graven  image,  the  form  of  anything  that  is 
in  heaven  above,  or  that  is  in  tlie  earth  beneath,  or  that  ia  in 
the  watere  under  tlie  eartli :  thou  shalt  not  bow  down  thyself 
unto  them,  nor  serve  them. 

Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in 
vaiu :  for  God  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  that  taketh  his 
name  in  vain. 

Keep  the  sabbath  day  to  sanctify  it.  Six  days  shalt 
thou   labour,  and   do  all  thy  work :    but  the  seventh  day 
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is  a  sabbath  unto  the  Lord  thy  God  :  in  it  thou  shalt  not 
do  uny  wurk,  Ihou,  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy  daujj;hter,  nor  thy 
manwTrv'ant,  nor  thy  tnaitlstTvimt,  nor  thhie  ox,  uor  thiiip  ass, 
nor  »iiy  of  tliy  cattU',  nor  ttiy  stranger  that  in  within  thy 
gates ;  that  thy  manservant  and  thy  inaidser^'ant  niav  rest  a8 
well  as  thou.  And  renieinbtr  that  thou  wast  a  servant  in  the 
land  o£  Egypt,  and  that  the  Lord  thy  God  brouj^ht  tliee  out 
thence  by  a  miijhty  hand  and  by  a  stretched  out  arm  :  there- 
fore the  Lord  thvGod  commanded  thee  to  keep  the  sabbath  day. 

Honour  thy  mther  and  thy  mother. 

Thou  shalt  do  no  murder. 

Thou  slialt  not  connnit  adultery. 

TIhh)  shalt  not  steal. 

Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness  against  thy  rieij^hbonr. 

Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neig'hbour's  wife ;  neither  shalt 
thou  desire  thy  neighbour's  house,  his  field,  or  his  niutjservant, 
or  his  maidservant,  his  ox,  or  his  ass,  or  any  thing  that  is  thy 
neighbour's. 

These  words  God  spake  unto  all  your  assembly  in  the 
mount  out  of  the  midst  of  the  lire,  of  the  cloud,  and  of  the 
thick  darkness,  with  a  ^reat  voice :  and  he  added  no  more. 
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§  ig.  There  are  mnny  things  in  this  fundamentnl  passage  which 
neeil  notice  nnd  explnnation. 

K  the  Jews  obey  God's  voice,  it  is  said  timt  they  shall  Iw  to 
him  a  "peculittr  treaaure  out  of  all  the  peofjles-'  The  Jews  were 
Boinetinies  inclined  to  exaggerate,  not  tlieir  own  excelli-nw  and 
wisdom,  but  the  pcciilinr  relation  ia  whieh  they  stood  to  Clod.  We 
could  not  acce]>l  the  words  'peculiar  truaBuri:,'  if  they  niBant  that 
thu  '  way  of  God '  was  uot  "^  equal,'  (hat  the  '  juJge  of  all  the  earth ' 
would  not  do  right,  or  that  thy  '  G<pd  of  the  spirits  of  all  flesh' 
would  show  partiality.  We  must  always  seek  for  tlie  «ery  hoet 
aud  highest  teaching  to  he  found  in  the  BiMe,  and  lay  all 
atresB  oa  tlmt,  aud  makf  that  our  standard.  WhatBvtr  we  tuny 
there  find  whioh  doca  not  iigrci;  with  the  beat,  need  uot  trouble 
UE  to-day.  But  these  words,  a  '  peculiar  (reasure,'  sound  7Uore 
partial  than  they  really  are.  If  I  have  chosen  an  iiistraiuent  for 
a  peculiar  purpose,  that  instrument  may  be  to  me  a  peculiiir 
treabiire,  hut  the  purpose  is  greater  than  the  iustrumout.  So  with 
the  Jews.  Tliey  are  God's  inetrament,  iind  as  such  a  peculiar 
treAfiure,  but  the  work  is  far  greater  tihan  the  iustromHut,  The 
work  which  the  Je\vs  have  got  to  do  is  iudicated  in  the  following 
words:  '  a  kingdom  of  priests,  and  a  holy  iiatiun.'     A  priest  in  old 
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days  hod  to  do  soinetlihig  of  the  same  work  tlmt  a  clergyuuiii  has 
to  tlo  to-day.  Nnw  if  the  Jews  are  to  he  a  kiugdoiii  of  clei^jcj'tneii, 
it  is  clear  tlmt  Ibey  are  not  to  Iipoome  so  tor  tlieiiiselves.  Faucy 
a  kirgdom  full  of  v-Ierp^ymftn  and  nothing  else  I  Thp  whole  object 
of  a  clergyman  ic  bia  congregatiou,  ju»t  as  tli«  wlinle  object  of 
a  aheptierd  is  Ins  flock.  A  kinf^Jom  of  sliepherde  with  no  shcfip 
wo'ild  Itt;  a  very  fouliuh  aiiil  usi-Iess  kingdum.  The  kitigr]uni  of 
priest"  is  therefore  not  cho&eD  and  coneecrnted  for  itHt-lf,  hut  for 
tlie  worlil.  So  it  was  with  thii  Jews.  By  their  lives,  tlieir  works, 
tlieir  taith,  their  wtirds,  they  wer«  to  teach  luaiikiiid  about  goodnesa 
and  God.  And  thi^i  spiritual  kiiigduni  still  exists.  It  lies  with  . 
each  one  of  us,  iiuder  llie  grace  and  with  the  hulfj  of  God,  to  / 
lieconie  a  memlKT  of  it.  Tt  is  a  high  otHce  to  which  we  ai-e  flioseii: 
a  great  Juty  with  which  we  ar^  charged.  It  is  not  for  all  of 
us  to  go  about  the  world  preaching,  to  write  a  book,  or  to  deliver 
Bermoiis ;  but  it  i»  for  all  of  us  to  cltave  to  Ood  in  true  fiiltb  and 
det-p  love,  and  to  lie  goiwl  and  pure  mid  loving  in  our  livt-s.  To 
this  priesthood  we  may  all  aspire,  and  every  Jew  of  this  kind  and 
type  is  doii}g  eumothiiig  for  the  great  cauiie.  He  in  a  M'ittieKS  for 
goodueas  aud  for  God. 

^  i6.  Notice  next  the  emphasis  laid  in  the  atory  of  the 
Tcu  Words  on  the  uheeiice  of  any  visible  form.  '  Ye  heard  the 
voice  of  woadu,  but  ye  eiiw  no  form.'  Nothing  happeiietl  to  justify 
the  least  idolatn.'.  In  what  seuEe  we  must  interpret  the  wordf^ 
'And  God  spake  with  you  ont  of  the  midst  of  the  fire,'  is  not 
cleurly  stated,  and  cannot  be  explained.  Some  Jewish  phjloaofihera 
(lover  of  wiadom  is  thir  meaning  of  the  word  philnsnpher)  Inivo 
thought  that  it  was  ft  special  divine  voice  which  God  created 
for  the  occasion.  I  do  nnt  know.  I  can  only  repeat  to  yon  the 
ftory  as  I  find  it  in  the  Bible,  asking  you  always  to  remember  that 
the  more  important  thing  is  not  bow  exuetly  these  'i'en  Woida  were 
given,  but  that  we  hnve  thein  at  all,  that  tiie  Jiws  were  led  to 
undei-stand  how  very  gnait  and  nolde  the  Words  are,  and  to  lay 
gr.idually  more  and  more  atrtss  and  einphagis  upon  them  as  the 
cardinal  Jaws  or  maxims  for  human  soci^.4y.  (Cardinid  hiwe  are 
laws  on  which  other  laws  depend  or  hiiifje,  for  cttTihi  m  L^tin 
means  a  hitige.)  We  may  alfo  call  tlieni  iuiidanu'iitnl  ]iiW9,  because 
they  are  tlio  basis  or  fonndatiim  on  winch  other  nmxitni<  ami  ]iriii- 
ciplea  of  religion  and  goitdneas,  not  lam  great  than  thoy,  may  be 
built  up.  The  ]ioU!<e  of  religion  is  more  or  greater  thnn  its  fouuda- 
tion,  but  wiliiotit  the  fuuadution  you  cauuot  have  the  houije. 

§  17.  The  first,  three  Words  deal  with  our  belief  iu  and  our 
relation  to  God.     The  Firat  Word,  '  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God  who 


I 


O 


4 


83 


THE    BIBLE    FOR    HOME    READING 


brought  tlK'C  out  of  the  land  of  Egj  pt,  out  of  the  house  of  boiulagfe.' 
implies  that  (_Jod  reiimiuB  for  jiU  time  eternally  the  tame.  Now  if 
Ood  changed  his  character,  we  could  Iiave  no  fnith  in  him.  And 
if  he  chtiugeil  his  nature,  he  could  not  he  One.  Therefore  this 
First  VVonI  ib  the  foiindalion  for  wlmtt'vur  we  muy  hear  in  other 
plftces  of  the  Bible  of  God's  unify  and  of  his  goodness. 

The  unity  of  God  is  also,  an  it  were,  \pA  up  to  and  prepared  for 
by  the  Second  Word.  For  if  the  Jews  are  to  '  have  uo  otlier  gcd*- 
betide  lue,'  this  is  only  hecaute  there  ia  but  one  God  whom  they 
or  any  other  race  or  people  can  have.  As  we  heard  juBt  now  : 
'  Know  therefore  this  day,  and  take  it  to  tliine  heart,  that  the 
Lord  he  is  God  iu  ]it?avcii  above  and  Hpoii  the  earth  beneath  : 
there  is  none  else.'  For  earth  and  for  heaveu,  for  this  world  and 
for  Eill  otlier  worlds  beside  it  and  beyond,  there  ia  uiily  one  God, 
and  that  God  is  always  the  etiine. 

Again,  if  the  Jews,  in  the  second  part  of  the  Second  Cammand- 
ment,  are  forbidden  to  malie  &  gravcu  irange,  tliia  implies,  firKt, 
tliat  the  Creator  ia  other  thau  and  different  from  all  created  tbiags ; 
Secondly,  it  implies  that  hia  nature  is  nut  materlai,  and  that  every 
material  representation  of  him  in  the  shape  of  man  or  beast  or  snn 
or  star  is  an  utterly  fulse  and  unworthy  emblem  of  the  Divine — 
false  and  unworthy  heciuse  it  supposes  Umt  God  must  have 
B  material  abujn;  and  cannot  he  pure  spirit ;  falae  and  unworthy 
too  because  it  limits  God  to  u  particular  place,  and  prevents  ne 
from  trying  to  remember  and  to  realize  that  God  is  everywhere  ; 
loving  Spirit,  perfect  gooduets  and  perfect  wisdom  in  one. 


§  l8.  Tlie  Third  Wot-d  is  also  fundamental,  for  it  teaches  us  to 
rewrence  God.  If  we  take  his  name  in  vain  ;  if  we  use  his  name 
falsely ;  if  we  say, '  As  truly  as  God  liven,  I  did  30  and  to,'  wheu  we 
did  not  do  it,  or  '  I  did  not  do  so  and  eo  '  when  we  did  do  it,  this  is 
not  only  a  teiTihle  sin,  hut  it  implies  a  frame  of  mind  whicli  does 
not  reverence  God.  We  can  therefore  make  the  negative  form  of 
tbo  Third  Commandment  positive  by  saying,  'Ileverence  God.'  For 
no  one  who  dues  not  revere  or  reverence  God  can  also  love  him. 
For  if  we  realize  that  Gnd  is  all  wise  and  all  good,  we  must  revere 
that  great  wisdom  as  well  as  love  that  great  goodness.  Reverence 
implies  honour,  and  what  you  do  not  wholly  honour  and  yet  know 
to  be  greater  (ban  yourself,  you  cannot  wholly  love.  The  love  of 
man  for  God  has  some  rcfeniblauce  with  the  love  of  a  child  for 
its  father.  That  love,  too,  is  not  perfect  of  its  kind  if  it  does  not 
rest  upou  the  basis  of  honour  and  respect. 

Tbc  word  lie^vcretice  comes  from  the  Latin.  The  Latin  noun 
nvermtia  and  the  Latin  verb  revereor  mean  tho  same  as  our 
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Ek^^uh  Doan  and  rerb,  'rererence'  uid  'revere/  But  the  Latin 
VBrb  nwrvpr  is  formed  from  tLit!  shorter  verb  mvor.just  as  we  bav« 
in  JBnglish  the  words  '  collect '  and  '  reooUectf'  and  so  on.  Vereor 
HmH  means  to  '  reven,'  but  it  also  means  (ami  this  was  its  earlier 
meaning)  '  to  fear.'  For  instance,  a  Komaii  could  y»j,  Vereor 
f/trieulum,  'I  fear  the  dan^r.'  He  did  not  mean  'I  revere  the 
daiigvr.'  So  we  see  that  the  word  *  revere '  grew  out  of  the  won! 
'fear,'  and  the  idea  aud  fveling  of  revfjence  gnw  out  of  the  idea 
and  feeling  of  fear.  But  there  is  nowadays  a  very  clear  diifer- 
ence  between  them.  When  I  say,  *  I  rerere  God,'  I  do  not  Dtosn 
I  Bin  a&aid  of  God.  I  fear  a  lion,  because  he  is  vttry  [Mweiful  and 
ntay  harm  and  hurt  me.  But  1  do  uot  revere  kini.  God  we  call 
omnipotent,  which  means  all  powerful,  but  we  do  not  rev««  lum 
because  he  is  all  powerful.  We  reven?  him  becuusL-  ho  is  wise 
and  good.  If  we  say  we  fwir  him,  it  is  because  we  know  that  we 
are  uiiwortliy  childi-en  of  such  a  Filher,  liecuuse  in  th«^  notion  of 
isfiuite  wisdum  Uiere  is  ramethiug  awful,  which  evco  iiitiuite  good- 
neFP  cannot  aud  should  not  remove. 

There  is  something  very  beautiful  in  the  sight  of  a  field  of  pure 
white  snow,  which  I  see  before  me  as  I  ^^rite  these  words.  It 
seems  &o  white  aud  so  pure  that  we  are  ahuoat  afraid  to  spoil  its 
vbitenesE  aud  its  purity  by  walking  over  it.  At>d  if  we  have  uot 
this  fei'ling,  I  um  uot  sure  that  we  cau  fully  appreciate  its  beauty. 
Now  we  cannot  spoil  the  lovingkindiiees  of  (Jod,  but  his  goodness 
and  his  wiiidom  .-ire  so  beautiful  that  we  have  a  feeling  of  au>e 
before  the  inward  vision  or  couteuijilatiou  of  them.  And  this 
feeiiug  of  awe  is  reverence,  atid  rvven-nce  is  therefore  the  highest 
form  of  fear.  And  just  as  we  cannot  fully  appreciate  tlie  beauty  of 
tlie  Miow  without  that  feelinjj  of  awed  admiration  of  which  T  ppoke 
just  now,  so  wo  caunot  love  Cfod,  as  Ood  should  be  loved  by  men, 
unless  with  our  love  there  is  combined  the  feeling  of  reverence  and 
of  awe. 

There  is  a  form  of  fear  which  is  lower  than  reverence,  but  ib  also 
right  and  even  desirable.  If  a  child  has  done  wrong,  ho  fears 
puuishmeut.  Bat  he  is  not  merely  afiiiid  of  the  punislinient  which 
bis  futlier  may  inflict  upon  him  :  he  is  also  asliuiiiu'd  of  Che  wroiijj- 
doing  which  makes  tliat  punishmt^ut  necessary  and  right.  Thus  his 
fear  is  uot  mere  fear,  but  it  is  also  eharae.  Moreover  he  is  soiTy  for  tlie 
pain  which  he  haa  given  or  will  give  to  his  father.  So  that  his  fear 
includes  two  other  feeliugs  as  well;  shame  and  sorrow.  So  too 
with  the  fear  of  God.  Even  in  this  lower  form  of  it,  it  will 
include  not  merely  a  fear  of  the  punishment  of  sin,  a  puiiiHhmont 
which  God  has  attached  to  the  liiiis  thc-meolveg  aa  their  inevitable 
aud  necessary  conBecjaeuce,  but  also  s/iarfj«  of  one's  own  unworihi- 
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uess,  and  sorrov)  liecause  of  God's  displeasnire.  For  we  may  believe 
tliat  the  siua  i>f  Uia  liunian  chiUirta  ctiuse  sorrow  uiilo  their  divitic 
Father. 

Tiie  Hebrew  lanf^imge  bae  only  one  wonl  for  i-ewrence  and  fejir. 
Man's  fear  of  a  liou  aud  man's  revereoce  of  tlod  can  only  be 
expressed  liy  the  same  wurd.  But  ia  most  casea  it  would  be  l^ettt-r 
Air  us  to  list!  the  English  word  '  revereuee'  as  the  trnnslaticju  of  the 
Hebrew  wovd  'yirali,'  wherever  thnt  word  is  applied  to  God.  We 
fehuuld  then  obtain  for  ourselves  a  better  and  a  truer  meattitig. 

§  jg.  Tbe  Fourth  Word  or  Comrnnndmcut  forms  a  kind  of 
liiidge  between  the  first  thrpe  and  the  Uist  aix,  (To  sanctify 
iiteitns  to  keep  lioly  or  make  holy.)  The  firpt  three  Wnrds  deal 
with  Ood,  the  last  six  deal  with  man  ;  the  fourth  deals,  aa  it 
were,  both  with  m;n\  inid  with  God.  It  bids  us  rest  oue  day  out 
uf  every  sevenj  and  Iht?  rention  which  it  gives  for  this  m-diuance  is 
jiartly  hiimau  nad  partly  divine.  The  human  reason  is,  'that  thy 
manservant  and  thy  maidservant  may  rest  as  well  as  thou.' 
People  who  have  the  full  and  unimpeded  control  of  their  own  lives 
and  actions  might,  if  Ibey  please,  make  a  day  of  rest  for  thein- 
Belves,  but  tlionB  who  are  the  servants  of  others,  employed  by  tliem 
in  tbeiir  houses  or  ehopa  or  offices  or  factoricF,  who?e  liven  and 
actions  are  not  wholly  under  their  omi  control  and  dippoaal,  hut  to 
a  <;i*eatei'  or  less  degree  under  the  difpogal  and  control  of  othera, 
could  not,  even  if  tliey  wished  it,  mnko  such  aii  aiTatigement  for 
themselves.  80  licve  the  Sabhftlh  law  steps  in  and  ecpk-f  to  make 
the  arrangement  for  them.  Xo  divitier  enactment  Iia8  ever  bren 
given  than  this  rule  of  one  day'a  rest  in  seven.  In  another  pdace 
ill  the  Bible  the  command  appeals  tbua  :  '  Six  days  thou  slialt  do 
thy  work,  and  on  the  eeveuth  day  thou  shalt  re.^t :  that  thino  ok 
and  thine  ass  may  have  rest,  and  the  son  of  thy  handmaid  and  the 
Btriiiij^'er  may  be  refreshed.'  In  this  form  the  Sabbath  rest  is 
extended  to  those  jatient  animiUs  who  labuur  for  our  well-beiuf; 
and  Jiot  for  thoir  own,  without,  whose  strength  and  pndurfince  and 
ability  our  civilization  wouM  never  have  come  to  he  what  now  it 
IF.  Enormous  is  the  debt  we  owe  to  the  animala,  and  it  ts  one  of 
the  glories  of  tbe  Jewish  religion  tbat  it  has  bo  fully  recognized 
our  duty  to  them,  so  that  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animala  ehould  have  no  keener  sii^jpurters  than  Jews. 
Koties  that  aa  the  Htshrew-s  (like  the  Swiss  in  their  mountain 
villages)  used  tbe  ox  for  dnvwing  carts  and  pulling  burdens  instead 
of  the  hor&e.  the  Sabbntli  rest  is  heie  enjoined  for  the  ox  and  tbe 
ase:  in  England  it  would  be  enjoined  for  the  ass  and  the  Smrse. 

There  ia  also  a  divine  reason  for  the  Sabbath,  by  which  I  mean 
a   reason    which   Las   to   do   with    God.      'The   seventh   day    is 


i.bl)ath  unto  the  Lord  tlty  Ood.'  That  i»  to  suy,  the  Salihntlt 
t  merely  intended  for  humnu  rest,  but  for  the  glory  of  God. 
indeed  dyea  not  iKrd  our  pndse  and  our  service,  but  tnao 
needs  them.  ili»  life  is  richer  and  belter  for  the  praise-  and  the 
Wiirship  and  the  prayer  which  he  renders  unto  Ood.  We  mny 
tliereftjre  say  thiii;  the  divine  reason  turns  into  a  hiiinan  rensnn 
once  more,  But  though  God  does  not  need  our  bervice.  he  does 
(we  niiiy  Vielieve)  t«ke  pleuj-ut-e  in  it.  The  prayer  and  praise  of 
his  chililren  iire  ac«eptable  to  their  Father.  And  before  Qod  the 
■iuiplest  hymn  of  the  youngest  \>oy  or  girl  and  the  itdorattnn  of  the 
greatest  philosopher  are  as  oue.  We  are  all  but  little  children  in 
hi»  eyes- 

The  >Sabbath,  then,  has  a  double  object.  Firut  of  M,  rest  from 
work ;  secondly,  leisure  for  the  wurehip  and  sanctitication  of  Ood. 

Kest  implies  labour.  We  cannot  eujify  rest  unless  we  have 
earned  it  by  lubour.  ^o  the  command  to  re^t  on  the  seveiith  day 
teems  to  imply  a  command  to  laliour  on  the  six.  "6i\  days  shalt 
thou  labour,'  and  'on  llie  wventli  dny  ehalt  thou  i*est.'  The  one 
part  of  the  Bentt^nce  is  worded  like  the  other.  Six-fold  labour  to 
DUC'fold  rest  ia  the  bidding  of  God. 

What  is  meant  by  Rest  f  Tn  tbe  fii^st  instance,  ccssotion  from 
labour.  If  my  buaiuess  is  to  tilt  the  ground,  then  on  the  seventh 
day  r  need  not,  and  I  muat  not,  till  it.  If  my  bupineM  is  to 
cast  up  aceounts  in  an  ofliee,  then  on  the  aeveuth  day  I  need  not, 
aud  1  must  not,  cast  them  up.  li'  my  buaiuesa  is  to  aerve  cus- 
tomers in  &  shop,  on  the  seventh  day  I  need  not,  and  I  muijt 
not,  feerVL*  tliem.  If  1  have  a  factory,  on  the  aeveiith  dny  1  mu!it 
doBB  it,  and  let  all  my  worlcmeu  have  a  full  and  whole  day's 
holiday.  If  my  buBtuetB  U  tu  write  Ixooki,  ou  the  eevcuth  day 
I  luubt  tjtop  my  writin}^. 

That  is  the  first  moaning;  in  fjtct,  that  is  tbe  only  meftmug 
which  is  clearly  and  simply  indicated  by  the  words  of  the  Cotn- 
Diandment. 

How  we  are  to  epeud  our  rest,  that  is  quite  another  mntt-cr. 
There  are  two  obvious  i  ules  for  this.  Tlie  Sabbath  is  called  in  the 
Bible  a  dny  of  dflight.  Now  pure  inaction  is  Tiot  delight,  except 
to  some  very  bard-worked  persons.  So  our  rest  must  ha  so  upeut 
ptbat  it  ia  dclij/hlful.  Priniitrlly  whatever  delights  us,  if  it  is 
iimooeut  and  pure,  is  a  lit  oi.TU[)ation  for  tlio  Sabbath  day.  The 
delights  of  a  boy  may  not  be  the  sauiB  &b  the  deli^'hte  of  a  man.  A 
boy  may  lik«  to  use  his  Satnrday  afternoon  to  play  cricket  in  : 
a  man  mny  like  to  read  a  book.  Sometimes,  ou  the  other  hand, 
■  boy  miiy  like  to  read  the  book,  and  a  man  to  play  cricket. 
ng   a  book   and    playing   cricket  may  both  under  certain 
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circumstance H  be  fitting  modeB  of  rest  in  wliicb  to  i^peiiJ  a  jK'rtion 
■of  tlje  Sabbath.  Tlit:re  ie  unly  tine  class  of  persons  who  ought 
never  to  jilay  crickft  on  the  Sabbath,  and  that  iB  the  jirofeseioniil 
cricketer,  the  mnn  whoFfe  buBinepR  ie  cricket,  Wlmtcver  tlieii  is  not 
your  woric  aitil  gives  you  wbolesoms  ucd  iouocent  pleasure  may  be 
re^rded  as  rest. 

But  the  second  rule  is  no  less  important  than  tlie  first.  Yonr 
refit  and  your  piny  must  not  (so  far  as  poFsihle)  caiiHc  wcirk  to  any- 
body else.  For  iustauce,  a  country  drive  might  he  a  veiy  delightful 
rest  and  enjoyment  upon  the  Sahhatb,  if  your  busiucftB  keeps  you 
within  duore  all  the  oilier  day&  in  the  week  frtjm  ten  in  the  luoro- 
iiig  till  aix  iii  the  evening.  But  then  driving  is  the  coachman's 
VTork,  and  pulling  is  the  horae'e  work,  and  therefore  this  country 
drive  must  be  given  up,  for  though  it  would  be  jour  rest  it  would 
be  another'e  work. 

Notice,  too,  that  just  as  one  man's  meat  is  another  man's  jioison, 
BO  one  man's  rtst  may  be  another  ninnV^^ai/.  For  iuetance,  if  my 
business  is  that  of  a  gardener,  it  may  be  most  dtlif^^htful  rest  for  me 
to  atuy  indiHirs  on  t!ic  Sabbath  and  read  a  hook.  If  my  work  19 
to  read  books,  it  may  be  most  delightful  reet  for  me  to  dig 
and  plant  in  my  gnnlen  on  the  Sablmth-  We  can  lay  down  the 
general  rule  of  rept  fu*  evefy  one  alike,  but  the  applic-alion  of  the 
rule  must  vary  fnr  different  per>on9.  It  ifl  very  foolish  to  fix  the 
same  forma  of  rest  for  every  one.  Again,  if  my  work  is  to  read 
and  study  Latin  and  Greek,  I  must  not  read  tbeui  on  the  Sahhatb  : 
even  if  I  am  keen  to  get  on  with  my  work  and  enjoy  my  work, 
I  must  uevcrtheleas  not  read  them ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  when 
I  have  finished  my  time  at  school  or  college,  or  have  beeoma 
a  lawyer  or  a  nierrliant  or  a  clerk,  theu  to  read  a  fine  Latin 
or  Greek  book  will  he  one  very  good  way  of  enjoying  myself  upon 
the  Sabbath. 

Suppose,  however,  a  boy  at  school  or  college  is  very  fond  of  his 
work,  and  very  eager  to  do  well  in  his  examinations,  why  umst  ha 
nevertheless  not  do  it  upon  the  Siibbath  1  Well,  firat  of  all  I  would 
aay  that  the  Sabbath  law  is  greater  than  the  hoy-  It  has  proved 
its  escelleuce  through  the  agee,  find  it  must  not  he  left  to  the 
caprice  of  the  individual  to  violate  or  keep  it  at  his  plensure. 
He  who  violates  it  for  one  reason  will  violate  it  for  another. 
Again,  there  are  higher  objects  in  life  than  succeea.  The  Subhath, 
with  its  exhortation  to  the  worship  of  God  and  the  doing  of  kindly 
deeds,  reminds  us  week  by  week  of  these  higher  objects.  It  prevents 
us  reducing  our  life  to  the  level  of  a  machine.  The  gathered 
experience  of  mankind  that  the  break  in  the  routine  of  work  one 
day  in  saren  will  heighten  the  value  of  the  very  work  iteelf,  ie  not 
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lightly  to  be  put  aside.  The  Sabbath  is  one  of  tlie  glories  of  oar 
humanity.  For  if  to  labour  ia  iiohle,  of  our  owii  free  will  to  pause 
lu  that  lubour  wliioh  may  Icail  to  succ(.i>h,  to  uioocy,  or  to  fame, 
may  be  nobler  still.  Ants  and  Itees  labour,  but  the  nuts  and 
l>ee8  liBTo  no  SablMtth.  To  dtnlicAte  one  day  a  ireek  to  rest  ami  to 
God,  thia  ia  the  prerogative  aud  privile];^  of  man  alune.  It  ia  an 
ordiuauce  wluch  wo  may  Hghtly  call  diviue.  Let  every  boy  and 
every  young  marj,  let  every  giil  and  evt-ry  young-  woinfln,  get  out 
of  tlie  habit  of  ceasing  from  their  work  on  the  Sabbath  day  at 
their  own  peril.  One  day's  rest  out  of  aeven  I  He  who  breaks 
that  rule  injures  himself,  and  by  his  example  (however  inai;^nificant 
be  may  l)e)  injures  the  cu  immunity  and  the  litato.  The  dog  eats 
when  he  is  hiingiy.  or  when  he  gets  the  chance.  Man  can  coutrol 
his  appetite,  and  eat^  at  fixed  periods  of  the  day.  And  no  in 
labour.  A  man  can  coutrol  his  labour,  honourable  and  pleasant  as 
that  labour  may  be.  He  can  cidlect  himself  and  pause ;  he  can  give 
himself  time  to  think  of  other  and  touiotiinL's  better  things,  to  do 
other  and  (as  we  ehall  ."^ee)  sometimes  better  things  thmi  his  fixed 
daily  round  of  toil ;  he  can  prepare  bimt*lf  for  better  work  by  rest 
and  thought  and  relaxation  and  ei^oymeut ;  he  can  do  good  to 
others  instead  of  doing  good  to  himaclf ;  above  all,  he  can  worship 
Ood.  Why  and  how  can  he  do  all  these  things  ?  Largely  becouBo 
he  has  the  great  and  holy  iiiBtitufiou  of  the  SHhhath  day. 

Now  once  more  let  us  go  back  to  the  motives  of  the  Sabbath- 
d)iy  ordinance.  The  first  was  '  that  thy  manservant  Jind  maidservant 
may  rest  as  well  as  tbou.'  You  know  that  we  Jews  keep  our 
Habbath  on  Satui-day;  our  other  fellow-citizens  keep  it  on  Sunday. 
Our  servants  are  very  rarely  Jews,  hut  we  must  rone  the  less 
do  all  we  can  to  enable  tlicra  to  rest  one  day  in  seven,  even  aa 
we.  For  tUBtaucc,  the  work  of  a  cook  is  to  cook,  and  the  work  of 
H  honsemni<l  to  sweep  and  Uylit  the  fires.  We  cannot  go  witliout 
food  and  fire  on  either  Saturday  or  Sunday,  but  we  shouli)  try  to 
make  oui-  servants'  work  011  Sunday  as  light  as  poasihl*?,  ami  to 
give  them  as  much  of  the  day  as  poasibte  to  themselves. 

Now  you  will  tiotico  that  cuhs  ply  on  Suitdaya,  though  there  are 
fewer  of  them,  and  that  trains  run  ou  Sundays,  though,  happily  in 
England,  there  are  fewer  of  them.  Jews  ought  always  to  be  011  the 
side  of  Sabbath  obaervance.  Some  people,  for  instance,  would  like 
tu  have  letters  di;livered  on  Sundays  in  Loudon.  I  tliink  it  would 
be  very  wrong.  I  wish  tliey  were  not  delivered  on  Sunday  in  the 
country.  On  the  other  hand,  the  work  of  certain  people  on  Sun- 
days gives  enormous  enjoyment  to  thousands  of  others.  For 
instanee,  if  no  trains  ran  on  Sundays,  many  a  hant-worked 
Londoner  would  get  no  glimpse  of  the  country.     Now  he  can  go 
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with  liis  wife  anil  chiMrcu  into  the  countrj  ftml  h-AYe  a  good  long 
ftrt«nKM>n  tlaTc.  What  are  we  to  Bay  to  thin  1  The  right  tiling, 
I  think — the  ideal  to  aim  at — would  be  that  every  driver  of 
entitle  or  bua  or  vnh  on  Sunday  i<huuld  have  one  of  the  other  dnys 
in  the  week  lu  a  full  hiiliday.  The  wages  should  be  the  Mini<>. 
That  in.  Juncv,  who  workR  on  Fridays  boi  not  on  Hundayfi,  ehonid 
flfi  (he  name  wngMt  nn  Smith,  who  work«  on  Sundays  and  not  va 
FridayB.  And  if  everj'hcdy  were  Jew?,  I  tihould  like  to  see  jusft 
the  Rame  arranpemi'nt,  for  in  tliettc  matters  we  om  well  apply  the 
proverb  about  the  sance  ami  the  gnnder  and  the  gifose. 

I  have  *aid  that  we  are  entitle*!  t/»  our  own  rest  ami  enjoyment, 
if  (heRc  do  not  interfere  with  the  rest  and  enjoymeut  of  othem. 
Rat  th«  rest  of  the  day  wliich  is  a  Siibbnth  onto  God  Is  not  spent 
Hs  well  as  it  inifiht  he  spent  if  m'eaeionally  some  part  uf  il  is  not 
devoti'd  to  the  iWiug  tif  come  kind  ami  loving  action  to  somebLdy 
ebe.  The  purely  Belfi«h  SabWh  i»  not  tlie  btat.  A  visit  to  the 
sick  or  forrowinjif  or  wearj-  or  dull  lias  been,  for  example,  a  time- 
honoured  method  imiung  the  Jews  foi'  tipetidiug  Bume  jioHioii  uf 
the  Babbath  reht.  To  cooso  enjoyment  is  holier  in  God's  eye  than 
III  enjoy  ounwives.  And  as  the  wrvice  of  God  is  best  phown  in 
the  it^^rvice  of  man,  ko  we  Imve  hci*  a  bridge  by  which  we  may  pa^s 
over  to  the  other  side  or  as|>ecl  of  the  Sabbath  winch  bus  more 
climely  to  do  with  God.  For  the  divine  side  uf  the  Sahbuth  Ib  to 
give  man  a  weekly  and  regular  [ip]Hiitujiity  for  the  wor»<bi[)  nnd 
thi:  p]'niF*e  and  the  iMinctiCiciition  of  God.  Therefi>re  the  worship 
uf  God,  <:ithar  at  borne  or  sj'nagogue  or  1)oth,  should  he  as  inuch 
part  and  purcc-l  ol  the  Sabbath  day  aa  the  ce'^i^ution  from  toil.  If  \v-d 
compare  the  Kabljath  to  u  trt-e,  then  we  shuiikl  say  that  its  two 
great  and  main  hran^^hea  are  Kest  and  Wurship.  Tuliiic  worBhip 
iH  the  rifiible  and  outward  Hymbtil  of  our  iK'Unf  in  Gud.  It  18  one 
of  the  ehii'f  lrt>nda  which  unite  the  uiember«  of  a  rdigious  brother- 
hood (ngoihcr  in  one  huly  communion.  Weekly  worship  in 
ayiingogiio  and  in  the  hmno  flhuuld  become  a&  reguhtr  and  us 
IiiihituftI  lis  the  weekly  cei-fcation  from  toil.  The  one  dovetails  iut« 
thid  other.  And  juKt  aa  I  said,  Let  every  jounjif  man  and  woman 
violate  tlic  Siibbath  nsl  at  tlieir  peril — and  tlmt  their  violation  of 
it  will  injure  ihtliisclvi-s,  and  by  their  example  the  (.oramuDity  and 
the  state — so  \  say  too  nf  the  Babhath  vorfhip.  The  neglect  of 
Ibis  worship  will  injure  yuu,  and  by  your  Lxaniplc  will  iujuiK  the 
enmnnuidty  and  the  (-talc.  Hut  1  would  even  go  so  far  u»  to  say 
this.  There  may  dime  a  time  when  tli6  service  iu  the  symigogue 
may  st-em  to  you  rjLthfr  dnll ;  there  may  come  a  time  when  prfiyer 
iniiy  «eem  to  you  very  difficult.  If  auch  a  time  slionld  come, 
X  couuael  you,  stick  to  public  worsliip,  and  still  mure  stick  to 
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prayer.  If  you  jafive  up  tte  habit,  it  may  te  difficult  to  regnin  it, 
and  yuu  will  in  k11  pi'oGiiltility  he  vtr^'  porry  you  jrave  it  up.  Ttio 
thoughts  of  ft  boy  nrc  not  »iuit4:;  the  suiiic  us  the  thoughts  of  ft  man: 
the  prayers  of  a  man  will  iint  he  *jiiite  the  Mime  na  the  [jrayrs  of 
a  lioy.  Ail  we  ptiBji  Irtini  hoy  to  mmi,  or  fi-om  gtrl  to  woman,  our 
thought*  iDrty  become  confused  and  our  pniyers  miiy  l)ecome 
lliflicult.  Itut  it  wouUl  he  very  )uuli»h  tu  givv  up  thinking 
becaiire  of  this  posf-ible  and  tempornry  confutiou :  not  much  Icbs 
fouliR}],  li^oiiiRv  of  this  pom<ib)6  fttid  temporary  difficulty,  would  it 
bo  to  give  up  praying. 

A  wise  Slid  ptntle  frifiid  w!io  hud  read  what  t  have  just  said 
about  the  S»bbalh  and  its  uliservniieo,  told  mt-  thnt  the  one  word 
which  sliould  be  especially  connected  with  and  nuggasted  by  the 
Sabbath  I  had  omitted  to  mention.  That  word  i»  Peace.  Peace, 
and  all  that  pi'ace  implies,  should  tt:  the  Sabbath  emblem.  It  is 
mufii  true.  If  there  has  been  niiy  (juarrel  ur  niisutnk-rstnndiiig 
Iwtwecn  any  members  of  a  fnmily  iu  llie  work  time,  before  the  sun 
setfi  and  the  twilight  corner  on  Friday  evening,  thnt  misunden^taud- 
ing  should  be  oxplaiucil  away,  that  quarrel  appeased.  Sometimes 
brothers  and  tisters  eim  t-ee  very  little  of  each  other  or  even  of 
their  pai-ents  on  wcek-daye.  But  ihe  Sabliath  brings  them  all 
together,  and  as  it  brings  them  togethtr  locally  iind  physieally 
under  one  roof  and  in  o]ie  room,  let  each  lueinlier  of  the  family  take 
heed  that  it  brings  them  together  morally  and  epirilually  as  well, 
knitting  them  together,  as  we  may  say,  in  the  bonds  of  frieudsliip 
and  love,  and  canning  tlieni  tu  feel  within  their  heiirlK  tlie  sjjirit  of 
that  holy  peace  whitih  liukiK  the  high  heaveus  and  the  lowliest 
human  hearth  to  nne  another  and  to  God, 

5  30.  The  last  six  Words  deal  Altogether  with  our  reln+ions  and 
duties  to  our  fellow-uien.  Like  the  fi:'st  three,  they  too  are  funda- 
mental and  fiirdiual :  the  well-being  of  society  and  the  state 
dejK'nds  upon  their  observamre,  and  many  other  maxims  hinge 
upon  them. 

The  most  Pacred  thing  of  all  human  things  is  the  Home.  The 
well-being  ami  purity  of  the  home  depend  upon  the  positive 
Fifth  Coniinanilmeut  and  u]Mjn  Ihe  negative  Seventh  Commnndmeut. 
(A  positive  command  is  one  which  fays,  'Do  this  nr  that.'  A  negatire 
command  says,  'Do  not  do  ih'iR  or  that.')  About  the  Seventh  Com- 
raaiulment  1  need  not  speak  here,  because  you  will  understand  its 
meaning  better  when  you  are  older;  and  about  the  Fifth  Commnnd- 
meut 1  need  not  epeak,  because  1  hope  and  think  that  you  under- 
stand it  well  enough  alrendy. 

Notice  that  wp  are  bidden  to  honour  oar  father  and  our  mother; 
elaewhere  w«  are  hidden  to  reverence  our  niother  and  our  father. 
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Hebrew  lifts  no  word  for  pareiit^t.     It  must  either  say  Tatber  and 
mother  or  mother  ami  father.      Let  us  say.  then,  that  to  ^how  that] 
lioth  are  to  be  revereuced  equally,  the  fatlier  in  put  in  one  place 
before  tlic  mother,  aud  ta  aaotiier  placti  the  mothei'  la  pub  befure 
the  father. 

*  Honnur  and  reverence':  with  theae  to  build  upon,  love  will 
fiuiely  follow.  Wliat  has  been  said  before  about  the  reverence  of 
God  ajiplics,  to  a  certaia  cxtcut,  to  the  reverence  of  pareuts. 
Love  is  bi^hi-T  tlum  reverfnee  itud  better  thau  honour.  Uut  the 
peculiar  liind  of  love  which  we,  wheth^er  children  or  'growu  ups,' 
Ftlunild  feel  for  our  parents  must  always  include  reverence  and 
honour. 


§  21.  The  Sixth,  Eighth,  and  Ninth  CominandmeiitBCortipriBeiho 
most  eleinentai-y  and  innpt  iifccPHary  reguhitious  for  civilized  life.  If 
murder,  rohhery,  and  falsehood  were  rife  and  unchecked,  how  could 
nieuandwonieu  live  together  at  all  i  Society  and  the  state,  kingdoms 
ftud  republics,  cannot  get  ou  at  all  if  human  lite  is  not  encred,  if 
dishonesty  prevails,  and  if  lying  and  injuptice  rule  EUjirerae. 
Nobody  who  reads  this  book  will  ever,  I  elioukl  hope,  Iw  in  tha 
least  likely  to  feel  the  least  temptation  tobienkthe  Sixth  Conunand- 
inent.  (So  long  aa  war,  barbarous  method  though  it  be,  is  still 
used  by  nations  as  a  naeaus  of  settling  their  quarrels  with  each 
other,  the  soldier  who  aboots  his  nattoji's  eiieniy  on  tlie  biitlle-field 
has  not  hrokeu  tbe  Sixth  CominaudnieuL  That  conimandmeut 
i-efers  to  private  murder  only  and  not  to  wai*.)  Nor  would  any  one 
who  reads  this  book  allow  that  he  would  ever  he  likely  to  brcufc 
the  Eighth  Commandment.  But  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  ciituiot 
feel  erjually  ceitaiu  about  this.  For  I  do  not  only  understand  by 
Htpaling  the  mere  (^an•yillg  off  of  your  neiglihour'^s  property.  Any 
unfair  advantage  you  take  over  him  is  stealiug,  and  it  would  be 
well  if  people  remembered  tins  more  vividly  and  gave  to  tbe  word 
Stealing*  a  wider  rauge.  When  you  are  older,  you  will  have  to 
leani  that  it  is  not  only  wrong  to  rob  or  take  an  unfair  advantage 
of  Tom,  Dick,  or  HaiTy,  but  that  it  ia  also  wrong  to  rob  or  take  an 
unfair  advantage  of  that  collectiou  of  all  the  Toms,  Dicks,  aud 
liariys  in  any  given  kingdom  (say,  in  England)  which  ia  called 
tlie  Btnte.  But  I  Bhall  not  try  to  psplain  this  liere  and  now.  If, 
Imwever,  we  could  always  remember  that  any  unfair  advantage 
over  our  fellow-meu,  either  individually  or  in  the  lump,  ia  stealing, 
and  if  occasionally  we  would  probe  and  examine  our  actions,  lest 
haply  we  become  guilty  of  such  a  violation  of  tbe  Eighth  Command- 
ment unawares  (for  this  sometimea  hajipeus),  we  should,  I  thiuk,  be 
doing  wleely  and  doing  well. 
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Tl)«  Ninth  Commandment  refers,  in  the  first  instaDce,  to  eviJcnco 
given  iu  a  cuart  of  justice.  It  is  of  nil  tliinga  most  impurtuiit  tliat 
in  this  'house  of  God'  noUiiaff  shall  bo  said  which  is  uot  the  truth, 
the  whole  tnith,  Bml  nothing  hut  the  truth.  Ynu  are  a  Ufleless  Miid 
wiL'ked  witnced  if  ytm  do  uut  tell  the  truth,  aiid  if  you  tt^ll  n  lie  to 
injure  suiacbotly  you  are  douhly  wicked,  fiut  the  prohihitiou  of 
false  witiiui-s  nmy  uUo  bo  t;ihi.>ii  to  iucludo  all  elsuder  aud  uutrubh 
agaitiBt  our  neighbour,  wherever  uttered  and  of  whatever  kind,  ft 
forbids  all  ill-natured  gnsjiip  and  Rriitidnl,  for  not  only  m  it  had 
taste  and  ill-natured  to  dwell  ou  and  to  spread  the  faults  and 
doftcts  of  others  (we  hnve  quite  enoiiRh  to  do  to  correct  our  own), 
hut  Buch  unkind  speaking  in  almost  sure  to  lend,  whether  we  are 
aware  of  it  or  not,  to  exaggeration  and  falsehood.  A  single  idle 
and  ill-natured  word  may  caune  great  pain  and  harm.  It  may  give 
rise  to  false  nimoars.  Hence  it  says  elsewhere  in  the  Bible,  'Thou 
shalt  not  utter  a  false  report.'  A  inan'a  good  name  is  ono  of  Ins 
dearest  possessions.  Lt-t  us  howaro  how  we  do  anything  to 
injure  or  becloud  it — whether  our  neighbour's  good  name  or  our 
own. 

Notice  that  the  Sixth,  Eighth,  and  Ninth  Commandments,  like  the 
Second  nml  Third,  nro  nil  negative  iu  form.  Tliey  are  none  the  Itas^ 
perhaps  the-y  are  all  the  nioi-e^fuiidanientol  because  of  this.  Ttie 
many  positive  rommftiids  for  true  and  kindly  defiling  hetween  raau 
and  nmu  which  we  shrtil  find  in  the  Hebrew  lawd,  culmbiatino;'  in 
the  great  command,  'Tiiou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself,'  can 
all  be  built  up  upon  the  foundation  of  the  Ten  Words. 


§  23.  The  last  word,  the  Tenth  Commandment,  in  vary  different 
from  all  the  oth«rs.  It  is  also  iundamental,  hut  fundamental  in 
a  different  way.  It  touchea  the  seat  or  root  of  evil,  and  seeks  to 
prohibit  sin  at  its  poorco.  For  ono  of  the  great  sources  of  evil  is 
wrong  and  passionate  desire.  The  Tenth  Word,  then,  bids  us  keep 
this  wrong  dcrsire  in  check,  to  prevent  it  coming  into  existence. 
It  forbids  jealousy  in  eveiy  shape  and  form.  It  prohihita  envy. 
We  must  not  grudge  to  another  his  joy  or  his  good  fortune,  or 
wish  thfit  we  hnd  it  iiistend  of  him.  From  this  nogntive  command 
we  can  also  make  our  way  to  positive  well-doing.  He  who  does 
not  envy  his  neighbonr'a  happiness  will  surely  not  be  glad  of  hia 
misfortujie.  So  if  we  feci  no  onvy  aud  grudge  no  gooil,  wo  shall 
be  able  to  rejoice  wit^l  olhcre  over  their  joys  and  to  grieve  with 
thcni  over  their  sorrows.  Out  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  negative 
Tenth  Commandment,  as  a  necefsary  root,  there  will  spring  up  the 
fair  plant  of  fellow-feeling  or  sympathy.  And  from  the  plant  of 
sympathy  there  will  bloasom  the  flower  of  love. 
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§  23.  Til©  Ten  Words  enn  be  ouuiitcd  up  in  more  ways  than 
one.  What  the  Jews  havo  for  ninny  years  regarileii  as  the 
Fifst  Word,  *I  am  the  Lord  f.hy  Gfid,  who  brought  thee  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of  the  house  of  bondage,'  if»  unlike  all 
the  oth*T  Worda  iu  being  au  aaeertion,  not  a  prohibition  or  a 
commarLd.  It  is  trne  that  the  Ten  Conimandinente  are  not  culled 
in  the  Bible  Mitzrot,  ■commands ;  but  Debtirim,  wurds.  Still, 
our  Firi't  Word  sounda  very  like  iiu  introdurtinn  to  what 
follows.  Many  people  therefore  BUpposse  that  wliat  we  call  the 
Second  Cu  inn  and  men  t  includes  two  cornmands  iu  one,  and 
comprises  lenlly  both  the  First  and  -Second  t'oiumandmeuiH.  In 
tliat  case  the  Firnt  CoinmAiidment  would  J'orbirl  the  worship  of 
any  other  god  exKept  the  one  and  only  true  tied ;  the  Swond 
Conimnudmcnt  would  forhid  the  making  of  any  material  emblem 
or  Byiiibol  of  the  one  true  Goil,  or  the  iiiukicig  of  any  iilol  or  image 
of  any  created  thing  for  the  purpot^e  of  worship.  We  have  no  ciuo 
from  the  Eihle  jib  to  which  way  of  counting  the  Worda  is  the  ri^ht 
way.  The  earliotit  nuthorttietf  we  have  (who  are  two  Jews,  called 
Philo  and  Josephus)  reckon  the  Words  the  second  way,  but  the 
Jews  seem  grflduiiUy  to  have  all  iidopted  the  firat  w»y,  and  tbey 
still  count  them  so  to  the  present  day. 

§  24,  I  quoted  the  Ten  Words  according  to  that  version  of  tliem 
given  in  the  Law  of  the  lietroepcct.  Moreover,  I  quoted  acme  of 
them  in  «  rather  shortened  form.  But  before  going  on  1  think 
I  had  betteir  quote  them  again,  according  to  the  fir&t  version  of 
them,  which  is  the  version  more  commoidy  used  by  Jews  and  read 
out  publidy  in  synBgogue. 

And  God  spake  all  these  words,  sayings, 

1  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  who  brought  thee  out  of  tlie  land 
of  E^'pt,  out  of  the  house  of  bondii^c. 

Thou  shult  have  no  other  gods  beside  me.  Thou  shalt  not 
iniike  unto  thee  any  gniven  image,  nor  the  form  of  anything 
that  ig  in  heaven  above,  or  that  is  in  the  enrth  beneuthj  or 
that  ia  in  the  water  under  the  earth  :  thou  shalt  not  bow  down 
thyself  to  them,  nor  serve  theiu  :  for  I  the  Lord  thy  God  ara 
a  jculuus  God,  visiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the 
chiUln'n  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them  thnt 
hate  me;  and  shewing  mercy  unto  the  thousandth  genera- 
tion of  them  that  love  me,  and  keep  my  conunandments. 

Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vaiu  ; 
£or  God  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  that  titketh  hia  name  in 
vain. 
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Remember  the  Sabhatli  day,  to  keep  it  holy.  Six  diiys 
shalt  thou  liibour,  aTici  do  all  thy  work  :  but  the  seventh  day 
is  II  sabbath  unto  the  Lord  thy  (jod  :  in  it  thou  sliaEt  not  du 
any  work,  thou,  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy  daugiitt-'p,  thy  imiri- 
servant,  nor  thy  maidHervant^  nor  thy  (tattle,  nor  thy  ntnititjer 
thiit  is  within  thy  gates:  for  in  six  clays  (jod  made  heaven 
and  earth,  the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is,  and  rested  the 
seventh  day :  wherefore  God  bicsecd  the  sabbath  day,  and 
hallowed  it. 

Honour  thy  father  and  thy  motlicr :  that  thy  days  may  be 
long  upon  the  land  which  the  Lord  tliy  God  giveth  thee. 

Thou  Shalt  not  kill. 

Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery. 

Thou  shalt  not  steal. 

Tliou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness  against  thy  neighbour. 

Thovi  shalt  not  covet  thy  neigldxiur's  house,  thou  shalt  not 
covet  thy  neighbour's  wife,  nor  his  manservant,  nor  hie  nuud- 
scrvant^  nor  his  ox,  nor  liis  uss,  nor  any  thing  llmt  is  tliy 
neighbour's. 

Now  X  Would  have  you  to  note  fii^t  of  all  that  the  ex]>luiiaiiuus 
and  ndditiontj  to  thr  ciiinninndments  arc  nuthliig  like  so  imjportuiit 
as  the  comniamlme-iita  themselveB.  They  are  all  la-ter  in  time  and 
iiiferiLir  in  Buhstance.  They  are  rxpiinsions  which  cnu  he  removeil 
fiozn  tie  com  maud  meat  3  without  injury  to  tlie  coinmuiitliuents 
Iheuieelves.  Of  the  cxpansiou  to  tliL'  second  commouilmfut  T  sliuU 
say  iiotbing  here.  It  ia  viry  diSicuit.  I  Bhul!  tkiy  fonit-thing  id»oufc 
it  later  on.  In  any  ordinary  aenm  of  the  word  'jealous,*  it  is  quit« 
mistaken  to  apply  that  word  tu  God.  You  can  only  fitly  apply 
the  woixl  to  God  by  cxplaiaiug  it  away.  The  hasis  for  Sabhath 
obeerviiiice  ia  quite  difl'urent  iu  this  versiuu  of  tie  Ttn  Words  to 
the  motive  mentioned  iu  the  Law  of  the  Ueli-ospect.  I  shall  tell 
yoo  somethtnLj  of  the  old  Hehrew  traditions  about  th«  creutioii 
of,thc  wui'lil  later  on.  But  even  though  God  did  not  create  the 
world  ill  six  ditya,  still  he  remaius  its  Creator,  and  the  8abhatli, 
looked  at  in  this  light,  tjecomee  a  day  ou  which,  week  by  week,  we 
give  thanks  nu<l  praise  to  the  Author  and  Suetainer  oi'  all  the 
Univerpo  from  the  emalloBt  thing  in  it  to  the  g-reatest.  And  wheu 
I  say  aiuallest  and  prcattst.  I  aiu  not  merely  thiukiug  of  size.  For 
■greater  than  the  aun  liim.seJf  or  all  the  host  of  tttars  is  the  Soul  of 
Man.  ITio  expauBion  of  the  Fifth  Word  we  could  wish  had  nevei' 
been  added  to  it.  We  do  not  want  a  bribe  in  order  to  do  our  duty; 
still  ItiBS  do  we  want  a  reward  for  the  htuioui-  and  tht:  love  which 
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■we  {s'lttdly  show  to  onr  pareiitB,  But  iji  oldtn  times  long  life  was 
reffRrdeil  as  n  mark  of  prosperity  and  of  the  grace  of  Ood.  Seiiiig 
then  that  the  welfaro  of  society  deptnds  upon  tlie  Home,  it  remains 
a  trutli  tliat  prcisperily  will  depend  upon  the  maiutoiiamic  of  its 
duties  and  winctitiea,  wliUe  advereity  wUl  follow  upon  their  violation 
aud  neglect. 

§  25.  After  the  Ten  Commandments  had  been  proclaimed  by 
a  divine  yoice  from  Mount  Sitiai,  it  ia  stated  thut  Myaea  re- 
ceived from  Ood  a  nuiuber  of  otiier  laws  which  he  Bubbequeully 
cominnuicated  to  tke  people.  Though  uo  writing  of  Moses,  no  code 
drawn  up  by  him,  survived,  the  Hebrews  always  regarded  bim  aa 
the  great  legislator  {for  be  wafl  the  fii'«t  and  fuudameut»l  legielator), 
and  when  at  dilferent  epochs  in  their  history  they  made  selected 
collections  of  their  cunent  laws,  they  placed  them  all  in  the  month 
of  Mo^es.  Whatever  goud  ctiBtoin  ur  law  prevailed  among  tbem, 
or  whatever  good  rnle  or  hiw  their  wipRBt  teachers  considered 
oiiyfit  to  prevail  amoiig  tlioin,  this  they  believed  must  be  good 
Mosaic  law.  So  though  the  laws  found  in  the  first  great  divieiou 
of  tiie  Bible,  which  gives  tlie  kistury  of  the  Hebrews  from 
Abraham's  call  to  the  death  of  Moses^ — though  these  laws  were 
cnrapilcd  at  diifereJit  timee,  and  for  ihe  most  pait  lojig  after  Moses, 
and  though  thej  do  not  idivayB  agree  with  ench  other,  tliey  were 
all  regarded  m  Moeaic.     Hebrew  law  is  Mosaic  law. 

You  will  remember  that  there  are  two  necounts  of  the  Ten 
Words  and  of  the  giving  of  them  in  the  Bible.  In  the  first  account, 
tJie  people,  firightentd  by  what  they  hear  and  see,  '  the  thuiiderings 
and  the  lightnings,  and  the  voice  of  the  trumpet,  aud  the  mountain 
smoking,'  say  tinto  Moses :  *  Speak  thou  with  us,  imd  we  will  hear  ; 
but  let  not  God  a^ieak  with  ue,  leet  we  die.^  They  then  retire  and 
stand  afar  off,  and  Mo&es  by  himself  goea  up  the  mountain  and 
alone  conirauuea  with  God.  In  the  eecond  aticount,  which,  as  you 
remember,  in  put  in  the  mouth  of  Moaea  (he  is  the  story-teller}, 
much  the  tame  thing  is  said,  but  the  Ten  CommaMdmept*  ore  far 
more  eharpij  separated  ofi'  from  all  the  other  laws  by  the  direct 
intention  and  indication  of  God.  I  will  repeat  the  few  words 
which  we  have  already  heaixl,  aud  theu  add  what  immediately 
foUows. 

These  vrorda  God  spake  unto  all  your  assembly  in  the 
mount  out  of  the  iiiidst  cf  the  iirc,  of  the  cloud,  and  of  the 
thick  darkneBS,  with  a  great  voice :  and  he  added  no  more. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  when  ye  heard  the  voice  out  of  the 
uiidst  of  the  darkuesSi  while  the  motuitain  was  burning'  with 
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tr*j  that  ye  came  near  unto  me,  even  all  the  heads  of  )'our 
tribes,  and  your  etdcrs ;  and  ye  said,  Behold,  God  hiith 
shewed  us  his  jbthiiT  und  hiii  i^i'catness,  mid  we  Lave  lieurd 
his  voice  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire  :  we  have  seen  this  day 
that  God  duth  ttpeak  with  man,  and  he  lireth.  Now  there- 
fore why  fthouhl  we  <Iie  ?  for  this  ^reat  fire  w'lW  consume  ur  : 
jf  we  hear  the  voice  of  the  I^ord  our  God  any  more,  then 
we  shall  die.  For  who  is  there  of  <dl  flesh,  that  hiith  heard 
the  voice  of  the  Hving  God  speakitig^  out  of  the  luidat  of  the 
fire,  its  we  have,  and  lived  ?  Go  thou  near,  and  hear  all  that 
the  Ivord  our  God  shall  say  :  and  speak  tliou  unto  ub  all  that 
the  Lord  our  God  shall  speak  unto  thee ;  and  we  will  hear 
it,  and  do  it.  And  God  heard  the  voice  of  your  words,  when 
he  spake  unto  me ;  and  God  said  unto  nie,  I  liave  heard  the 
voice  of  the  words  of  this  people,  which  they  have  spoken 
unto  thee:  they  have  well  said  all  that  they  have  spoken. 
Would  that  they  might  aUvays  be  of  such  a  mind  to  feur 
me  and  keep  all  my  coanmaaidments,  that  it  might  be  well 
with  them,  and  with  their  children  for  ever !  Go  say  to 
them,  Get  you  into  your  tents  a^in.  But  as  for  thee,  sUuui 
thou  here  by  me,  and  I  will  speak  unto  thee  all  tfie  commaiul- 
ments,  and  the  statutes,  and  the  judjifements,  which  thou  shall 
teach  them,  that  they  may  do  them  in  the  land  which  I  give 
them  to  possess  it. 

So  Mubea,  &.s  he  goes  ou  to  sa.y,  wt^nt  up  to  Mount  Sinai. 

And  I  ahode  in  the  momtt  forty  days  and  forty  nights ;  T  did 
neither  eat  bread  nor  drink  water.  And  it  came  to  pass,  at 
the  cud  of  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  that  God  gave  uic  the 
two  tables  of  stone,  even  the  tables  of  the  covenant,  and  on 
them  were  written  all  the  wortla  which  God  spake  to  you  in 
the  mount,  out  of  tlie  midst  of  the  fire,  in  tJie  day  of  tlie 
assembly. 

^  a6.  Meanwhile  tlie  Sebiewa  during  theBe  forty  days  Imd  been 
wickedly  miflspemling  their  time.  Scarcely  had  they  heard  Iho 
Second  Comniaiulmeiit,  forbidding  tbeiu  to  irmke  &ny  material 
image  of  Cltnl,  before  tbey  broke  it.  They  made  b  golden  calf,  like 
Uie  idoluit'uiis  CMtiaaiiitcs  oi"  Egyptians,  to  be  a  ajniljol  or  viaible 
repreEeutaUoa  of  God.   This  ib  lioMf  the  first  account  begins  the  story. 

And  wlien  the  people  saw  that  Moses  delayed  to  come 
down  from    the    niouiitj   the    people  gathered    themselves 
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tiif(('t)>cr  uriU)  Aarun,  uiii)  said  untu  him,  Up,  inuke  us  a  god, 
wtiich  FthitU  g(»  iHTfnrt'  u»  ;  for  as  lor  this  Moses,  the  man  tfiat 
bnjiif^ht  us  u|)  out  of  ilie  liirut  uf  Etr\|>t,  we  wot  not  what 
in  hecoiiie  of  him.  And  Atiroti  sitid  unto  them,  IJreak  oS 
till:  ^(oidi'ii  ciirrin^H  which  are  in  the  etirs  of  your  wives,  o£ 
your  ttoiis,  tind  of  y»ur  daughters,  uud  hriiit;  them  unto  me. 
And  nil  the  pi'ople  Im-u.Iii'  off  the  golden  earriugs  which  were 
ill  llieirearR,  :ind  hrou^ht  titeni  iintu  Aiiroii.  And  he  received 
tlicMi  at  their  liand,  and  fai^hioncd  it  with  u  E^niving  tool,  and 
made  it  a  molten  ealf.  Then  tliL-v  said,  Tliis  is  thy  god,  O 
iHnu-l,  wliirh  hrimght  Ihee  up  out  of  tlie  land  of  Egypt.  And 
Auroi)  built,  an  altar  hid'ore  it ;  and  he  mailer  pruclaniatioti, 
and  Niiid,  To-morrow  Hhall  be  a  feast  to  God.  And  they  nise 
up  curly  on  the  morrow,  and  offered  burnt  offerings,  and 
brought  peiiec  offerings  ;  and  tiie  people  sat  down  to  eat  and 
to  drink,  and  rcjse  up  to  play. 

Tlio  mav  of  their  sin  and  Aaron's  sin  I  will  tell  ftccordiiig  to 
the  Ht'contl  iiccouat.  Mo^e.^.  yuu  n-memlici',  is  on  the  tuotint,  and 
hfiH  jii»(  rfucivod  the  twu  tnljleB  ofstLHie. 

And  (.Un\  Bind  unto  me.  Arise,  get  thcc  down  quickly  from 
hcncf  ;  for  thy  people  which  thou  hast  brouglit  forth  out  of 
ICgypI  have  corrupted  ihenwelves;  they  are  <jiiickly  turned 
UKiile  init  of  the  way  whieJi  I  conuiianded  them;  tfiey  luive 
madi'  them  a  niotteu  image.  Furthermore  God  spake  unto 
me.  Haying,  I  have  seen  this  people,  and,  heboid,  it  is  a  stiff- 
ueeked  people  :  let  me  alone,  that  I  may  destroy  tlneiu,  and 
Idot  i>ut  (Eieir  mune  from  under  heaven:  and  I  will  n^ike  of 
llu'c  a  nation  mightier  and  gn-nter  than  they.  So  I  turned 
and  came  tltuvn  from  tlie  mount,  and  the  u»ount  burned  with 
fire  :  and  the  t«o  tables  of  the  covenant  were  in  my  two 
haudn.  And  1  lookeil.  and,  behold,  ye  bad  simied  against 
the  l^ml  yniir  IhmI,  ami  had  made  you  a  nndten  calf:  ye 
bad  ttirucil  aside  tpiickly  out  of  the  \nty  which  Gwi  had 
itunnumdeil  you.  And  1  took  the  two  tables,  uud  cast  them 
out  of  mv  two  hands,  and  brake  them  before  your  eyes. 
AntI  I  fell  down  U'fure  liod,  as  at  the  lirst.  forty  days  and 
furly    nights ;     I    did    neither   eat    bread    nor    drink    wnler ; 

■\uw  of  all  your  tiin  M-bich  ve  sitmed,  in  doing  wickedly 
H*  sight  of  UtMl,  tu  pmroke  him  to  anger.  For  I  whs 
fli  of  the  auger  and  hot  dittpleasure,  wheren-itb  God  was 
I  a^iust  yuu  to  destivy  jiou.     But  God  hcarkcuetl  mito 
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me  that  lime  also.  And  God  waa  very  angry  with  Aaron  to 
have  tiestroyed  him :  and  I  prayed  for  Aaron  nUty  the  name 
time.  And  I  took  your  sin,  the  calf  which  ye  had  made, 
and  burnt  it  with  Grc.  and  stamped  it,  and  ^i^"'^^  i^  ^^^ 
sniall,  until  it  was  as  »niall  us  dust:  and  I  cast  the  dust 
thereof  into  tlie  hrook  that  deacende<l  out  of  the  niount. 

And  I  prayed  unto  God,  and  I  eaid,  O  Ijord  God,  destrtiy 
not  thy  people  and  thine  inheritance,  which  thou  hast  re- 
deemed throuijb  thy  j<rcattiess,  which  thou  haat  brought  forth 
out  of  Kgypt  with  a  mighty  hand.  Uenienilier  thy  servants, 
Abralinm,  Isaac,  and  Jaduh;  hiolt  not  unto  the  stuhljoru- 
ncss  of  this  people,  nor  to  their  wickethiess,  nor  to  their  sin. 
And  God  hearkened  unto  mc,  and  said,  I  have  pardoned 
according  to  tliy  word. 

And  moreover  God  said  unto  me.  Hew  thee  two  tables  of 
stone  like  unto  the  first,  and  come  up  unto  me  in  tlie  mount, 
and  make  thee  an  ark  of  wood.  And  I  will  write  upon  the 
tables  the  words  that  were  on  the  first  tables,  which  thou 
brakest,  and  thou  shall  put  them  in  the  ark.  So  I  made  an 
ark  of  acacia  wood^  and  hewed  two  tables  of  stone  like  unto 
the  first,  and  went  up  into  the  mount,  having  the  two  tables 
iti  my  hand.  And  he  wrote  on  the  tJibles,  accordinj;  to  the 
first  writing,  the  ten  words,  which  God  spake  unto  you  in 
the  mount  out  of  the  midst  of  the  lire  in  the  day  of  the 
asserably :  and  God  gave  tliein  uritct  me.  And  I  turned  and 
came  down  from  the  mount,  and  put  the  tables  in  the  ark 
which  I  bad  made;  and  there  they  are,  as  God  commanded 
me. 

§  27.  Ono  more  very  strange  and  very  beautilid  story,  the 
meaning  of  which  lies  below  tlie  enrlaee,  ia  i>M  ithunt  the  stay  of 
tii^u  Hebrews  at  tlic  foot  of  Mount  Siiiiti,  and  part  of  it  I  will  retell 
here.      But  it  In  not  an  euey  story,  and  I  cannot  ninkc  it  easy. 

Mnaes  wnntp  to  know  more  about  God,  He  ia  eager  to  know 
the  diviiie  nature  in  its  fuUuesa  aud  totality;  he  is  tager  to  know 
the  diviae  'way.'  tbat  h,  Gyd'e  prin<NpEea  of  action  hb  they  are 
founded  in,  and  ns  tliey  result  from,  the  nature  of  tlie  Siijirtino 
Being.  Uod  replies  to  him  that  Lis  rwiuest  cannot  he  fully 
granted.  Man.  the  creature,  cannot  ever  full.v  know  Ood  (ho 
creator.  He  can  only  know  the  'altribiites'  of  God,  iifl  tliey  aro 
called;  tlmt  is,  liia  power,  wisdom,  goodness,  right'eoueucsa,  and 
mercy.  What  God  is  in  himaelf,  man  can  never  know,  Tbu 
Wible  expre»«ea  this  by  aaying,  God's  face  can  never  be  Beeu ;  only 
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liis  back  can  be  rcTenlvd.  But  tlic  mcnning  is  fij^urative ;  that  is, 
the  Bible  does  not  mofin  thflt  Ciod  has  really  a  face  ni-  a  back:  it 
mcaBs  what  I  have  just  B«id.  Tberefore  tlie  fturj-  is  not  to  te 
tak4:u  liturully.     It  is  ti  bi'autiful  leiigou  put  iu  the  form  of  a  stor^'. 

Moses  then  says  to  God : 

I  pray  thee,  if  I  have  found  grace  in  thy  sightj  shew  me 
now  thy  way,  that  I  may  know  thee. 

And  agaiu  he  says  to  God : 

Shew  nie,  I  pray  thee,  thy  glory.  An<3  Gort  aauK  T  will 
ni:ike  ;ill  my  beiiuty  pass  before  thee,  and  will  proclaim  the 
iiftnie  of  God  before  thee :  and  I  will  be  gracious  to  whom 
1  will  be  ffnicious,  and  H'ill  shew  mercy  on  whom  1  will  shew 
mercy.  And  God  said.  Thou  canst  not  see  my  face :  for 
man  can  not  see  me  and  live.  Betukld,  there  is  a  place  by 
me,  and  thou  shalt  stand  upon  the  ruck :  and  it  shall  come 
to  pass,  while  my  glory  passeth  by,  that  I  ^ivill  put  thee  in 
a  cleft  of  the  rock,  and  will  cover  thee  with  my  Emnd  while 
1  pass  by :  and  I  will  take  away  mine  hand,  and  thou  shalt 
see  my  back :  but  my  face  shall  not  he  seen. 

And  God  said  unto  Moses,  Be  ready  in  the  morning,  and 
come  up  in  the  njoniinji  unto  Mount  Sinai,  and  present  thy- 
self tlierc  to  me  on  the  top  of  the  mount.  Ami  no  man  shall 
come  up  Mitli  thee.  And  Momch  rose  up  carlv  in  the  mouiinjf, 
and  went  up  unt«  Mount  Sinai,  as  God  had  connnanded  lihn. 
And  God  passed  liy  before  him,  and  prorlaimed,  The  Lord, 
the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  longsufferin^,  ami 
abundant  in  lovingkiiidness  and  trutti ;  who  will  by  no 
means  clear  the  guilty,  but  keeping  lovingkiiidtiess  for 
thousands,  forgiving  iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin.  And 
Moses  n^ade  haste,  and  bowed  his  head  toward  the  earth, 
and  woi-sliipped, 

§  28.  In  their  journeying  between  Egy|>t  nnd  Canaan  the 
IsraL-Utes  lived  for  many  yeara  in  wild  an<l  uncultivated  landa. 
Tbe  Hebrew  word  ?rt([/iar,  which  we  tiaualatc  '  desej-t,'  does  not 
uecsFBariiy  mean  a  waterltss  and  sandy  wsete,  eudi  as  the  dcaei't  of 
Sahara.  It  meana  uncT]itivftti?d  laud  ns  cippoatd  to  (illed  and  arable 
laud.  For  iuatauce,  it  says  in  one  of  the  Psalms,  'The  pastures  of 
the  •niidbar  drop  with  fatueas.'  But  during  their  stay  in  Eg>'pt 
the  HchjKWs  bail  gut  bejuud  tlie  biiupli:  fare  of  llie  tiiidbari    thoy 
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iftil  Itecome  arcuKtained  ti>  fiFli  and  fniit  and  vf>peta1ileR  nnd  brend. 
When  they  Iiad  settled  iu  Ciuiauu,  as  tillers  of  t!ie  soil,  bi'L-jid  wan 
to  thyiii  UB  to  uui>elvt--H,  '  tlic  Blftff  of  life'  Tht\v  wondered  how 
their  aiiccstcjrs  eould  linve  got  on  without  it  in  ihu  '  wildeniirvo,'  or 
vbat  Btihftitiite  for  it  they  {M(s?6s«ed.     Tlio  HtUlical  natrntives  bav 

['that  Ood  {provided  tlieni  out  of  he«.veii  with  a  iniirvcllout!  lirt-iul 
for  ttieir  daily  food.  The  first  gift  of  this  hiuvetily  bread,  which 
WiLg  ndkd  '  imuiiia/  whs  BupI^o^ed  ttf  have  tukeii  pinee  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Monnt  Sinai.  The  Hebrewe,  not  realizing  the 
TaJue  of  their  uewly  acquired  liberty,  nirt  realizing  (as  bow  couhl 
they  yet  I)  the  grcatncsa  and  the  frltiry  of  the  uiisaiou  which  was 
to  be  theirs,  und  ungi"attrully  forgetful  of  the  cniel  servitude  from 

fwhich  God  had  delivered  them,  eonlniBti-d  tho  varied  atid  plentiful 
'food  in  Goshen  wiih  the  hardships  and  privations  of  the  wilder- 
ncBS.     Tliey  cotH)>Iitincd  aloud. 

And  the  whole  coii^reg'ation  of  the  children  of  Israel 
murmured  ag^iirist  Moses  and  against  Aaron  in  the  wilder- 
nt'SR  :  and  the  cbildren  of  Israel  said  unto  tlieni,  Would  tliat 
we  had  died  by  the  hand  of  God  in  the  limd  of  Egypt,  when 
we  sat  by  lite  fleish  pot-s,  when  we  did  eat  jjread  to  the  fidl ; 
for  ye  tiave  brought  us  forth  into  this  ^vilderness,  to  kili  this 
whole  aHSi:ml>Iy  with  hunger.  Then  suid  God  unto  Moaew, 
Behold,   I   will  rain  bread  from   hcaveJi  tor  you ;    and   the 

feople  shall  jjo  out  and  gather  a  certain  rate  every  day,  that 
may  prove  tJiem,  wiietber  they  will  walk  hi  my  teaL-bin^  or 
no.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  on  the  sixth  day,  tliat  they 
lihall  prepare  that  which  they  bring  in,  and  it  shall  be  twice 
as  luneh  «fi  they  gather  daily.  And  it  came  to  pans  in  the 
morning  that  the  dew  lay  round  about  the  camp.  And  when 
the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  up,  behold,  upon  the  face  of  the 
wilderness  a  small  round  tiling,  small  as  thc.liuar  fru&t  oxi  the 
ground.  And  when  the  children  of  Israel  saw  it,  they  said 
one  to  another,  What  is  that?  for  they  wist  not  what  it  was. 
And  Moses  sidd  unto  them.  This  is  the  bread  which  God 
hath  given  you  to  eat.  This  is  tlie  thing  which  God  bath 
commanded.  Gather  ye  of  it  every  man  according  to  his 
eating.  And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so,  and  gathered  some 
more,  some  less  ;  they  gathered  every  mau  according  to  his 
eating.  Ami  Moses  said  unto  them,  Let  no  man  leave  of  it 
till  the  anoroing.  Not\vith standing  they  hearkened  not  unto 
Moses;  but  some  of  them  left  of  it  until  the  morning,  and  it 
bred  worms,  uud  stauk :  and  Moses  was  wroth  with.  them. 
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And  they  gathered  it  every  nionitng-,  every  man  according^  to 
Ills  eating:  and  when  the  sun  waxed  hot,  it  melted. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  that  on  the  sixth  day  they  ^fathered 
twice  as  much :  and  all  the  cliicfs  of  tlie  congi-etjation  came 
and  told  Mosch.  And  he  said  unto  them,  This  is  that  which 
God  hath  Buid,  To-morrow  is  a  deep  rest,  the  holy  sabhath  utito 
God :  bake  that  which  ye  will  bake,  and  seethe  that  which  ye 
will  seethe  ;  and  all  that  rcinaineth  over  lay  up  for  you  to  be 
kept  until  the  nionitiig.  And  they  laid  it  up  till  the  morning, 
as  Muses  bade :  and  it  did  not  stink,  neither  was  ttiere  any 
worm  therein.  And  Moses  said,  Eat  that  to-day  ;  for  to-day 
is  a  sabbath  unto  God  :  to-day  ye  shall  not  find  it  in  the  field. 
Six  days  ye  shall  gather  it ;  but  on  the  sevcntli  day,  which  is 
the  sabbath,  in  it  there  shall  be  none.  And  it  cams:  to  pass 
on  the  seventh  day,  that  there  went  out  some  of  the  people 
for  tiy  gather,  and  they  found  none.  And  God  said  unto 
Moses,  How  long  refuse  ye  to  keep  my  commandments  and 
my  laws  ?  See,  for  that  God  hath  given  you  the  sabbath, 
therefore  he  giveth  you  on  the  sixth  day  the  bread  of  two 
days;  abide  ye  every  man  in  his  place,  let  no  man  go  out  of 
his  place  on  the  seventh  day.  So  the  people  rested  on  the 
Seventh  day.  And  the  house  of  Israel  called  the  name 
thereof  Mannu :  and  it  was  like  coriander  seed,  white ;  and 
the  taste  of  it  was  like  cake  made  with  honey. 

'What  is  that'  is  in  Hebrew  Man  hi.  Tlie  popular  expla- 
nation or  etymology  of  the  word  Mniuia  was  therefore  '  what  ia  that.' 

It  appeare  that  in  the  Sinattic  peaiiipula  there  grows  a  kind  of 
taniaiisk  tree,  which  in  the  wanner  eights  of  smrnner  gives  out  an 
oozy  exudation  from  the  hark  of  ita  trunk  and  hranches.  This 
sweet  gumaiy  sap  forms  itself  into  ema]!  white  rouuii  seeds,  which 
quickly  melt  in  the  sun.  The  Ara.hs  collect  these  gcedii  and  purify 
thein  ;  they  strain  them  through  a  cloth,  ftiid  keep  the  pnely 
produce  in  jars,  and  ii&e  it  like  honey^  which  it  alto  resfinbleB  in 
tuite.  The  sttry  ot  the  manna,  as  we  reail  it  in  the  Bible,  perhapn 
grew  up  out  of  travellers'  accouiiffl  of  tlif  tamarisk  tr«e.  The 
HelirewB  aticiihed  the  uiiinna  to  God's  direct  gift  from  heaven: 
the  gift  WHS  prohahly  less  cJireirt  tliiin  ihnt,  but  none  the  less 
a  gift.  For  if  God  is  the  caufe  of  the  tamnriek  tree,  wliat  is  the 
difference  1    Do  we  not  owe  our  milk  to  God  as  mui:h  ilb  tu  the  cow  i 

Note  that  the  olisenfance  of  the  Sabbath  had  at  first  to  be  tbtj 
eirictly  enforced.  The  iniistnist  find  disohedieute  of  the  people 
justified  th(j  order :  '  Let  uo  man  j^o  out  of  hia  place  oji  the  &>&\  euth 
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day.'  But  it  woold  be  very  Billy  )o  think  that  we  to-dny  are, 
therefore,  to  keep  iiutooi-s,  or  not  tu  tuke  a  long  country  walk  upou 
tlie  SikbtuLth. 

§  29.  The  mannA  had  been  given  in  answer  U)  tlie  murrauringa 
of  the  Hebrews,  and  nfter  they  hail  eaten  it  a  long  while,  freBh 
iDurniuriupfi  were  caustd  by  it,  The  peojile  got  tired  of  the 
eamenesa  of  their  fare.  Into  the  story  ■whicJi  tells  tif  their  frenh 
complaints  ami  what  bt-fell  in  coiiseqtiBnce,  uuotber  at'^ry,  teUilig 
of  tiie  besttiwal  of  the  divUie  spirit  upi'ii  aeventy  Hebrew  elders. 
Beemn  to  be  interwoven. 

And  tlie  clfcildn-ii  of  Israel  began  to  murmur  again,  and 
they  wept,  and  saitl,  Who  atmll  give  us  flesh  to  eat?  Wc 
remember  the  fish,  which  we  did  eat  in  Pjgypt ;  the 
cucnnihers,  and  the  melons,  und  the  locks,  and  the  onions, 
and  the  giirlick:  but  nou-  our  suul  is  dried  away;  there 
iR  nothing  at  all  except  this  manna  to  Innk  to.  Aiid  Mo^es 
hearil  the  ptM>plp  weep  throughout  their  famtUeSj  every  niara 
at  the  door  of  his  tent:  and  Moses  was  displeased.  And 
Moses  said  unto  God,  Wherefore  hast  thou  afflicted  thy 
servant  ?  and  wherefore  have  1  not  found  favour  in  thy 
sight,  that  thou  layest  the  burden  of  all  this  people  upon 
me?  Am  1  the  father  oF  all  this  people,  that  thou  shauldest 
say  unto  me.  Cany  them  in  thy  bosom,  as  a  nursing  father 
beareth  the  sueUiiig  chiiid,  unto  the  land  vvhieh  thou  swarest 
unto  their  fathers  ?  Whence  should  I  have  rteah  to  give  unto 
all  this  people  f  for  they  weep  unt«  me,  auying.  Give  us  flesh, 
that  we  may  eat.  I  am  not  able  to  bear  all  this  people  alone, 
because  it  is  too  heavy  for  me. 

Atjd  God  said  unto  Moses,  Gather  unto  me  seventy  men 
of  the  elders  of  Israel  without  the  camp,  and  1  will  take 
of  the  spirit  which  is  upon  tlire,  and  will  put  it  upon  them; 
and  they  shall  bear  the  burden  of  the  people  with  thee,  that 
thou  bear  it  not  thyself  alone.  And  say  thou  unto  the 
people.  Because  ye  have  wept  in  the  ears  of  God,  saying. 
Who  shall  give  us  flesh  to  eat  ?  for  it  was  well  witli  uh 
in  Eg>'pt :  therefore  God  will  give  yo»i  flesh,  and  ye  shall 
eat.  Ye  shall  not  eat  one  daj',  nor  two  days,  nor  five  days, 
neither  ten  days,  nor  twejity  dajs;  but  a  whole  month, 
until  it  come  out  at  your  nostrils,  and  it  be  loathsiome  unto 
you :  because  that  ye  have  rejected  G<]d,  and  have  wept 
before    him,  saying,   Why   came    wc    forth    out   of    Egj'pt  : 
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And  Mosea  said,  The  people,  iimuiig  whom  I  am,  art*  very 
many,  and  thou  hast  saul^  I  \v\i\  give,  them  flesh,  that  they 
may  eat  a  whole  month.  Shall  the  flocks  ;nid  herds  he  shiin 
for  thcnt,  to  suffice  them  ?  or  sh.all  all  the  fish  of  the  sea 
he  pi^athcred  together  for  them,  to  sufliee  tliem  ? 

And  God  said  unto  Moses,  Is  God's  hand  waxed  short? 
now  shalt  thoti  see  whetlier  my  word  shall  come  to  pass 
unto  thee  or  not.  And  Moses  M-ent  and  toh!  the  people 
the  words  of  God  :  and  he  gathered  seventy  men  of  the 
elders  of  the  people,  and  God  took  of  the  spirit  that  wus 
up<m  hitu,  and  put  it  upon  the  seventy  elders,  and  it  came 
to  pass,  that,  wlien  the  spirit  rested  upon  them,  they 
prophesied.  But  there  remained  two  of  the  men  in  the 
camp,  the  name  of  the  one  was  Kldndj  and  the  name  of 
the  other  Medad :  and  the  spirit  rested  upon  them ;  and 
■they  were  two  of  the  seventy,  hut  they  had  not  gone  out: 
an(i  they  prophesied  in  the  camp.  And  there  ran  a  voung 
man,  and  tohl  Moses,  and  said,  EUlad  and  Medad  do 
prophesy  in  the  camp.  And  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  the 
minister  of  Moses  from  his  youth,  answered  and  said. 
My  lonl  Moses,  forhid  them.  And  Moses  said  unto  him, 
Enviest  thou  for  my  sake  ?  would  God  that  all  God's  people 
weiv  prophets,  that  God  would  put  his  spirit  upon  thom  ! 
And  Moses  gut  him  into  the  camp,  he  and  the  elders  of 
Israel.  And  there  arose  a  wind,  and  brought  quails  from 
the  sea,  and  let  them  fall  by  the  camj},  about  a  day's  journey 
on  this  side,  ;uid  a  day^s  journey  on  the  other  side,  round 
about  the  camp,  and  about  two  cubits  above  the  face  of  the 
earth.  And  the  people  stood  up  all  that  day,  and  all  the 
night,  and  all  the  next  day,  and  gathered  the  quails  :  and 
they  spread  them  all  abroad  for  themselves  round  alwut  the 
camp, 

I  do  not  know  tho  full  menning;  of  everything  in  thia  ftory. 
Wc  niuit  not  A>r  a,  msinieotj  whatever  explaimtiun  we  iuhv  oflfer, 
Bupprse  thftt  God's  Rpirit  is  somethiug  material  which  cuti  he  put 
upon  people  iu  the  siitiie  bcjisc  that  we  can  put  a  cloak  upon  them, 
or  an  t>rnBineiit-  I  do  not  kmnv,  moieuver,  what  is  meant  hy  tlie 
prophesying  of  the  sixty-eight  eklcrs.  without  the  camp  Jiud  of 
KMad  and  Metlnd  within  it.  The  putting  of  the  spijit  iipfln  the 
tevouty  elders  seemB  to  be  a  pictorial  way  of  etvying  that  (iod  gnve 
nufficieDt  wisdom  to  ennhle  tiiem  to  help  Moaea  iii  hie  work  of 
mlmiuistration  and  lulc.     Vou  will  i'tuKmber  thai  another  story, 
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wliith  we  have  alrenily  heard,  repruseuts  Jeihro,  Mosea'  father-in- 
Uw.  AA  adviRing  Moses  to  iustitutc  ofhcers  uud  jiidi^g. 

The  moat  intwri^ittirig  and  beautiful  paitof  this  story  for  us  is 
towards  tlie  cud,  wliero  Jilo?os  rt-lmktH  Jushiia  tor  his.well-ciennt 
hut  improper  £(;al  un  behulf  of  liiii  mu'-Ler.  Juahti.i  thoiiirht  that 
Iho  prophesyiiig  uf  Kldad  ami  Medud  look  from  the  hounur  nud 
dignity  of  Mobm.  It  was  bad  Plough,  pfilmjiM,  in  liIs  eyes,  that 
thp  E^Iderp  should  have  Iji'«;ii  dittiiijipiii^heil  at  all,  or  put  on  a  It-'vol 
with  Mosea  hy  the  gift  of  the  divine  spirit.  But,  at  all  event?, 
Mosea  had  bL-eii  present  when  thia  gift  took  place,  and  it  was  clear 
that  Moses  wus,  sifter  God,  the  Fourue  snd  typ'^  "f  their  propiiesying. 
OckI  lind  Bald,  'I  will  take  of  llio  spirit  which  ik  upDii  thee,  and 
put  it  upon  thein.'  But  in  Eldad  and  Medad's  caeo  there  seemed 
an  independent  outbreak  of  prophetic  fire.  By  his  reply  to 
Joshua,  Moses  showed  his  true  greutneas  of  soul.  He  Iovch  hi« 
people  better  than  himself.  The  cause  lie  has  really  at  heart  la 
the  ciiuse  iif  Israel,  not  bis  own  hunuur  nud  dignity,  ^Vjid  so  lie 
replies  ;  '  Art  thou  jealous  for  my  &ake  i  Would  (iud  thiit  all  God'a 
pfOple  were  prcipheta,  thut  Gud  wnuld  put  hia  spirit  npon  them.' 
These  nre  notable  worde.  In  the  '  kingdom  of  priests'  the  more  kings 
liiB  bettor.  What  Moses  was,  a  hiru  filled  with  CIod'H  lii'ly  spirit, 
though  still  a  mun  aud  suliject  to  depressum  and  deepoiideney, 
that  lie  desired  all  his  pi'ople  might  be.  The  less  be  wob  separated 
off  from  them  by  greaier  wisdom  and  goodness,  the  better  he  wbb 
plcHsed.  The  maji  of  little  niinil  works  for  his  own  sLdviinceraent : 
he  belli?  forward  a  cause,  but  it  ia  j>artly  that  he  may  be  kuown 
to  biive  helped  it,  that  he  may  beecime  buuous.  He  is  envious  of 
rivals,  and  wanta  to  put  a  distance  hetween  liimsrdf  and  otlnrft. 
Not  so  Mosea.  He  want?  to  draw  uj)  others  to  his  own  level. 
He  would  prefer  to  be  una  of  many,  rather  thtm  one  affovg  maiiy. 
He  Is  indifferent  to  bis  own  renown,  but  07dy  anxious  for  llie  well- 
being  of  bis  own  people.  He  is  willing  to  efiiice  hImBelt'  in  hia 
work.  Hence  bis  words  contain  a  lesson  to  us  all :  a  lesson  to 
think  of  others  more  than  of  ourselves,  to  sink  self  iu  a  common 
work,  to  strive  for  the  success  of  the  work  rather  tbaa  for  perauunl 
fame. 

But  the  words  are  also  notable  in  thempelves,  especially  the 
second  lialf  of  them:  'Would  lliat  God  w<mld  put  liia  Hplrit 
u|>on  them,'  In  the  gift  of  this  spirit  Moses  perceives  the 
highest  weil-beiiig.  Who[i  may  we  pay  that  a  man  ba^  received 
the  spirit  of  God  ?  When  he  seems  to  ua  in  all  humility,  aurl  at 
however  intinit*  a  distance,  to  be  tike  Gnd ;  tiiat  is,  when  be  is 
good  and  loving  and  wipe.  Tbuy  wlio  have  the  diviue  spirit 
aecordiiig   to   the    highest   Biblicul    teuchiug  are   rightuous   and 
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MJiful,  p.,m.  and  miderstamliug.  Tlierefor..  the  pniver  of  Mo.en 
j»f  I*  f|,«  prfty„r  fur  us  all:  'Would  God  tlmt  0.«l  would  put 
^^i$m  A    !*^'"*!  ^*"^*^  *"  f^*'"   *''«  "pirit,  pray  f..r  the 

*"  Wmt'iL'l  T^*  ^°  »«  gc>«.l  and  pr..v  tli«t  (iod  n.Ry  ht-Jp  you 
nmnli'iuir  '  \      ''^  "^  ^■"^  ^"'y  two  ways  witliiii  our  puwer  fur 

«i..t  «,  ni""'^  ^^  ^"^  they  ftre  ways  of  iKJwer,  und  iti  quietude 
•Md  ca,.nd«,.co  we  may  leave  the  rt«t  U.  God. 

IwrdJr  nn*°  *^^^  Hebrews  had  arrived  at  Kftdefili.on  the  southern 
on  tit  j,"^""**!,  Moses  sent  out  spies  to  brin<r  him  back  a  report 

fciemed*^  1  ^'■'"'^  of  the  country.  For  the  Hebrews  were  now.  »»  it 
r«.««.-  '  f^^  *°  ^^^i"  on  tlie'occupatiou  aud  the  conquest  of  their 
promiaed  home. 

k  ^■'^"  n  ^^f'^'"^  ^  *e'l  the  story  of  the  spies,  T  shoMhl  like  to  me.\t 

anT  4     ^SreHBinn.      The  Hebrews  invad«<l  Ganaiin  as  the  Saxons 

na  Ajiglea    invuded   Bntain,   or   ae   the    Franks  invaded    GauL 

imd^  .^*'"®  '"^'^  settled  tind  cnuquiretl  by  the  right  of  the  strouger, 

r  -fl^^-  thruBt  out  the  original  inhabitants  or  absorbed  them  or 

fllr    '^  ^'*^'''  "''''^*'     I^"^  "5  '''''^.V  hiid,  or  came  to  have,  the  vivid 

j^*|"g  that  ail  that  Ihey  hud  tlieu  done  was  done  by  the  will  of 

"u,  they  ft:]t  or  came  to  feel  that  &ome  jnstificatinn  whf  Hfeded 

Tk'     -^  Itt'wlcsB  ctispospeflsion  of  the  original  owners  and  iuhabitAnta. 

'^.J^stifimitioii  thpy  fnnnd  in  the  corrupt  moral  and  religious 

(litiou  of  the  Cauaauites ;    their  expulsion  was  a  punishments 

6  twfet  HebvL'w  ttnebers  were  always  at  pains  to  pyiut  out  that 

Was  not  an  a  rewnnl  for  their  own  virtues  that  God  had  Bingled 

oiit  the  Hebrews  arid  entruBte*!  them  with   the  great  charge  to 

become  a  '  kingdom  of  prieats,'     So  Moses  tells  them : 

Speak  not  thou  in  thiue  heart,  aft-er  that  the  LonI  thy 
"-Jod  hath  ffist  out  these  nations  from  before  thee,  sayan^^,  For 
my  rij^^htt.onsncss  huth  God  bruuirjit  me  in  to  possess  tins 
laiitl :  but  for  the  wickedness  of  these  cmlions  (jod  doth 
Ufive  them  out  before  thee.  Not  for  thy  righteouaneBS,  or 
*(»P  the  uprightness  nt  thine  heart,  dost  thou  sp)  to  possess 
their  land ;  but  for  the  wickedncRs  of  these  niitions  the 
Lord  thy  Ciod  doth  tlrive  them  out  frotii  before  thee,  nod 
^h.ti  he  may  perform  the  word  M-hicli  he  svvure  untu  thy 
•  Hthers,  to  Abraham,  to  Isaac,  and  iA)  Jacob.  Understiind 
therefore,  that  the  Lord  thy  God  givetli  thee  not  this  go<Ml 
land  to  jwssesB  it  for  thy  righteousness ;  for  thon  art  a  stiff- 
necked  people. 

sewhere  be  says  to  them  ia  tlie  iiauie  of  Ood  : 
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Ye  shall  keep  all  my  8tfltiit^»s  and  all  my  jiid|^ment«,  and 
do  them  :  that  the  liind,  whither  I  bring^  you  to  dwell  therein, 
spue  you  nut  uut.  And  yc  shall  not  walk  in  the  manners  of 
the  nutioiLH  which  I  cast  uut  before  you:  for  they  did  all 
these  wicked  things,  and  therefore  I  abhorred  them. 

Ndw  let  us  f^o  biick  to  Iho  utory  of  the  spies.  We  will  hear  it 
told  twice  over ;  tlie  second  flt-couiit  is  from  the  Itetroepcct  which 
Muh;!-  f?ivcy  to  the  Ismelitet  of  their  \m»t  liiMtury  «»  iiu  intro- 
duction to  the  code  of  laws.  Eehcol  meius  in  fielirew  ^a  cluster  of 
grapes,' 

And  Moses  sent  them  to  spy  out  the  land  of  Canaan,  and 
said  unto  them,  Get  you  up  this  way  by  the  South  country, 
and  ^o  up  into  the  liitl  country :  aud  see  the  land,  what  it 
is;  and  the  pt'ople  that  dMellclh  therein,  whether  they  he 
strong  or  weak,  few  or  many;  and  what  the  land  is  that 
they  dwell  in,  whether  it  be  g^ood  or  bad ;  and  what  cities 
they  be  that  they  dwell  m,  whether  in  camps,  or  in  strong 
holds;  and  what  the  land  is,  uhether  it  be  fat  or  lean, 
whether  tiieiT.  he  wood  therein,  or  not.  And  be  ye  of  good 
courage,  and  hriug  of  the  fruit  of  the  land.  Now  the  time 
was  the  time  of  the  firstripe  grapes.  And  they  ascended  by 
the  South  eountiy-,  and  came  unto  Hebron;  where  Ahiman, 
Sheshai,  and  Talniai,  the  cliildren  of  Anak,  were.  And  they 
came  unto  tlte  valley  of  Eslicnl,  and  cut  down  from  thence 
a  branch  with  one  cluster  of  grapes,  and  they  hare  it  between 
two  upon  a  staff;  and  they  brought  of  the  pomegranates, 
and  of  the  figs.  The  place  was  called  the  valley  of  Kshcol, 
because  of  the  cluster  of  grapes  which  the  children  of  Israel 
cut  down  from  thence.  And  they  returned  and  came  to 
MoseR,  and  to  the  children  of  Israel,  to  Kadesh ;  and 
brouglit  back  word  unto  them,  and  shewed  tliem  the  fruit 
of  the  land.  And  they  told  Moses,  and  said.  We  came  unt» 
the  land  whither  tliou  scntcst  us,  and  surely  it  floweth  with 
milk  and  honey ;  and  this  is  the  fruit  of  it.  Nevertheless 
the  people  are  strong  tliat  dwell  in  tl;e  land,  and  the  cities 
are  ivalled,  and  very  great :  and  moreover  M'e  saw  the 
children  of  Anak  there.  And  Caleb  stilled  the  people  before 
Moses,  and  said.  Let  us  go  up  at  once,  and  possess  it;  for 
we  arc  well  able  to  overcome  it.  But  the  men  that  went  up 
with  him  said,  We  tire  not  able  to  go  up  against  the  people; 
for  they  are  stronger  than  we.     And  they  brought  up  an  evil 
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report  of  the  land  \vhich  they  had  senrched  unto  the  children 
ui  Israel,  stiyinj^,  The  laud,  through  which  ive  have  gone  to 
search  it,  ia  a  land  that  pitteth  up  the  i nli ah i taints  thereof ; 
»nd  all  the  people  that  we  saw  in  it  are  men  of  a  gre^it 
stiiture.  And  there  we  saw  the  sons  of  Anak :  and  we  were 
in  our  own  sight  as  gnisshoppers,  and  so  we  were  in  their 
sight. 

And  all  the  congregation  lifted  up  their  voice,  and  cried  j 
and  the  people  wept  tliat  night.  And  all  the  children  of 
Israel  niurinured  against  Moses  and  against  Aaron :  and  the 
whole  eoiigru'gation  said  unto  them.  Would  God  that  we  had 
died  in  the  land  of  Kgypt !  or  wiiuld  God  we  had  died  in  this 
wilderness  1  Atid  wherefore  doth  God  bring  us  unto  this 
land,  to  fall  by  the  sword,  that  our  wives  and  onr  children 
should  be  a  prey  ?  were  it  not  better  for  us  to  return  into 
Egypt  ?  And  they  said  one  to  another.  Let  us  make  a 
captain,  and  let  us  return  into  Egypt.  Then  Moses  and 
Aaron  fell  on  their  faces  hcf<n"e  all  the  assembly  of  the 
("ongregjttion  of  the  children  of  Israel.  And  Caleb  the  son 
of  Jephunneh,  who  was  of  them  that  spied  out  the  lund,  rent 
his  clothes:  and  be  spake  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  saying, 
The  land,  whieli  we  passed  through  to  search  it,  m  an  ex- 
ceeding good  land.  If  God  delight  in  us,  then  he  will  bring 
UB  into  this  land,  and  give  it  unto  lis;  a  land  which  floweth 
M'ith  milk  and  lioney.  Only  rebel  not  agiunst  God,  neither 
fear  ye  ihL-  peojdc  of  the  himl ;  for  they  are  bi-ead  for  us: 
their  defence  is  departed  from  them,  and  God  is  with  us: 
fear  thetn  not. 

And  God  said  unto  Moses,  How  long  will  this  people 
reject  met  and  how  long  wiJi  they  not  liclieve  in  me,  for  all 
the  signs  which  I  have  shewed  among  them?  I  will  smite 
thetn  M'itl)  the  pestilence,  and  disinherit  tbem,  and  will  make 
of  thee  a  nation  greater  and  mightier  than  they.  And  Mosea 
said  unto  God,  I  beseech  thee,  let  thy  power  be  great, 
according  a£}  thou  hast  spoken,  saying.  The  Lord  God  is 
longsuffering  and  of  great  mercy,  forgiving  iniquity  and 
transgression.  Pardon,  1  beseech  thee,  the  iniquity  of  this 
people  acc(n*ding  unto  the  greatness  of  thy  mercy,  and 
according  as  thou  hast  forgiven  this  people,  from  Egypt 
even  until  now.  And  God  said,  1  have  pardoned  according 
to  thy  word :  but  as  truly  as  I  live,  and  as  all  the  earth  shall 
be  filled  with  the  glory  of  God ;   because  all  tboae  men  who 
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hove  seen  my  glory,  and  my  miracles,  which  I  did  in  E^'pt 
;L!id  in  the  wildernrsa,  hiivp  not  hcarktMiecl  to  my  voire; 
surely  they  shall  not  see  the  land  wliirh  I  sware  unto  their 
f';itlicrs,  neither  sliall  any  iif  them  that  rejected  me  see  it: 
but  my  Bcr^HUt  Caleb,  because  he  had  another  spirit  with 
him,  untl  Imlh  followed  uie  fuUy,  him  uiU  1  bring  iuto  the 
land  whereinti)  he  went ;  and  his  seed  simll  possess  it.  But 
as  for  you,  to-mornnv  tuni  ye,  and  get  you  hark  iiit/i  the 
wildertiesR,  towards  the  Red  Sea. 

And  Muses  told  these  words  unto  all  the  children  of 
Israel :  and  the  people  mourned  greatly.  And  they  n)se  up 
early  in  the  uioruiuo^,  and  gat  them  up  into  the  hill  top, 
saying,  Lo,  we  l>e  here,  and  will  go  up  unto  the  place  which 
God  bath  promised:  for  we  haie  sinned.  And  Moses  said, 
Wherefore  now  do  ye  transjfress  the  eommimdment  of  (iod, 
seeing  it  shall  n()t  p]i)sper  ?  (jo  not  up,  for  God  is  not  among 
you  ;  tliat  ye  he  not  smitten  before  your  enemiea.  For  the 
Amalekite  and  the  Canaanite  are  there  before  you,  and  ye 
shall  fall  by  the  sworfl :  because  ye  are  ttirned  away  from 
God,  therefore  God  will  not  be  %vith  you.  But  they  presumed 
to  go  up  unto  the  hill  top :  nevertheless  Moses  departed 
not  out  of  the  camp.  Then  the  Amalekite  came  down,  and 
tlie  Canaanite  who  dwelt  in  that  mountain,  and  smote  them 
and  discomlited  them,  even  unto  Hormah. 

Now  let  UB  henr  tlie  same  story  as  iold  in  the  Rptmspect. 

And  we  departed  fi-om  Horeb,  and  went  through  all  that 
great  and  terrible  wilderness,  which  yc  saw  by  the  way  to 
the  bill  country  of  the  Amoritea,  as  the  Lord  our  God  com- 
manded us;  and  we  came  to  Kadesh-barnca.  And  I  sjdd 
unto  you,  Ye  are  come  unto  the  bill  countrj'  of  tlie  Amorites, 
which  tlie  Jjord  our  God  dotb  give  unto  us.  Behold,  the 
Lord  tjiv  God  hath  set  the  land  before  thee:  go  up  and 
possess  it,  us  God  hath  said  unto  thee;  fear  not,  neither  be 
dismayed.  And  ye  came  near  unto  me  every  one  of  you, 
and  said.  We  will  send  men  before  us,  arid  they  shall  spy 
out  the  land,  and  bring  us  word  again  by  what  way  we  must 
go  \ip,  and  into  what  cities  we  shall  come.  And  the  saying 
pleased  nie  well :  and  1  took  twelve  men  of  you,  one  man  for 
each  tribe :  and  they  turned  and  went  up  into  the  hill 
(\)untry,  and  came  until  the  valley  of  Esbcol,  an<l  searched 
it   out.     And   they  took  of  the  fruit  of  the  land  in  their 
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hands,  and  bmiigM  it  down  nnto  us,  and  brought  us  word 
aguin,  and  suid,  It  is  a  good  land  which  the  Lord  our  God 
doth  ^ive  us.  Notwithsbinding  ye  would  not  go  up,  but 
rebrllt'd  ag-ainst  the  conunjuuhnent  of  the  Lord  your  God: 
and  ye  miinniired  in  your  tenta,  and  snid,  Because  God 
hated  us,  he  hath  brought  us  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
to  dtliver  us  into  the  hand  of  the  Anioritea,  to  destroy  ua. 
Whither  shitU  we  go  up?  our  brethren  have  diseour<igea  our 
heiirtj  saying,  The  people  is  greater  and  tfdler  thaii  we;  the 
cities  are  great  and  walled  up  to  heaven  •  and  moreover  we 
have  seen  the  sons  of  the  Anakim  there.  Then  I  said  unto 
you,  Dread  not,  neither  be  afraid  of  them.  The  Lord  your 
God,  lie  shall  tight  for  you,  according  to  all  that  lie  did  for 
you  in  Kgypt  before  yoiu*  eyes  ;  and  in  the  wilderness,  where 
thou  hast  seen  how  that  the  Lord  thy  God  bai-e  thee,  as 
a  man  dotJi  bear  his  son,  in  all  the  way  that  ye  went,  until 
ye  came  unto  this  place.  Yet  for  all  this  ye  did  not  believe 
the  Lor<i  your  God. 

And  God  heard  the  voice  of  your  wordsj  and  %va8  wroth, 
and  sware,  saying.  Surely  there  shall  not  one  of  these  men 
of  this  evil  generation  see  that  good  land,  which  I  sware 
to  give  unto  your  fathers,  aa\-e  Caleb  tlu^  son  of  Jcphunne]i, 
he  shall  see  it ;  and  to  him  will  I  give  the  land  that  he 
hath  trodden  upon,  and  to  his  children:  because  he  hath 
wholly  followed  God.  Moreover  your  little  ones,  which  ye 
said  should  be  a  prey,  and  your  children,  which  to-day 
have  no  knowledge  between  good  and  e^'il,  they  shall  go 
in  thither,  and  unto  them  will  I  give  it,  and  they  shall 
jioBsess  it.  But  as  for  you,  turn  you,  and  take  your 
journey  into  the  wilderness  by  the  way  towards  the  Red 
Sea.  TJien  ye  answered  and  said  unto  me,  We  have  sinned 
against  God.  we  will  go  up  and  figbt^  accortling  to  all 
that  the  Lord  our  God  commanded  us.  And  ye  girded 
on  every  man  his  weapons  of  war,  and  were  ready  to  go 
up  into  the  hill.  And  God  said  unto  me.  Say  unto  them, 
Go  not  up,  neither  fight ;  for  1  am  not  among  you ;  lest 
ye  be  sjuitten  before  your  enemies.  So  I  spake  ujito  you, 
but  ye  would  not  hear  ;  but  ye  rebelled  against  the  com- 
mandment of  God,  and  went  presumptuously  up  into  the 
hill.  And  the  Amorites,  who  dwelt  in  that  hill,  came  out 
against  you,  and  chased  you,  as  bees  do,  and  drove  you 
down  from  Seir,  even  unto  Hormab.     And  ye  returned  ami 
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wept  before  Gofl ;  but  God  would  not  hearken  to  rour  rotce, 
nor  pre  ear  unto  you.  So  re  abode  in  Kndesh  many  days, 
according  unto  the  days  that  ye  abode  there. 

The  Kra]ies  of  Uohron  lire  still  faniuus  iu  nil  Palestine  for  tbeir 
excellence.  Note  the  anewer  of  Mo***  to  Ood.  The  opportunity 
was  given  him  of  having  ail  ilie  j»rotnii>efl  of  God  roncentraled 
npoQ  liioii^elf  uwl  hit)  desceudaut^.  But  Moses  siaks  hiiu««]f  in  his 
cause.  He  loves  his  |feople  wnd  prsys  for  tlu-ir  panlon.  We  may 
well  believe  that  Gcxl  would  nevtr  hnv«  tujigesled  the  destruction 
of  the  Hehrews  if  he  had  not  foreknown  the  answer  of  Moses. 
Mark,  too,  the  words  of  MosetL  '  I  pray  thee,  let  thy  jMtcer  he 
great,'  &c.  In  God's  mercy  is  also  reveuleil  his  power.  He 
triuuiphs  hy  his  love  aud  gentleness  over  the  follies  and  frailtte?  of 
roan,  nnd  ereti  iu  spile  of  tlicnit^clvcK,  tliey  must  at  last  fulfil  thu 
chosen  and  hoty  purpose  of  Qod.  The  end  of  the  elory  is  Unient- 
able  and  grim,  hut  it  contains  a  stem  lei^son.  It  iit  !>oinetimo!i 
too  late.  Opportunities  are  sometimes  lost  thi-ough  our  own  fuulls 
which  can  never  bo  regaiucd.      Let  us  mneuiIxT  and  give  he«l. 

§  31.  One  more  important  story  ie  told  of  the  time  duriug  which 
the  Hebrews  were  enciunped  in  the  nwighljourliood  of  Kndesli. 
But  we  cannot  cluarly  understand  it  now.  It  told  how,  at 
&  raomeut  of  severe  trial,  the  faith  of  Mosea  and  of  liis  brother 
Aaron  in  the  power  aud  wlsiioiu  aud  goodneEs  of  God  proved 
uuequiLl  to  the  stmin,  and  how  they  were  disohedieut  tti  the 
command  of  God  and  trausgrossed  agtiiust  him.  But  tbis  story  of 
the  disobedieiicB  of  Moses,  the  groat  hero,  lawgiver,  and  prophet, 
came  to  seem  incredible  or  uiibtaralilu,  and  so,  when  tlie  viLriuufl 
oarrntives  of  the  life  aud  work  of  Motiea  were  piect^d  together  aud 
the  composite  naiT.itive  which  we  tiuw  {wsfle^s  was  formed,  the 
compilers,  while  lenviug  in  the  stited  fact  of  hifl  trans'^ression  and 
the  recoi-d  of  his  punishmeut,  bo  softened  or  modifitid  the  story 
that  the  U(.-tuaI  sin  of  Moees  in  scarcely  percepLihJe  iil  all.  Tlds 
is  what  we  are  told  «3  the  story  runs  now.  Ouce  more  it  appears 
there  was  n  wnter  fuuiine. 

And  the  children  of  Israel  gathered  themselves  together 
against  Moses  and  ngairii^t  Aaron.  And  the  people  cliude 
with  Moses,  and  apake,  saying.  Why  have  ye  brought  us 
into  this  wilderness,  that  we  and  our  cattle  should  die  there? 
And  wherefore  have  ye  made  us  to  come  up  out  of  Ej^-pt, 
to  brin^g  us  in  unto  this  evil  place  ?  it  is  no  place  of  seed,  or 
of  figs,  or  of  vines,  or  of  pomegratuites  ;  neither  is  there  any 
water   tu   drink.      Aud    God  apukc    uuto    Moses^   saying. 
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Assemble  the  conurbation,  thou,  and  Aaron  thy  brother, 
and  speak  ye  unto  the  rock  before  their  eyes  and  it  shall 
give  forth  its  water;  and  thou  ahalt  bring  forth  to  them 
water  out  of  the  rock  :  so  thou  shalt  give  the  congregiitioii 
and  their  beasts  drink.  So  Moses  and  Aaron  gathered  the 
congregiition  together  before  the  roek,  and  he  said  unto 
thenij  Hear  now,  ye  rebels;  must  we  fetch  you  water  out  of 
this  rock?  And  Moses  lifted  up  his  hand,  and  smote  the 
rock  >ritb  his  rod  t\»icc :  and  water  came  out  abundantly, 
aud  the  congregation  drank,  and  their  lieasts  also. 

And  God  said  unto  Moses  and  Aaron,  Because  ye  beliereil 
nie  not,  to  sanctify  me  in  the  ejes  of  the  cliildreii  of  Israel, 
therefore  ye  sliall  not  bring  this  congregation  into  the  land 
wliich  1  have  given  them.  These  are  the  waters  of  Mcribah ; 
becausf  the  chiklren  of  Israel  strove  with  God,  and  he 
shewed  himself  holy  among  them. 

Meiiljfth  in  Hebrew  jneans  '  strife.'  Ae  the  atory  now  runs, 
Mosea  aad  Aaroa  caaiiot  be  fairly  saiil  to  have  disobeyed  the 
comiuaud  of  God.  Tiie  oaly  fault  that  might  perlmpa  be  alleged 
against  Ihem  would  have  lu  be  diuwn  uut  of  the  woidb,  'Must 
we  fetch  you  water  out  of  thifi  rock  i '  Some  people  think  that 
the  sin  is  ojie  of  presuaiptuoiisnpss.  Mose-s  s^ieaks  as  if  it  were  be 
and  Aaron  rather  thau  Gad  by  whom  the  watt-r  waa  made  to  gush 
furtb  froui  the  rock.  Othi^ra  tliliik  that  tlie  que&tiun  of  Mijs-es 
indicates  a  certain  heE-itation  aud  duubt  as  to  tlie  otniiiputeiico  of 
God.  Of  course,  from  a  great  leader  greiit  dcniaiiLls  are  made. 
The  greater  your  office,  the  more  diificult  it  is  to  fuifii  your  duty. 
From  him  who  baa  shown  hiiiiBelf  good  uml  worthy  we  expect  mure 
Uiati  frotn  one  who  is  less  worthy  and  le&s  good^  and  we  judge  him 
more  sevendy.  Mobcs  conld  not  i»e  judged  by  a  lovv  stiiudiu'd. 
What  would  be  pardonable  in  another  was  uot  pardonidilu  in  him. 
A  Buiall  flin  from  him  was  equal  to  a  far  greater  sin  in  anether. 
Ncverthelesbt  there  is  uotluug  in  bia  worda  or  iu  his  action  that 
could  fairly  lie  called,  aa  his  action  is  called  elsewhere,  disobedience 
and  reliellion. 

§  32.  Not  long  after  Iho  diHohedlenoe  there  fnllowed  its  result. 
Neither  Aaron  nnr  iloses  in  allowed  to  enter  ■Canaan,  and  of  Iho 
two,  Aarou  la  the  firat  to  die.  Aiirou  was  the  chief  or  high  priest 
of  the  Hebrews,  aad  he  waa  succeeded  in  bia  office  by  Eleazar 
Lis  sou. 

And  they  journeyed  from  Kadesh :  and  the  children 
of   Israel,  even  the  whole  cougregation,  came  unto  Mount 
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Hor.  And  God  spake  unto  Moses  nnd  Aaron  in  Mount 
Hor,  uu  the  border  of  tlie  liind  of  Kdoiii,  saying.  Aiiron  shtdl 
be  ^ratln'rett  unt()  his  people:  fur  he  shiill  not  i-uter  into  the 
land  whicli  I  luive  given  unto  the  ehildren  of  Israel,  het^Jiiisc 
ye  rebelled  agiiitist  my  word  at  the  waters  of  Meribiih. 
Take  Aaron  and  Eteu/ur  his  8ori,  and  bring  them  up  unto 
Mount  Hor :  Hud  strip  Aaron  of  his  gannents,  and  put  tlicni 
upon  Fileiiz-Jir  hia  son :  and  Aaron  shall  be  gathered  unto  his 
people,  and  shall  die  there.  And  Moses  di<)  as  (Jod 
eonuunndcd :  and  they  went  np  into  Mount  Hor  in  the 
sitht  of  all  the  congrciintion.  And  Moses  stripped  Aaron 
of  his  garments,  and  put  thetn  upon  Klcazur  his  son  ;  and 
Auron  died  there  in  the  top  oi  the  niuunt:  aii<l  Moses 
and  Eleazar  came  down  from  the  mount.  And  when  all 
the  congregation  saw  that  Aanm  was  dead,  they  wept 
for  Aaron  thirty  days,  even  all  the  iiouse  of  Israel. 

§  33.  Tiistead  of  entering  Canaan  by  puabitig  uortliwartls  from 
Kadesli,  tho  HfiVirewu  Kccm  to  have  Hlt(Miij>tfil  to  culer  it  from  the 
east,  und  by  lieeping  tho  Deiid  Sea  on  llieir  K-ft  to  i-rosa  the 
Jordan  beyniul  it.  To  do  this,  their  way  leri  acriifls  the  1errit-ory 
of  Edom.  The  Edomites,  it  will  be  rememliewil,  were  liiiiBiricii  of 
the  HebrewM,  for  thuir  retptt-tive  ance&'tois,  Essu  anil  Juuob,  hnd 
been  biothers.  The  Edomilcs,  huwever,  would  uot  allow  the 
Hebrews  to  imss  ttiruu^h  their  laud. 

And  Moses  sent  messengers  from  Kadesh  unto  the  king 
of  Edom,  Thus  saith  thy  bn>ther  Israel,  Thou  knowest 
all  the  travail  that  hath  befallen  us :  how  our  fathers  went 
down  icto  Egypt,  ami  we  dwelt  In  Egvpt  a  long  time; 
and  the  Egyptians  afflicted  us,  and  our  fathei-s ;  and  wbfii 
we  crie<l  unto  (jod,  he  heard  our  voire,  ami  hronglit  us  forth 
out  of  Ejfvpt :  and,  behold,  we  are  in  Kadesh,  a  city  in  the 
uttermost  of  thy  b<5rder :  let  us  pass,  I  pray  thee,  through 
tliy  couiitrj' :  we  will  not  puss  thi-oiigh  the  fields  or  throngli 
the  vineyards,  iit-ither  will  we  drink  of  the  water  of  the 
wells  :  we  will  go  by  the  king's  high  way,  we  will  not  turn 
to  the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left,  until  we  have  paHse<l  thy 
borders.  And  Edom  said  unto  him,  Thnu  shalt  not  pass 
tlmiugh  me,  lest  I  come  out  against  thee  with  the  sword. 
And  the  children  of  Israel  said  unto  Iiltii,  Wt*  ulll  go  by 
the  liigh  way  :  and  if  I  and  my  cattle  drink  of  thy  water, 
then  will  I  pay  for  it :   let  iiic  only,  without  doing  any  thiuig 
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else,  ff«  throuph  on  iny  feet.  And  he  said.  Thou  shalt  not 
go  through.  And  Edom  came  out  ngainst  him  with  much 
people,  mid  with  a  strong  hand.  Thus  Kdo;ii  iffuacd  to 
give  Isniel  piittflnge  through  hla  border ;  wherefore  Israel 
turned  away  from  him. 

The  Ketroepect  tells  the  stoiy  tlms : 

So  we  turned  from  Kadeslt,  and  ttiok  our  journey  into  the 
wilderness  towards  the  Red  Sea,  as  God  had  hidden  us,  and 
we  euntpiLsscd  Mount  Seir  many  days.  And  God  spake  unto 
nie,  saying,  Ye  have  compassed  this  momitaui  long  enough : 
turn  you  northward.  And  command  thou  the  people, 
Haying,  Ye  are  tu  pass  by  the  border  of  your  hretbren 
the  children  of  Esau,  who  dwell  in  Seir ;  and  they  shall 
he  afraid  of  you  :  take  ye  good  heed  unto  yourselves  there- 
fore :  meddle  not  with  ttiein  ;  for  1  will  not  give  you  of  tlielr 
land,  rto,  not  so  much  as  a  font  lireadth  ^  hecause  I  have 
given  Mount  Seir  uiit<j  Egau  for  a  posseSBion.  Ye  shall 
buy  foot!  of  them  for  money,  that  ye  may  eat;  an<l  ye  shall 
also  buy  water  of  them  for  nioncv,  that  yc  may  drink.  For 
the  l>ord  thy  (Jod  hath  hk-ssed  tbee  in  all  the  works  of  thy 
hand  :  he  hath  knotvn  thy  walking  through  this  great  wilder- 
ness:  these  forty  years  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  been  with 
thee  ;  tbou  hast  lacked  nothing.  We,  therefore,  passed  by 
from  our  brethren  the  children  of  Esau,  who  dwell  in  Seir, 
off  the  way  of  the  Arabah,  off  Elath  and  off  Ezion-gehcr. 

The  tmme  vommanil  of  pesct^ful  pa^inage  is  repeated  as  rego.i'ds 
the  Mfrftbites  aiici  Ammonites,  Iiy  whose  tcrntoriiee  the  Hebrews,  in 
thtdr  journey  uortliwardp,  had  to  pass  by. 

And  we  turned  and  passed  by  the  way  of  the  wilderness 
of  Moab.  And  God  said  unto  ua.  Distress  not  the  Moabites, 
neither  contend  with  theni  in  battle :  for  I  will  not  give  thee 
of  their  land  for  a  possession :  because  I  have  given  Ar  unto 
tile  children  of  Lot  for  a  jjossession.  Now  rise  up  and  get 
yon  over  the  brook  Zered.  And  we  went  over  the  brook 
/ered.  And  God  spake  unto  me,  saying.  Thou  art  this  day 
to  pass  through  Ar,  the  border  of  Moab  :  aud  when  thou 
LVtnest  nigh  over  against  the  children  of  Amnion,  distress 
them  not,  nor  nie(]dle  with  them :  for  I  will  not  give  thee 
of   the   bind  of   the   children  of   Amnion  as  a  possessiunj 
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because    I    have    given   it   unto   the   children   nf    Lut    fur 
a  possession. 

The  Uual)ite8  and  Ainnionitcs  weru  also  kluHmeii.  For  Mo«b 
&iA  Ammou  wt-ro  tiie  sons  of  Lot,  «nd  Lot  w«9  the  m-pliow  of 
Abmham. 

NorthwartlB  of  the  MoahuoK  there  Iny  the  Icingdcmi  of  SiKon,  an 
Amorit*  or  CauaAiiiite  pnuce.  Of  hia  temtories  the  Hehruwa  took 
{joaeemou.  and  ttunie  settled  in  ihcin  piTtuuueiitly.  Thia  in  tlie  tulti 
uf  cvii4]iie?t. 

And  Imrael  »ent  messengers  unto  Sihon  king  uf  liic 
Aniorit«*,  saving,  Let  me  pass  through  thy  hind  :  we  will 
not  turn  into  the  fiekls,  or  into  the  vhieyarcls,  we  will 
not  drink  of  tlie  water  of  the  wells:  but  we  will  go  along 
the  kir]g"'s  hi^h  wiiy,  iiiitll  wv  have  passed  thv  iiordcrs. 
And  Sihon  would  not  suffer  Israel  to  pass  throuich  his 
border:  but  Sihon  gathered  alt  his  people  tfigcther,  and 
went  out  against  Israel  into  the  wiUiemess,  and  came  to 
Jahaz,  and  fought  against  Israel.  And  Isniel  smote  him 
with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  possesst-d  his  land  fnim 
Arnon  unto  Jalxik,  even  unto  tlie  ehiJdri-n  of  Amnion.  And 
Israel  tiwk  all  these  cities  :  and  Israel  dwelt  in  Hcshbon  and 
jn  all  the  cities  of  the  Aniorites. 

r  §  34.  After  tlie  defeat  of  Sihon,  we  are  told  a  very  strange  story, 
which  you  will  read  one  day  in  the  Bible  for  yourselves.  I  have 
already  tuld  you  that  in  old  days  a  peculiar  power  was  supposed 
to  lie  in  a  bleseiug  or  a  cursu.  It  was  supputed  that  a  lather's 
blessitigj  lor  exampl'i',  was  likely  to  bring  about  tlic  very  good  for 
tiie  Eoa  which  vrtu*  cniitiuii<°d  in  the  hlestuiig,  while  a  father's  curse 
U]ion  a  wiclctd  son  waa  likely  to  bring  uboat  tlie  very  tvil  wbicU 
was  coutaiiitid  lu  tbe  curso.  If  a  man  was  considered  very  wise 
and  huly,  or  if  be  was  supposed  to  be  inspired,  liie  Ideasings  and 
OLii-ses  were  regarded  as  of  peculiar  impiirtaace  and  powi-T,  and 
as  all  the  morH  likely  tn  bring  the  contents  of  hia  hlt^saJngs  and 
Lis  curses  to  pass.  Nowadays,  wheu  a  father  blesses  his  child,  ho 
is  only  praying  to  God  on  his  cliild'a  belmlf;  lie  hopes  thut  GikI 
will  briii|{  aboat  his  child's  Itappiness,  but  he  doe*  not  expet-t  his 
words  to  have  power  to  produce  the  result,  for  whir.li  he  prayp. 
Such  idca!<  have  now  disappeared,  but  in  tho  s.gB  of  Metres  and  for 
long,  lony  after  they  were  in  full  force,  and  tiit-y  are  tlie  baaia  of 
the  stury  wc  arc  uow  to  bear.  Silion's  limd,  you  will  remember, 
lay  to  tJje  north  of  Moab,  and  the  Moabites  imtundly  soou  bt;ai-d  of 
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the  extraordinsry  Hebrew  tuccesa  in  their  first  campaign  against 
the  AmoritKS. 


And  Buhtk  king  of  Moub  heard  all  that  Israel  had  done 
to  the  Aniorites.  And  he  was  sore  iifraid  of  thtr  people, 
bcciiuae  they  were  many.  And  he  said  unto  the  eldere 
of  Moabj  Now  shall  this  people  lick  up  all  that  in  round 
nbout  us,  as  the  ox  licketh  up  the  grass  of  the  field.  So 
he  sent  messengers  mnto  Balaam  the  son  of  8eor,  to  Pethor, 
which  is  by  the  Kivcr,  in  the  land  of  the  children  of  Amnion, 
to  call  him,  sayhig',  Heliold,  there  is  a  people  come  out  from 
E^'pt:  behold,  they  cover  tlic  face  of  the  earth,  and  they 
abide  over  against  nie :  come  now  therefore,  I  pray  thee, 
curse  me  this  people ;  for  they  are  too  mighty  for  me : 
peradveiitm'e  I  shall  prevail,  that  we  may  smite  them,  and 
that  I  may  drive  them  out  of  the  land  :  for  I  wot  that  he 
whom  thou  blessest  is  blessed,  and  he  whom  thou  curseat 
is  cursed.  And  the  princes  of  Moab  departed  j  and  they 
came  unto  Balaam,  and  spake  unto  hini  the  words  of  Balak. 
And  he  said  unto  tlicni,  Lt>dge  here  this  nij][ht,  and  1  will 
bring  you  word  again,  us  God  sliall  speak  unto  me  :  and  the 
princes  of  Moab  abode  with  Balaam.  And  God  said  unto 
Balaam,  What  men  are  thesne  with  thee?  And  Balaam  said 
unto  God,  Balak  the  son  of  Zippor,  king  of  Moab,  hath  sent 
unto  me,  saying,  Behold,  there  is  a  people  come  out  of 
Egj  pt,  which  covereth  the  face  of  the  earth :  come  curse 
me  them ;  peradventure  I  shall  be  able  to  overcome  them, 
and  drive  them  out.  And  God  said  unto  Balaam,  Thou 
shalt  not  ^o  with  them  ;  thou  slnilt  not  curse  the  people  : 
for  they  are  blessed.  And  Balaam  rose  up  in  the  morning, 
and  said  unto  the  j>nnce8  of  Balak,  Get  yon  Into  your  land  : 
for  God  refuseth  to  give  me  leave  to  go  with  you.  And  the 
princes  of  Moab  rose  up,  and  they  went  unto  Balak,  and 
6aid,  Bahiam  refuseth  to  come  with  us. 

And  Balak  sent  yet  again  princes,  more,  and  more  honour- 
able than  the  first.  And  they  came  to  Balaam,  and  said  to 
hint,  thus  saith  B;dak  tlie  sou  of  Zippor,  Let  nothing,  I  pray 
thee,  hinder  thee  from  coming  unto  me  :  for  1  will  promote 
thee  unto  very  great  honour,  and  1  will  do  whatsoever  tliou 
Bayest  unto  me  :  come  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  curse  mc  this 
people.  And  Balaam  answered  and  said  unto  the  servants  of 
Balak,  If  Balak  would  give  me  his  house  full  of  sdver  and 
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^olil,  I  cuiiiiot  go  beyond  tlie  word  of  the  Lord  my  God,  to  do 
Icfts  or  iiiorr.  Now  tluTpfore,  I  pray  you,  t'lrry  ye  also  here 
this  tii^lit;  'li'i't  I  may  know  wJuit  God  \v\\\  s;iy  unto  me  more. 
And  God  said  unto  Balaam,  If  the  men  come  to  call  thcc, 
rise  up  and  go  with  them ;  but  only  the  word  wliich  I  sliull 
suy  untu  thee,  that  shult  thou  do.  And  Balaam  rose  up 
in  the  morning,  and  Kuildled  Iuh  ass,  and  went  with  the 
princes  of  Moab.  And  uhen  Ralak  heard  that  Balaam 
was  come,  he  went  out  to  meet  him  unto  the  city  of  Moah, 
which  is  on  the  border  formed  by  the  Anion,  at  the  utmost 
part  (]f  l]ie  border.  And  Bulak  said  unto  Balaam,  Did  I  not 
earnestly  send  unto  thee  to  cjill  thee  ?  whereEore  earnest  thou 
not  unto  me  ?  am  I  not  able  indeed  t<i  promote  thee  tci 
honour  f  And  Balanni  said  unto  Bahik,  Lo,  I  am  come 
untu  thee:  have  I  now  any  power  at  all  to  say  any  tiling? 
the  word  that  God  putteth  in  my  mouth,  tliat  iihall  I  Hpeak. 
And  Balaam  went  with  Bulak,  and  they  came  unto  Kiriath- 
huzoth. 

And  B;dak  offered  oxen  and  sheep,  and  sent  portions 
to  Balaam,  and  to  the  princes  that  were  with  him.  And 
it  cunic  to  puss  iji  the  morning,  that  Baluk  twjk  Buluain, 
atid  brought  him  up  to  Bamoth-baal,  tliat  thence  he  might 
see  the  utmost  part  of  the  people.  And  Balaam  said 
unto  Balak,  Build  me  here  seven  altars,  and  prepare  me 
here  seven  bullocks  and  seven  rams.  And  Balak  did  as 
Balaam  had  spoken  ;  and  Balak  and  Balaam  offered  on 
every  altar  a  buHock  and  a  ram.  And  Balnsim  said  unto 
Balak,  Whatsoever  God  sheweth  nie  I  will  tell  tlice.  And 
God  put  a  word  in  Balaam's  mouth,  and  said,  Thus  thou 
cihult  speak  unto  Bulak.  And  Balaam  took  up  his  paiabie, 
and  i^aid, 

Bulak  the  kin^  of  Moah  hath  brought  me  from  Aram, 

Out  of  the  mountains  of  the  East : 

Come,  curse  me  Jacob, 

And  come,  defy  Israel. 

How  shall  I  curse,  whom  God  hath  not  cursed  ? 

Or  how  shall  I  defy,  whom  God  hath  not  defied  f 

For  from  the  top  of  the  rocks  1  see  him. 

And  from  the  hills  I  behold  him  : 

Lo,  it  is  a  people  that  dwelleth  alone. 

And  doth  not  reckon  itself  among  the  nations. 

Who  can  count  the  dust  of  Jacobj 
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Or  parober  the  rnfrbda  of  Und  > 

Let  me  die  tbc  death  iA  the  ri|^leoos, 

And  let  onr  bit  end  be  like  fab ! 

And  Bdu  Had  onto  Babam,  What  hut  Lbua  done  nnlo 
OM^ !  I  took  thee  to  cane  mine  enenues,  and.  behold^  thou 
ha«t  Uemed  tlinn  altc^etber.  And  he  anstrered  and  said, 
Miiit  1  not  take  heed  to  fpeak  that  which  God  hath  put 
in  my  mouth  ?  And  Balak  said  unto  him,  Cumc,  I  pray 
thee,  with  me  unto  araither  plao*,  from  whence  thou  mayest 
■re  them ;  and  curse  mc  them  from  thence.  And  he 
braufjht  hicn  into  the  field  uf  Zophim,  to  the  top  of  Pisgah, 
and  built  fieven  altam,  and  offered  a  bullock  and  a  ram 
on  rverv  altar.  And  God  put  a  word  in  Balaam's  mouth, 
and  itaia,  ThuH  eholt  thou  8])eak.  And  Bolak  said  unto  him, 
Wliat  luith  God  ii]Xfken  f  And  he  took  up  his  {xarable,  and 
■aid, 

KiMc  iip^  Balak,  and  hear  ; 

llcfirkfii  unto  me,  thou  mm  of  Zippor: 

(iofl  JM  not  a  man,  that  he  should  lie ; 

Neither  the  roii  of  man,  that  he  should  re|)ent : 

Hath  he  «Hid,  and  Khali  he  not  do  it  ? 

Or  hiitli  he  t(|H)keii,  and  shall  he  not  make  It  good  ? 

Ik-ltdld.  I  liuve  received  cannnandnient  to  hlesa ; 

And  I  will  hIcsH  and  not  rcwrRe  it. 

No  raljirivity  in  hcftcld  in  Jacob, 

Or  iroubic  Keen  in  Israel, 

The  l-,ord  find  is  with  him, 

And  the  rejoirin^  "f  kiti^s  is  among  them. 

For  tluTc  Ih  no  ^iiviniitiiKi  in  JeicoI), 

Neither  jn  there  any  twjrcery  in  Intrael : 

Noiv  niiiKl  it.  he  wiu]  of  Jafob  and  of  Igrael, 

What  xreiit,  thijij;^  Jiiith  God  wrought! 

Behold,  tilt'  pec>|tlL>  riHtlh  u^)  as  u  Honeys,, 

And  tiK  II  lion  doth  hr  lift  Iniiiself  up. 

And  Miiliik  Hiiiil  unto  Bjdaani,  Neither  curse  them  at  all, 
nor  ])I(-MM  I  hem  at  idl.  Hut  Bahtani  answered  and  said  unto 
Hidiik,  'Ptvid  not  I  thee,  sayin^tf,  AW  That  God  speuktlh,  that 
I  itniKt  do  f  And  Buluk  said  ntito  Bitkani,  Cimie,  1  pray 
tiler,  t  will  hriiiK  tliee  unto  another  place;  ppradventure  it 
Miill  pIciiKe  <Jod  that  lliou  mayest  eiirse  nie  tbem  from  thence. 

id    Bidnk    hi-onyht    Haliiain    unto   the   top   of    Peor,  that 

iketh  louard  the  desert.     And  Balaam  said  unto  Baluk, 
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Build  me  liere  seven  altars,  and  prepare  nie  here  seven 
bul1ock»  and  neven  rainni.  And  Baluk  did  iis  Biduani  had 
said,  Hud  offered  up  a  bullock  and  a  ram  on  every  altar. 
And  Baljunni  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  he  saw  Israel  abiding 
according  to  their  tribes ;  and  the  spirit  of  God  came  upon 
him.     And  be  touk  up  bis  parable,  and  said, 

Babiam  the  Ron  of  Bror  saith. 

And  the  man  whose  eye  is  closed  saitb  : 

He  fiaith,  who  hearcth  the  words  of  God, 

\Vho  seetb  the  vision  oF  the  Almighty, 

Fallen  down,  but  hiiving  las  eves  open  ; 

How  goodly  are  thy  tents,  O  Jacob, 

Thy  tabernacles,  O  Israel! 

As  valleys  are  they  spread  forth, 

As  ffardens  by  the  river  aide. 

As  trees  of  lign-ah)ea  which  God  hath  pluntedj 

As  cedars  besiik^  the  waters. 

Water  floweth  from  his  buckets, 

And  his  seed  hath  ample  water. 

He  hath  couched,  he  hath  laid  liim  down  as  n.  lion, 

And  MS  a  lioness  ;  who  slmll  rouse  him  up  ? 

Bb'ssed  he  he  that  hlespetli  thee, 

And  cursed  he  he  that  curseth  ihee. 

And  Balak's  an^er  was  kindled  ajjainst  Balaam,  and  he 
amote  his  hands  together  :  and  Bulak  sidd  unto  Balaam, 
I  called  thee  to  cui-se  mine  enemies,  and,  behold,  thou  hast 
altogetiicr  blessed  them  these  three  times.  Therefore  now 
fiee  thoii  to  thy  place:  I  tliougbt  to  promote  thee  unto  great 
honour;  but,  lo,  God  hath  kept  tliee  hack  from  honour. 
And  Balaam  said  unto  Balak,  Spake  I  not  also  to  thy 
messi-njiren!  whom  thou  sentest  unto  me,  sayuig,  If  Bulak 
would  give  me  his  liouse  full  of  silver  and  gold,  I  cannot 
go  beyond  the  word  of  God,  to  do  ettlier  good  or  bad  of 
mine  own  mind ;  but  what  God  aaitb,  that  will  I  speak  ? 
And  now,  behold,  I  go  unto  my  people  :  come,  and  I  will 
advertise  thee  what  this  j>eople  shall  do  to  thy  people 
in  tlie  latter  ilays.  And  he  took  up  his  parable,  and 
said, 

Balaam  the  son  of  Beor  saith, 

And  the  man  whose  eye  is  closed  saitb : 

He  saitb,  who  hearelh  the  woi-ds  of  God, 

^Viid  kuuweth  the  knowledge  of  the  Most  High, 
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Who  aeetli  tlie  vision  of  the  Alniigrhty, 
Falleti  down,  hut  having  his  eyea  open  : 
I  8oe  Mm,  hut  not  now  : 
I  behold  him,  hvit  not  nigh; 
ThtTe  shall  conic  a  star  out  of  Jacob, 
Antl  a  sceptre  shall  rise  out  of  Israel, 
And  shall  smite  the  ti^niples  of  Moab, 
And  break  the  head  of  the  song  of  tumtilt. 
And  Edom  shall  be  a  possession, 
Seir  (ilso  shall  be  a  possession,  who  were  his  enemies ; 
And  Israel  shall  do  valiaiitly. 
And  Balaam  rose  up,  and  went  and  returned  to  his  dwelling 
place  :  and  Balak  also  went  his  way. 

Now  I  am  uot  writing  a  coniaientnry  to  the  Eihle,  and  therefore 

I  cannot  explain  all  the  liard  tliiii^a  uiid  words  in  this  story.  You 
may  note  first  that  Balimin  is  rejii-eserited  aig  a.  Hef\ani  find 
worshijiper  of  the  true  God.  He  makes  wae  nf  eflci-ifices  and 
offerings  according  to  the  custom  of  bis  time,  hut  he  is  dcterniiucd 
only  to  tell  Balok  whtut  he  is  hidden  to  tell  Iiiin  by  God.  What  he 
will  have  to  tell  liiai  he  does  uot  exactly  kaow.  He  speaks  hig 
speeches  like  «  man  in  a  dreani :    he  hecomee  the  iiiHtniment  of 

II  higher  power.  Hif^  oatward  eye  i&  'closed,'  but  his  inward  eye 
IB  '  open,'  BO  that  he  sees  '  the  vifiion  of  God/  The  npeeches  which 
have  beeu  put  into  hia  mouth  by  the  Ht'brew  atory-teller  were 
clearly  \rritten  at  a  time  of  national  confideuce,  prosperity,  ami 
strength.  Israel  lias  already  learnt  to  feel  its  pocnliur  position 
among  the  nations  of  the  wnrld.  It  is  not  quite  on  the  Fame  line 
with  them:  it  has — though  this  was  as  yet  scarcely  realized — 
other  hopee,  aapiratious,  ideals.  So  it  is  descrihi^d  aa  '  a  people 
that  dwella  alone,  and  does  not  reckon  itself  among  the  uutions.' 
From  this  pi-idc  of  ieolation  and  of  differeaoe,  there  will  hereafter 
Bpring  a  true  and  purer  humility,  and  out  of  the  sense  of  being 
a  ])eculiar  people,  there  will  grow  up  the  loftier  aud  gi-atider  idea 
of  not  being  a  people  at  all,  but  a  '  holy  eongregation,'  a  religious 
brotherhood,  the  bond  of  which  la  not  the  accident  of  rnce  but 
a  ctunmon  worship  and  a  common  faith. 

The  '  rejoieiijg  of  kinga '  nieaue  the  glad  rejoicings  and  jubilation 
which  is  offered  to  kings,  '  No  soixeiy  hi  Israel,'  &c.  This  prehahly 
means  that  no  attempt  at  sorcery,  such  ae  IJalakV,  baa  any  effect  upon 
Israel.  'Water  from  hia  buckets,'  means  that  his  land  is  well 
watered.  Israel  is  represented  as  a  man  who  carriea  two  pails  on 
either  side  of  him.  His  '  peed '  nieana  hia  produce  or  crops.  In  the 
third  speech  the  'he  '  referred  to  iu  the  lines  '  I  me  him,  but  not 
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now,'  &c.  ia  David,  who  conqiierrd  Mofib  anH  EHom  and  brought 
iJioat  tliat  Eilnte  of  luitioual  pride,  prospcnty,  and  cuiifidenoe 
reflected  im  ihe  wurIs  of  lltilaiiiii.  Xote  Gii»IIy  that  the  speeches 
of  Bala^tni  are  piintect  as  if  tliey  weix*  poetry.  He  indet'd  tliey  are. 
The  wonl  '  paralile  '  wniild  perhaps  he  IvctttT  rendered  by  'rlij"tlim.' 
There  is  rhythm  ia  Hebrew  poctiy,  though  there  are  no  fixed 
(oeaatircs  or  rhyme. 

f  35.  Although  the  main  mms  of  the  Hpbrewa  lived  west  of  the 
nver  JordHU,  some  of  thfltn  livfitl  uii  the  east  aidu  of  it  in  ijitids 
that  had  once  beIou[fed  to  Sihou  and  to  otht?r  Amorite  chitsftains. 
How  Uiis  happened  is  toLd  in  the  tbll>ijwin^  story. 

Now  the  children  of  Reuben  and  the  chihireii  of  Gad 
had  H  very  ^rezit  multitude  of  cattle  j  imd  they  c:tme  and 
spake  unto  Moses,  sayinj;.  The  land  on  this  side  of  Jordan  is 
a  land  for  cattle,  and  thy  servants  have  cattle.  And  they 
said.  If  we  have  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  let  this  land  he 
given  unto  thy  HtTvunts  i^or  a  possession ;  brin^  us  not  over 
Jordan,  And  Moses  said  imtn  the  chihlren  of  Gad  and  to 
the  children  of  Reuben,  Shall  your  brethren  go  to  the  war, 
and  shnll  ye  sit  here?  And  wherefore  discourage  ye  the 
heart  of  the  children  of  Israel  from  going  over  into  the  land 
which  God  hatli  given  them  ?  Tlius  diil  your  fathers,  M'hen 
I  sent  them  from  Kadesh-harnea  to  see  the  land.  For  when 
they  went  up  unto  the  valley  of  Esheol,  and  saw  the  land, 
they  discouraged  tlic  heart  of  the  chihlren  of  Israel,  that 
they  should  nut  go  into  the  land  which  God  had  given  them. 
And  G4>d'8  anger  was  kindled,  and  he  suare,  saying,  Surely 
none  of  the  men  that  came  up  out  of  Egypt,  fi*oin  twenty 
years  old  and  upward,  shaU  see  the  land  which  I  sware  unto 
Abraham,  untu  Isaac,  and  unto  Jacob;  because  they  have 
not  wholly  followed  nie  :  save  Caleb  the  son  of  Jcphunnch 
the  Keni/zite :  hecauiiie  he  has  wholly  followed  God.  And 
God's  anger  was  kindled  against  Israel,  and  he  made  them 
wander  to  and  fro  in  the  wilderncsa  forty  years,  imtil  all  the 
generation,  that  had  done  evil  in  tlie  sight  of  God,  was 
consumed.  And,  behold,  ye  are  risen  up  in  your  fathers' 
tttead,  an  increase  of  sinful  men. 

And  they  came  near  unto  him,  and  said,  We  will  build 
sheepfolda  here  for  our  cattle,  and  cities  for  our  little  ones: 
but  we  ourselves  will  go  ready  armed  before  the  children  of 
Isi-acI,  until  we  have  brought  them  unto  their  phice:  and  our 
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little  ones  shall  dwell  in  the  fenced  cities  hecaiise  of  the  in- 
habitiints  of  the  land.  We  will  not  return  unto  our  houBen, 
until  the  children  of  Israel  have  inherited  e\'ery  man  his 
inheritinicc.  For  wc  will  not  inherit  witli  them  on  the  other 
siile  Jurdiin ;  liccuuse  our  inheritatice  is  fallen  to  us  on  this 
side  Jordan  eastward.  And  M»»es  said  unto  them.  If  ye 
will  do  this  tiling;  if  yc  will  arm  yom-selves,  and  pass  over 
Jordiui,  nntil  tjjc  hind  be  subdued:  then  afterward  ye  shall 
return,  and  be  tfuiltless  towards  Israel;  and  this  land  shall 
be  your  possession.  But  if  ye  will  not  do  ao,  belujld^  ye  have 
sinned  ac^inst  (lod  :  and  be  sure  your  sin  will  find  you  out. 
Build  you  cities  for  yonr  little  oneSj  and  folds  for  your  sheep; 
and  do  that  which  hath  proceeded  out  of  your  mouth.  And 
the  children  of  (Sad  and  the  children  of  Reuben  spake  unto 
Moses,  saying,  Thy  servants  will  do  as  my  lord  eoniniandeth. 
Our  little  ones,  our  wives,  our  flocks,  and  all  our  cattle,  shall 
be  there  in  the  cities  of  Gilead :  but  thy  senants  w'ill  pitss 
over,  every  man  armed  for  war,  as  my  lord  saith. 

So  concerning  them  Moses  comuianded  Eleazar  the  priest, 
and  Joshua  the  son  of  Xun,  and  the  heads  of  the  fathers' 
houaea  of  the  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel.  And  Moses 
said  unto  them.  If  the  children  of  Gad  and  the  children  of 
Reuben  will  pass  with  you  over  Jordan,  every  man  armed  to 
battle,  and  the  hind  shall  be  subdued  bef<]re  you  ,  then  ye 
shall  give  them  the  land  of  Gilead  for  a  po.ssession  :  but  if 
they  will  not  pass  over  M'ith  you  armed,  they  shrill  have 
pusseasions  among  you  iu  the  land  of  Canaan.  And  the 
children  of  Gad  and  the  children  of  Kcuhen  answered, 
saying,  As  thou  hast  said  unto  thy  servants,  so  will  we  do. 
We  will  pass  over  armed  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  in  order 
that  our  inheritance  may  remain  for  us  beyond  Jordan. 

§  36.  We  hnvp  now  come  to  the  Ijist  grent  event  hefore  the  entry 
into  Ciiuaaii — tht)  dcalh  of  Mosea.  But  before  wo  Jieitr  the  story 
of  it,  we  riuifit  Lear  more  from  the  long  Hetruspect  whirh  Mobes 
made  to  his  people  on  the  eve  of  his  owo  deatli.  You  will 
reuteadier  that  that  Ketrtispect  ushei"s  in  a  collection  of  laws, 
about  which,  wlien  we  have  fuiislied  the  history  up  ti>  the  dcalli  of, 
Mosen,  I  »hiill  rIso  have  somcthiup  to  say.  Parts  of  the  Reti-ospectl 
we  have  henril  already  :  other  pi«rte  of  it  we  are  now  to  hear. 

These  are  the  words  which  Moaes  spake  unto  all  Israel. 
These  arc  the  comuiandmentu  and  the  stiitutes  and  theJ 
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jucljsetneiits  which  the  LonI  your  God  comRinnded  mc  tu 
teiicti  yuu  that  ye  might  do  them  in  the  land  whither  ye  go  to 
jMisH'ss  it :  that  thjm  miji^htfst  U'nr  th**  Lord  thy  Ciixl,  to  kif  [> 
all  iuK  statutes  and  his  conimandnients  whic'h  I  conmiand 
thee,  thou  ami  thy  son  and  thy  8on*8  son,  all  the  days  of  thy 
life;  und  that  thy  days  niuy  be  prulonged.  Hear  therefore, 
O  Israel,  mid  observe  to  do  it ;  tliat  it  may  be  well  with  thee, 
and  that  ye  may  itH're:iHe  niightilv,  an  (jod  hath  pmmiHed 
thee,  in  the  land  that  flciweth  with  milk  and  honey. 

Hear,  O  Isniel:  the  Ixird  our  God,  the  Ix>rd  is  one.  And 
thou  shall  love  the  Lurd  thy  Uod  with  all  thine  heart,  tmd 
with  iill  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  might.  And  tliese  words, 
uiiich  I  coinniiand  Ihee  this  flay,  slut))  be  In  thine  heart;  Jind 
thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children,  and  shalt 
tJilk  of  them  when  thou  sittest  in  thine  huuse,  and  when 
thou  wulkest  by  the  wuv,  und  when  thou  Itcst  down,  mid 
wheu  thou  riscst  up.  And  thou  shalt  hijid  them  for  a  si^n 
upon  thine  hand,  and  they  shall  he  as  fi-ontlets  between  thine 
eves-  And  thou  sludt  write  thetn  upon  the  door  po8t«  of 
thy  house,  and  on  thy  gjites. 

And  it  shall  be,  when  the  Lord  thy  God  shall  have  bn)ught 
thee  ieito  the  hiiid  whirli  besware  unto  tliy  fat!ier8,to  Abrulmni, 
to  Isaac,  and  to  Jacob,  tt)  give  thee;  great  and  goodly  cities, 
■which  thou  hinldedst  not,  and  houses  full  of  all  good  things, 
which  thou  (illcdst  not,  and  weils  digged,  whiuli  thou  diggedst 
not,  vineyarda  and  olive  trees,  which  thou  plantedst  not,  and 
thou  shalt  eat  and  be  full ;  then  beware  lest  thou  forget  God 
who  brought  thee  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  the 
house  of  bondage.  Thou  shalt  fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  and 
serve  him  and  shidt  swear  by  his  name.  Ve  shall  not  go 
after  other  gods,  of  the  gods  oE  the  peoples  who  are  round 
about  you. 

Ye  shall  diligently  keep  the  commandments  of  the  Lord 
your  God,  and  his  testimonies,  and  his  statute's,  which  he 
luitli  cuuHuanded  thee.  And  tliou  shalt  do  that  which  is 
right  and  good  in  the  sight  of  (lod :  that  it  may  he  well  with 
thee,  iuhI  that  thou  maycst  go  in  and  possess  the  good  laud 
which  God  promised  unto  thy  fathers. 

When  thy  son  aaketh  thfe  in  time  to  come,  saying,  What 
mean  the  testimonies,  and  the  statutes,  and  the  judgements, 
which  the  Lord  our  God  hiith  commanded  you  ?  then  thou 
ahidt  say  unto  thy  son.  We  were  Pharaoh's   bondmen  iu 
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Egyi)t;  and  Gnd  brought  us  out  of  Epjpt  with  a  mighty 
hand :  and  Go<i  slien^^ed  si^s  and  wonders,  great  and  sore, 
upon  Egypt,  upon  Pharaoh,  and  upon  all  his  household, 
before  our  eyes :  iirid  he  broiij^'ht  us  out  from  the  nee,  that  he 
might  hring  U3  in,  to  give  us  the  land  which  he  aware  unto 
our  fatliers.  And  Gad  roininfiiidefi  us  to  do  all  these  utiitutes, 
to  fear  the  Lord  our  God,  for  our  good  always,  that  he  might 
preserve  us  alive,  as  it  is  at  this  day.  And  it  shall  be 
righteousness  unto  us,  if  we  obser^'c  to  do  all  tljcse  coni- 
niandmeiits  before  the  Lord  our  God,  as  he  hath  coniiuaiided 
Its, 

Thou  art  an  holy  people  unto  the  Lord  thy  God :  the  Lord 
thy  God  hath  chosen  thee  to  be  a  peculiar  people  unto  him- 
self from  Eimong  uU  peoples  that  are  upou  the  face  of  the 
earth.  God  did  not  set  his  love  upon  you,  imr  cbooae  you, 
because  ye  were  more  in  nutnlipr  tliiiit  any  people;  for  ye 
were  the  fewest  of  all  peoples :  but  because  God  loved  you, 
uiid  because  he  would  keep  the  oath  which  he  bad  Rworn 
unto  your  fathers,  hath  God  hrotight  you  out  T^ith  a  mighty 
band,  and  rwleeined  you  out  of  the  Louse  of  bondage,  from 
the  hand  of  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt.  Know  therefore  that 
the  Loitl  thy  God,  he  is  God ;  the  fajtljful  God,  who  keepeth 
eoveiuuit  uiid  mercy  with  thetn  that  love  him  and  keep  his 
commandintnts  to  a  thousand  generations.  Thou  slialt 
therefore  keep  the  coninKuidnients  and  the  statutes  and 
the  judgements  which  I  command  thee  this  day  to  do  them, 
that  ye  nay  live,  and  multiply,  and  go  in  and  possess  the 
laud  ii'hich  God  sivare  unto  your  fathers. 

And  thou  shall  remeauher  all  the  way  which  the  Lord 
thy  God  led  thee  these  forty  years  in  the  wilderness,  to 
humble  thee,  to  ])rove  thee,  and  to  know  what  was  in  thine 
heart,  whether  thou  woulck'St  keep  his  couimiiinlmcnts,  or 
HO.  And  he  humbled  thee,  and  suffered  thee  to  hunger,  and 
fed  thee  with  manna,  which  tliou  knewest  not,  neither  did 
thy  fatiicrs  know ;  that  lie  might  make  thee  know  that  man 
doth  not  live  by  bread  only,  but  by  every  thing  that  pro- 
ceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God  doth  ]uan  live.  Thy 
raiment  waxed  not  old  upou  thee,  neither  did  thy  foot  swell, 
these  forty  years.  Thou  siialt  also  consider  in  thine  heart, 
that,  as  a  man  chasteneth  bis  son,  so  the  Lord  thy  God 
chnsteneth  thee.  Therefore  thou  slialt  keep  the  connnand- 
ments  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to  fear 
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lim.  For  the  Lord  thy  God  bringeth  thee  into  a  pwd  land, 
a  land  of  brooks  of  water,  of  fountains  and  deptiis  that  spring 
out  in  vfilley  and  hill;  a.  hind  of  wheiit  nnd  bzirlt'V,  and  vinen 
ami  fijf  trees  and  pnnu'^raniitps  ;  a  hind  of  oil  olivt*  and  honev  j 
a  lantf  wherein  thou  shalt  eat  bread  \vithont  scarceness,  thou 
shalt  not  hick  any  thinj*^  in  it;  a  hnid  w^hose  stones  arc  iron, 
and  out  of  whoiie  hill»  thou  mjiyest  dif;  brass. 

When  thou  hast  eaten  and  art  full,  then  thou  shalt  bless 
the  Lord  tliy  God  for  the  goncl  laud  wliich  he  hath  given 
thee.  Beware  lest  thon  fori,fet  the  Lord  thy  (.JikI,  in  not 
keeping  his  commandments,  and  his  jud_^enientR,  and  his 
statutes,  u'hich  I  coniniund  thee  this  day :  lest  when  thou 
hast  eaten  and  art  full,  and  Iiast  built  ji;ootlty  houses,  and 
dwelt  therein  J  and  when  thy  herds  and  thy  flocks  niidtiply, 
and  thy  sileer  and  thy  guU]  is  multiplied,  and  all  that  thou 
hast  is  multiplied ;  then  thine  heart  be  lifted  up,  and  thou 
forget  the  Lord  thy  God,  who  brought  thee  forth  out  of  the 
land  of  Kgypt,  from  the  house  of  hondaife;  who  bnm^ht  thee 
forth  water  out  of  the  rock  of  flint;  who  fed  thee  in  the 
wilderness  witli  manna,  which  thy  fathers  knew  not,  that 
he  might  bumble  thee,  and  that  hf  iniglit  prove  thee,  to  do 
thee  good  in  days  to  come:  and  thou  say  in  thine  heart,  My 
power  and  the  niijcht  of  mine  hand  hath  gotten  nie  this 
wealth.  But  tlK>u  shalt  remember  the  Lord  thy  God,  for  it 
is  he  that  giveth  thee  power  to  get  wealtii;  that  he  may 
establish  his  covenant  which  he  sware  unto  thy  fathers,  as  it 
is  this  day.  Aud  it  shall  be,  if  thou  do  at  all  forget  the  Lord 
thy  God,  and  walk  after  otiier  gods,  and  serve  them,  and 
worship  them,  I  teRtify  against  you  tins  day  that  ye  shall 
surely  perish.  As  the  nations  which  God  destroyeth  liefore 
you,  so  shall  ye  perish ;  because  ye  would  not  be  obedient 
unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord  your  God. 

Hear,  O  Israel:  thou  art  to  pass  over  Jordan  this  day,  to 
go  in  to  possess  nations  greater  and  miglitier  than  thyself. 
Speak  not  thou  in  thine  heart,  after  that  the  Lord  thy  God 
hath  cast  thetn  out  from  before  thee,  saying,  For  my 
righteuiisEiess  hath  God  brought  me  in  to  possess  this  land  : 
but  for  the  wickedness  of  these  nations  God  doth  drive  them 
out  from  before  thee.  Not  for  thy  righteousness,  or  for  the 
npriglitness  of  thine  heart,  dost  thou  go  to  possess  their  land: 
but  for  the  wickedness  of  these  nations  tfie  Lord  thy  God 
doth  drive  thcui  out  from  before   thee,  and  that  he  may 
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perform  the  word  which  God  sware  unto  thy  Fathers,  Abrahftin, 
IsaaCj  ami  Jacoh.  Understand  therefore,  that  the  Lord  thy 
God  g^veth  thee  not  this  good  hiiid  Ut  possess  it  for  thy 
rigiiteousncss  ;  for  thou  art  a  stiffneeked  people.  llenienii»er 
and  forget  not,  how  thou  piuvokedst  the  Lord  thy  God  to 
wrath  in  the  wilderness:  from  tlie  day  that  tlu)U  didst  depart 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  until  ye  eanie  unto  this  place,  ye 
have  I>een  rebellious  against  God. 

And  now,  Isniel,  uhut  doth  the  Lord  thy  God  require  of 
thee,  but  to  fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  walk  in  all  his  ways, 
and  to  love  lum,  and  to  serve  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart  and  with  all  thy  soul,  to  keep  the  commandnienta  of 
God,  :ind  his  stjitutes,  which  I  command  thee  tliis  day  for 
thy  good  ?  Behold,  the  jieaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavens 
is  the  Lord's  thy  God,  the  earth  also,  with  all  that  thereiji  is. 
Oidy  God  had  a  delight  lu  thy  fathers  to  love  them,  and  he 
chose  their  seed  after  them,  even  you  out  of  all  peoples,  as  it 
is  this  day.  Make  you,  therefore,  a  new  heart,  and  be  no 
more  stilfiiecked.  Fur  the  Lord  your  God,  he  is  Lord  of 
lords,  the  great  God,  the  mighty,  and  the  terrible,  who 
rt'gardeth  not  persons,  nor  taketh  re^vard.  He  dnth  execute 
the  judgement  of  the  fatherless  and  widow,  and  loveth  the 
stranger,  in  giving  him  food  and  raiment.  Love  ye  therefore 
the  stranger:  for  ye  were  strangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt. 

Thoushalt  fear  the  Lord  thy  God;  liiin  shalt  thou  serve; 
ajid  to  him  shalt  thou  eleave^  and  swear  by  his  name.  He 
is  thy  praise,  and  he  is  thy  God,  that  hath  done  for  thee 
these  great  and  terrible  things,  whieli  thine  eyes  have  seen. 
Thy  fathers  went  down  into  Egjpt  with  tlirecseore  and  ten 
persons ;  and  now  the  Lord  thy  (iod  hath  made  thee  as  the 
stars  of  heaven  for  multitude.  Therefore  thou  shalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God,  and  keep  his  charge,  and  his  statutes,  and  his 
judgements,  and  his  connnandments.  alway. 

And  it  shall  conie  to  puss,  if  ye  shiill  hearken  diligently 
unto  my  connnandments  which  I  connnand  vou  this  day,  Ut 
I'our  God.  atid  to  serve  him  with  all  vour  heart 
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and  with  all  your  soul,  that  I  will  give  the  rain  of  your  land 
in  its  due  seitson,  the  first  rain  and  the  latter  rain,  that  thou 
mayest  gather  in  thy  corn,  and  thy  wine,  and  thine  oil.  And 
I  will  give  grass  in  thy  fields  for  thy  cattle,  that  th(m  mayest 
eat  iind  be  full.  Take  heed  to  yourselves,  that  your  heart  be 
uot  deceived,  and  ye  turn  aside,  and  serve  other  gods,  and 
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worship  theiu ;  and  then  (lod's  wrath  be  kindled  a^nst  you, 
and  he  shut  up  the  heaven,  that  there  be  no  rain,  and  that 
the  land  yield  not  her  fniit ;  ami  lest  ye  perish  (|uickly  from 
oR  the  fi^ootl  land  which  Uud  loveth  vuu,  Tfaervfun'  shall  ye 
lay  up  these  my  words  in  ytmr  heart  and  in  your  ttoul ;  and  ye 
ahall  bin<)  them  for  a  sign  ujKin  your  hand,  and  they  shall  be 
as  frontlets  between  your  ej-es.  And  ye  shall  teach  them  your 
children,  talkinsc  of  (hem,  when  thou  sittest  in  thine  house, 
Bud  when  thou  walkest  bv  the  wav,  and  when  thou  liest 
doMu,  and  when  thou  risest  up.  And  thou  tthalt  write  them 
upon  the  door  ]>ost^  of  thine  house,  and  uikui  thy  ^te»  :  tliat 
yowr  days  may  be  multiplied,  and  the  days  of  your  childreuj 
upon  the  Lmd  which  Uod  swarc  unto  your  fathers  to  give 
them,  us  the  da\'S  of  the  heavens  above  the  earth. 

This  day  the  I.<onl  thy  God  hath  roinman^letl  thee  lo  do 
these  statutes  and  judt^-ments:  thou  shall  therefore  keep 
and  do  them  with  all  thine  heart,  and  with  nil  thy  soul. 
Thou  hast  declared  that  thou  wouldest  walk  in  his  ways,  and 
keep  his  statutes,  and  his  commandments,  and  his  judjfe- 
Hieuts,  and  hearken  unto  his  voice :  luid  CJod  hutli  declared 
thee  to  be  his  peculiar  people,  as  he  hath  promised  thee ; 
and  to  make  thee  for  a  praise,  and  for  a  name,  and  for  an 
honour;  and  that  thou  mayest  be  an  holy  people  unto  the 
XiOrd  thy  God,  iis  he  hath  spoken. 

Behold,  1  sL't  before  you  this  day  a  blc8siii(f  and  a  curse; 
a  blessing,  if  ye  obey  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  your 
God,  which  1  command  you  this  day  :  and  a  cnrse,  if  ye  will 
not  obey  the  eonimandinents  of  the  Lord  your  God,  but  turn 
aside  out  of  the  way  which  1  command  you  this  day,  to  go 
after  other  gods,  which  ye  have  not  known. 

Moses  then  pri>ceei1s  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  blessiugs 

ATifl  the  Piirscfi,  iti  other  word?,  tho  rewards  tiiid  the  pimishnioiitB, 
which  will  hetall  the  Hebrews  a<;conhiig  rh  tlipy  keep  nr  an  they 
forsake  God's  teacliing  aud  kws.  Amnnj^  thi!  punishnH-iitH  in 
exile,  the  expuli^iou  fruiii  Caiumu  by  foreign  eiit'mit'S  tiuj  the 
forced  settlement  in  alien  lanrln.  Hut  hycBuse  God's  umroy  19 
greater  and  atronger  and  more  lasting  than  liift  anger,  tlioujfh 
anger  iu  God  is  only  another  word  for  jiistire,  Morea  goei  on  tc  say : 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  all  these  things  are  come 
upon  thee_.  the  blessing  and  the  curse,  which  1  have  set  before 
thee,  and  thou  ahalt  call  them  to  mind  among  all  the  natious, 
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whither  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  driven  thee,  and  shalt  return 
unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  shalt  obey  his  voice  according 
to  all  that  I  coiiimund  thee  this  day.,  thou  und  thy  children, 
with  all  thine  Iieart,  and  with  all  thy  soul;  tliat  then  the 
Lord  thy  God  will  have  compasBtoTi  upon  thee,  and  will 
return  and  gather  thee  from  all  the  peoples,  whither  the 
Lord  thy  God  hatli  scattered  thee.  If  any  of  thine  be 
driven  out  utito  the  outmost  parts  of  heaven,  fnnn  thence 
will  the  Lord  thy  God  gather  thee,  and  Fnnn  thence  will 
he  fetch  thee :  and  the  Lord  tiiy  God  will  bring  thee  int«  the 
hind  which  thy  fathers  possessed,  and  thou  shalt  possess  it; 
and  he  will  do  thee  good^and  multiply  thee  above  thy  fathtra. 
And  the  Lord  thv  God  will  give  tiice  a  new  heart,  to  love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
that  thou  niajest  live.  And  thou  shalt  return  and  obey  the 
V'oice  (if  God,  and  do  all  his  commandments  which  I  command 
thee  this  day.  And  the  Lord  thy  God  will  make  thee 
plenteous  in  every  work  of  thine  hinidj  in  the  fruit  of  thy 
body,  and  in  the  fruit  of  thy  cattle,  and  in  the  fruit  of 
thy  ground,  for  good  :  for  God  will  again  rejoice  over  thee 
for  good,  as  he  rejoiced  over  thy  fathers :  if  thou  shalt 
hearken  unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  keep  his 
connuandnients  and  his  statutes  which  are  written  in  thia 
book  of  the  law  ;  if  tlum  turn  unto  the  Lord  tliy  God  with 
all  thine  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul. 

For  this  commandment  which  I  command  thee  this  day, 
it  is  not  too  hard  for  thee,  neither  is  it  far  off.  It  is  not 
in  heaven,  that  thou  shouldcst  say.  Who  shall  go  up  for 
us  to  heaven,  and  bring  it  unto  u&,  that  we  may  hear 
it,  and  do  it  ?  Neither  is  it  beyond  the  sea,  that  thou 
shoiUdcBt  say.  Who  shall  go  over  the  eea  for  us,  and  bring 
it  unto  UH,  that  we  may  hear  it,  and  do  it?  But  the  word 
is  very  nigh  unto  thee,  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart,  that 
thou  niayest  do  it. 

See,  1  have  set  before  thee  this  day  life  and  good,  and 
death  and  evil ;  in  that  f  command  thee  this  day  to  love  the 
Lord  thy  God,  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to  keep  his  conunand- 
ments  and  his  statutes  and  his  judgemeibts,  that  thou  inayest 
live  and  multiply,  and  that  the  Lord  tliy  God  m»y  bless  thee 
in  the  land  whither  thou  goest  to  possess  it.  But  if  thine 
heart  turn  away  so  that  thou  wilt  not  hear,  but  shalt  be 
drawn   uwuy,   uiid   worship   other  gods,    and    serve   them ; 
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I  denounce  unto  you  this  day,  that  ye  shall  Rurely  iK-rish, 
and  that  ye  shall  not  prolong  your  days  upon  the  land, 
whither  thou  passesl  over  Jordan  to  ^ii  to  ptjsscss  it.  I  call 
heaven  and  earth  to  nT(»rd  this  day  agaliiot  you,  that  I  have 
set  before  you  life  and  death,  hlewtiug  and  cursing; ;  therefore 
choose  life,  that  both  thou  and  thy  seed  may  live,  that 
thou  nmyest  love  the  Lord  thy  God  and  obey  his  voice,  and 
cleave  unto  him  :  fur  that  is  thy  Ufe,  and  the  leiij;lh  i»f  thy 
days  :  that  thou  inayest  duell  in  the  lau<I  which  (iixl  Hvvare 
unto  thy  fathers,  to  Abnthftui,  to  Isaac^  and  to  Jacob,  to 
give  them. 

The  opening  DiMical  eent^nceo  nf  tliis  long  section  are  very  well 
known  io  up  and  verj'  famous.  Tlit-y  have  Iicctime  the  vrati^hwords 
of  Judaijim.  '  Htar,  O  Isntet ;  the  Lord  our  God,  tlic  Lord  in  one. 
Aud  thou  shall  love  tlie  Lord  thy  God  with  nil  thy  heart  and  with 
all  tljy  Bold  and  with  all  thy  niighr..'  Tliese  wi>rd8  put  in  a  nutshell 
our  belief  in  God.  and  how,  acxording  tu  our  faith,  we  should  feel 
aud  act  towards  him.  There  is  one  God:  that  ono  God  is  oue: 
him  mu^t  wa  love  wiih  all  our  lieart  iitid  &oul  uiiJ  miglit :  that,  as 
regards  God,  is  tho  religion  of  .Judaism. 

Now  as  I  am  not  writing  fitlier  commentary  or  BermoiiB,  T  ehall 
not  say  more  ahnnt  thene  fu]idamental  wordn  on  this  occasion. 
Gradually,  as  you  j^robubly  ahvady  kaow,  they  hccaaie  more  and 
more  im|iortaut  iu  the  eyes  of  our  uucebtora,  and  the  SheJiia  (bo 
called  from  tlie  first  Hubrew  word  of  tho  par»grai>h.  and  cxtcudiag 
fnrai  *  Uenr,  O  Isniel '  to  '  upon  thy  gates ')  bus  beoii  fur  mwny  ages 
the  first  bit  of  the  Rible  which  JowiHh  tJiildrcn  have  learnt  to  say 
and  to  read,  just  as  it  has  for  many  sges  formed  tJio  confeasion  of 
fHtth  aniung  all  members  of  tht;  religious  hrutherbuDd  of  Judui^m. 
By  the  Sbeiiia  Jews  learnt  to  live,  and  for  tbo  Kliema  they  were 
prejiared  to  die.  If  a  man  heartily  accei)tK  the  opening  words  of 
the  Sbemu,  and  gives  to  theiu  the  aauit  interprctatitiii  wbl<:h  Judaism 
gives  to  them,  be  is  not  far  from  tbe  gates  of  Judiui>m,  though  he 
may  call  himself  by  auotlier  naine  tlian  Jew. 

'And  thou  6fia!t  love  the  Lord  thy  God.'  Can  love,  it  may  be 
asked,  he  commanded?  To  be  real  or  worthy,  must  it  not  be 
BpontaneousT  The  answer  is  that  tho  principles  of  religion  are 
usually  put  in  the  Bible  in  the  form  ul  commands.  We  should 
now  say  the  best  tiud  highest  attitude  of  man  to  God  it*  that  of  love. 
The  IJihIical  wnter  said  more  amply  *  Tbon  f.halt  love  God.'  The 
principle  is  realizable,  and  tbtrefore  it  can  be  put  in  the  imperative 
nu>od. 

*  With  all  thy  heart  and  with  all  thy  6oul  and  with  all  thy 
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iiiiphh'  Would  not  'with  fill  tliy  liftiirt' be  enough  1  PerhapR  it 
might  iiave  been,  hut  the  triple  i^hras^e  increases  the  t-ninhasiii. 
We  are  to  love  God  with  every  faculty  and  tlii-ouf;!)  uU  the  many 
sitVs  oi  lii'e.  Feeling  will  not  nloiie  siiflkc  ;  we  iiwd  ulso  will,  and 
will  dooH  not  ainne  Biiffice.  hut  it  niuet  l>e  truuslated  into  lieed.  So 
for  heart  and  soul  and  might,  we  mny  substitute,  with  i'eHliiig,  with 
will,  aud  witli  deed.  It  must  above  oil  be  u  real,  Inward  love;  nut 
au  outward  love  of  worda  and  symbolii  and  profieasiotis  and  show. 

'And  these  woi-ds  which  1  cotntuand  thee  shull  he  upon  thy 
hpart'  Thffse  wnrds:  namely  the  words  from  'Hear,  O  leiael' 
down  to  '  wirh  all  thy  mi^ht.' 

'  UjioD  thine  heart.'  Not  of  course  Ittemlly,  any  more  than 
when  it  says  Ifilcr  on  *ye  shall  l«y  up  these  my  woria  in  your 
heart  and  in  your  pouI,'  or  where  it  is  eisewhere^  Buid  of  God, 
'I  will  put  my  teaching  in  their  iuwaid  parts  and  write  it  in 
their  hejirts.'  The  expreaeiou  in  tfach  case  is  to  he  taken  meta- 
phorically. Tile  words  must  not  Ijc  a  mere  outward  formula,  to  be 
leoriiod  by  ht-art,  and  if  oheye'l  at  all,  obeyed  mechaincuUy.  We 
mu.it  trj'  to  niiike  them  tho  very  law  of  oui-  beings  part  and  parcel 
of  our  inmost  selves. 

Next  to  trj'ing  to  make  the  love  of  God  the  loadstar  and  guiding 
principle  of  uur  Uvea  is  put  the  duty  of  teachinju;  our  raliyion  to  our 
chJlilren.  For  clearly  upon  our  doiujr  this,  to  tlic  best  of  our  know- 
ledge and  ability,  the  Future  of  JiiiSaiMm  depeiids,  One  getieratiiiU 
may  worship  Gml  nnd  love  him,  but  if  the  neict  freneratinn  be  nut 
taught  and  tjained  to  do  so,  did,  Immuuly  speaking,  will  be  for- 
gutleii  and  the  luve  of  him  will  dis'ippear. 

'  Arid  thou  shalt  hind  them  fl^r  a  sign  upon  thine  hand,  and  they 
ph.'iU  be  aH  frnntlets  between  thine  eyes.  And  thou  phalt  write 
thi-ni  upon  tlie  door  posla  of  thy  houee,  and  upon  thy  gates."  These 
uIhj  are  metaphorical  expressiona.  You  will  reuieinber  in  the 
luw  of  the  Passover  how  it  said:  'And  it  ehall  be  (o  Ihee  for 
a  Mgn  u]H>n  ihiuc  hand,  and  aa  frontlets  (or  tablets)  between  thine 
eyes.'  The  two  pasflages,  written  if  not  by  the  anme  author,  at  all 
events  about  the  same  time,  must  bo  exjdaincd  in  one  and  llie  same 
way.  They  are  a  pictorial  way  of  saying  how  eonstant  thould 
l»e  our  thoujfht,  how  earnest  our  observance,  of  these  rumlarapntal 
commandnientB.  The  writer  of  tlie  Shema  is  so  emphatic  and  so 
insiiftent  lliut  he  passes  from  the  most  iuward  metnphor  he  can 
think  of  to  the  moat  outward,  as  if  he  wiahed  to  include  all  the 
restjiircoH  of  language.  The  unity  aud  the  love  of  God  are  tn  be 
as  perpetually  in  our  minds  m  if  we  paw  tlieni  pprpetually  written 
uj*  beffyre  our  eyes.  They  are  as  constantly  to  determine  our 
motives  aud  our  autioua  as  if  they  had  been  'put'  or  'graven' 
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upon  our  hearta.  You  n-iU  i-emember  how  Qtieen  Ifary  of  England 
aaid  uf  luT  uwii  lieart  tln\t  tbe  woitl  Cwluis  would  lie  fouud  graven 
u|itia  it.  So  tbe  Wisw  Tcjjclier  bujs  Id  Wia  disctples:  'Keep  my 
oomiiifttidtTii'nts  dnd  live,  mid  my  tpuchiiig  e.%  the  &\-i\Ae  of  thine 
py«.  Bind  tliem  nii*m  thy  rniperf',  rvrit*  thpin  iipnn  the  tjihlet  of 
thine  htait.'  And  a.sniii:  'My  s«u,  kee[>  thy  father's  cammand- 
ineiit,  aud  j'orsttke  nut.  the  tciichin;;  of  ihy  niothi^r.  Bind  them 
eoiitiiiuully  ujjoa  thine  honit,  and  tin  them  Hbout  thy  iioek.'  And 
ngftin :  '  tiHt  net  hivi-  and  KdeUty  fnrRake  thee:  hind  them  about 
thy  imck :  write  them  njiou  tha  tfil)l*'t  of  thy  heart.'  In  later 
times  llie  Jews  took  the  norda  of  the  Shema  iittrally,  nnd  many 
Jl'Ws  tu  this  diiy  write  uoi  uiily  the  Sheuia  hut  three  other  BJiort 
passages  from  the  Bihte  on'^malt  Krrolls  of  paper,  insert  the  neroll 
in  littio  cyhndrit-jil  cijjgulefl.  and  fix  them  upon  nli  the  doors  of 
their  house!*.  Others  bind  nquitre  cnpsult-s  :it  eertuiu  times  upon 
their  hands  and  forebeada,  but  these  (juaint  custuma  (whetht-r 
rightly  or  wrongly  Is  a  matter  uf  wutroversy)  aru  now  giudually 
dying  out. 

You  will  hnve  noticed  thnt  the  Jews  are  threatened  with  exile 
as  a  nnirk  of  (JikI'b  difipleasiire  aiid  mb  b  method  of  punit-hnieiit, 
wherejvs  their  return  into  their  own  country  ie  tti  he  ti  eijj:iml  of 
Qud's  grace  and  of  his  forgiveness.  When  theee  words  were  wiilten, 
the  Jews  were  retdly  a  nation,  like  the  Dutcli  or  the  Diinen  to-day. 
During  the  exiateuoe  of  the  great  empires  of  Assyria  and  BahyUm,  it 
waa  the  custom  of  the  despotic  rulera  of  the^e  empirea  to  transpurt 
peoples  and  tribes,  which  li»d  irhrlled  agiiinst  thum,  or  wliivh  they 
hnd  conquered,  to  distant  pmvintes  of  the  empire,  far  from  their 
old  homes.  Could  there  he  a  more  terrible  puiiij-hment  for 
a  conquered  people?  Stippoae  the  Empettr  of  Kussia  went  io  war 
with  the  tiny  kiiiKdom  of  Denmark.  He  could  conquLT  it  very 
eaftily.  Kaney  now  if  he  trunHported  the  Danes  to  C'eutrul  Atiia. 
What  an  .iwtiil  (ate  this  wonld  be  for  tlie  nnforttinato  Danes. 
A  restoration  to  their  own  beloved  Deum/irk  wnuUl  aeein  to  liiem 
tlie  height  of  huiikan  blisg.  If  they  believed  that  Uod  had  used 
the  EnipLTor  of  Rutisia  »»  an  Instiumeiit  of  [mnishmeiit  fi)r  their 
aine,  thi-y  wonld  regard  their  restoration  to  Denmark  us  the  purest 
mark  of  the  Divine  forgiveness.  So  too  with  the  Jews.  They  also 
loved  their  country  aa  tlie  Danes  love  theira,  and  exile  aeenied  to 
them  the  most  dreadful  fate  which  could  befall  them.  If  that  exile 
weie  a  punishment,  then  the  itiark  or  signitl  uf  Ond's  purdon  must 
he  restoration.  So  when  the  .lewR  wer«  takeu  captive  to  liabylon, 
they  regarded  their  euhxet^ueut  restoration  to  Paleatiue  aa  the 
evidence  of  Qod's  forgivenest<.     And  bo  iudeed  it  was.     But  since 


that  restoration  gome  2.430  years  Iinve  passed  cway  and  the 
condition  of  the  Jpws  has  wholly  t-littUKt'd.  The  Jevrs  tire  iki  Iouj^t 
H  nation  but  a  leiigii-His  brotherluKiil :  tliey  fuim  piirt  uf  many 
lintiouB,  liut  thetuselv^B  form  none.  Atid  it'  their  second  exile  was 
once  regarded  as  a  punisliment,  it  is,  for  all  Jftwa  who  live  in 
WeBtem  Europe,  America,  luid  Aus-tralia,  a  pujiishnieiit  ni>  more. 
Yur  yiiu  and  me  tu  leave  our  hanics  iu  Eti^lHiid  wuuld  not  be 
restoration  Init  exile,  not  «  Hi^n  »jf  grnce,  Imt  a  mark  of  punish- 
nieiit.  Moreover,  we  hiive  nnw  leanit,  as  you  will  iintliTstnnd  better 
Iflter  on,  to  inoasure  liotli  OoJ'h  favour  and  bin  di^pleasiive  less  out- 
wardly than  WR8  either  advisable  or  possible  iu  ancient  times. 

But  tlioufjb  the  form  has  changed,  the  spirit  remuina.  RepentaDce 
of  siu  is  still  tbu  only  way  (we  may  and  must  most  firmly  iK-lieve)  to 
tecuie  Hie  pardon  of  (Jod,  and  if  we  tiy  to  ripint  ami  try  to  be 
good,  God  will,  as  it  were,  meet  ub  half  way.  iJid  you  notice  that 
in  one  place  it  said,  'miike  you  a  new  heart  and  be  no  more  stiff- 
necked,'  and  iu  unotlier  plate  it  said,  '  God  will  give  thee  a  new 
heart  iu  order  that  thou  ujayest  love  God  with  all  thine  heart  and 
with  all  thy  toul '  i  What  is  there  ordered  ap  a  command  is  heif 
promi-ied  as  a  gift..  Tn  the  Sheraa  it  Faya  :  Tiioii  nhnlt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  Here  it  &nya  God  will  give  a  new  lieart  m  oriltr 
that  such  love  may  be  poBsible.  It  is  not  a  real  coctiBdictiou, 
though  we  may  not  ever  be  able  to  solve  the  puzzle  quite  correelly, 
or  to  adju&t  to  a  nicety  the  reepective  parts  of  Grod  and  man  in 
hninau  fjoodness  and  achievement.  We  mnet  pray  to  God  to  help 
us,  and  we  may  be  Bure  he  will,  and  yet  we  must  also  strivo  to  be 
good  and  I0  love  God  with  all  our  heart,  as  if  both  lay  wholly 
within  our  power. 

'For  this  commandment  is  not  too  difficult  for  thee,  neither  is  it 
far  off.'  '  Thifi  cominaudmeut '  is  not  the  whole  collection  of  laws 
and  statntes  referred  to  in  the  preceding  sentence,  hut  the  funda- 
mental bid<ling  to  love  and  reverence  and  obey  God.  This  '  word ' 
la  neither  tuu  hard  uoi-  too  far  off.  The  love  of  God  is,  iu  one 
sense,  ae  the  crown  and  ^oal  of  religion,  very  hard,  but  on  the 
other  hand  it  is  within  the  reach  of  the  poui-est  and  tiie  hHuiblost. 
Above  all,  no  one  need  be  learned  or  olever  to  know  what  it  means, 
or  &till  better  to  fuel  what  it  means.  And  if  you  can  feci  it,  you  may 
be  Baid  to  knu'w  it.  The  veriest  clcdhopper  can  love  Gud  as  deeply 
aa  the  wisest  pliilosopher.  Thereiiore  in  this  seuse  the  love  of  God 
is  not  too  hard.  Ner  is  it  far  off.  For  when  it  lias  once  been 
eleai'ly  put  Lefuie  utt,  or  when  we  once  have  heard  and  read  about 
it  in  the  Eible,  we  realize  that  it  auswera  to  our  own  heart's  need. 
It  IB  no  sti-ange  and  couveutiuual  and  wayward  bidding,  but  one 
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th»t  is  very  near  tu  us :  that  toucbes  ub  close  nitd  t]uickeii8  ub 
Iteciily,  and  to  wliicli  we  respond  in  word  and  tlionpht  and  deed. 
Therefore  it  may  be  truly  eaid  thnt  the  love  of  (jod  is  very  uJKti 
iTintn  lis,  in  our  mouths  and  in  our  hearte,  that  we  may  do  it.  To 
Mo  the  love  of  God '  seems  a  atraiipe  jdirase,  but  if  the  phrase  Is 
un^fruiuiiiatical,  the  oieauiiig  is  ^ood  and  real.  For  it  meaug  to  livi; 
by  it,  iu  other  words,  to  let  nil  thai  we  du  bo  iu  accord  with  it. 

§  37.  Now  wc  come  at  last  to  the  beautiful  at^ry  which  tells  how 
UoeoB,  his  life's  work  duuu,  jmsoed  quiotly  awuy,  bruathitig  uut  his 
rsoul.  as  it  were,  into  the  cnre  of  Ood. 

And  Gcid  spake  unto  Moses,  saving,  GvX  tht*  up  into  tlijs 
mountain  of  Abarira,  unto  mount  Nelw,  whirb  la  in  the  land 
of  Moab,  that  is  over  against  Jerit-ho ;  and  behold  the  land 
of  Canaan,  which  I  give  unto  the  children  of  Israel  for 
a  possession:  and  die  in  the  mount  whither  thou  gocut  up. 
ftud  he  gatliercd  unto  tliy  people;  as  Aaron  thy  brother  died 
in  nioinit  Hor,  and  was  gathered  unto  his  people:  berauBC 
ye  trespassed  against  uie  among  the  children  of  Israel  at  the 
WAters  of  Meribali  of  Kadesh,  in  tlie  wilderness  of  Zin  : 
because  ye  sanctified  me  not  in  the  midst  of  the  children 
of  Israel.  Thou  slialt  see  tlie  laud  before  thee;  but  thou 
ehalt  not  go  thither  unto  the  land  which  I  give  the  children 
of  Israel. 

Ami  Moses  spake  unto  God,  sayinjf.  Let  the  Lord  God 
of  the  spirits  of  all  flesh,  appoint  a  man  over  the  congrega- 
tion, who  may  go  out  befoi'c  them,  and  who  may  anne  in 
before  tluim,  and  wIh>  may  lead  them  out,  and  who  nuty 
bring  them  in  •  tliat  the  coiigregation  of  God  be  not  as 
sheep  which  have  no  shepherd.  And  God  said  unto  Mosesj 
Take  thee  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  a  man  in  whom  is  the 
spirit,  and  lay  tbiiie  hand  upon  him;  and  set  liim  before 
Elcazar  the  priest,  and  before  all  the  congn-giition ;  and 
give  him  a  charge  in  their  sight.  And  thou  slialt  put  some 
of  thine  honour  upon  him,  that  all  the  congregation  of  tlie 
children  of  Israel  may  be  obedient.  And  Moses  did  as 
God  connnnndcd  him  :  and  he  took  Joshua,  and  set  liiin 
before  Eleazar  the  priest,  and  before  all  the  congregation : 
and  be  laid  his  bands  ujion  him,  and  gave  liim  a  charge,  its 
God  commanded  by  the  baud  of  Moses. 

In  the  Itetrospect  we  hear  that  Mofcs  besought  God,  but 
besought  him  iu  vain,  to  allow  him  to  cross  the  Jorduu.     God's 
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ways  are  not  ninu's  ways.  It  seemed  lo  Ciort  l>fttcr,  find  there- 
fore it  was  better,  that  MoFes  Rbnnld  die  licfnre  the  etitry  into 
t'anaftn.  Nor  did  Mosea  eomplaiii.  Id  reaif^natiou  aud  oWdlence 
he  recoil rik'd  himself  to  his  Bciiteiice,  iiiid  eubtnitt*d  wholly  and 
without  murmiiriijg  to  the  will  of  (Jud,  The  Kted  which  oiii-  inn-n 
hae  Bown,  siiotlier  will  renp.  Let  it  ButHce  him  to  posseEs  tJie  glad 
irouviciion  that  he  has  ecwn  tt. 

And  I  besoiiticht  God,  Baying,  O  Lord  God,  tlioti  hast 
bef{un  to  shew  thy  Kprvant  thy  ^eatness,  and  thy  mighty 
}iiind  :  for  w  ho  is  tliere  in  ht'aven  or  in  etirth,  that  can  do 
actordini^  to  thy  works,  mid  according  to  thy  inijtht  ? 
I  pray  tlice,  let  me  go  over,  and  sec  the  ^od  hind  that 
is  beyond  Jordnn,  those  g'oodly  mountiiinH,  aud  Lrhnnon. 
But  God  was  ivroth  ivith  nie  for  your  sakeSj  an<i  wonhl 
not  hear  me:  und  God  said  unto  nie.  Let  it  suffice  thee; 
apeak  no  more  unto  me  of  this  matter.  Get  thee  up  into 
the  top  of  Pisg:!di,  aud  lift  up  thine  eyes  westward,  and 
northward,  and  southward,  and  eastward,  and  heboid  it  with 
thine  eyes:  for  thou  shalt  not  go  over  this  Jordan.  But 
charge  Joshua,  and  encourage  him,  and  strengthen  bini  : 
for  he  shall  go  over  before  this  people,  and  he  shall  cause 
them  to  inherit  the  land  \('hich  tliou  shalt  see. 

And  Moses  sjiake  unto  all  Israel.  Ami  he  said  mito  them, 
T  am  an  hundred  and  twenty  years  old  this  day;  I  can  no 
more  go  out  and  come  in :  also  God  hatli  said  unto  mo. 
Thou  sbalt  not  go  over  this  Jordan.  Joshua,  he  shall  go 
over  before  thee,  aa  God  liatb  spoken.  Be  strong  ami  of 
a  go()d  courage,  fear  not,  nor  he  afraid  ;  for  the  L<»rd  thy 
God  will  not  fail  thee,  nor  forsake  thee.  And  Moses  called 
unto  Joshua,  and  said  unto  him  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel, 
Be  strong  and  of  a  good  courage :  for  thou  nmst  go  with 
this  people  into  the  hind  whicJi  God  hath  sivorn  unto  their 
fathers  lo  give  tlirm ;  and  thou  shult  cause  them  lo  inherit 
it.  And  (lod  will  be  uitb  thee,  he  will  not  fail  theCj  neither 
forsake  thee  :   fear  not,  neither  he  dismayed. 

And  Moses  went  up  from  the  plaiiia  of  Moab  unto  mount 
Ncho,  to  the  top  of  Pisgah,  that  is  over  against  Jericho. 
And  God  shewed  him  all  the  huid  of  Gilead,  unto  Dan; 
and  all  Naphtali,  and  the  land  of  Ephraim  and  Manasseh, 
an<]  all  the  land  of  Judah,  unto  the  western  sea  ;  and  the 
South,  and  the  PJaiii  of  the  valley  of  Jericho  the  city  of 
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puliii  trL'L'S,  uiitu  Zu:ir.  And  (iod  naicl  unto  liim.  This  ik 
ttir  laiul  which  I  swarc  unto  Abrahfuii,  nnto  Isaac,  and 
unto  Jacob,  saying,  I  will  give  it  unto  thy  seed :  1  have 
caused  thee  to  see  it  with  thine  eyes,  but  thou  shult  not 
go  over  thither. 

So  Muses  the  servtmt  of  God  died  there  in  the  land  of 
Moah,  ucrrording  to  the  word  of  God.  And  he  was  buried 
in  a  valley  in  the  land  of  Moab  over  against  Beth-peor ; 
hut  no  man  knoweth  of  his  sepulchre  unto  this  day.  And 
Moses  M'fls  an  hundred  and  twenty  years  old  when  hi- 
died:  his  eye  was  not  dim,  nor  liia  natural  furce  abated. 
And  the  rhihlren  of  Israel  wept  for  Moses  in  the  plains  of 
Moab  thirty  days :  so  the  days  of  weeping  and  mourning 
for  Mo&es  were  ended.  And  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  was 
full  of  the  spirit  of  nisdotu  :  and  the  children  of  Israel 
hearkened  unto  iilm,  and  did  as  God  coniinanded  Moses. 
But  there  hath  never  since  arisen  a  prophet  in  Israet  like 
unto  Moses,  whom  God  knew  face  to  face. 

Several  travellers  iu  modern  times  have  dimbecl  the  mountain 
chain  whicib  rista  up  from  the  plaiu  of  Moab.  The  wluile  chain  in 
the  *  Abarim,'  and  ol'  that  chain  one  portiuu,  tunv  calh+d  thw  i  id^e  ef 
Neha,  is  iu  all  probability  the  inouutaiu  from  tho  top  of  which 
Muses  survfved  the  Inod  beyond  the  Juritiin-  In  the  Uible  it  is 
flOnietiitics  called  ^leiaat  Pi&gah,  ond  sometimes  Mount  Nobo. 
Dr.  Triptram  aud  Dr.  George  Smith  both  say  thut  the  view  if 
magnificent  and  very  esU-nsive.  You  will  aec  the  site  of  tlie 
uiuuntain  on  a  good  mup.  It  lie?  due  east  of  the  northeru  enrl 
ijf  the  Dead  Sen, 

'No  iiiaa  knoweth  his  sepalclire.'  The  stoi^  is  nu  Indirecl 
protest  againet  that  phnse  of  idohitiy  wbich  conaiated  in  thi^ 
wcir&hip  of  the  spirils  of  the  dead.  Such  a  worship  was  epccinlly 
carrii'd  on  at  their  touibii,  Moaea  wa»  to  be  liuuouced,  it  litis  well 
been  Bwid,  not  at  his  ^rave,  but  in  hia  wcjrks.  God  knew  biiu,  the 
Biblti  tays,  face  to  fiice,  whi<;li  we  mny  take  to  uieau  thnt  ihc 
Hebrew  writerB  felt  that  the  MUiple  hat  yet  furidaiiient;d  tnitliK 
about  the  nature  of  God,  Vis  ouenem  and  hiii  justice  and  bi^  niecL-y. 
weie  fil'at  revaded  to  and  realized  by  Moses.  By  tJie  will  and 
through  (he  lielp  of  Goil  Myscs  created  the  people  of  Israel,  and  he 
is  therefure  the  Founder  of  Judaism. 


§  I.  I  Wii.i,  row  bring  together  nnd  quote  pome  of  fhoso  com- 
mandiueuta  siid  atatuteB  of  which  we  have  so  often  heard  in  the 
KetroBpec't.  But  I  ahull  not  only  quote  from  the  Rctro^ipett,  hut 
also  from  those  olber  books  of  the  BiUe  which  deal  with  llic  life 
land  tlie  legislation  nf  Mobcb. 

The  lawB  attributed  to  Muses,  and  put  into  his  mouth,  w*Te,  .ib 
I  have  already  told  you,  com|)iled  iit  different  periods.  Many  of 
them  were  framed  to  rauet  particiilHr  needs,  and  correepotulvd  to 
nnd  grew  out  of  partimilar  coiiJilioiia  of  society,  which  have  long 
since  paffiwi  nwaj.  They  are  therefore  nrvt  all  of  eqiml  vnlue. 
Some  of  them  nre  merely  social  custoiiiB  Uirneil  into  Ijiws,  auil  of 
theat)  legidizijii  custoiiiB  some  again  Beem  to  us,  who  live  in  other 
aud  ou  the  whole  more  civilized  times,  rather  Btninge  and  rude.  It 
is  a  remarkuhlc  fsict  tliat  Gnd  chose  to  reveal  tome  of  the  higheet 
ti-uths  about  himself  and  about  gooduees  to  a  people  whicli  was 
ueithcr  very  civilized  iiur  very  gentle.  He  chose  that  gold  should 
be  niiogled  with  irou,  puro  metal  with  alloy,  holh  in  their  laws  and 
in  their  writings.  I  cuiLiiot  explfiiii  why  he  did  tlii&.  I  can  merely 
record  the  fiu;t.  God  is  willed  in  the  Bible  the  Ooil  of  Tmth  as 
well  as  thp  (joti  ot  GoodneBH.  We  mui-t  he  as  truthful  in  nur 
judgement  of  the  Bible  as  in  our  judgement  of  any  other  book. 
Whatever  seeios  to  us  in  it  good  and  wise  and  hcautiful,  we  must 
thankfully  rcknowledge  to  be  m.  We  must  seek  for  the  very  best 
we  can  find  in  it,  and  cleaving  to  that,  make  the  Bible  its  own 
toucliBtoue  and  test.  We  niust  not  put  what  is  lese  good  in  it  on 
n  level  with  the  best.  We  do  not  exalt  the  lesa  good  by  doin^ 
that;  wi'  merely  degnule  the  ln^Bt.  And  we  are  Dot  acting  as  those 
should  act  who  worship  thii  Qod  of  Truth. 


§  3.  The  Rebrew  laws  embrace  a  great  variety  of  topks.  To 
the  ancit^ut  world  all  law  is  sacred  law,  and  so  a  law  about  the 
puiiifhment  to  he  indicted  on  a  thief  is  ae  much  a  saLTcd  law  as 
u  law  which  bids  men  'love  the  sti-nnger'  or'obsei-ve  the  Sabbath.' 
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"We  finfl,  therefore,  in  tho  Hebrew  codes,  liiwa  almtit  lanil,  about 
property,  alxiut  wnr,  »l»iiut  slavcR,  ahont  jtintice  and  so  on.  We 
Ijave  also  lawg  ahont  ceremonial  cuiittuns  which  had  heroine 
ft830ciatC4l  witli  rclij{ion,  tltou^h  njany  of  tlieni  had  ht»eu  adopU;*! 
outMde  or  were  quile  looet-ly  coiiiicctod  with  tliose  funda- 
ital  truths  about  goodness  and  God  which  make  up  Judaism, 
They  have  therefon*  in  many  cases  easily  »h"ttppHii  off;  witiiont  hanii 
^^  to  the  reliLtioii  itself,  Maity  of  the  laws  deal  with  satrificcs  and 
^m  Tvilh  the  regulation  of  the  Teniplv  at  JerusuU'jn.  SiicrifiL-es  have 
^K  ceased  to  )to  offered  ^ince  the  deslniction  of  this  Totnplu,  and  wu 
^BkliJ  be  perfectly  certaitir  that  peojile  will  no  more  go  Irnck  to  the  rite 
^vof  BScri^ceB  thiiti  they  will  go  back  to  the  beliof  that  the  fitin  goes 
^M  roaml  the  earth.  These  laws,  like  the  others  meutioned  liefuie,  are 
^B  therefore  obsolete.  They  are  of  InlercBt  to  those  wbuse  pleasure  or 
^m  business  it  ia  to  study  the  history  and  di?velopnioiit  of  reli^iuits 
~  ideas  and  cnstnma,  or  to  compfire.  e.g.,  the  agjnrian  and  penal  code  of 
one  uaticm  with  tlial  of  a)ic»ther.  They  have  no  pi'en-eut  religioii.i 
Worth  for  us  to-day.  Therefore,  for  my  puipose  in  this  book,  there 
are  only  two  kinds  of  liiws  which  are  of  rc4d  impurtntuT.  The 
firs't  kind  ccimiirises  the  laws  ■which  speak  of  those  relifjion.t  insti- 
tutions which  atill  remain  in  force  in  our  publii:  worship  to-day, 
though  pometJmes  in  nnodified  forms  and  with  a  different  intention. 
The  second  kind  coiupnses  those  simple  moral  laws  which  are  not 
merely  laws,  but  maxims  and  priucipIeB  of  morality. 

§  3.  I  will  deal  with  the  first  kind  fii-st :  the  public  religious 
ceremonieB  thiit  still  constitute  the  outward  wort'hjp  of  Judaie^m. 

Of  these  by  far  the  most  iinporfcant  has  already  heen  stjited  and 
di^cwBsed.  I  nieati  llie  Sabbath.  llfsiiU's  the  weekly  Sabbath 
there  are,  aa  you  know,  five  yearly  oeciisions  on  whicli  we  specially 
afiscnihle  in  symigo^ie  for  the  worship  of  God.  Thepe  five  yearly 
oeca-sious  are  the  Feasts  of  I*asaoverf. Pentateuch,  and  Tahcrnaclca, 
the  Day  of  Memorial,  and  the  Day  of  Atonement. 

The  fii-st  of  thene  feasts  I  hnve  already  dealt  with  But  for  the 
Bake  of  completeness  I  will  add  here  part  of  the  rule  for  its  obser- 
vance as  we  lind  it  in  the  KetroBpect. 

ObsiTve  the  month  of  Abib,  and  keep  the  pjissovcr  unto 
the  Lurd  thy  God :  for  in  the  month  of  Abib  the  Lord  thy 
God  brought  thee  forth  out  of  Eg-ypt  by  nigbt.  Thou  slialt 
CJvt  no  leavened  bread  ;  seven  days  shnlt  thou  eat  nuleavened 
bread,  even  the  bread  of  affliction  ;  for  thou  ctiinest  forth  out 
uf  the  land  of  Egypt  lii  baste:  that  tbou  mayeat  remember 
the  day  when  tbou  earnest  forth  out  of  Egiypt  all  the  days 
of  thy  life.     And  there  shall  be  no  leiivcn  seen  m  itb  tlM*e  in 


y- 


136 


THE    BIBLE    FOR    HOME    READING 


nil  thy  land  seven  days.  Six  dajin  sliiiH  thou  eat  inilearened 
breiid :  and  on  the  seventh  day  shall  be  a  solemn  assembly  to 
the  Lord  thy  (iod ;  thou  shall  do  no  work  therein. 

The  Feast  of  Wpeks.  tlie  Hecoiul  of  the  three  festivals  of  rejoiciuf?, 
hna  a  very  difiercnt  form  and  object  now  from  those  wbiL'b  it  had 
in  an'/knt  timts.  It  is  now  rcgardud  as  a  fwutivol  to  cmiimemorate 
tlie  givins;  '»f  the  Ten  Wurds.  Bui  oi ij-inally*  fliid  iiH  tlirongh  the 
IHliltrnl  peiiod,  nnd  for  Pome  time  after  it,  the  Feast  ol  Weeks  bad 
MotLing  to  do  with  the  Ten  Wunln.  It  waa  a  (jurcly  aijricuHurui 
festival  and  owed  ita  oi-igiu  to  agricultural  conditions  of  life.  In 
fai't  all  tlie  tbrce  great  fe&livals  of  rcjoii;i]i)|-  were  connected  with 
ftf-ricHltiire.  They  were  festivals  of  rojoieiiig  and  of  grfttitrde  to 
Ood  tlje  Giver.  Kvien  the  first  of  tlie  tiiree,  the  Pajwover,  lin«l 
its  ugriL'ulnirwl  side,  thungb  tliia  ^de  wiw  overslmduwed  by  its 
historicid  ciMUiL-xiou  and  reiiiiiiiscfiice.  The  pHssovtr  wa^  a  festival 
of  tiib  begiuuing  of  siininier,  which  tri  FitlL^tiiie  uirivcs  much  cuilier 
than  in  England.  It  wa*  ct^bliratcH  nt  ihe  time  when  'thou 
bi'ginnt'st  to  jjut  the  sirkle  to  the  ttiituling-  corn.'  Tlie  "  Htaiidiii^ 
com'  Irtc  spoken  of  is  harley.  The  harveyl  began  with  bailey 
mid  ended  with  whent,  and  thy  beffiniiiiifi:  of  the  bmlcj  reaping 
fftl,  hikI  fulls  wtill  in  some  pnrts  of  Piilesliiiey  ua  enrly  jib  Apiil, 
which  is  the  date  of  the  PaBBUver.  Thi.Te  waa  an  agiicultural  rite 
connected  with  or  celebrated  during  the  Pn?Fover,  wliieh  in  an  old 
law.  still  piefervL-d  1u  ua  by  a  later  writtT,  ia  thus  descrih<;d.  It 
eoii^iists,  you  will  observe,  in  thu*  ufTerlug  of  a  sheaf  of  biirley,  as  the 
tiistl'vuiis  of  the  coming  liaiveet,  in  piouB  gratitude  to  Ciod,  tlie 
Giver  of  alt. 

When  ye  be  come  into  the  liind  which  God  shall  give  unto 
you,  and  shall  itiaij  the  hiirreat  then-of,  then  ye  shall  bring 
a  shciii'  of  the  firstl'ruits  of  y<nir  harvest  unto  the  priest:  and 
lie  shall  wave  the  slieai"  to  Ite  act-epted  for  yon:  on  the 
morrow  ftftcT  the  siibhath  the  priest  shall  wave  it.  And  ye 
shall  eat  neither  bread,  nor  parched  corn,  nor  fresh  curs, 
until  the  selfsame  day  that  ye  have  brought  this  ufTering 
unto  God  :  it  is  a  statute  lor  ever  throu^htjut  your  g-enera- 
tioiis  in  all  )'our  dwellings. 

Thus  a  fir^tfrnit  sheaf  t.f  barley  whs  btought  to  the  Temple,  and 
ihe  priCit  swung  it  to  ard  fro  nouOLding  iu  mi  idd  sacrificiid  rite. 
It  wa3  the  firstfruit  slieaf  for  the  entire  people.      Till  llii»  bhesfi 
was  brought,  no  jiroducc  of  that  year's  hiirvi  st.  might  he  eaten. 
Similar  customs  prcvuiled  unioug  the  Greeks  and  iiomaus  and 
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other  peoples  of  mitiquity.  Tlie  '  morrow  after  the  SaljlwUi '  iiK-au> 
Uie  morruw  of  tlio  iirul  !Sit1.>batU  KfU-r  (Le  bi'^iiiiiing  ol"  llie  Iiiirvest. 
Sovhj  Wffks  after  thut  SuinUy  cftiue  tlie  Ftuwt  of  AVeeks  or 
l'entecn.'t.  (The  d;i)'  of  IVntecoftt  mcjiiKi  tKe  fiftietb  day.  Peut#- 
kontft  ij"  fifty  hi  Ori'uk  »i;d  Peiileci>nto8  i»  filtietli.)  Thus  ori:.'iiia]]y 
the  FcHst  t<{  Weeks  ft-U  alwaya  ou  a  SutidHy.  Tliis  h  wlmt  we  are 
told  about  it. 

And  ye  shall  count  unto  you  from  the  inori'ow  after  the 
Hnhbiitli,  fniin  the  clay  that  ye  hrouyht  tin-  sluaf  of  tlie  %»ave 
offtTint;;  seven  sahhath.s  shall  hi-  <-()inplete:  evci]  unto  the 
morrow  after  the  seventh  s;tbbath  shall  ye  number  fifty 
(lays;  and  ye  shall  offer  an  offering  made  of  ncxv  meal  unto 
God.  Ye  shall  hnng  out  of  your  habitations  two  wave 
loHVt's;  of  two  tenths  of  fine  floor  shall  thry  be;  they  shall 
be  haken  with  leaven,  as  firstfniils  unto  (jod.  Am{1  the 
priest  sIklU  wave  the  bread  of  the  firatfriiits  as  a  wave 
offeri]!!;  unto  God.  And  ye  shall  procluini  on  the  selfsame 
day,  that  it  may  be  an  holy  convouatioii  unto  you:  yi;  shall 
do  no  servile  work  therein :  it  shall  be  a  statute  for  ever  in 
all  your  dwellings  throughout  your  generations. 

Thus  the  Pasfltiver  begina  the  harvest  cpremoriiefi  wiHi  a  wave 
offering  of  fiesli  barluy.  Penl*cof-t  completes  tbem  witii  a  wave 
offering  of  wheateii  bread.  Later  ou  the  Jewa  iiiteipri,'ted  the 
word  'Sabbiitb'  in  the  jihrase  '  ou  the  morrow  of  Ihe  Biil»hiith '  to 
uienn  the  first  duy  of  the  Pussovit  festlvid,  pd  that  PeiiJecost  comeB 
now  jurt  fifty  day?  after  thn  beginning  tif  PiisBover.  But  it  did  not 
mean  this  in  the  originul  law. 

Ill  the  Retrospect  thu  Law  of  the  Pentecost  holiday  ia  given 
thus: 

Seven  weeks  shalt  thou  number  unto  thee :  begin  to 
nuniber  the  seven  weeks  from  the  time  thou  beguinest  to 
put  the  sickle  to  the  statuting  eorn.  And  tfiou  slialt  keep 
the  feast  of  neeks  unto  the  I-^ird  thy  God  with  the  full 
freewill  offering  which  thine  hand  can  give,  according  to  tlie 
measure  of  the  blessing  wherewith  the  Lorti  thy  God  hath 
blessed  thee:  and  thou  sludt  rejoice  before  the  Lord  thy 
God,  thou,  and  thy  son,  and  thy  daughter,  and  thy  man- 
servant, and  thy  maidservant,  and  the  Levite  that  is  within 
thy  gates,  and  the  stranger,  and  the  fatherless,  and  the 
widow,  thut  are  among  you,  in  the  place  which  the  Lord 
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thy  God  shall  choose  to  cnuse  his  name  to  dtrell  there. 
Ant)  thou  shalt  rememher  that  thou  wast  a  hnndman  in 
Eg\'pt :  und  thou  shnlt  obsent*  mid  do  these  statutes. 

The  Levjte  liere  is  the  priest  abore.  In  the  code  of  the 
Retrospect  not  only  is  eveiy  priest  a  Levite,  but  every  Lerite  is 
a  piie«t.  Later  on  the  priests  were  separated  off  frum  the  mass 
uf  Iiovitv^  whu  hevsme  the  assistants  of  the  prie^ts.  '  The  place 
which  the  Lord  thy  God  shall  choof« '  is  Jerusalem.  It  was  tl^ 
ol>j«et  uf  the  co<le  of  thd  K«ln.»|M>ct  to  get  the  people  to  abandon 
ull  ofTei-iujis  and  sacrifices  at  the  smaller  sanctuaries  and  to  con- 
centrate th?m  at  the  one  ceotnd  temple  of  Jerusalem.  This  was 
doDo  to  avoid  thv  idulntrotis  lusioms  which  grew  up  at  the  smaller 
country  etanctuaries.  The  worstiip  at  the  c«-otral  Eanctoarj  was 
purer  ami  more  under  supervision  and  controL 

§  4.  The  thinl  fe«ti%-a1  we  know  as  Tabemacki.  It  was  origin- 
nlly  the  feii^t  of  lugnthering.  In  the  oldest  code  H  b  called  '  the 
frnst  of  liij^thcriiig,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  thou  gsiberrst 
in  Ihy  Inhoitr^  out  of  the  field.'  It  celebrated  the  final  cloee 
of  the  Agricultural  year,  and  for  many  generations  it  was  by  &r 
tlie  mottt  pi>puhir  and  well  oh^ned  of  the  three  festiTsis  of 
lYJuicing.  It  WHS  especially  connected  with  the  tngatbenng  of  the 
fruit  and  prape  Iwrvest,  but  also  with  the  thrvshiug  out  of  the 
gftthored  corn  and  wheat-  For  us  who  live  to  northern  lands, 
where  all  the  harvest  i»  late,  and  where  Pasaowr  and  Pentecost 
have  lo»t  their  agricultural  connexion,  TaWrucles  is  eisentially 
thf  harvest  and  nature  festival  of  all  the  three. 

Ill  the  law  of  th«  Uetnwpect  it  is  thus  d^-scribvd  : 

Thou  shall  obsen-e  the  feast  of  buuths  seven  days,  after 
that  thou  haat  gathered  in  thy  rom  and  thy  wine :  and  thoa 
shalt  rejoice  in  thy  feast,  thou,  and  thy  son,  and  thy 
daughter^  and  thy  mauser^'&ntf  and  thy  maidserrant,  and 
the  Levitt',  and  the  stranger,  and  the  fatherless,  and  the 
widow,  that  are  within  thy  gates.  Se\'eii  d^tys  shalt  thou 
ktH^p  the  ft'ast  unto  thy  (hk!  in  the  place  whirh  he  shall 
chituHe;  because  tlu*  Ixml  thy  ChkI  sFuill  ble«s  thee  ui  all 
tldne  iiK'reaiM',  and  in  all  the  works  of  thine  hands^  and  thou 
shalt  wltolly  rejoice. 

TTiu  fetiBt  of  '  RK.ths.'  In  Hebrew  SucfyA.  In  Latin  (o^er* 
i» :  hence  our  TulM-nincU'i'.  7'ahemanihim  means  a  little 
ur  teut,  or  booth.  It  is  etvniolo^ieallT  the  diminutive  of 
la  which  means  a  *hut,'     Wbat  is  called  in  the  oldest  nKle 
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the  feast  of  Tngalhenng  is  Iiere  cnllwl  the  feast  of  Bootlis.  Tlia 
iiiime  U  iM'rit  exiil&iiial  tnim  the  ciint-om  of  camping  nut  in  the 
Hutumti  amoi>g  the  viueyard  liille  iu  Woths  or  liuti)  ol  improvisod 
Hiid  rustic  umterial.  We  (-hall  hi-«  how  a  cUBt<.>m  ie  turned  into 
a  law  in  tlie  next  form  of  the  Tabenmcle  ft-Btivnl,  in  which  it 
is  forinecteii  with  the  KxoiUis  from  ICgypt  anrl  the  WRmlcrings  in 
the  Pesert,  an<I  to  live  iu  bautlig  18  transformed  from  a  national 
vustum  into  n  ceremonial  law. 

But  [list  1ft  1110  nientiiHi  aiiolher  ceremony  which  k  connected  la 
the  code  of  the  Retrospect  with  the  fL*68l  of  Taherniicles. 

In  tJint  code  there  is  a  law  about  the  fir<ttfriiitft  of  each 
individual's  laud  which  are  to  l>e  given  to  t\w  prieatA,  and  brought 
to  Jerusalem.  This  was  in  all  probability  done  at  the  Feaat  of 
TttlnTtmcles,  and  the  following  cercmoay  is  enjoined  for  it: 

And  it  aliall  be,  when  thou  art  come  in  unto  the  land 
which  the  Lord  thy  God  p*'?*^''  thee  for  an  inheritance,  and 
possessest  it,  mid  dwellcst  therein  ;  that  thou  shalt  tjtkc  of 
the  first  of  nil  the  fruit  of  the  earth,  whit-b  thou  sliult  bruig 
in  of  thy  hind  that  the  Lord  thy  (Jodl  givetli  thee;  and  thuu 
shall  put  it  in  a  basket,  and  abalt  po  unto  the  place  wliich 
the  Lord  thy  God  shjili  choose  to  place  his  name  there. 
And  thou  shalt  ffo  unto  the  priest  that  shall  he  in  those 
days,  and  say  unto  him,  I  profess  this  day  unto  the  Lord 
thy  God,  that  I  am  come  unto  the  country  wlitch  God  Bunre 
unto  our  fathers  to  ^ive  uh.  Antl  tlie  priest  shall  fcike  the 
basket  out  of  thine  hand,  and  set  it  down  befoi"e  the  altar  of 
the  Lord  thy  God.  And  thou  shalt  answer  and  say  before 
the  Lord  thy  God,  A  wandering  Aranmean  M'as  my  father, 
and  he  went  down  into  Egypt,  and  wijourned  there  with  but 
a  few  J  and  he  became  there  a  nation,  greut,  niij^hty,  and 
impiilous :  and  the  Egyptians  e\'il  entreated  ug,  and  afflicted 
us,  and  laid  upon  us  hard  bondage :  and  we  cried  unto  the 
Lord  God  of  our  fathers,  and  he  heard  our  voice,  and  looked 
[>n  our  a3]iction,  and  our  labour,  and  our  oppression :  aiid 
God  bi-oiight  us  forth  out  of  Egypt  with  a  mighty  hand,  and 
with  an  outstretched  arm,  and  with  great  terribleness,  and 
with  signs,  and  with  wonders :  and  he  hath  brought  us  into 
this  place,  and  hath  given  us  this  land,  a  land  that  floweth 
with  milk  and  honey.  And  now,  behold,  1  have  brought  the 
firHtfruits  of  the  land,  which  thou,  O  God,  hast  given  me. 
And  thou  shalt  set  it  before  the  T^ord  thy  God,  and  worship 
before  the  Lord  thy  God :   and  thon  ahalt  rejoice  in  every 
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good  thint;  which  the  I»r(l  thy  Ood  hath  given  unto  thee, 
and  unto  thine  house,  thou,  and  the  LevitCj  and  the  stranjjer 
that  is  among  you. 

Now  we  come  to  the  tliird  ami  latest,  form  of  tho  Talwrnacle 
L;iw. 

On  the  fifteenth  d;ty  of  the  seventh  niontli,  when  ye  have 
gathered  in  the  fruit  of  the  limtl,  ye  shall  keep  the  feiist  of 
booths  seven  Jays :  on  tJic  Urst  diiy  shull  be  u  rest,  und  on 
the  eig^lith  day  ahull  he  a  rest.  And  ye  sluiU  take  you  on  the 
tirst  day  thu  fruit  of  i^oodly  treen,  br;inehes  of  |(;ilni  trees, 
and  the  houghs  of  thick  trees,  and  wilkiws  of  the  hmok ;  and 
ye  shall  rejoice  befoif  the  Lord  your  Gad  seven  days.  And 
ye  shall  keep  it  a  feast  untu  God  seven  days  in  the  year:  it 
shall  be  a  statute  for  ever  thruugliout  your  generations :  ye 
[shaJL  celebrate  it  in  the  Reveuth  ninnth.  Ye  shall  dwell  in 
bi>oths  seven  days;  all  that  are  Israelites  born  shall  dwell 
in  booths:  that  your  eetierations  may  know  tliat  God  made 
the  children  of  Israel  to  dwell  in  booths,  whea  he  brought 
them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

Eei*e  you  notice  thnt  the  dwelling  in  booths,  which  to  the  writer 
of  the  Retrospei^t  wh,b  nuTttly  a  custoni  which  gave  tlie  festival  its 
liauie,  has  uuw  \xsii  turned  into  an  oidiciaute.  Jlorcover  the 
fetitival  whici]  emled  before  wJlli  tliu  scvciitli  day  is  now  csteuded 
to  eight  dnye,  and  Ihe  fii-et  and  eiglitii  days  are  iiinde  days  of  rest, 
of  which  we  hear  uothing  in  the  lli.'trospect.  We  have  toutinaed 
to  ohservc  the  fesrtival  in  this,  the  latest  form  ■uf  it,  hnt  mi^at  of 
us  no  liiufiter  dwtll  iu  huotha.  There  ia  still,  however,  a  Bootb  ur 
Talitruiiclc  utitiuljcd  to  t'vei'j  synagogue  during  the  week  of  the 
Festival. 

§  5.  I  have  already  spoken  about  the  Passover  and  its  celebiotioii. 
A  few  words  may  be  added  here  uliout  Pentecost  and  Tahernarles. 

The  first  of  these  is  no  longer  for  us  an  agricultural  or 
imturu  fentivHl:  it  was  lundc  in  post-Biblifal  times  to  cum- 
niemorate  the  ^Winn  of  the  Ten  (.'omnutndiacnte.  It  is  the 
fiittiviil  wliieli  \Qiir  by  yeiir  c«lebrtites  the  excelience  of  these  ten 
Itinrininenta]  words  of  religion  and  morality.  It  is  the  iestiviil 
whifli  celebrates  a  great  curdiual  dogma  of  Judai-im,  uinnely  the 
uece8t<Bry  uuiou  of  religion  and  morality  With  raeli  otLer,  that  is 
that  Gml  is  for  ever  lusoclated  wit.ii  goadnees  and  that  go'tdut'68 
mnet  ever  be  oftociated  with  God.  One  God,  and  he  the  Gi.d  of 
righteousnesE — that  is  the  keynote  of  the  Pentecost.     Guuduesa  for 
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frvcr  rooted  in  God  even  as  God  is  goodness.  Tlie  luve  of  God 
shown  ia  tlie  love  of  nmn,  und  the  love  of  wan  liBSid  »i»oii,  aiid 
uulmiiintiiiK  ill  tlie  Wo  of  Ond.  Ag»in  tlie  I'enteiost  is  tlic 
fosfivit!  of  the  family.  For  it  decl;irpp  thiit  thp  Impifl  of  social  well- 
beiiig  iH  the  honour  uf  jmreiitit  and  tlie  i«.notity  of  the  home.  Then 
too,  the  IViittcoat  is  the  feetival  of  law.  mid  law  is  11  ffrcal  aud 
iiolde  t'leiuent  in  liuniiin  life  which  will  alivuys  lilty  its  jMirt  nnd 
iniiinluiii  its  worth.  Lait^lly  the  Pentecost  is  the  festivnl  which 
through  law  bitia  iis  in  a  wripe  traiiwend  {or  get  Iwyoiid)  Ihw,  for 
we  caJl  to  mind  not  iiiicrely  the  U'fiftl  sixth  and  the  legal  eighth  and 
QiDlh  wr^rds  but  also  the  suptT'legnl  tenth  word.  Quench  tho 
source  of  evil  whicli  i»  within,  etit  down  dcsil'e  iiud  lust  at  their 
roote  within  the  sonl,  and  leaving  the  negative  commnnds  of 
]>r«tliiliitory  law,  we  advance  to  the  culminating,  positive  cora- 
inaiida  of  mondity  and  relljiiou,  Thou  shalt  love  thy  iieighlwur 
a3  thyself,  Tli()U  sbuit  love  the  Lord  thy  God  witli  all  thy  lieart 
and  with  all  thy  soul  and  with  all  thy  might.  Puiilc-cost  i*.  tht-re- 
foie  a  great  feslival  of  reliijion  and  morjlity.  a  day,  moreover,  he  it 
well  rejneuihered,  suited  for  the  woi-ahip  uut  of  one  people  only 
but  uf  auyhrjily  of  whatever  race,  who  clioo&eB  to  join  us  in  its 
celebration. 

Last  of  the  three  eamts  the  festival  of  Ingathering  or  Tabcr- 
naelec.  Alone  of  the  tliree,  TabernacleB  dtill  mainttiiim  and 
preserve's  its  original  character  as  a  featival  of  nature.  It  is  the 
barvi;st  festival  of  lejoieing  and  tliHiikfduess.  It  ia  the  festival  of 
gmtitmle  to  Goil,  the  giver  of  our  daily  bread.  It  bids  as 
reniemiier  all  that  in  (he  laf^t  rfsort  we  owe  tu  the  soil.  Just  as 
the  flrfeiiee  of  cliai-acter  ia  goodness  ami  not  wisdom,  so  the  brtHis  of 
our  life  is  not  the  work  of  brain,  but  the  work  of  muEcie  and  hand. 
Life  in  cities  dt-pcrds  upon  life  in  the  iields.  It  was  ouce  said 
that  nvaD  Uiade  thi^  town,  hut  God  made  the  eoimtry.  Tlip  snying 
is  not  quite  acL-urata.  hut  there  U  fomo  tnitli  in  it.  Nmv  that  Wt- 
have  quite  got  over  the  danger  of  worthippiug  any  jiurt  uf  ereation 
in&tead  of  ireation'ei  creator,  wo  must  not.  niii  into  tlie  opposite 
extreme  of  error,  und  forget  to  rpmeniber  the  divine  oieator  hini- 
self.  We  must  not  empty  nature  ot  God,  Ivecause  we  no  longer 
believe  (hat  any  part  of  natuiT  ia  itaclf  divine.  We  run  no  ripk  of 
worsliipping  the  slats  any  lotiger,  but  let  na  not  forget  to  look  at 
them,  aud  to  adore  the  one  divine  spirit — all  wlau  and  all  good — 
who  is  through  nil,  in  all,  and  over  all.  These  thoiights  are  suited 
rather  to  niaiihood  and  womanhood  than  to  boyhood  and  girlhood, 
aud  to  1  break  off  here.  But  I  will  add  just  this.  For  the 
Jewfi  who  have  been  so  lujig,  and  are  many  of  them  Btiil,  foi-ced  to 
live  iu  cities  and  to  gain  tlieir  livelihood  by  barter  and  trade  aud 
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commerce,  the  feetival  of  Tabernacles  is  not  tlie  least,  important  of 
the  three.  It  sbould  Dot  only  awakeu  in  us  gratitude  to  Ood  the 
giver,  not  merely  remind  us  that  we  owe  our  diiily  hvead  in 
a  hutidted  ways  rather  to  God  thau  to  ourselves  (for  he  ia  author 
and  canee,  and  we  are  mere  aDstiiimenls  and  receivtTB),  not  merely 
cxliort  UK  to  those  virtues  of  modes^t  yiinijlicity  and  cleanly  atrcn|crth 
which  are  assucluted  with  thL>  tilling  of  the  suit,  but  it  should 
idJucc  us  lo  renieniW]"  that  the  primal  and  fundamental  daily 
lahour  of  mjin  is  labour  in  the  tiekla.  Agriculture  is  the  first  and  the 
greatest  of  the  arts  of  msin.  No  ptople  ia  in  a  healthy  state  of  wliich 
a  certain  proportion  is  not  tillers  of  the  soil.  I  am  by  no  niL'aiis 
BUi-e  that  ihe  same  may  not  be  eaid  of  a.  religious  brotlierhood  or 
coninimiity.  If,  then,  there  are,  at  any  rate  iu  Weateni  Europe,  eo 
few  .Jews  who  are  agriculturists,  it  ia  the  more  neceB^ary  for  lis  all 
to  learn  to  love  nature,  and  to  teach  our  yhildreii  to  love  nature, 
and  to  know  a  little,  even  if  it  be  only  a  very  little,  about  her  waya 
and  her  laws  and  her  creatures.  An  out-of-door  life  is  a  good 
foundation  foi-  goodne?,^  and  religion.  We  must  learn,  if  we  can, 
to  love  nature  religiously,  looking  upon  her  as  the  creation  or  as 
the  raiment  of  God,  and  seeking  from  and  finding  in  her  all  the 
comfort  and  the  strength  which  we  can.  It  is  who  incumbent 
ujwn  UB  to  do  what  we  can  that  tlmse  childien  who  are  pent  up  in 
cities,  iind  ivhoBG  parents  have  not  the  nieaus  to  give  them  a  good 
holiday  in  the  country,  ehall  be  enabled  to  enjuy  happy  country 
visits  from  time  to  time.  The  Children's  Country  Holiday  Fund 
is  a  charity  wliich  should  especially  appeal  to  us,  and  at  no  more 
fitting  time  can  we  recall  and  remember  its  claims  than  at  the 
giflitt  nature  festival  of  Tabeniaclea. 

§  6.  In  addition  to  the  three  festivnla  of  rejoicing,  the  latest 
code  added  two  others  to  the  yearly  (n,-cle  of  a  totally  diflereut 
kind. 

The  first  of  these  is  deecribed  and  eujoined  as  follows : 

Iu  the  seventh  month,  in  the  first  day  of  the  month,  shali 
be  a  solemn  rest  unto  you,  ii  day  of  inenaorinl  by  the  blowing 
of  trumpets,  an  holy  convocation.  Yl'  stiull  do  no  stirvile 
work  therein. 


And  elsewliere  it  says: 

And  in  the  acrentb  month,  on  the  first  day  of  the  month, 
ye  shall  have  an  holy  convtxmtioti :  ye  shall  do  no  servile 
work  thereiik :  it  is  a  day  of  blowing  of  trumijcts  unto  you. 
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Of  the  meaning  and  object  of  this  festivHl  we  nre  not  further 
iufarmed.  Afteivrtirds  the  Jews  cJilltd  it  not  merely  the  Day  of 
Memorial  but  tlic  New  Year,  They  liiited  the  bcgimiiiig  of  the 
year  fi'om  it.  How  onutd  tliis  he,  you  will  ask,  seeinff  Ihnt  it  is 
Bti'nl  to  f;ill  Qi>t  ill  the  Ki-iit  month  hut  in  the  reveiith  month  1  The 
facts  are  these,  lu  old  tiiiiei?,  befure  the  Bahylouiaii  exile,  of  which 
we  Bhfill  heur  later  (it  liwfk  plnc«  BOiiie  2,500  years  iigu),  the  new 
yeur  of  the  Hebrews  fell  in  the  autumn.  The  festival  of  Taber- 
nacles waH  the  clooe  of  the  year.  The  Day  of  Memorial  nnd  the 
Day  of  Atonement  did  uot  exibt.  The  Btihyloiiiiiua,  on  the  other 
baud,  be^au  llicli'  year  m  the  spt-in^',  aud  the  Jews  adopted  the 
sniuc  custom.  Ahib,  or  us  it  wns  ufli-rward^  called  Nisiui.  bc<iime 
Uicrerore  the  first  month,  and  ElliAuini,  or  as  it  was  nfterwtirda 
culled  Tishri,  the  month  In  whith  Tabernaclps  falls,  became  the 
seventh,  liut  there  anwi?  a  tcntiency.  as  leKiirds  the  religiouF  year, 
to  revert  to  the  uhler  practice.  Consequently  the  relij^'ous  new 
year  wsis  matle  to  bu^'in  in  the  eeventh  nn-iitli.  and  ijiitunilly  the 
first  day  of  the  new  yeur  was  made  to  tall  upon  the  tirnt  day  of 
tliat  seventh  uiunth,  &u  that  the  Diiy  of  Memoriid  became  the 
liew  year. 

liufc  as  we  now  reckon  our  New  Year  not  according  to  Uiu 
Jewich  calentlnr,  hut  according  to  the  European  calendar,  and 
start  the  new  year  011  Januaiy  lat,  we  can  no  lonf,'t'r  easily 
regard  the  l^ay  of  Meraoriul  as  our  New  Year.  It  haa  now  p^one 
bacli  to  its  probable  jirst  raeainug:  a  day  of  reflection  luid  remem- 
hranoo ;  a  day  of  summims  and  preparation  for  the  holy  Day  of 
Atonement  which  is  to  follow.  It  UHliers  in,  and  bids  us  prepare 
oureelves  for,  that  j;reat  day.  Forewaiuiug,  preparation,  colleetioii 
iu  ItB  beautiful  religious  i^euse  {Sawmluwj  the  Germaus  call  it): 
tliefte  are  the  ideas  which  now  cluster  romid  the  Day  of  Memorial. 
Between  it  and  the  Day  of  Atonement  lie  the  so-crtlled  eight 
penitential  days,  durin/?  which  we  may  fitly  continue  tJie  trains 
of  thought  and  meditation  which  we  have  begun  in  our  M-orship 
Upon  the  Day  of  Jllemorial. 

§  7.  The  second  of  tho  two  festivals,  added  in  the  late&t  code 
to  the  original  three,  and  firet  observed  after  the  return  from  the 
Babjloniau  exile,  is  the  Day  of  Atonement.  What  we  read  about 
it  iu  the  law  of  its  iiifetitution  givca  a  very  difi'erent  idea  of  the 
day  from  what  we  know  atid  Eliiuk  about  it  at  the  present  time. 
It  18  not  too  much  to  say  tlmt  the  true  Day  of  Atonement  ban 
come  into  being  sinee  its  owu  founilalion. 

Tills  is  priicticully  all  that  we  are  told  about  it  in  the  code,  for 
the  BOcrificial  customs  and  ritee  uo  longer  concern  us : 
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On  the  tenth  day  of  the  seventh  month  is  the  day  of 
atonement:  it  shiill  be  un  holy  convocation  unto  you,  and  ye 
shiUl  oillict  your  soul's.  And  vc  !«h;iU  do  no  uKinncr  of  work 
in  thut  sanif  day:  for  it  is  a  day  of  atjinernent,  to  make  an 
atonement  for  yon  before  the  Lord  your  (joet.  Ye  Rh:dl  do 
no  manner  of  work  :  it  shall  be  a  statute  for  ever  throujifhout 
your  ^fenerations  in  all  your  dwellings.  It  shall  be  utito  you 
u  suhbath  of  i-ost,  and  ye  shall  afflict  your  souls :  in  the 
ninth  day  of  the  month  ut  even,  from  even  unto  even,  ahall 
ye  celebrate  your  sabbath. 

And  it  shall  be  a  statute  for  ever  unto  you  :  in  the  seventh 
month,  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  iiionth,  ye  shall  afflict  your 
souls,  and  do  no  work  at  all,  whether  it  be  one  of  your  own 
country  or  a  8tranu;er  that  Hojouriieth  amont;  you :  for  on 
this  day  ahall  atonement-be  made  for  you,  to  cleanse  you; 
from  all  your  sins  shall  ye  l>e  clean  befo]*e  God.  It  is 
a  sabbath  of  rest  wnto  you,  and  yc  shall  afflict  your  Bouls ;  it 
ie  a  statute  for  ever. 

In  order  to  exi>laiii  fully  anri  clearly  what  the  Day  of  Atonement 
meant  to  tlie  writci-a  of  the  short  Biblicjil  jinssfiifeB  wlilc-h  I  have 
just  quoted,  I  should  I]kv<-  to  dwell  on  many  matters  which  du  nat 
concern  uf>  how  aud  nre  foreign  to  the  purpose  of  this  hook.  Tluis 
mudi  only  will  I  say. 

In  th«  cytu  of  the  tiririentF,  a  people  or  a  cnrnmunity  fomitd 
a  morL'  real  and  living;  unity  than  it  dc>ea  ut  present.  Tlio  people 
aH  II  ulidle  was  more  thou^flit  cjf;  the  iudlvidiiid,  an  a  stparalo 
unit,  les!r.  They  thought,  for  fxiOTi|]Ii-,  inoie  of  Spnilti,  less  of  tlm 
imliviriunl  Kpnrtan.  Thi?  En[;;liRh  jicople  to-day  is  made  up  of  all 
tliL*  sep;irato  En/rliiib  meuj  wonioii,  and  chiidren  who  mtb  to-day 
alive.  But  accordinj^  to  anciiut  ideas  the  Encli^h  iioople  wotdd 
he  fioniethinjr  morp  and  fveu  !>oitietIun|j;  hettt^r  lluin  nil  llicsfpamte 
aud  individual  men.  wmiet!,  and  children  who  make  it  up.  We 
still  to  potnf!  extent  helipvp  the  Bnme.  Supposing'  that  Enfjlaad  us 
a  iiatioD  has  done  Boaie  great  and  glorious  deed,  or  supjitue  (hat 
slm  has  done  mmv  ij(n<ihle  and  fhanmfiil  deed.  We  say  tliat  glory 
ottjiche3  to  Knglaiid,  or  that  thaiae  attiicheB  to  her  an  the  cxifv. 
may  he.  You  anil  I  may  have  had  no  part  in  eitlier  Iho  deed  of  plory 
or  the  deed  of  shame,  but  yet  we  fe«l  and  take  over  iiur  share  in 
the  glory,  and  still  more  perhaps  do  we  feol  Rud  take  our  tliare 
in  the  di^gmce.  We  are  proud  of  Kii^hoid's  aholitiitn  of  slaveiy  : 
we  feel,  aB  a  jjer.ional  disgrace  wfileli  altaohin  to  eveiy  Eri;^li)-[:nian, 
the  heti'uynl  of  the  hero  Oordoii.    Kngland  as  a  whole  has  a  uatioiiid 
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honour,  a  national  con»cionce,  wliich  can  be  taniisiied  or  knpt 
clean.     So  too  felt  tiift  .Tews  of  old.     Moreover,  like  othor  nntiona 

of  antiquity,  they  were  inclined  to  make  a  jwcuUar  ilistiiictinn 
betwL-en  sius  aud  sinners.  Siijipose.  for  example,  I  havo  dona 
8omel)iin(r  wroin.  Over  nii'l  uImiVo  my  siii  as  it  cuncLTiii*  nie,  the 
Jews  believed  that  my  sin  bud  an  eftert  npnn  the  nationiil  purity. 
Every  sin  of  mine,  whether  any  other  living'  aoul  knew  it  cir  imt, 
left  a  B|y6t  upon  the  whlteiiei-s  of  i\\f}  niUioiml  gliield.  But  now 
suppose  that  I  sinned  in  igiunancc.  Well,  that  was  all  the  Iwttei* 
fnr  me  imlividuiilly.  hut  the  dirty  spot  appeared  inme  the  less 
surelyupon  the  national  Fhidd.  Again  the  .Irwh,  like  other  nations 
of  antifiuity,  helievtd  a  good  deal  in  ceivniDntal  purity,  and  they 
had  many  ceremonial  laws  and  usages  on  ibis  subject  which  seem 
very  etrange  to  us  to-day.  (If  you  kuuw  or  can  get  h«dd  of  an 
Indian  Civil  Sei-vnnt,  he  will  tell  you  about  nmny  laws  and 
customs  of  Jlindnifim  and  of  otlipr  religions  prevalent  in  India, 
which  will  liring  the  whole  thijig,  as  a  etill  living  furcc  and 
i-ealily,  vividly  before  your  mindB.)  If  I  violated  one  of  the 
laws  or  UKttceii  eoniK-cted  with  cen-moniid  purity,  my  ofit-noo 
ndded  another  blot  to  the  natiounl  shield.  Whether  I  cnmniittcd 
the  offence  on  purpose  or  unwittingly,  the  blot  ujKin  the  national 
shield  Civnie  none  the  le^•s  suroly. 

Now  let  us  bring  what  I  have  just  said  into  connexion  with  llic 
phr«ay  :  '  On  thie  day  shall  atonement  he  made  for  you  to  ch-aufe 
you  :  ye  shall  be  clean  from  flII  your  pins  before  God.'  Wo  may. 
on  the  basis  of  what  \ia^  just  been  eaid,  diftingiiitih  four  kinds 
of  '  Sinn.'  (i)  Moral  sins  committed  wilfully  and  knowingly. 
(2)  Moral  sinB  cuniniitted  uneon^ciuusly.  (Thi»  Hccms  a  coulra- 
dictimi,  but  we  are  bero  consideiiug  the  act  nnd  not  its  sinfulness, 
which  is  of  eoni'Fe  determined  by  the  nfts  intention.)  An  example 
of  these  would  be  if  T  tell  a  fiilsehood  from  sheer  fori^'ct fulness, 
or  let  a  heavy  weight  fall  by  uocidcnt  out  of"  my  window  mid  so 
criifih  and  kill  a  ptiesj/r-by.  (3)  Cereratmial  'sinn'  committed  on 
puipOfiR,     (4)  Ccreniouitil  'pins'  committed  unwittingly. 

Now  according  to  the  notions  of  the  men  who  instituted  the 
Day  of  Atonement,  the  rites  of  the  day  would  clear  the  nation  and 
tlie  individual  of  all  bIiib  conimitted  iti  clnese3  (2)  «nd  (4).  As 
to  Bins  in  classes  (1)  anil  (3)  we  may  lake  it  for  sure  that  the  Day 
of  Atonement  was  not  intended  to  extort  any  mugirul  pardon  from 
God  for  those  who  had  committed  tliem,  hut  it  was  probably 
supposed  thut  it  would  cleuusc  the  nation  as  a  wlirdu  fruni  the 
slain  upon  its  shield  with  which  the  tins  of  private  ir.dividuals 
had  tarnished  it.  Lastly,  let  me  just  obferve  that  to  afflict  ouu'a 
soul  meant  to  abstain  from  food,  to  fast. 
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Such,  tlien,  was  tlie  Day  of  Atouenieut  according  to  iU  urigiiinl 
ordiunuL'i.'.  It  was  a  nntioiml  ceremgiij  to  atone  for  national 
guilt,  iititl  had  little  to  rJo  with  those  idefls  of  inwani  repentance 
and  inward  reconciliation  with  Gnd  which  iire  now  inaepunibly 
associated  with  it.  Yet  it  waa  uot  long  heforB  these  ideii^  begTin 
to  filter  into  it,  and  after  the  dcstrnctiou  of  tlie  Temple  (sunie 
500  jenrfj  after  the  fii-st  institution  of  the  new  festival)  the 
atoTieinent  dny  wfis  wlmopt  entirely  taken  pof^pesHioti  of  hy  tliose 
higher  idt'iin,  so  thiit  under  their  iuJluettcc  the  meouiug  and  object 
of  the  diiy  became  completely  c]iuti|LCed. 

The  Tiny  of  Atonement,  then,  gn\dLiaI]y  prew  to  l>e  a  day  for  the 
individual  inetea^l  of  n  dsy  for  the  rnnimuiiity.  It  became  a  day, 
not.  of  prescribed  ceremonial  (though  the  outward  fast  was,  aitd 
is  still,  preserved),  but  of  inward  coittrition  and  repentance  and 
committiian  with  God.  The  keynote  of  the  atoticmcut  day  is 
repentance. 

What  is  repentance  1  It  in  an  idea,  of  many  sidM  or  aspect^ 
and  so  the  word  for  it  nicana  differeul  things  in  different  languftses. 
TJie  English  re|jentauce  and  the  Oermnu  A'eiie  mean  pnictically 
'eornuefs'  or'ecuTOW.'  To  repetit  of  oor  errurs  and  sius  means 
firet  and  foremost  that  we  are  genuinely  soiry  for  having 
committed  tliem.  The  remembrance  of  them — or  the  different, 
it  may  be,  between  what  we  have  done  and  are  to  wliat  we  might 
have  done  and  been — inflictij  upon  us  a  sharp  and  painful  pan^ 
of  Borrow  and  of  shame,  T)iat  ie  tine  element  in  repentatico,  and 
a  necespary  and  essential  one.  In  Greek  repentance  is  called 
Metanoia,  whieh  means  ehange  of  mind  or  dispofiition.  la  Greek, 
tlicrifore,  the  word  indicates,  as  it  wt-re,  that  repentance  to 
be  worthy  of  ita  name  must  be  successful.  Unless  it  bite  the 
mark  it  is  ].aught.  For  change  af  mind  means  that  the  heart 
which  waa  set  eiuwarda  ia  now  pet  Godwards.  The  change  may 
come  slowly  or  it  may  come  suddenly  aud  at  a  bound.  Here, 
then,  we  have  another  clement  or  aspect  of  i^epeutauce  :  change 
of  heart.  The  ugliness  of  our  sinful  life,  the  beauty  of  holine^, 
or  the  goodness  of  Gcd,  may  be  revealed  to  the  soul,  and  with 
the  new  and  truer  vision  the  whole  man,  as  people  say,  is  changed. 
The  life  of  the  soul  is  exceeiUngly  mybteriou?,  aud  we  can  hardly 
ever  eay  for  certHin  that  what  seeme  atrange  or  iucomprehensihlc 
to  us  may  Uot  be  a  full  reality  in  the  experieuee  of  another.  The 
Hebrew  word  for  riipfutauce  is  Teehubafi.,  which  means  return. 
It  emphasizes  the  last  aspect  of  repentance:  its  practifjil  result. 
T]ie  issue  of  repentaut-e  must  be  a  return  from  transgression,  from 
tlie  over(itfppi7i.g  of  right,  frtim  the  stmying  aside  out  of  tlie  path 
of  right  eouftnesE  into  the  devioufi  byways  of  ein,  back  ouce  more 
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into  the  atmi^lit  road  of  iluly  ami  untftlfishiieBi!  hikI  love.  True 
repeutauce  is  no  mere  mDmeutary  ^pasm  uf  reiuoi-se  :  to  be  wurtliy 
tbe  uume  it  must  influence  and  leuve  itu  murk  upuu  character, 
ami  therefnre  upon  action  and  upon  life. 

Oi'  c-uurse  aiiv  day  may  be  for  ws  a  Fpftcial  day  of  atonement. 
Tliat  is  to  bay,  on  any  day  we  may  rejieut  of  our  tielfi&huesa  and 
Our  siu,  and  ou  any  day  we  may  resclvc  to  iiiiike  ameuiJs  or  to  live 
a  better,  purtr,  auti  more  useful  life.  And  if  that  reM>lve  is  trans- 
luted  into  action,  the  day  of  i*estvlve  haa  been  a  true  day  of 
atonement.  Whereas  we  were  se]>arated  from  Ood  by  our  sin, 
we  have  U'W  bet-ome  at  one  M'ith  him  by  re])eutaaii;e  and  aincnd- 
meut.  So  on  any  day  wo  may  ctiet  the  hurcitn  of  our  liefttt  uj^ion 
Ood,  and  attempt  by  earnest  prayer  to  eecore  that  eeriEe  of 
peace  and  reconciliation  with  God,  which  on  God's  part,  is  being 
offered  to  us  contiuuaUy.  For  God  is  always  with  ua,  and  ever 
responsive  to  our  cry.  Acconling  to  the  measure  of  our  sincerity, 
or  I  might  also  suy,  accorOlug  to  the  measure  of  our  fiiith,  so  is  the 
answer.  It  is  our  fault  if  we  cannot  hear  it.  God's  help  is  never 
wanting,  but  ia  always  given  according  to  the  Kaine  merciful  and 
changelesa  law.  '  Take  not  thy  holy  spirit  from  me/  is  our  prayer, 
but  in  truth  that  ajiErit  is  never  far  removed.  It  is  for  U8  to 
become  alive  to  its  inflnenee  and  obedient  to  ite  call.  God  is 
ever  cftliihg  to  us :  it  ie  for  us  to  henr  the  call.  God  is  ever  ready 
to  help  us  :  it  is  for  us  to  nee  that  help  to  the  utmost  of  our  power. 
Prayer  and  resolve  ;  the  realization  of  God's  help  and  of  our  own 
ueej;  tlie  realization  of  our  own  power  aad  of  God's  simioious 
to  put  it  iorth^  tliese  two  njust  go  htind  in  hand.  Our  prayerH 
must  include  aud  be  followed  by  a  striving  and  a  struggle : 
otherwite  they  camiot  be  answered.  Nevertheleaa  without  the 
prayer  wo  shaU  not  realize  and  therefore  appropriate  (that  ia  make 
our  own)  and  use  tliu  divine  help.  All  the  experiencse  of  man  goes 
to  show  that  God  has  choeeu  to  gruut  the  realization  and  effect 
of  hiif  help  to  thoae  who  feel  the  need  of  it  and  pray  for  Uh 
he&towal. 

In  this  sense,  tlieii,  bused  upon  the  Hrat  oomniandment  that 
Ood  ia  ever  the  same,  not  more  inclined  to  help  and  to  forgive 
upon  one  day  in  the  year  than  upon  another,  any  day  may  be 
to  us  a  day  of  atonement.  But  though  this  is  undoubtedly  true, 
the  fixed  aimuttl  and  public  day  of  atonement  is  udmirably  Buited 
for  our  human  needs.  It  is  a  common  raying  that  eveiyljody'e 
bueinew  is  noliody'a  bueineRF,  and  so  it  ia  aleo  to  some  exteiit  true 
that  whttt  we  can  do  ou  ainj  day  wc  are  likely  to  do  ou  uo  day. 
So  it  ii!  a  great  comfort  and  blessing  and  a  most  o.'^eful  and 
excellent  ordiuance  to  have  one  whole  day  in  the  year  set  apart 
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for  utiiirien'upted  commuuiou  will)  uur  uwu  souls  aud  witb  Ood. 
The  Dbjt  of  Atonement  does  not  for  n  tuometit  inlerfere  vritli  sneh 
comiQunion  on  any  other  dity  of  ilie  yMir.  It  do«g  not  for 
ft  moment  suggest  that  we  ehonld  not  repent  and  rtsolve  on  any 
other  day  of  the  year.  It  merely  given  us  an  opportunity  fur  an 
houtiit  aud  thomupli  review  of  our  conduct  in  the  past  yoflr.  lly 
its  solemn  hui  ronndinL'H.  service,  and  nH^^ciationa  it  ht-l|t£  us  to  free 
onraelves  from  all  ^elf-dt-lupion,  all  glozinp  and  gloaaing  over  sin 
and  folly  and  aelfislinef'S.  It  he\\m  us  to  set  the  hua^ie  of  our  soul 
in  onler ;  to  strip  it  of  its  nulrterfugea  and  exeuaes  and  convention- 
alities, to  set  it  naked  befoi^  our  own  eyes  «s  it  is  ever  nailed  in 
the  eyes  of  (iotl.  Kflpenlance  and  resolve  are  ptissible :  the  help 
of  God  in  a  real  and  constant  force.  Shall  we  take  advantage 
of  that  force  and  of  that  powiiiility  !  The  Day  of  Atonement  i§ 
a  day  for  us,  not  for  Goil.  Wliat  God  is  for  himself  and  for  us  he 
is  always.      We  rhanf;e  :  fie  is  chan^riess. 

We  ask  f«»r  God'e  Ibr^venesP,  but  God  is  merciful  and  loving, 
because  God  is  God  He  is  nieiciful  and  loving  In-fore  we  ack : 
he  in  merciful  and  loving  after  our  request  is  made.  He  ia 
uierciful  and  loving  wlm-ther  we  ask  him  or  whether  we  ignore 
him.  If,  then,  we  mk  for  Gcd's  forgiveness,  tliLs  pmperly  meaua 
•  May  I  hL-comc  worthy  tu  olituin  furgivfuests.*  It  raeaim, '  T  i-epent ' ; 
it  meflnB,  *  I  have  resolved  to  l»e  lietter,  to  tlo  more  worthily' ;  it 
means,  'Make  rae  realize  the  help  thou  ofiertst,  strengthen  me 
with  the  conviction  of  ita  slrenglh  aud  peace.'  If  it  dtjes  not  mean 
this,  it  means  nothing.  Are  we  to  ask  Gtjd  to  change,  while  tee 
remain  the  Fam«t 

Perhaps,  however,  you  will  say  that  a  pray*  r  for  God's  forgiveneaa 
dof-s  not  mean  '  Forgive  what  1  am  going  to  do,'  hat  '  Forgive  what 
T  have  done.'  And  wheflier  Wf  repent  to-clny  vr  nnt.  and  live 
a  better  life  from  tci-day  or  not.  the  sins  wliich  we  have  committed 
vp  till  tn  day  need  furgivenees  just  the  aame.  But  even  'forgive 
my  past  ams '  may  mean  many  things,  and  some  of  tlii-se  meanings 
aie  meftnlii;4lesH.  It  cannot  mean  '  cancel  the  effects  t  f  ray  sin,'  for 
the  eC'ec-ts  uf  my  &in  cannot  he  cancelled.  The  injury  I  have  done 
to  my  neighbour,  the  good  I  might  have  dune  nnd  did  not  do,  the 
opportunitiea  I  Inive  lost  or  misspent — these  things  caiuiot  be  pnt 
right  again.  That  is  God's  law.  Perhaps  you  may  think  the 
prayer  for  forgiveness  means,  '  Do  not  punieh  me  for  the  wi-oug 
which  I  have  done.'     Ought  we  to  detire  this? 

I  am  not  sui'fi  whether  we  ought.  The  punisbment  of  sin  lies 
partly  in  its  effects,  and  this  is  a  stern  hut  vei-y  wholesome  law. 
Are  We  to  abk  that  we  mny  not  be  sorry  or  miserahie  for  the  sins 
which  we  have  committed  i     Surely,  the  soriier  wc  feel  the  better. 
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ire  we  to  ask  that  the  F*iii  wliich  we  Imve  done  niav  not  recot] 
upon  our  own  lu^ailK  ntlier  than  iipoii  another?     Perhaps  you  say, 

*  Miiy  \vc  Lot  ask  that  it  sljould  not  recoil  either  upou  another'^ 
liead  or  upwu  our  uwn?'  Are  you  sure?  Can  we  be  ao  sure  that 
it  is  not  for  our  good  to  feel  tlie  cousL'^ucuuf  «-f  Bin— for  our  noi^d 
and  for  the  good  of  society  nt  large  I  Does  not  God  kuow  better 
tlian  we?  "WTifther  in  ihis  world  or  in  another  world,  is  he  not 
good,  and  can  he  tlierefore  inflict  u  grain  of  puuishmeut  that  is  not 
for  our  good  t  Suffering  is  not  necessarily  punlsliment  at  all. 
'JTnrgive  as  our  ^itis'  is  thei-efore  a  very  doubtful  pi  uyer  if  it 
nieans  '  Lt-t  ua  oii'  their  punishment ; '  an  alieurd  prayer  if  it  meanp 

*  Cancel  theii-  effects.' 

'  Kor^fivo  U8  our  Bins'  has  no  meaning  if  it  ia  not  at  the  same 
time  H  cry  of  repeotajice,  nn  outburst  of  bumble  and  yet  dettruiiued 
rcBolve.  The  tmth  is,  we  tend  to  ppeak  of  (Jod  ks  if  lie  were 
bumaa  like  ourselves.  We  tend  ttt  a>k  inm  to  fingive  «.?  in  the 
same  sort  of  way  that  we  nii^ht  be  asked  to  fori,'ivtf  «omel>ody  who 
had  diiae  us  an  injuiy.  We  forjiet  the  iufiuite  difi'ereuces  between 
QUTRelveB  and  God.  Our  muod  chan<*eB.  Wc  are  now  aiigjy,  now 
appeased.  We  are  now  aniioyedj  now  jieacefiil.  But  God  i« 
always  the  aarnc.  He  is  always  what  he  is,  what  he  waa,  and 
what  lie  elenially  will  be.  If  we  foryive  a  person,  we  menu  by  it 
'  I  will  no  loti^er  remember  the  ofTeiicc.  I  will  be  as  friendly  to 
you  as  I  W!i9  before.  I  will  no  longer  feel  minoyLd  or  hurt.'  But 
God  is  never  hurt,  and  never  angiy  in  this  hnmati  eejise  of  the 
word,  and  he  never  punishes  Jor  his  sake,  but  only  for  ours.  He  in 
never  unfriendly.  It  is  we  who  create  the  discoid  or  diiiunion 
lietweL-n  ourselves  end  bini.  Ilo  never  ceases  to  pity.  The  help 
and  love  which  he  otTers  are  <iood,  and  therefore  coti»tant.  We  may 
be  unable  to  realize  them  through  the  niiets  of  ein,  but  thpy  art- 
none  the  h-sa  there. 

The  prayer  that  God  may  no  longer  remember  our  ein  is  perlmp« 
the  least  iuiippi-opriate  of  tlic^e  human  amdogies,  but  it  in  not  quite 
accurate.  ¥ov  the  changelees  Gud,  in  his  perfect  wisdom  and 
goodneae,  can  only  vary  in  his  relation  to  man  aL-eordiug-  to 
man's  own  changiug  condition.  The  inoment  it  is  for  our  good 
that  the  sin  shall  be  no  lou^r  remembered,  that  moment  it  ta?i 
be  remembered  no  moi-o.  For  God  is  God,  yesterday,  to-day,  and 
for  ever. 

I  cannot  of  course  trace  for  jou  here  the  ateps  by  which  out  of 
the  Day  of  Atoueioent.  as  first  instituted  aome  2,300  yenrs  ago, 
tiiere  gi-ew  the  Day  of  Atonemt-nt  of  to-duy.  It  would  take  too 
long,  and,  if  I  had  the  time,  I  have  not  the  ktiowledgc. 

The  trail fforiuutiou  had  already  been  largely  effected  some  500 
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years  itfter  the  Atonement^  iiislitution.  We  nitij  piitliei-  (Iial  from 
what  ie  &aiil  fthnut  the  May  of  Atonement  in  the  Mi'liiiah,  .1  rtnlfl 
book  of  Jewish  law  rJrawn  up  abont  1,700  ymra  ago.  It  saya 
fchei-e :  '  He  who  says,  ""  I  will  sin  and  llifn  rcpeut,"  his  lepfntuuce 
will  not  aval]  him.  He  who  snya,  "  I  will  siu  and  the  Day  yl"  AUmc- 
meiit  will  briuj;  me  pMtloii,"  fur  him  the  Day  of  Atonement  will 
bring  no  pai'doii.  Tii«  sins  of  a  man  ngidiiEt  God  are  forgiven 
throngb  the  atonement  day,  hut  the  tins  of  a  niau  agninst  his 
neighbour  are  not  ft)rgiveu  through  the  iitonenieut  day  until  he 
Ills  becu  reconciled  to  his  ueijilibotii-.'  Moreover,  it  was  imt  later 
thuu  the  date  of  the  compllatioa  of  the  Mishnah  that  that  great 
lesson  from  the  proph«^t»  was  choseii  for  the  syniigo^jue  eeivice  of 
the  atoufmeut  day,  which  lays  down  iu  the  fctrongest  puasililc  way 
the  whole  object  of  the  Fast 

Cry  aloud,  eparp  not,  lift  up  thy  roice  like  a  trumpet,  and 
shew  my  people  their  transgression,  and  the  house  of  Jucob 
their  sins.  Vet  they  seek  me  daily,  and  desire  to  know  my 
ways :  :ia  n  nation  thut  did  ri^^ht'Cous^neHS,.  and  forsook  not 
the  ordinance  of  their  God,  they  ask  of  me  righteous 
ordiuances,  they  desire  to  draw  near  unto  God.  Wherefore 
have  wc  fasted,  say  they,  and  thou  seest  not  ?  wherefore 
have  we  afflicted  our  sold,  and  thou  tiikest  no  knowledge? 
Behold,  in  the  <iay  of  your  fast  ye  clutch  at  Imsiness  and, 
exact  all  your  laboure.  Behold,  ye  fast  for  strife  and  debate, 
and  to  smite  with  the  fist  of  wickediiess:  ye  do  not  ao  fast 
this  day  as  to  make  your  voice  to  he  heard  on  high.  Is  such 
the  fast  that  1  have  choscii  ?  tlie  day  for  a  man  to  afflict  his 
soul?  Is  it  to  how  down  liis  head  as  a  bulrush,  and  to 
spread  sackcloth  anti  ashes  under  him  ?  wilt  thou  call  this 
a  fast,  and  an  acceptable  day  to  God?  Is  not  this  the  fast 
that  I  have  chosen  ?  to  loose  tlie  fetters  of  wicketlncsa,  to 
undo  the  thon^fs  of  the  yoke,  and  to  let  the  oppressed  go 
free,  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke?  Is  it  not  to  de;d  thy 
bread  to  the  hungry,  and  that  thou  bring  the  poor  thiit  are 
cast  out  to  thy  house?  when  thou  seest  the  naked,  that  thou 
cover  him;  and  that  thou  hide  not  thyself  from  thine  own 
flesh  ?  Then  shall  thy  light  break  forth  as  the  morning,  and 
thy  health  shall  spring  forth  speedily :  and  thy  righteousness 
Hhall  go  before  thee  j  the  glory  of  God  shall  be  tliy  rearward. 

It  had  becnmo  necessary  to  show  that  the  mere  ceremonial  of 
praying  or  fiiathig  was   not  valuable  or  mt'iitorioua  iu  the  eyi'S 
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of  Ood.  For  llioucii.  fts  the  Day  of  AtniK-meiit  Iwcmne  more 
estalilished,  it  ai-qiiirefl  a  closer  connexion  vrlih  the  imlivijluaf, 
yet  purtly  through  tJiiK  very  reaBon  supprfltitinijn  cifpt  in.  The 
original  fDumlt-re  of  the  Day  of  Atoiienient  ha<l  certniiily  never 
intended  tliat  the  yuiU  iimi  rcspuiujibiiity  of  every  inirividuarH  sin 
(whiih  was  uut  mvuhmtftvy)  e^hould  lie  washed  awiiy  atid  nullified 
hy  the  rituni  they  deviHt^d.  Thej'  only  helieved  that  Ood  would 
tlierehy  wnsli  awjiy  the  etain  of  the  iiidividuara  t'm  J'rotn  the 
tmtioital  Bliield.  The  individuiit  must  bear  his  guilt  us  before; 
his  account  wilh  God  inuHt  be  settled  between  hiintelf  and  God. 
Qod  is  merciful,  and  repentAiice  mid  amendment  are  foiccs  of 
power.  The  nionenient  day  (i"  their  eatimntioii)  had  nothing 
to  do  with  iibtiiijiiug  jjurdoii  for  the  individual  for  lii.i  rtwii 
purposed  and  voluntary  slu.  Nevertheless,  the  words  'Fntm  ull 
Vunr  fiiiifi  yt)  phaU  be  clean  before  CJod,'  nre  duiigei'tmirly  vague. 
People  nccordiiigly  began  to  fiuppofie  that  Ood  wonld  give  (hern 
on  the  Day  of  Atonement  a  clean  bill  of  moral  health  year  by 
year.  It  was  to  tlieir  luiiids  an  ea&.y  atiiiuul  whitewashing;.  Even 
lo  this  day  mich  falee  and  tlegnided  idi-as  cuntioue.  There  ura 
many  people  who  never  come  witliin  the  doois  of  the  synagogue 
except  on  the  Day  of  Atom^ineiit,  There  are  some  who  live  oare- 
leflB,  sinful,  and  polluted  lives,  who  yet  never  mias  coming  to 
Bynagt'gae  on  the  Day  of  Atoncujeut.  Why  do  they  du  this  ]  It  i» 
from  the  gross  and  superstiliucis  idea  that  by  tJiis  annuiil  aud 
mechauical  ohservaiice  they  will  wring  pardun  fioin  Oud  fur  ihcir 
CM-ele&B,  sinful,  or  polluted  living.  8uch  penple,  tbroogh  their 
observance,  an*  but  adding  sin  to  eiu.  It  nt  thc-y  of  whom  the 
liahbia  said,  'They  who  think  in  tiieir  hearts  1  will  sin,  for  the 
Day  of  At[H]enit™t  will  bring  me  forgiveuesa — for  them  the  Day  of 
Atonement  will  bring  no  forgiveness.' 

The  Rabbis  drew  a  siiniliir  lesson  from  tlie  beautiful  story  of 
Jonah,  which  they  also  appointed  to  be  read  in  the  eyuagogue 
service  upon  the  atoiiennnt  day.  In  thut  story  (which  I  shall 
tell  you  in  full  ekewlmre)  the  prophet  Jonah  is  bidden  by  God  to 
threaten  the  city  of  Nineveh  with  calamity  aud  ruin,  hecauee  of 
its  exceeding  sinfnlneae.     Thereupon  : 

The  people  of  Nineveh  proclaimed  a  Enst,  nt]d  put  on  sack- 
cloth,  from  the  greatest  iiE  tlieni  even  tu  the  leust  ol'  tliern. 
And  the  matter  came  unto  the  kitig  of  Ninuveli,  Jiiid  he 
arose  from  his  throne,  Jind  he  laid  his  robe  Fnjni  hitn,  iirid 
covered  him  with  sackclothj  and  sat  in  ashes.  And  he 
caused  it  to  be  proelaimed  and  published  throuffh  Nineveh 
by  the  decree  of  the  kiiiij  and  his  nobles,  siiyijig.  Let  neither 
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miui  nor  bi^fist,  liprd  uor  Ruck,  ta.):tte  any  thini;:  let  t.hcin 
rot  feed,  nor  drink  water:  but  let  man  and  beast  be  covered 
w-ith  siickcloth,  jmd  cry  niig^htUy  unto  God:  yea,  let  them 
turn  every  one  from  bis  evil  way,  and  from  tbc  violence  that 
18  in  their  bamda.  Who  can  tell  whether  God  will  not  turn 
and  repent,  and  turti  away  from  his  tierce  anger,  that  we 
perish  not?  And  God  saw  their  works,  that  tliey  turned 
i'rom  their  evil  way ;  and  God  repented  of  the  evil,  which 
he  »aid  he  would  do  unto  them  ;  and  lie  did  it  not. 

Now  we  know  that  '  anger  '  aud  '  repentiince/  m  applitd  to  God, 
ave  inerely  conventional  and  incorrert  (thnngh  Fometiiiii'S  hardly 
av(iidable)  way»  of  sptakiug  about  liiai,  but  the  moral  of  the  story 
WHB  ti'uly  seizetl  by  the  liahbie  of  old.  Tbey  point  out  tlmt  God 
ia  not  said  to  have  forgiven  Nineveh  because  of  their  fast  find 
Bfifkiloth  Hdd  the  cry  of  their  lips,  hut  IiecHuse  Gnd  saw  'their 
workA,  that  they  turned  from  their  evil  way,'  therefore  he  forgave 
them. 

Once  more,  therefore,  repentance  and  amendment,  prayer  ami 
rcPtdvo ;  here  are  the  keynotes  and  the  ciituliwoids  of  the  atone- 
ment day,  .Such  triR*  repentance,  which  is  incipient  aiueiidnient, 
sack  tfUM  pmyer,  whieli  is  incipient  reBulre,  will  '  make  for  U8 
atonement.'  This  atonement  will  not  come  from  without  by 
sudden  ordinance  unil  ji^'golution.  It  will  come  as  a  necessary 
and  divine  &eqne!iee  from  within.  The  sense  of  separation  from 
God  will  he  annulled.  We  shall  feel  thiit  to  our  own  repenhmce 
and  reeolve  there  have  lji?en  a<lded  the  grnce  and  help  of  God, 
and  upon  our  souU  will  fall  that  spusl-  of  at-onc-nese  with  God, 
that  assnratice  of  healing  and  of  jieiice  wliich,  even  aa  Gotl  alone 
eau  ^raut  them,  God  olnoe  t-an  make  oa  rfalize. 

Suph  a  day  of  Htonement,  in  its  meaning,  itp  methods,  and  its 
isBuea,  i»  Ijruadly  human.  It  is  a  tiolemu  Bervice  in  wluih  all  mnn* 
kind  may  join.  It  is  not  fitted  for  one  ratio  alone,  for  Jew  rather 
than  for  him  who  is,  as  yet,  nut  a  Jew,  but  for  all.  The  treasures 
of  Judiiiem  are  for  the  world. 

§  8.  T  now  come  to  the  second  kind  of  lawB  eompiii^ed  in  the 
MoBaic  cijdea,  namely,  those  simple  moral  precepts  which  are  not 
merely  lawa^  but  inaxiiua  and  principles  of  morality,  justice,  and 
goodness . 

By  this  I  mean  that  the  principlee  of  tiles';  laws  ara  true 
principlea  for  ever  and  cannot  cliange,  but  that  they  are  capable  of 
various  upplicatioiia.  For  exuniple,  tliere  is  a  law  which  declares 
that  the  puuishmeat  of  a  thiuf  shall  be  to  restore  the  theft  and 
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to  add  *  fifth  part  of  its  r&lQe.  Thip  law  ilrpnuls  upoD  llie 
pcinciple  'Thou  shalt  nut  Rt^L'  That  princtjilc  i«  ahidiiiir,  but 
ita  applioitioQs  cbuDi^.  Thus  the  addition  of  the  fifth  is  urbitrarr : 
that  is  to  say,  it  might  hnvv  been  »  ^ixth  or  a  fourth,  or  t\w 
puoi^mt'iit  might  have  t>e<^-u  of  n  tutally  diRVrrpiit  kiml.  There 
is  another  taw  whirh  savs,  *  When  thnu  huilden  a  new  house, 
thon  shalt  make  a  liatllement  for  its  roof,  lest  any  mnu  fall 
from  it.'  This,  again,  is  a  law  which  only  holds  gwxl  for  the  Bat 
roofs  of  Faleettne,  oii  which  people  used  to  walk  aud  nil.  It  defwiids 
Dpon  a  principle ;  hut  it  is  uuly  the  application  of  the  principle, 
not  the  principle  itpelf. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ifaoupli  the  arbitrar}-  laws  (for  example,  t})« 
(*eaal  nud  agrarian  co«le)  do  not  couceni  us  now  {seetng  thnt  wq 
live  under  difffrent  conditiuns  and  diffeteiit  lnu'<i),  y^t  ethical  prin- 
ciples  are  often  involred  in  them  of  coDt)idenihIe  ini[K>rliince. 
I  shall  therefore  quote  a  few  laws  which  are  not  maxima,  but 
of  which  the  ethical  spirit  aud  iuteulioii  are  both  clear  and  good. 

It  must  he  rememlx'red  at  starling  that  the  moml  lavs  and 
""»^ma  are  not  intended  to  form  a  sysitem.  We  can  make  a  sort 
of  system  out  of  them,  but  Ihiit  is  a  vt-ry  difTi-reitt  thiufr-  They 
are  all  occatnoncd,  that  is,  framed  and  laid  down  to  meet  the  ueetia 
of  the  time  when,  and  the  men  for  whom,  they  were  first  cnmpilcd. 
Of  course  ^ome  of  those  needs  reniniu  in'«'dK  to  tliis  dny,  human 
nature  continuing  in  many  things  the  same  from  age  to  n^e,  and 
tJieiefore  some  of  the  maxims  are  as  vtiluable  and  as  nei'eswiry  tiuw 
a»  they  were  at  the  Ueginning.  On  the  otlit-r  hand.  Mime  laws 
which  we  perhaps  need  now  were  not  needled  then,  and  to  they 
find  no  place  in  «ny  of  the  codes.  The  legltjliitois  wore  concerned 
to  forbid  the  proniinent  vices  of  the  tiuie;  they  m-ist  freipiently 
inculcate  and  enjoin  those  virtues  which  wcie  uiubt  frequently 
neglected.  Thus,  fi>r  exumple.  there  is  no  cotnmaiidmout  enjntning 
bravery.  The  Hebrews,  on  the  whole,  were  a  brave  pen|>le : 
cowardice  was  not  one  of  tiie  uatioual  faults.  The  grout  evil  in 
the  life  of  thi>se  ii»yv,  as  in  the  life  of  tho  VMai  geiiemtly  unto  this 
day,  was  injustice,  the  oiiprvesion  cif  tho  weak  hy  tlie  strong. 
Hence  the  mani  burden  of  the  htws  is  ayalust  nil  Ibrms  of  rjppres- 
eion  and  injustice.  Poverty  was  a  great  *ociul  pi-ohli'm  then  as  it 
is  a  great  sociul  problem  now,  and  the  hiws  reflect  tho  tundfr 
regard  aud  deep  voiiceni  of  Uie  legitiUtoi's  for  the  cause  of  the 
pour,  tlie  helple&e.  and  the  nfilicled. 

Let  me  now  come  to  (letails.  The  laws  ahinit  'justice*  in  the 
narrower  itenae  of  the  word  rest  upon  the  fimduuiciital  Ninth 
Commaudmcut. 
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Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness  a£;ainst  thy  nei^Wwnr. 

Following  or  dependent  ij|)oii  tliis  we  liave ; 

Thou  shalt  not  ^o  up  and  tlovi-n  as  a  tale  bearer  among 
thr  people.  Thou  sfialt  nut  utter  a  false  report.  Join  not 
thyself  witli  the  wicked  to  be  an  unrighteouB  witness.  Thou 
slialt  not  follow  a  multitude  to  do  e\'il,  neither  shall  thou  iu 
a  la\e  suit^  following-  a  lUJijority,  give  evidenee  so  as  to 
pervert  justiee.  Thou  ahalt  not  faronr  a  great  man  in  hia 
suit.  Thou  ehalt  not  pervert  t!ic  just  cause  of  the  poor  in 
his  suit.  Keep  thee  far  froai  a  false  cause,  and  help  not  to 
condeinn  the  guiltless.  Thou  shalt  not  take  a  gift,  for  a  gift 
niaketh  the  seeint;  blind,  and  turaeth  the  cause  of  justiee  aside. 
Ye  shall  do  no  nnrighteousness  in  judgement:  thou  shalt  not 
respect  the  persons  of  the  [xjor  ]ior  honour  the  persons  of  the 
mighty,  but  in  righteousness  shall  tUou  judge  thy  neighbour. 
Judges  and  officers  shall  thou  make  thee  in  all  thy  gates, 
whieli  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee,  aeeording  to  thy  tribes; 
and  they  shall  judge  the  people  with  righteous  judgement. 
Thou  shall  not  wrest  judgement:  thou  shalt  not  respect 
persons :  neither  shalt  tbou  take  a  gift ;  for  a  gift  dotli  blind 
the  eyes  of  the  wise  and  pervert  the  cause  of  the  righteous. 

Note  the  warning  af,'aitist  following  a  multitude  to  Ho  etn'l  and 
(if  Ibilowitig  ilie  majority  to  pire  false  evidence,  It  often  needs 
much  moral  courage  not  to  follow  tlie  majoiity,  to  stand  up  for  au 
unpoijulnr  cause  or  person,  altlioufrli  we  honestly  believe  llmt  the 
perfcou  ur  cauj^e  is  wJiolly  in  tUe  rigbt.  Nule  toti  1lje  waniing  not 
to  be  influenced  by  the  fnvour  aud  power  of  the  great,  and  at  the 
tamo  time  not  to  be  l«d  astray  by  ujitural  compassion  or  indigiiatiou 
to  favoar,  against  the  weight  of  evidence,  tlie  '  caase '  of  ttie  poor. 
The  witness  box  luid  Uie  judgement  seat  are  alike  licillowed  by  the 
presence  of  Go«l. 

§  9.  Let  us  now  paes  on  to  laws  enjoiuiiig  fair  and  lioueat  dealing 
between  man  and  miui. 

Ye  shall  do  no  unrighteousness  in  measures  of  length,  of 

weight,  or  of  capacity.  Just  scales,  just  iveights,  a  just 
ephah  and  a  just  hin  shall  ye  have.  Tlion  shalt  not  have  in 
thy  hug  divers  weights,  a  great  and  a  small.  Thou  shalt  not 
iiave  in  tliiliie  house  divers  measures,  a  great  and  a  small. 
A  perfect  and  a  just  weight  shall  thou  have ;  a  perfeet  and 
a  just  measure  shall  thou  have. 
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Buch  a  luw  vfHH  mfvoHsury  then,  hh  it  Ih  utifurtuuately  Deccs&nry 
atill.  Tlie  fiitiphct  Amos  altucks  the  rich  and  mifiiir  merdimite 
who  Biiy, '  Wlitn  M'il!  ihc  tirjw  niimii  he  ftouc,  that  we  mny  st'll  com  1 
and  the  ealihath,  that  we  may  Fi-t  forf.h  wheat  T  mnkiiig  the  epiiali 
Braall  ftjjil  tlie  shekel  great,  hikI  (Iciiliiif?  falsely  with  IkiIhucuh  of 
deceit.'  No  ULrighteousuess  iti  buying  aiicl  selling  is  tiie  gist 
of  tiiepe  maxims.  There  htf  iiiniiy  mtiiicrn  transyri^snionB  of  thc-m 
Uesidos  faUij  weights,  Adiilt<^nition, '  corners,'  gambling  in  produce 
woukl  all  come  umler  its  lash.  [Ephah  lb  a  in»!aHurti  of  capacity 
fur  dry  goods,  aiid  kin  a  mcHHurc  uf  cupucity  for  licjuidK.J 

la  more  general  terms  we  huve  the  mftxims : 

Ye  shall  not  aleul,  ye  shzill  not  dcErniid  your  neighbour,  ye 
shall  not  lie  one  to  another.  Tiiou  shalt  not  overreach  thy 
neighbour,  neither  rob  him. 

All  these  hiws  ^o  hack  (aa  this  last  does  verbally)  to  the  simple 
hut  fur  rcRthiitp  ei(^htlj  comimiiidment, '  Thou  sbult  not  etenl-' 

Justicie  and  honesty  ujid  truth :  theae  are  the  foundations  uf  all 
right  intercourse  hetwten  man  and  man.  When  these  are  'tvantlng, 
lijw  tan  we  iidvance  to  anything  higher  \  What  ia  tlie  good  (one 
ia  soractiinea  inclined  to  aek)  of  highUown  words  ahoot  universal 
love,  wheu  men  have  not  reached  the  sta^e  of  probity,  honesty, 
intpgrity,  justirQ,  and  truth  ? 

§  lo.  I  paea  now  to  sojuc  more  8|>ei:ial  laws  for  special  classes. 

First  may  crmie  the  following  about  hired  eervatits. 

Thou  shatt  not  defra.U(l  an  hired  8frva.nt,  that  is  poor  and 
needy,  whether  lie  he  of  thy  brethren,  or  of  the  strangers 
that  are  in  thy  land  within  tfi)'  gates :  Jit  his  day  shiilt  thoti 
give  him  his  hire,  neither  shall  the  sun  go  down  upon  itj  for 
lie  is  poor^  and  Bettcth  his  heart  upon  it. 

On  a  line  with  a  law  of  fhia  kind  arc  the  laws  about  pledges. 
Loans  smoDg  themBelvcH  were  not  matterH  of  huBineea  with  the 
Hebrews  as  with  us,  for  tfic  Hc-hrewa  were  Jbrlaidileu  to  accept 
any  interest  for  money  lent.  NevertbelesB  thoy  were  allowed  to 
take  a  pledge  for  the  due  restoration  of  the  loan.  Yet  even  here, 
though  no  actual  hubiuess  wua  involved,  there  were  enjoined  varioua 
laws  of  dtliciicy  and  kindness  with  r^ugard  to  the  esiiction  of  theae 
pledges. 

No  niian  shall  taki?  the  haiidmill  or  even  tlie  upper  mill- 
stone to  pledge :  for  he  would  tiike  a  man's  life  to  pledge. 
When  thou  doat  lend  thy  neighbour  a  loan^  thou  shalt  not 
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go  into  liis  house  to  fetch  his  pledge.  Thou  slmlt  stand 
without,  and  the  nmii  to  whom  tliou  dost  lend  shuW  hring 
forth  the  pledfje  without  unto  thee.  And  if  be  he  a  poor 
man,  thou  shalt  not  sleep  with  his  pledge:  tlioii  shalt  surely 
restore  to  him  the  pledge  when  the  sun  goeth  down,  that  he 
may  sleep  in  his  mantle  and  bless  thee. 

In  au  older  cude  tlie  law  le  worded  thus  : 

If  thou  at  all  take  thy  neighbour's  mantle  to  pledge,  thou 
shalt  restore  it  unto  him  by  that  the  sun  goeth  down :  for 
that  is  his  only  covering,  it  is  him  mantle  for  bis  sl^in: 
wherein  shall  be  sleep? 

The  mantle  oi-  ujiper  Kiirmeiit  is  still  the  cuetomnry  night-shirt 
for  (be  poor  oriental  to  this  dtiy.  Tlie  miiu  who  received  the  loan 
wJts  to  have  his  own  choice  of  the  pledge  which  be  would  give. 
Henre  the  Ipntler  niiTst  'etflud  oatside.' 

§  II.  Those  who  are  mo&t  cxpuaed  to  oppreasiou  in  eaelern 
lands  ai-e  they  who  caiiuot  help  thetnaelves  or  are  not  protected  by 
any  citizen's  strong  right  haml.  The  three  clftssea  speciidly  singled 
cut  for  meu'3  eonipussiou  and  care  in  the  Motraic  codes  are  the 
widow,  the  orpbiiu,  and  the  utranger.  There  are  accordingly  lUiuiy 
nmxims  eiijoiuing  juatice  and  charity  towai-ds  them.  Quite  geaerally 
We  have  : 

Ye  s,hall  not  jifflict  any  widow  or  fatherless  child. 

And  in  the  Retrospect : 

Thou  shalt  not  pervert  justice  from  the  stranger  or  the 
fatherless;  nor  take  the  widow's  raiment  to  pledge:  but 
thou  shalt  remember  that  thou  wast  u  bondnmii  in  Egypt, 
and  the  Lord  thy  God  redeemed  thee  thenee  :  tberefore  God 
hath  eoiEiTiianded  tbee  to  do  these  things. 

The  Helirew  laws  were  given  to  a  people  which  was  mainly 
engaged  in  iigriculture.  From  the  Innd  and  its  [jroduee,  and  not 
from  commeice  or  trade,  men  in  geiieml  gained  their  livoiihoud 
aud  uiiide  UiL-ii-  wealth,  ThLTclore  fruin  the  produce  of  the  laud 
they  must  eliow  their  clmrity.  Bcuce  the  laws  of  charity  are  at 
the  game  time  iigrnriaa  laWH. 

First  we  may  take  the  law  of  gleaning. 

When  ye  reap  the  harvest  of  your  land,  thou  shalt  not 
reap  the  x^ery  comers  of  thy  field,  neither  shalt  thou  gattier 
any  gleaning  of  thy  hiirvest.     And  tbou  shalt  not  glean  thy 
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vineyardj  neither  shnlt  tlibu  f^nther  the  fallen  fruit  of  thy 
viiieyarti ;  thou  shiiit  leave  them  unto  the  poor  iind  to  the 
stranger. 

Tl>eii  in  the  coAtf  of  the  RetroFpect  we  find  the  following : 

Whei^  thou  cuttest  down  thine  harvest  in  thy  field,  and 
hast  forifot  a  sheaf  in  the  fiehl,  thou  shalt  not  go  nf^nUi  to 
fetch  it :  it  Khtill  he  for  the  stranger,  fur  the  fatherless,  and 
for  the  widow:  that  the  I^ord  thy  (iod  may  hless  thee  in  JiU 
the  work  of  thine  haiuls.  When  thou  beatest  thine  olive 
tree,  thou  shalt  not  go  over  the  Ixjughs  again;  it  shuU  be 
for  the  stranger,  fur  the  fatherless,  and  for  the  widow. 
When  thou  gatlicrest  the  grapes  of  thy  vineyard,  thou  slialt 
not  glean  it  afterward  :  it  shall  he  for  the  Btranger,  for  the 
fatherless,  and  for  the  widow.  And  thou  shalt  remember 
that  thou  wast  a  bondman  in  the  land  of  Eg^'pt:  therefore 
(irt  thou  commanded  to  do  this  thing. 

Then  we  linve  the  law  of  tlie  houudarj'. 

Thou  slialt  not  remove  thy  neighbour's  landmark,  which 
they  of  old  liine  have  set,  in  thine  inheritance  which  tlwu 
sha'lt  inherit,  in  the  land  which  the  Ixjrd  thy  God  giveth 
thee  to  possess  it. 

Land  hunger  was  strong  then  as  it  has  been  a  atrong  pnewon 
with  BoniB  ever  since,  and  it  was  (lie  'landniiirk'  yf  tlie  poor  ur 
the  wt-ak  which  was  '  i-emovifd  '  or  oiicroached  upou  bj  tlio  ri«.'li 
and  the  strong.  So  it  save  in  a  collection  of  Hebrew  Hayings  uud 
laasims  calltd  'the  Rook  of  Provtrbs,'  'Remove  not  the  land- 
iiitirk  of  the  widow:  nmke  no  encruacbmeut  ujioii  the  Field  of  thu 
fat  her  lest.' 

In  the  code  of  the  Retrospect  we.  finil  a  pecTiUnr  law  relating  to 
tithes  whldi  every  third  year  wcru  to  be  given  to  tlic  poor. 

At  the  end  of  every  three  years  tliou  shalt  bring  forth  ali 
the  tithe  of  thine  increase  in  the  same  year,  and  ahalt  lay  it 
up  within  thy  gates,  and  the  Levite  (that  is,  the  priest), 
because  he  hath  no  portion  nor  irdieritance  with  thee,  and  the 
Stranger  and  the  fatherless  and  the  widow,  who  are  within 
thy  gates,  shall  come,  and  shall  cat  and  be  satisfied. 

Again,  more  gonerolly,  the  code  says: 

If  there  be  among  you  a  poor  man  among  thy  brethren, 
witliin  any  of  thy  gates  in  thy  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God 
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giveth  thee,  thou  shiJt  not  hunWii  tliy  Iienrt,  nor  shut  thitie 
hnnd  from  thy  pour  brother:  but  thou  »halt  open  thine  hand 
wide  unto  him,  and  shalt  surely  lend  liini  sufficient  for  his 
need  in  that  which  he  wanteth.  Thou  shalt  Burely  give  hini, 
aud  thine  heart  shall  not  be  grieved  when  thou  givoet  unto 
him.  o 

Tliat  which  h  given  muat  be  given  gladly,  as  it  eays  in  the 
'  ProveibB,' '  Uod  luveth  a  cheerful  giver.' 

§  12.  The  «imfl  jiietire  aud  kinduets  which  are  to  be  shown  t«j 
the  'hointboid'  Hehrcw  ai'«  to  be  showu  to  the  'atmuger.'  By 
this  woi'd  we  ti-auslatf  the  llehrow  wyrd  G6r. 

Let  OB  hear  the  laws  respecting  luiii. 

Love  ye  the  stranger,  for  ye  were  strangers  in  the  land 
oE  Egypt.  Tliou  shaft  not  oppress  a  stranger :  for  ye  know 
the  heart  of  a  stranger,  seeing  ye  were  stningera  hi  the  land 
of  Egypt.  If  a  stranger  sojourn  with  thee  in  your  hind,  ye 
sliall  not  oppress  him.  The  stranger  that  sojonrncth  with 
you  shall  be  unto  vou  as  one  born  among  you,  and  thou  shalt 
love  him  as  thyself;  for  yc  were  striuigci's  in  the  land  of 
Egypt. 

We  know  that  there  are  snmc  Englishmen  and  some  Fi-enclimfu 
and  sonic  Germans  who,  not  content  with  loving  their  ■own  country 
best,  arc  fond  of  ruuning  down  foreigners  generallyi,  or  some  ioreign 
country  in  piirticidar.  So,  too,  it  is  sad  to  thiuk  that  there  are  people 
who,  not  content  with  <;leaving  lo  aud  loving  thsir  own  religious 
bi'uthc-rhood  and  community,  tire  fund  of  deprtciutiug  and  ruuuiiig 
down  the  religious  brolheihoyd  aud  coinniuiiity  whicli  othere,  as 
sinceie  as  themselves,  hold  denr.  A  familiar  proverb  eays,  '  Com- 
parisons are  odious.'  Yet  there  are  Bonie  people  who  are  always 
trying  to  compare  their  own  religion  with  the  religion  uf  others,  not 
merely  for  the  sake  of  showing  the  excellence  of  liieirown,  but  still 
mure  for  the  sake  i>f  allowing  tlie  wej\knes:ses  or  infer  tori  ties  of 
their  neigbhourK".  Why  do  I  mention  the  odious  conduct  of  such 
people  hprel  Because  there  are,  unfortunately,  peo]ile  who  con- 
stantly ti7  to  belittle  and  to  depreciate  the  lawg  of  the  Jews, 
and  wIk)  iire  always  gUd  to  find  nut  their  defects  aud  emphasize 
them  to  the  utmost  of  their  power.  These  churlish  persons  aiti 
maiie  soraewha.t  uneasy  by  the  beuutifal  laws  about  the  atraiiger 
to  whith  wo  have  just  Jistened.  They  are  particulariy  anxioiia  tu 
show  tfiat  till!  religion  of  Judaism  is  a  very  narrow  one,  which 
shuwe  no  care  and  teaches  no  love  for  all  wlio  are  ioeyond  ite  pale. 
(Fale  means  boundary.)     Even  if  we  Jews  say  to  them  ;  You  are 
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wholly  wroiig.  JudaUm  does  Lid  its  followers  shovr  justice  and 
love  to  all,  wliatever  tlieir  race  uud  ci-etd,  they  refuse  to  bditive  ub, 
KB  if  Uie  outjiidcr  knew  U-tter  tliuii  lie  wliu  is  willnu.  So  pvr- 
eisteut  is  tlieir  churlishneps;  so  deep-i-ootcd,  uiifortuimtely,  are 
their  prejudice  and  iiiicharitnhLenets.  TIuir  these  people  will  tell 
you  that  in  the  lIo3aii:  codes  the  word  Gfir  or  'stranjrer"  does 
not  mean  'forviyiier,'  and  that  though  the  'Btrauger'  whs  to  be 
loved  lis  if  lif  wui-e  on  Israelite,  a  'forciguer'  whs  espusud  to  in- 
justice aud  un kindness.  They  will  tell  yon,  which  is  true,  that 
while  the  Helirews  wi're  forhiddtn  to  t»ke  interest  for  money  lent 
to  an  laraclite,  they  were  allowed  to  do  so  if  they  lent  to  a 
foreifiuer.  But  in  allowinj^  iut^rt'st  to  a  foreigner,  the  law  ia  not 
allowittf/  oppiessiiiu  or  UMuiy.  It  is  simj'ly  perniiuiiig  a  form  of 
husiness,  whirh  the  '  foreigner*  would  see  no  harm  in,  hot  which  tlie 
co<le-niaherH  desired  to  suppress  (whether  rightly  or  wrongly)  among 
the  Hebrews  themselves.  It  is  true  that  the  word  Gftr  does  not 
meaa  fpreij^ner  purely  and  ahnply.  It  nieaus  the  mau  who  liiw 
lost  his  L'i(i?.enfihip  in  hin  own  country  and  has  beiionie  a  suppliant 
or  a  settler  on  Hebrew  soil.  The  foreij^uer  who  did  not  live  in 
It^rael  hut  had  a  home  elsewhere  could  hardly  be  opprest^ed  by  au 
Israelite  mouey- leader.  The  uceusatiou  is  uhsuid.  It  is  practically 
certain  that  from  the  G&r  no  interest  might  be  taken. 

Ought  the  code  to  have  said  'Love  ye  the  foreigner  an  well  ^b 
the  stranger' I  You  must  remember  that  the  codes  speak  of 
actual  life.  They  deal  with  the  ordinary  aud  rtcurreut  affairs  of 
every  day.  They  do  not  attempt  to  lay  down  a  syfitem  of  universal 
morality.  The  furvlgner  whom  it  was  important  to  care  for  and 
to  cherish  was  not  the  cfl^ual  visitor  with  a  home  of  his  own  beyond 
Israel,  but  precisely  the  G*r.  He  waa  the  forei^er  who  needed 
protection,  and  therefore  it  is  he  whom  the  Hebrews  are  biddcu 
to  protect.  We  do  not  prechehi  know  whom  the  legislators  would 
have  called  a  G£r  imd  wJiom  they  would  not  have  called  so.  But 
in  all  prohability  what  I  have  just  said  is  quite  accurate.  The  G?r 
is  the  foreigner  who  Ima  left  or  been  espdlled  i'rom  his  own  home. 
He  is  the  BUppliant  who  needs  tiie  prolectJon  of  the  citizen  lu 
who^e  land  he  has  come  to  dwelh  Hut  it  is  precisely  this  homole*s 
anil  landless  foreigner  who  was  moF.t  open  aud  liable,  through  all 
antiquity,  to  iujui^ticL-  aud  uukindncss.  Therefore  it  ie  tliat  thu 
Hebrew  codes  are  so  urgent  to  enjoin  justice  aud  love  towards  the 
stranger,  and,  these  laws  must  not  and  need  not  be  dejjreciated,  but 
sliuidd  rather  he  honoured  and  obeyed.  AVhere  people  do  not  even 
love  the  home-boru  citizen,  simply  because  he  ia  of  another  creed, 
it  is  nut  for  them  to  hint  at  liiuitatioua  in  the  litbrew  code. 
Let  them  first  learn  to  love  every  neighbour  and  every  stranger  in 
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tlieir  own  Imid  [     If  tlieit?  ar<^  tUnies  lo  throw,  tlioee  wito  dwell  m 
houses  of  thinnest  glass  fhnulJ  he  the  la-t  to  throw  theni. 

It  is  quite  tine  that  the  )<jve  of  maiikiiu!  as  «tii:h  had  not  yet 
been  grasped  as  a  rtiilizahle  idea,  when  the  Hehrew  laws  were 
cotnpileil.  But  ihe  love  of  neiyhhour  lunl  of  Biratigsv  wa^  for  all 
the  prncticfti  pui-pofes  of  cveiyday  life  an  ample  and  adt-quate 
tubatitute.  ThoHe  who  love  all  who  are  aroiiud  them  and  witli 
whom  they  came  iutu*  contact  will  ceiiaiuly  eiid  hy  embracing 
within  ti]e  circle  of  their  love  even  those  whoiu  they  hiive  never 
seen  niul  do  not  know.  The  Inter  Jewish  tenwhers  found  no 
dithciilly  in  pncMiig  fi-om  thf  Bihliciii  hiwf>  of  loving  neighlwur 
and  stranger  to  the  wider  formula,  '  Love  all  men.' 

§  1 3-  Now  I  comej  in  oonclusioD,  to  some  laws  inculcating  general 
kindnesB  and  brotherly  helpfulness  and  love. 

Thou  shalt  not  see  thy  brother's  ox  or  his  sheep  go  astray, 
and  hide  thyself  from  thein :  thou  shalt  surely  bring  them 
again  untfl  thy  brother.  And  if  thy  brother  be  not  nigh 
unto  thee,  or  if  thou  know  him  not,  then  thou  shiilt  bring  it 
unto  thine  house,  and  it  shall  be  Avith  thee  until  thy  brother 
seek  jifter  it,  :ind  thoti  sbult  restore  it  to  him  again.  In  like 
manner  shalt  thou  do  ivith  his  iiss,  :inH  so  ghalt  thou  do  irith 
bis  garment ;  and  with  every  lost  thing  of  thy  brother's,  which 
he  has  lost  and  tliou  hast  found  sbnlt  thou  do  likewise;  thou 
may<'st  not  hide  thyself.  Thou  shalt  not  see  thy  brother's 
ims  or  his  ox  falU'U  down  by  the  way,  and  hide  thyself  from 
them  :  thou  shalt  surely  help  him  to  lift  them  up  again. 

In  an  older  code  we  meet  with  the  las^t  law  fi^ain,  and  here  it  is 
very  strikiugly  worded,  for  the  owm^r  of  tho  lost  or  falh'ii  ass  is 
not  lliy  'hrollier'  liat  tliiue  'eiieiuy.' 

If  thou  meet  thine  enemy's  ox  or  his  ass  going  astray,  thou 
shult  surely  bring  it  back  to  hun  again.  If  thou  see  the  ass 
of  him  tliat  hateth  thee  fallen  under  his  burden,  thou  slmlt 
forbt'ar  to  leave  bim  in  tlie  lurch,  but  thou  sbalt  help  him  to 
release  it. 

Now  note  here  specially  the  synonjin  for  enemy.  The  enemy  ia 
he  tliut  hiitetk  iJife.  Not  Ae  whom  th'tu  liivtest.  No  law  iji  any  of 
tbe^e  codes  orders  or  allows  a  ni(in  to  hute  another.  Nor  is  it 
according  to  the  spirit  of  any  of  them.  The  law  before  us  eimply 
takes  facts  as  they  are.  Tliere  are  those  who  hate  their  nei<^hbour. 
Such  peraons  are  that  neighbour's  enemies.  The  law  then  takes 
a  pructioal  exiunple  ujid  in  this  funn  teaches  the  great  mmnm  that 
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we  are  not  to  return  evil  for  evil,  bat  that  we  are  to  return  good 
fur  evil.  Bocaaso  tUo  Kgyptlans  illlreuted  the  Israelites  and 
aUborred  thenn,  titerefore  the  Jew.'t  must  iwi  alilinr  the  K^[itiaii8, 
and  they  nmat  love  the  stranger.  Because  an  opportunity  is  given 
of  requitiiiji  our  enemy  with  like  fuT  like,  of  paying  him  out  in  his 
own  ciiin,  therfforc  wc  aro  not  to  make  uso  oi'  it.  The  stniyinpr 
ox  mast  he  returned.  Surely  we  tire  not  meant  to  sup|i<jse  that 
only  in  (his  particular  case  are  we  to  return  good  for  ftvil.  'I'hat 
indeed  would  be  to  show  u  piudgiiip  ohedieuce  to  tlie  Liw,  and  to 
deny  and  be  ftilire  to  tlie  epirit  which  diclntt'd  it. 

Oue  liiw  definitely  snye,  'Thou  shidt  not  ftale  thy  brother  In  tliy 
heart,'  And  if  we  do  licit  hate  him  in  heart,  we  ran  never 
ahow  hatred  to  hira  in  deed.  If  we  have  any  jiault  to  fmd,  then 
'thou  shftit  opeJily  rcprovt*  him,'  but  wc  lire  imt  lo  carry  in  our 
heaitB  smouldering  hatred  nnd  dieUke.  How  wiae  this  lecummen- 
dation  18.  How  many  a  quarrel  it  hatred  or  misunderEtandinj;  might 
have  been  prevented  if  there  had  been  open  speech  at  the  befiinning, 
Tliese  laws  tfuil5eiently  shew  that  it  is  quite  fulst;  to  allege  that  tiro 
eodes  tirdcred  or  allowed  the  Hebrews  to  hute  anybody,  and  from 
^anybody' the  'man  who  hateth  thee'  is  not  esdiided.  For  to 
show  kindness  and  friendship  to  the  'enemy'  is  precisely  to  ahow 
that  he  is  not  hated.  Hatred  is  bouud  to  express  itself  in  un- 
kindly deeds. 

J  14.  The  law  to  help  in  releasing  the  enemy's  aas  which  had 
fallen  down  under  ite  burden  was  partly  intended  as  a  !aw  of  kind- 
nein  towards  the  '  ent^my,'  Init.  alito  doubtless  partly  as  a  law  of 
kindness  towards  th«  aaa.  There  are  two  laws  directly  enjoining 
kiiidueihS  to  animals  iu  the  Retrospect  cuUl'. 

Thou  shalt  not  muzzle  an  ox  when  he  trcadeth  out  the  corn. 
Thou  ahalt  not  plough  witli  an  ok  and  an  ass  together. 

We  find,  tDO,  a  curious  aud  delicate  little  law  aboat  birdue^tiug. 

If  a  bird's  nest  cbaiicp  to  be  before  thee  in  the  way,  iti  any 
tree  or  on  the  ground,  with  young  ones  or  eggs,  nnd  the 
mother  sitting  U|K>n  the  youn^  or  upon  the  e^s,  thou  ahalt 
not  tukc  the  mother  with  the  young  :  thou  shalt  surely  let  the 
mother  go,  but  the  young  thou  niaycst  take  unto  thyself. 

§  15.  Returning  to  bumiin  society,  note  the  reverence — always 
a  feature  in  the  true  Jewish  cliataoter — for  age. 

Thou  shalt  rise  up  before  the  hoary  head,  and  honour  the 
face  of  the  old  man. 
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The  two  great  aiid  frpquent  physical  infirmities  of  mankind  are 
ugiuiUed  out  for  special  cure  and  pity. 

Thnii  ehalt  not  rt'vilf  the  deaf,  nor  put  a  Htumbling-block 
before  the  blind. 

Here,  again,  the  law  hag  al«-a)-B  be*n  regarded  as  wider  than  it* 
letter.  Its  spirit  in  ant  iJiercly  iiegiitive,  bnt  poMtive.  For  pare 
passivity  towards  the  helpless  is  equal  to  actual  cruelty  towardii 
those  who  cau  help  tliemselveg. 

Now  fiuidly  there  come  the  two  commandments  or  maxima  which 
anm  up  and  embmce  the  whole. 

Thou  shalt  not  avenge,  nor  bear  any  grudge  against  the 
children  of  thy  people,  but  thou  sbalt  love  thy  neighbour  na 
thyself.  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart  and  with  tdl  thy  soul  and  with  all  tliy  might. 

The  love  of  ninn  will  lead  us  on  to  the  love  of  God.  The  lore  of 
God  will  lead  us  lack  to  the  love  of  man. 

'Thou  shall  love  thy  ueightonr  as  thyself.'  Only  my  neighbour  1 
"Who  is  my  neighbour  1 

They  who  want  to  belittle  the  Hebrew  laws  say  that  'neigh- 
bourn'  in  this  law  only  means  'thy  fellow-Heliiew.'  Well,  we 
know  that  thf  suppliant  stranger  waa  included  too,  for  we  have 
the  express  command:  'Thou  slialt  love  the  stranger  as  thy^lf.' 
The  truth  is  that  the  code  simply  makes  use  of  everyday  exprt*- 
aioHR  for  the  life  nf  every  day.  Au  exact  range  and  limitation 
of  the  word  werft  certuiuly  not  in  the  mind  of  tha  legislator. 

But  even  ns  it  filiiiidt;,  and  even  acct-pting,  for  the  moment,  thu 
allc-jjc-d  limitsilioii  to  fellow-citizen  and  resident  or  suppliant 
Btrangor,  is  the  command  bo  narrow  t  Do  the  cavillers  observe  it 
themselven  1  Do  they  love  their  fellow-citizens  of  every  creerl,  and 
all  Buppliaut  and  n-»iileut  strangers  in  their  niidut  ?  Let  otdy  tiiey 
who  fulfil  the  law,  with  all  its  supposed  limitations,  cry  out  for 
more.      AV'ill  the  criers  be  many? 

A  wifte  Knglitth  bishop  of  the  last  century  haa  observed,  that  for 
niOBt  of  ua  the  love  of  mankind  is  au  '  object  too  general,  and  very 
much  out  of  our  view.  Therefore  persona  more  practical  have, 
"tstead  of  mankind,  put  our  country;  and  thia  is  what  we  cidl 

uhlic  Rpirit ;  which  in  men  of  public  stations  in  the  character  of 
itriot.  But  this  in  speaking  to  the  upper  part  of  the  world, 
gdoms  and  governtin-nts  «ri'  large;  and  the  sjihcre  of  action  oi 
the  greatest  part  of  manltind  is  much  mu  rower  than  the 
lent  they  Hve  under :  or,  however,  common  men  do  not 
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roDMdcr  their  actions  as  aflectiiig  the  whole  community  of  wbieh 
they  are  members.  There  plaiulj  is  wanting  a  le^s  general  and 
nearer  object  of  benevolence  for  the  bulk  of  men,  thau  that  of  tlieir 
country.  Tlierefoi'o  tlie  scripture,  not  being  a  book  of  theory  and 
Epeculation,  but  a  phtin  rule  of  life  for  tnanklDd,  ha^  with  the 
utmost  pottiible  propriety  put  the  principle  of  virtue  upon  the  love 
of  our  iieiglihour;  which  ia  that  part  of  the  universe,  that  part  of 
mankind,  tliat  part  of  our  country,  wbiuh  comes  under  our  imtae- 
diate  notice,  acquaintaDoe,  and  iufiaeuce,  and  with  whioii  we  have 
to  do.' 

Now  T  will  not  attempt  to  explain  or  define  what  love  meauF!,  or 
»<hould  me;ia,  ia  this  famous  law.  Let  each  ouc  find  out  that  for 
himself.  I  will  only  asli  this  one  more  queatiou  about  tlie  law. 
Why  does  it  eay  'as  tliyself?  Are  we  not  capable  of  loving 
others  more  than  we  love  ourselveB  ?  Should  we  not  often 
Bacrifice  self  for  the  aake  of  otheral — nacrifice  our  pleasure,  our 
time,  our  intereat,  our  desires  1  Have  there  not  been  uoble  men 
and  women  in  every  iLge  who  have  hiiJ  down  or  worn  out  their 
lives  for  the  sake  of  those  dear  to  them,  or  for  the  sake  of  their 
countrj"  or  mankind  i  How  much  mare  have  they  loved  otbere  than 
themselves,  seeing  that  they  have  for  their  sakcs  been  willing  to  die  1 

Self-love  huB  an  ugly  sound,  and  at  first  sight  it  would  seem  in- 
compatible with  the  love  of  others.  To  Gay  love  your  neighbour  as 
much  as  you  love  yourself  would  seem  absurd,  because  it  might  be 
said,  '//I  lovo  myf^elf,  I  cannot  love  ray  neighbour.'  But  perhaps 
what  the  maxim  really  means  is. '  That  which  you  yourself  desire  to 
have,  to  dt>,  or  to  be,  seek  that  your  neighbour  may  become,  may 
do,  and  may  possess.' 

Love  your  neighbour  aa  yourself  would  thus  turn  into  a  foim  of 
the  golden  rule :  '  "Whatsoever  ye  desire  should  happen  uuto  you, 
do  ye  even  so  unto  your  neighbour,' 

The  truth  is,  love  of  self  can  be  interpreted  in  one  way  to  mean 
something  wholly  evil,  but  in  another  way  to  mean  something 
notural  and  even  good. 

It  ig  wholly  evil  when  it  is  tdheu  to  mean  selfishness,  that  is, 
making  our  every  eflort  and  object  the  gratification  of  our  own 
desires.  If  self-love,  on  the  other  hand,  means  quite  generally  the 
desiie  or  quest  of  one's  happiness,  it  is  uatui^  and  it  may  he 
deeirable. 

A  man  may  chooee  unhappinesa  in  order  that  eomelmdy  else  may 
be  happy.  But  where  this  alternative  is  not  involved,  no  man 
desires  bia  own  uahappiuesa.  Every  man  desires  liia  own  well- 
beiny,  and  in  that  tense  loves  himself.  The  great  question  is,  '  What 
ie,  and  what  does  he  think  to  be,  his  own  weli-beiugl '    If  Smith's 
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idea  f'f  well-being  is  ccustaul  [ileusure,  Smith'e  self-love  is  poor  and 
probably  selfish.  If  Jones's  idea  of  well-lieing  is  to  become  aa 
useful,  ns  wibc,  and  as  good  its  h«  can,  then  Jones's  self-love  h  ricti 
and  valuable.  Now  if  Smitb  loves  otliei-a  as  much  as  lie  loves  Liin- 
Bclf,  he  will  try  to  litlp  tbeui  (o  tslitaiii  tljw?c  cf)ii^»t»nt  pleasures, 
vrbich  fti-e  liis  idea  of  well-heiiig.  Jf  Jouea  loves  otheis  ne  much  an 
he  lovea  himef^lf,  he  will  trj*  to  help  them  to  becoms  ua*ful,  good, 
and  wise,  for  that  is  hiit  idea  of  well-lwiiig. 

These  difTereuct'B  bL'twctn  JoneB  a)id  Smilli  are  n<;t  hrtrd  and 
fast.  Innocent  and  refiued  pleii«nri?B  of  body  and  soul  will  enter 
into  Jones's  idea  of  well-heiiL-^  aa  well  aa  into  Smith's,  and  if  Joiiea 
loves  his  neijfhhour  like  LiiiiHolf,  he  will  try  to  obtain  sut-h  wliule- 
Bome  and  leflned  pleasures  for  his  neighbour  us  well  as  for  himself. 

And  80  we  cau  make  this  further  poiut.  Love  for  your 
neighbour  is  only,  then,  truly  shown  if  it  is  in  accordance  with  your 
idea  of  well-bfing. 

You  do  not  love  your  neighlraur  ae  yourself  if  your  notion  of 
well-being  for  bim  stops  shoii.  of  your  notion  nf  well-lieinjic  f<ir  your- 
self. If,  for  instance,  yonr  idea  of  well-being  for  yourself  includes 
I'ometLin^  more  than  having  cuough  to  eat  and  drink,  and  liavLng 
ilecent  rooms  to  live  in  and  decent  clothes  to  wear,  tlien  the  hive  of 
your  neighbour  should  not  be  limited  to  the  desire  to  see  him 
merely  clothed,  fed,  and  lodged.  And  &o  tlie  law,  '  Thou  sbnlt  love 
thy  neighbour  aa  thyai'lf,'  so  far  from  being  b  swlfisli  commaudment, 
is  really  an  extremely  aiiscliish  one^  and  bo  far  frum  being  limited, 
ia  in  full  acotii-d  wilh  tboee  higher  ideas  of  chiuity  and  Jienevolence 
which  are  being  worked  out  among  ub  at  the  present  time. 

There  is  alao  a  thini  meauing  of  self-love  which  gives  a  further 
very  high  value  to  the  comniand,  'Thou  ahalt  love  thy  neighbour  aa 
thyself.'  According  to  this  third  meaning,  aclf-love  means  eflf- 
respect.  Now  of  the  aelf-reppect  which  impels  and  conetrfiins  us 
to  abstain  from  evil  we  cnimot  have  euough.  For  the  golf  which 
we  80  respect  h  worthy  of  rtsj>ect  indeed.  It  is  the  human  soul, 
God's  most  wonderful  creation  upon  eartli,  and  it  is  also  the  human 
body,  which,  as  the  casement  aint  lodging  of  the  soul,  we  must  ever 
keep  clean  and  midefilcd.  The  soul,  poised  as  it  wtre  bijtweea 
good  and  evil,  capable  alike  of  virlue  and  of  sin,  must  be  respected 
AS  the  gift  of  God,  And  even  as  we  nmst  respect  ourselves  in  our 
free  unfettered  relationship  to  God,  the  Father  of  all,  po  must  we 
respect  others.  They  too,  whether  rich  or  poor,  ignorant  or  wise, 
have  all  of  them  God-given  souls,  related,  each  one  of  them, 
separately  and  individually,  to  their  divine  Father.  Society  is 
made  up  of  many  iDdiTiffuah,  and  we  all  work  and  must  woik  for 
each  other  and  for  the  whole.     But  yet  in  one  sense,  each  one  of 
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ne  in  liia  rplRfion  to  Ooil  (and  that  is  hip  prealcst  nnfJ  ftnnl  relation) 
is  on  eud  in  liimitelf,  and  befoi-e  God,  our  Father,  each  fsoiil  fUndi* 
out  alouc.  All  are  equul  before  him,  in  this  seust*  at  leaat,  that  eac^ 
hamiui  Boul,  we  must  believe,  has  a  value  in  itself,  is  created  for 
itself,  and  is  an  end  tn  ilpelf.  71ierefore  it  is  that  000  of  the  very 
greatest  philosophprs  who  ever  lived  (his  name  was  Kftnt)  declared 
that  thu  great  law  of  universal  morality  mi<(ht  he  thus  expressed : 
'Trent  every  man  as  an  cud  and  never  as  a  mcano.'  And  wliat  is 
this  Imt  another  way  of  writing  the  maxim  :  '  Thou  shall  love  thy 
neighhcur  as  thyself } 

A  wife  says  of  her  husband,  a  man  ^ays  of  his  brother  or  hit 
friend,  he  is  my  other  self  He  is  a  part  of  me.  His  joys  are 
raiue.  His  «ijrrow»  are  mine.  So  too  my  Borrows  and  tny  joys  ai-e 
his.     You  may  remember  the  beautiful  song  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney : 

My  tnie-loTB  luth  my  heut,  and  I  b&T«  hifl, 
By  just  ejpJiimye  one  for  Another  ^v>gii  ; 
I  h<Ad  his  (ieftr,  ami  tntno  he  c&nnot  miss, 
Thnre  never  wae  a  better  b«r),'iun  driven  : 

My  true-love  bAth  tuy  liewrt,  Kctd  I  h»»e  hia. 

His  heurt  in  mo  keeps  blni  and  me  in  onn, 
My  beart  in  him  liis  thought*  and  senteH  guidm : 
He  luviw  my  heart,  for  once  it  waA  hLi  tiwn, 
1  cheriah  his  becaitse  in  mo  it  hides: 

Mj  true-luve  bkth  my  lieiu^,  mnA  I  h&ve  hia. 

This  feeling,  so  prettily  expressed  in  Sidney's  song,  seema  the 
higheel  form  or  flower  of  oar  maxim,  'Love  thy  neighbour  as  thy- 
self '  Let  hia  life  be  v.  ]inri  yf  thy  life ' ;  luid  though  we  cannot 
feel  lo  our  'neighbours'  or  feUow-men  as.  we  feel  to  Imshjind, 
brother,  or  fiiend,  Fiill  wu  cau,  an  it  were,  bo  far  absurb  tht'ir  life 
in  ours,  thjit  we  can  see  their  needs  almost  »a  clearly  as  we  see 
our  owu.  All  tliat  we  ilo  for  tliem  then,  will  be  doiR-  for  them  in 
the  spirit  of  tlie  law,  'Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.' 

We  sometimes  speak  of  '  the  poor  '  in  a  lump.  But  '  the  jwor  ' 
are  single  and  separate  htimau  beings,  just  like  ourselves.  So  must 
we  n^gani  Ihenk.  We  must  think  of  (hem  not  merely  as  a  class, 
but  fls  individuals  like  ourselves,  and  therefore  to  be  loved  like 
ourselves,  as  separate  persons,  each  witli  his  owu  wants  and  desires 
and  capacities  of  well-being,  even  as  we. 

These  are  mere  liiuts  »nd  eugges^tioiie,  but  they  will,  I  hope,  serve 
to  show  that  we  can  need  no  voider,  no  more  far-i-eaching  and  no 
more  penetrating  principle  of  morality  and  goodness  thtin  thia 
royal  command  of  Judaism,  'Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
thyself 
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CHAPTER   VII 


{  I.  We  come  back  now  to  the  history  of  the  Hebrews  fi-oiii  the 
(jeatti  of  Moees. 

There  is  a  part  of  the  Bihle  called  the  hoi>k  of  Joahua,  which 
JescribtJB  how,  under  the  leadership  of  Joshiiaj  tlie  Buceeasor  of 
Moses,  the  Hebrews  passed  over  the  river  Jordan,  and  began 
and  oompleted  the  conquest  and  settlement  of  the  land  of  Canaan. 
From  tliia  book  I  do  not,  however,  propose  to  make  any  estracta 
here.  It  is  a  tale  of  battles  and  of  war,  and  though  tales  of 
battles  a]id  of  war  have  their  value  and  their  Inteiest,  they  am 
out  of  place  in  a  book  of  religion.  They  do  not  teach  ua  directly 
about  goodnesH  and  God. 

After  the  death  of  Joabua  wc  know  vei-y  little  about  the  history 
of  the  Hebrews  for  a  long  wlille.  Between  .Toahua  imd  tha  first 
king  who  ruled  over  all  Israel — his  name  was  iSaul — tbere  lies 
a  dai'k  and  uncertain  period  of  growth  on  the  ou'e  baud,  of 
deterioration  upon  the  other.  The  Hebrews  began  to  settle 
down  ill  their  new  country,  and  they  largely  adopted  the  habita 
and  ciistonia  of  its  inhabitants.  Many  of  these  iiihaliitantfi  were 
kilted  iu  the  ware,  hut  many  more  lived  among  the  Hebrowii  and 
fonued  with  them,  aa  the  English  formed,  with  the  Korniana, 
a  single  nation.  The  Hebrews  and  the  Canaanites  mingled 
together,  and  the  Hebrews  adopted  the  higher  Cunaanit*  culture, 
tilled  the  land,  and  lived  in  cities,  This  aEsnciation  or  mitigUDg 
of  the  two  kindred  racee — for  their  languages  were  merely  varieties 
of  the  aaine  speech — Eiiu&t  naturally  have  had  a  very  deep  effect 
upon  the  Hebrews  in  very  many  waya.  It  also  affected  their 
religion,  and  on  the  whole  it  affected  it  for  the  woree.  For  the 
Cauaunitea  were  idolatoi-a,  and  the  Hebrews  botli  worshipped 
Oanaaiiite  goda  and  degraded  their  God  to  the  level  and  character 
of  a  CnnaaniCe  gotl  and  worshipped  him  impurely. 

Yet  later  agea,  Itjoking  back  upon  this  ehequered  period,  supposed 
and  therefore  painted  it  Idaeker  than  it  really  wa*i.  For  iu  truth 
the  Hybrewa  were  not  at  that  time  the  paaiionate  adherents  of  the 


THE    AGE    OF    THE    ^JUDGES* 


167 


one  true  Gcd  that  they  afterwardB  became.  Tlicy  did  not  know  him 
then  iLB  ttiey  came  to  know  him  aftorwards.  Otherwise  thoy  could 
not  have  fallen  away  from  him. 

The  compilera  and  editors  of  the  older  records  and  tales  iniag:iiied 
that  tlie  Helirews  during  this  penud  iiiubL  luivu  been  either  pure 
worsiiipperfi  of  God  or  deUtioi-ate  apostates,  wliert^as  in  fact  they 
were,  to  far  aa  we  can  judpc,  neither  one  uor  tlie  other.  They 
both  moved  forward  aud  fell  hack.  But  nevertheless  the  move 
forward  was  with  wider  steps  thau  tho  fall  back,  bo  that  upoa  the 
whole  they  gained  ground. 

§  2.  The  Jews  of  later  times  knew,  as  I  have  said,  very  little 
about  all  that  had  happened  in  the  200  yeiira  or  so  between 
Joshua  and  SjiuL  The  Hebrew  tribes  were  only  loosely  couuected 
with  each  other,  and  the  sauEe  of  nutional  unity  was  often  weak 
and  small.  It  became  strougt-r  and  more  vivid  in  timee  of  dungtT 
and  of  war.  There  were  many  smcih  timefl  during  these  aoo 
years ;  aud  tlie  later  wiiters  aaw  in  the«e  calamities  ]>uniithmentB 
of  God  for  national  iipostacy.  But  it  la  very  dangLTUus  for  short- 
aighied  mortals  to  inti-ipret  history  in  this  manner. 

These  troubled  and  stormy  times  often  produced  a  warrior- 
hero  to  cope  with  them.  Of  these  Israelite  Irtol'S  many  strange 
and  warlike  deeds  were  told,  us  ibey  ate  tu!d  too  of  warrior 
chieftains  in  other  lands.  The  comiiilei-s  and  editors  ctdkid  these 
men  'jiidi^Sj'  but  they  were  not  judgi^a  in  oni-  sensa  of  the  word 
at  all,  but  chieftaire  and  heroes,  whose  influence  was  inaiuly  felt 
in  war  and  was  of  a  local  and  teuiporary  character. 

Such  leaders  were  Ehud,  who  fought  successfully  against  the 
Moabites,  and  Barak,  who  fought  Bucceesfully  aguinet  Jahin,  an 
tiidepeiitlent  Canaanite  liing,  and  Sisera,  bia  general.  Iti  Barak's 
days  there  lived  a  famous  woman  called  Dcboi-ah,  who  encouraged 
Barak  aud  his  ariny  to  the  fi^ht  against  Jubiu  aud  Sl^era.  Tiiere 
still  survives  a  noble  song  which  is  put  in  the  moutli  of  Deborah, 
and  was  written,  if  not  by  her,  at  all  events  by  eome  poet  of  the 
time.  But  it  is  not  religious  in  our  sense  of  the  word,  aud  it 
is  also  VL-ry  difficult,  aud  therefore  1  do  uot  copy  it  out  here. 
Tlieu  tbeie  wns  Gideon,  who  fought  j^uccef-afnUy  against  the 
Midianites,  and  eo  great  did  he  become  that  he  established  a  little 
kingdom  in  his  own  tribe  of  Man-assfh,  in  which  bis  aoii  Abiniekuh 
for  a  time  succeeded  him.  Then  there  was  Jephthah,  who  fought 
siicceBsfully  against  tho  Ammonites,  and  lastly  there  was  Samson, 
who  was  a  doughty  champion  of  Israt-l  against  the  Fhilistines. 

§  3.  The  Philistiues  were  a  people,  not,  like  the  Cunaanitea, 
kindred  lo  the   Hebrews,   but  of  a  totally  different  stock.     They 
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flwelt  on  the  ctiast  line  of  the  Mtxliterniueau  Se&,  but  tlii'ir 
eastern  bonlera  roaiched  witli  letnelite  territory.  Ashkelon, 
Aehdixi,  and  Oath  were  their  chief  cities;  l>e  Biire  to  look  them 
up  upon  tlie  map  !  Towards  the  end  oi'  the  period  of  the  '  Judges ' 
they  began  to  make  hostile  iucuvBious  iuto  Hebrew  laud,  uiid 
gradually  tliey  estabJiahed  o  kind  of  supremacy  or  sovereignty 
over  all  Israel.  DoubtlpBS  it  was  the  euulheni  and  central 
portions  of  tlie  country  wlilch  Bufft^red  from  them  moat,  severely. 
It  was  this  sore  opprtsBJonof  the  Hebrews  by  the  Philistinea  which 
led  to  the  establishment  of  tlie  monarchy. 

§  4.  But  before  we  coine  to  the  story  of  itn  foundation,  when  we 

shall  liavK  real  liij^tory  to  c3e»l  with,  I  must  tell  you  some  of  the 
tales  alwut  the  htro  Sumsou,  wlvu  iu  old  Hebrew  tradition  occupiee 
the  Fame  place  as  Her<;ules  occupied  among  the  Greekfi. 

The  tides  about  Saroson  would  not  nowaduyg  form  a  |iart 
of  a  book  on  religion.  Nor  were  they  origiimlly  leligious  tales. 
But  among  the  Hebrews  the  intense  reliaious  spirit  of  a  later 
age  laid  its  Imhl  npnu  the  nutional  traditioiiB  and  the  popular 
tales,  and  (.■oi]\ertU)g  them  more  or  less  Buccessfnliy  to  its  own 
uses,  gave  them  more  or  lef-s  HJcjresfiTilly  a  religious  c&ut  or 
surrounding,  ThotK;  which  were  not  so  adopted  and  adapted 
faded  out  of  memory  and  were  unrecorded  and  uucopled.  Keltgion 
became  1he  one  grt-at  moving  force,  and  every  other  side  of  lite  was 
either  transfust'd  or  swallowed  up  by  it. 

Thia  was  in  stjnie  respects  a  good  thing  and  in  some  respecta 
B  had  thing.  It  is,  for  instance,  iu  some  rrepects  a  good  tiling 
for  patriotism  to  he  nsBociuted  with  religion,  but  it  in  also  In 
fionie  Respects  a  dangerous  and  a  bad  thing,  for  it  makes  people 
identify  the  cause  of  their  own  nation  with  the  cause  of  God, 
or  believe  that  they  are  nearer  and  dearer  to  God  tliau  their 
neigliboure. 

For  ■»«  to  appi-cciate  the  stories  uf  Samson  now  we  muftt,  on  the 
contrary,  diveft  them  of  tlieir  religious  wrapping,  and  look  at  theiu 
as  popular  tales  of  a  popuUtr  hero.  "We  must  go  hack  to  their 
oiiginaL  foi-m  aui1  character.  And  hecati&e  these  stones  of  Sameua 
are  taniong  uud  striking,  I  shall  mention  most  of  them  in  thie 
place. 

The  father  of  Samson  was  called  Manoah>«nd  he  belonged  to  the 
tribe  of  Dan.  f>amHon'6  feate  of  etrength  against  the  rhilii&tiiieg 
were  brought  about  in  the  fullowing  way. 

Samson  went  down  to  Tiinnah,  and  saw  a  woman  in 
Timnah  of  the  daughters  of  the  PhilistiiieH.     And  he  came 
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baclc^  and  told  his  father  and  his  mother,  nnd  said,  I  have 
seen  a  woman  hi  Tiiuiiah  ul'  the  daughters  uf  the  PiiilistiiieH : 
now  therefori:  pet  her  for  me  to  wife.  Then  hia  father  and 
his  niutlier  Raiii  unto  him,  l»  there  never  a  wuniaii  anion^ 
the  daughters  of  thy  hrethren,  or  amonjr  all  my  people,  that 
thou  [foesl  to  take  a  wife  of  the  Philistines  ?  And  l^amson 
said  unto  his  father.  Get  her  for  ine ;  for  ahc  pleuseth  uic 
well.  Now  at  that  time  the  Pbilii^tineK  hud  domiuiun  over 
Israel.  Then  went  Samson  cIom'u  to  Tinmah,  and  eame  Ln 
tlie  vineyarda  of  Timnah  :  and,  iK'hoKi,  a  young  lion  rtiared 
against  Ikini,  And  he  rent  him  as  he  would  have  rent  a  kid, 
and  he  had  nothing  in  his  iiand ;  but  he  told  not  his  father 
or  his  mother  what  he  had  done.  And  lie  went  down,  and 
talked  with  the  woman;  and  »he  pleased  him  well.  And 
after  u  time  he  returned  to  tnarrv  her,  and  he  turne<l  aside 
to  see  the  carf:i8C  of  the  lion  :  and,  hehold,  there  was  a  swann 
of  l>eee  and  honey  in  the  carcase  of  the  lion.  And  he  took 
thereof  into  his  hands,  and  went  un,  eating  us  he  went,  and 
he  came  to  his  father  and  mother,  and  gave  unto  them, 
and  they  did  eat :  hut  he  told  them  not  that  he  had  taken 
the  honey  out  of  the  carcase  of  the  lion. 

And  his  father  went  doMn  tuito  the  woman  :  and  Samson 
made  there  a  feast ;  for  so  used  the  young  men  to  do.  But 
from  fear  of  Snnisun  the  Philistines  Imnight  thirty  ewni- 
panions  to  he  with  him.  And  Samson  said  unto  them,  1  will 
now  put  forth  a  riddle  unto  you :  if  ye  can  declare  it  me 
within  the  seven  days  of  the  feast,  and  find  it  out,  then 
I  will  give  you  thirty  linen  shirts  and  thirty  changes  of 
raiment:  but  if  ye  cannot  declare  it  nie,  then  shall  ye  give 
me  thirty  linen  shirts  and  thirty  changes  of  raiment  And 
they  said  unto  him,  Put  forth  thy  riddle,  that  wc  may  hear  it. 

And  he  said  unto  them. 

Out  of  the  eater  came  fortli  meat. 
And  out  of  the  strong  came  forth  sweetness. 
And  tliey  could  not  in  three  days  Bud  out  the  riddle.  And  it 
came  to  pass  un  the  fourth  day,  that  they  said  unto  Samson's 
wife.  Entice  thy  husliand,  that  he  may  declare  unto  lis  the 
riddle,  lest  we  hurti  thee  and  thy  father's  house  with  fire: 
have  ye  called  us  to  impoverish  us?  And  Samson's  wife 
wept  before  him,  and  said.  Thou  dost  but  hate  me,  and  lovest 
me  not :  thou  hast  put  forth  a  riddle  unto  the  chiUlren  of 
my  people,  aud  hast  not  told  it  me.     And  he  said  unto  her, 
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Behold,  I  have  nnt  told  it  my  father  nor  my  mother,  and 
shall  I  tell  it  thee  ?  And  she  wept  before  him  the  seven 
days,  while  their  feast  lasted  :  and  it  came  to  pass  on  the 
seventh  day,  that  he  told  her,  because  she  urged  him  sore : 
and  she  tuld  the  riddle  to  the  children  of  her  people.  And 
the  men  of  the  city  said  unto  him  on  the  seventh  day  before 
the  nun  went  down.  What  is  sweeter  than  honey  ?  and  what 
is  stronger  than  a  lion  ?  And  he  said  ninto  them,  If  ye  had 
not  plowed  with  my  heifer,  }e  had  not  found  out  my  riddle. 
And  lie  went  down  to  Ashkelon,  and  smote  thirty  men  of 
them,  and  took  their  apparel,  ajid  i(ave  the  changes  of  gar- 
ments unto  them  that  told  the  riddle.  And  his  ang-er  was 
kindled,  and  lie  went  up  to  his  father's  house. 

But  it  came  to  pass  a  while  aft^r,  in  the  time  of  wheat 
harvest,  that  Samson  visited  hie  wife  with  a  kid.  But  her 
father  would  not  suSer  him  to  see  her.  And  her  father  said, 
1  verily  thought  that  thou  hadst  utterly  hated  her ;  therefore 
I  gave  her  to  thy  companion  :  is  not  her  younger  siHter  fairer 
than  she  ?  take  her,  1  pray  tliee,  instead  of  her.  And  Samson 
said  unto  them.  This  time  shall  I  be  guiltless  towards  the 
Philistines,  when  I  do  them  a  hurt.  And  Samson  went  and 
caught  three  hundred  foxes,  and  took  torches,  and  turned 
tail  to  tail,  and  put  a  torch  in  tlie  midst  between  two  tails. 
And  when  he  had  set  t}ie  torches  on  Hre,  he  let  them  go  into 
the  standing  corn  of  the  Philistines,  and  burnt  up  Iwtfi  the 
shocks  and  the  standing  corn  and  the  olivoyards.  Then  the 
Philistines  said,  Who  hath  done  this?  And  they  said,  Sam- 
son, the  s<m  in  law  of  the  Timnite,  becanae  he  look  his  wife, 
and  gave  her  to  his  compjinion.  And  the  Philistines  came 
up,  aikd  burnt  her  and  her  fiitber  with  fire.  And  Samson 
said  unto  them,  If  ye  do  thus,  surely  I  will  not  rest  until 
1  am  avenged  of  you.  And  he  smote  them  hip  and  thigh 
with  a  great  slaughter  :  and  he  went  down  and  dwelt  in  the 
cleft  of  the  crag  of  Etam. 

Then  the  Philistines  weiit  up,  and  pitched  in  Judah, 
and  spread  themselves  in  Lehi.  And  the  men  of  ,Judah 
said.  Why  are  ye  come  up  agfunst  us?  And  they  said, 
'i'o  bind  Samson  are  we  come  up,  to  do  to  him  as  he 
hath  done  to  us.  Then  three  thousand  men  of  Judah 
went  down  to  the  cleft  of  the  crag  of  Etam,  and  said 
to  Samson,  Knowest  thou  not  that  the  Philistines  are  rulers 
over  US }    what  then  is  thia  that  thou  hast  dune  unto  us  ? 
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And  he  auid  unto  tliem,  Aa  they  did  unto  me,  tm  have  t  dune 
unto  tlipm.  And  they  said  unto  him,  We  are  come  dnivn  to 
hind  thee,  thiit  we  may  deliver  thee  into  the  hand  of  the 
Philistines,  And  Sam«on  said  unto  thciu.  Swear  unto  me, 
that  yc  wiJl  not  fall  upon  me  yourselves.  And  they  spake 
unto  huu;,aayins, No  ;  hut  Me  will  hind  thee  fast,  and  deliver 
thee  into  their  hiuid  :  hut  surely  we  will  not  kill  thee.  And 
tliey  hound  him  with  two  new  eords,  and  bronght  him  up 
from  the  craj^. 

When  he  came  unto  I-iChi,  the  Pliitistines  shouted  at  him. 
But  the  cords  that  were  upon  his  arms  became  aa  flax  that 
was  burnt  with  tire.  :uul  his  hands  loosed  from  o€E  his  hands. 
And  he  found  a  new  jawbone  of  an  Jiss,  and  put  forth  his 
hand,  and  took  it^and  slew  a  thousand  men  therewith.  And 
Samson  said^ 

W' ith  the  jawbone  of  an  ass,  heaps  upon  heaps, 
With  the  jawbone  of  an  ass  have  I  shiin  a  thousand  men. 
And  it  came  ta  pass,  wlieji  he  had  made  an  eiul  of  speaking, 
that  he  cast  away  the  jawbone  out  of  his  hand ;  and  the 
place  was  called  llamath-lebi,  the  hill  of  the  jawbone. 

And  Samson  went  to  Gaza.  And  it  was  told  tbe  Gazitea, 
saying,  Samson  Is  come  hither.  And  they  compassed  him 
in,  aiui  laid  M-ait  for  him  all  night  in  the  gate  of  the  city,  and 
were  quiet  all  the  niijht,  saying.  In  the  morning,  when  it  is 
day,  v,c  sbftU  kill  bini.  And  Samson  lay  till  midnight,  and 
arose  at  midnight,  and  grasped  the  doors  of  the  gate  of  the 
city,  ami  the  two  posts,  and  tore  them  up,  bar  and  all,  and 
put  tlicni  upon  his  sboijldi'ra,  and  carried  them  up  to  the  top 
of  the  hill  that  is  before  Hebron. 

And  it  came  to  pass  afterward,  that  he  loved  a  woman  in 
the  vultey  of  Sorek,  whose  name  was  Delilah.  And  the 
lords  of  the  Philistines  came  up  unto  her,  and  said  unto  her. 
Entice  him,  and  see  wherein  his  great  strength  lieth,  and  by 
what  means  we  may  conquer  him,  that  we  may  bind  him  to 
prevail  against  him  :  and  we  will  give  thee  every  one  of 
us  eleven  Inmdred  pieces  of  silver.  And  Delilah  said  to 
Samson,  Tell  mc,  1  pray  thee,  wherein  thy  great  strength 
lictb,  and  wherewith  thou  mightest  be  hound  to  prevail 
against  thee.  And  Samson  said  unto  her,  If  they  bind  me 
with  seven  new  cords  that  were  never  dried,  then  shall 
1  become  weak,  and  be  as  another  man.  Then  the  lords  of 
the  Philistines  brought  up  to  her  seven  new  cords  which  had 
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not  been  dried,  ami  she  bound  him  with  them.  Now  there 
were  men  lying  in  wait  abiding  in  tlie  inner  chamber.  And 
she  sitid  untu  him.  The  Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson. 
And  he  brake  the  cords,  as  a  thread  of  tow  is  broken  when  it 
toueheth  the  fire.     So  his  strength  wiis  not  known. 

And  Delilah  said  unto  Samson,  Behold,  thou  hast  mocked 
me,  and  told  me  Ues :  now  tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  wherewith  thou 
mightest  be  bound.  And  he  said  unto  her.  If  they  bind  me 
fast  with  new  ropes  wherewith  work  hath  not  been  done, 
then  shall  1  become  weak,  and  be  as  another  man.  So 
Delilah  took  new  r^jpen,  ami  bound  him  therewith,  and  said 
unto  him,  The  Philistines  he  upon  thee,  Samson.  And  there 
were  liers  in  wait  abiding  in  the  inner  chamber.  And  he 
brake  them  from  off  his  arms  like  a  thread. 

And  Delilah  said  unto  Samson,  Hitherto  thou  hast  mocked 
me,  and  told  me  lies :  tell  me  wherewith  thou  mightest  be 
bound.  And  he  said  unto  lier,  If  thou  weavest  the  seven 
locks  of  my  head  with  the  web  and  fastenest  it  with  the  pin, 
then  shall  I  become  weak  and  be  as  another  man.  So  when 
he  slept,  Delilah  wove  liis  locks  with  the  web  and  fastened  it 
with  the  pin,  and  said  unto  him.  The  Philistines  he  upon 
thee,  Samson.  And  he  awaked  out  of  his  sleep,  and  tore  out 
the  pin  of  the  beam,  and  the  web. 

And  she  said  unto  him.  How  canst  thou  say,  I  love 
thee,  when  thine  heart  is  not  witli  me?  thou  bust  mocked 
me  these  three  times,  and  hast  not  told  me  wherein  thy 
great  strength  Heth.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  she 
pressed  him  daily  with  her  words,  and  urged  him,  that  his 
Boid  was  vexed  unto  death.  And  he  told  her  all  his  heart, 
and  said  unto  her.  There  Iiath  nut  come  a  razor  upon  mine 
head  from  my  birth  :  it  I  he  shaven,  then  my  strenfjth  will 
go  from  me,  and  1  shall  become  weak,  and  be  like  any  other 
man.  And  when  Delilah  saw  that  he  had  told  her  all  liis 
heart,  she  sent  and  called  for  the  lords  of  the  Philistines, 
saying,  Come  up  this  once,  for  he  hath  sJiewed  me  all  his 
heart.  Then  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  came  up  imto  her, 
and  brought  the  money  in  their  hand.  And  she  made  him 
sleep  upon  her  knees  ;  and  she  called  for  a  man,  and  he 
shaved  off  the  seven  locks  of  his  head ;  and  be  grew  weaker 
and  weaker,  and  his  8tren.gth  went  from  him.  And  she  said, 
The  Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson.  And  he  awoke  out 
of  his  sleep,  and  said,  I  will  go  out  as  at  other  times,  ami 
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shake  myself.  But  he  wist  not  that  his  strength  was  departed 
from  }iim.  And  the  Phili»tii)i;a  took  him,  and  put  out  Iiis 
eyes ;  and  they  broufjht  liim  down  to  Gaza,  and  bound  him 
with  ft'tters  of  brass;  and  he  did  jijriiid  in  the  prison  house, 
HowlM'it  the  hair  of  his  head  began  to  grow  again  after 
he  WHS  shaken. 

And  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  gathered  them  together 
to  oiTer  a  great  sacnlicc  unto  Dagun  their  god,  and  to  rejoice  : 
for  they  said.  Our  god  hath  delivered  Sunison  our  enemy  into 
our  hand.  And  when  the  people  aaw  him,  they  praised  their 
got! :  for  they  said.  Our  god  hath  dehvered  into  our  hand 
our  ejiemy,  and  the  destroyer  of  our  country,  who  slew  so 
many  of  ns.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  their  hearts  were 
merry,  that  they  said,  Cull  for  Samaon,  that  he  may  make  ua 
sport.  And  they  called  forSaujsoii  out  of  the  prison  house; 
and  he  made  them  sport:  and  they  set  him  between  the 
pillars.  And  Samson  said  unto  the  lad  that  held  hhn  by  the 
hand,  SnfEer  me  that  I  may  feel  the  pillars  whereupon  the 
house  standeth,  that  1  may  lean  upon  them.  Now  the  house 
was  full  of  men  and  women;  and  all  the  lords  of  llie 
Philistines  were  there ;  and  there  were  upon  the  roof 
about  three  thmisand  men  and  women,  that  beheld  while 
Samson  made  sport.  And  Samson  called  unto  God,  and 
said,  O  Lord  God,  remember  me,  I  pray  thee,  and  strengthen 
nic,  1  pray  tliee,  only  this  once,  O  God,  that  I  may  be  at 
once  avenged  of  the  Philistines  for  my  two  eyes.  And 
Samson  took  hold  of  the  two  middle  pillars  upon  which  the 
house  stood,  and  st;tyed  himself  upon  them,  the  one  with  his 
right  hand,  and  the  other  with  his  left.  And  Samson  said. 
Let  me  die  ^vith  the  Philistines.  And  he  bowed  Iniiiself  with 
all  his  nught ;  and  the  house  fell  upon  the  lords,  and  upon 
all  the  people  that  were  therein.  So  the  dead  which  he  slew 
at  his  death  were  more  than  they  which  he  slew  iin  his  life. 
Then  his  brethren  and  all  the  house  of  his  father  came  down, 
and  took  him,  and  brought  him  up,  and  buried  him  between 
Zorah  and  Eshtaol  in  the  buryingplaceof  Manoah  his  father. 

If  we  want  to  see  what  can  be  made  of  the  story  of  Samson  from 
a  religious  point  of  view,  we  luuHt  read  Miltoa'a  noble  poem  called 
Samson  Agoaistea. 

§  5.  Aa  a  vivid  and  delightful  contrast  to  the  ator}'  of  Shuisoi], 
1  shuU  here  insert  the  story  of  Rutli.     Kuth  ia  aUu  a  btuiy  dealing 
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with  tlie  peiiod  of  the  Judges,  hut  it  iTas  probftbly  written  many 
hundred  years  later.  Instead  of  fighting  and  slaughter  aud  deceit, 
we  are  introduced  here  to  sceneB  of  geutleuesa  uud  fidelity  and 
peace.  I  will  try  to  uxplaiii  certain  ditficultiee  of  tiiia  beautiful 
tale  when  we  have  heard  it  hU. 


And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  days  when  the  judf^es  ruled, 
that  there  was  a  famine  in  the  land.  And  a.  certain  man 
of  Bethlehem  in  Judah  wcait  to  sojourn  in  the  country  of 
Moab,  he,  and  his  wife,  and  his  two  sons.  And  the  name 
of  the  man  wag  Elimelech,  and  the  name  of  his  wife  Naomi, 
and  the  name  of  his  two  sons  Mahlun  and  Chilion.  And 
they  came  into  the  country  of  Mouh,  and  continued  there. 
And  Elimelech  Naomi's  husband  died  ;  and  she  was  left,  and 
her  two  sons.  And  thcv  took  them  wives  of  the  women  of 
Moab;  the  name  of  the  one  was  Orpah,  and  the  name 
of  the  other  Ruth :  and  they  dwelled  there  about  ten  years. 
And  Mahlon  and  Chilion  died  both  of  them ;  and  the  woman 
was  left  of  her  two  sons  and  of  her  husband. 

Then  she  arose  with  her  daughters  in  law,  that  she  might 
return  from  the  country  of  Moab :  for  she  had  heard  in  the 
country  of  Moab  how  that  God  had  visited  his  people  m 
giving"  them  bread.  So  she  went  forth  out  of  the  place  where 
she  was,  and  her  two  daug'hters  in  law  with  her ;  and  they  went 
on  tlie  way  to  return  unto  the  land  of  Judah-  And  Naomi 
said  unto  her  two  daughters  in  law,  Go,  return  each  to  her 
mother's  house:  may  God  deal  kindly  with  yon,  as  ye  have 
dealt  with  the  dead,  and  with  me.  God  grant  you  that  ye 
may  find  rest,  ench  of  you  in  the  house  of  her  husband. 
Then  she  kissed  them;  and  they  lifted  up  their  voice,  and 
wept.  And  they  said  unto  her.  Not  so;  we  will  aurely 
return  with  thee  untw  thy  people.  And  Naomi  said,  Turn 
again,  my  daujjhters :  why  will  ye  go  with  me?  for  it 
grieveth  me  much  for  your  sakes,  for  the  hand  of  God 
is  gone  out  against  me.  And  they  lifted  up  their  voice, 
and  wept  again:  aud  Orpah  kissed  her  mother  m  law;  but 
Ruth  clave  unto  her. 

And  she  said,  Behold,  thy  sister  in  law  is  gone  hack 
unto  her  people,  return  thou  after  thy  sister  in  law.  But 
Ruth  said,  Intreat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  and  to  return 
from  follow^tug  after  thee:  for  whither  thou  goest,  I  vnM 
go;  and  where  thou  lodgest,  I  will  lodge:  thy  people  shall 
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be  my  people,  und  thy  God  my  God :  where  thou  dlest, 
will  1  die,  and  thei-e  will  I  lie  burlfnl :  (iod  do  so  to  nie,  and 
more  also,  if  auyht  hut  de.-ith  pjirt  tUv^  and  me.  And  wlien 
she  saw  that  she  wiut  stedfastly  minded  to  go  with  her,  she 
left  spenkinj;;  unto  her.  So  they  two  went  uutil  they  came 
to  Bcthli-heni. 

And  it  ciinie  to  piias,  when  they  were  come  to  Bethlehem, 
that  all  the  city  was  moved  alxtut  them,  and  the  wonieji 
saidj  Is  this  Naomi  ?  And  she  Baid  unto  them,  Call  me 
not  Naomi  (Pleasiint),  call  me  Mara  (Bitter) :  for  the 
Almighty  hatli  dealt  very  bitterly  with  me.  1  went  out  full, 
and  God  hath  brouj^bt  me  home  again  empty  :  why  call  ye 
me  Naomi,  seeing  the  Altuiglity  huth  ulQicted  me?  So 
Naomi  returned,  and  Ruth  the  Moabitcss,  her  daughter  in 
law,  with  her,  out  of  the  countrj'  of  Moah :  and  tliey  came 
to  Bethlehem  in  the  beginning  of  barley  harvest. 

And  Naomi  had  a  kinsituui  of  her  husbimd's,  a  mighty 
man  of  wl-ilUIi,  of  the  family  of  Klimelcch ;  and  his  name 
was  Bo:iz.  And  Kuth  the  Moabitess  said  unto  Naomi,  Let 
me  now  go  to  the  field,  and  glean  ears  of  corn  after  him 
in  whose  sight  1  shall  find  grace.  And  she  said  unto  her. 
Go,  my  daughter.  And  she  went,  and  came  and  gleaned 
in  the  field  after  the  reapers :  and  her  hap  was  to  light  oil 
the  field  hclimgiMg  unto  fioaz,  who  was  of  the  family  of 
Elimelech.  And,  behold,  Boaz  came  from  Bethlehem,  and 
said  unto  the  reapers,  God  he  with  you.  And  they  answered 
him,  God  bless  tliee.  Then  said  Boaz  unto  his  servant  that 
was  aet  over  the  reapers,  Whose  damsel  is  this?  And  the 
servant  that  was  set  over  the  reapers  answered  und  said,  It  is 
the  Moabitifih  tiamsel  that  c;ime  back  with  Naomi  out  of  the 
countiy  of  Moab :  and  she  said,  1  pray  ycm,  let  nie  glean, 
and  gather  after  the  reapers  among  the  sheaves :  so  she 
came,  and  hath  continued  even  from  the  morning  until  now; 
she  hath  not  rested  even  a  little.  Then  said  Boaz  xinto 
Uuth,  Hcarest  thou  not,  my  daughter?  Go  not  to  gleaa  in 
another  field,  neither  go  from  hence,  but  abide  here  fast  by 
my  maidens.  Let  thine  eyes  he  on  the  field  that  they  do 
reap,  and  go  thou  after  them :  have  1  not  charged  the  young 
men  that  they  shall  not  touch  thee  f  and  when  thou  art 
athirst,  go  unto  the  vessels,  and  drink  of  tliat  whicli  the 
young  men  draw.  Then  she  fell  on  her  face,  and  bowed 
herself  to  the  ground,  and  satd  unto  him.  Why  have  I  found 
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graci!  ill  thine  eyea,  tliiit  tliuu  sliouldest  take  knowlf^dtte  of 
iiie,  seeing  I  am  a,  foreigner?  And  Boa?:  answered  and 
suid  unto  her,  It  luith  fully  been  nliewed  me,  all  that  thou 
hast  done  unto  thy  mother  in  law  since  the  death  of  thine 
husband :  and  how  thou  hast  left  thy  father  and  thy  mother, 
and  the  land  of  thy  nativity,  and  art  eonic  unto  a  peo[)te 
which  tliou  knewest  not  heretofore.  God  recompenae  thy 
work,  and  a  full  reward  be  given  thee  of  the  God  of  larael, 
under  whose  wings  thou  art  come  to  trust.  Then  she  said, 
Let  me  find  favour  in  thy  sight,  my  lord ;  for  that  thou 
hast  comforted  me,  and  for  that  thou  hast  spoken  friendly 
unto  thine  handmaid,  though  I  be  not  like  unto  oue  of 
thine  handmaidens. 

And  at  mcid-tiinc  Boaz  said  unto  her.  Come  hither,  and 
eat  of  the  bread,  and  <lip  thy  morsel  iu  the  vinegar.  And 
she  sat  beside  the  reapers :  and  he  put  roasted  corn  before 
her,  and  she  did  eat,  and  was  sufficed,  and  left.  And  when 
she  uua  risen  up  tt)  kI*-'^"'  Boaz  commanded  his  young  men, 
saying.  Let  her  glean  even  among  the  sheaves,  and  reproach 
her  not.  And  let  fall  also  some  of  the  handfuls  of  purpose 
for  her,  also  pull  and  leave  them,  and  let  her  glean,  and 
rebuke  her  not.  So  she  gleaned  in  the  field  until  even,  and  beat 
out  that  she  had  gleaned,  and  it  was  about  an  ephah  of  barley. 

And  she  took  it  up,  and  went  into  the  city :  and  her  niotlier 
in  law  saw  what  she  had  gleaited :  and  she  brought  forth  and 
gave  to  her  that  she  had  reserved  after  she  was  sufficed.  And 
her  mother  in  law  said  imto  her.  Where  hast  thou  gleaned 
to-day  ?  and  where  didst  thou  work  ?  blessed  be  he  that 
did  take  knowledge  of  thee.  And  slie  sheweil  her  mother 
in  law  with  whom  she  had  worked,  and  said.  The  nian^a 
name  with  whom  i  worked  to-day  is  Boaz.  And  Naomi 
said  unto  her  daughter  in  law,  Blessed  be  he  of  God,  who 
liatli  not  left  off  his  kindness  to  the  living  and  to  the  dead. 
And  Naomi  said  unto  her,  The  man  is  nigh  of  kin  unto  us, 
one  uf  our  next  kinsmen.  And  Ruth  the  Moabitcss  suld. 
He  said  unto  me  also,  Thou  shalt  keep  fast  by  my  young 
men,  until  they  have  ended  all  my  harvest.  And  Naomi 
said  utito  Ruth  her  daughter  in  law.  It  is  good,  my  daughter, 
that  thou  go  out  with  his  maidens,  so  no  one  can  vex  thee 
in  the  field  of  another.  So  she  kept  fast  by  the  maidens 
of  Boaz  to  glean  unto  the  end  of  barley  harvest  and  of  wheat 
harvest;  and  she  dwelt  with  her  mother  In  law. 
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And  Naomi  her  mother  in  law  said  unto  her.  My  dauphter, 
shall  1  not  seek  rest  for  thee,  that  it  may  be  weli  with  tliee? 
And  now  it)  not  Buaz  of  <Kir  kiiulred,  with  whosf  niaitletis 
tliou  M"ast  ?  Behol<],  hv-  wiiinowcth  harley  to-iiigbt  in  the 
threshinf^-floor.  VVhs]»  thyself  therefore.  luul  nnoint  thee, 
and  put  thy  raiment  U|>on  thee,  and  get  thee  down  to  the 
floor:  but  make  not  thyself  known  unto  the  man,  until  he 
shall  have  done  eating  and  drinkiiiir.  And  it  shall  he,  when 
he  lieth  dnwn,  that  thou  shall  mark  the  place  when?  he  shall 
lie,  and  ttimi  slialt  4^0  in,  and  uncover  his  feet,  and  lay  thee 
down ;  and  he  will  tell  thee  what  thou  shalt  do.  And  she 
said  unto  her,  All  that  thou  sayest  unto  mc,  I  will  do. 

And  she  wont  down  utit'*  the  floor,  and  diil  according  to  all 
that  her  mother  in  law  bade  her.  And  when  Boa/  hn<i  eaten  and 
drunk,  and  his  heart,  was  merry,  he  went  to  lie  down  at  the 
end  of  the  heap  of  corn  :  and  she  came  softly,  and  uncovered 
his  feet,  and  laid  hn-r  down.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  mid- 
night, that  tht  man  was  htartlpd,  and  turm-d  hiuiat'lf :  and, 
behold,  a  woman  lay  at  hta  feet.  And  he  said.  Who  art 
thou  ?  And  she  answered,  I  am  Kuth  thine  handtnaid : 
spread  therefore  thy  skirt  o%'er  thine  handmaid;  for  thou 
art  a  near  kinsuiait.  And  he  said.  Blessed  be  thou  uf  God, 
my  daug'hter:  thou  hast  shewed  more  kindness  in  the  latter 
end  than  at  the  bej^innini^,  inasmuch  as  thou  folliweilHt  not 
young  men,  whether  poor  or  rich.  And  now,  my  daughter, 
fear  not ;  I  will  do  to  thee  all  that  thou  sayest :  for  nil  the 
city  of  my  people  doth  kr]ow  that  thou  art  a  virtuims  woman. 
And  now  it  is  true  that  I  am  thy  near  kinsman:  howtn'it 
there  is  a  kinsman  nearer  than  1.  Tarry  this  night,  and 
it  shall  he  in  the  morning,  that  if  he  will  perform  imto  thee 
the  part  of  a  kinsman,  well;  let  him  do  the  kinsman's  part: 
but  if  he  uill  not  do  the  part  of  a  kinsmun  to  thee,  then 
I  will  do  the  part  of  a  kinsman  to  thee,  as  God  llveth :  iie 
down  until  the  moniing.  And  she  lay  at  his  feet  until  the 
morning :  and  she  rose  up  before  one  could  know  another. 
For  he  thought,  Let  it  not  l)e  known  that  the  woman  came 
to  the  Hour.  And  he  said,  Bring  the  cloak  that  is  upon  thee, 
and  hold  it ;  and  when  she  held  it,  he  measured  six  measures 
of  barley,  and  laid  it  on  her :  and  she  went  into  the  city. 
And  M-hen  she  came  to  her  mother  in  law,  she  said,  How 
hast  thou  fared  my  daughter  ?  And  she  told  her  all  that 
tlie  man  had  done  to  her.     And  she  said.  These  sw  measurL's 
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of  hurley  jt^ivc  lie  uie ;  for  hu  said.  Go  not  empty  unto  thy 
iiKither  in  hivv.  Then  she  aaid.  Sit  still,  my  <lauglitpr,  until 
thou  know  how  the  matter  M-ill  fall :  for  the  man  will  nut 
rest,  until  he  have  finished  the  thing  this  day. 

Now  Buax  went  up  to  the  ^ite,  iind  sat  him  down  there: 
aiidf  behold,  the  kinsnitLn  uf  wham  Buaz  spake  came  by ; 
unto  whom  he  snid.  Ho,  ituch  a  one  1  turn  aside,  sit  down 
here.  And  he  turned  aside,  and  sat  down.  Ami  he  took 
ten  men  of  the  elders  of  the  city,  and  saidj  Sit  ye  down  here. 
And  they  sat  down.  And  h^^  said  unto  the  near  kinsman, 
Naomi,  that  is  come  a,?^atn  out  of  the  country  of  Moab,  Imth 
S'tld  the  parcel  of  latJiJ,  ivhich  was  our  kinsman  Klimelech's : 
and  1  tliought  to  tell  it  thee,  saying.  Buy  it  before  the  ehlers 
of  my  people.  If  thou  wilt  redeem  it,  redeem  it:  but  if  thou 
wilt  not  redeem  it,  then  tell  me,  that  1  may  know :  for  there 
is  uone  to  redeem  it  beside  thee ;  and  I  am  after  thee.  And 
be  said,  1  will  redeem  it.  Then  said  Boaz,  What  day  thou 
buyest  the  field  of  the  hand  of  Naomi,  th(m  must  buy  also 
Ruth  the  Moahitess,  the  wife  of  the  dead,  to  raise  \ip  the 
name  of  the  dead  upon  his  inheritance.  And  the  near  kins- 
man said,  I  eaunut  redeem  it  for  myself,  lest  1  mar  mine 
own  inheritance :  do  thou  take  over  my  right  and  redeem 
it;  for  I  cannot  redeem  it.  Now  this  was  the  rite  in  former 
time  in  Israel  concerning'  redeeming  and  concerning"  ex- 
changing, to  confirm  all  things;  a  auan  di-ew  off  his  shoe, 
and  ^avc  it  to  his  neighbour:  and  this  was  tlie  method  of 
attestatioti  in  Israel.  So  the  kinsman  said  unto  Boaz,  Buy 
it  for  thyself.     zVnd  he  drew  off  bis  shoe. 

And  Boa/,  said  unto  the  elders,  and  unto  all  the  people,  Ye 
are  witnesses  this  day,  that  I  have  bought  all  that  was  Klime- 
IcchX  and  all  that  wiia  C'hiliuii's  and  Mahlon's,  of  the  hand  of 
Naomi.  Moreover  Kuth  the  MoabJtess,  the  wife  of  Mahlon, 
have  I  purchased  to  he  mv  wife,  to  raise  up  the  name  of  the  dead 
upon  his  inlierit;ance,  that  the  name  of  the  dead  be  not  cut 
off  from  among  his  brethren,  and  from  the  gate  of  his  place  : 
ye  are  witnesses  this  day.  And  all  the  people  tltat  were  in 
the  gate,  and  the  elders,  said.  We  are  witnesses.  God  make 
the  woman  that  is  coint;  into  tliine  house  like  the  house  of 
Jacob  who  did  buikl  the  house  of  Israel,  atul  do  thou  worthily 
in  Ephrathah,  and  be  famous  in  Bethlehem,  So  Boaz  took 
Uuth,  and  she  was  his  %vifej  and  she  bare  a  son.  And  the 
M'omen  said  unto  Naomi,  Blessed  be  God,  who  hath  not  left 
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thee  this  day  without  a  kiiisman ;  may  hia  name  be  famous 
ill  Isruci  And  he  shall  be  uiiUi  thee  u.  restorer  of  life,  and 
a  iiourisher  of  thine  old  age  :  for  thy  daui^hter  in  law,  who 
loveth  thee,  who  is  l)^tter  to  thee  tlian  seven  sons,  hath  borne 
him.  And  Naomi  txjok  the  child,  and  laid  it  in  her  bosom, 
and  became  nurse  unto  it.  And  the  women  her  neighbours 
gave  it  a  name,  sayiujc,  There  is  a  sou  born  to  Xaomi ;  mid 
they  called  his  name  Obed :  be  is  the  father  of  Jesse,  the 
father  of  Daviil. 


'  God  grant  you  that  ye  tnay  find  rest.'  Naomi  hopes  that 
Orpfth  auJ  Kuth  may  luarry  again,  and  £ud  rest  and  protection 
through  tlie  strong  ai-m  of  their  hushuiids.  So  later  on  when 
Naomi  aiiya  to  Buth,  'my  dnughterj  shall  I  nut  seek  i-eat  for  iUt^e,' 
this  meaug  tliat  Naomi  hopes  to  be  able  to  bring  ahout  a  marriage 
between  Boaz  and  Ruth. 

In  ancient  times  Jn  Israel,  just  as  at  the  present  day  la  uitiuy 
eaateru  hinds,  everybody  was  slranguly  unxlouH  to  have  a  sou.  It 
seemed  an  awful  thing  to  them  if  a  family  dieili  out,  or  if  a  man'a 
land  pasted  away  from  his  direct  doycenJauts.  Si>  if  a  ma,n  died 
and  leJt  a.  widow  but  no  children,  the  custom  apparently  prt'vailutl 
for  the  nearest  relative  who  was  willing  and  available  to  uiorry  the 
widuw.  If  they  had  a  ton,  thnt  son  inherited  the  land  of  hia 
motherV  ficst  husband,  eo  flint  his  '  name '  and  '  family  '  were  still 
preserved.  Happily  we  are  very  little  troubled  to-day  by  careH 
like  these.  We  know  well  enough  that  fainUiea  aud  unmes  arise 
and  die  ont,  and  that  the  only  impurtaat  thinj?  is  that  a  man  while 
he  ifi  alive  should  do  the  beet  witfi  his  own  life.  Now  the  land  of 
Elimelech,  Naomi's  hnsband,  which  would  have  been  inherited  by 
Mahlcn  and  Chilian,  had  they  lived,  wae  sold  by  Naojni  after  their 
death.  Sales  oi'  thtii  kind  were,  however,  iubject  to  a  corajmlsory 
pnwer  of  repurchase.  The  originul  o^vner  or  Ids  fiimity  could  buy 
tbe  land  back  ngain.  Boaz  accordingly  aska  tbe  '  nearest  kinsman' 
(the  ixact  degree  of  relationship  U  not  atated,  neither  is  that  of 
Boaz)  to  repurchase  or  redeem  the  hind  which  Naomi  had  sold. 
The  words  lire  '  to  buy  it  hack  horn  Naoioi,"  but  it  is  supposed  that 
this  means  '  buy  it  back  from  the  man  to  wlitiiu  Nnomi  had  F.oId  it.' 
The  nearest  kiuwmau  is  willing  to  buy  the  land,  but  he  it>  unwilling 
to  marry  liuth  ua  well.  Yet  the  ou«  was  involved  in  the  othvr. 
He  is  tLiixiuuB  to  maintain  his  own  'name,'  and  cures  leas  for 
Elunelecli's.  So>  ns  he  cannot  and  will  not  inarrj'  Ruth,  be  cinnot 
redeem  the  land,  and  ho  therefore  formally  re-linquiahes  bi^  rljfht, 
and  Boaz  takes  Ids  place.  He  'redeems'  the  laud  and  marries 
Iluth. 
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Tliuy  Rulh,  u  foreigrifr  »utl  a  Jfoiiiiitess,  whs  tin;  j^uat  ^ff^*'''" 
iDotLer  of  the  famous  ^^mg  David,  And  in  all  probability  the  moral 
wliich  the  gfputln  and  tender  story  was  iutended  to  teach  wan  thirt. 
Tlie  Jews  at  one  time  became  proudly  aail  foolishly  coiicerut'd 
about  purity  of  blood,  as  if  God  looked  to  rinjc  aud  lioeage  ratht-r 
than  to  piety  aud  gouduesa.  as  if  he  cared  foi-  purity  of  bloud  nither 
than  for  purity  ot  life,  lu.ilead  of  lieing  anxious  to  8]iread  their 
own  Iiiglier  kuowledfre  of  God  and  guodiies&  among  tlie  nations 
around,  they  ehut  themselves  up  in  a  rin;^  fence  of  isolation  and 
contempt.  They  forgot  their  mission,  Thoy  forgot  that  they  can 
only  then  he  a  'peculiar  tiea^urrt'  if  they  seek  to  impart  to  othprs 
what  they  tliemseh-es  possefs.  They  forgot  that  if  they  have  heeu 
given  more,  more  is  expect'^d  of  them  in  return.  There  were,  indeed, 
aeveral  uiixwini^tancra  which  made  their  fault  excu8i*blf,  hut  it  was 
none  the  lei-a  a  fault  and  not  a  virtue.  Tliey  ehonld  have  said  to 
themselves,  'the  more  willing  Ji^ws  there  are  in  the  world  the 
better,  be  their  race  and  lineage  what  it  may.'  But  they  wanted 
the  word  'Jew'  to  denote  exclusively  the  members  of  a  single 
nation,  instead  of  (what  they  had  the  chani-e  of  making  it  denote) 
the  memlierrt  of  a  religions  biothfrhood,  Not  long  after  one  of  the 
"greatest  te»chers~fHey  evTr" possessed  liatl  shaduwed  furth  ati  idt-al 
so  much  richer  ami  purer,  they  wanted  to  keep  Judaism  to  the  old 
ideas,  one  of  which  waa  that  every  race  and  people  had  quite 
naturally  its  omti  religion  and  Its  own  God,  And  yet  all  the  time 
they  were  well  aware  that  there  was  only  one  true  Uod,  who  in 
bia  oneness  and  purity  was  known  and  worahipped  by  themselves 
alone!  The  hook  of  Jluth  teaches  quietly  and  indii-eclly  a  noble 
and  ueceesary  lesson.  It  shows  that  fid«lity  ia  wider  than  race, 
Ruth  the  foreigner  can  be  jib  good  a  Jewess  as  the  hhiest-blooded 
in  the  land,  It  cannot  he  a  dishonour  to  liavc  foreign  blood  in 
one's  veins,  when  David,  the  national  hero,  the  greatest  of  the 
king^,  was  descended  frum  a  foreigner.  Ruth  '  left  -her  own 
peojde,'  and  'leward  was  given  her  of  the  God  of  Israel  under 
whose  wings  she  took  refu^Li^."  The  bond  which  hinds  Jews 
together  ia  therefore  not  a  bond  of  race,  hut  a  bond  of  religion. 
Tlie  ideal  would  bo  not  that  all  the  Jews  should  he  of  nne  race, 
tut  that  men  of  many  raeee  should  be  Jews.  It  was  well  said  hy 
a  wise  Jew  of  long  ago :  '  The  most  potent  love-charm,  and 
the  indissoluble  bond  of  good  will  that  makes  for  unity,  is  the 
common  worship  of  the  one  God.' 

§  6.  We  turn  hack  now  from  the  wild  tales  of  Samson  and  the 
peaceful  idyll  of  Ruth  to  the  history  of  the  Hebrews. 

It  was,  as  1  have  already  told  you,  the  Philistine  opprepsioii  which 
brought  alxjut  the  monarchy. 
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There  nre  two  views  about  the  monarcliy,  which  are  represented 
in  the  Hiblp,  one  older  and  one  later.     The  older  view,  which  is 

also  probably  the  more  hiatorical,  rcganls  the  moimn-hy  as  a  great 
8lc]>  in  advHuce.  And  bi>  iu  truth  it  wan.  By  its  fii-st  three  king« 
Isniel  wtts  not  only  delivered  from  the  I'liJlittines,  but  raised  to 
ft  height  of  glorj'  tuid  powi-r  which  it  hud  ueviT  known  before. 
For  a  short  [Krinii  nil  the  trilies  fi^lt  tJiemselves  members  of  a  fllngle 
nation,  and  the  king  was  the  iiymbol  of  tha  nationul  unity.  Moi'e- 
ovcr,  iu  tliuiie  days  the  Idea  was  cusloiuary  and  prevalent  that 
a  kiu|j;  rnk-d  by  divine  K^t>^>^)  ^^'*^^  ''e  was  God's  anointed.  TLia 
idea,  as  expresperl  in  the  phrnse  *  the  divine  riglit  of  kings,' 
lingered  on  into  nicMlern  timpH,  iind  is  not  yet  extinct  in  Ilupsia 
and  Germany.  To  the  older  vifW,  then,  Iha  monarchy  waa  a  siffn 
of  divine  fuvyur.  and  establlgbt'd  by  the  will  of  God.  The  later, 
less  historic  vit-w  n-giirdi-d  llie  monarchy  as  an  net  of  rebellion 
against  God.  Thifl  idea  grew  np  because  of  the  wirkerbieas  of  the 
later  Israt'lite  und  Juiloi^an  kincfs,  bncaiiFB,  ton,  thp  .fewe  aftflr  the 
Babyluniau  exile  bud  no  more  kii]<i;s,  and  lastly  because  the  Mosaic 
age  became  more  and  more  re^^nnied  «e  the  ideal  age,  during  winch 
tlte  ouly  king  of  Jn-ael  was  God  himeelf. 

§  7.  Tlift  etoriea  of  tlie  est^iblifhment  of  the  monarchy  centre  round 
two  nami'H,  round  that  of  San]  the  king,  and  of  Siimuel  tlie  priest 
and  seer. 

Tiie  birth  nud  childhood  of  Samuel  arc  thua  described.  That 
yuu.  may  umliTtitand  the  Biblical  imnative  llie  better,  1  will  just 
Fay  that  the  central  sauetuary  of  lerael,  whicli  possessed  the  ai-k, 
wherein,  according  to  the  Retrospect,  lay  the  two  tables  of  tlm 
Ten  Words,  was  s^itujitt-d  at  Sliiloh.  The  bead  priest  of  that 
Banctniiry  wiis  called  Eli,  and  his  two  goua  were  called  Huphui 
and  Pliineliiia.  Eb  whk  a  good  old  man,  hot  his  scjiih  w^^re  worth- 
lefS  and  wicked.  At  that  time  it  gpoins  to  liave  been  the  cuBtom 
for  those  T^raetites  who  did  uot  live  very  far  off  to  go  to  Sbiloh 
ouce  a  year  to  worship  aud  sacrifice  to  God.  This  yearly  occasion 
was  jirobiddy  iii  the  autumn,  at  the  Fenst  of  Ingathering. 

Now  there  was  a  certain  man  of  Rainnthmm,  a  Zuphite  of 
the  bill-country  of  Ephraiui,  and  his  imiiie  was  Elkaiiah. 
And  he  b:i(i  two  wivl'S  ;  the  naiuo:  of  the  one  was  Ilaniiah, 
and  the  name  of  the  other  Peninnalij  and  Pcninnah  had 
children,  but  Hannali  had  no  children.  And  Elkatiah  used  to 
go  up  from  his  city  year  by  year  to  worship  and  U>  aacrltioe 
unto  G<»d  in  Sbiloh.  But  when  Iluiniah  "cut  up  with  him 
to  Kbiloh,  she  wept  and  did  not  cat,  for  her  heart  was  sore. 
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And  Elkaiiali  her  husband  suid  unto  ht-r,  Hannah,  why 
wcepeat  thou?  and  why  {'atrat  thou  not?  and  why  is  thy 
heart  grieved?  am  not  I  hptti'r  to  thee  than  ten  sons? 

But  Hannah  rose  up  and  returned  Ui  the  sanctuarj',  and  E.U 
the  priest  sat  upon  his  scat  by  the  door  post  of  the  tcniplc.  And 
she  was  in  bitternis3  oE  soul,  and  slie  prayed  unto  God,  and 
wept  sore.  And  she  vowed  a  vow,  and  said,  O  Go(],  if  tiiou 
wilt  indeed  look  on  the  affliction  of  thine  bantlinaid,  and 
reuieniher  mCj  and  not  forget  thine  handmaid^  biit  wilt  give 
unto  thine  haridinuid  a  man  child,  then  I  will  ^ve  him  unto 
(lod  all  tbe  days  of  his  life.  And  it  came  to  pa&s,  as  she 
continued  prayinu;  before  God,  that  Kli  marked  her  niouth. 
Now  Hannah,  she  spake  in  her  heart ;  only  her  lips  moved, 
but  her  voice  wris  not  heard:  therefore  EU  thought  she  bad 
been  drunken.  And  Eli  said  unto  her,  How  long  wilt  thou 
be  drunkcti  ?  put  away  thy  wine  from  thee.  Aad  tlannah 
answered  and  said,  No,  my  lord,  I  am  a  woman  of  a  sorrt>w- 
ful  spirit:  I  have  drunk  neither  wine  nor  strong  drinkj  but 
I  hare  poured  out  my  soul  before  God.  Count  not  thine 
handmaid  for  a  wicked  woman  :  for  out  of  the  abundiince  of 
my  complaint  have  I  spoken  hitherto.  Then  Kli  answered 
and  said.  Go  in  peace:  and  the  God  of  Israel  grant  thy 
petition  that  thou  hast  asked  of  him.  And  slie  said,  Let 
thine  handmaid  find  gr;ice  in  thy  sight.  So  Hannah  went 
her  way,  and  did  eat,  and  her  countenance  was  no  imore  sad. 
And  they  rose  up  in  the  morning  early,  and  worshipped 
IieEore  God,  and  returned,  and  came  to  their  house  to 
Ramah. 

And  after  a  time  Hannah  had  a  son,  and  she  called 
his  name  Samuel.  And  when  Elkanah  went  up  the  next 
year  to  offer  unto  God  the  yearly  siierificc,  and  his  vow, 
Hannah  went  not  up;  for  she  said  unto  her  husband,  1  will 
not  go  up  until  the  child  be  weaned,  and  then  I  will  bring 
biin,  that  he  may  appear  before  God,  and  there  abide  for 
pver.  And  Elkanah  her  husband  said  unto  her,  Do  what 
seenieth  thee  good  ;  tarry  until  thou  have  weaned  him ;  may 
God  establish  thy  word.  So  the  w-oman  stayed  until  she 
weaned  him.  And  w^heji  she  had  weaned  him,  slie  took  him 
up  with  her,  with  a  bullock  of  three  years  old,  and  one 
ephah  of  meal,  and  a  skin  of  wine,  and  brought  them  unto 
the  house  of  God  in  Sbiluh.  And  they  slew  the  bullock, 
and  Hannah  brought  the  child  to  Ell.     And  she  said.  Oh 
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my  lord,  as  thy  soul  livetli,  my  lonl,  I  am  the  woman  that 
Mtuod  hy  thee  here,  prnying^  unto  God.  For  this  child 
1  pmycd ;  and  Uod  hath  ^Iveii  me  my  petition  which 
I  naked  oF  him :  therefore  I  also  have  lent  him  to  God  ;  aa 
long  as  he  hveth  hr  in  lent  to  (lod.  And  she  left  the  diihl 
there,  and  she  Morsliipped  and  prayed,  and  returned  to 
Ramah. 

And  Samuel  grew  up,  and  heing  still  u  child,  ministered 
unto  God  before  Kli  the  pi'itst,  and  he  was  girt  with  a  linen 
ULuntle.  Morcoi'er,  his  mother  made  hiin  a  little  coat,  and 
brought  it  to  him  every  ye^r,  when  she  came  up  with  her 
husband  to  offer  the  yearly  sacrifice. 

§  8.  We  next  hear  a  Btraiigo  etory  which  lells  how  the  ciilaiiiity 
which  WAS  to  befall  tho  leraeUteB  at  the  hands  of  Llie  Philistiuea 
was  foretold  by  God  to  Samuel. 

And  the  child  Samuel  ministered  unto  God  before  Eli. 
And  the  word  of  God  was  rare  in  those  dnj^;  there  was  no 
frequent  vision.  And  it  caiue  to  pass  ut  that  time,  when  Kli 
was  laid  down  in  his  place,  (now  his  eyes  began  to  wax  dim, 
that  he  could  not  see,)  and  ere  the  lamp  of  God  went  out  in 
thy  temple,  where  the  ark  of  God  was,  and  Samuei  was  laid 
down  to  sleep,  that  God  called,  Samuel,  Simiuel :  and  he 
Baid,  Here  am  I.  And  he  ran  unto  Eli,  and  said,  Here  am 
I;  for  thau  calleclst  me.  And  he  said,  I  calkvl  not;  lie 
down  again.  And  he  went  and  lay  down.  And  God  called 
yet  again,  Samuel,  Samuel.  And  Samuel  am&e  and  went 
to  Eli,  and  said,  Here  am  1 ;  for  thou  didst  call  me.  And 
he  answered,  1  called  not,  my  son;  He  down  again.  And 
God  called  Samuel  again  the  third  time.  Ami  be  arose 
and  went  to  Eh,  and  said,  Here  am  1  ;  for  tliou  didst  call 
me.  And  Eli  perceived  that  God  had  called  the  child. 
Therefore  Eli  said  unto  Samuel,  Go,  He  down  :  and  it  shall 
l>e,  if  he  call  thee,  that  thou  shalt  say,  Speak,  Lord  ;  for  thy 
servant  heareth.  So  Samuel  weait  ami  lay  down  in  his  place. 
Aaid  God  called  as  before,  Samuel,  Samuel.  Then  Samuel 
said,  S^ieak  ^  for  thy  servant  heareth. 

The  defeat  of  laravl  and  the  death  of  Eli'a  eons  are  then  foretold 
tif  SftmueK 

But  Samuel  lay  still  unto  the  nionnng,  and  he  arose  and 
opened   the  doors  of  the  temple.     And  Samuel  feared  to 
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tcU  Kli  tilt'  visiun.  Then  Eli  called  Samuel,  and  said, 
Samuel,  my  son.  And  lie  answered.  Here  am  I.  And  he 
Raid,  What  is  the  tiling  that  Gnd  hath  said  unto  thee? 
I  pray  thee  bide  it  not  frani  me.  Then  Samuel  told  him 
every  whit,  and  hid  nothing^  from  him.  And  Kli  said,  it  is 
God :  what  scetiieth  good  to  hiui,  that  let  hiiii  do. 

{  g.  Up  till  now  it  would  seem  aa  if  the  Fhiliatinc  mipremacy 
pver  Israel  Imd  not  Weo  fully  eetubJiihed.  But  now  there  took 
place  two  giejit  bnitles,  in  Ijutli  of  winch  the  laraelitea  were  com- 
pletely (lefealptl.     In  the  Recond  hattle  Eli's  two  sona  were  slain. 

This  is  how  poor  old  Eli  hears  tiie  newa. 

And  there  ran  a  man  of  Benjamin  from  the  battle,  and 
came  to  Shiloh  the  same  day  with  his  clothes  rent,  and  with 
earth  upon  his  head.  Ajid  when  he  came,  lo,  Eli  sut  upon 
his  acat  beaide  the  gtitL',  watching  the  way.  And  when  the 
man  came  intfl  the  city,  and  told  it,  all  the  city  cried  out. 
And  when  Eli  lieard  tfie  noise  of  the  crying,  he  said.  What 
nieaneth  the  noise  of  this  tumult?  And  the  man  came  in 
liastily,  and  told  Eli,  Now  Eli  was  ninety  and  eight  years 
old  ;  and  liis  eyes  were  dim,  that  he  coulil  not  sec.  And  llie 
man  said  unto  Eli,  I  am  he  that  came  from  tiie  battle,  and 
I  fled  to-day  from  the  battle.  And  he  said,  What  was  done 
there,  uiy  son?  And  the  messenger  answered  and  said, 
Israel  is  tied  before  the  Philistines,  and  there  hath  been  alsso 
a  great  slaughter  among  the  people,  acid  thy  tMo  sotm  also, 
Hophni  «]id  Phinehas,  Jiri^  dead.  And  it  cainr  Uy  pass,  when 
Eli  heard  the^e  things,  that  he  fell  from  off  Ins  seat  back- 
ward by  the  side  of  the  gate,  and  his  neck  brake,  and  he 
died :  for  he  was  an  old  man,  and  very  heavy. 

So  tlie  supremacy  of  the  Philistines  was  esfablished  over  Israel. 

§  lo.  We  will  now  lieur  tfie  story  of  the  diliperaace  froia  the 
Philistines  atid  of  the  estahiislimeiit  of  the  mouaroliy  according  to 
the  older  account.  The  author  of  it  is  not  the  eami!  nmn  whu 
wpo'e  the  story  of  Siimuel's  childhood.  He  wrote  eftrht^r,  aud  his 
notion  of  Samuel  is  not  quite  llie  ^anie. 

Now  there  was  a  man  of  Gibeah  in  Benjamin,  whose  name 
was  Kisb,  a  mighty  man  of  substance.  And  he  had  a  son, 
whose  name  was  tSauI,  a  choice  yonng  man  and  a  goodly: 
and  lluTC  was  mtt  among  the  chiltlren  of  Israfl  a  goodlier 
person  than   he:    from   his  shoidders  and   upward   he  was 
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liifflier  than  any  of  the  people.  And  the  asses  of  Kish  Saul's 
father  were  lost.  And  Kish  said  to  Saul  his  son,  Take  now 
one  of  the  servants  with  thee,  nnd  arise,  go  seek  the  ueses. 
And  they  passed  thnm^rh  ihp  hill  country  (jf  Kphruim,  and 
passed  tlirc)ujj;h  the  hind  of  Shidishali,  hut  they  t'ouiul  tliem 
not :  then  they  passed  throiii;ili  tiie  land  of  Shjialimi,  and 
there  they  were  not :  ;ind  they  passed  through  the  tand  of  the 
iicnjaiuites,  but  they  I'uuiid  tlieiu  not.  And  when  they  were 
come  to  the  land  of  Zuph^  Saul  said  to  liis  senant  that  was 
M'ith  him,  ('omc  and  let  us  return  ;  lest  n»y  father  leave 
earintr  for  the  asses,  and  take  thoti^ht  for  us.  And  lie  said 
unto  him,  Behold  now,  there  is  in  tliis  city  a  man  of  God, 
and  iield  in  lioimur;  all  ttmt  he  suitli  couieth  surely  to  pass : 
uuw  let  us  go  thither ;  peradventure  he  can  shew  us  our  way 
that  \vi-  should  go.  Then  said  Saul  to  his  servant.  Hut, 
behold,  if  we  go,  what  shall  we  hrin^  the  man  f  for  the  bre;td 
is  spent  in  our  vessels,  and  there  is  not  a  present  to  bring'  to 
the  man  of  God:  what  have  we?  A[jd  the  servant  answered 
Saul  again,  and  said,  Behold,  I  have  the  fourth  part  of  a  shekel 
of  silver :  that  thou  eanst  give  t<}  the  iium  of  God,  to  tell 
us  our  way.  Then  said  Haul  to  his  senitnt,  Well  said : 
come,  let  us  go.  So  they  went  unto  the  city  where  the  man 
of  God  was. 

And  as  they  went  up  the  hill  to  the  city,  they  found 
youni;  maidens  going  out  to  draw  water,  and  said  unto 
them.  Is  the  seer  here  ?  And  they  answered  them,  and  said, 
He  is  J  behold  he  is  before  you;  now,  just  at  this  very  time, 
he  is  corae  to  the  city ;  for  there  is  a  sacrifice  of  the  people 
to-day  in  the  high  place  :  as  soon  as  ye  be  roine  into  the  city, 
ye  shall  straightway  find  hitn,  before  he  go  up  to  the  high 
place  to  eat :  for  tlie  pe<»ple  will  not  eat  until  be  eonie,  because 
he  Hoth  bless  the  sacrifice;  and  afterwards  they  eat  that  be 
bidden.  Now  therefore  get  you  up  ;  for  about  this  time  ye 
shall  find  bin].  And  they  went  up  into  the  city;  and  as  they 
came  witiiin  the  gate  of  the  city,  behold,  Samuel  came  out 
against  them,  to  go  up  tt)  the  high  place. 

Now  God  bad  bjld  nnto  Siiuiuel  a  day  before  Saul  came, 
saying,  To-uiorrow  about  this  time  I  will  send  thee  a  man  out 
of  the  hind  of  Beiijainiii,  and  thou  slialt  anoint  bim  to  be 
ruler  over  my  p^jple  Israel,  that  he  may  save  my  people  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines  :  for  I  have  looked  upon  the 
affliction  of  my  people,  because  their  cry  ie  come  unto  mc. 
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And  when  SainucI  Ban-  Saul,  (iod  t^aid  unto  him,  Ht^hold  the 
ni«n  of  whom  I  spake  to  thee !  lliis  man  shall  rule  over  my 
people.  Then  Saul  drew  near  to  Samuel  hi  the  gate,  and 
suid.  Tell  me,  I  prny  thcc,  M'hcrc  the  seer's  house  is.  And 
SiLtnucI  iinawercd  Saul,  mid  siiid.  I  am  llie  sLvr  ;  l^u  up  before 
nie  unto  the  hijfh  plare,  for  ye  shall  eat  with  nie  Ixj-dav :  and 
to-morrort'  in  (be  morning  I  will  let  thee  go,  and  will  tell 
ttice  all  that  is  in  thine  heart.  And  as  for  thine  asses  that 
were  lost  three  clays  atjo.  set  not  thy  mind  on  them  ;  for  they 
are  found.  And  for  whom  is  all  that  is  tleairable  in  Israel  ? 
la  it  not  fo]'  thee,  and  for  all  thv  father's  house  ?  And  Saul 
aimwered  ai]d  said,  Am  not  1  ii  Bi-njainite,  of  the  snialk'st  of 
the  trthes  of  Israel  ?  and  tny  family  the  least  of  all  the 
families  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  ?  wherefore  then  speakest 
thou  so  to  me  ? 

And  Samuel  took  Saul  and  his  servant,  and  broui^ht 
them  into  the  parlour,  and  made  them  sit  in  the  clnefest 
place  among  them  that  were  biddf  tn^  who  ^rere  about 
thirty  persons.  And  Samuel  said  unto  the  cook.  Bring 
the  portion  which  I  gave  thee,  of  whieh  I  said  unto  thee,  Set 
it  by  thcc.  And  the  cook  took  up  the  thigh,  and  the  fat  tail, 
and  set  it  before  Saul.  And  Samuel  said.  Behold  that  which 
hath  been  kept  back  is  set  before  thee ;  eat  thereof ;  because 
unto  the  appointed  time  hath  It  been  put  by  for  thee.  So 
Saul  did  eat  with  Samuel  that  day.  And  when  tiiey  were 
ronic  do\^Ti  from  the  high  place  into  the  city,  they  spread 
a  coucb  for  Saul  upon  the  top  of  the  house,  and  he  lay  down. 

And  it  came  to  pass  about  the  spring  of  the  day,  that  Samuel 
called  to  Saul  on  the  top  of  the  house,  saying,  Up,  that  1  may 
send  thee  away.  And  Saul  arose,  and  they  went  out  both  of 
then,  be  and  Samuel,  abroad.  As  they  were  going  down  to 
the  end  of  the  city,  Samuel  said  t«  Saul,  Bid  the  servant  pass 
on  iK-fore  iis,  hut  stand  thou  still  a  while,  that  1  may  tell  the 
word  of  God.  Then  Samuel  took  a  vial  of  oil,  and  poured  it 
upon  his  head,  and  kissed  him,  and  said.  Therewith  hath 
(jod  aituintcd  thee  to  be  ruler  over  his  people  Israel.  Thou 
shalt  rule  over  his  people,  and  slialt  deliver  them  from  the 
hand  of  their  enemies.  And  this  shall  be  a  sign  to  thee  that 
God  hath  anointed  thee  to  be  ruler  over  bis  inheritance  :  when 
thou  art  departed  from  nie  to-day,  then  thou  shalt  find  two 
men  by  Racbel's  sepulchre,  in  the  border  of  Benjannn  ;  and 
they  will  say  unto  thee,  The  asses  which  thou  wcntest  to 
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?ek  are  found :  an<l,  lo,  tliy  fiitlicr  liath  I<>ft  the  care  of  the 
asses,  and  taketh  thought  for  yoii,  siiying.  What  shall  I  do 
for  »iy  son  ?  Then  shalt  thou  gi>  on  forivard  frQtn  thence, 
and  tliou  slialt  come  lo  tbc  oak  of  Tabor,  and  then;  shall 
meet  thee  there  tliree  men  going  up  to  Beth-el,  one  carrying 
three  kids,  and  another  carrying  three  loaves  of  bread,  and 
another  carrj'injj  a  Iwttle  of  U'tne  :  and  they  will  salute  thee, 
and  gi\e  thee  two  loaves  of  bread ;  which  thou  shalt  receive 
of  tiieir  hatjds.  After  that  thou  shalt  eoniu  to  Gilieah, 
where  is  the  pillar  of  the  Fhilistiues :  and  it  8hall  come  to 
pass,  when  thou  art  eonie  thither  to  the  city,  that  thou  shalt 
meet  a  band  of  pi-ophets  coming  down  from  the  high  place 
with  a  psaltery,  and  a  tabret,  and  a  pipe,  aiid  a  harp,  before 
them;  and  they  sliall  be  prophesying:  and  the  spirit  of  God 
vnW  come  upon  thee,  and  thou  slialt  pnjpheay  with  them,  and 
shalt  be  turned  into  another  nian.  Aiui  let  it  be,  when 
these  signs  are  come  unto  thee,  that  thou  do  as  occasion 
serve  thee  ;  for  God  is  with  thcc. 

And  it  was  so,  that  when  he  had  turned  his  back  to  go 
from  Samuel,  Goil  gave  him  anotlur  lieurt:  and  alt  those 
signs  came  to  pass  that  day.  And  when  they  came  to  (iil)eah, 
behold  a  band  of  prophets  met  him ;  and  the  spirit  of  God 
came  upon  him,  and  he  prophesied  among  tlieni.  And  it 
came  to  p;iRs,  when  all  that  knew  hini  lieforetime  saiv  that, 
behold,  he  prophesied  among  the  prophets,  then  tlie  people 
said  one  to  another,  What  is  this  that  is  come  unto  the  son 
of  Kish  ?  Is  Saul  also  among  the  prophets?  Therefore  it 
became  a  proverb,  Is  Saul  also  among  the  prophets?  And 
when  he  had  made  an  end  of  proplirsying,  he  went  home. 

And  Saul's  uncle  said  unto  him  and  to  his  servant,  Whither 
went  ye?  And  he  said,  To  seek  the  asses:  and  ivhen  we 
could  not  find  them,  we  came  to  Samuel.  And  Saul's  uncle 
said.  Tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  wlmtSannicl  said  unto  you.  And 
Saul  suirt  unto  his  uncle,  He  told  us  plainly  that  the  asses 
were  found.  But  of  the  matter  of  the  kingdom,  whereof 
Samuel  spake,  he  told  him  not. 


What  in  meant  by  this  propheBying  of  Saul  I  do  not  clearly 
iinderatand,  auy  more  than  what  was  meant  by  the  prophesying 
of  Eldad  and  Medad  and  the  sixtj-t-ight  elders.  The  'Pillnr'  »t 
Giheah  had  pri>hahly  been  erected  by  the  Phihstinea  as  a  Bjmhol  or 
trophy  tif  their  eupreinacy.     Wo  Blmll  hear  of  it  again. 


i88 


THE    BIBLE    FOR    HOME    READIXG 


§  II.  Now  au  opjiwluiiity  iLriaes  fur  Saul,  who  lias  bad  tliis 
priviite  iiituiview  with  Sjiiuuel,  to  show  liis  jiruwess  puljlicly. 

Now  it  came  to  pass  after  about  a  month  that  Nahnsli  the 
Auitiuttjiti.'  caiiit!  up,  and  ennunped  aijainst  JabL'sli-gilead : 
and  all  the  tneii  of  JahfEnh  Haid  iitUo  Jahasli,  Make  u  cnvfiiant 
with  us,  and  we  will  serve  thee.  And  Naliash  the  Amnmiiite 
said  unto  them.  On  this  condition  will  1  make  a  covenant 
with  you,  that  1  may  Uinist  out  all  your  rigiit  eyes,  and  hiy 
it  for  a  reproaclk  upoti  all  Israel.  Arxd  the  elders  of  Jahe!»tL 
said  unto  him,  GivL'  us  seven  days'  respite,  that  we  may  send 
messeiig'ers  unto  all  Israel :  and  then,  if  there  be  noiie  to  save 
lis,  ire  will  eonie  out  to  thee.  Then  came  the  messengers  to 
Gibeah,  the  city  of  Saul,  and  told  the  tidings  in  the  ears  of 
the  people  :  and  all  the  people  lifted  up  their  voices  and  wept. 

And,  behold,  Waul  came  after  the  herd  out  of  the  field  ;  and 
Saul  said.  What  aileth  the  people  that  they  weep  ?  And  they 
told  him  the  ttdinijs  of  the  men  of  Jabesh.  Ami  the  spirit  of 
God  came  upon  Saul  when  he  heard  those  words,  ami  his 
anger  was  kindled  greatly.  And  he  took  a  yoke  of  y.\en, 
and  heweil  them  in  pieces,  and  sent  them  tliruughtmt  all 
Israel  by  the  hand  of  messengers,  saying.  Whosoever  cometh 
not  forth  after  Saul,  so  shall  it  be  done  unto  his  oxen.  And 
a  terror  from  God  fell  on  the  people,  and  they  came  out  as 
one  man. 

And  when  he  nunibt'red  them  in  Bezek,  the  children  of  Israel 
were  three  hundred  thousand,  and  the  men  of  Judali  thirty 
tluiusaiid.  And  he  said  unto  the  megsengers  that  came,  Thus 
shall  ye  say  unto  the  men  of  Jabesh-gilead,  To-morrow,  by 
the  time  the  sun  is  hot,  ye  shall  have  help.  And  the  messen- 
gers came  and  told  the  men  of  Jabesh ;  and  tliey  were  glad. 
Therefore  the  men  of  Jaliesh  said,  Ta-nu)rrQvv  we  will  come 
out  unto  you,  and  ye  shall  do  with  us  all  that  seemeth  good 
unto  you.  And  it  vvas  so  on  the  morrow,  that  Saul  put  the 
people  in  three  companies  ;  and  they  came  into  the  nddst  of 
the  camp  in  the  nioriiiiig  watch,  and  smote  the  Amumnitca 
until  the  heat  of  the  day:  and  it  came  to  pass,  tliat  they 
wliich  rcniaiiu'd  were  scattered,  so  that  two  of  them  were  not 
left  together.  And  all  the  people  ^vent  to  Gilgal ;  and  there 
they  made  Saul  king  before  Got!  in  Gilgal;  aitd  there  they 
sacrificed  sacrifices  of  peace  offerings  before  God ;  and  there 
iSaul  aud  all  the  men  of  Israel  rejoiced  greatly. 
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§  12.  Thus  Saul  is  chosin  kinf?  of  Israel,  and  he  justifies  Ihe 
confidence  of  the  pfo|jI«  iu  las  viilour  by  tlie  overthrow  uf  ttie 
Pliill»tiiif8.  lint  tills  ouly  ljap(>eiied  nfter  peri]oua  adventures,  us 
we  eliall  now  hear. 

Aiui  Stml  chose  liim  three  thonsnnd  men  of  Israel ;  whereof 
two  thousaiui  were  with  Saul  in  Michmash  and  in  tlie  hill 
country  of  Beth-el,  and  a  thousand  were  with  JotiiLthaii  in 
Giheah  of  Benjamhi :  and  the  real  of  the  people  he  sent 
everv  man  to  his  t*'iit.  And  Jninithaii  hrake  the  pillar  of  the 
Philistines  that  was  in  Geba,  and  tlie  Philistines  lieard  that 
the  Hebrews  had  revolted.  For  Saul  had  blouTi  the  trumpet 
throughout  all  the  liituL  And  all  Israel  heard  that  Saul  had 
broken  the  pillar  of  the  Phillstities,  and  that  I»<rarl  alno  wan 
had  in  aljontination  with  the  Philistines.  And  the  people 
were  gathered  tog-ether  after  SanI  to  Gilgal. 

And  the  Philistines  gathered  themselves  together  to  fight 
with  Israel,  three  thousand  chariots,  and  six  thousand  hors^e- 
nicn,  and  people  as  tiie  sand  whieh  is  on  the  sea  shore  in 
multitude:  and  they  came  up,  and  pitched  in  Miehniash, 
eastward  of  Beth-aven.  When  the  men  of  Israel  saw  that 
they  were  in  a  strait,  (for  they  were  distressed,)  then  the 
people  did  hide  tlieniselvcs  in  caves,  and  i»  rocks,  and  in 
liolds.  and  in  pits.  And  some  passed  over  the  for<lB  of  the 
Jordan  to  the  land  of  Gad  and  Gilead;  but  as  for  Said,  he 
was  yet  in  Gilgal,  and  all  the  people  forsook  him  trembling. 

And  Said  numbered  the  people  that  remained  with  lum, 
about  six  hundred  men.  And  Saul,  and  Jonathan  Ins  son, 
and  the  people  that  were  with  them,  abode  in  Geba  of  Ben- 
jamin: but  the  Philistint'S  encamped  in  Miclimash.  And 
a  troop  of  plunderers  came  out  of  the  camp  of  the  Pliilistines 
in  three  companies:  one  company  turned  unto  the  way  that 
leadeth  to  Ophrah,  unto  the  land  of  Shual :  and  another 
company  turned  the  way  to  Beth-horfjn :  and  another  com- 
panv  turned  the  way  of  the  hill  that  looketh  down  upon  the 
valley  of  Zeboim  toward  the  wilderness.  And  an  outpost  of 
the  Philistines  went  out  towards  the  pass  of  Michmash. 

Now  it  cumc  to  pass  upon  a  day,  that  Jonathan  the  son  of 
Saul  aaid  unto  the  young  nnui  that  bare  his  iirmour.  Come 
and  let  us  go  over  to  the  Philistines*  outpost,  that  is  on 
yonder  side.  But  he  told  not  his  father.  No^v  Saul  was 
tarrying  in  the  uttermost  part  of  Giheah  under  the  pome- 
granate tree  which  is  in  Migron:  and  the  i>eople  that  were 
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witli  hiui  were  about  sLx  huiidrt'd  intii.  And  the  people 
knew  not  that  J(HiatliJin  wuh  g«ue.  And  between  the  pusR, 
by  which  Joiirithjin  sought  to  gt)  over  unto  the  outpost  or  the 
PhilistiiieH,  tliere  was  a  steep  rork  on  the  one  side,  and 
a  stoep  rock  on  the  other  side :  and  the  name  of  the  one  mtis 
Bozez,  uud  tlic  name  oE  the  other  Scneli.  The  Forefront  of 
ttie  one  wa»  nituat^^  over  u^tinst  Mlehuiaah,  and  the  other 
southward  over  against  Geha>  And  Jonathan  said  to  the 
young^  man  that  bare  his  armour,  Come  and  let  us  go  over 
unto  the  outpost  of  these  Philistines :  it  may  be  that  God  will 
work  for  us:  for  then.*  is  no  restraint  to  God  to  save  by  nianv 
or  by  few.  And  his  arniourbearersidd  unto  him,  Do  all  unto 
which  thine  heai-tinclineth  ;  beliold  I  am  with  tht-e  ;  aecording 
to  thv  heart  so  is  my  heart.  Then  said  Jonathan,  Bi^hold, 
we  will  pjtss  over  unto  the  meriyand  wewill  discover  ourselves 
xinto  them.  If  they  say  thus  unto  us,  Tarry  until  we  come 
to  you;  thei]  we  will  stand  still  in  our  place,  and  will  not 
go  up  unto  theiu.  But  if  Uiey  say  thus,  Come  up  unto 
us;  then  we  will  j^o  u[i :  for  God  hath  delivered  them  irHo 
our  hand :  and  this  shall  be  the  sign  unto  us.  And  both 
of  them  discovered  themselves  unto  the  outpost  of  the  Philis- 
thiea :  and  the  Philistines  said,  Behold,  the  Hebrews  come 
forth  out  of  the  holes  where  they  had  hid  tlicmselves.  And 
the  met!  of  the  outpost  answered  Jonathan  and  his  armour- 
bearer,  and  said,  Come  up  to  us,  and  we  will  shew  you 
a  thing'.  And  Jonathan  said  unto  his  arnnmrhearer,  Come 
up  after  me:  for  God  hath  delivered  them  into  the  lumd  of 
Israel.  And  Jonathan  climbed  up  upon  his  bands  and  upon 
his  feet,  and  his  armourbearer  after  him  :  and  the  Philistines 
fled  before  Jonathan ;  and  he  siiuile  them,  ami  his  armour- 
bearer  slew  them  after  him.  And  that  first  slaughter,  wliich 
Jonathan  and  his  (innourbearer  made,  was  about  twenty  men. 
And  there  was  a  trembling  in  the  camp,  in  the  field, 
and  among  all  Use  people ;  tlie  outpost  and  tiie  plun- 
derers, they  also  trembled  :  and  the  earth  quaked  ;  so  there 
was  a  very  great  trembling.  And  the  watchmen  of  Saul 
in  Gibeah  of  Benjamin  looked;  ami,  behold,  the  camp  was 
in  commotion,  swaying  hither  and  thither.  And  Saul  and 
uU  the  people  that  were  with  him  assicnibled  themselves, 
and  when  they  came  to  the  battle,  behold,  every  man^s 
sword  was  against  his  fellow,  and  there  was  a  very  great 
discomfiture.     Now  the  Hebrews  that  were  with  the  Philis- 
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tinea  before,  who  went  up  with  them  into  the  camp ;  even 
they  also  turned  to  be  with  the  Isntelites  that  were  with 
Saul  jiml  Jonnthan.  Likewise  all  the  men  oi  Israel  who 
had  hi<J  theinschci*  in  the  hill  country  of  Ephraini,  when  they 
heard  that  the  PhiUstliit's  fled,  even  they  also  followed  hard 
after  them  in  the  battle.     So  God.  saved  Israel  that  day. 

Mnch  figliting  ngaicst  the  Philistines  otill  continued,  niid  a  later 
'•  notice  says  that  '  th<>re  was  Eore  war  Hpiiimt  tlie  Pliihiitines  all  ih« 
days  of  Saul,'  hut  the  penuaaeut  dooiiuion  of  the  FhiUstiaea  otct 
Israel  Lud  p:is8vd  awiiy. 

§  13.  Bcrora  continuing  the  hiiitar)'  of  Saul  we  must  listen  to 
the  second  account  of  the  establlsliment  of  the  monarchy.  It  ia 
wry  di^'tru-iit  frum  the  Gret.  Siiiiitit-l  plays  iu  it  a  much  more 
impoHiuit  piui.     It  hegius  iu  the  following  way  ; 

And  it  came  to  pass  when  Samuel  was  old,  that  he  made 
his  sons  judges  over  Israel.  Now  the  name  of  his  tirstlK>rn 
was  Joel ;  and  the  name  of  his  second.,  .\bijah  :  they  were 
judges  in  Beer-sheba.  And  his  sons  walked  not  in  his  Mays, 
but  turned  aside  after  lucre,  and  took  bribes,  and  perverted 
Judgement. 

Then  all  the  elders  of  Israel  gathered  themselves  together, 
and  caine  to  Samuel  unto  Uumah  :  and  they  said  unto  him, 
Beliold,  thuu  art  old,  and  thy  sons  walk  not  in  thy  ways : 
now  make  us  a  king'  to  judge  us  like  all  tlte  nations.  But 
the  tiling  displeased  Samuel,  when  they  said.  Give  us  a  king 
to  judge  us.  And  Samuel  prayed  unto  God.  And  God  said 
unto  Samuel.  Hearken  unto  the  voiee  of  the  people  in  all 
that  they  say  unto  thee:  for  they  have  not  rejected  thee,  but 
they  have  rejected  me,  that  I  should  not  reign  over  them. 
According  to  all  the  works  whicli  they  have  done  since  the 
day  that  I  brought  them  up  out  of  Egypt  even  unto  this  day, 
wherewith  they  have  forsaken  me,  and  served  other  gods,  so 
do  they  also  unt*i  thee.  Xow  therefore  hearken  uiito  their 
voice:  hoivtieit  yet  protest 'soleundy  unto  t]iem,  and  shew 
them  the  manner  of  the  king  that  shall  reign  over  them. 

And  Samuel  told  all  the  words  of  God  unto  the  people 
that  asked  of  him  a  king.  And  he  said,  This  will  he  the 
manner  of  the  king  that  shall  reign  over  you :  he  will  take 
your  stms,  and  appoitjt  tliem  over  his  chariots,  and  over  his 
horses ;  and  they  shall  run  before  his  chariots :  and  he  will 
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appoint  liiiii  captains  over  Ihuusunds,  mul  ctiptains  uvlt  (IftieH : 
and  lit!  will  »(!t  thfin  U)  plout^h  his  i^rounii,  and  to  reap  his 
harvest,  and  to  innke  his  itLstriiineiits  of  war,  and  inHtniments 
of  his  chariots.  And  he  will  take  your  dauiifhters  to  be 
perfuinci's,  and  to  be  cooks,  and  to  he  bakers.  And  he  will 
take  your  fields,  and  your  vineyards,  and  your  olivcyards, 
pven  tht'  heat  of  them,  and  give  thcni  to  hi»  Rerva,nt8.  And 
he  will  take  the  tenth  of  your  seed,  n.nd  of  your  vineyards, 
and  ^ive  to  his  officers,  and  to  bis  servants.  And  he  will 
take  your  inenserTunls,  and  your  nmidservants,  and  your 
j(^ouclUi?st  oxen,  and  your  asses,  and  put  theni  to  bis  woi-k. 
He  will  take  the  tenth  of  your  sheep;  and  ye  shall  he  his 
servuiita.  And  ye  shall  cry  out  in  tliat  day  because  of  y<jur 
king  wboni  ye  shall  have  chosen  you ;  and  God  will  not  hear 
you  in  that  day.  But  the  people  refused  to  listen  tx>  the 
voice  of  Samuel ;  and  they  said,  ?s'ay ;  but  we  will  have 
a  kin^  over  us ;  that  we  also  may  be  like  all  the  nations ; 
and  that  our  king  may  jud^e  us,  and  go  out  t}efore  us,  and 
fight  our  battles.  .\»d  God  aaid  to  Samuel,  Hearken  unto 
their  voice,  and  make  them  a  king.  And  Samuel  said  unto 
the  men  oi  Israel,  Go  ye  every  man  unto  hia  city. 

And  Samuel  called  the  people  together  unto  Mizpah ;  and 
he  said  unto  the  cliihlren  of  Israel,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel,  I  brought  up  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  anil  I  dtdivered 
you  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians,  and  out  of  the  band  of 
all  kingdoms  that  oppressed  you :  but  ye  have  this  day 
rejeited  your  God,  who  lumself  saved  you  out  of  all  your 
adversities  and  vour  tribulations  ;  and  ye  have  aaid  unto  liltn. 
Nay,  hut  set  a  king  over  us.  Now  therefore  jireseiit  your- 
selves before  God  by  your  tribes  and  by  your  thousands. 
And  when  Samuel  had  caused  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  come 
near,  the  tribe  of  Bt!njanaiu  was  taken.  And  when  he  had 
caused  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  to  come  near  by  their  families, 
the  fandly  of  the  Matrites  was  taken.  And  the  family  of  the 
Matrites  was  brought  near  man  by  man,  and  Saul  the  son 
of  Kish  was  taken;  but  when  they  sought  him,  he  could  not 
be  found.  Then  one  said.  Behold,  he  hath  hid  himself 
among  the  stuff.  And  tbey  ran  and  fetched  him  thence ; 
and  when  he  stood  among  the  people,  he  was  higher  than  any 
of  the  people  from  his  shouhlers  and  upward.  And  Samuel 
said  to  all  the  people,  See  ye  him  whom  God  hath  chosen, 
that  there  is  none  like  him  among  all  the  people?     And  all 
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the  people  shnutefl,  and  said,  God  save  the  king.  And 
Samuel  sent  .'ill  the  people  nway,  every  man  to  his  Louse. 
And  Siml  ulso  went  home  to  Gihciih;  and  there  went  uith. 
him  the  valiant  men  whose  hciuts  (iocl  liad  touched.  But 
certain  base  fell[>wiii  Baid,  How  shall  this  man  8ave  us?  And 
they  despised  liini.  and  hrought  him  no  present.  But  he  held 
his  peace. 

You  will  notice  tlint  in  tliia  version  of  the  atnry  Saul  Ib  chosen 
by  lotj  to  which,  just  because  of  its  uncertuiiity,  raeu  in  ancient 
tiDjeB  were  soinctiniea  wont  to  ascribe  divine  powtT.  They 
believed  that  God  overruled  chance,  and  that  through  the  lot 
was  revealed  his  ivill.  The  only  excellence  which  this  story  allows 
to  Saul  is  his  lioight.  The  teller  (jf  it  was  not  pjirtial  to  Saul. 
For  the  choice  of  the  beloved  hero  JJavid  a  uobler  reason  ia  given. 
We  shall  hi-ar  it  later  on. 

§  14.  A  still  Inter  writer  puts  another  set  speech  into  the  inouth 
of  Samuel  on  the  E^nbject  of  the  kingdom. 

And  Samuel  aaitt  unto  all  Israel,  Behold,  I  have  hearkened 
uuto  your  voice  in  all  that  ye  said  unto  me,  and  have  niafle 
a  king  over  you.  And  now,  behold,  the  king  wulketh  before 
you:  and  1  am  old  and  greyheuded ;  and,  behold,  my  sons 
are  with  you :  and  1  have  walked  before  you  from  uiy  child- 
hood uutu  this  day.  Here  I  am:  witness  against  me  before 
God,  and  before  his  anointed :  whose  ox  have  I  taken  ?  or 
whose  ass  have  I  taken  ?  or  whom  have  I  defrauded  ?  whom 
have  I  oppressed  r  or  of  whose  liand  have  1  taken  a  bribe  to 
bUnd  mine  eyes  thcrewitli  r  and  1  will  rtstore  it  you.  And 
they  said.  Thou  hast  not  defrauded  us,  nor  oppressed  ua, 
neither  hri^t  thou  taken  autrbt  of  any  ntan's  hand.  And  he 
said  unto  them,  God  is  witness  against  you,  and  his  atioint«d 
is  witness  this  day,  that  ye  have  not  found  aught  in  my  hand. 
And  they  answered.  He  is  witness. 

And  Samuel  said  unto  the  people,  Let  God  be  witness 
that  appointed  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  hrought  yoiu-  fathers 
up  out  of  the  land  of  Egjpt.  Now  therefore  stand  still, 
that  I  may  plead  with  you  before  God,  and  relate  to  you 
all  the  righteous  acts  of  God,  which  be  did  to  you  and 
to  your  fathers.  When  Jacob  was  come  into  Kgypt,  the 
Egyptians  oppressed  them.  And  your  fathers  cried  unto 
God^  and  God  sent  Moses  and  Aaron^  who  brought  forth 
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your  fathers  out  of  Kgj'pt,  and  God  made  them  to  dwell 
in  this  place.  But  they  far^it  God,  and  he  sold  them 
into  the  hand  of  8isLTa,  captain  at  the  host  of  Jabin  king 
of  Hazor,  and  into  the  hand  of  the  Pliilistinizs,  and  into 
the  hand  of  the  king  of  Moab,  and  they  foujjht  against 
them.  And  they  cried  unto  God,  and  said,  We  hare  sinned, 
because  we  have  forsaken  God :  but  now  deliver  us  out  of 
the  hand  of  our  enrnuea,  and  we  will  serve  thee.  And  God 
sent  Gideon  and  Barak  and  Jephthah,  and  delivered  you  out 
of  the  hand  of  your  enemies  on  every  side,  and  ye  <iwelied 
aafc.  And  when  ye  saw  that  Nahash  the  king  of  the  children 
of  Amnion  came  against  you,  ye  said  unto  me^  Nay,  but 
a  king  sjiall  reign  aver  ua :  when  the  Lord  your  God  was 
your  king.  Now  therefore  ^H-liohl  tlie  king  whom  ye  have 
chosen  ;  God  hath  set  a  king  over  yon.  If  ye  will  fear  God, 
and  serve  him,  and  obey  his  voice,  and  not  rebel  against  the 
commandment  of  God,  and  botli  yc  and  also  the  king  that 
reigneth  over  you  euatinuu  following  the  Lrord  your  God, 
well :  hut  if  ye  will  not  obey  the  voice  of  God,  but  rebel 
against  the  commandment  of  God,  then  shall  the  hand  of 
God  be  agai]i8t  you,  and  against  your  king.  Now  therefore 
stand  still  and  see  tliia  great  thing,  which  God  will  do  before 
your  eyes.  Is  it  not  wheat  liarveat  to-day  ?  I  will  call  uiit^) 
Uod  to  »fi\d  thun<Ier  and  rain;  that  ye  may  perceive  and  see 
that  your  wickedness  is  great,  which  yc  have  done  in  the 
Bight  of  God,  in  asking  you  a  king.  So  Samuel  called  unto 
God,  and  God  sent  thunder  and  rain  that  day :  and  all  the 
people  greatly  feared  God.  And  all  the  people  said  \U)to 
Samuel,  Pray  for  thy  servants  unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  that 
we  die  not :  for  \vv-  have  added  unto  all  our  sina  this  evil,  to 
ask  us  a  king.  And  Samuel  said  unto  tlie  people.  Fear  not: 
yc  have  done  all  this  wickedness ;  yet  turn  not  aside  from 
following  God,  but  serve  God  with  all  your  heart ;  and  turn 
ye  not  aside  after  the  vanities  which  cannot  profit  nor  deliver, 
for  they  are  vain.  For  God  will  not  forsake  his  people  for 
his  great  name's  sake :  because  it  bath  pleased  God  to  make 
you  his  people.  Moreover  as  for  nie,  God  forbid  that 
I  should  sin  against  God  in  ceasing  to  pray  for  you  :  but 
I  will  teach  you  the  good  and  the  right  way.  Only  fear 
God  and  serve  him  in  truth  with  all  your  heart :  for  consider 
how  great  things  he  hath  done  for  you.  But  if  ye  shall  still 
do  wickedly,  ye  shall  be  consumed,  both  ye  and  your  king. 
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§  1.  The  date  of  Saul's  election  to  the  kingship  over  all  Israel 
has  been  fixed  at  about  1037  B.C.,  thiit  i»  ttomu  2932  years  ago 
(I  nju  writing  in  18(^5),  aud  he  probaUy  rt:JgDed  about  oiueteen 
years,  that  ia  till  :oi8  B.C. 

We  know  hardly  anything;  of  what  happened  duriug  his  roign, 
except  at  its  warlike  and  proaperouB  opening  and  at  its  tragic  and 
gloomy  L'lose.  At  aorae  point  in  the  cuursa  of  it  disscneious  arose 
between  Samuel  and  Saul.  Two  different  reasons  for  this  dia- 
Benfciou  are  mentioned.  Of  these  two,  one  seems  improbable  wnd 
nither  tri\'ial.  The  other  relates  to  Saul's  conduct  in  a  campaign 
against  the  Amalekitee,  War  was  carried  on  iu  a  relentless  spirit 
iu  those  days,  and  little  mercy  or  quarter  was  shown  by  either  aide 
to  each  other.  The  methotls  of  warfare  were  no  better  and  no 
worae  amting  the  Hebrews  than  among  their  netfjhhouns.  But  in 
the  Amaleltite  campaign  Saul  had  eaved  the  iiie  of  the  king  of 
the  Amalekiles  called  Agag,  whereas  Samuel  desired  and  ohlainetl 
his  execution.  Let  us  hope  that  thi»  alleged  cause  of  the  dia- 
eeneion  between  Saul  aud  Samuel  ie  not  uccurtite.  One  does  not 
like  to  associate  the  child  of  Hannah  with  dced^  of  vengeance. 

§  2.  "Whether  it  was  the  quarrel  with  Samnel  or  the  constant 
wars  with  the  Philistines  or  other  reaBona  which  we  know  not 
of,  a  detip  spirit  of  gloom  aud  luelnncboly  tettled  upon  Saul.  As 
the  oldest  llebrcw  writers  refer  all  tilings,  whether  good  or  bad, 
to  the  direct,  if  inexplicable,  agency  aud  will  of  God.  they  called 
Saul'e  melancholy  an  evil  spirit  from  God.  They  also  expressed 
the  same  thing  by  saying  that  God's  (good)  spirit  had  left  him. 

This  melancholy  of  Saul  bad  large  and  important  cousequeticea. 
Becausie  of  it  Saul  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  warrior  hero 
David,  who  vrae  destined  to  succeed  bim  on  the  throne. 

Of  David  and  of  his  early  fortuues  and  of  bis  firat  meeting  with 
Saul  there  arc  difiereut  accounts  iu  the  Bible.  One  is  older  nud 
more  historical,  the  other  Jater  and  less  historical.  We  will  lieten 
to  the  older  account  first. 
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Now  the  spirit,  of  God  departed  from  Sad^  find  an  evil 
spirit  from  God  terrified  him.  And  Siiiil'a  servants  said 
unto  him,  Behold  now,  an  evil  spirit  from  God  terriiieth 
thee.  Let  our  lord  now  command  thy  servants,  who  are 
before  thee,  to  seek  out  a  man  wbo  is  a  cunning  player 
on  the  hiirp :  and  it  shall  come  to  pass^  when  the  evil  spirit 
from  God  ia  upon  thee,  that  he  shall  play  with  his  hand,  and 
thou  shult  be  well.  And  Saul  said  unto  his  servants.  Provide 
me  now  a  man  that  can  play  well,  and  brin^  him  to  me. 
Then  answered  one  of  the  yoiinjf  men,  and  said.  Behold, 
I  have  seen  a  son  of  Jesse  the  BethJelieniite,  tliat  is  cuiniing* 
in  playing,  and  a  mighty  valiant  man,  and  a  man  of  \vnr, 
and  prudent  in  speech,  and  a  comely  person,  and  God  is 
with  him.  Wherefore  Saul  sent  mcasengera  unto  Jesse,  and 
auid,  Send  me  David  thy  son,  who  is  with  the  sheep.  And 
Jesse  took  ten  loaves  of  bread,  and  a  skin  of  wine,  and 
a  kid,  and  sent  them  by  David  his  son  unto  Saul.  And 
David  came  to  Saul,  and  stood  before  him :  and  he  loved 
him  greatly ;  and  he  became  hia  aruumrbcarcr.  And  Saul 
sent  to  Jesse,  saying,  Let  David,  I  pniy  thee,  stand  before 
me:  for  he  hath  found  favour  in  tny  sight.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  the  evil  spirit  from  God  was  upon  Saul,  that 
David  took  the  burp,  and  played  with  his  hand :  so  Saul 
•was  refreshed,  and  was  well,  and  the  evil  spirit  departed 
from  him. 

§  3.  That  is  the  Bi'st  aad  older  account.  But  the  aame  wi*iter 
who  gave  us  tlie  later  aecount  of  the  estfibUalimi^ut  of  the  monaicby, 
hftfi  ftlso  given  us  a  second  account  cf  how  Saul  heonme  acquainted 
with  Eavid.  It  is  the  fiimoue  story  of  the  giant  Goliatli.  The 
OGcasiou  of  it  is  a  frcah  campaiga  of  the  Pbilistiues  uguioat 
Israel. 

Now  the  Philistines  gathered  together  their  armies  to 
battle,  and  were  gathered  together  at  Socoh,  which  belongeth 
to  Judab,  and  pitched  l>etwccu  Sncoh  and  Azekah,  in  Kphcs- 
dainniim.  And  SanI  and  the  men  of  Israel  were  gathered 
together,  and  pitched  in  the  vale  of  the  terebinths,  and  set 
the  battle  in  array  against  the  Philistines.  And  the  Philis- 
tines stood  on  the  mountain  on  the  one  side,  and  Israel  stood 
on  the  mountain  on  tlic  otiier  side:  and  tlic  ravine  was 
between  them.  And  there  went  out  a  champion  out  of  tlie 
ranks  of  the  Philistines,  named  Goliath,  of  Gath,  whose 
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height  was  nx  cubits  and  a  span.  And  he  had  an  helmet  of 
bruss  upon  his  head,  and  lie  was  dothrd  with  a  coat  oF  mail; 
and  thp  weight  oF  the  coat  wiis  five  thonaaiuJ  slickcis  of  bniss. 
And  he  hiui  greaves  of  brasB  u\}ou  his  legs,  and  a  shield  of 
brass  between  his  shoulders.  And  the  BtaflE  of  his  spear  was 
like  a  weaver's  beam ;  and  his  spear's  head  weighed  six 
hundred  shekels  of  iron :  and  bis  Hhieldhearer  went  before 
him.  And  he  stood  and  cried  uiitt]  the  ranks  of  I&rncl,  and 
said  unto  them,  Why  are  ye  come  out  to  set  your  battle  in 
array?  am  not  I  a  Philistine,  and  ye  ser\ants  to  Saul  f 
choose  you  a  man  for  you,  and  let  hiui  come  do\ni  to  me. 
If  he  be  able  to  light  with  me,  and  to  kill  me,  then  will  we 
be  your  servants :  but  if  I  prevail  Jigainst  bini,  and  kill  him, 
then  aha.ll  ye  he  our  servants,  and  serve  us.  And  the 
Philistine  said,  I  mock  the  ranks  of  Isi-ael  this  day;  give  me 
a  man,  that  we  may  fight  together.  And  when  Saul  and  idl 
Israel  heard  those  words  of  the  Philistine,  they  were  diainaved, 
and  greatly  afraid.  And  the  Philistine  drew  near  moiiung 
and  evening,  and  presented  biinself  forty  days. 

Now  there  was  a  man  of  Bethlehem  in  Judab,  whose  name 
WHS  Jesse,  and  he  had  eight  sons.  And  the  three  eldest  of 
tJiem  bad  gone  after  Saul  to  the  war,  and  their  names  were 
Eliab,  Abinadab,  and  Shammah.  And  the  name  of  the 
youngest  son  was  David. 

And  Jesse  said  unto  David  his  son.  Take  now  for  thy 
brethren  an  ephiih  of  this  parched  corn,  and  these  ten  loaves, 
and  run  to  the  camp  to  thy  brethren ;  and  carry  these  teu 
cheeses  unto  the  captain  of  their  thousanti,  an<l  look  how  thy 
bretTiiren  fare,  and  take  their  pledge.  For  Saul,  and  they, 
and  all  the  men  of  Israel,  are  in  the  vale  of  the  terebinths, 
lighting  with  tlie  Philistines.  And  David  rose  up  early  in 
the  niorning,  and  left  the  sheep  with  a  keeper,  and  took,  and 
went,  as  Jesse  had  commanded  bim;  and  be  came  to  the 
entrenchment,  an  the  host  was  going  torth  to  the  battle  arniy, 
and  they  were  shouting  for  the  battle.  For  Israel  and  the 
Philistines  had  put  the  battle  in  array,  army  against  army. 
And  David  left  his  baggage  in  the  hand  of  the  keeper  of  the 
baggage,  and  ran  to  tlie  army,  and  came  and  asked  his 
brethren  how  tliey  fared.  And  as  be  talkwl  with  them, 
behold,  there  came  up  the  champion,  the  Philistine  of  Oath, 
Goliatlt  by  name,  out  of  the  ranks  of  the  Philistines,  and 
Sjpakc  according  to  th^  same  words :  uud  David  heard  them. 
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Ami  fill  tlie  men  of  Israel,  when  they  saw  the  man,  fleH  from 
him,  ilikI  werr  Hore  irfniid.  And  the  men  of  Israel  said, 
Huve  ye  seen  this  man  that  is  come  iip?  surely  to  mock 
Israel  is  he  come  tip:  and  it  shall  be,  that  the  man  who 
killelh  him,  the  kin|r  will  enrich  him  with  great  riches,  and 
will  j^ve  him  his  daughter,  and  make  Ids  father's  house  free 
in  I«rael.  And  Duvid  spake  to  the  men  that  stwid  by  him, 
eaying,  What  shall  he  done  to  the  man  that  killeth  this 
PhiUbtine,  and  taketh  away  the  reproach  from  Israel  ?  for 
vvlio  is  this  Pliilistine,  that  he  should  mock  the  ariniea 
nf  tlie  living  (iod?  And  the  people  answered  him  after 
this  manner,  saying,  So  shall  it  be  done  to  the  man  that 
killeth  him.  And  Eliab  his  eldest  brother  heard  when  he 
Bpake  unto  the  men ;  and  Eliab's  anger  was  kindled  against 
David,  ajid  he  said.  Why  art  thou  come  down  ?  and  with 
wlioin  hast  thou  left  those  few  sheep  in  the  wilderness? 
I  know  thy  pride,  and  the  naughtiness  of  thine  heart ;  for 
thou  art  come  down  that  thou  mightest  see  the  battle.  And 
David  said.  What  have  1  done  now?  Was  it  not  but  a  word? 
And  he  turned  auay  from  him  toward  another,  and  spake 
after  the  same  manner:  and  the  people  answered  him  again 
after  tlie  fonner  manner. 

And  when  the  words  MTre  heard  which  Da^id  spake,  tbey 
rehearsed  them  het'ore  Saul;  and  he  sent  for  him.  And 
David  said  to  Saul,  Let  not  my  lord's  heart  sink  within 
him;  thy  servant  will  go  and  fight  with  this  Philistine. 
And  Saul  said  to  David,  Thou  art  not  able  to  go  against 
this  Philistine  to  tight  with  hitn  :  for  thou  art  but  a  youth, 
and  he  a  man  of  war.  And  David  said  unto  Saul,  Thy 
servant  kept  his  father's  sheep;  and  when  there  cauie  a 
lion,  or  a  bear,  and  took  a  lamb  out  of  the  flock,  I  went 
out  after  him,  and  smote  him,  and  delivered  it  out  nf  his 
mouth :  and  when  he  arose  against  me^  I  cauglit  him  by  his 
beard,  and  smote  him,  and  slew  him.  Thy  servant  smote 
both  lion  and  bear :  and  this  Philistine  shall  be  as  one  of 
tliem,  seeing  he  hath  mocked  the  armies  of  the  living  God. 
(i«d  that  delivered  me  out  of  the  paw  of  the  lion,  and 
out  of  the  paw  of  the  bear,  he  will  deliver  me  out  of  the 
hand  of  this  Philistine.     And  Saul  said  unto  David,  Go, 

id  God  shall  be  wnth  thee. 

^nd  Saul  armed  David  with  his  armour,  and  he  put  an 
net  of  brass  upou  his  head.     And  David  girded  on  liis 
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sword,  and  he  sought  to  go,  but  in  vain ;  for  he  had  not 
proved  theiii.  And  David  said  unt«  Saul,  I  cannot  go 
with  these;  for  I  have  not  proved  them.  And  David 
put  tiieni  off  hint.  And  he  took  bis  staff  in  hi^t  hand, 
and  chose  him  five  smooth  stones  out  oF  the  bi*ook,  and 
put  them  in  the  shepherd's  bag  which  he  had,  even  In  his 
Bcrip ;  and  his  sling  was  in  bxs  hand :  and  he  drew  near  to 
the  Philistine.  And  the  Philistine  came  on  and  drew  near 
unto  David ;  and  the  man  that  bare  t!ic  shiehl  u-eiit  before 
him.  And  when  the  PhiUstine  looked  about,  and  Raw 
David,  he  disdained  him  :  for  he  was  but  a  youth,  and  ruddy, 
and  of  a  fair  cuuntenunce.  And  the  Phihstiiie  said  unto 
David,  Am  I  a  (h)g,  that  thou  earnest  to  me  with  staves  ? 
And  the  Phihstine  cursed  David  by  his  gods.  And  the 
Philistine  said  to  David,  Come  to  me,  and  I  will  ^ve  thy 
flesh  unto  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  to  the  beasts  of  tlie  field. 
Then  said  David  to  the  Pliilistiue,  Thuu  eunit-st  Ut  me  with 
a  sword,  and  with  a  spear,  and  with  a  javelin :  but  I  come  to 
thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  liosts,  the  (jod  ol"  the  armies 
of  Israel,  which  thou  hast  tuocked.  This  day  will  God  deliver 
thee  into  mine  hand;  and  I  will  smite  thee,  and  take  thiae 
head  from  thee;  rind  I  will  give  thy  carcase  and  the  carcases 
of  the  host  of  the  Philistines  this  day  unto  tlie  fowls  of  the 
air,  and  to  the  wiltl  Ircasts  of  the  eart.h ;  that  all  tlie  earth 
may  know  that  tfiere  is  a  God  in  Israel,  And  all  this 
assembly  shall  know  that  God  saveth  not  with  sword  and 
Bpear:  for  the  battle  is  God's,  and  he  will  i^ive  you  into  our 
haiidB.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  tlie  Philistine  arose,  and 
came  and  drew  ingh  to  meet  David,  tliat  David  hastened, 
and  ran  toward  the  army  to  meet  the  Philistine.  And  David 
put  his  hand  in  his  bag,  and  took  thence  a  stone,  and  slang 
it,  and  smote  the  Phili^tijie  in  bis  forehead,  that  the  stone 
sank  into  his  forehead,  and  he  fell  upon  bis  face  to  the  earth. 
So  David  prevailed  over  the  Philistine  with  a  sling  and  with 
a  st4>ne,  and  stnote  the  Philistine,  and  slew  Wim;  Init  there 
was  no  sword  in  the  hand  of  David.  And  David  ran,  and 
stood  upon  the  Philistine,  and  took  bis  sword,  and  ihew  it 
out  of  the  shentli  thereof,  and  slew  him,  and  cut  o2  his  head 
therewith.  And  when  the  Philistines  saw  that  their  champion 
was  dead,  thry  fled.  And  the  men  of  Israel  and  of  Judah 
arose,  and  shouted,  and  pursued  Uie  Philistines,  even  unto 
Gathj  and  to  the  gates  of   Ekron.     And   the    children  of 
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Israel  returned  from  chiising  after  tlie  PliUistiucs,  and  tUcy 
spoiled  their  tents. 

Now  when  S;ml  saw  David  gn  forth  against  the  Philistine, 
he  said  uiito  Abner,  the  ciiptHJn  of  the  host,  Abtier,  whose 
son  is  this  youth?  And  Abner  said.  As  thy  soul  liveth, 
O  king,  1  cannot  tell.  And  the  king  said,  Inquire  thou 
whoBc  son  the  stripling  is.  And  as  David  returned  from  the 
alaugliter  of  the  Philistine,  Abner  took  him,  rind  brought  him 
before  Said  with  the  bead  of  the  Philistine  in  his  hand.  And 
Saul  said  to  him,  Whose  son  avt  thou,  thou  young  man  ? 
And  David  answered,  I  am  the  son  of  thy  servant  Jesse  the 
Beth-lehemite.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  !iad  made  an 
end  of  speaking  unto  Saul,  that  the  soul  of  Jonathan  whs 
knit  with  the  soul  of  David,  and  Jonathan  loved  him  aa  his 
own  soul.  And  Saul  took  him  that  day,  and  would  let  him 
go  no  more  home  to  his  father's  house.  Then  Jonathan 
made  a  covenant  of  friendship  with  David,  because  he  loved 
him  aa  his  owii  soul-  And  Jonathan  stripped  himself  of  the 
rolje  that  was  upon  hini,  and  gave  it  to  David,  and  his 
warrior^s  dress,  even  to  his  sword,  and  to  hia  bow,  and  to  his 
girdle.  And  David  went  out  whithersoever  Saul  sent  him, 
ftiid  he  prospered.  And  Saul  set  him  over  the  men  of  Mar, 
and  he  was  beloved  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people,  and  even  in 
the  sight  of  the  servants  of  Saul. 

'  Tftke  thi^ir  pledge'  means  bring  back  some  token  of  their 
welfare.  Onliuary  people  liiil  not  write  letters  iu  tliwse  dayfi, 
A  terebinth  ia  a  coniferous  tree,  from  the  resinous  exudntion  of 
wliitfh  turjjcatinc  is  made.  Tts  Latin  name  is  Pietacia  tprebhilhus. 
A  cubit  IE  ahout  a  foot  iiud  a  Jiitlf,  iitid  a  spnu  is  half  a  caliit.  tio 
Goliath  wiis  jibnnt  9  feet  9  inctien  high.  Five  thnnflaiid  pliekels  is 
over  200  lb?,  and  six  buadrcd  sht-kets  is  over  24  Iba.,  so  the  giant's 
coat  of  nuiil  imd  spL-ar's  head  were  very  lit'avy ! 

Notiw  ihnt  in  tlie  older  account  l-UiviJ  Is  already  grown  up; 
he  is  a  mighty  man  of  valoar  niid  a  man  of  war  and  pnidcut  iii 
BpaccU.  Here  he  ia  a  nln-pherd  lad,  ipaomut  of  war,  though 
of  ^i.>at  natural  streu^th.  Xlie  frieadsliip  of  Jonathan  and 
Dnvici  has  reinaincd  a  famous  type  and  exiimple  of  frieadship 
for  all  time.  RealiKing  as  Jonatluiii  Foon  did  lliat  the  star  of  hia 
fiither  was  siiikiug,  and  that  the  ptar  of  David  was  rising,  his 
friendship  with  David  suffered  no  break  or  loss. 

§  4.  A  still  later  writer  told  a  tradition  according  to  which 
David  hud  known,  cvun  before  hia  vk-tory  over  Goliath,  Umt  he 
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was  destinod  to  become  Israel'B  Vtrig.     This  tredition  is  probably 
niiBtuteii,  but  the  fctoiy  which  eiubodiee  it  is  vury  bcRntifuL 

And  God  eaid  unto  SamncI,  How  long  wilt  thou  mourn 
for  Saul,  seeiriff  I  have  rejected  hiru  from  being  king  over 
Israel?  Fill  tbine  horn  with  oil,  nnd  go,  1  wilt  send  tliee  to 
Jesse  the  Beth-lehemite :  for  I  have  provided  me  a  king 
among  his  song.  And  Samuel  said.  How  can  1  go  ?  if  S.iul 
hear  it,  he  will  kill  me.  And  God  said.  Take  an  heifer  with 
thee,  and  say,  I  am  ct)me  to  sacrifice  to  God.  And  call 
Jesse  to  the  sacrifice,  and  1  will  shew  thee  what  tliou  shalt 
do :  and  thou  shalt  anoint  unto  me  him  whom  [  name  unto 
thee.  And  Samuel  did  that  which  God  spake,  and  came  to 
Beth-leheiu.  And  the  eldei-s  of  the  city  trcnihled  uX  his 
coming,  and  said,  Comest  thou  peaceably?  And  he  said, 
Peaceably :  I  am  come  to  sacrifice  unto  God :  sanctify 
yourselves,  and  come  with  me  to  the  sacrifice.  And  he 
sanctified  Jesse  and  his  sons,  and  called  them  to  the  sacri- 
fice. And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  come,  that  he 
looked  on  Kliab,  and  said.  Surely  God's  anointed  is  before 
him.  But  God  said  unto  Samuel,  Look  not  on  bis  coun- 
tenance, or  on  the  height  of  his  stature;  because  1  have 
refused  him :  for  God  seeth  not  as  man  seeth ;  for  man 
looketh  on  the  outward  appearance,  but  God  looketh  on  the 
lieart.  Then  Jesse  called  Abjnadah,  and  made  him  pass 
before  Samuel.  And  be  said,  Neither  hath  God  chosen  him. 
Then  Jesse  made  Sliamnuih  to  pass  by.  And  he  said, 
Neither  bath  God  chosen  him.  So  Jesse  made  seven  of 
his  sons  to  pass  before  Samuel.  And  Samuel  said  unto 
Jesse,  God  hath  not  chosen  these.  And  Samuel  said  unto 
Jesse,  Are  here  all  thy  children  ?  And  be  said,  There  re- 
maineth  yet  the  youngest.,  and,  behold,  be  keepeth  the  sheep. 
And  Samuel  said  unto  Jesse,  Send  aaui  fetch  him :  for  we 
will  not  sit  down  till  he  come  hither.  And  he  sent,  and 
brought  him  in.  Nou-  he  was  ruddy,  and  of  a  beautiful 
countenance^  aiul  goodly  to  look  at.  And  God  stud.  Arise, 
anoint  him:  for  this  is  be.  Then  SamncI  took  the  horn 
of  oil,  iLud  anointed  him  in  the  midst  of  his  brethren  ;  and 
Samuel  rose  up,  and  went  to  Ramah. 

You  will  remember  the  second  account  of  Saul's  eU'ctiou. 
'  ITiere  is  none  like  liim  among  all  the  jxjople '  means  timt  Saul 
Was   tuUei-   than   tLL-ni  all.      Here,    in   obvious   and   iuteatioual 


203 


THE    BIBLE    FOR    HOME    READING 


contrast  to  tlmt  story,  wc  have  outward  nppearance  and  heiglit 
of  stiUure  disparaged.  The  wurds  are  uotithle  :  too  •^ften  man 
If^oks  on  ihe  outwiLrd  appearance  l»oth  of  men  and  Uiings;  ouv 
heavenly  Father  judges  us  and  all  we  do  by  a  true  tuid  inwat'd 
t((Audard. 

§  5.  Both  tlie  earlier  and  the  later  arcrnnts  represent  David 
as  becoming  after  a  time  tlie  &iiece8i*ful  freneral  of  Saul  in 
camj>aigi)a  against  the  riiiliatitu's.  Oriidually  Siud's  jetilyiisy 
of  David's  Hiicceas  and  pii|iuliiri(j-  liecanie  arou&ed.  For  after 
crucEt  Bucceesfui  espeditione  we  are  told  that : 

The  women  used  to  come  out  of  all  the  cities  of  Israel 
sing^irig  and  dancinjtc  to  meet  David,  with  tabrete  and  exult- 
ing uiid  instruments  of  music.  And  the  women  answered 
one  another  in  their  mirth,  and  said, 

Saul  liat.h  slain   Win  thonsands. 

But  Da^'id  his  ten  thousands ! 
And  Saul  was  very  wroth,  and  this  sa>-in^  displeased  hira ; 
and  he  said,  They  have  ascribed  ten  thousands  to  David,  and 
to  me  they  liavc  ascril>cd  but  thouaaiids :  and  nliat  can  he 
have  more  but  the  king'dom  ?  And  Saul  eyed  David  from 
that  day  and  forward. 

And  David  prospered  in  all  his  ways;  and  God  whs  with 
him.  Wherefore  when  Saul  saw  that  David  prospered  greatly, 
he  was  afraid  of  him.  But  all  Israel  and  Judah  loved  David, 
because  be  went  out  and  came  in  before  them.  N'ow  Michal 
Saul's  daughter  loved  David :  and  they  told  Saul,  and  the 
thing  pleased  him.  So  Saul  thought,  jt  will  give  him  her, 
that  she  may  be  a  snare  to  him,  and  that  the  band  of  the 
Philistines  may  be  against  him.  Wherefore  Saul  commanded 
his  servants,  sayings  Comnume  with  David  secretly,  and  gay, 
Behold,  the  king  hath  delight  in  thee,  and  all  his  servants 
love  thee:  now  therefore  be  the  king's  son  in  law.  And 
Saul's  &crvanta  spake  those  words  in  the  ears  of  David. 
And  Duvid  said,  Seenieth  it  to  you  a  light  thing  to  become 
the  king's  son  in  law^  seeing  that  I  am  a  poor  nuin,  and 
lightly  esteemed  ?  And  the  servants  of  Said  told  bim^ 
saying.  On  this  manner  spake  David.  And  Saul  said,  Thus 
shall  ye  say  to  David,  The  king  desireth  not  any  do'ivry,  but 
an  hundred  of  the  Philistines,  to  be  avenged  of  the  king's 
enemies.  But  Saul  tbougiit  to  make  David  fall  by  the  band 
jf  the  Philistines.     And  when  his  servants  told  David  these 
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Trflr<!8,  it  pleased  David  well  to  he  the  king-*R  son  in  law. 
Wherefore  David  arose  and  went,  he  and  his  men,  and  slew 
of  the  Philistines  an  hundred  men  ;  and  David  hroutjht  them 
in  fuii  talc  to  the  king,  that  he  Tuight  hecome  the  king's  son 
in  law.     And  Saul  gave  him  Michul  hi»  daughter  to  wife. 

fiut  when  Saul  Raw  more  plainly  that  God  was  with  David, 
and  that  all  Israel  love*)  him,  he  was  yet  the  more  afraid  of 
him.     So  Saul  became  David's  enemy  continually. 

And  Saul  spake  to  Jonathan  his  son,  and  to  all  his 
servants,  tliat  he  would  kill  David.  But  Jonathan  Saul*s  sim 
delighted  much  in  David:  and  Jonathan  toltl  David,  saying, 
Saul  my  father  seeketh  to  kill  thee:  now  therefore,  1  pray 
thee,  take  heetl  to  thyself  in  the  morning,  hide  thyself  and 
reniaiii  coneeulcd.  And  1  will  go  out  and  stand  bui^ide  my 
father  in  the  6el(l  where  thou  art,  and  1  will  connnune  with 
my  father  of  thee;  and  ^vhat  I  see,  that  I  will  tell  thee, 
And  Jonathan  spake  good  <)f  David  unto  Saul  his  father. 
and  said  unto  him,  Let  not  the  king  sin  against  his  servant, 
against  David;  because  he  hath  not  sinned  against  thee,  and 
hccuuse  his  works  have  been  to  thee-ward  very  good  :  for  he 
did  put  his  life  in  his  hand,  and  slew  the  Philistine,  and  (xod 
wrought  a  great  salvation  for  all  Israel :  thou  sawest  it,  and 
didst  rejoice:  wherefore  then  wilt  thou  sin  against  innocent 
blood,  to  slay  David  without  a  cause?  And  Saul  hearkened 
unto  the  voice  of  Jonatlmn  :  and  Saul  sware,  Aa  God  liveth, 
he  shall  not  he  slain.  Then  Jonathan  calleil  David,  and  told 
him  all  those  things.  And  Jonathan  brought  David  to  Saul, 
and  he  was  in  his  presence,  as  in  times  past.  And  when  there 
waa  war  again,  David  went  out  and  fought  vrith  the  Philis- 
tines and  slew  theui  witii  a  great  slaughter ;  and  they  ded 
from  him. 

§  6.  Thus  SauVs  .jealousy  wns  fijipeased  for  a  time,  but  only  to 
break  forth  again  with  greater  violence  than  ever. 

Now  the  evil  spirit  from  God  came  upon  Saul,  as  he  sat  in 
his  house  with  his  spear  in  his  hand,  and  David  played  before 
him  on  his  harp.  And  Saul  sought  to  anute  David  even  to 
the  wall  with  hie  spear;  but  David  avoided  his  cast,  so  that 
he  drove  the  spear  into  the  wall.  And  David  lied,  and 
escaped. 

And  he  came  unto  Jonathan  and  said,  What  have  I  done  ? 
What   is   mine  iniquity?    and  what   is  my  siu  before  thy 
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father  that  he  seeketh  iny  life  ?  And  Jonathan  said  unto 
David,  God  forbid  j  thou  ehalt  not  die :  behold,  my  father 
doeth  nothing  either  grciit  or  small,  but  ttuit  he  sheweth  it 
unto  nic  :  a.nd  why  should  my  father  hide  this  tiling  from 
me  ?  it  Is  not  so.  But  David  said,  Thy  father  knoueth  tlmt 
I  have  found  grace  in  tliine  eyes;  acid  he  saith,  Let  not 
Jonathan  knotv  this,  lest  he  be  grieved :  but  tmly  as  God 
livetli,  and  as  thy  soul  livetb,  there  is  but  a  step  between 
nie  and  <ieath.  Then  said  Joiiiithan  unto  David,  Whatsoever 
thy  soul  (U'sireth,  I  will  ercn  do  it  for  thee.  And  David 
Raid  unto  Jonatlian,  Behohl,  to-morrow  is  the  new  moon, 
and  1  will  not  sit  -vvith  the  kini;  at  meat:  but  let  me  go, 
that  I  may  hide  myself  in  the  field  unto  the  even.  If  thy 
father  miss  me,  then  say,  David  earnestly  asked  leave  of  me 
that  he  might  run  to  Bcth-lchcm  his  city :  lor  there  is 
a  yearly  sacrifice  there  for  all  the  family.  If  he  say  thus, 
It  is  well  J  thy  sen-ant  shall  have  peace  :  hut  if  he  he  wroth, 
then  kriow  that  evil  is  determined  by  bim.  Therefore  deal 
kindly  with  thy  servant;  for  thou  hast  brought  thy  servant 
into  a  covenant  of  friendsldp  with  tlice :  notwitlistanding  if 
there  be  in  me  iniquity,  slay  me  thyself  j  for  why  sliouldest 
thou  bring  me  to  thy  father  r  And  Jonathan  said,  Far  be  it 
from  thee :  for  if  1  should  at  all  know  that  evil  were  de- 
termined by  my  father  to  come  upon  tbec,  then  would  not 
I  tell  it  thee?  Then  said  David  to  Jonathan,  Who  shall 
tell  me  if  perchance  thy  father  answer  thee  roughly  ?  And 
Jonathan  said  unto  David,  Come  and  let  xis  go  out  into 
the  field.     And  they  went  out  both  of  them  into  the  field. 

And  Jonathan  said  unto  David,  The  Lord  God  of  Israel 
be  witness ;  when  I  have  sounded  my  father  about  this  time 
to-morrow,  behohl,  if  there  he  good  towar<i  David,  shall 
I  not  send  unto  thee,  and  shew  it  thee  ?  God  do  so  and 
much  more  to  Jonathan,  shoidd  it  please  my  father  to  do 
thee  evil,  if  1  shew  it  not  luito  thee,  and  send  thcc  away, 
that  thou  mayest  go  in  peace :  and  God  will  be  with  thee,  as 
he  bath  been  with  my  father.  And  wilt  thou  not,  if  1  am 
Btill  rdive,  shew  me  the  kindness  of  God,  that  I  die  not, 
and  not  cut  off  tliy  mercy  from  my  house  for  ever  ?  Yea, 
even  when  God  hath  cut  off  the  enemies  of  David  every 
one  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  the  name  of  Jonathan  shall 
not  be  cut  off  from  the  house  of  David.  And  Jonathan 
sware  again  to  David,  for  the  love  that  he  had  to  bun : 
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for  he  loved  him  as  he  loved  his  own  soul.  And  Jonathan 
suit!  uiiliu  him,  'IVi-inurruw  is  the  new  ntoou :  and  thuu  shalt 
he  missed,  iK'eause  thy  seal  will  l>e  enijrty.  And  M'hen  thou 
hast  stayed  two  <lay8,  thon  shalt  he  j^reatly  missed ;  then 
come  down  and  hide  thyself  and  remain  by  this  mound. 
And  on  the  third  day  I  will  shoot  with  arrows,  as  thoujfh  I 
shot  at  a  murk.  ^Viul,  hehold,  I  will  send  the  hid,  stLyinic, 
Go,  find  the  arrow.  If  I  say  unto  the  lad,  Behold,  the 
arrow  is  on  this  side  of  thee :  come  then  home,  for  there 
is  peace  to  thee  and  no  hurt,  as  fiod  liveth.  But  if  I  say 
thus  unto  the  boy.  Behold,  the  arrow  is  beyond  thee :  go  thy 
way ;  for  God  hath  sent  thee  away.  And  as  touchinjif  the 
matter  which  thou  and  I  have  spoken  of,  behold,  God  is 
witness  between  thee  and   me  for  ever. 

So  David  hid  himself  in  the  field  :  and  when  the  new 
moon  was  eome,  the  kins;  sat  Idtii  down  to  eat  meat.  And 
the  king  sat  upon  his  seat,  as  at  other  times,  even  upon  the 
seat  by  the  wall ;  and  Jonatluui  sat  opposite  to  Saul,  and 
Aimer  sat  by  Saul's  side:  but  David's  place  was  empty. 
Nevertheless  Saul  spake  not  any  thing  that  day :  for  he 
thought,  Something  hath  befallen  him,  he  is  not  clean ; 
surely  he  is  not  clean.  And  it  eauic  to  pass  on  the  morrow 
after  the  new  moon,  that  David's  place  was  empty  :  and 
Saul  said  unto  Jonathan  his  son.  Wherefore  eometh  not 
the  son  of  Jesse  to  meat,  neither  yesterday,  uor  to-day  ? 
And  Jonathan  answered  Saul,  David  earnestly  asked  leave 
of  me  to  afo  to  Beth-lehem :  and  he  said,  Let  me  go,  I  pray 
thee ;  for  our  family  hath  a  sacrifice  in  the  city ;  and  my 
brethren  have  bidden  me  to  be  there :  and  now,  if  I  have 
found  favour  in  thine  eyes,  let  me  get  away,  I  pray  thee,  and 
see  my  brethren.  Therefore  be  eometh  not  unto  the  king's 
table.  Then  Saul's  anger  was  kindled  against  Jonathan, 
and  he  said  unto  him.  Do  not  I  know  that  thou  art  a  com- 
panion of  the  son  of  Jesse  to  thine  own  confusion  r  For 
as  long'  as  the  son  of  Jesse  liveth  upon  the  ground,  thou 
shnit  not  be  stablished,  nor  thv  kingdom.  Wherefore  now 
send  and  fetch  him  unto  me,  for  he  shall  surely  die.  And 
Jonatliun  answered  Saul  his  father,  and  said  unto  him. 
Wherefore  shall  he  be  slain?  what  hath  he  done  P  And 
Saut  cast  his  spear  at  Idm  tfl  smite  him  :  whereby  Jonathan 
knew  that  it  was  determined  of  his  father  to  slay  David. 
So  Jouutliun  arose  from  tlie  table  in  fierce  anger,  and  did 
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eat  no  meat  the  second  dw^yof  the  month :  for  he  was  grieved 
for  David,  because  his  father  had  done  him  shume. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  that  Jonatlian  went 
out  into  the  field  at  the  time  appointed  with  David,  and 
a  little  lad  with  him.  And  he  said  unto  Ids  lad,  Run,  find 
now  the  arrow  which  I  shoot.  And  ag  the  lad  ran,,  he  shot 
an  arrow  beyond  him.  And  when  the  lad  was  come  to  the 
place  of  the  arrow  which  Jonathan  had  shot,  Jonathan  cried 
after  the  lad,  and  said,  la  not  the  arrow  beyond  thee  ?  And 
Jonatlian  cried  after  the  lad,  Make  speed,  haste,  stay  not. 
And  Jonathan's  lad  gathered  up  the  arrow,  and  hrought  it  to 
hia  master.  But  the  lad  knew  not  any  thing :  only  Jonathan 
and  David  knew  the  matter.  And  Jonathan  gave  his  ar- 
tillery unto  his  lad,  and  said  unto  him.  Go,  carry  them  to 
the  city.  And  as  aoon  as  tlie  lad  was  gone,  DaT.-id  arose  out 
of  hia  hiding-place  hy  the  mound,  and  fell  on  his  face  to  the 
ground,  and  bowed  himself  three  times :  and  they  kissed 
one  another,  and  wept  one  vvith  another  exceedingly.  And 
Jonathan  said  to  David,  Go  in  peace,  forasmuch  as  we  have 
sworn  both  of  us  in  the  name  of  God,,  God  shall  he  witness 
between  me  aiid  thee,  and  between  my  seed  and  thy  seed, 
for  ever.  And  he  arose  and  departed :  and  Jonatlian  went 
into  the  city. 

§  7.  Tlien  came  David  to  Noh  to  Ahimelech  the  priest:  and 
Ahimelech  was  afraid  at  meeting  David,  and  said  unto  him, 
Why  art  thou  alone,  and  no  man  with  thee?  And  David 
said  unto  Ahimelech  the  priest,  The  king  hath  commanded 
me  a  husincss,  and  hath  said  unto  me.  Let  no  man  know 
any  thing  of  the  business  whereabout  1  send  thee,  and  what 
1  have  commanded  thee :  and  the  young  men  I  have  directed 
to  such  and  such  a  place.  Now  therefore,  if  there  are  some 
loaves  of  bread  under  thine  hand,  give  them  unto  me,  or 
whatsoever  there   is  present. 

Now  a  certain  mati  of  the  servants  of  Saul  was  there  that 
davj  and  his  name  was  D<ieg  the  Edomite,  the  mightiest  of 
Saul's  runners.  And  David  said  unto  Ahimelech,  And  is 
there  not  here  under  thine  liand  spear  or  sword  ?  for  I  have 
neither  brought  my  sword  nor  my  weapons  with  me,  because 
the  king^'s  business  required  liaste.  ^Vnd  the  priest  said,  The 
sword  of  Goliath  the  Philistine^  whom  thou  slcwcst  in  the  vale 
of  the  terebinths,  behold,  it  is  here  wrapped  in  a  cloth ;  if 
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thou  wilt  take  that,  take  it :  for  there  Is  iiu  ether  save  that 
liere.     And  David  satd.  ThtTc  itn  none  like  tlmt ;  give  it  me. 

So  David  departed  thence,  and  escape<l  tt)  the  mountain- 
Btronj^hold  of  Adullara :  and  when  his  brethren  and  all  his 
father's  house  heard  it,  they  went  down  thither  to  him. 
And  every  one  that  was  in  distress,  and  every  one  that  waa 
in  debt,  and  every  one  that  was  diaeuntented,  gathered 
themselves  unto  him ;  and  he  iM'eame  a  eaiitjtin  over  them ; 
and  there  were  with  him  about  four  litindred  men. 

And  David  went  thence  to  Mizpeh  of  Moab :  and  he  said 
unto  the  king^  of  Moab,  Let  my  father  and  my  ntothcr, 
I  pray  thee,  dwell  with  you,  till  I  know  what  God  will  do 
for  me.  And  he  brought  them  before  the  king  of  Moab : 
and  they  du'elt  with  him  all  tlie  while  that  David  Mas  in 
the  hold.  And  the  prophet  Gad  said  unto  David,  Abide  not 
in  the  hold;  depart,  and  get  thee  into  the  land  of  Judidi. 
Then  David  departed,  and  came  into  the  forest  of  Hereth. 

And  Saul  heard  that  David  waa  discfn-ered,  and  the  men 
that  were  with  him:  now  Saul  was  sitting  in  Gibeah,  under 
the  tamarisk  tree  on  the  lieight,  having  his  spear  in  his  hand, 
and  nil  his  servants  were  standing  about  him.  And  Saul 
said  unto  his  servants  that  stood  about  him,  Hear  now,  ye 
Benjaniites ;  will  the  son  of  Jesse  give  every  one  of  you 
fields  and  vineyards,  and  make  you  all  captains  of  thousands 
and  captains  of  hundreds;  that  all  of  you  have  conspired 
against  me,  and  there  is  none  that  disclosed  to  me  when 
my  son  made  a  league  with  the  son  of  Jesse,  and  then;  is 
none  of  you  tlmt  had  cotnpassion  for  me,  or  iliseloseil  unto 
me  that  my  son  hath  stirred  up  my  servant  against  me,  to 
be  my  enemy,  as  at  this  day  ?  Then  answered  Doeg  the 
Edomite,  who  stood  by  the  servants  of  Saul,  and  said,  I  saw 
the  son  of  Jesse  coming  to  Nob,  lu  Aliimeleeh  the  son  uf 
Alutub.  And  he  gikve  hiin  victuals,  and  gave  him  the 
sword  of  Goliath  the  Pliilistine.  Then  the  king  sent  t«  call 
Ahimelech  the  priest,  the  son  of  Ahitub,  and  all  his  father's 
house,  the  priests  that  were  in  Nob :  and  they  came  all  of 
them  to  the  king.  iVnd  Saul  said.  Hear  now,  thou  sou  of 
Ahitub.  And  he  answered.  Here  1  am,  my  lord.  And  Saul 
said  unto  him,,  Why  have  ye  conspired  against  me,  thou  and 
the  son  of  Jesse,  in  that  thou  hast  given  him  bread,  and 
a  sword,  that  he  should  rise  ag;iinst  me  to  be  my  enemy, 
as  at  this  day!     Then  Ahimelech  answered  the  king,  and 
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suid,  And  who  among  all  tliy  Benunts  is  so  fuithFul  us  Ditvid, 
who  is  tlic  kiiig^'s  son  in  law  and  cuptuin  over  thy  Imdy- 
g-uiird,  and  is  hunoural)!!?  in  thine  house  ?  Let  not  the  kin^ 
iiiipnte  any  thing  unto  his  servant,  nor  to  iill  the  house  of 
niy  father:  for  thy  servant  knowcth  nothing  of  all  this,  Ics9 
or  more.  And  the  king  said,  Thou  shalt  surely  die,  Ahinie- 
lech,,  thou,  and  all  thy  father's  house.  And  the  king  said 
unto  the  guard  tlmt  stood  aliout  him,  Turn,  and  slay  the 
priests ;  hecause  tlieir  hand  also  is  with  David,  and  because 
they  knew  that  he  fled,  and  did  not  tell  me.  But  the  servants 
of  tlie  king  woulti  not  put  forth  their  hand  tc  fidl  »ipon  tlie 
priests.  And  the  king  said  to  Doeg,  Tuna  thou,  and  fall 
upon  the  priests.  .Viid  Doeg  the  Kdoniite  turned,  and  he 
fell  upon  the  priests,  and  he  slew  on  that  day  fourscore 
and  five.  But  one  of  the  sons  of  Ahimelech  the  son  of 
Ahitub,  named  Abiathar,  escaped,  and  fled  after  David. 
And  Abiathar  told  David  that  Saul  had  slain  tlie  priests. 
And  David  saitl  unto  Abiathar,  I  knew  on  that  day,  when 
Doeg  the  Kdomite  was  there,  tliat  he  would  surely  tell 
Saul :  I  am  guilty  in  respect  of  all  the  persons  of  thy 
father's  house.  Abide  thou  with  uie,  fear  not;  for  he  that 
seeketh  my  liEe  seeketh  thy  life ;  with  mc  thou  shalt  he  in 
safeguard. 

§  8.  For  some  time  David  seems  to  have  led  the  wild  life  of  na 
outlaw  among  the  niouutaia  faBtnesecs  of  Southern  .Tiidaii.  Here 
are  BomB  striking  incideuts  which  we  ai*B  told  of  tLat  exciting 
period  of  wondering  and  adventure. 

And  they  told  Dand,  saying.  Behold,  the  Philistines  fight 
against  Kcilah,  and  they  rob  tlie  thi-eshirigfloors.  So  David 
and  his  men  went  to  KeJlah,  and  fought  witii  the  Philistines, 
and  brought  away  their  cattle,  and  smote  them  with  a  great 
slaughter.     So  David  saved  the  inhahitaiitR  of  Keilah. 

And  it  was  told  Saul  that  David  was  come  to  Keilah, 
And  Saul  said,  God  hath  delivered  him  into  mine  hand;  for 
he  is  shut  in,  by  entering  into  a  town  that  hath  gates  and 
bars.  And  Saul  called  all  the  people  together  to  war,  to  go 
doM'n  to  Keilah,  to  besiege  David  and  his  men. 

And  David  heard  that  Saul  was  devising  mischief  against 
him.  So  David  and  his  men,  who  were  about  six  hundred, 
arose  and  departed  out  of  K.cilah,  laid  went  whithersoever 
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iiiey  could  ^.  AikI  it  wns  tuld  Snul  timt  David  was  escaped 
from  K(;ilfdi ;   anil  he  forlwrp  to  ^n  fiirth. 

And  David  Jihodc  in  The  wiltrrrnit'SH.  in  the  Rtrotig  holds 
of  the  hill  country.  And  Saul  souffht  him  every  day,  but 
God  delivered  him  not  into  his  hand.  And  David  was 
iifriLid,  because  Saul  wtis  come  out  to  seek  his  life  :  and 
David  was  at  lloresh  in  the  wilderness  of  Ziph.  And 
Jotiathan  Saul's  son  arose,  and  went  to  David  at  Horesh, 
and  strengthened  his  heart  in  God.  And  he  said  unto  him, 
Fear  not:  for  the  hand  of  Saul  my  father  shall  not  find 
thcc;  and  thou  shidt  be  king  over  Israel,  and  1  shall  be  next 
unto  thee;  and  that  also  Saul  my  father  kiioweth.  And 
they  two  made  a  covenant  of  friendship  before  God  :  and 
Darid  abode  at  Horesh,  and  Jonathan  went  to  his  house. 

Then  came  up  the  Ziphites  to  Saul  to  Gibeah,  saying.  Doth 
not  David  hide  himself  with  us  in  the  mountain  strong  holds 
near  Iloreah?  Now  therefore,  O  king,  come  clown,  accord- 
ing to  all  the  desire  of  thy  soul  to  come  down  ;  and  our  part 
shall  be  to  deliver  him  into  the  king's  hand.  And  Saul  said. 
Blessed  he  ye  of  Gnd ;  for  ye  have  compassion  on  me.  Go, 
I  pray  you,  give  good  heed,  and  find  out  quickly  where 
his  haunt  is  :  for  it  is  told  mc  that  he  dealeth  very  subtitly. 
See  therefore,  and  take  knowledge  of  all  the  lurking  places 
where  he  hideth  himself,  and  bring  me  certain  news,  and 
I  will  go  with  you  :  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  if  he  be  in 
the  land,  that  I  will  search  him  out  among  all  the  thousands 
of  Jutlah.  And  they  arose,  and  went  to  Ziph  before  Saul. 
But  David  arul  bis  men  were  in  the  wilderness  of  Maon. 
So  Saul  and  his  men  went  to  seek  him.  And  they  told 
David :  wherefore  he  cnuie  down  to  the  rock,  which  is  in 
the  wilderness  of  Maon.  And  when  Saul  heard  that,  be 
pursued  after  David  in  the  wililerncsa  of  Maon.  And 
Saul  and  his  men  went  on  this  side  of  the  mountain,  and 
David  and  his  men  on  that  side  of  the  mountain  :  and  David 
made  haste  to  get  away  for  fear  of  Saul ;  for  Saul  and  his 
men  were  trying  to  surround  David  and  his  men  to  take 
tbem.  But  there  came  a  messenger  unto  Saul,  saying, 
Haste  thee,  and  come;  for  the  Philistines  have  invaded  the 
land.  So  Saul  returned  from  pursuing  after  David,  and 
went  against  the  Philistines :  therefore  they  called  that  place 
the  Rock  of  Divisions.  And  David  went  up  from  thence, 
and  dwelt  in  the  stiong  holds  of  Eu-gedi. 
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And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Saul  was  returned 
following  the  Philistines,  that  it  was  told  1 
Btrhokl,  David  is  in  the  wilderness  of  Kn-gedi. 
took  three  thousand  chosen  men  out  of  all  Isniel^  and  went 
to  seek  David  and  his  men  upon  tlie  rocks  of  the  wild  goats. 
And  he  came  to  the  sheepicotca  by  the  w'ay,  where  was 
a  cave ;  and  Saul  went  into  the  cave.  Now  David  and  his 
men  were  sitting  down  in  the  recesseR  of  the  cave.  And  the 
men  of  David  said  unto  him,  Behold,  the  day  on  which  God 
snith  unto  thee,  I  delii'er  Uiine  enemy  into  thine  hand,  that 
thou  nmyest  do  unto  him  as  it  ahalt  seem  good  unto  thee. 
But  David  said  unto  his  men,  God  forbid  that  I  should  do 
this  thing  unto  my  lord,  to  stretch  forth  my  hand  against 
him,  seeing  he  is  God's  anointed.  So  David  restrained  hia 
men  with  these  words,  and  suffered  tiiem  not  to  rise  against 
Saul,  Thtn  Dai-id  arose,  and  cut  off  the  edge  of  Saul's 
mantle  privily.  And  it  came  tfl  pass  afterward  that.  David's 
heart  smote  him,  because  he  had  cut  off  the  edge  of  Saul's 
mantle. 

And  Saul  rose  up  out  of  the  cave,  and  went  on  his  way. 
David  also  arose  afterwartl,  and  went  out  of  the  cave,  and 
cried  after  Saul,  saying.  My  lord  the  king.  And  when  Saul 
looked  behind  him,  David  stooped  with  Ids  face  to  the  earth, 
and  bowed  himself.  And  David  said  to  Saul,  Wherefore 
liearest  thou  men's  words,  saying,  Behold,  David  seeketh 
thy  hurt  ?  Behold,  tliis  day  thine  eyes  have  seen  how  that 
God  had  delivered  tiiee  to-day  into  mine  hand  in  the  cave : 
and  some  bade  me  kill  thee :  but  I  spared  thee ;  and  I  said, 
I  will  not  put  forth  mine  hand  against  my  lord ;  for  he 
is  God's  anointed.  Moreover,  mv  father,  see,  yea,  see 
the  edge  of  thy  mantle  in  my  hand :  for  in  that  I  cut  off 
the  edge  of  thy  mantle,  and  killed  thee  not,  know  thou 
and  see  that  there  is  neither  e^'il  nor  transgression  in  mine 
hand,  and  I  have  not  sinned  ugiunst  thee;  yet  thuu  liuntest 
my  soul  to  take  it.  God  shall  judge  between  me  and  thee, 
and  God  shall  avenge  me  of  thee :  but  mine  hand  shall 
not  be  upon  tliee.  As  saith  the  proverb  of  the  ancients, 
From  the  wicked  cometh  wickedness :  but  mine  hand  shall 
not  be  iipon  thee.  After  whom  is  the  king  of  Israel  come 
out?  after  whom  dost  thou  pursue?  after  a  dead  dog,  after 
a  flea.  God  therefore  be  judge  between  me  and  thee,  and 
secj  and  plead  my  cause^  and  deliver  me  out  of  thine  hand. 
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Ami  it  came  to  pass,  when  David  hnd  made  an  end  of 
Hpeiiking  these  words  uiitu  Suul,  tliat  Suul  sluI,  Is  this 
thy  voice,  uiy  son  David?  And  Saul  lifted  itp  liis  voice, 
and  wept.  And  lie  said  to  David,  Thou  art  more  rijjhteouB 
than  I :  for  thou  hast  rewardetl  me  good,  whereas  I  have 
rewarded  thee  evil.  And  tlioii  hust  increased  thy  kindly 
dealing  with  me  thia  day :  forasmuch  as  when  God  had 
delivered  me  into  thine  Inmd,  thou  killcdst  me  not.  For  if 
a  man  find  his  enemy,  will  he  let  hiiti  go  well  away  f  where- 
fore God  will  reward  thee  good  for  that  thou  hast  done  unto 
me  this  day.  And  now,  behold,  I  know  that  thou  shalt 
surely  be  king-,  and  that  the  kingdom  of  Israel  shall  he 
established  in  tliine  band.  Swear  now  therefore  unto  nic 
by  God,  that  thou  wilt  not  cut  off  my  seed  after  me,  and 
that  thou  wilt  not  destroy  my  name  out  of  my  father's 
house.  And  David  sware  unto  Saul.  And  Said  went 
home;  but  DaWd  and  biB  meu  gat  them  up  unto  the 
hold. 

§  9.  David's  character  was  very  mixed.     He  was  a  warrior  and 

chieftain  of  the  ancient  type,  fierce  and  cruel  iu  war  and  auger, 
but  yet  often  capable  of  noble  generosity  and  uiaguauinioua  for- 
bearance, pious  too  lifter  hitj  maimer,  wnrm  hcRrted  ajid  nmbitiuus, 
a  good  friend  and  a  keeu  hater,  a  reckless  eiuner  uud  a  eincere 
penitent. 

The  story  of  his  niHgiianimity  to  Saul  is  repeated  with  variationB 
by  a  later  writer.  But  it  is  obviously  oue  stoiy  wliich  got  told  ia 
difi'ereEit  ways.     Here  foUowe  the  eeooiid  version. 

And  the  Ziphites  came  unto  Saul  to  Gibeah,  saying, 
Doth  not  David  hide  himself  in  the  hill  of  Ilachilah,  which 
is  before  the  desert  ?  Then  Saul  arose,  and  went  down 
to  the  wilderness  of  Ziph,  having  three  thousand  chosen 
men  of  Israel  with  him,  to  seek  David  in  the  wUdtrneas 
of  Ziph,  And  Saul  pitched  in  the  hill  of  Hachilah,  which 
is  before  the  desert,  by  the  way.  But  David  abode  in  the 
wilderness,  and  he  saw  that  Saul  canie  after  him  into 
the  wilderness.  David  therefore  sent  out  spies,  and  heard 
where  Saul  was,  and  he  arose,  and  came  to  the  place  where 
Saul  had  pitched :  and  David  beheld  the  place  where  Saul 
lay,  and  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  the  captain  of  his  host ;  and 
Saul  lay  within  the  entrenchment,  and  the  people  pitched 
round   about   him.      Then    David   said    to   Ahimelech    the 
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Hittite,  and  to  Abishai  the  son  of  Zeniiah,  brother  to  Joab, 
saying',  Wlio  will  go  down  with  me  to  Saul  to  the  camp  ? 
And  Abishai  said,  I  will  go  down  with  thee. 

So  Diivid  and  Abishai  came  to  tlie  people  by  night:  and, 
beiioU],  Saul  lay  sleeping  within  the  entrenchtnent,  urul  his 
spear  stuck  in  the  ground  at  his  bolster;  and  Abiier  and  the 
people  lay  round  about  him.  Then  said  Abishai  to  David, 
God  hath  delivered  thine  enemy  into  tbiue  hand  this  day  : 
now  therefore  let  me  smite  him,  I  pray  thee,  with  t]ie  spear 
even  to  the  earth  at  once,  and  I  will  not  smite  him  the 
second  time.  And  David  said  to  Abishai,  Destmy  him  not: 
for  who  can  stretch  forth  his  hand  against  God's  anointed, 
and  be  guiltless  ?  As  God  Jivetli,  God  shall  smite  him ;  or 
his  day  shall  come  to  die ;  or  he  shall  descend  into  battle, 
and  perish.  God  forbid  that  I  should  put  forth  mine  hand 
against  his  anointed :  but  I  pray  thee,  tal<e  thuu  now  the 
spear  that  is  at  his  bolsterj  and  the  cruse  of  water,  and  let 
us  go.  So  David  took  the  spear  and  the  cruse  of  water 
from  Saul's  bolster;  and  they  gat  them  away,  and  no  man 
saw  it,  nor  knew  it,  neither  aivaked  :  i'ortlipy  were  all  asleep; 
because  a  deep  sleep  was  fallen  upon  them. 

Then  David  went  over  to  the  other  side,  and  stood  on 
the  top  of  the  mountain  afar  off ;  a  great  space  being 
between  tliem :  and  Da^id  cried  to  the  people,  and  to 
Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  saying,  Answerest  thou  not,  Abner? 
Then  Abner  answered  and  said,  Who  art  thou  that  eriest 
to  the  king  ?  And  David  said  to  Abner,  Art  not  thou 
a  valiant  man  ?  and  who  is  like  to  thee  in  Israel  ?  where- 
fore then  hast  thou  not  kept  watch  over  thy  lord  the 
king  ?  for  there  eame  one  of  the  people  in  to  destroy  the 
king  thy  lord.  This  thing  is  not  g^wd  that  thou  liast  done. 
As  God  liveth,  ye  are  wortliy  to  die,  because  ye  have  Tiot 
kept  watch  over  your  lord.  And  now,  see^  where  the  king's 
spcur  is,  and  the  cruse  of  water  that  was  at  his  bolster. 
And  Saul  knew  David's  voice,  and  said.  Is  this  thy  voice,  my 
son  David  ?  And  David  said.  It  is  my  voice,  my  lord, 
O  king.  Wherefore  doth  my  lord  pursue  after  his  servant  ? 
for  what  have  I  done  ?  or  what  evil  is  in  mine  hand  ?  Now 
therefore,  1  pray  thee,  let  my  lord  the  king  hear  the  words 
of  his  servant.  Let  not  my  blood  fall  to  the  earth :  for  the 
king  of  Israel  is  come  out  to  seek  my  life,  as  when  one 
dotli  hunt  a  partridge  in  the  mountains.     Then  said  Saul, 
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I  have  sinned  :  return,  my  son  Dand :  for  I  will  no  more 
do  thee  harm,  because  my  life  M'as  precious  in  thine  eyes 
this  day  :  behold,  I  havt-  played  the  fool,  and  have  erre<I 
excee<lingly.  And  Davjd  answered  and  said,  Bi'hold  the 
king's  spear  1  let  one  of  the  young  men  come  over  and 
fetch  it.  And  God  render  to  everj*  man  his  righteousness 
and  his  faithfulness:  for  God  delivered  thee  into  my  hand 
to-day,  but  I  would  not  stretch  forth  mine  hand  ugiiitist 
God's  anointed.  And,  behold,  as  thy  life  was  much  set 
by  tiiis  day  in  mine  eyes,  so  let  my  life  he  iimch  set  by 
iit  the  eyes  of  God,  and  let  him  deliver  me  out  of  all 
tribulation.  Then  Saul  said  to  David,  Blessed  be  thou, 
my  son  David  :  thou  shalt  both  do  great  things,  and  also 
shall  Btill  prevail.  So  David  went  his  way,  and  Saul  returned 
tu  his  place. 

§  ID.  AiiotSer  Btory  gives  UB  a  farther  insight  into  the  mixed 
character  uf  David,  easily  roused  to  auger  and  yet  ready  to  forgive. 
Kotc  tliat  the  word  nalal  in  Hebrew  meaiia  fully. 

Now  there  was  a  man  in  Maon,  whose  buainess  was  in 
Carincl;  and  the  man  was  very  rich,  and  he  had  three 
thousand  sheep,  and  a  thousand  goatJj :  and  he  was  shearing 
his  sheep  in  Curniel.  Now  the  name  of  the  man  was  Nabal ; 
and  the  name  of  his  wile  Abigail :  and  the  wonmn  waa 
of  good  undtTstanding,  and  of  a  beautiful  countenance:  hut 
the  man  wan  churlish  and  evil  in  his  doings.  And  David 
heaitl  in  the  wilderness  that  Nabal  did  shear  his  sheep. 
And  David  sent  ten  young  men,  and  David  said  unto  the 
young  men,  Get  you  up  to  C'armel,  and  go  to  Nabal,  and 
greet  him  in  my  name  :  and  thus  shall  ye  say  to  him.  Peace 
be  both  unto  thee,  and  peace  be  tx>  thine  house,  and  peace  be 
unto  all  that  thou  hast.  And  now  1  have  heard  that  thou 
art  shearing  :  thy  shepherds  who  were  with  us,  we  hurt 
them  nut,  neither  was  there  aught  misiiing  unto  them,  all 
the  while  tliey  were  in  Carmel.  Ask  thy  young  men.  and 
they  will  shew  thee :  wherei'ore  k-t  the  young  men  find 
favour  in  thine  eyes  ;  for  we  come  at  a  holiday  j  give,  I  pray 
thee,  whatsoever  cometh  to  thine  hand,  unto  thy  servants, 
and  to  thy  son  David.  And  when  David's  young  men  cauie, 
they  spake  to  Nabal  according  to  all  those  words  in  the  name 
of  David,  and  ceased.  And  Nabal  answered  David's  servants, 
and  said.  Who  is  David  ?  and  w^ho  is  the  son  oi"  Jesse  ?  there 
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!>(•  many  aenaiits  now  a  days  that  break  away  everj-  man 
fmni  luH  master.  Shall  1  then  take  my  bread,  and  my  wine, 
and  my  rteah  that  I  have  killed  for  my  shearers,  and  give 
it  unto  men  of  whom  I  know  not  whence  they  be  r  So 
David's  young  men  turned  on  their  way,  and  came  and 
told  hiui  all  these  sayings. 

And  David  said  unto  his  men,  Qiid  ye  on  every  man  hia 
sword.  And  they  girded  on  every  man  his  sword;  and 
David  also  E^ii'ded  nn  Ins  sword:  and  there  went  up  after 
David  about  four  hundred  men ;  and  two  hundred  alwde  by 
the  stuff.  But  one  of  the  young  men  told  Abigail,  NabaFs 
wife,  saying,  Behold,  David  sent  messengers  out  of  the 
wilderness  to  ealute  our  master ;  and  be  railed  at  them. 
But  the  men  were  very  good  unto  ua,  and  we  were  not 
mocked,  neither  missed  we  any  thing,  as  long  as  we 
were  conversant  with  them,  when  we  were  in  the  fields : 
they  were  a  wall  unto  us  both  by  night  and  by  day,  all 
the  while  we  were  with  them  keeping  the  sheep.  Now 
therefore  know  and  consider  what  thou  wilt  do ;  for  evil 
is  clctermined  against  our  master,  and  against  all  his  house  : 
for  he  is  such  a  churlish  man,  that  one  cannot  speak  to  him. 
Then  Abigail  made  baste,  and  took  two  hundred  loaves,  and 
two  skins  of  wine,  and  five  sheep  ready  dressed,  and  five 
measures  of  parched  corn,  and  an  hundred  clusters  of  raisins, 
and  two  hundred  cakes  of  figs,  and  laid  them  on  asses.  And 
she  said  unto  Iter  young  men,  Go  on  before  me ;  Ijeholdj 
I  come  after  you.     But  she  told  not  her  husband  fCibal. 

And  it  was  so,  as  she  rode  on  her  ass,  that  she  came  down 
by  the  covert  of  the  mountiiin,  and,  behold,  David  and  hia 
men  came  down  against  her ;  and  she  met  them.  Now 
David  had  said,  Surely  in  vain  have  I  kept  all  that  this 
fellow  hath  in  the  wilderness,  so  that  nothmg  was  missed 
of  all  that  pert-lined  uiito  him  :  and  he  hath  requited  me 
evil  for  good.  God  do  so  unto  David,  and  more  also,  if  i 
leave  oi  all  that  pertnin  to  him  by  the  morning  light  so  much 
as  one.  And  when  Abigail  saw  David,  she  hasted,  and 
lighted  oif  her  ass,  and  fell  before  David  on  her  face,  and 
bowed  herself  to  the  ground.  And  she  fell  at  his  feet,  and 
said.  Upon  me,  my  lord,  upon  nie  let  this  iniquity  be: 
and  let  thine  hundnmid,  I  pray  thee,  speak  in  thine  cai-s,  and 
hear  thou  the  words  of  thine  handmaid.  Let  not  my  lord, 
I  pray  thee,  regard  this  churlish  nianj  even  Nabal :  for  as 
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his  name  is,  so  is  he;  Nabal  is  his  name,  and  folly  is  with 
him :  but  1  thine  hiindmaid  saw  not  the  young  men  of  my 
lord,  whom  thou  didat  send.  Now  therefore,  my  lord,  as 
<jod  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  Ilveth,  seeing-  God  hath  with- 
hoklen  thee  from  hlood;f!^uiltinessj  ^nd  from  avenging  thj'self 
with  thine  own  hand,  now  tlierefoi'e  let  thine  enemies,  ftud 
they  that  seek  enl  to  my  lord,  be  as  Nabal.  And  now  this 
present  which  tliine  handmaid  hath  brought  unto  my  lord, 
let  it  even  Ik*  given  unto  the  young  men  that  follow  my 
lord.  I  pray  thee  forgive  the  trespass  of  thine  handmaid, 
and  if  any  man  rise  up  to  pursue  thee,  and  to  seek  thy 
soul,  may  the  soul  of  my  lord  he  bound  in  the  bundle  of 
life  with  the  Lord  thy  God ;  and  the  souls  of  thine  enemies, 
them  may  he  sling  out,  as  out  of  the  middle  of  a  sling. 
And  it  shall  come  to  p:iss,  when  God  shall  have  done  to 
my  lord  according  to  all  the  good  that  he  hath  spoken 
concerning  thee,  and  shall  have  appointed  thee  ruler  over 
Israel;  that  this  shall  be  no  grief  unto  tliee,  nor  offence 
of  heart  unto  my  lord,  either  that  thou  hast  shed  hlood 
causeless,  or  that  my  lord  hath  avenged  himself :  and  w'hcn 
God  shall  have  dealt  well  with  my  lord,  then  remember 
thine   handmaid. 

And  David  said  to  Abigail,  Blessed  be  the  God  of  Israel, 
who  sent  thee  this  day  to  meet  me :  and  blessed  he  thy 
advice,  and  blessed  be  thou,  who  hast  kept  nie  this  day 
from  bloodguiltiuess,  and  from  avenging  myself  with  mine 
owu  hand.  For  in  very  deed,  as  the  God  of  Israel  liveth, 
who  hath  kept  me  back  from  hurting  thee,  except  thou 
hadst  hasted  and  come  to  meet  nie,  surely  there  had  not 
been  left  unto  Nabal  by  the  morning  light  wj  much 
as  one.  So  David  received  of  her  hand  that  which  she 
had  brought  him  :  and  he  said  unto  her,  Go  up  in  peace 
to  thine  house ;  see,  I  have  hearkened  to  thy  voice,  and 
have  accepted  thy  person*  And  Abigail  came  to  Nahal; 
and,  behold,  he  held  a  feast  in  his  house,  like  the  feast 
of  a  king;  and  Nabal's  heart  was  merry  within  him,  for 
he  was  very  drunken :  wherefore  she  told  him  nothing, 
less  or  more,  mitill  the  morning  light.  And  it  came  to  pass 
in  the  morning,  when  the  wine  was  gone  out  of  Nabal,  and 
his  wife  told  him  these  thiiigR,  that  his  heart  died  within 
him,  and  he  became  as  a  stone.  And  it  came  to  pass  about 
ten  days  after,  that  he  died. 
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And  when  David  heard  that  Nabal  was  dead,  he  said, 
Blessed  be  God  thfit  hath  pleaded  the  cause  of  my  reproacli 
from  the  hand  of  Nabwl,  and  hiith  kept  back  his  servant  from 
evil :  for  God  hatli  returned  the  wickedness  of  Nabal  upon 
his.  own  head.  And  David  sent  and  8])ake  coiiceriiinj^  Abi- 
gail, to  take  her  to  him  to  wife.  And  when  the  servants  of 
David  were  conie  to  Abigail  to  Carmel,  they  spake  unto  her, 
saying,  David  Imth  sent  us  unto  thee,  to  take  thee  to  him  to 
wife.  And  she  arose,  and  bowed  herself  with  lier  face  to  the 
earth,  and  suit!.  Behold,  let  thine  handmaid  be  a  servant  to 
wash  the  feet  of  the  servants  of  my  lord.  And  Ahij^ail 
hasted,  and  arose,  and  rode  upon  an  ass,  with  five  damsels  of 
hers  that  attended  her;  and  she  went  after  the  messengers 
of  David,  and  became  his  wife. 

David  also  took  Ahinoam  of  Jezreel ;  and  they  were  also 
both  of  them  his  wives.  But  Saul  had  given  Michal  his 
daughter,  David's  wife,  to  Phaltiel  the  son  of  Laish,  who  was 
of  Galliiu. 

f  II.  At  last  David  felt  unable  to  maintain  his  pDsitiun.  He 
began  tu  fear  that  sooner  or  later  he  must  iuevitahly  full  iutu 
the  liwiLds  of  Saul  if  he  i-eiuaiDcd  oa  lanielite  or  Judaeaii  territory. 
So  he  determnitd  to  take  a  strange  and  deepemte  8te|i-  David, 
the  great  eoeiny  uf  tlie  Plirlistiiiea,  tool;  refuge  on  Pliilistiiie  soil ! 
liike  Them lbI tick's,  the  great  Atheiiiau,  who  fled  to  hisi  lifeloug 
enemy,  the  Kiiifi:  of  PeisLii,  so  David  fled  to  Achiali,  the  l^liilistiue 
King  of  Gath, 

And  David  said  in  his  heart,  I  shall  now  perish  one  day  by 
the  hand  of  Saul :  there  ia  nothing-  better  for  me  than  that 
1  should  escape  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines;  and  Saul 
shall  dcspah-  of  me,  tu  seek  nic  any  more  in  all  Israel :  so 
sliali  I  escape  out  of  his  hand.  And  David  arose,  and  passed 
over  with  the  six  hundred  men  that  were  with  Idm,  unto  Achish 
the  son  of  Maoch,  king  of  Gath.  And  David  dwelt  with 
Achish  at  Gath,  he  and  his  men,  every  man  with  his  house- 
hoUL  And  it  was  told  Saul  that  David  was  fled  to  Gath : 
and  he  sought  Jio  more  again  for  hiiu. 

And  David  said  unto  Achish,  If  now  I  have  found  grace 
in  thine  eyes,  let  them  give  me  a  place  in  some  t<jwn  in  the 
country,  that  1  nmy  dwell  there:  for  why  shoidd  thy  servant 
dwell  in  the  royal  city  with  thee  ?     Then  Achish  gave  him 


DAVID    AMONG    THE    PIIIMSTINES 


217 


Zikldg  that  tlay  :  wherefore  Ziklug  pertaiiioth  unto  the  kiugs 
of  .Tudah  unto  this  diiy. 

Ami  the  time  that  David  dwelt  in  the  country  of  the 
Philistines  was  a  full  year  and  four  months. 

Id  trath  it  was  a  desperate  aod  dangerous  game  which  David 
attempted  to  play.  lie  did  nut  intend  tu  tight  (as  Acliish 
douhtlcBs  believed  tlmt  lie  would)  ugainst  his  own  countrymeii. 
From  Ziklog  he  lunde  marauding  expeditions  not  against  Jiidiih, 
aa  he  pieteuded,  hut  agaiuKt  the  iioiitad  Arah.an  tribeii  of  the 
south. 

And  David  and  his  men  wentnp,and  invaded  the  Geshurites, 
and  the  Girzitts,  und  the  Atnalekili.-s  :  fur  those  nuttons  were 
the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  from  Tehini  as  thou  goest  to  Shur, 
even  unto  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  when  David  made  a  raid, 
he  saved  neither  man  nor  M-oman  aliv-e,  and  took  away  the 
sheep,  and  the  oxen,  and  the  asses,  and  the  camels,  and  the 
apparel ;  and  he  returned,  and  came  to  Achish.  And  Acliish 
Biiid,  Whither  have  ye  made  11  raid  tfl-day  ?  And  David  said, 
Against  the  South  of  Judah,  and  against  the  Soutli  of  the 
Jerahnif elites,  and  yguinst  the  South  of  tlie  Kenites.  And 
David  saved  neither  man  nor  woman  alive,  to  bring  to  Gath, 
saying^.  Lest  they  should  tell  on  us,  saying,  So  did  David,  and 
Buch  was  his  mariner  all  the  while  he  dwelt  in  the  country  of 
the  Philistines.  And  Achisli  believed  David,  saying,  He  hath 
made  his  people  Israel  utterly  to  abhor  him  j  therefore  he 
shall  be  my  servant  for  ever, 

§  12.  Eraboldeueii  by  David'a  prcFence  and  aid,  the  Philistines 
determined  to  make  one  more  great  effort  against  I^raol. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  the  Philistines  gathered  their  hosts 
together  for  warfare  to  fight  with  Israel.  And  Achiah  said 
unto  David,  Know  thoTi  assuredly  that  thou  must  go  out  with 
me  to  battle,  tbou  and  thy  men.  And  David  answered,  It  is 
well :  now  shall  thou  see  what  thy  servant  can  do.  And 
Achish  said  unto  David,  I  will  make  thee  the  keeper  of  my 
head  for  the  whole  time. 

Now  the  Philistines  gutbcred  together  all  then-  hosts  to 
Aphek  :  and  the  Israelites  pitched  by  the  fountain  which  is 
in  Jezreel.     And  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  passed  on  by 
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hundreds,  and  by  thousands:  and  David  and  his  men  passed 
on  in  the  rearwartl,  with  Achish.  Then  said  the  princes  of 
the  Philistines,  What  do  these  Hebrews  here?  And  Achish 
said  untfl  the  pnnces  of  the  PhiJistijiies..  Thi&  is  David,  the 
servant  of  Saul  the  kinj^  of  Israel,  who  hath  been  with  me 
these  two  years,  luad  1  have  found  no  fault  in  him  since  he 
deserted  unto  me  unto  this  day?  But  the  princes  of  the 
Philistines  were  wroth  with  him ;  and  the  princes  of  tlie 
Philistines  said  unto  him.  Make  tliis  fellow  i-eturn,  that  he 
may  j^o  again  to  his  place  where  thou  haat  appointed  him, 
and  let  liini  nut  go  down  with  us  to  battle,  lest  in  tlie  battle 
he  Ix"  an  adversary  to  us :  for  wherewith  should  he  reconcile 
IiiniHclf  better  unto  his  master  than  with  the  heads  of  these 
our  men  ?  Is  not  this  David,  of  whom  they  sang  one  to 
another  in  dances,  sayinj^, 

Saul  hath  slain  his  thousands, 

And  David  his  ten  thousands? 
Then  Achish  called  David,  and  said  unto  him,  As  God  liveth, 
tht)u  hj*st  been  upright,  and  thy  going  out  and  tliy  coming  in 
with  me  in  the  host  is  good  in  my  sight :  for  I  have  not  found 
evil  in  thee  since  the  day  of  thy  coming  unto  me  unto  this 
day  :  nevertheless  the  lords  favour  thee  not.  Wherefore  now 
return,  and  go  in  peace,  that  thou  displease  not  the  lords  of 
the  Philistines.  And  David  said  unto  Aehiah,  But  what  have 
1  done  ?  and  what  hast  thou  found  in  thy  servant  so  long  as 
I  have  lieen  with  thee  unto  this  day,  that  I  may  not  go 
fight  against  the  enemies  of  my  lord  the  king  ?  And  Achish 
answered  and  said  to  Datid,  1  know  that  thou  art  good  in 
my  sight,  as  an  angel  of  God :  notwithstanding  the  princes 
of  the  Philistines  have  said,  lie  shall  not  go  up  with  us  to 
the  battle.  Wherefore  now  rise  up  early  in  the  morning  with 
thy  master's  servants  that  are  come  with  thee :  and  return  to 
the  place  which  I  have  appointed  for  thee,  and  think  no  evil 
of  me  in  thy  heart,  for  thou  art  good  in  my  sight:  rise  up 
therefore  early  in  the  morning,  that,  as  soon  as  it  is  light,  ye 
may  depart.  So  David  rose  up  early,  he  and  hia  men,  to 
depart  in  the  morning,  Ui  return  in  the  land  of  the  Philistines. 
And  the  Philistines  went  up  to  Jezreel. 


Whether  David  meant  to  act  as  the  PhiliBtine  princes  suspected, 
we  cannot  tell.  He  must  anyway,  in  spite  of  hia  lieceptive  words 
to  Achish  (who  makes  a  favourable  iiuprf^ssion  upon  us),  have  hecu 
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p1n<1  of  tlie  op|>oi-tunity  fbr  eacapB.     He  returned  aooordingly  to 

Ziklag. 

But  the  PbitistlneR  Tnamlipf]  into  the  valley  of  Jezreel.  and 
pitched  their  camp  at  a  place  called  Sbuiieni,  and  over  agaiiiat 
them  tu  her  their  way  lay  the  host  of  Saul  at  Gilboa.  Th'S 
Philistiiii's  had,  I  suppose,  mariihed  along  the  coast  northwards, 
and  then  tamed  inland  to  the  valley  of  Je^reel.  Look  at  the  place 
ou  a  good  map. 

§  13.  Meanwhile  the  weary  and  trouble-stricken  Kingf  of  Israel 
vas  eicli  at  heurt,  for  sore  disaster  seemed  imminent.  Before 
the  decisive  battle  was  fought  he  Bought  strange  help.  While 
he  was  still  friendly  with  Samuel,  we  are  told  that,  at  Samuel's 
auLijiestion,  lie  had  forhiddcn  all  sorcery  nnd  witchcmft  aud  all 
attempted  foretelling'  of  the  future  by  mtigic  Bpella  and  incanta- 
tions and  faiiiitiar  spirits  aud  invocations  of  the  dead.  [The  cjisting 
of  the  lot  was  not  forbidden ;  it  was  indeed  regularly  used  by  th« 
priests  of  the  period  and  hy  Saiuuel  hiuiself.  But  llien  it  was 
supposed  that  thiR  lot  wae  guided  by  and  indicaterE  the  vnW  of 
God.  After  David's  time  it  is,  however,  pleasant  to  find  that  ilia 
use  of  the  lot  dies  away.]  Now  Saul  iu  bis  desperation  and  hia 
melancholy  turned  in  the  hour  of  glootn  and  diMister  to  the  very 
practi'Ces  he  had  himself  furbidden.  Samuel  was  long  since  dead: 
wiiuld  hie  spirit  tjike  pity  upon  the  forlorn  king)  This  is  the 
weird  story,  of  which  how  much  is  true  and  how  much  legendary 
UD  uiaii  can  i$ay. 

Now  when  Saul  saw  the  host  of  the  Philistines,  he  was 
afnitd  aiid  his  heart  treinhted  greatly.  And  he  sought 
counsel  oE  God,  but  God  ajisvvcred  him  not  whetljcr  by 
drejiins  or  by  prophets.  Then  said  Saul  unto  hia  acrvanta. 
Seek  nie  a  woman  that  hath  a  familiar  spirit,  that  I  may  go 
to  her,  and  inquire  of  her.  And  his  servants  said  to  him, 
Behokl,  there  m  11  woman  that  hath  a  familiar  spirit  at 
En-dor.  And  Saul  disguised  himself,  and  put  on  other 
raiment,  and  went,  he  and  two  men  with  him,  and  they 
came  t«  the  woman  by  night :  and  he  said,  1  pray  thee, 
divine  unto  me  by  the  familiar  spirit,  and  bring  me  him  up 
whom  I  shall  name  unto  thee.  And  the  woman  said  unto 
him,  Behold,  thou  knowest  what  Saul  hath  done,  bow  he 
hath  cut  oS  those  that  have  familiar  spirita,  and  the  wizards, 
out  of  the  lKT]d :  wherefore  then  layest  thou  a  snare  for  my 
life,  to  cause  me  to  die  ?  And  Savd  sware  to  her,  saying.  As 
God  liveth,  there  shall  no  punishment  happen  to  thee  for  this 
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thing.     Then  said  the  woman.  Whom  shall  I  bring  up  unto 
thee }      And  he  said.  Bring  me  up  Samuel. 

And  when  the  wtmian  saw  Samuelj  she  cried  with  a.  loud 
>x>ice :  and  the  woman  spake  to  Saul,  saying.  Why  hast  thou 
deceived  me  r  fur  thou  art  Saul.  And  the  king  said  unto  her. 
Be  not  afraid:  what  seest  thou?  And  the  woman  said  unto 
Saul,  I  see  a  spirit  coming  up  out  of  the  earth.  And  he  said 
unto  her.  What  form  is  he  of?  Antl  she  said.  An  old  man 
Cometh  \ip;  and  he  is  covered  with  a  itiantle.  And  Saul  per- 
ceived that  it  was  Sanmel,  and  he  stoopeti  with  his  face  to 
the  ground,  and  bowed  hiinaelf.  And  Samuel  said  to  Saul, 
Wliy  bast  thou  disquieted  nie,  to  brini^  mo  up?  And  Saul 
answered,  I  am  sore  distressed;  for  the  Philistines  make  war 
against  me,  and  God  is  departed  from  me,  and  aiiswcreth  me 
no  more,  neither  by  prophets,  nor  by  dreams :  therefore  I 
have  called  tliee,  that  thou  mayest  make  known  unto  me 
what  I  shall  do.  And  Samuel  said,  W^le^efore  then  dost 
thou  ask  of  me,  seeinjy  that  God  is  departed  from  thee,  and 
is  become  thine  enemy  ?  To-morrow  slialt  thou  fall  together 
ivith  thy  sons;  and  1  will  deliver  the  boat  of  Israel  into  the 
hand  of  the  Philistines.  Then  Saul  fell  in  agony  his  full 
length  upon  the  earth,  and  was  sore  afraid,  because  of  the 
words  of  Samuel :  and  there  was  no  strength  in  him  ;  for  he 
had  eaten  no  food  all  the  day,  nor  all  the  night.  And  the 
woman  came  unto  Saul,  and  saw  that  he  was  sore  ti-oubleti, 
and  said  unto  him,  Behold,  thine  handmaid  hath  obeyed  tliy 
voice,  and  1  have  put  my  life  iti  my  hand,  and  have  hearkened 
unto  thy  words  whieh  thou  spakest  unto  me.  Now  therefore, 
I  pray  thee,  hearken  tliou  also  unto  the  voice  of  thine  hand- 
maid, and  let  me  set  a  morsel  of  bread  before  thee;  and  eat, 
that  thou  mayest  have  strength,  when  thou  goest  on  thy  way. 
But  he  refused,  and  said,  I  will  not  eat.  But  his  servants, 
trOgetlier  with  the  woman,  constrained  him  :  and  he  hearkened 
unto  their  voice.  So  he  arose  fi-oni  the  eai-tl],  and  sat  upon 
the  bed.  And  the  woman  had  a.  fatted  calf  in  the  house ; 
ttud  she  hasted,  and  killed  it ;  and  she  took  flour,  and  kneaded 
it,  and  did  bake  iiuleavenetl  bread  thereof:  and  she  brought 
it  before  Saul,  and  before  his  servants;  and  they  did  eat. 
Tiien  they  rose  up,  and  went  away  that  lught. 


§  14.  Now  follows  the  moumful  sUjry  ff  the  lijraeUte  defwt, 
and  of  the  death  of  Haul  and  of  Joualhju]. 


THE    DEATH    OF    SAUL 
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So  the  Philistines  fought  agaiiiBt  Israel :  and  the  men  of 
Israel  fled  from  Iwfore  the  Phihstities,  nnrl  their  slain  lay 
around  on  mount  Gilhon,.  And  the  Philistines  followed  hard 
upon  Saul  nnd  upon  his  sons;  and  the  Philistines  sIcm' 
Jonathan,  and  Ahinadah,  and  Malchishua,  the  sous  of  Saul. 
And  the  battle  went  sore  against  Saul,  and  the  ari'here  found 
him ;  and  he  trend)led  sore  because  of  the  archers.  Then 
said  Saul,  to  his  arm  our  bearer,  Draw  thy  sivordj  and  thrust 
tnc  tlirout[h  therewitii ;  lest  the  Philistines  con\e  and  abuse 
nie.  But  his  armoiirbearcr  M-oultl  not;  for  he  was  sore 
afraid.  Therefore  Saul  took  his  sword,  arid  fell  ui«ni  it. 
And  u'hen  his  annourlwarer  saw  that  Saul  was  dead,  he 
likewise  fell  upon  his  swonl,  and  died  with  hiui.  So  Saul 
died,  and  his  three  sons,  and  his  annourbearer,  that  same 
day  tojjcther.  And  when  the  men  of  Israel  that  wert;  on  the 
other  side  of  the  valley,  saw  tliat  the  host  of  Israel  had  tied, 
and  that  Saul  and  Ins  w>?ir  wvjt  dead,  they  forsook  their 
cities,  and  fled;  and  the  Philistines  came  and  dwelt  in  them. 

And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  when  the  Philistines 
came  to  strip  the  slain,  that  they  found  Saul  and  his  three 
sons  fallen  in  mount  Gilboa.  And  they  cut  off  his  liead, 
and  stripped  off  his  armour,  and  sent  int^  the  land  of  the 
Philistines  round  about,  to  announce  it  unto  their  idols,  and 
to  the  people.  And  they  put  his  armour  in  the  house  of 
Ashtoreth :  and  they  exposed  his  body  on  the  wall  of  Beth- 
shan.  But  when  the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh-gilead  heard  of 
that  which  the  Philistines  had  done  to  Saul,  all  the  valiant 
men  arfjse,  and  went  all  ni^ht,  and  took  the  body  of  Saul 
and  the  bodies  of  his  sona  from  the  wall  of  Beth-shan ;  and 
they  came  to  Jabcsh.  and  burnt  them  there.  And  they  tiHjk 
their  bones,  and  buried  them  ojider  the  tamarisk  tree  in  Jabesh, 
and  fasted  Be\'en  {lays. 

So  Saul  died  a  liero's  death,  like  sorae  valiant  Roman,  nor  would 
his  ftiithfill  arniriurlioarer  survive  him.  It  is  pleaSiillt  to  road  how 
the  men  of  JabesEi  showptt  their  gratitude  to  Sawl  who  had  brought 
thoni  aid  a^'ain^t  the  Auimmiites.  Their  gratitude  TO&e  fiiiperior 
to  the  risk  they  run,  uiid  uvercame  it. 

I  15.  Mi^aiiwhile  David  had  returned  to  Ziilag.  But  a  moamfol 
spectaele  awaited  him  there. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  David  and  his  men  were  come 
to  Ziklog  on  the  third  day,  that  the  Amalelfites  had  invaded 
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the  South,  and  smitten  Ziklag,  anil  burned  it  with  fire ;  mid 
had  tfiken  captive  the  women  and  all  that  were  therein,  hoth 
small  and  ^eat :  they  slew  not  any,  but  carried  them  off, 
and  went  their  way.  So  David  and  his  men  came  to  the 
city,  and,  behold,  it  wiis  burned  with  fire ;  and  their  wives,  and 
their  sons,  and  their  daughters,  were  taken  eaplives.  Then 
David  and  the  people  that  were  witli  hini  hfte<i  up  their  voice 
and  wept,  until  they  had  no  more  power  to  weep.  And 
David's  two  wives  were  taken  captives,  Ahinoam  the  Jez- 
reelitesa,  and  Abigail  the  wife  of  NabiU  the  Carmelite.  And 
David  was  greatly  distressed  ;  for  the  people  spake  of  stcniing 
hin^  because  the  aoul  of  all  the  people  was  grieved,  every 
man  for  his  sons  and  for  his  daughters :  but  David  en- 
couraged himself  in  the  Lord  his  God.  And  he  arose,  he 
and  the  six  hundred  men  that  were  with  him,  and  came 
to  the  brook  Besor.  But  David  pursued,  he  and  four 
hundred  men  :  for  two  hundred  stayed  behind,  who  were  so 
faint  that  they  could  not  go  over  the  brook  Besor. 

And  they  found  an  Egyptian  in  the  field,  and  brought  him  to 
David,  and  gave  him  bread,  and  he  did  eat;  and  they  gave  him 
water  to  drink ;  and  they  gave  him  a  piece  of  a  cake  of  figs, 
and  two  clusters  of  rai&ins  ;  and  when  lie  had  eaten,  bis  spirit 
came  again  to  him :  for  he  had  eaten  no  bread,  nor  drutik 
anywater,  three  days  and  three  nights.  And  David  said 
unto  him.  To  whom  bclongest  thou?  and  whence  art  thou  ? 
And  he  said,  1  am  a  youiig  man  of  Kgypt,  servant  to  an 
Amalckitc ;  and  my  master  left  me,  because  three  days  agone 
I  fell  sick.  We  made  an  invasion  into  tlie  soutii  country 
of  the  Cherethites,  and  into  that  which  belongeth  to  Judah, 
and  we  burned  Ziklag  with  fire.  And  David  said  to  him, 
Canst  tl]OU  bring  me  down  to  this  troop  ?  And  he  said. 
Swear  unto  me  by  God,  that  tliou  wilt  neither  kill  lue,  nor 
deliver  nie  up  into  the  bands  of  my  master,  and  1  will  bring 
thee  down  to  this  troop. 

And  when  he  had  brought  him  down,  behold  they  were 
spread  abroad,  eating  and  drinking,  and  dancing,  because  of 
iiU  the  great  spoil  tliat  they  had  taken  out  of  the  land  of  the 
PbilistineB,  and  out  of  the  land  of  Judah.  And  David  smote 
them  from  the  twilight  even  unto  the  evening  of  tlie  next 
day :  and  there  escaped  not  a  man  of  them,  save  four  hundred 
young  men,  who  rode  upon  camels  and  fled.  And  David 
recovered  all-  that  the  Auialekitcs  had  carried  away:    and 
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Daniel  rescued  his  two  wives.  And  there  waa  nothing  lack- 
ing to  tliein,  neither  sinall  nor  great,  neither  sons  nor 
diiughterB,  neither  spoil,  nor  any  thing  thiit  tltey  had  taken 
to  them  :  David  recovered  all.  .\jid  they  took  all  the  flocks 
and  the  herds,  and  drave  them  before  David,  and  they  said. 
This  is  David's  spoiJ. 

And  David  caiue  to  the  two  hundred  men,  who  were  so 
faint  that  they  oould  not  follow  David,  whom  also  they 
had  made  to  abide  at  the  hnnAi  Besor :  and  they  went  forth 
to  meet  David,  and  to  meet  the  people  that  were  with  him : 
and  when  David  came  near  with  his  men,  they  saluted 
them.  Then  said  all  the  churlish  men  of  those  that  went 
with  David,  Because  they  went  not  with  us,  we  will  not 
give  them  aught  of  the  spoil  that  we  have  recovered,  save 
to  every  man  his  wife  and  his  children,  that  they  may  lead 
them  away,  and  depart.  Then  said  David,  Ye  shall  not  do 
so,  my  brethren,  with  that  which  God  hath  given  unto  us, 
who  hath  preserved  us,  and  delivered  the  troop  that  came 
against  us  into  our  hand.  For  who  will  hearken  unto  you 
in  thiB  matter?  but  as  his  share  is  that  goeth  down  to  the 
battle,  so  shall  his  share  be  that  tarrieth  by  the  stuff :  they 
shall  share  alike.  And  it  was  so  from  that  day  forward,  that 
he  made  it  a  statute  and  an  ordinance  for  Israel,  unto  this 
day. 

And  when  David  came  to  Ziklag,  he  sent  of  the  spoil  unto 
the  elders  of  Juduh,  even  to  his  friends,  saying,  Behold  a 
present  for  you  of  the  spoil  of  the  enemies  of  God ;  also  to 
them  who  were  in  Bcthul,  and  to  them  who  were  in  Ramoth 
of  the  south,  and  to  them  who  were  in  Jattir,  and  to  them 
who  were  in  Ararah,  and  to  them  who  were  in  Siphnioth,  and 
to  them  who  were  in  E&htemoa,  and  to  them  who  were  in 
Carmcl,  and  to  them  who  were  in  the  cities  of  the  Jcnihnicel- 
itea,  and  to  them  who  were  in  the  cities  of  the  Kenites,  and 
to  them  wljo  were  in  Hormah^  and  to  them  who  were  in 
Boi-Ashan,  and  to  them  who  were  in  Athach,  and  to  them 
who  were  in  Hebron,  and  to  all  the  places  where  David  him- 
self and  his  meu  were  wont  to  haunt. 


§  16.  It  was  not  ]f>ng  WtWrft  the  news  of  Smil's  deafli  and 
Jouathflii's  reached  the  curs  of  David.  The  narriitiv«  how  David 
was  told  Pferae  made  up  of  two  st-onea,  of  ivhich  the  first  probably 
followed  the  older  ami  (I  shoultt  imagine)  truer  tradition  that  &aul 
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died  by  his  own  hand.  wTiile  the  second  followed  a  later  tradition 
according  to  which  Saul  wilb  kiUcd  by  aa  AmalekJtc. 

And  it  carae  to  pass  after  the  death  of  Siiul,  when  David 
was  returned  from  the  slaughter  of  the  Amalekites,  and 
David  had  abodp  two  days  in  Ziklag;  it  came  even  to  pass 
on  the  third  day,  thatj  behold,  a  man  came  out  of  the  camp 
from  Saul  with  his  clothes  rent,  and  earth  upon  his  head : 
and  so  it  wjls,  wheji  he  came  to  David,  that  he  fell  to  the 
eartlij  and  did  obeisance.  Aud  David  said  unto  him,  Froiu. 
whence  comeat  thou?  And  he  said  utito  hinij  Out  of  the 
camp  of  Israel  am  I  escaped.  Aud  David  said  unto  him, 
How  went  the  matter  ?  I  pray  thee,  tell  nie.  And  he 
answered.  The  people  are  fled  from  the  buttle,  and  many  of 
the  people  also  are  fallen  aud  dead ;  and  Saul  and  Jonathan 
his  son  are  dead  also. 

Here  yea  see  the  news  is  borne  hy  '  a  man '  (in  Helirew  Tsh)  and 
probably  an  Israelite.  But  at  \h\a  point  tbiit  uarrative  is  broken 
off,  and  its  place  is  taken  by  the  oihvT  niirrative  whicb  fullowed  tbo 
later  tradition.  In  it  Ihe  news  was  bi-ouglit  by  a  'young  man,' 
(in  Hebrew  AVar),  the  veiy  Amalekite  by  whom  Saul  was  Blnin. 
Ignorant  of  the  noUe  olementB  in  David'ft  character,  he  nishly 
believed  that  news,  evil  to  the  friends  of  Saul,  would  Im  Ut 
David  gtx)d  news  and  pleasant.  He  bo|je3  for  rewHid,  and  he 
gets  a  reward,  hut  it  ia  difterent  from  what  he  had  expected. 
If  is  iileo  passible  that  the  whole  story  was  iiiveuted  hy  the 
Aamlfekit«  for  t)ie  sake  of  the  reward  which  he  htid  hoped  to  obtain, 
and  in  tb&t  ea&c  it  may  bu  that  the  manner  of  Saul'a  death  was  the 
same  in  both  versioiiH. 

And  David  said  to  the  younj(  man  that  told  him.  How 
knoMTst  thou  that  Saul  and  Jonathan  his  son  be  dead? 
And  the  young  man  that  told  him  said,  1  happened  by 
chance  to  be  upon  mount  Gilbu»  and,  beliohl,  Saul  leaned 
upon  his  spcnr ;  and,  lo,  the  chariots  and  horsemen  followed 
hard  after  him.  And  when  he  looked  behind  him,  he  saw 
me,  luid  calk-d  unto  me.  And  I  auswered.  Here  am  1, 
Aud  he  said  unto  me.  Who  art  thou  ?  And  I  answered  him, 
I  am  an  Amalekite.  And  he  said  unto  inCj  Stand,  I  pray 
thee,  beside  me,  and  slay  me,  for  g'iddinesa  hath  taken  hold 
of  me ;  because  my  life  is  yet  whole  in  me.  So  I  stood 
beaide  him,  and  slew  him,  because  I  was  sure  that  he  could 
not  live  after  that  he  was  fallen  :  and  I  took  the  crown  that 
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wuK  upnn  hia  head,  and  the  bracelet  that  was  ou  bis  umi,  and 
hiive  broug'lit  tliein  hitlier  unto  my  lurd. 

And  Dut'id  snid  unto  the  younjj  man  that  told  him,  Whence 
art  tlioii  ?  And  he  answered,  I  am  the  son  of  a  stranger,  an 
Aiimlekitc.  And  David  said  unto  him,  How  wast  thou  not 
afraid  to  put  forth  thine  liand  to  destroy  God's  anointed  ? 
And  Daviii  called  one  of  the  young  men,  and  said.  Go  near, 
and  fnl!  upon  him.  And  he  stnote  him  that  he  died.  And 
David  said  unto  him,  Tliy  blood  be  upon  thy  head  ;  for  thy 
mouth  hath  testified  against  thee,  saying,  1  have  slain  God's 
anointed. 

Then  David  took  hold  on  his  clothes,  and  rent  tliem ;  and 
likewise  all  the  men  that  were  ^rith  him  :  and  they  mourned, 
and  vrcpt,  toul  faalcd  until  even,  for  Saul,  and  for  Jonathan 
his  son,  and  For  the  house  of  Israel;  because  they  were  fallen 
by  the  sword. 

And  David  composed  this  lamentation  over  Saul  and  over 
Jouathan  his  son  :  and  he  bade  them  teach  it  to  the  children 
of  Jiidah. 

Thy  beauty,  O  Israel,  is  slain  upon  thy  hig-h  places ! 

How  are  tiie  init(hty  fallen  ! 

Tell  it  not  in  Gath, 

Publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Ashkelon  ; 

Lest  the  ditufihtcra  of  the  Philistines  rejoice. 

Lest  tlie  daugliters  of  the  foreigner  triumph. 

Ye  mountiiins  of  Gilboa, 

Let  there  he  no  dew  nor  rain  upon  you : 

For  there  the  shield  of  the  (nighty  was  'i-ilely  cast  avniy. 

The  shieltl  of  Saul,  not  anointed  with  oil. 

From  the  blood  of  the  alaiii,  from  the  fat  of  the  mighty. 

The  bow  of  .Jonathan  turned  not  back, 

And  the  sword  of  Saul  returned  not  empty. 

Saul  and  Jonathan  were  lovely  and  pleasant  in  their  lives, 

And  in  their  death  they  were  not  divided ; 

They  were  swifter  than  eagles, 

They  were  stronger  than  b4jnH. 

Ye  daughters  of  Israel,  weep  over  Saul, 

Who  clothed  you  in  scarlet  and  deliglits, 

Who  put  ornaments  of  gold  upon  your  apparel. 

How  are  the  mighty  fallen  in  the  midst  of  the  buttle  ! 

Jonathan  is  sLain  uihhi  thy  high  places. 

I  am  distressed  for  thee,  my  brother  Jonathan  : 
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Very  pleasant  hast  thou  been  unto  me  : 

Thy  lave  to  uic  wsis  wondt.'ri'ul, 

Piissin^  the  love  of  women. 

How  are  the  mighty  fallen, 

And  the  weupous  of  war  perished ! 

Tliere  is  no  reason  why  we  inny  not  helleve  that  iii  tliia  beautiful 
ftiuj  manly  elegy  we  have  the  very  worrls  tif  the  waiTtor-poet  before 
us,  written  some  2,912  years  ago.  There  were  grand  eleniente  of 
nobility  anil  tenderness  in  David'a  nature,  and  we  feel  that  the 
licroic  fi-ist  kiiifc  uf  Israel  (for  he  too,  with  all  hia  fiiuHa,  was  jtrt 
a  hero),  together  with  his  hrave  atid  graoiou&  fon,  has  received  fur 
all  time  a  worthy  luiiieutation  and  requiem  at  the  hand  of  the  uiau 
who^e  lifu  he  sou^^ht  so  keenly  and  uo  long. 
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§  t.  The  result  of  the  battle  of  Gilboa  was  tliat  Israel  became  fov 
a  time  once  more  a  vassal  of  t}ie  I'hilietintB.  Aimer,  Saul's  gcnoru!, 
fled  with  Eslibaal,  Saul't  aurviving  son,  ovt-r  Jordmi  to  ]\[uh:uiaiui, 
and  there  Eshbaal  was  crowned  king  over  Israel.  Cut  bis  kiugrlora, 
as  it  would  seem,  wua  triliutary  to  tlie  PliJliftinea.  [lu  the  Bible 
iteelf  you  will  ficd  his  iiamo  wiltten  not.  as  here,  KsLbaal^  bat 
Isli-bosiietb.  His  tine  uJime  wus,  however,  Etlilianl,  and  the  uume 
meant  Man  or  Servant  of  God,  for  Baal  lloid)  was  in  old  days 
a  (ille  of  God.  Bat  the  title  was  disfavoured  and  IJiially  dropjied, 
becatise  of  a  possible  confufiiou  of  God  wlitu  eo  called  with  Ihe 
Phuenit-ian  deity  IJiial,  and  tor  liaal  (lord)  thtre  was  suhstitulod 
in  most  ujinies  with  which  it  liail  been  confuuiided  Boshetb  (shame). 
Hente  for  EEhbaal  we  get  Esh-  or  Isb-bosheth,  In  one  or  two 
places,  however,  the  form  Ealibaal  still  survives,  and  I  tliiiik  it  is 
better  that  we  shuuld  now  call  the  bod  of  rSaul  by  hii^  true  uaiae. 
Mephibofheth,  ioOf  stsiiJa  for  Meiibbiuil,  for  Ihe  Hr^l  pari  oj  the 
name  wiis  fitill  further  moditied.  Mt-iibbaal  was  tlie  name  of  Joua- 
thau's  »un.] 

Meanwhile  David  moved  eastwards  to  Hebron  in  the  heart  of 
Jtidali,  and  thither  tbe  '  meu  of  Judah  '  carne  and  '  anointed  David 
king  over  the  house  of  Judah,'  Ho  now  there  were  two  kings. 
Eslibaal  in  the  north  and  David  in  the  south.  For  saveti  years  am! 
a  half  David  reiuaiued  ^in^  of  Judaii  only,  with  hiti  resideuce  in 
Hebron,  In  more  ivnya  than  one  he  attempted  to  push  his  iu^uence 
and  |>ower.     Here  is  au  t-iample. 

And  they  told  David,  saying.  The  men  uf  Juljcsh-gilead 
were  they  that  buried  Saul.  And  David  stnt  niessfn^ers 
unto  tlic  men  of  Jabcsh-gilead^  uiid  said  unto  them,  Blei^sed 
be  ye  nf  God,  that  ye  have  shewed  this  kindness  unto  your 
lord,  even  unt«  Siiiil,  and  have  buried  hin>.  And  iiow  may 
God  shew  kindness  and  truth  xinto  you:  and  I  uiso  will 
shew    yuu  goad,    because   yc  have  dune  this  thing.     Now 
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therefore  let  your  liaiids  be  stronif,  aiitl  be  ye  v:Lli;int :  for 
your  nuLstcr  Snul  is  dejid,  nnd  also  the  house  of  Jud:ih  have 
anointed  me  king  over  thera. 

But  aoou  a  long  ami  dosaJtory  war  broke  out  befiveeti  the  two 
■nvft]  kings,  nnd  though  we  kuow  hnrdly  anything  of  the  dctailB, 
we  are  told  in  general  terms  that  David  waxed  stronger  and 
stronger,  and  Eshbaal  waxed  weaker  mid  weaker. 

On  one  occasion ; 


.  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  and  the  men  of  Eshbiuil  the  son  of 
Saul,  went  out  from  Mahanaim  to  Gibeon.  And  Joab  tlie 
son  of  55eruiah,  and  the  men  of  David,  went  out,  and  met 
together  by  the  pool  of  Gibeon ;  and  they  sat  down,  the  one 
on  the  one  side  of  the  [wol,  and  tbe  other  on  the  other  side  of 
the  pool.  And  Abner  said  to  Joab,,  Let  the  young  nieu 
arise  and  fight  before  us.  And  Joab  said.  Let  theui  arise. 
Then  tliere  arose  and  went  over  by  number  twelve  of  the 
men  of  Eshbaat,  and  tivclve  of  tlie  men  of  DavicL  And  they 
caught  every  one  his  fellow  by  tlie  head,  and  thrust  his  sword 
in  his  fellow'R  side  j  so  they  fell  down  together:  wherefore 
that  place  was  called  The  Field  of  the  Plotters.  And  there 
was  a  very  sore  battle  that  day;  and  Abtier  was  beaten,  and 
the  men  of  Israel,  before  the  men  of  David. 

And  the  tliree  sons  of  Zeruiah  were  there,  Joab,  and  Abishai, 
and  Asahel :  and  Asahel  was  as  light  of  foot  as  a  wild  roe. 
And  Asahel  pursued  after  Abner;  and  in  going  he  turned  not 
to  the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left  from  following  Abner.  Then 
Abner  looked  behind  him,  and  said,  Art  thou  Asahel  ?  And 
he  aiiiiwered,  I  am.  And  Ahner  said  to  him,  Turn  thee 
aside  to  thy  right  hand  or  to  thy  left,  and  lay  thee  liold  on 
one  of  the  young  men,  and  take  thee  his  armour.  But 
Aauhcl  would  not  turn  aside  from  following  of  bini.  And 
Abner  said  again  to  Asahel,  Turn  thee  aside  from  following 
ine  : '  wherefore  should  I  smite  thee  to  the  ground  ?  how  then 
should  I  hold  up  my  fat-e  to  Joab  tliy  brother?  llowheit  he 
refused  to  turn  ziside :  wherefore  Al>ner  turned  and  smote 
him  in  the  belly,  that  the  spear  came  out  behind  him;  and 
he  fell  down  there,  and  died  in  the  same  place:  and  it  came 
to  pass,  that  as  many  as  came  to  the  place  where  Asahel  fell 
down  and  died  stooti  still.  But  Joab  and  Abishai  pursued 
after  Abner:  and  the  sun  went  down  when  tbey  were  come 
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to  the  hill  of  Ammah,  thut  Ueth  bufore  Giah  by  the  wuj  of 
the  wilderneas  of  Gibrcm. 

And  the  children  of  Bcnjainin  giithered  thcinsplvcstocrether 
after  Abiier,  and  became  one  band,  and  stootl  on  the  top  of 
the  hill.  Then  Abner  called  to  JoaK  and  si\.\d,  Shall  the 
eword  devour  for  ever?  knowcst  thou  not  that  it  will  be 
bitterness  in  the  latter  cud  ?  how  lonu;  shall  it  lie  then,  ere 
thou  bid  the  jjeople  return  fn)m  foUowing  their  brethren  ? 
And  Joab  said,  As  (jod  liveth.  if  thtm  liadst  not  spoken, 
surely  the  people  had  not  ceased  from  foUowinff  every  one 
his  brother  even  until  the  morning.  So  Joab  bievt-  the 
trumpet,  and  all  the  people  stood  still,  and  pursued  after 
Isrnel  no  more,  neither  fought  tliey  aoy  mon\  And  Abner 
and  his  men  marched  all  that  nii^ht  throuf^li  the  Arabah; 
and  they  passed  ovci"  Jordan,  and  went  through  all  Uithron, 
and  came  to  Mahanaim.  And  Joub  returned  from  fol- 
lowing Abner :  and  when  he  had  gathered  itW  the  people 
together,  there  lacked  of  David's  aervanta  nineteen  men  antt 
Aaahol.  But  the  n^en  of  David  hrid  smitten  of  Benjamin, 
aud  of  Abner's  men,  three  hundred  and  threeccore.  Ami 
they  took  up  Asahel,  and  buried  him  in  the  sepulchre  of  his 
father,  which  was  in  Beth-lehem.  And  Joab  and  his  men 
marched  all  nig'ht,  and  tlie  ilay  bnike  u|»)n  then»  at  Hebron. 

§  2.  AiYer  a  time  Abuer  aud  his  umi^ter  Kxhbaal  had  a  qiinirel, 
aud  Abner  miide  up  his  mind  to  deseit  to  Duviil,  whose  fortuttoK 
were  clearly'  iji  the  ascendant.  lie  upeued  up  coiiimunicatioiiH 
with  liiiij,  nud  he  ulso  begun  to  hlal  ut  liiw  vi«W8  nail  anus  to  ihe 
'  elderB  of  lariiel.'  His  traitorous  iotentions  were,  however, 
prematurely  cut  gliort. 


And  Abner  sent  messengei-B  tu  Uavid  unto  Hebron,  saying. 
Make  thy  league  mth  me,  and,  behold,  uiy  hand  shall  be 
with  tliec,  to  bring  about  all  Israel  unto  thee.  And  David 
said.  Well;  1  will  make  a  league  witli  thee:  but  one  thing 
I  recpure  of  thee,  tliat  is,  thou  shalt  not  see  my  face,  except 
thou  first  bring  Michal  Saul's  daughter,  when  thou  comcst  to 
see  my  lace.  And  David  sent  messengers  t«  Kshbaal,  Saul's 
Bon,  saying.  Deliver  me  my  wife  Michal,  whom  1  cBpiiused  U> 
mc  for  an  hundred  of  the  Philistines.  And  Enhbaal  sent, 
and  took  her  from  her  husband,  even  from  Phaltiel  the  son  of 
Laish,     And  her  liiisband  vi  cut  witli  lier,  and  followed  her, 
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weeping  all  the  wsiy,  to  Bjihiirim.  Tlieii  siiid  Abner  inito 
him,  Goj  retiirn.  And  he  rrturned.  And  Abner  had 
communication  wiHi  the  elders  of  Ismel,  siiyiug,  In 
tiinujj  past  yc  sought  for  Dnvid  to  be  king-  over  you : 
]i(iw  then  do  it :  for  God  hnth  spoken  of  David,  sajinp, 
By  the  hand  of  my  servant  David  1  will  save  my  people 
Israel  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines,  and  out  of 
the  build  of  all  their  enemies.  And  Abner  oUo  spake 
in  thfr  ears  of  Benjamin  :  and  Abner  went  uiao  to  speak 
in  the  ears  of  David  in  llehron  all  that  seemed  good  to 
Israel,  and  to  the  whole  liousc  of  Benjamin.  So  Ahner 
came  to  David  to  Hebron,  and  trventy  men  with  him.  And 
David  made  Abner  and  the  men  that  were  with  him  a  feast. 
And  Abner  said  unto  David,  I  will  arise  and  go,  and  will 
gather  all  Israel  unto  my  lord  the  kiiip,  that  they  may  make 
a  league  witli  thee,  and  that  thou  mayest  reii^n  over  all  that 
thine  heart  desireth.  And  David  sent  Abner  away  ;  and  he 
went  in  peace. 

And,  behold,  the  servants  of  David  and  Joab  came  from 
a  raid,  and  brought  in  a  great  spoil  M-itb  them :  but  Abner 
M'as  not  with  David  in  Hebron ;  for  he  had  sent  him  awavj 
and  he  was  gone  in  peace.  \\'hen  Joab  and  all  the  host  that 
was  with  him  were  come,  they  told  Joab,  saying,  Abner  the 
son  of  Ncr  came  to  the  king,  and  he  liath  sent  him  away, 
and  he  is  gone  in  peace.  Then  Joab  came  lo  the  king,  and 
said,  What  hast  thou  doner  behold,  Abner  came  unto  thee; 
why  is  it  that  Uuni  hast  sent  him  away,  and  he  ia  (juitegone  ? 
Thou  knowest  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  that  he  cante  to  deceive 
thee,  and  to  know  thy  going  out  and  thy  coming  in,  and  to 
know  all  that  thou  tlocst.  And  when  Joab  was  come  out 
from  David,  he  sent  mcBsengers  after  AInicr,  and  they  brought 
him  back  from  the  well  of  Sirah  :  but  David  knew  it  not. 
And  when  Abner  was  returned  to  Hebron,  Joab  took  him  to 
the  side  of  the  gate  to  speak  with  him  quietly,  imd  smote 
him  theiv  in  the  belly,  that  he  died,  for  the  blood  of  Asuhel 
his  brother.  And  afterward  when  David  beard  it,  he  said, 
I  and  my  kingilom  are  guiltless  for  ever  from  tlie  blood  of 
Abner  the  son  of  Ner :  let  it  rest  on  the  head  of  Joab,  and 
upon  all  his  father's  house. 

And  Duvid  said  to  Joab,  and  ta  all  the  people  that  were 
with  him,  Rend  your  clothes,  and  gird  you  with  sackcloth, 
and   mourn  before  Abner.     And   king  David  followed  tlie 
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bier.  And  they  buried  Abner  in  Hebron :  and  the  kinj^ 
lifted  up  his  voice,  and  wept  at  the  fj;rave  of  Abuer ;  and 
ill!  tht  people  wept.  And  the  king  liLmcnl«d  over  Abner, 
tind  siiid. 

Had  Abner  to  die  as  a  reprobate  dieth  ? 
Thy  hands  were  not  bound,  nor  thy  feet  put  into  fetters* : 
As  a  man  falletti  before  wicked  mea,  so  fullest  tliou. 
And  all  the  people  wept  ag-atn  over  him.  And  all  the 
people  came  to  cause  Davi<3  to  eat  bread  while  it  was  yet 
day ;  but  David  sware,  siying,  So  do  God  to  nie,  and  more 
also,  if  1  taste  bread,  or  aiiglit  else,  till  the  sun  he  domi. 
And  all  the  people  took  notice  of  it,  and  it  pleased  tlicni :  as 
whatsoevfr  the  king'  did  piraspd  all  the  people.  So  all  the 
people  and  all  Israel  understood  that  day  that  it  was  not 
of  tiie  king  to  slay  Abner  the  son  of  Ner.  And  the  king 
said  unto  his  servants.  Know  yc  not  that  there  is  a  prince 
and  a  great  man  fallen  tins  day  in  Israel?  And  1  am  tliia 
day  weak,  though  anointed  king;  and  tiicae  men  the  sous 
of  Zpruiah  he  too  hard  for  me:  may  God  reward  the  doer 
of  evil  according  to  his  wickedness. 

i  3'  Upon  tlie  murtier  of  Abner  lliere  followed  hard  thy  murder 
(if  his  king. 

And  when  Eshhaal  heiird  that  Abner  was  dead  in  Hebron, 
his  hands  grew  feeble,  and  all  the  Israelites  were  troubled. 
Now  Eshbaal  had  two  men  that  were  captains  of  bands  :  the 
name  of  the  one  was  Baanah,  and  the  name  of  the  other 
Rechab,  the  sons  of  Uimmoii  the  Beerothite,  of  the  children 
of  Benjamin. 

And  the  sous  of  Himmon  the  Beerothite,  Rechab  and 
Baanah,  went,  and  came  about  the  heat  of  the  day  tn  the 
house  of  Eshbaal,  as  he  took  his  rest  at  noon.  And,  behold, 
the  woman  that  kept  the  door  of  the  house  was  winnowing 
wheat,  and  she  slumbered  and  slept;  and  the  brethren, 
Rechab  and  Baanah,  went  privily  into  the  house,  and  as 
he  lay  on  his  bed  in  his  bedchamber;  they  smote  him,  and 
slew  him,  and  beheaded  him,  niid  took  his  head,  and  ^at 
them  away  to'witrd  the  Arabah  all  night.  And  they  brouj^ht 
his  head  unto  David  to  Hebron,  and  said  to  the  king.  Behold 
the  head  of  Eshbaal  the  son  of  Saul  tliine  enemy,  who 
sought  thy  life  ;  God  hath  avenged  my  lord  the  king  this 
day  of  Saul,  and  of  his  seed.     And  David  answered  Rechab 
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and  Bnanah  his  brother,  the  suns  of  Riniinoii  the  Beerothite, 
and  siiid  unto  th<"ni,  Ab  God  liveth,  who  h:tth  redeemed  inv 
soul  out  of  all  adversity,  wheti  one  told  me,  saying,  Behold, 
Saul  ts  dead,  thinking  t«  have  bronglit  good  tidings, 
1  took  liold  of  him,  and  slew  him  in  Ziklag,  which  wtiS 
the  reward  I  gave  him  for  his  tidings.  How  much  more, 
when  wicked  men  have  slain  a  righteous  person  in  his  own 
house  upon  his  bed,  shall  I  not  iwtw  retjuire  Ids  blood  of  your 
hand,  and  take  you  away  from  the  earth  ?  And  David 
commanded  his  young  men,  and  they  slew  them,  and  cut 
off  their  hiuids  and  their  feizt,  and  hanged  them  up  beside 
the  pool  in  Hebron.  But  they  took  the  head  of  Eshhaal,  and 
buried  it  in  the  sepulchre  of  Ahner  iu  Hebron, 

All  eyes  were  now  twruetl  towards  David,  for  his  triumph  was 
assuT't'd. 

Then  came  EiU  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  David  unto  Hebron, 
and  spiike,  saying.  Behold,  we  are  thy  Iwne  and  thy  flesh. 
In  times  past,  when  Saul  was  king  over  us,  thnu  wast  he 
that  leddest  out  and  broughtest  in  Israel :  and  God  said 
to  thee.  Thou  shult  feed  my  people  Israel,  and  thou  shall 
be  ruler  over  Israel.  So  all  the  elders  of  Israel  eame  to  the 
king  to  Hebron  ;  and  king  David  made  a  leagni?  with  them 
in  Hebron  before  God  :  and  they  anointed  David  king  over 
Israel. 

David  was  thirty  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and 
he  reigned  forty  years.  He  reigned  over  Judah  seven  years 
and  six  months:  and  be  reigned  thirty  and  three  years  over 
all  Israel  and  Judah. 

The  date  of  Siml's  d- alli  wilb  about  toi;;  bo  that  David's 
reign  extended  from  ahuuL  1017  to  about  797. 

§  4.  David's  electiou  tu  be  Itiii;;  over  all  Israel  wna  qiuekly 
followed  Ijy  renewed  w^r  with  the  Philiatiiits.  Dnvid  WiJG  not 
niiuded  to  he  ruler  uf  a  tributary  kingdom  1  Of  the  df;taila  of  thiB 
wur  we  hfiiilly  know  anything.  Oiite  David  was  iu  great  daiigt^r. 
A  rhilifttne  giant  cnl!ed  Dod,  wliOBe  Bpe«r  wiighed  ;joo  srhi-ktls  of 
hrssB,  made  at  him  nnd  wan  near  to  Iiave  Isillcd  him.  '  But 
Abishui  tlie  sou  of  Ztruiah  tuccimred  him,  and  fnrote  tbe  PhiliRtiue 
find  killifl  hint.  T!k-ii  tlie  uivu  of  David  udjui%d  him,  sayinj:^, 
Tlioii  f-hkdt  ^u  no  mtirc  with  us  to  hatlle,  thut  tliou  quench  not  llie 
Iftmp  of  Israel.'     On  miother  occasion,  iipjiaruutly  quite  soon  afttr 
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fiTid's  election  as  king  of  Israel  Rt  Hebron,  wlien  he  hud  been 
compelled  to  relreat  to  Uie  nioutiUiu  strongliold  uf  AdulUm,  auJ 
the  Philifitiaefl  had  occupied  Bethtehem,  we  are  told  that : 

David  longed,  and  aaitl,  Oli  tlitit  one  m  imld  give  m**  to  drink 
of  the  water  of  tlic  wt'-ll  at  Hethtebciii  wliicli  is  by  the  gate! 
And  the  three  ntightie»t  lieroes  of  David's  iirmy  hrake 
through  the  host  of  the  PhtliRtines,  and  drew  water  out  of 
the  well  of  Bethlehem,  that  wus  by  the  gate,  and  took  it  and 
brought  it  to  David  ;  but  he  would  not  drink  tluTKof.  but 
poured  it  out  as  u  libation  to  (jod.  F'or  he  siiid.  He  it 
t'ar  from  nie,  O  (jod,  tfiat  I  should  do  this :  should  1  drink 
the  blood  of  the  men  that  went  in  jeopardy  of  their  lives? 
Therefore  he  would  not  drink  thereof. 

Finally  David   auccessfuUy  L-arricd   the  war  into  the  enemy's 

couuli'y  nnd  cuptureii  the  capital  of  the  Philin tines.  Afl-pr  this, 
they  Fei?ni  to  have  nmde  pouce  with  Israel,  and  to  Uuto  given  their 
neighbours  no  further  trouble. 

§  5.  TIip  next  thing  we  are  told  about  David  is  of  his  choic«  of 
a.  new  and  central  capital  for  his  kitigdom.  lie  clmfle  Jemi^titttm, 
at  tlint  time  culk-d  Jehus,  and  in  the  possession  uf  a  r':uia».nite  clan. 
It  was  an  excellent  choice.  Jeiusaleni  is  a  city  of  hills,  and  it  has 
been  proved  over  snd  over  iigiiiii  bow  dillicult  it  Is  to  capture  it  in 
fight  or  siege.  It  bee  on  the  extreme  north  of  Juduh,  uud  David's 
capital  WAS  therefore  in  the  middle  of  his  territoiy.  As  u  traiJe 
ceutru  it  was  also  of  value.  David  captured  the  city  by  a  coup  de 
main. 

And  David  and  all  IsrtieL  went  to  Jerusalem  (which  i» 
Jebu.s) ;  where  the  Jcbusites  were,  the  inhabitnnts  of  the 
land.  And  the  inhabitants  of  Jehus  said  to  David,  Thou 
shah  not  eonie  hither.  Nevertheless  David  t-tKik  the  eitadel, 
called  Zion,  which  is  the  city  of  David.  And  David  said. 
Whosoever  siiiiteth  the  Jcbusites  first  ahull  be  chief  and 
captain.  And  Joab  tlu"  son  of  Zeruiah  went  first  up,  and 
waa  chief.  And  David  dwelt  in  the  citadel;  therefore  they 
called  it  the  city  of  David.  And  be  fortified  the  city  and 
repaired  it.  So  David  waxed  greater  and  greater;  for  the 
Lord  of  hosts  was  with  Iilm. 

David  determined  to  mrike  his  npw  cai.ftal  the  religious  aa  well 
aa  the  political  centre  of  bis  kingdom.     To  that  end  ke  brought 
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thtllier  the  Ark,  of  tlie  malting  of  wliicii  we  henid  in  thi?  Tletro.'tpect. 
of  Mnsep.  He  desired  also  to  biiiM,  and  he  mn:dp  prepsralitms  for 
the  building  of  a  Jar^e  national  lfni]>ltt  which  should  worthily 
enahrine  the  aiicitut  Ark,  and  give  still  greater  fame  to  hie  L-upitiil 
and  liig  dynasty.  Nevei-thclcps  he  diil  not  huild  thii*  temple 
himself,  for  he  wiis  urdered  by  the  prophet  Nathan  to  forego  the 
buitding. 

This  is  what  we  hear. 

And  Hiram  king  of  Tyre  sent  messengers  to  DiiWd,  and 

cedar  trees,  smtl  carpenters,  and  nmson.s  :  and  they  built  Diivid 
iin  house.  And  it  came  to  pnss,  that  the  hin^^  said  unto 
Nathnn  the  prophet.  See  now,  1  dwell  in  an  house  of  cedar, 
but  the  Ark  is  only  in  a  tent  with  curtains.  And  Nathan 
said  to  the  kini?,  Go,  do  all  that  is  in  thine  heart ;  for  God  is 
with  thee.  But  it  caiuc  to  pass  the  same  night,  tliat  the 
word  of  God  came  unto  Nathan,  saying,  Thus  shalt  thou  say 
unto  my  servant  David,  Thou  shalt  not  build  me  an  house, 
Thu.s  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  1  took  thee  from  the  pasture, 
from  following  the  sheep,  to  be  ruler  over  my  people:  and 
I  was  with  thee  whitliiersoevcr  thou  M'entest,  and  have  cut  oS 
all  thine  enemies;  and  I  will  make  thee  a  great  name,  like 
unto  the  name  of  the  great  ones  that  are  in  the  earth.  And 
1  will  appoint  a  plucc  for  my  people  Israel,  and  \Till  plant 
them,  that  they  may  dwell  in  their  own  plaet,  and  move  no 
more ;  and  I  will  cause  thcni  to  rest  from  all  their  eneniiea. 
And  when  thy  days  be  fulhlled,and  thou  shalt  sleep  with  thy 
fathers,  I  will  set  up  thy  seed  after  thee,  and  I  vvill  establish 
their  kingdom,  and  they  slnill  build  an  house  for  my  name. 
I  will  be  their  father,  and  tliey  shall  be  my  sons:  if  they 
commit  iniquity,  I  will  chasten  them  with  the  rod  of  meu, 
and  with  the  stripes  of  the  children  of  men ;  hut  my  mercy 
shall  not  depart  from  them,  as  1  took  it  from  hitn  who  was 
before  thee.  And  thine  house  and  thy  kingdom  shall  be 
established  for  ever  before  nie  :  thy  throne  shall  be  established 
for  ever.  According  t*)  all  these  words,  and  according  to  all 
this  vision,  so  did  Nathan  speak  unto  David. 

Then  David  saitl,  Who  am  I,  O  Lord  God,  and  what 
is  my  house,  that  thou  hast  brought  nje  as  far  as  this  ?  And 
this  was  yet  a  small  thing  in  thine  eyes,  O  Lord  God; 
but  thou  bast  spoken  also  of  thy  servant's  house  for  a  great 
while  to  come ;  and  hast  let  me  see  future  generations,  O 
Lord  God!     And  what  can  David  say  more  unto  thee?  for 
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Ihou  knowest  tby  servant,  O  LonI  GncU  For  thy  Rervant^s 
sake,  anU  according  to  thine  own  heart,  hnst  thoii  done, 
to  nuike  thy  servant  know  all  tliis  griratness.  Wherefore 
thou  art  great,  O  Lun)  Uod :  for  there  ia  none  like  thee., 
neither  is  there  any  God  Ix'side  thee,  according  to  all  that 
we  have  heard  with  our  ears.  An«i  what  one  nation  in 
the  earth  is  tike  thy  people,  even  like  Isniel?  For  thou 
didst  niukt!  Israel  Ut  be  a  people  unto  thee  for  ever;  and 
thou  heeamest  their  Ciod.  And  now,  O  Lord  God,  the  word 
that  thou  hast  spoken  concerning  thy  servant^and  coiiceniing 
his  house,  estahlish  Ihou  it  for  ever,  and  do  as  thou  hast  said. 
And  let  thy  name  be  ma^utied  for  ever :  and  may  the  house 
of  thy  servant  David  be  estaldished  before  thir.  For  thou, 
O  Ivonl  of  hosts,  the  (jod  of  Israel,  hast  revealed  t^i  thy 
servant,  saving,  1  "ill  build  thee  an  honse:  therefore  hath 
tliy  servant  found  in  his  heart  to  pray  this  prayer  unto  thee. 
And  now,  O  I^ord  God,  thou  art  God,  and  thy  words  arc 
true,  and  thou  hast  promised  tliis  goodness  unto  thy  servant: 
now  therefore  let  it  please  tlu'e  to  bless  the  house  of  thy 
servant,  that  it  may  eontinue  for  ever  before  thee :  for  thou, 
O  Ijord  God,  hast  spoken  it:  and  with  thy  blessing  let  the 
house  of  thy  servant  be  blessed  for  ever. 

§  fi.  The  next  alory  we  hear  of  David  shows  Iiim  to  ub  in 
IV  kiiiiUy  light ;  he  La&  not  yet  forji^utteu  his  Jnentlsbip  with 
•lonathan. 

Now  Jonathan,  Saul's  son,  had  n  son  who  was  lanio  of  his 
feet.  For  he  was  five  years  old  when  the  lidiugs  came  of 
tlic  death  of  Saul  and  .lonrithan,  and  Ins  nurst^  took  him  up 
and  fled :  ami  it  eaine  to  ]>aKH,  as  she  niafie  haste  tx>  flee,  that 
he  fell,  and  became  lame.     And  his  name  was  Merihbaal. 

And  David  said,  Is  there  yet  any  that  is  left  of  the  house 
of  Saul,  that  I  nujy  shew  liiui  kindness  for  Jonathan's  sake? 
And  there  was  of  the  boose  of  Saul  a  servant  whose  name 
was  Zif>a,  and  they  called  liiui  unto  David;  and  the  kitif^ 
said  unto  him,  Art  thou  Ziba  ?  And  he  said,  Thy  servant  is 
he.  And  the  king  Siiid,  Is  thei-e  not  yet  any  of  the  house  of 
Saul,  that  I  may  shew  the  kindness  of  God  unto  him  ?  And 
Ziba  said  unto  the  king,  Jonathan  hath  yet  a  son,  who  is 
lame  on  his  feet.  And  the  king  said  unto  him.  Where  ia  he  ? 
And  Ziba  said  unto  the  king.  Behold,  lie  ia  in  the  house  of 
Machir  the  son  of  Ammicl,  in  Lo-debar. 
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Then  king  David  sent,  and  fetched  him  out  of  the  honsc  of 
Machir  the  son  of  Aininie],  from  Lo-debar.  And  Meribbuul, 
the  son  of  Jonutliun,  the  sun  of  Suul,  rn.me  unto  Duvid,  and  fell 
on  hiK  face,  and  did  reverence.  And  David  said,  Meribbaal ! 
And  he  answered.  Behold  thy  sen^ant !  And  David  said 
unto  him,  Feiir  not:  for  1  will  surely  shew  thee  kindness  for 
JoUiithun  thy  father's  sake,  and  will  restore  thcc  all  the  hnid 
of  Saul  thy  grandfather;  ami  thou  sbalt  eat  bread  at  mj'  table 
eoutinually.  And  he  did  obeisanee,  and  said,  What  is  thy 
servant,  that  thou  stioiildest  look  Ujion  such  n  <lead  do^  as 
I  am?  Then  the  king  called  to  ZIba.  Saul's  servant,  and 
said  unto  him,  i  lutve  gi\'en  unto  thy  master's  sun  uU  that 
pcitained  to  Saul  and  to  alt  bis  house.  Thou  therefore,  and 
thy  sons,  aiuE  thy  servants,  Htmll  till  the  laud  for  liim;  and  tlinu 
shait  hrintf  in  the  fruits,  that  thy  master's  son  may  have 
bread  to  eat:  but  Meribbaal  thy  master's  son  sh;d]  eat 
bread  alway  at  my  table.  Now  Zibu  had  iifteen  sons  and 
twenty  servants.  Then  said  Ziba  unto  the  king,  Aecordiug 
to  all  that  my  lord  the  king  connnandeth  his  servant,  so  shall 
lliy  servant  do.  So  Meribbaal  ate  at  the  king's  table,  as  one 
of  the  king's  sons.  And  Meribbaal  had  a  young  son,  whose 
name  was  Mieha.  And  all  tliat  dwelt  in  the  house  of  Ziba 
were  Hcrvant-K  unto  Meribbaal.  So  Meribbaal  divelt  in 
Jerusalem:  for  he  did  eat  continindly  at  the  king's  table; 
and  he  was  lame  on  both  his  feet. 

§  7.  Now  once  more  we  come  back  to  Hcenos  of  "war.  Wliat 
kind  aet  Suhaf-h,  king  of  Ainmoii,  Imil  ^hown  to  David  is  not 
knowu  or  alluded  to  elsewhere^ 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  the  king  of  the  <:htldrpn 
of  Annnnn  die<l,  and  llanun  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 
And  David  said,  1  will  shew  kindness  mito  Hannn  the  son  of 
Nuliiisb,  as  his  father  shewed  kindness  unto  mc.  So  David 
sent  by  the  hand  of  his  servants  to  condole  with  him  for  his 
father.  And  David's  siTvaiits  came  int«  the  land  of  the 
children  of  Amnion.  But  the  piinces  of  the  children  of 
Anniion  said  unto  Ilanun  their  tor<l,  Tliinkest  thou  that 
David  doth  honour  thy  father,  that  he  huth  sunt  couiforters 
unto  thee ;  hath  not  Diivid  sent  his  sen-ants  xinU)  thee  to 
search  the  city,  and  to  npy  it  out,  and  to  overthrow  it?  So 
Hanun  took  David's  servants,  and  shaved  off  the  one  half  of 
their  beards,  and  cut  off  their  garments  iu  the  middle,  and 
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«ent  them  away.  When  they  told  it  unto  David,  he  sent  to 
meet  them ;  fur  Ihc  tiicii  were  |Krc<itty  usbaiiLed,  Ami  tht; 
kinf?  said.  Tarry  ut  Jericliu  until  your  beurd&  be  gruw'n,  and 
then  retur?i. 

And  when  the  ehildren  of  Aniinon  saw  that  they  were 
become  otlious  to  David,  the  ehildren  of  Amnion  sent  and 
hired  the  Syrians  of  Betli-rehob,  and  the  Syrians  of  Zobah, 
twenty  thousand  ftjotnicn,  luid  the  k'w^  of  Maacah  and 
It^btub  with  twelve  thousand  men.  And  when  David  heard 
of  it,  he  Rent  Joab,  and  all  the  host  of  the  mighty  men. 
And  the  chihiren  of  Amnion  came  out,  and  put  the  battle  in 
array  at  the  entering  in  of  the  pate  :  and  tlie  Syrians  of  Zubah, 
and  of  Kehob,  and  ]»htuh  and  Maacali,  were  by  themselves 
in  the  open  Geld.  And  when  Joab  saw  that  he  TAas  likely  tit 
be  attacked  both  Iwfore  and  behind,  he  chose  from  amon^j  all 
the  choice  men  of  Israel,  and  put  them  in  array  aj^aiiist  the 
Syrians:  and  the  rest  of  the  people  he  committed  into  the 
Imud  uf  Abishai  his  brother,  that  be  might  put  them  in  array 
against  the  children  of  Annnon.  And  he  ttaid.  If  the  Syriana 
be  t<M)  strong;  for  me,  then  thou  s])alt  help  me:  but  if  the 
children  of  Amnion  tje  too  «tron{r  for  thee,  then  I  will  come 
and  help  thee.  Be  of  ifood  couraj^e,  and  let  us  phiy  the  men 
for  our  i>eople.  and  for  our  cities:  and  may  (Jod  do  that 
which  seemeth  him  ^ttod.  So  .Toab  and  the  [leople  that  were 
with  him  drew  tiigU  unto  the  battle  against  the  Syrians :  and 
they  fle<i  before  him.  And  when  the  children  of  Ammon  saw 
that  tlie  Syrians  were  fled,  then  fled  they  also  before  .\bishai, 
and  entered  into  the  city.  So  Joaib  returned  fraci  the 
children  of  Anmion,  and  came  to  Jerunaleni. 

And  when  the  Syrians  saw  that  they  were  smitten  before 
Israelj  they  gathered  themseh-es  together.  And  Hadadewr 
sent,  and  brought  out  the  Syrians  that  were  beyond  the  River : 
and  they  came  to  Helam,  and  Shobacb  the  captain  of  the  host 
of  IIadade/-er  went  before  them  at  their  head.  And  it  was 
told  David ;  and  he  gathered  jdl  Israel  together,  and  passed 
over  Jordan,  and  came  to  Helani.  And  the  Syrians  set  them- 
selves in  array  against  David,  and  fought  with  him.  And 
the  Syrians  fled  before  Israel ;  and  David  slew  of  the  Syrians 
the  horses  of  seven  hundred  chariots,  and  forty  thousand  men, 
and  smote  Shobach  the  captain  of  their  host,  that  he  died 
there.  And  wlien  all  the  kings  that  were  servants  to  Hada- 
dezer  saw  that  tliey  were  smitten  before  Israel,  they  made 
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paice  with  Israel,  and  served  them.     So  the  Syrians  feared 
to  help  the  children  of  Aiaiuiuii  any  more. 

And  it  came  to  puss,  at  tbe  return  of  the  year,  at  the  time 
when  kings  go  i'ortli  to  battle,  that  David  sent  Juab,  and  his 
servants  with  him,  and  all  Israe] ;  and  tliey  ravaged  the  lacid 
of  the  ehiUlren  of  Ammon,  and  besieged  Rabhah.  But  David 
tarried  at  Jerusjdem. 

I  For  'Syrians'  it  would  be  more  accurate  to  say  AraraaeaiiB. 
But  wbo  the  Arariiauiuia  wert',  vvhjit  was  their  degree  of  kinsliip 
to  the  JleWewif,  aud  why  the  Euglitili  Bible  calls  them  Syrians, 
I  cannot  expluiu  here,  for  it  would  take  too  long.] 

§  &.  The  campnign  agiiinst  the  Ammonites  was  the  occasion  of 
the  greatest  sin  of  Darld's  life.  His  cruc'hjie&  ia  war  were  not  out 
of  hnrmmiy  with  the  moral  ideas  of  the  age,  bat  the  i?iii  of  which 
we  are  now  to  hear  made  a  deep  impression  upon  hiscoiiteniporariee. 
You  will  remember  that  David,  like  other  Eastern  mouarclis,  had 
many  wive?.  But  in  those  days,  as  iu  iMahommedau  countries  now, 
to  have  more  than  one  wife  was  not  oonsidered  wrong. 

And  it  came  to  paea  one  evening,  that  David  was  wiilkinx 
upon  the  nH>f  of  liis  house;  and  fmin  tlir  rcwf  he  saw 
a  bcautifid  woman :  and  the  woman  was  very  fitir  to  look 
upon.  AndDavid  sent  and  inquired  after  her.  And  one 
aaid,  She  is  Bathsheba,  the  daughter  of  Kliaiii,  the  wife  of 
Uriah  tlic  ilittite.  Now  Uriah  the  llittite  was  serving  iu 
the  army  under  Joab  before  Rabbah.  80  David  sent  a  letter 
to  Joab,  and  be  wrote  in  the  letter,  saying,  Stt  ye  Uriah  in 
the  forefront  of  the  hottest  battle,  aud  retire  ye  from  him, 
that  he  may  be  smitten,  aud  die.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
while  Joab  was  besieging  the  city,  that  he  assigned  Uriah 
unto  a  place  where  lie  knew  that  valiant  men  were.  Ami  the 
men  of  the  city  \vent  out,  ami  fought  with  Joab  :  and  there 
fell  some  of  the  men  of  David ;  and  Uriah  the  Ilittite  died 
also.  Then  Joab  sent  and  told  David  all  the  things  concern- 
ing the  war;  and  he  elmrgetl  the  messenger,  saying.  When 
thou  hast  made  an  end  of  tclluig  tlie  matters  of  the  war  unto 
the  king,  and  if  so  he  tJiat  the  king's  wrath  arise,  aud  he  8uy 
unto  thee,  \Vlien'f«re  went  ye  so  ntgli  unto  the  city  when  ye 
did  fight?  knew  ye  nut  that  they  would  shoot  fmm  the  wall? 
why  went  ye  so  nigli  the  wall?  then  shalt  thou  say.  Thy 
servant  Uriah  the  Uittite  is  dead  aUo, 
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So  the  messenger  went,  and  when  he  arrii'ed  antl  told  David 
all  that  J(ial)  had  bi(]den  him,  and  hinv  tlie  war  progressed, 
David  w!i8  wrath  witli  Joab,  and  lie  said  to  the  messenger. 
Wherefore  went  ye  so  near  to  the  eitv  to  fi^ht  ?  knew  ye  not 
that  they  would  slioot  from  the  \vall  ?  why  drew  ye  nigh  unto 
the  wall?  And  the  messenger  said  unto  David,  Bceauue  the 
men  prevailed  agattist  us.  and  came  out  unto  us  into  the  fiehl, 
and  we  followed  after  them  even  unto  tlie  entering-  of  the  gate. 
And  the  shooters  shot  at  thy  servants  from  off  the  wall ;  and 
some  oS  the  king's  servants  be  dead,  and  thy  servant  Uriali 
the  Ilittite  is  dead  also.  Then  David  said  unto  the  mes- 
eeiiger.  Thus  shall  thtm  sny  unto  Joab,  Let  not  this  thing 
displease  thee,  for  the  sword  devoureth  now  one  and  now  tlie 
otiier :  make  thy  battle  more  strong  against  the  city,  and 
overthrow  it:  and  cneournge  thou  him.  And  when  the  wife 
of  Uriah  heard  tliat  Uriah  her  husband  was  dead,  she  mourned 
for  her  liusband.  And  when  the  niouniing  was  past,  David 
sent  and  fetched  her  to  his  house,  and  she  became  his  wife. 
But  the  thing  that  David  had  done  displeased  God. 

And  God  sent  Xathan  the  prophet  mito  David.  And  he 
came  unto  him,  and  said  unto  him.  There  were  two  men  in 
one  city  ;  the  one  rich,  and  the  other  poor.  The  rich  man 
had  exceeding  many  flocks  and  tierds:  but  the  poor  man  had 
nothing,  save  one  little  ewe  lamb,  which  he  had  bought  and 
nourished  up:  and  it  grew  up  together  with  hinij  and  with 
his  ehildrcn  ;  it  did  eat  of  bis  oun  food,  and  drunk  of  his  own 
cup,  and  lay  iik  his  bosom,  and  waa  unto  him  ma  a  daughter. 
And  there  came  a  traveller  unto  the  rich  man,  and  he  spared 
to  take  of  his  own  flock  and  of  bis  own  herd,  to  dress  for  the 
wayfaring  m:m  that  Mas  come  unto  him,  but  took  the 
poor  man's  Iamb,  and  dressed  it  for  the  uiaji  that  was  come 
to  hinj.  And  Da\id's  anger  was  greatly  kindled  against  the 
man;  and  he  gaid  to  Nathan,  As  God  livetl],  the  man  that 
bath  done  this  thing  shall  surely  die  :  and  he  shall  restore  the 
lamb  sevenfold,  because  he  did  this  thing,  and  because  he 
bad  no  pity. 

And  Natliau  said  to  David,  Thou  art  the  man.  Thus  aalth 
the  God  of  Israel,  1  anointed  thee  king  over  Israel,  and 
1  delivered  thee  out  of  the  hand  of  Saul.  VViierefore  bast 
thou  despised  the  hiddmg  of  God,  to  do  evil  in  his  sight? 
thou  bast  smitten  Uriah  tlie  Tlittite  with  the  sword,  and  hast 
taken  his  wife  to  be  thy  wife,  and  bast  slain  him  with  the 


240 


THE    BIBLE    FOR    HOME    READING 


sword  of  the  childreti  of  Aiiuiioii.     And  David  suid  unto 
Natlmn,  I  imvu  aurely  siimcd  against  God. 

Now  a  son  was  tH)ni  to  Diind  and  Bnthsliehn,  and 
it  fame  to  pass  soon  Nfterivards  that  it  was  very  ill. 
Then  David  besoii£;ht  God  for  the  child,  and  he  fasted, 
and  lay  all  night  upon  the  ground.  And  the  elders  of  liia 
houi^e  ai-osp,  and  went  to  him,  to  raise  him  up  frotn  the 
ground :  but  he  would  not,  neither  <lid  he  eat  hread  with 
them.  And  it  came  to  pass  on  tlie  seventh  (hiy,  that  the< 
child  died.  And  the  servants  of  David  feared  to  tell  hira 
that  the  child  was  dead:  for  they  said.  Behold,  while  the 
cliild  was  vet  alii'c,  we  spake  unto  him,  and  he  would  not 
hearken  unto  our  voiee :  how  tlicn  sliall  we  tell  Inni  tliat  the 
child  is  flead,  so  tliat  lie  do  himself  some  harm  ?  But  when 
David  saw  that  his  servants  whispered  together,  David  per- 
ceived that  the  child  was  dead :  and  David  said  unto  his 
sen'ants,  la  the  child  dead  '(  And  they  said,  lie  is  dead. 
Then  David  arose  from  the  g^round,  and  washed,  anil  anointed 
hiniBflt',  and  changed  hiw  apparel ;  and  he  eame  into  the 
house  of  God.  and  worshipped :  then  he  came  to  his  own 
house;  and  he  asked,  and  they  set  bread  before  him,  and  he 
did  eat.  Then  s!ud  hia  servants  unto  him.  What  tiling  ia 
tins  that  thou  hastdtme?  tluiu  didmt  fast  and  weep  for  tlte 
child,  while  it  was  alive;  hnt  when  the  child  was  dead,  thou 
didst  rise  and  eat  hread.  And  he  said,  Wliilc  the  child  was 
yet  alive,  I  fasted  and  wept:  for  I  said.  Who  knuuctli 
whether  God  will  tjot  be  gracious  to  me,  that  the  ehild  may 
live  ?  But  now  he  is  dejid,  wherefore  sliould  I  fast  ?  can 
I  bring  him  back  again  ?  I  shall  go  to  him,  but  he  shall  not 
return  to  me. 

In  the  eyes  cf  sl\  his  coiitempoi-aries  the  death  of  this  little  cliild 
was  David'a  pmiii^hment  for  his  eiu  nguinst  Uriah.  That  stems 
8lraii|3;e  tu  us  tu-day,  hut  in  ancient  times  a  mnn's  fumily  tiikd 
especially  hia  eons  were  ret,'»rderi  much  more  as  an  nctual  pnrt  of 
him  thnn  tliey  ar«  at  present,  nr>  that  it  was  not  otdy  uot  tlioug-ht 
uii.)iitt  if  ft  foil  suflertd  tliroiipli  the  sin  of  his  father,  hut  auoh 
Euflering  woa  looked  upna  ns  u  punihlmient. 

§  9.  MeauwLile  the  war  witli  tbe  Amnionitei  was  hrought  to 
a  Bucccssful  eud. 

And  Joab  fought  against  Rabhah  of  the  children  of  Aintnon, 
and  took  the  city  of  waters.     And  Joab  sent  messengers  to 
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DancI,  and  said,  I  hare  fought  against  Rabhah,  and  hare 
taken  the  city  of  waters.  Now  therefore  gather  the  rest  of 
the  pciipk'  toicethery  and  encamp  aiiainsl  the  city,  and  take  it : 
lest  I  take  the  city,  and  niy  name  lie  connected  with  it.  And 
David  gathered  all  the  jieople  toi^ther,  and  went  to  Rahbah, 
and  fought  against  it,  and  look  it.  And  he  took  the  crown 
of  their  idol  from  off  its  head ;  and  the  weight  thereof  was 
a  talent  of  gold,  and  iu  it  was  a  precious  stone ;  and  it  was 
set  on  David's  head.  And  he  hniught  forth  the  ap<nl  of  the 
city  in  great  abundance.  And  he  brought  forth  the  people 
that  were  therein,  and  made  them  labour  at  saws,  and 
harrows  of  iron^  and  axes  of  iron,  and  at  brickH :  and  thus 
did  he  unto  alt  the  cities  of  the  children  of  Amnion.  *\nd 
David  and  all  the  people  returned  unto  Jerusalem. 

$  10.  As  yean  pasaed  od,  troubles  came  to  David  fmin  hie  own 
family.  Two  of  his  sous,  Absalom  and  Aninou,  had  a  desperate 
quarrel  vritb  ciicli  utiicr,  in  which  Amuoa  was  in  the  wroug. 
IliBiibtrous  aiiil  fir- reaching  were  its  issues. 

And  it  eatne  to  pass  after  two  full  years,  that  Absalom  held 
sheepshearing  in  Baal-hazor :  and  Absalom  invited  all  the 
king's  sons.  And  Absaloni  came  to  the  king,  and  said, 
Behold  now,  thy  servant  holdeth  sliccpsheiiring ;  let  the  king, 
1  l)eseech  thee,  and  his  servants  go  with  thy  servant.  And 
the  king  said  to  Absalom,  Nay,  my  son,  let  us  not  all  go,  lest 
we  be  a  burden  unto  thee.  And  he  pressed  him  :  howheit  be 
would  not  go,  but  bade  liirn  farewell.  Then  said  Absalom, 
If  not,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  brother  Amnon  go  with  us.  And 
the  king  said  unto  biui.  Why  should  he  go  with  thee?  IJut 
Absalom  pressed  him,  that  he  let  -\mnon  and  all  the  king's 
sons  go  with  hiiu.  And  Absakim  maile  a  feuat  like  a  king's 
feast,  and  he  commanded  his  servants,  a:iying,  Mark  ye  now, 
when  Aninon's  heart  is  merry  with  wine;  and  when  1  say 
unto  you.  Smite  Amnon,  then  kill  him,  fear  not:  have  not 
I  commanded  you  ?  be  courageous,  and  be  valiant.  And 
the  servants  of  Absiilom  did  unto  Amnoii  as  Abaahnn  liatl 
commanded.  Tben  all  the  king's  sons  arose,  and  every  man 
gat  liim  up  upon  his  mule,  and  fled. 

And  it  came  to  pass,,  while  they  were  in  the  way,  that  tidings 
came  to  David,  saying,  Absalom  hath  slain  all  the  king's  sons, 
and  there  is  not  one  of  them  left.  Thai  the  king  arose,  and 
lore  his  garments,  and  lay  on  the  earth  ;  and  all  his  servants 
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who  stood  b^'  rent  their  clothes.      And  Jouadab.  tbc  son  of 


Sh 


ih   David's  brother. 


►  cred   and  said,  Let  not 


luineiiii  Uavul  s  nroilier,  answi 
lord  HiippoBc  that  they  have  killed  all  thf  young  men  the 
king's  tsons  ;  for  Aninon  only  is  dead.  Xow  therefore  let  not 
my  lord  the  king  take  the  thing  to  his  heart,  to  think  that  all 
the  kinjr's  sons  are  dead  :  for  Aninon  only  is  dead.  And  the 
young'  nmn  that  kept  the  watch  lifted  up  hia  eyes,  and  lc»oked, 
tindf  hehohl,  there  came  much  people,  coming  frtnn  the  way 
of  lloronaim  down  the  bill;  and  he  c;unc  and  told  the 
king"  and  said,  I  see  men  coming  from  the  way  of  Iloronaim 
down  the  hill.  And  Jonadab  said  nnto  the  king.  Behold, 
the  king's  sons  are  come  :  as  thy  servant  suid,  so  it  is.  And 
it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  he  had  niade  an  end  of  speaking, 
that,  beliohl,  tiie  king's  sons  came,  and  lifted  up  tlieir  I'oice, 
and  wept :  and  the  king  also  and  all  his  servants  wept  very 
sore.     And  David  mourned  for  his  son  cveiy  day. 

But  Absalom  fled,  and  went  to  Talnuii  the  son  of  Atn- 
inihur,  king  of  Gesluir,  and  was  there  three  years.  And 
the  spirit  of  the  king  longed  to  go  forth  uiito  Absalom  : 
for  he  was  comforted  concerinng  Amrion,  seeing  he  was 
dead. 

Now  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah  perceived  that  tbc  kuig's 
heart  was  toward  Absalom.  And  Joah  sent  to  Tekoa,  and 
fetched  thence  a  wise  woman,  and  said  unto  !ier,  1  pray 
thecj  feign  thyself  to  be  a  mournerj  and  put  on  mourning 
apparel,  and  anoint  not  thyself  with  oil,  but  be  as  a  woman 
tlmt  lind  a  long  time  mourned  for  the  dead  :  and  come  to 
tlie  king,  and  speak  ou  tins  manner  unto  him*  So  Joab  put 
tlie  words  in  bcr  mouth. 

And  uhen  the  woman  of  Tekoa  came  to  the  king,  she  fell 
on  her  face  to  the  ground,  and  did  obeisance,  and  said.  Help, 
O  king,  help  !  And  the  king  said  unto  her.  What  aiieth  thee  ? 
And  she  nnsH'eredj  1  am  indeed  a  widow  woman,  and  nune 
husband  is  dead.  And  thy  handmaid  had  two  sons,  and  they 
two  strove  together  in  the  field,  and  there  was  none  to  part 
them,  hut  the  one  smote  the  other,  and  slew  Idin.  And.  beht)id, 
the  whole  family  is  risen  against  thine  handmaid,  and  thry 
said.  Deliver  him  that  smote  Ilia  brother,  that  we  may  kill 
him  for  the  life  of  his  brother  whom  he  slew  5  so  slitill  they 
quench  my  coal  which  is  left,  and  shall  leave  to  my  husband 
neither  name  ncr  remainder  upon  the  earth.  And  the  king 
suid  unto  the  woman,  Go  to  thine  house,  and  I  will  give 
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^arge  conctTiih]^  thee.     And   Iht*  wtjiimii   of  Tckoa   sjiid 
unto   the   king,  Mv   lord,  ()   king,  thr   inutility  be  on    mt*. 


and 


father's  hi 


id  the  ki 


mil  his  th 


bf 


loiise:  anti  the  King  Jtnu  nis  throne 
g-uiltless.  And  the  kuij";  siiid.  Whosoever  saith  aught  unto 
thee,  bring  him  to  me,  and  he  shall  not  touch  thee  any  mure. 
Theu  said  she,  1  priu  thee,  let  the  king  remember  tlie  Lord 
thy  Gild,  that  thou  suffer  not  the  revenger  of  bkxjd  to 
destroy  any  more,  lest  they  ch'stroy  iry  wi".  And  he  said, 
As  God  liveth,  there  shall  not  oiie  hair  of  thy  son  fall  to  the 
earth. 

Tiien  the  woman  said,  Let  thine  handmaid,  I  pray  thee, 
Hpeak  a  word  unto  my  lord  the  king.  And  he  wud.  Say 
on.  And  the  woman  said.  Wherefore  then  hast  tliou  devised 
such  a  thing  agiiinst  the  people  of  God }  for  the  king,  in 
saying  this,  is  as  one  who  is  guilty,  in  that  the  kirtg 
doth  nut  feteh  home  again  his  baiiiiihed.  For  wc  must 
needs  die,  and  are  as  water  spilt  011  the  ground,  which 
cannot  he  gathered  up  again ;  yet  doth  God  not  take  away 
the  life  of  liim  who  deviseth  means  how  lie  that  is  banished 
may  be  no  longer  an  outj^ast  from  him.  Now  therefore 
seeing  that  I  am  come  to  speak  of  this  thing  unto  my  lord 
the  king,  it  is  becaiisc  tlie  people  have  made  me  afraid:  and 
thy  haiuhnaid  said,  I  will  now  speak  unto  the  king;  it  may 
he  that  the  king  will  perform  the  request  of  his  sen'ant. 
For  the  king  will  hear,  to  deliver  his  handmaid  out  of  the 
band  of  the  man  that  would  destroy  me  and  my  son  together 
out  oE  the  inheritance  o£  God.  And  the  woman  said.  The 
word  of  my  lord  the  king  shall  be  comfortable  unto  me:  for 
as  an  angel  of  Gad,  so  is  my  lord  the  king  to  discern  good 
and  bad  :  and  tlic  Lord  thy  God  he  with  thee.  Then  the 
king  answered  and  said  unto  the  woman.  Hide  not  from  me, 
1  pray  thee,  the  thing  that  1  shall  ask  thcc.  And  the 
woman  said.  Let  my  lord  the  king  now  speak.  And  the 
king  said,  la  not  the  hand  of  Joah  with  thee  in  all  this? 
And  the  woman  answered  and  said.  As  thy  soul  liveth,  my 
lord  the  king,  none  can  turn  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left 
from  aught  that  my  lord  the  kijig  hath  spoken :  for  thy 
sen-ant  Joab,  he  bade  me,  and  he  put  all  these  words  in  the 
mouth  of  thine  hiuidmaid  :  to  chaiige  tht*  face  of  the  matter 
hath  thy  servant  Joab  done  tliis  thing:  and  my  lord  is  wise, 
accorditig  to  the  wisdom  of  an  angel  of  God,  to  know  all 
things  that  arc  in  tlic  <^arth. 
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Tlien  the  king  said  unto  Joab,  Bi'hold  now,  I  will  do  this 
thing:  go  therefore,  bring  the  young  man  Absjiloni  Jigain, 
And  Joab  fell  to  the  ground  on  his  face,  and  bowed  himself, 
and  blessed  the  king :  and  Joab  said.  To-day  thy  ser\'aut 
knoweth  that  I  have  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  my  lord, 
O  king,  in  that  the  king  hath  fulfilled  the  request  of  bia 
servant.  So  Joab  arose  and  went  to  Geshur,  and  brought 
Absalom  to  Jerusalem.  And  the  king  said.  Let  him  turn 
to  his  own  house,  but  let  him  not  see  my  face.  So  Absalom 
turned  to  his  own  house,  aud  siiw  not  the  king^s  face. 

Now  in  all  Israel  there  was  none  to  be  so  much  praised  as 
Absalom  for  bis  beauty :  from  the  sole  of  bis  foot  even  to 
the  crown  of  his  head  there  was  no  blemish  in  him.  And 
when  he  polled  his  head,  (it  was  at  every  year's  end  that  he 
polled  it :  because  the  hair  was  heavy  on  him,  therefore  he 
polled  it:)  he  weighed  the  hair  of  his  head  at  two  hundred 
shekels,  after  the  king's  weight.  And  unto  Absalom  there 
were  boni  three  sons,  and  one  daughter,  whose  name  was 
Tamar :  she  was  a  woman  of  a  fair  countenance. 

So  Absalom  dwelt  two  full  years  in  Jerusalem ;  and  be 
saw  not  the  king's  face.  Then  Absalom  sent  for  Joab,  to 
send  him  to  the  king;  but  he  would  not  come  to  him:  and 
when  he  sent  again  a  second  time,  he  would  not  come. 
Therefore  he  said  urit£»  his  servants.  See,  Juab's  field  is  near 
mine,  and  he  hath  barley  there ;  go  and  set  it  on  fire.  And 
Absalom's  servants  set  the  field  on  fire.  Then  .loab  arose, 
and  eame  to  Absalom  unto  his  house,  and  said  unto  him. 
Wherefore  have  thy  servants  set  my  field  on  fire?  And 
Absalom  answered  Joab,  Behold,  I  sent  unto  thee,  saying, 
Come  hither,  that  I  may  send  thee  to  the  king,  to  say. 
Wherefore  am  I  come  from  Gcahur  ?  it  had  been  good  for 
nie  to  have  been  there  still :  now  therefoi-e  let  me  see  the 
king's  face;  and  if  there  be  iniquity  in  me,  let  him  kill  me. 
So  Joab  eame  to  the  king,  and  told  him :  and  wheii  he  had 
called  for  Absalom,  be  came  to  the  king,  and  bowed  himself 
on  his  face  to  the  ground  before  the  king:  and  the  king 
kissed  Absalom. 


■§  IT.  TliU3  Absalom  won  hta  pardon  from  the  king.  Bat  in 
spite  of  tliis  he  showed  the  blackest  ingiatitade  to  his  father,  and 
rel>elled  against  htm.  He  attempted  to  atir  up  disEeuMDii  between 
'Isrtu*r  and  '  Juduli,'  butweeu  the  lueu  of  the  uorth  and  the  men 
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of  Ute  Bonth.  The  long  narrativo  of  AbsflJom's  rebellion  is  loo 
dramatic  nml  exciting  to  be  broken  up  into  sections.  Let  us  hear 
it  aa  a  whole. 


And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  Abaaloni  prepared  him 
a  chariot  liiid  horses,  and  fifty  men  to  run  before  him.  And 
Absalom  rose  up  early,  and  stood  beside  tliewayof  the  gate: 
and  it  waR  an,  that  when  any  man  that  had  a  controversy 
came  to  the  ki^i^  for  judgement,  then  Al>8a]()m  called  untj) 
him,  and  said.  Of  what  city  art  thou  ?  And  he  said,  Thy 
servant  is  of  one  of  the  tribes  of  Israel.  And  Absalom  said 
unto  hiui,  See,  thy  matters  arc  good  and  rig'lit :  but  there  is 
no  man  deputed  of  tlie  kin^  Ut  hear  thee.  Abaalotn  said 
moreover,  Oh  that  I  were  made  judpe  in  the  land,  that  every 
man  who  hath  any  suit  or  cause  might  come  unto  me,  and 
I  would  do  him  justice  1  And  it  M'as  so,  that  when  any  man 
came  nigh  to  do  him  obeisiuicc,  he  put  forth  his  hand,  and 
took  liini,  and  kifiaetl  hitn.  And  on  this  manner  diil  Absalom 
to  all  Inme)  that  came  to  the  king  for  judgement:  so 
Abaidom  stole  the  hearts  of  the  men  of  Israel. 

And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  four  years,  that  Absalom 
said  unto  the  king,  1  pray  thee,  let  me  ^o  and  pay  my  vow, 
which  I  have  vowed  unto  God,  in  Hebron.  For  thy  servant 
vowed  a  vow  while  I  abode  at  Geshnr,  saying.  If  God  shall 
indeed  bring  me  again  to  Jerusalem,  then  I  will  perform  it. 
And  the  king  said  unto  him.  Go  in  peace.  So  he  arose,  and 
went  to  Hebron.  But  Absalom  sent  spies  throughout  all  the 
tribes  of  Israel,  saying.  As  aotm  as  ye  hear  the  sound  of  the 
trumpet,  then  ye  shall  say,  Absalom  rcigneth  in  Hebron. 
And  with  Absalom  went  two  hundred  men  out  of  Jerusalem, 
that  were  called, and  went  in  their  simplicity;  and  they  knew 
not  any  thing.  And  Absalom  sent  for  Ahithopbel  the  Gilo- 
nite,  Ehavid's  counsellor,  from  his  city,  even  from  Giloh,  while  ' 
he  offered  the  sacrifices.  And  the  conspinicy  was  sti*ong; 
for  the  people  increasetl  continually  with  Absalom. 

And  there  came  a  messenger  to  David,  saying.  The  hearts 
of  tlie  men  of  Israel  are  after  Absaloin.  And  David  said 
unto  all  his  servants  that  were  with  him  at  Jerusalem,  Arise, 
and  let  ur  flee ;  for  we  shall  not  else  escape  from  Absalom  : 
make  speed  to  depart,  lest  he  overtake  us  suddenly,  and  bring 
evil  upon  lis,  and  sntite  the  city  with  the  edge  of  the  sword. 
And  the  king's  servants  said  unto  the   king.  Behold,  thy 
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*tmnt«  are  ready  to  do  irhatimerer  tot  lonl  the  kitu^  si 
decide.  Aod  the  king  went  forth,  and  all  his  serrants  and 
his  household,  and  they  hatted  at  the  last  bouse.  And  all 
hi»  sifnaDtfi  pa&sed  on  beside  him ;  and  all  the  mercenaries, 
the  Cherethites,  and  the  Pelethites,  and  the  men  of  Ittai.  the 
Gittite,  trho  c:ame  fn>in  Gath.  six  huiHlred  men  in  all,  passiil 
oil  before  the  king.  Then  said  the  king  to  Ittai  the  Gittite, 
Wherefore  i(OC9t  thou  also  with  us?  retum^  and  abide  with 
the  king:  for  thou  art  a  foreigner,  and  also  an  exile  from  thy 
plare.  Wlipreas  thou  earnest  but  yesterday,  should  1  this 
(lav  make  thee  go  up  and  donii  with  us.  seeing  1  go  whither 
I  may  ?  return  thou,  and  take  back  thy  brethren ;  God  will 
kIicw  thee  mercj*  and  truth.  And  Ittai  answered  the  king, 
and  said,  .\i  God  liveth,  and  as  my  lord  the  king  livcth, 
aurcly  in  what  place  my  lord  the  king  shall  be,  whether  in 
death  or  life,  even  there  also  will  thy  servant  be.  And  David 
naid  to  Ittai,  Go  and  pa<is  by.  And  Ittai  the  Gittite  jmssed 
by,  and  all  his  men,  and  all  the  little  ones  that  were  with 
him.  And  all  the  country  wept  with  a  loud  voice,  while  alt 
the  people  passed  by. 

Anfl  the  king  8too(l  bv  the  brook  Kidron,  and  all  the  people 
passed  over  toward  the  olive  tree  which  is  by  the  wilderness. 
And,  lo,  Ziidok  also  came  and  .\biathar,  the  priests^  bearing 
the  ark  of  God  ;  and  thev  set  down  the  ark  of  God,  until  all 
the  pt'opif  had  done  passing  out  of  the  city.  And  the  king 
said  until  Zadok,  (!arry  hack  the  ark  of  God  into  the  city  : 
if  I  shall  And  favour  in  the  eyes  of  God,  he  vn\l  bring  me 
again ;  but  if  he  say  thus,  1  have  no  delight  in  thee ;  behold, 
here  am  1,  let  him  do  to  me  as  Bccmcth  good  unto  him. 
The  king  aaid  also  unto  Zadok,  Return  into  the  city  in  peace, 
and  AlbliiHia/.  thy  >^on,  an<]  Joiuithan  the  son  of  Abiathar. 
Set*,  I  will  turry.at  the  fords  of  the  wilderness,  until  there 
come  word  from  you  to  certify  me.  Zadok  therefore  and 
Abiatlmr  carried  the  ark  of  God  again  to  Jerusalem:  aiid 
tlicy  tarried  there. 

And  David  went  up  by  the  ascent  of  the  mount  of  Olives, 
and  wept  as  lie  went  up;  and  he  had  his  head  covered,  and 
wt'iit  harefoot:  and  nil  the  people  that  were  with  him  covei'ed 
every  mari  his  head,  and  they  went  up,  wecpiiiR  as  they  went. 
And  one  told  David,  saying,  Ahlthophel  is  among  the  con- 
spiruUirs  with  AI)aalorn.  And  David  sjiid,  O  God,  I  pray 
thee,  tuni  the  counsel  of  Ahlthophel  Into  foolishness.     And 
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it  came  to  pasa,  that  when  D.irid  w&»  coihp  to  tht*  t4)|i  of  the 
ascent^  beholdj  Hushai  the  Archite  came  tu  meet  liitn  with 
his  coat  rent,  and  earth  upon  his  head  :  and  David  said  unto 
him.  If  thou  passest  on  vvilh  me,  thL'n  thou  sliall  bu  a  burden 
unto  me:  hut  il'  thou  return  to  the  city,  and  say  unto  Alwa- 
loru,  I  will  he  thy  servant,  O  kiiiij;;  as  1  have  been  thy  fathers 
servant  in  time  p;i9t,  so  will  T  now  he  thy  sennnt :  tlien 
mayest  thou  defeat  for  me  the  eounsel  of  Ahithophel.  And 
hast  thou  not  there  with  thee  Zadok  and  Abiathar  the  priests? 
therefoix'  it  iihall  be,  that  what  thiiiif  Koever  thou  shiilt  liear 
out  of  tlie  khig's  liouse,  thou  shalt  tell  it  ti>  Zad<>k  and  Abia- 
thar the  priests.  Behold,  they  have  there  with  them  tlieir 
two  sons,  Ahimaaz  Zadok's  sou,  and  Jonathan  Abiathar'g 
son ;  and  by  them  ye  sliall  send  unto  mc  every  thinjf  that  ye 
can  hear.  So  IJushai  David's  friend  came  into  the  cit}  ;  and 
AbBaiom  euuie  into  Jerusalem. 

And  when  David  was  a  little  pimt  the  t«p  of  tlie  hill, 
behold,  Ziku  tlie  servant  of  Meribhaal  u»et  him,  with  a  couple 
of  asses  saddled,  and  upon  them  two  hundred  loaves  of  bread, 
and  an  buiulred  bunches  of  raisiLis,  and  an  hnndred  of  summer 
fruits,  and  a  skin  of  wine.  And  the  kint;  said  unto  Zibii, 
What  meanest  thou  by  these?  And  Ziba  said,  The  asses  be 
for  the  kinj^s  family  to  ride  on;  and  the  bread  and  summer 
fruit  for  the  young  meji  to  eat;  and  the  wine,  that  such  as 
be  faint  in  the  wilderness  may  driak.  And  ibe  kinif  said, 
And  where  is  thy  master's  son  ?  And  Ziba  saiil  unto  the 
king.  Behold,  he  abidetb  at  Jerusaletn  :  for  be  said,  To-day 
shall  the  house  of  Israel  restore  me  the  kingdom  of  my  father. 
Then  said  the  kijig  to  Ziba,  DeboUl,  thine  is  itll  that  pertained 
unto  Meribbaal.  And  Ziba  said,  I  humbly  beseech  tlicc  that 
I  may  fnid  grace  in  thy  sight,  my  lord,  O  king. 

And  when  king  Daviii  came  to  Baliurim,  behold,  thence 
came  out  a  man  of  the  family  of  the  house  of  Said,  whose 
name  was  Shimei,  the  son  of  Gera :  he  came  out,  and  cursed 
Btill  as  he  came.  And  he  cast  stones  at  David,  and  at  all  the 
seniuits  of  king  David  :  and  all  the  people  and  all  the  mighty 
men  were  on  his  right  hand  and  on  his  left.  And  thus  said 
Shimei  when  he  cursed.  Begone,  begone,  thou  man  of  blood, 
and  worthless  fellow;  God  hath  returned  upon  thee  all  the 
blond  of  tbe  house  of  Saul,  in  whose  stead  thuu  hast  reigned  ; 
and  God  hath  delivered  the  kingdom  into  the  hand  of  Absa- 
lom thy  son :  and,  behold,  thou  ai-t  in  misfortune,  because 
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thou  art  a  man  of  blnod.  Then  Raid  Ablsbai  the  son  of 
Zemiah  unto  the  king,  Why  should  this  dead  dcg  curse  my 
lord  the  king  ?  let  me  go  over,  I  pray  thee,  and  take  off  hia 
head.  And  the  king  said.  What  have  I  to  do  %vith  you,  ye 
sons  of  Zcruiali  ?  If  he  cursetli,  and  if  God  hath  said  unto 
him.  Curse  David;  who  then  shall  gay.  Wherefore  hast  thou 
done  80  ?  And  David  said  to  Ahinhai,  and  to  all  hia  scri'ants, 
Beholdj  my  son  seeketh  my  life:  how  much  more  this  Ben- 
jamite !  let  him  alone,  and  let  hiiiiii  curse ;  for  God  hath 
bidden  him.  It  may  be  that  God  will  look  on  my  affliction, 
and  will  requite  me  good  for  his  cursing  this  day.  And  na 
David  and  his  men  went  by  the  way,  Shimei  went  along  on 
the  Iiill  side  over  against  him,  and  cursed  as  he  went,  and 
threw^  stones  at  him,  and  cast  dust.  And  the  king,  and  all 
the  people  that  were  with  him,  came  weary  to  the  Jordan ; 
and  they  refreshed  themselves  there. 

And  Absalom,  and  all  the  men  of  Israel,  came  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  Ahithophel  with  liini.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
Hnshai  the  Archite,  David's  friend,  was  come  unto  Absalom, 
that  Hushai  said  unto  Absalom,  God  save  the  king,  God  save 
the  king.  And  Absalom  said  t<i  liushal.  Is  this  ttiy  kindness 
to  thy  friend  ?  why  weiitest  thou  not  with  thy  friend?  And 
Hushai  s:iid  unto  Absjilom,  Nay  ;  but  whom  this  people,  and 
all  the  men  of  Israel  choose,  bis  will  I  be,  and  with  him  will 
I  abide.  And  again,  wham  do  I  serve?  do  I  not  serve  his 
sou  ?   as  I  have  served  thy  father,  so  will  I  serve  his  son. 

Then  said  Absalom  to  Ahithophel,  Give  ctmnsel  among  you 
what  wc  shall  do.  And  Ahithophel  said  imto  Absalom,  Let 
me  now  choose  out  twelve  thousand  nten,  and  I  will  arise  aitd 
pursue  after  David  this  night :  and  1  will  come  upon  liini  while 
he  is  weary  and  weak  banded,  and  will  make  him  afnud  :  and 
all  the  people  that  are  with  him  shall  flee  ;  and  I  will  smite 
the  king  oidy  :  and  I  will  bring  back  all  the  people  unto  thee, 
as  a  bride  retumeth  unto  her  husband  :  thou  seekcst  but  the 
life  of  one  man,  and  all  the  people  shall  be  in  peace.  And 
the  saying  ]>!eased  Absalom  well,  ami  all  the  elders  of  Israel. 

Then  sidil  Absalom,  Call  now  Hushai  tfie  Arcbite  also,  and 
let  us  hear  likewise  what  he  suith.  And  when  Hushai  was 
come  to  Absalom,  Absalom  spake  unto  him,  saying,  Ahitho- 
phel hath  spoken  after  this  manner:  shall  wc  do  after  his 
saying?  if  not,  speak  thou.  And  Hushai  said  unto  Absalom, 
The  counsel  that  Ahithophel  hath  given  is  not  giiod  at  tliis 
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time.  For,  said  Hushai,  Thou  knowest  thy  father  and  his 
men,  that  they  be  niitfhty  men,  and  they  are  fierce  of  Bpmt, 
as  a  bear  robbed  of  her  whelps  in  the  field:  and  thy  father  is 
a  man  uf  war,  und  will  uut  lod^e  with  the  people.  Behold, 
he  i»  hid  now  in  some  pit,  or  in  some  other  phu^ :  and  it  n-ill 
come  to  pass,  wlien  some  of  them  l>e  fallen  at  the  first,  that 
whosoever  heareth  it  will  say.  There  is  a  slautrliter  amon^  the 
people  that  follow  Absalom.  And  even  he  that  is  valiant, 
whose  heart  in  us  the  heart  of  u  Hon,  shall  utterly  melt:  for 
all  Israel  knoweth  that  thy  father  is  a  mighty  man,  and  they 
who  Im"  with  him  are  valiant  men.  Therefore  I  counsel 
that  all  Israel  be  gathered  together  unto  thee,  from  Dan  even 
to  Beer-sheba,  as  the  sitnd  that  is  by  the  sea  for  multitude ; 
and  that  thou  go  thyself  in  their  undst.  So  shall  wc  come 
upon  him  in  some  place  where  he  ahull  he  found,  tmd  we  will 
light  upon  him  ii»  the  dew  falleth  on  the  gniund  :  and  of  him 
and  of  all  the  men  that  are  with  him  we  will  not  leave  so 
much  as  one.  Moreover,  if  he  he  gotten  into  a  city,  then 
shall  all  Israel  bring  ropes  to  that  city,  and  we  will  draw  it 
into  the  river,  until  tliere  he  not  one  small  stone  found  there. 
And  Absalom  and  all  the  men  of  Israel  said,  The  counsel  of 
Hushai  the  Archite  is  better  than  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel. 
For  God  had  devised  t-o  defeat  the  good  counsel  of  Ahitho- 
phel, to  the  intent  that  evil  tuiglit  eoine  upon  Absalom. 

Then  said  Husliai  unto  Zadok  and  Ui  Abiathar  the  priests. 
Thus  and  thus  did  Ahithophel  counsel  Absalom  and  the 
elders  of  Israel ;  and  thus  and  thus  have  I  counselled.  Now 
therefore  send  quickly,  and  tell  David,  saying.  Lodge  not  this 
night  at  the  fords  of  the  wilderness,  but  speedily  pass  over ; 
lest  the  king  be  swulk>wed  up,  and  all  the  people  that  are 
with  him.  Now  .Tonathaii  and  Ahinuuiz  stayed  hy  F^nntgel; 
an<l  a  maidservant  used  to  go  and  tell  tliem  j  and  they  went 
and  told  king  David :  for  they  might  not  be  seen  to  come 
into  the  city.  But  a  lad  saw  them,  and  told  Absalom:  and 
they  went  both  of  them  away  quickly,  and  came  to  a  man^a 
house  in  Bahurim,  who  liad  a  well  in  his  court,  whitlier  they 
went  down.  And  the  woman  took  and  spread  a  covering 
over  the  uell's  mouth,  aiul  scattered  ground  corn  thereon ; 
and  the  thing  was  not  known.  And  when  Absalom's  ser- 
vants came  to  the  woman  to  the  house,  they  said,  Where  are 
Ahimauz  and  .Tonathan  ?  And  the  wonmn  said  unto  them. 
They  be  gone  over  the  brook  of  M'ater.     And  when  they  had 
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sought  antl  could  not  find  theiii.  they  retviriied  U>  JcrnBulein. 
And  it  came  to  puss,  after  they  were  departed,  that  they 
L-amc  up  out  of  the  ivell,  and  went  and  told  king  David  ;  and 
they  sulci  uiili>  Omiil,  Arise  ye,  iind  pass  qu!ckly  over  the 
\vat(T :  for  thus  hath  Aliithopliel  counselled  aguiust  you. 
Then  D:ivi<3  arose,  and  all  the  people  that  were  yrith  him, 
and  they  passed  over  Jonlan :  by  the  moniin;;  lij?ht  there 
hicked  not  one  of  them  that  was  not  ffone  over  Jordan. 

And  when  Ahithophel  saw  that  liia  counsel  was  not  followed, 
he  saddled  his  ass.  and  arose,  and  jfat  him  lionie,  unto  his  city, 
ajid  put  hiiH  hoLisi>hc>]4l  in  order,  and  liauj^ed  himself;  and  he 
thed,  and  was  hurled  In  the  sepiilehre  of  his  father. 

Then  David  came  to  Mahanaira.  And  Absalom  passed 
over  Jordan,  he  and  ail  the  men  of  Isriiel  with  hiui.  And 
Absalom  made  Amusa  captain  over  the  host  instead  of  Joab. 
And  Israel  and  Absalom  pitched  in  the  hmd  of  Gilead. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  David  was  come  to  Mahanaini, 
that  Shobi  the  son  of  Nahash  froni  Uabhah  of  the  children  of 
Amnion,  and  Machir  the  son  of  Amnnei  from  Lo-debar,  and 
Barzillai  the  Giteaclile  from  Ko^felim,  brtuight  beds,  and 
coverlets,  and  pots,  and  earthen  vessels,  and  wheat,  and  barK^y, 
and  meal,  and  parched  ct}rn,  and  beans,  and  lentils,  and 
honey,  and  butter,  and  sheep,  iind  cheese  of  kine,  for  David, 
and  for  the  people  that  were  with  him,  to  eat :  for  they  said, 
The  people  is  hungry,  and  weary,  and  thirsty,  in  the 
wilclertiesa. 

And  David  ninnbered  the  people  that  were  with  him,  and 
set  captains  of  thousands  and  captains  of  hundreds  over  them. 
And  David  divided  his  army  in  tliree  parts,  a  third  part  under 
the  hand  of  Jcmf),  and  a  third  part  under  the  hand  of  Abishai 
the  son  of  Zerntah,  Jnab's  brother.  ;ind  a  third  pail  under  the 
hand  of  Ittai  the  fiittite.  And  tlie  king  said  unto  the  people, 
I  will  surely  go  forth  with  you  niyself  also.  But  the  people 
said.  Thou  shalt  not  go  forth  :  for  if  we  flee  away,  they  will 
nut  cure  for  us^  neither  if  half  of  us  <lie,  will  ibey  care  for 
us  :  but  thou  art  worth  ten  thousand  of  us  :  tberefoix*  now  it 
is  iK'tter  that  thou  be  prepared  to  succour  ns  out  of  the  city. 
And  the  king  said  unto  them.  What  seemeth  you  best  I  will 
do.  And  the  king  stood  by  the  gate  side,  and  all  the  people 
came  out  by  hundreds  anil  by  thousands.  And  the  king 
eonnnanded  Joab  and  Abishai  and  Ittai,  saying,  Deal  gently 
for  my  sake  with  the  young  man,  even  with  Absalom.     Anil 
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all  the  people  henni  when  the  kiug  gave  alt  the  captains 
charge  concreriiim;  Absiilom. 

So  the  ppoplf  went  mit  into  thefit'ld  ngjiinst  Tsriwl :  and  the 
battU'  M'as  in  the  f()restof  Mahjiimiin.  And  the  jteople  of  Israel 
were  smitten  there  before  the  men  of  David,  antl  tliere  was 
a  ^reat  sinugliter  there  that  day  of  twenty  thousiind  men. 
For  tlie  buttle  was  acuttered  over  the  fuce  uf  lUl  the  country  : 
hrid  the  wood  devoured  more  peoph"  timt  day  than  the  sword 
de^tmred.  And  Ahsahini  eame  jhtoss  some  of  David's  men. 
And  Absalom  rode  upon  bis  mule,  and  the  mule  went  niKlcr  the 
thick  houglis  of  ;l  great  oak.  and  his  head  caught  hold  of  the 
oak.  and  lit  linng  bctwetri  heaven  and  eurlli ;  and  the  mule 
that  was  midrr  him  ran  aM-ay.  And  a  cfrtahi  man  saw  it, 
and  tuld  Joab,  and  said.  Behold,  I  saw  Absalom  hanging  in 
an  oak.  Arnl  .losd)  suid  nntn  tlie  man  that  told  bim,  If  thou 
saH'Pst  him,  why  didst  thou  not  smite  him  there  to  the  ground  ? 
and  I  would  have  giien  thee  ten  pieces  of  silver  and  a  girdle. 
And  the  man  said  unto  Joab,  Though  I  should  ruccive  n 
thousand  plt'ces  of  silvtiv  in  mine  lumd,  yet  would  I  not  put 
forth  mine  hand  against  the  king's  son  :  for  in  onr  liriiriiig 
the  king  charged  thee  and  Abishai  and  Ittai,  saying,  Ha\*e 
a  care  of  the  young  man,  of  Absalom.  Othf  rwise  if  I  had 
dealt  falsely  Hgainst  his  life,  (and  there  is  no  matter  hid  fmni 
the  king,)  thou  thyself  M'cmhfest  not  have  shielded  me.  Then 
said  Joab,  I  may  not  fctrry  thus  with  thee.  And  he  took 
three  dart5  in  his  hand,  and  thrust  them  through  the  heart  of 
Absalom,  while  he  was  yet  alive  In  the  midst  of  the  oak. 
And  ten  young  men  that  liair  .Joab's  armour  drew  near  and 
sHiote  Absalom,  and  slew  him. 

An<l  .Io:jb  blew  the  trumpet,  and  the  people  returned  frtnn 
pursuing  after  Israel:  for  Joab  held  back  the  people.  And 
they  took  Absalom,  and  cast  liim  into  n  great  pit  in  the  wood, 
arul  laid  a  very  great  bean  oE  stones  upon  him :  unti  all  Israel 
fled  every  one  to  his  tent.  Then  said  Ahimaa/  the  son  of  Zadiik, 
Let  me  now  run,  .-iiid  hear  the  king  tidings,  how  that  Goil 
liath  avenged  him  of  his  eneniies;.  And  ,Toab  said  unto  him, 
Thou  shalt  not  he  the  bearer  of  tidings  this  day,  but  thou  shalt 
bear  tidings  another  day;  but  this  day  thou  slndt  bear  no 
tidings,  because  the  king's  soji  is  dead.  Then  aai<l  Joab  to 
the  (Jushite,  Go  ti'W  the  king  what  thou  hast  seen.  And  the 
Cnahite  bowed  himself  tmto  .Joab,  and  ran.  Tlien  said  Ahi- 
maa/. the  son  of  Zadok  yet  again  to  Joab,  Nevertheless,  let  me, 
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I  pray  thee,  iiIbo  run  uftcr  t}ic  Ctishltc.  And  Juab  siiid, 
WniTrftjn'  wilt  thou  run,  my  sttn,  m'eing  that  thou  wilt  have 
nn  r('C(uii[>t'iim!  fur  tlir  ticliii^^s  ?  Notwithstanding,  said  he, 
I  will  run.  And  he  Haiti  unto  hiin,  Hun.  Then  Ahimaax  ran 
by  the  way  nf  the  I'lain,  and  overran  the  Cushite. 

Now  Davitl  Hat  between  the  two  ^ates:  and  the  watchman 
went  up  U)  tlu"  i-onf  nf  the  ^ate  unto  the  wall,  and  lifted  up 
hln  cyeM,  and  hioknl,  acicl^  Indiold,  a  nuin  niiininE;  alone.  And 
the  watelnnii]i  eried,  and  told  the  kin^r.  And  the  king  said, 
If  he  he  alone,  there  is  tidint^s  in  his  mouth.  And  he  came 
apaei*,  and  ilrew  near.  Arul  the  watchman  saw  another  man 
runrniiK:  '"id  the  walchntan  ealled  into  the  gate,  and  said, 
Jlehohl,  aiuitlier  man  rutudn^  alone.  And  the  king  »uid.  He 
hIho  hriuKcth  tidinjLCH.  Acjd  the  wutchnian  »aid,  Me  thinketh 
the  riniriint;  of  the  foremost  is  like  the  running  of  Ahimaa/. 
the  Koii  of  Ziuink.  And  the  king  said,  He  is  a  good  man, 
and  roiofth  with  good  tidings.  And  Ahiuiua/  drew  near  and 
called,  and  saicl  untH>  the  king.  All  is  well.  And  lie  fell  down 
to  the  curth  njMm  IiIh  face  Iw'fore  the  king,  and  said^  Blessed 
1k'  the  U>rd  thy  God,  who  hath  delivered  up  the  men  that 
lifted  up  their  hand  against  my  lord  the  king.  And  tlie  king 
Haid,  Is  the  young  man  Absalom  safe?  And  Ahiraaaz 
aiiKwertMl,  When  Joab  sent  thy  Hervant,  I  aaw  a  great  tumult, 
hut  I  kneie  not  wfiut  it  was.  And  the  king  aaid,  Tuni  aside, 
and  stand  here.  And  he  turned  aside,  ami  stood  gtill.  And, 
bcliold,  the  Cushite  came;  and  the  Cushite  said,  Tidings  for 
my  lord  the  king:  for  God  hath  avenged  thee  this  day  of  all 
them  that  rose  up  against  thee.  And  the  king  said  unto  the 
CukIuU-,  Ih  the  young  man  Ahualom  safe?  And  the  Cushite 
answered.  The  enemies  of  my  lord  the  king,  and  all  that  rise 
against  thee  t«  do  thee  hurt,  he  as  that  young  man  is.  Then 
the  king  shuddered,  and  went  up  to  the  ehamber  over  the 
gate,  and  wept :  and  as  he  went,  thus  he  said,  O  my  eon 
Absalom,  n^y  win,  my  son  Ahaalom  !  would  God  1  had  died 
in  thy  st^'ftd,  O  Alisaloni,  my  wtn,  my  son  ! 

And  it  was  told  Joalj,  Behold,  the  king  weepeth  and 
mourneth  for  Absalom.  And  the  victory  that  day  was  turned 
ijito  mourning  unto  all  the  people :  for  the  people  heard  say 
that  day  how  the  king  waa  grieved  for  his  son.  And  the 
people  gat  thrm  by  stealtli  that  day  into  the  city,  as  people 
being  ashamed  steal  away  when  they  flee  in  battle.  And  the 
king  covered  his  face,  and  the  king  cried  with  a  loud  voice. 
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0  my  aon  Absuluui,  O  Abutluiii,  iny  son,  my  son !  And 
Joah  ctinie  Into  the  hnuHc^  to  tlir  kini^,  iimi  naid,  Tlitiu  hngt 
Rhamed  this  day  tlie  faces  nf  all  tliy  servants,  u-tio  tliis  Hay 
liiive  saved  thy  life,  and  the  lives  of  thy  sons  nnd  of  thy 
daughters,  and  the  lives  of  thy  wives;  in  that  ihuu  loveat 
thine  enL*niU!s  and  hatest  thy  friends.  Kor  thou  hast  declared 
this  day,  that  princes  and  senanttt  are  nothiiig  to  tliee :  Fnr 
this  day  I  perceive,  that  if  Absalom  had  lived,  and  all  we  had 
died  this  day,  then  it  had  pleased  thee  well.  Now  therefove 
arise,  go  fortli,  and  speak  comfortably  unto  thy  servants:  for 

1  swear  if  thou  {{o  not  forth,  there  will  not  tarry  one  with  thee 
this  nig-ht:  and  that  will  be  worse  unto  thee  than  all  the  evil 
that  befell  thee  from  thy  youth  until  now.  Then  the  king 
arose,  and  sat  in  the  gate.  And  they  told  unto  all  the  people, 
saying.  Behold,  the  king  doth  sit  in  the  gaW:  and  all  the 
people  came  before  the  king. 

This  lon/r  section  of  tbe  i-evolt  aud  death  i>f  Aljsoli>m  presents  no 
particidiir  difficulties.  How  liMike  and  vivid  tlie  narrative  is — 
onft  of  the  befit  exampteB  of  classic  Hebrew  prosv,  written  too  in  nil 
probability  not  very  long  after  tlie  events*  which  it  dLscrilus,  We 
shall  hear  in  the  next  aecliou  that  Meribbaal  was  perliaps  quite 
iuiiocent  of  the  treacbfry  wliinh  Zilia  imputt-s  to  him.  But  his 
innocence  is  left  unceitKin.  and  David,  as  we  sbiil]  see,  was  himself 
unoertain  too.  David's  forhearauce  to  Rbimei  in  veiy  striking. 
It  is  Imaed  upon  bis  faith  iu  God.  Biicauefl  David  bt^Ueved  that 
Absalom's  revolt  was  Goil-willed,  be  held  his  peace  at  Sbiniei's 
insulenco,  nnd  forgave  him  nt  his  return.  Of  etjui*s«  Ihe  advice  uf 
Ahithophel  was  far  better  than  Hu^lmi's  prt;tended  good  couneeL 
Thrcjugb  the  delay  David  ivas  ftblu  to  collect  a  considerable  army. 
The  Kloi'y  readies  its  cutminatioa  of  interest  and  beauty  in  David's 
apony  at  the  DtwsLof  Absnlum  s  death.  Rebellion  and  ingratitude 
cannot  dsistroy  his  love.  This  ie  another  etiiking  instance  of  the 
noble  elflments  in  David's  cbaracler. 

§  1 2.  We  DOW  hear  bow  David  returned  to  Ids  capital,  and  of  the 
after-effects  of  Abaalom'a  rebellion. 

Now  Israel  had  fled  every  man  to  his  tent.  And  all  the 
people  were  at  strife  througjiout  ail  the  tribes  of  Israel,  saying. 
The  king  delivered  us  out  of  the  hund  of  our  enemies,  and 
he  saved  us  out  of  the  Imnd  of  the  Philistines ;  and  now  he 
is  fled  out  of  the  land  from  Absalom.  And  Absalom,  whom 
we  anointed  over  us,  is  dead  in  battle.     Now  therefore  why 
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do  ye  delay  to  hriiig  the  king  back  ?  And  what  Israel  sjiid 
ciune  unto  the  king^. 

And  the  king  sent  to  Zadok  and  to  Abiathar  the  priests, 
aayini;,  Speak  unto  the  elders  of  Juduli,  sriyiug',  VVIiy  are  ye 
hiickward  to  brJDig  the  kin;^  liaek  to  hia  house  ?  Yv  are  my 
brethren,  ye  H,re  my  1k>ijcb  and  my  HcbIi  :  wherefore  then  are 
Ve  backward  to  hrin^  back  the  king  f  And  say  ye  to  Amiisa, 
Art  thou  not  of  my  bone  and  of  my  flesli  ?  God  do  fio  to  tne> 
and  more  also,  if  thou  be  not  captain  of  the  host  before  me 
continually  in  tlie  room  of  Joab.  And  lie  buwed  the  heart 
of  all  the  men  of  Judah,  even  as  the  heart  of  one  man  ;  so 
that  they  sent  M'ord  unto  the  king-.  Return  thou,  and  all  tliy 
servants.  So  the  king  returned,  and  came  to  Jordan.  And 
Judah  came  to  Gilgal,  to  go  to  l^leet  the  king,  to  conduct 
the  king  over  Jordan. 

And  Shiraei  the  eon  of  Gera,  the  Bcnjaniite,  who  was  of 
Bahnrinij  liasted  an<l  came  down  with  the  men  of  Ju<hih  to 
meet  king  David.  And  there  were  a  thousand  men  of  Ben- 
jamin w  ith  him.  And  Ziba  the  servant  of  the  house  of  Saul, 
and  hia  fifteen  sons  and  liis  twenty  servants  vvitli  iiini,  sped 
down  t«  Jordan  before  the  king,  and  crossed  over  the  ford  in 
order  to  bring  over  the  king's  householdj  and  to  do  what  be 
thought  good.  And  Shimei  the  son  of  Gera  fell  down  before 
the  king,  us  lie  was  about  to  pass  over  Jordan.  And  lie  said 
unto  the  king,  Let  not  my  lord  impute  iniquity  unto  me, 
neither  do  thou  remember  that  whieli  tliy  servant  diil  per- 
versely the  day  that  my  lord  the  hing  went  out  of  JcrLisalem, 
that  the  king  should  take  it  to  his  heart.  For  thy  servant 
doth  know  that  I  have  sinned:  therefore,  behold,  1  am  come 
this  day  the  first  of  all  the  house  of  Joseph  to  go  down  to 
meet  my  lord  the  king.  But  Abislmi  the  son  of  Zerulah 
answered  and  said,  Shall  not  Sliimei  be  put  to  death  for  tins, 
because  he  cursed  God's  anointed  ?  .Vnd  Davif]  .sai(i.  What 
have  1  to  do  with  yon,  ye  sons  of  Zeniiah,  that  ye  should  this 
day  be  tempters  unto  mo?  shall  there  any  man  be  put  to 
death  1 1  lis  day  in  Israel?  for  do  not  I  know  that  I  am  this 
day  king  ovrr  Israel  ?  So  the  king  said  unto  Shimei,  Thou 
shalt  not  die.     And  the  king  sware  unto  him. 

And  MeribbuHl  tlie  son  of  Saul  came  down  to  meet  the 
king;  and  he  had  neither  dressed  his  feet,  nor  trininied  his 
beurd,  nor  washed  Ins  clothes,  from  the  day  the  king  departed 
until  the  day  he  came  again  in  peace.     And  it  came  to  ^na», 
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when  hp  came  from  Jerusalem  to  meet  the  king,  that  the 
king  said  unto  hini,  Whpn'fitre  wcntest  thou  not  u'Jth  me. 
MerihiKtal  r  And  he  :insweredj  My  lord,  O  king,  my  scnant 
deceived  nie :  for  thy  senant  said.  Saddle  nic  au  ass,  that 
I  Duiy  ride  thereun.  and  go  to  the  king ;  beetiu-se  thy  ser^-ant 
ie  hime.  And  he  huth  slandered  thy  servant  unto  my  lord 
the  king;  hut  my  lord  the  king  in  nn  an  angel  of  iitxl :  do 
therefore  what  is  good  in  thine  eyes.  For  all  my  father's  house 
were  but  dead  men  before  my  lord  the  king:  yet  didst  tho\i 
set  thy  servant  among  them  that  did  eat  at  tliint'  own  table. 
What  right  therefore  have  1  yet  to  crj*  any  nuire  unto  the 
king  ?  And  the  king  said  unto  him,  AV  hy  siKvikest  thou  any 
more  words?  1  say.  Thou  and  Ziba  divide  the  land.  And 
Meribbaal  saiil  unto  the  king.  Yea.  let  him  take  all,  fontsmueh 
as  my  lord  the  king  is  cume  in  peaee  unto  his  own  house. 

And  Uur/illai  the  Ciileadite  came  down  from  Uogelim;  and 
he  went  down  to  the  Jordan  with  the  king,  to  eonduet  him 
over  Jontan.  Now  Bar/.illai  was  a  very  »ge«J  man,  even  four- 
score years  old  :  and  he  had  provided  the  king  with  sustenance 
while  he  lay  at  Mahanaim  ;  for  he  was  a  very  rich  mati. 
And  the  king  said  unto  Bar/illai.  Come  thou  over  with  uu<. 
and  1  M-ill  sustain  thine  old  age  with  me  in  Jerusalem.  Ami 
Har/illai  said  unto  the  king,  How  long  have  I  to  live,  that 
I  should  go  up  with  the  king  unto  Jerusalem  ':  I  am  this  day 
fourscore  years  old :  can  I  discern  between  good  and  hud  ? 
Can  thy  servant  taste  wlmt  1  eat  or  what  1  drink  r  can  I  hear 
any  mure  tlie  voice  of  singing  men  niul  singing  women  ? 
wherefore  then  should  thy  servant  he  yet  a  bunlen  unto  my 
lord  the  king?  Tfiy  servant  would  but  just  go  a  little  way 
with  the  king:  and  why  should  the  king  reeompense  it  ine 
with  such  a  reward?  Let  thy  servant.  I  pray  thee,  turn 
back  again,  that  1  may  die  in  mine  own  city,  hy  the  grave  of 
my  father  and  my  mother.  But  behold,  thy  servant  ('him- 
ham ;  let  him  go  over  with  uiy  lortl  the  king;  and  do  to  him 
what  shall  seem  good  unto  thee.  And  the  king  answeretl, 
Chindinm  sliall  go  over  with  me,  and  1  ivill  do  to  him  that 
which  shall  seem  good  unto  thee:  and  whataoever  thou  sliah 
require  of  me,  that  will  I  do  for  thee.  And  jdl  the  people 
went  over  Jordan,  and  the  king  went  over:  and  the  king 
kisst^d  Bar/illai,  and  blessed  him  :  and  he  returned  unto  his 
own  place. 

So  the  king  went  over  to  Gilgul,  aiid  Cliiiuham  went  over 
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with  hint :  and  ;i!l  the  people  of  Jud;th  escorted  the  king',  and 
als-o  half  the  people  of  Israel.  And,  behold,  all  the  rest  of 
the  men  of  Israel  drew  near  and  carae  to  the  kinij,  ELrid  said, 
Why  havp  our  hrethreii  the  men  of  Jmlah  stolen  thpp  away, 
and  hrouffht  the  kinp;,  and  \m  household,  over  Jonlrin,  and 
all  David^s  men  with  him  r  And  all  the  men  of  Judah 
ansn'crcd  the  men  of  Israel,  Beciiuse  the  Uing  is  near  of  kin 
to  ua :  wherefore  theu  be  ye  angry  lor  this  matter?  have  we 
eaten  at  all  of  the  kiiijf'a  coat  ?  or  hath  there  beeti  aught 
g'ained  by  na  ?  And  the  men  of  Israel  answered  the  nieii  of 
Judah,  and  said,  We  have  ten  parts  in  the  king,  and  I  am 
also  the  firstborn  rather  than  thou :  why  then  do  ye  despise 
us  f  and  was  not  our  advice  the  first  to  bring  back  our  kuig  ? 
But  the  words  of  the  men  of  Judah  were  yet  fiercer  than  the 
words  of  the  men  of  Israel. 

And  there  happened  tx>  be  there  a  worthlesB  niRn,  whose 
name  was  Sheba,  the  son  of  Bichri,  a  Benjamite :  and  he 
blew  the  trumpet,  and  said,  We  have  no  pant  in  David,  neither 
have  we  inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse  :  e\'ery  ntan  to  his 
tents,  O  Israel.  So  every  man  of  Israel  deserted  Da^id,  and 
followed  Sheba  the  son  of  Bichri :  but  the  men  of  Judah 
clave  unto  their  kinjE;,  from  Jordan  even  to  Jentsaleni. 

Then  said  the  king  to  Amasa,  Assemble  me  the  men  ot 
Judah  within  three  days,  and  be  thou  here  present.  So 
Amasa  went  to  aBscmble  the  men  of  Judah  :  but  lie  tarried 
longer  than  the  set  time  wbieh  David  had  appointed  him. 
And  David  said  to  Joah,  Now  shall  Sheba  the  son  of  Bichri 
do  us  more  harm  than  did  Absalom :  take  thou  thy  lord'a 
aervatita,  and  pursue  after  him,  lest  he  get  liim  fenced  cities, 
and  cause  us  great  mischief.  So  Joab  went  out  with  Abiahai 
and  his  troops,  and  theCherctldtes  and  the  Pelethitcs,  and  all 
the  mighty  men  :  and  they  went  out  of  Jerusalemj  to  pursue 
after  Sheba  the  son  of  Bichri. 

When  they  were  at  the  great  stone  which  is  in  Gibeon, 
Amasa  came  to  meet  them.  And  Joab  had  a  aword  in  his 
hand  underneath  hia  warrior's  dress,  and  over  it  he  was  girt 
with  a  sword  fastened  upon  hia  loins  in  the  sheath  thereof; 
and  as  he  went  forth  it  fell  out.  And  Joah  said  to  Amasa, 
Art  thou  in  health,  my  brother?  And  Joab  took  Amasa  by 
the  beard  with  his  right  hand  to  kiss  him.  But  Amasa  took 
no  heed  to  the  sword  that  was  in  Joab's  hand  :  so  he  smote 
him  therewith  in  the  belly,  and  shed  out  his  bowels  to  the 
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§^und,and  struck  him  not  again;  and  he  dietL  And  Joab 
and  Abishai  his  brother  piirsuotl  after  Shel»a  the  son  of  Biohri. 
And  there  sUkh\  over  him  one  of  Joab^s  younj;  men,  and  said, 
He  that  favoureth  Joub,  and  he  that  is  for  l>.)\id.  let  him 
£oUow  Joiib.  And  when  tlio  mini  suw  tlint  all  the  pcuuU* 
stood  8tUl,  he  carried  Amnsa  out  uf  the  high  w:iy  into  the  field, 
and  cast  a  garment  over  him,  when  he  tawr  that  every  one  that 
came  by  him  stood  still.  When  he  was  removed  ovit  of  the 
high  way.  all  the  i)eople  went  on  after  Joab,  to  pursue  after 
Shcba  tlic  sou  uf  Blfliri. 

And  Sheba  passed  through  all  the  trilies  of  Ismel  unto  Abel, 
and  all  the  Bichrites  gathered  together,  and  went  iu  after 
him  into  the  city.  And  Joab  and  his  army  came  and 
be&ieged  him  in  Abel,  and  they  cast  up  a  batik  against  the 
city,  and  it  stowl  against  the  outmost  wall :  and  all  the  people 
that  were  with  Juab  battered  the  wall,  to  thnnv  it  down. 
Then  cried  a  wise  woman  out  t)f  the  citv.  Hear,  hear  ;  siiy, 
1  pray  yon,  unto  Joab,  Conte  near  hither,  that  I  may  speak 
with  thee.  And  he  came  near  imto  her;  and  tlie  woman 
said.  Art  thou  Joab  ?  And  be  answered,  I  am.  Then  she 
said  unto  him,  Hear  the  words  of  tlune  luuuhnaid.  And  he 
answerefl,  I  do  hear.  Then  she  spaUe,  saying.  They  were 
wont  to  speak  in  old  time,  saying,  Let  thoni  ask  in  Abel  anil 
in  Dan  whether  anything  had  ever  there  come  to  iiii  enci 
wliich  the  faithful  uf  Israel  had  estjib]i»licd :  thou  seekest 
to  destroy  a  city  and  a  mother  in  Israel:  why  wilt  thou, 
ftwallow  us  up  ?  And  Joab  answered  and  said.  Far  be  it, 
far  be  it  from  me^  that  I  should  swallow  up  or  dcKtnty.  The 
matter  is  not  so:  but  a  mJin  of  the  hill  country  of  F.phraim. 
Sheba  the  son  of  Hiehri  by  name,  luith  lifted  up  his  hand 
against  the  king,  even  ugaiiist  David:  deliver  him  only,  and 
I  will  depart  from  the  city.  And  the  woman  said  unto  Jouh, 
fiehold,  his  head  shall  be  thrown  to  Hive  c>ver  the  wall. 
Then  the  wonnati  [lersuaded  all  tlie  |M'ople  in  her  wisdom 
to  cut  off  the  head  of  Sheba  the  son  of  Bichri,  and  to  thniw 
it  out  to  Joab.  Arid  fie  blew  the  truntpct,  and  they  withdrew 
from  the  city,  L'very  uuni  to  Jiis  leut.  And  Joab  returned  to 
JcriistUem  itnto  the  king. 

It  was,  I  auppoee,  because  David  realized  tliat  Abftalum's  dtMitli 
waf^  due  to  Joiib  tlmt  he  put  Anjn^a  iti  Joiib's  [ilacc  fi9  oinninnmler- 
in-cliief.  .Tonb,  cruel  and  fierce  us  lie  was,  had  alwjtye  hpeii  fuithful 
to  David,  whcreus  Aniasa  bad  det^ei'tetL  tO'  Abualum.     Tliough  Juab 
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ftirgBve  Pavid,  he  did  uot  forgive  Araasti,  and  his  bands  are 
stained  with  one  more  ninrder.  The  meaning  of  the  snyiug  of 
the  XFis^  voman  of  AIk;!  is,  tlmt  Joiih  wan  ahtiut  to  destroy  a  city 
which  had  been  always  gpecially  faithful  nud  loyal  to  old  Israelite 
urdiuQUcett  aud  trndittuus. 

The  revolt  of  Absalom  is  almost  the  Isst  historical  event  of 
which  we  hear  in  the  reign  of  David.  He  died  at  a  ripe  old 
ag**,  and  was  succeeded  by  Lis  son  Solomon.  It  waa  uot  entirely 
H  peaceful  or  undisputed  succession,  far  there  wag  an  elder  son  called 
Adonijdh.  whose  chiima  were  set  aside  by  David  at  the  instigation 
of  Solomon  and  of  his  mother  Bath-sheba.  And  soon  after  Lis 
AcceBsion,  Solomon,  in  true  caBtern  despot  fashion,  put  Adonijah 
to  deatli.  But  1  do  not  propo&e  to  say  more  about  Adonijah  in 
this  place.  Yet  befiiro  going  on  with  the  reip'u  of  Solomon,  there 
is  still  something  more  to  bo  said  of  Duvid  himself.  And  what 
there  in  to  Fay  is  W)  different  in  character  as  to  require  a  chapter 
to  itself. 
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CHAPTER  X 


§  I.  TnB  character  of  David  waa  many  sided  and  full  of  contrasts. 
To  us  who  judge  hiiu  by  modern  standards  th<]  tmd  eloments  in  it 
stand  out  atmost  us  clearJy  as  the  elements  of  goodne&s  «ud  of 
greatness.  But  to  his  couteniporaries  the  good  and  tlie  attractive 
predominated  largely  over  the  rqiuUivo  Jind  tlic  evil,  for  Dstvid's 
faults  were  mainly  the  faults  of  every  sntct.'ssful  warrior  and 
stateEman  of  his  ftge,  and  theiefnre  were  little  recognized  as  hucIi. 
When,  as  in  the  cuse  of  Bath-shftbSj  he  exceejled  the  licence  of  the 
time,  his  siucerc  repentance  was  as  coiispicuous  an  Ids  sin.  We  see 
that  he  ini^pirt^d  among  Lis  friends  and  iidln^renCa  gaiuine  and  even 
[laesionate  devotion,  and  the  very  attnicfiveuesB  of  his  nature  serves 
him  in  good  stead  when  he  ie  playing  a  part  in  hia  relations  witii 
Achbh,  king  of  Gath. 

David  W!is  a  great  patriot.  He  loved,  his  cotintry  well,  and 
did  not,  like  his  aueL-eSBor,  oppress  ami  impoverish  it  hy  cntel 
taxation  and  wxtsU-ful  display.  He  waa  a  mighty  uml  successful 
warrior;  he  Tuled  over  a  united  Israel;  in  epite  of  many  reversce 
and  calamities  he  made  his  kingdom  powerfuil,  respected,  prosperous. 
The  reign  of  the  Ci-st  kinr»  of  Israel  had  ended  in  gloom  and 
in  disaster,  but  David  vnucjinBhed  the  Philiatineg  for  good  and  all, 
mid  his  own  long  reigu  ended  quietly  in  pence  and  tplendour. 
Thus  t]ie  age  of  David  was  a  contrast  to  all  that  had  preceded  it  and 
to  all  that  was  to  come.  As,  Ihon'ftJre,  David  waa  an  ideal  king  to 
the  men  of  his  own  age,  so  he  remained  the  ideal  king  1<;  the  ages 
that  followed  him.  But  he  could  oidy  remain  the  ideal  king  by  hia 
character  becoming,  as  we  eay,  idealized.  Tor  men's  ideals  of 
goodness  and  greatness  change  and  vary  (and  on  tho  whole  for 
the  better)  from  age  to  age,  so  that  if  the  hero  of  one  age  ia 
to  remain  the  ideal  hero  of  another,  the  conception  of  his  character 
muBt  gmdually  bo  modified.  Men  put  or  rend  into  the  actunl 
character  all  that  they  are  fain  to  believe  was  really  thLTe,  And 
thus  even  as  the  real  David  answered  to  the  ideal  of  hia  own  age, 
BO  an  idealised  David  was  made  to  answer  to  the  ideal  of  ages  to 
come. 
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First  of  all  then  I>iivid  lieconiea  aud  remaiiiB  the  ideal  Hetrew 
kiug.  In  days  of  trouble  and  of  WfakncKa,  in  diiyB  of  exile  and 
depreHEion,  tlie  heroic  figuve  of  David  lutmied  large  in  the  popular 
JaiiiginRtirm.  aud  when  men  dreamed  of  a  great  king  to  come  wbo 
Khould  deliver  Isruel  from  his  enemies  and  secure  a  frolden  age  of 
proBperity  and  riglitt'ouBuess,  they  thouj^ht  of  hitu  not  only  as  a 
scion  of  David's  race,  but  liiniscif  as  a  second  I^aTid.  possessed  of 
all  the  idealized  gloiy  and  eublimity  of  hie  great  progenitor. 

§  2.  "But  David  was  not  merely  the  ideal  kiag  from  the  point  of 
new  of  emancipation  and  of  war.  HewaBako  theidenl  liin^  because 
he  was  genuinely  devoted  lo  tlie  national  religion,  the  tirm  friend 
(if  pioplict  and  of  pritet.  From  this  point  of  view  too  his  character 
was  idealized,  because  nien'a  ideas  of  nlif^ion  aud  of  piety  are  also 
changed  aud  inodified  from  age  to  age.  Moreover,  David  was 
a  fatnons  ainger  and  tuuyiKiau,  a  potft  too  of  no  mean  capacity,  to 
judge  by  hie  nolile  lamentation  over  Jonathan  and  Sauh  Taking 
these  two  facts  together,  it  is  not  surprising  that  when  Hebrew 
poetry  Iwcame  more  and  more  exclusively  religioua  [so  that  the 
ideal  poet  was  the  religious  poi-t)  men  were  wont  to  ascribe  the 
natlootil  hjiniip,  as  tbey  increased  and  wero  collected,  to  David,  the 
ideal  poet,  even  as  they  aecrihed  the  national  lawn  to  ^rofes, 
thu  ideal  lef,d(iIa.tor.  "We  still  have  preserved  to  uh  in  the  Bible 
a  uniquely  beautiful  colleclion  of  theae  hymns  (150  in  number), 
known  now  as  the  l?oak  of  Psaline.  Of  these  150  hymns,  .some 
se-yeoty-tbree  rtre  asci-ibed  by  tlieir  '  licadiuga  '  to  David.  Thus  the 
Psalms  of  David  have  become  famotis  all  the  world  over,  though  it 
is  quite  possible  that  none  of  the  seventy-three  are  rightly  ascribed 
to  him.  Happily  this  uncertninty  doe&  not  idl'ect  their  beauty,  any 
more  than  the  uncertainty  about  the  similar  aatliorshlp  of  the 
Mosaic  laws  affects  their  value. 

§  3,  Of  the  pevcuty-three  Davidic  Paalms  eome  are  not  merely 
headpd' A  Psnhnof  I^avid,'  but  ai-e  refeiTtd  to  that  particular  period 
in  his  life  for  wliiiih,  in  the  eyes  of  the  editor-  Ihey  Beemed  a|>- 
propriate.  And  in  order  that  we  may  see  what  port  of  thouglils 
appeartd  to  the  later  Hebrews  to  fit  in  with  David's  character  and 
c?aiefr  in  cerlnid  iiiipurtant  events  of  his  life,  I  will  quote  a  few  of 
these  pfti>hn8  here,  though  not  in  their  entiiefy. 

The  folU)wing  Hymn  is  called  'A  psalm  of  David  when  he  Had 
before  Absalom,  kis  son/ 

Lord,  how  nre  they  increastid  that  trouble  me : 
Mnny  nrc  they  that  rise  up  Hg'nitmt  me. 
Many  there  be  who  say  of  my  soul. 
There  is  no  help  for  him  in  Uod. 
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But  tliuu,  O  Gud,  avt  a  shii-ld  uruuiif]  me ; 

My  g'lory,  and  the  lifter  up  u\'  miiK'  lipad. 

I  cried  unto  God  with  my  voice. 

And  lie  answered  me  out  of  his  holy  habitation. 

I  luid  me  down  jind  slept ; 

I  awaked  ;   For  God  susttiineth  uie. 

I  will  not  be  afraid  of  ten  thousands  of  people. 

That  have  set  tiieniselves  apunst  me  nmuil  uljout. 

Arise  and  save  me,  O  my  Ciod  : 

Salvation  belon^eth  unto  thee: 

Thy  blessing  be  upon  thy  people. 

The  foHowiHg  Hymn  is  headed  '  A  paalni  of  David,  tlie  servant 
of  God,  who  B|Hikt:  the  words  of  tins  song  ou  the  day  (hut  Uod 
deiivcTcd  him  from  nil  his  eiiemiea  and  fruiii  llie  haud  uf  Stud.' 

God  is  my  rock  in  my  tdlliclion, 

He  is  my  deliverer. 

My  God  is  my  rock,  to  whom  I  take  refuge. 

My  shieUd  and  the  horn  of  my  salvation ; 

He  is  my  fortress  and  my  refuge. 

My  saviour^  who  saveth  me  from  nolence. 

I  will  rail  u(H)n  God,  who  is  H-orthy  to  he  praised : 

So  shall  I  l)e  saved  from  mine  enemies. 

For  waves  aiid  breakers  had  compassed  me. 

Deceitful  floods  had  made  me  afraid. 

In  my  disti-ess  I  called  u|H»n.  God, 

And  he  heard  my  voice^ 

And  my  cry  entered  into  his  ears. 

He  looked,  and  the  eaith  trembled, 

The  foundations  of  heaven  moved 

And  were  shaken,  because  he  was  wroth. 

There  went  up  a  snioke  out  of  hia  noetrils, 

And  fire  out  of  his  mouth  devoure<l : 

Coals  were  kindled  by  it. 

He  bowed  the  heavens  also,  and  came  down ; 

And  darkness  was  under  his  feet. 

And  he  r<Mle  upon  a  cherub,  and  did  fly : 

Yea,  he  was  poised  upon  the  w'ings  of  the  wind. 

And  he  made  darkness  a  pavilion  round  about  hini, 

Darkness  of  waters,  thick  clouds  of  the  skies. 

At  the  brightness  before  him 

Hail  and  coats  of  fire  broke  forth. 
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God  thundered  from  heaven. 

And  the  Most  High  uttered  his  voice. 

And  he  sent  out  arrows,  and  scattered  thp.m  j 

Lightning'j  and  discomfited  them. 

Tlien  the  channels  of  the  sea  appeared. 

The  foundations  of  the  world  were  discovered. 

At  the  rebuking  of  God, 

At  the  blast  of  tlie  breath  of  his  nnstrils. 

He  reached  out  from  on  high,  he  took  me  j 

He  drew  me  out  of  great  waters  ; 

He  delivered  me  from  my  strong  enemy, 

From  them  that  hated  me ;  for  they  were  too  strong 
for  me. 

They  came  upon  me  in  the  day  of  my  calamity : 

But  God  was  my  stay. 

He  brought  me  forth  alao  into  a  large  place  : 

He  delivered  me,  because  he  delighted  in  me. 

God  rewarded  me  according  to  my  rigliteonsneas : 

According  to  the  cleanness  of  my  hands  hath  he  recom- 
pensed me. 

Ft)r  I  have  ke]Jt  the  ways  of  God, 

And  have  not  wickedly  departed  from  my  God. 

For  all  liis  judgements  were  before  mo  : 

And  from  bin  statutes  I  did  not  depart. 

I  was  also  flawlens  towanl  lum. 

And  I  ke^jt  myself  from  iiiitjuity. 

Therefore  hath  God  recompensed  me  according  to  my 
righteousnesa ; 

According  to  the  cleanness  of  my  hands  in  his  eyes. 

With  the  merciful  thou  wilt  shew  tliyself  merciful, 

AVith  the  upright  man  thou  wilt  sliew  thyself  upright ; 

With  the  pure  thou  wilt  shew  thyself  pure ; 

And  with  the  perverse  thou  wilt  shew  thyself  froward. 

And  the  afflicted  people  thou  wilt  save  : 

But  the  eyes  of  the  haughty  thou  bringest  down. 

For  thou  art  my  lamp,  O  Gud  : 

And  God  is  n  light  to  my  darkness. 

As  for  Godj  his  way  is  perfect : 

The  word  of  God  is  well-tried. 

He  is  a  shield  to  all  who  trust  in  him. 

For  who  is  a  refuge,  save  God  ? 

Who  is  a  rock  beside  him  ? 
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God  girdetli  iik*  with  strength ; 
He  maketh  my  path  plain. 
He  maketh  my  feet  like  tiimly*  feet ; 
Ami  aettetli  me  uii  lii^h  phices. 
He  teacheth  my  han<is  t«  war  ; 
So  that  mine  antis  do  t>en()  a  Ixnr  of  brass. 
Thou  hjist  piven  me  the  shield  of  thy  salvation, 
And  thy  lowliness  hath  made  nie  great. 
Therefore  1  will  give  ihaiika  unto  thee,  O  God,  among  the 
nations. 

And  will  sing  pniises  to  thy  name. 
Great  deliverance  jfiveth  he  to  his  king; 
And  sheweth  lovingklnduess  to  his  uuoiuted. 
To  David  and  his  seed,  for  evermore. 

There  «re  sevcntl  difficulties  which  may  disturb  the  reader  iu 
this  magnificent  hymn,  huL  I  cuiiuut  explain  or  deal  fully  with 
them  flII  in  this  place. 

(i)  It  speaks  of  Ood,  aa  we  «ay,  mtiaphcrkaUy.  It  speaks  of 
hitn  aa  if  ho  wei-e  a  great  waiTiur  who  comes  down  from  the  sklea 
to  light.  It  describee  iiim  aa  lulling  part  in  a.  very  mntcrial  tort 
of  WBy  in  a  human  battle,  Aiitl  tftking  sides  with  one  of  the  con- 
tending parties.  This  way  of  talking  about  God  Ih  very  freriuent, 
in  Hebrew  poetry,  hut  we  muet  not  for  a  rantuetit  suppose  that 
the  poeta  meant  to  describe  something  reaL  It  Vi'as  a  mere 
metaphor.     NcTcrtheless 

(2)  we  foel  that  the  psalra  breathea  n  more  martial  K])irlt  than 
wfl  are  accuetomed  to  associate  witli  reHgion,  Uod  touches  the 
fighter  how  to  fight,  ftiid  the  warrior  exults  in  Ids  prowess  and  in 
ite  ropults.  He  exuUts  iu  the  overthrow  of  the  enemy.  It  is  all 
very  natuml  and  aiiicerOj  and  there  is  no  suspicion  in  the  mind  of 
the  author  that  he  ia  not  perfectly  ju&tifieii  in  nil  his  triumph. 
Yet  it  ia  clearly  uot  the  highest  type  of  relifjion  nor  the  highest 
type  of  religious  poetry.  To  the  Psalmist  because  man  is  a  fighter, 
therefore  God  is  n.  fig-Jiter  too.  It  is  often  said  that  man  makes  his 
idea  of  Ood  in  his  own  huma]i  image.  Tn  one  eeuse  this  is 
ttectssaTily  true.  Wc  can  onlj'  think  of  God  with  our  human  reawm 
and  therefore  humanly.  KigliteouBuess  and  love  are  tie  liigheat 
qualities  we  know  in  tuan,  and  therefore  we  suppose  that  they 
form  the  e&sence  of  Gotl.  Bat  we  must  take  cure  that  it  is  really 
only  the  very  highest  aud  purest  human  qunlities  which  we  ascribe 
to  God,  aud  we  must  avoid  pushing  the  likeness  too  far.  It  iB 
Oidy  the  purest  virtues  of  mind  and  soul  that  we  dare  ascribe, 
even  in  tJieh-  most  perfect  excellence,  to  God.     Unfortunately  men 
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have  been  too  apt  to  ascribe  to  bim  nlao  somt*  of  thi'ir  own  bmiimi 
|)aPRliiii8,  wcjikiiesFes,  nn<i  imperftctiorifj-  To  orgiie  tbnt  because 
man  is  a  figliter,  tJiert'foi-e  Qo<i  is  a  fif^hter,  is  n  ileduction  doabt- 
fiil  ill  logic  ami  dangerous  in  retiguin.  Aud  yot  tlien.'  is  one  Bouae 
(partly  realized  by  the  Pealmist)  in  wliicli  a  mini's  fiylit  uiay  be 
legiirdeU  as  a  diviue  fight  too.  For  our-  biiniiui  life  is  a  conetaut 
battle  between  good  tiiiil  evil,  n  battle  in  which  we  must  ever  have 
our  Bword  girt  and  bp  ever  rea<ly  to  draw  it  and  iife  it  in  the  fight. 
Aud  if  God  in  Ihat  scn«M  m  nat  it  fiyhter  too,  it  is  ouly  because 
witli  biiii  tbo  fij^lit  ifi,  us  it  were,  iiis  own  creation,  uml  even  as  to 
bini  tbere  is  no  stniggle,  so  al^o  is  the  issue  pure.  The  procPM 
and  tlie  result  are  alike  present  to  God. 

(3)  ^^*''  "I's^  notice  that  the  writer  of  the  Psalm  is  convinced 
that  he  is  in  the  right  and  bis  enemiea  are  in  the  wrung.  There- 
fore God  fights  excloeively  for  hiiii  and  against  his  eneniiea.  His 
enemies  are  Giid'e.  But  we  feel  that  even  as  we  are  not  and  never 
can  be  perfect,  su  before  God  we  are  never  wholly  in  the  right,  '  In 
tby  sight,'  aa  the  Bible  teaches  us, '  &lia]l  uo  man  living  be  juatified.' 
'  It'  thou  ehouldst  mark  iniquities,  0  God,  wiio  shall  aland  t '  To 
boiiist  of  onr  righteoasnese  implies  (Cor  us  to-day}  either  inor- 
dinate conceit  or  an  imperfect  realization  of  wliat  rigbteunsness 
and  purity  really  are.  For  no  one  who  realizes  all  that  they 
imply  call  ever  believe  that  he  ia  so  righteous  and  so  pure  as 
to  be  able  to  assert  aud  maintain  hJa  yoodnets  before  the  very 
presence  of  God.  It  may.  indeed,  be  that  in  our  Psalm  tlie 
M'riter  is  not  speaking  of  himself  hut  of  liis  nation.  The  *I'  ia 
Israel.  That  would  :nake  a  considerable  difference,  because  the 
Bcme  of  7ititiotial  righteouBUet^s  is  far  better  than  the  serine  of 
individual  righteousness.  I  mny  think  my  nation  pure  and 
righteous,  and  yet  be  fiir  from  thinking  that  I  iadividually  am 
pure  aud  righteous.  Yet  the  conviction  of  national  righteouaneas 
is  in  one  way  uudesirable.  For  it  lends  on  to  uatioual  pride,  to 
a  contempt  of  other  nutioiis,  to  thinking  other  nations  deserve 
IcFS  well  of  God  and  are  less  dear  to  him  tlian  our  own,  and 
into  all  thtea  faults  the  Jews  were  rather  apt  to  fall.  They  were 
faults,  however,  by  no  meiina  peculLir  to  the  Jews,  jiitt  as  ihey  are 
faults  by  no  means  eradicated  from  the  uflUons  of  Europe  even  at 
the  pres^ent  day. 

(4)  The  faith  in  God  which  the  Psalm  reveals  comes  home  to  us 
till.  It  is  very  pure  and  true  aud  strong,  aud  we  cau  rightly  apply 
it  to  our  own  lives.  Yet  we  do  not  quite  agree  with  the  Paalmist 
in  bis  notion  of  rewanl.  Few  people  would  venture  to  say  that 
their  goodnesK  deserved  a  reward,  and  no  one  would  think  that  we 
can  or  ought  to  esitimatc  our  fortunes  and  surroundings  in  this  lifo 
a»  revt'ards  ir  punishments  of  God. 
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(5)  The  Psalm  seems  to  assert  that  Gwl  clianfics  ncconlin^  lo 
the  man  hc^  hn^  tn  ileal  witb.  Hut  ^uirly  Got!  is  nlnti^K  tlii'  Kiiiie. 
To  none  doen  lie  show  hiiriHelf  fraw.ard.  It  tg  only  man  wlio 
cIiRDga?.  Who  could  lovf  God  if  hf  dul  iiot  Iovk  ii«  a/M  What 
Poii  w"(ul«l  lovf  hh  futher  U"  he  thoUKlit  that  liis  father  only  cared 
for  him  when  he  was  good?  And  fur  more  riglitcuus  uiid  fur  moi-e 
Invinpf  than  the  most  ri^^hteouR  and  loring  of  huniftn  fathers  i»  our 
Father  who  is  in  henwit. 

\Ve  shitll  find  that  must  of  the  criticisniit  which  I  have  veutured 
to  make  n(>ini  some  of  the  tt'acliiiiK  '«  this  I'salni  ura  iinlircctly 
made  hy  other  rEnlniH  whieh  will  be  quoted  laler  on.  1  hftve, 
however,  not  scmpled  to  let  you  hfar  this  rpalin,  hecanne  we 
already  know  that  there  are  clegreen  and  varieties  in  Riblicitl 
teaching,  and  also  hecau&e  this  Psnlni  seems  not  out  of  keeping 
with  the  chanicter  of  David  the  warrior  Ju  one  of  his  happier  and 
more  confident  moods. 

The  foilowinjf  heiiutlful  (^upftli cation  is  ascribed  to  David  when 
he  wag  a  ftig;itive  in  the  mountain  stronghold  of  Adullam: — 

I  cry  unto  God  with  luy  voice ; 

With  niy  voice  unto  (loil  do  I  make  Hup plication. 

I  pour  out  my  complaint  Iwfore  hiiii  ; 

I  shew  before  him  my  trouble. 

When  my  spirit  was  overwhelineil  witliin  me,  thou  knewest 
my  path. 

In  the  way  wlierein  I  walk  ha.ve  tliey  laid  a  wiar't'  for  mo. 

Look  Oil  ny  rie;lit,  hand,  and  behohl ;  for  there  is  no  man 
that  krioweth  nie : 

Escape  hiith  failed  me ;  no  man  ciirctb  for  my  soul. 

I  cried  unto  thee,  O  God ; 

I  said.  Thou  art  my  rrfnpc, 

My  portion  in  the  land  of  the  living. 

Att:eiid  unto  my  cry  ;  for  I  am  bronijht  vtry  low: 

Deliver  me  from  my  persec\itors ;  for  tJicy  ure  Rti-ongcr 
than  I, 

Bring  my  bouI  out  of  prison,  that  I  may  prui^c  thy  name: 

The  right-eous  sludl  compass  me  almut ; 

For  thou  shalt  deal  bountifully  with  me. 

Another  hymn  is  headed,  '  A  psalm  of  David  when  ho  was  in 
the  wiIdernei-8  of  Judiih.'  It  coiitaine  eotne  of  the  most  beftutiful 
thoughts  and  aspimtiona  of  8[jirl1:»ai  rpligion  to  be  found  in  all 
the  Bible.     Any  man  who  csn  echo  the  words  of  it  trutlifully,  who 
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can  Bay  '  I,  too,  have  Bometimeit  felt   that :   I,  tnn.  have  reiulized 
thefle  words,'  liaa  reached  a  very  high  grade  of  real  ruligiousueBS. 

0  God,  thou  art  my  God  ;  earnestly  do  I  seek  thee  : 
My  soul  thirsteth  for  thee,  my  flesh  longeth  for  thee. 
In  u  dry  and  weary  land,  where  no  water  is. 

For  thy  lovingkindnoes  ia  better  than  life; 

My  lips  shall  praise  thee. 

So  will  I  bless  thee  while  I  live  j 

1  will  lift  up  my  hands  in  thy  name. 

My  soul  is  BJitisfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatness  j 
And  niy  nioutb  pniiseth  thee  with  joyful  lips ; 
When  I  remenil>er  thee  iiixin  my  bed. 
And  meditate  on  thee  in  the  night  watches. 
For  thou  hast  been  my  help. 
And  in  the  shadow  of  thy  wings  will  I  rejoice. 
My  Boul  foUowpth  hard  after  thee  : 
Thy  right  liand  iipholdeth  me. 

The  following  arc  aaid  to  he  '  tlie  last  woi-ds  of  David.'     They 
are  just  but  etern. 

David  the  son  of  Jesse  saith. 
And  the  man  whn  was  raised  on  high  saith, 
The  anointed  of  the  God  of  Jacob, 
And  the  beloved  of  the  psalms  of  Israel ; 
The  spirit  of  God  spake  in  me. 
And  his  word  was  upon  my  tongue. 
The  (j(k1  of  Israel  said, 
The  Hock  of  laniel  spake  to  me  : 
He  that  ruleth  over  men  righteously, 
That  ruleth  in  the  fear  of  God, 

He  shall  be  as  the  light  of  the  morning,  when  the  sun 
risetb, 

A  moniing  without  clouds  ; 

When  the  tender  grasB  sprmgeth  out  of  the  earth. 

By  clear  shining  after  rain. 

Is  not  my  house  so  with  GoH  f 

Yea,  he  hath  made  with  me  an  everlasting  covenant. 

Ordered  in  all  things,  and  sure  ; 

For  all  my  salvation,  and  all  my  desire, 

Will  he  not  make  it  to  grow? 
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But  Uie  uuguUly  shall  be  all  of  them  as  thonis  thrust 
nway, 

That  cannut  be  taken  with  the  hand  : 

But  the  man  that  tnucheth  them 

Must  be  armed  uith  iruii  and  the  staff  uf  a  spear ; 

And  they  shall  be  utterly  burned  with  hw  iu  their  place. 

The  Iftf^t  Pmhn  which  I  shall  here  quoto  is  ascribed  to  T)avid 
aHer  Nathan  had  miide  him  realise  the  heiuoui)iiei^  of  his  eiii 
against  Uriah  ami  u^^iust  God.  It  is,  perhaps  the  uuhlut  peiii- 
tential  hymn  in  all  the  world. 

Have  mercy  upon  uie,  O  God,  according  to  thy  Inving- 

kiiiduess : 

According  tn  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies  blot  out 
my  transgressions. 

Wash  me  throughly  from  mine  iniquity, 

And  cleanse  iiie  from  my  sin. 

For  1  acknowledge  my  transgression  a : 

And  my  sin  is  ever  before  me. 

Behold,  thou  desirest  truth  in  the  inward  i)arts  : 

Therefore  in  the  secret  place  make  me  to  know  wisdom. 

Purge  me  witlt  hyswip,  and  I  shall  be  clean : 

^A'ush  me,  and  I  shall  Iw  whiter  than  snow. 

Make  me  tc>  hear  joy  and  gladness  ; 

That  the  bones  which  thou  hast  broken  may  rejoice. 

Hide  thy  face  from  my  aius, 

And  blot  out  all  mine  iniquities. 

Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  (Jod  j 

And  renew  a  steadfast  spirit  within  me. 

Cast  me  not  away  inmi  thy  presence ; 

And  take  not  thy  holy  spirit  fnun  nie. 

Restore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  salvation  ; 

And  uphold  me  with  a  willing  spirit. 

Then  will  I  tench  transgressors  thy  ways ; 

And  sinners  shall  be  converted  unto  thee. 

Deliver  me  from  bloodguiltineHs,  O  God,  thou  God  4jf  my 
salvation  ; 

And  my  tongue  shiill  sing  aloud  of  thy  rightcousnew. 

O  Lord,  open  thou  niy  lips; 

And  my  mouth  shall  shew  forth  thy  praise. 

For  thou  desirest  not  sjicrifice  ;  else  would  I  give  it : 

Thou  delightest  not  in  burnt  offering. 
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The  sacrifices  of  God  are  a  broken  spirit : 

A  broken  jind  a  contrite  beart,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  despise. 

ETerj'lifidy  f-hould  learn  ihie,  perhapB  the  noblest  of  tbe  Psabns, 

liy  heart, 

§  4,  We  are  ttill  not  quite  done  wllh  the  many  and  vanoiis 
idealii^titioiia  of  David.  Snme  seven  hundred  yenrs  after  bis  duatt, 
that  is  to  ejiy,  about  as  many  ytars  after  David  ns  fiepamte  the 
reign  of  Queen  Victoria  from  the  reigu  of  Heury  II,  a  Levite 
or  iiuh-pncat  of  the  Temple  ut  Jeius^aleiu,  imd  eHj>ecia]ly  couuecled 
with  and  interested  in  the  mueicai  survicea  of  the  Temple,  ramie 
a  hlfitory  of  the  idngs  of  Judah  from  the  accesBioii  of  Duvid.  Uis 
work  is  now  ki)U\vn  as  the  Books  of  Ihe  Chronicles.  So  DaTid  is 
tliore  made  to  correspond  to  tin.-  Levites  ideal  of  a  pious  king,  and 
that  idea!  includes  a  vivid  inlerest  in  the  Temple  and  its  music. 
And  as  RaTid  was  the  real  fuuiider  of  the  monarchy  at  Jerusalem, 
and  as  we  know  thjit  he  did  bring  the  Ark  to  the  enpital,  so, 
according  to  this  writer,  lie  becomes  the  founder  of  the  niusical 
services  of  the  Temple,  though  as  a  matter  of  fact  these  aervices 
were  not  arranged  in  the  way  which  he  detjcribea  for  many  een- 
turies  ftft^r  David. 

Thus  when  David  brings  the  Ark  to  Jerusalem,  this  iB  what  our 
Levite  idealist  bas  to  fay  ahout  it. 

So  they  broujiht  the  ark  of  God,  and  set  it  in  the  midst  of 
the  tent  that  David  biid  pitched  for  it  :  anil  they  offered 
burnt  offerings  and  peace  offerings  before  God.  And  when 
David  had  made  an  end  of  offering  the  burnt  offerings  and 
the  peace  offerings,  be  blessed  the  people  in  the  name  of 
God.  And  be  dealt  to  every  one  of  Israel,  botli  man  and 
woman,  to  ei-ery  one  a  loaf  of  bread,  and  a  gorid  piece  of 
flesh,  and  a  cake  of  raisins. 

And  he  appointed  certiin  of  the  Levitee  to  minister  before 
the  ark  of  God,  and  to  thank  and  praise  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel:  Asaph  the  chief,  and  second  to  him  Zechariah, 
Jaaziet,  and  Sheniiramoth,  and  Jehitd,  and  Muttitbiah,  and 
Eliab,  and  Benaiah,  and  Obed-cdom,  and  Jeiel,  wit!i 
pscdteries  and  with  barjis  ;  and  Asaph  with  loud  sounding 
cymbals;  and  Benaiah  and  Jabaziel  the  priests  with  clnrions 
continually,  before  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  God. 

Then  on  that  day  did  David  first  appoint  to  give  thanks 
unto  God,  by  the  hand  of  Asaph  and  his  brethren,  as 
follows ; 
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O  give  thank»  unto  the  Lord,  cull  upon  his  nami; ; 
Make  known  his  <le*<lR  among  the  [wiiples. 
Sirjf  unto  him,  sin^  psiitms  unto  him  ; 
Talk  ye  oF  all  his  vvondrotis  works. 
(ih)ry  ye  in  bis  holy  iKinic  : 
Let  the  !irart  of  them  rejoice  that  aeek  the  Lord. 
Seek  the  Lord  and  his  Rtren(^.h  j 
Seek  hig  face  continually. 

Remember  his  marvellous  works  that  he  hath  done ; 
His  wonders,  and  the  judirements  of  his  mouth  ; 
O  ye  nerd  of  Israel  his  servant. 
Ye  cliildren  o'l  Jacob,  his  cliosen  ones, 
lie  is  the  Lord  our  God  : 
His  judjfcnients  are  in  all  the  earth. 
Be  ye  nundl'ul  always  of  his  covenant; 
The  word  wlui;h   he  coinniaruleil   to  a  thousand  genera- 
tions ; 

Of  the  co\*enant  which  he  made  with  Abraham, 
And  of  his  oath  unto  Isaac ; 
And  confirmed  the  same  imto  Jacob  for  a  law, 
To  Israel  for  an  everlasting  covenajit : 

Saying,  Unto  thee  will  I  give  the  land  of  Canaan, 
The  lot  of  your  inheritance  : 

When  ye  were  but  few  ; 

Even  a  few,  and  strangers  in  it ; 

And  they  went  from  nation  to  nation, 

iVn<l  from  one  kingdom  to  another  people. 

He  suffered  no  man  to  do  thetn  wrong ; 

Yea,  he  reproved  khigs  for  their  sakes. 

Saying,  Touch  not  mine  anointed  ones, 

And  do  my  prophets  nu  harm. 

Sing  unto  the  Lord,  all  the  earth  ; 

Shew  forth  fwm  day  to  day  his  salvation. 

Declare  his  xlory  among  the  nations, 

His  marvellous  works  among  all  the  peopks. 

Glory  and  honour  are  in  his  prt^scnre : 

Strengtli  and  gladness  are  in  his  place. 

Oi^e  unto  the  Lord,  ve  kindreds  of  the  peoples, 

Give  unto  the  Lord  glory  and  strength. 

Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  imiue : 

Bring  an  offering,  and  couur  before  him : 

Worship  tlie  Ijord  in  holy  array. 
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Fciir  before  him,  all  the  onrth  : 

lie  has  niiide  fust  the  world  that  it  cannot  be  moved. 
Let  iIr"  heavens  he  i^Uid,  and  let  the  earth  rejoice; 
And  let  them  say  among  the  nations,  the  Lord  reignetli. 
Let  the  sea  roar,  and  the  fulness  thereof ; 
Let  the  fields  rejoice,  and  ail  that  is  therein  ; 
Then  shall  the  trees  of  the  wood  sing  out  at  the  presence 
of  tlic  Lord, 

Because  he  conieth  to  judge  the  earth. 

O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  ;  for  he  is  good : 

For  his  tnercy  endureth  for  ever. 

And  aay  ye.  Save  us,  O  God  of  onr  Siilvation, 

And  giither  us  together,  and  deli\'er  us  froiu  the  niitioiiis. 

To  give  thanks  unto  thy  holy  name, 

And  to  triumph  in  thy  praise. 

Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 

From  everlasting  even  to  everlasting. 

And  all  the  people  said,  Amen,  and  praised  God. 

§  5.  Our  Levite  iJeidist  (fur  he  is  hrtrtlly  an  historian  iu  our 
modern  sense  of  the  woixl)  deecribea  David  as  tnakiuy  the  mott 
ehihoratc  prepanitions  for  the  building  of  the  great  Temple  which 
is  to  eiisliriiiie  the  Ark. 

And  David  appointed  masons  to  hew  wrought  stonea  to 

build  the  house  of  God.  And  Daiid  prepared  imn  in  al)nn- 
dance  for  the  nails  for  the  doors  of  the  gates,  ancll  for  the 
joinings  ;  and  bmss  in  abundance  without  weight ;  and  cedar 
trees  in  abundance;  for  the  Zidonians  and  they  of  Tyre 
brought  much  cedar  wood  to  David.  And  David  said, 
Solomon  my  son  is  young  and  tender,  and  the  house  that  is 
to  be  builded  to  God  must  be  exceeding  niagnifical,  of  fame 
anil  of  glory  thi-oughout  idl  countries:  I  will  therefore  make 
preparation  for  it.  So  David  prepared  abundantly  before  his 
death. 

Then  be  called  for  Solomon  hia  son,  and  cliarged  him  to 
buthl  an  house  for  tlie  Lord  God  of  Israel.  And  David  said 
to  Solomon,  My  son,  it  \ras  in  my  heart  to  huild  an  house 
unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  my  God.  But  the  word  of  God 
came  to  me,  saying,  Thou  hast  shed  blood  abuudaiitly,  and 
hiist  made  great  wars :  thou  shalt  not  build  an  house  uuto 
my  nanie^  because  thou  hast  shed  much  blood  upon  the  earth 
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in  my  sight :  beliuld,  a  son  shall  he  born  to  thee,  who  shall 
be  a  man  of  rest;  and  I  mil  give  him  rest  from  all  \m 
euemies  round  about :  for  his  iinmc  shull  be  Suloinoii  (that 
is,  Peacetible),  itml  I  will  ^ive  jieace  and  quietne»R  unto  \nr.ie\ 
in  Ills  days  :  he  sliaM  build  an  house  for  mv  name  ;  .ind  be 
eball  be  my  son.  atxl  I  will  he  bis  father;  and  I  will  establish 
the  throne  of  his  kingdom  over  Israel  for  ever.  Now,  my 
son,  may  God  be  with  tbee ;  and  prosper  thou,  and  build  the 
house  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  aa  he  huth  said  of  tliee.  <lnly 
may  God  y;ive  thee  wisdom  and  uuderstaiidin^,  and  tjive  tbt*e 
chat^e  co?icerninfi;  Israel ;  that  so  thou  niayest  keep  the  law 
of  the  Lord  thy  Oc)d.  Then  shalt  tbou  pi-osiJer,  if  thou 
takest  heed  to  fulfil  the  statutes  and  the  judj<cments  which 
God  charged  Moses  with  for  Israel :  be  strong,  and  of  good 
courage ;  dread  not,  nor  be  dismayed. 

Now,  behold,  I  have  prepai-ed  for  the  house  of  God  an 
hundred  thousand  talent-s  of  gold,  and  a  thousand  thousand 
taleiitfi  of  silver;  and  of  bmss  and  iron  without  weight;  for 
it  is  in  iibundauce :  tiudicr  also  and  stone  Iulvl'  I  jji-epai-ed ; 
and  thou  uiayest  add  tlicrcto.  Moreover  there  nrv  workmen 
with  tbee  in  uhnndance,  hewers  and  workers  of  stone  and 
timber,  and  all  manner  of  cunning  men  for  every  manner  of 
work;  of  the  gold,  the  silver,  and  the  brass,  and  the  iron, 
there  is  no  number;  arise  and  be  doing,  and  God  he  with 
thee. 

David  also  commanded  all  the  princes  of  Israel  to  help 
Solomon  his  son,  Siiying,  Is  not  the  Lord  your  God  witli 
you  ?  and  hath  be  not  given  you  rest  on  every  aide  f  for  he 
imth  delivered  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  iut«  mine  hand; 
and  the  land  is  subdued.  Now  set  your  heart  and  your  soul 
to  seek  the  Lord  your  God ;  arise  therefore,  afid  buihl  ye  the 
sanctuary  of  the  Ijord  God,  to  bring  the  ark  of  the  covenant 
of  God,  and  the  holy  vessels,  into  the  house  that  is  to  be 
built  to  the  name  of  God. 

And  David  assembled  all  the  princes  of  Israel,  the  princes 
of  the  tribes,  and  the  cjtptains  nf  the  companies  that  served 
the  king  hy  course,  and  the  captains  o^er  the  thousands,  and 
the  captains  over  the  hundreds,  and  tlie  stewards  over  all  tlie 
substfmcc  and  possessions  of  the  king  and  of  his  sons,  with 
the  officers,  and  with  the  mighty  men,  and  with  all  tlie  valiant 
men,  unto  Jerusalem.  Then  David  the  king  stood  up  u|Hni 
his  feet,  and  said,  Hear  me,  my  brethren,  and  my  people :  as 
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for  iiiL>,  I  had  in  mine  heart  to  build  an  house  of  rest  for  the 
ark  of  the  cnvenrint  of  God;  and  1  hiid  made  ready  for  the 
buihling^.  But  God  mui  unto  me.  Thou  shall  not  buihl  an 
house  for  my  name,  because  thou  liast  been  a  man  of  war, 
and  hast  shed  blood.  Howbeit  the  T^rd  God  of  Israel  chose 
me  out  of  all  the  house  of  uiy  father  to  be  kintf  over  Israel  for 
ever:  for  he  hath  chosen  Judah  to  bt:  the  ruler;  and  of  the 
house  of  Judah;,  the  liouse  of  my  father ;  and  anionj^  the  sons 
of  my  father  he  liked  me  t*)  make  me  kiiij;  over  all  iHracl : 
and  of  all  my  sons,  (for  God  hath  given  me  miiny  sons,)  he 
hath  chosen  Solomon  mv  son  to  sit  upon  the  throne  of  the 
kinirduin  ovuv  Israel.  And  he  said  unto  me,  Solomon  thy 
son,  he  sliidl  build  my  hounr  and  my  courts  :  for  I  have 
chosen  him  to  he  my  son,  and  I  m'III  he  his  father.  Moreover 
1  will  establish  his  kingdom  for  ever,  if  he  be  constant  to  do 
my  commandancnts  and  my  judgements,  as  at  this  day.  Now 
therefore,  in  the  m^ht  of  all  Israel,  and  tn  the  audience  of  our 
God,  I  exliort  you  to  observe  and  obey  all  the  eonimantl- 
ments  of  tlie  Lord  your  God  :  that  ye  may  possess  this  3;oo^ 
land,  and  leave  it  for  an  inheritance  to  your  children  after 
vou  for  ever.  And  thou,  Solomon  my  son.  know  thou  the 
God  of  thy  father,  an<l  serve  him  with  a  perfect  heart  and 
with  a  willing  mind :  for  God  searcheth  all  hearts,  and 
undersfcnideth  all  the  imag-iriations  of  the  thoughts:  if  thou 
seek  him,  he  will  he  Found  of  thee  ;  hut  if  tliou  forsake  him, 
he  will  cast  thee  off  for  eicr.  Take  heed  now ;  for  God  hath. 
chosen  thi'c  to  huihl  an  house  for  the  sanctuary:  be  strong", 
and  dn  it. 

Ami  David  the  king  said  unto  all  the  congreg-atiou, 
Solomon  my  son,  whom  God  bath  cliosen,  is  yet  young  and 
teiHJer,  and  the  work  is  great :  for  the  |jahtee  is  not  for  man, 
hut  for  the  Lord  God.  Now  1  have  prepared  with  all  my 
might  i'or  the  house  of  (lod  the  gold  for  the  thioijfs  of  gold, 
an<l  the  silver  for  the  tilings  nf  silver,  and  the  brass  for  the 
things  of  brass,  the  Iron  for  the  things  of  iron,  and  wood  for 
the  things  of  wood ;  onyx  stones,  and  stones  to  be  set.  stones 
for  inlaid  work,  and  of  divers  colours,  and  all  marnier  of 
precious  stones,  and  marble  stones  in  aburuhiiiee.  Moreover 
also,  l>ecausc  I  have  set  my  nilcction  to  the  h<mse  of  my  God, 
1  have  of  nnne  invn  private  good,  given  unt«  the  houweof  nty 
God,  over  and  above  all  that  I  have  prepared  for  the  holy 
houses  even  three  thousand  talents  of  gold,  of  the  gold  of 
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Opliir,  mwi  seven  thouitaiif)  tjileitt-s  of  refined  sUrer.  to  over- 
lay the  whIIs  oF  the  hou9e«  nithal :  of  ^Itl  fur  the  thui^  of 
^d,  and  of  silver  fur  the  lliinj^  uf  ^Imt.  and  for  nil  iiiaiiiirr 
of  work  to  be  made  by  the  hands  of  iirtificers.  Wlm  then 
nil)  likewi»e  make  an  offering  this  dav  unto  God  ? 

Then  the  princes  of  the  fathers'  houses*  and  the  prinees 
of  the  tribes  of  Israel,  and  the  aiptoins  of  thousands  and 
of  hundreds,  with  the  rulers  over  the  king's  work.  <)frerrd 
MiUinirly ;  and  they  gave  for  the  buildhig  of  the  house  of 
God  of  gold  five  tlKinsand  talents  and  ten  thousand  daries, 
and  of  silver  ten  thousand  talents,  and  of  brass  eighteen 
thoust-ind  talents,  and  a  hundred  thousand  tideiits  of  irou. 
And  they  mIio  had  precious  stones  gave  them  to  the  twasure 
of  the  house  of  the  I^>rd.  into  the  hand  of  Jehiel  the 
Gen*honite.  Then  the  jxHiple  rejoiced,  for  that  they  ofTere<i 
willinifly.  t>ecause  with  a  perfect  heart  they  offered  willinj^lv 
to  God :  and  David  the  kins;  also  rejoiced  with  great  joy. 

And  DaWd  blessed  God  before  all  the  ctmgregation : 
and  David  said,  BlesHed  be  thou,  O  Lord  God  of  Isrtiel  our 
father,  for  ever  and  ever.  Thine.  ()  I^>rd,  is  the  greatness, 
and  the  power,  and  the  glor}-,  and  the  victor)*,  and  the 
majesty  :  fur  all  tluit  is  in  the  Iieaven  and  in  the  earth  is 
tliiue;  thine  is  the  kingdom,  O  Lord,  and  tliou  art  exalte*! 
as  head  above  all.  Both  riches  and  honour  cnnii'  ttf  thee, 
and  thou  reignest  over  all ;  and  ii]  thine  liaiid  is  power  and 
might ;  and  in  thine  hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to 
give  strengtli  unto  all.  Now  therefore,  uur  Gi>d,  we  thank 
thee,  and  pruise  thy  glorifuis  name.  For  who  lun  I.  antt 
what  is  my  p«iple,  tliat  we  should  he  iihle  to  olTer  so  m  ilUugly 
after  this  sort?  for  all  things  conu'  of  thee,  and  of  thine  own 
have  we  given  thee.  For  we  are  strangers  hcff>rc  thee^  and 
sojouniers,  as  all  our  fathers  were :  our  <l!iyH  on  the  earth 
are  as  a  shadow,  and  there  is  no  abiding.  O  Lord  our  God, 
all  this  store  that  wv  have  pi-epan-cl  to  buUd  thee  an  house  for 
thine  holy  name  comoth  ot  thine  Innid,  anil  is  all  thine  own. 
I  know  also,  my  (iod,  that  thou  triest  the  hern*t,  iind  liast 
pleasure  in  uprightness.  As  for  ine,  in  the  iiprightuiCKS  of 
mine  heart  J  have  willingly  offered  till  lliese  things:  and  now 
have  1  scL'ii  with  j<]y  lliy  people,  winch  are  preseiit  here,  to 
offer  willingly  unto  thee.  O  I^jrd  (Jod  of  Abraliam,  of 
Isaac,  and  of  Israel,  our  fathers,  keeji  this  for  ever  in  tlie 
imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  the  heart  of  thy  ^n'oplc,  and 
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g^uide  their  heart  unto  thee :  ami  give  nnto  Solomon  my  soil 
M  perfect  heart,  to  keep  thy  coiiimandnieuts,  thy  teKtiiimnies, 
Hiid  thy  »t.;itutj'»,  luid  to  do  jlII  these  tlitJigs,  and  tu  build  the 
pulacej  for  the  which  I  have  m;ule  prtmsion.  And  David 
said  to  all  the  coii^jregation,  Now  Wess  the  Lord  your  CJod. 
And  all  the  t-oiij^regation  blessed  the  Lord  God  of  their 
fathers,  and  Iw^ved  down  their  heads,  and  worsliipped. 

Tkere  are  several  very  notable  sayiiiga  in  the  speeches  pnt  hj- 
our  Levite  idealist  in  the  mouth  of  David.  Let  me  quote  them 
again :  '  GdcI  Bparchetli  all  hearts,  and  uudetstaiicli^tli  all  the 
imaginations  of  tht  thoughtB.'  '  If  thou  sewk  hitn,  lie  will  be  found 
of  thee/  '  All  tbiuga  come  of  thee,  aud  of  thiue  own  have  we 
jfiveii  thee,'  '  Guide  their  hearts  unto  thee.'  There  ig  a  very  gi'eat 
deal  of  religion  contained  in  these  four  simple  sayings. 
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CHAPTER  XI 


§  I.  We  now  Jnke  up  llie  thi-eml  of  onr  liistoiy  wliere  we  broke 
it  oR'  at  the  death  of  King  Davul.  Ke  wnia  suticeedcil  on  tho 
tliroiie,  fis  T  have  already  said,  hy  liis  son  Solomon,  whose  reign  for 
very  difiereut  rcaaous  was  uearly  as  important  a«  liis  father's. 
Hulomon  excitud  the  imtional  imaffiriatioa  uliuost  n»  keenly  as 
IJftvid,  liut  in  a  Tery  different  way-  He  was  never  a  }iopular 
t'rivourite,  and  towards  the  floee  of  his  reign  the  disnfl'ectioii  of 
tlicnortli  agiiuist  Judah,  wliich  David  had  been  easily  able  to  quell, 
broke  out  uguin,  aud  led  to  most  disattnms  aud  fateful  isaucs. 
Solomou  was  the  fjinlder  of  tlic  fumoiia  temple  at  JeruBuIeiu,  aud 
a  very  wealthy,  powerful,  and  magnificent  inonarcli. 

During  hie  reign,  as  during  the  latter  half  of  tlm  rclgu  of  his 
fatlter,  Ihe  kingdom  of  Israel  and  Judab  waa  a  really  important, 
power  iu  "Western  Asia.  Moreover,  Scilomou  was  fiunoua  for  his 
wisdom  :  *  a  very  Solotuon  for  wisdom  '  ie  still  a  ptimsB  ainoiiK  us 
to-day.  Whoreia  precisely  his  wisdom  was  displnyed  we  hufdiy 
know,  for  a  wise  ruler  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word— in  the  eense, 
that  ie,  of  cai'ing  for  his  people's  good — he  certaiuly  waa  not.  He 
was  luxurious,  extravagant,  and  oppi-easive.  Like  so  many  other 
famous  Eastern  kings,  he  had  a  paaeioti  for  building;  and  pomp  and 
display,  and  his  unfortunate  subjects  hud  to  find  the  larger  purtion 
of  the  cost.  Taxation  was  heavy,  and  with  taxation  went  exaction 
aud  forced  labour.  Heuee  Suioinun,  though  lie  dazzled  the  eye»  of 
his  own  people  luid  of  lue  neighbours  by  his  gi'andeur  aud  luagnifi- 
cenne,  was  thoroughly  unpojiular,  move  cBpeciaily  outside  his  own 
tribe  of  .Tudnh. 

We  do  not  possosa  such  full  and  faithful,  or  sucli  early  and  vivid, 
records  about  Solomon  as  about  David.  So  tlie  etoiiea  to  tell  of 
him  will  be  Il^ss  detailed  OJjd  intcrosting.  It  was  about  tliu  ycur 
978  that  he  came  to  the  throne,  and  he  reigned  for  about  forty 
years. 

§  2.  Let  u£  first  bear  tlie  storiss  of  liia  wisdom.  One  of  our 
authorities  regards  it  rightly  an  the  gift  of  God,  and  describes  the 
giving  of  it  in  the  following  way  : 

T  2 
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And  the  king  went  to  Gibcon  to  sacrifice  tliere;  for  that 
was  the  great  Ingh  place.  And  ia  (iibeoo  God  appeured  to 
Solomon  in  a  dream  liv  ni^ht :  and  God  Raid,  Ask  what 
1  shall  give  thee.  And  Solomon  said,  Thou  hast  shewed 
unto  thy  servant  Pa\id  my  father  great  mercy,  according  as 
he  M'idked  before  thee  in  truth,  and  in  righteousness,  and  in 
nprightnewi  of  heart  with  Uiee;  and  thou  bust  kept  for  him 
this  great  hindiiess,  that  thou  hast  given  him  a  son  to  sit  on 
his  thi-one,  as  it  is  this  day.  And  now,  O  Lord  my  God, 
thou  hast  made  thy  sen-ant  king  instead  of  David  ray  father  : 
and  I  am  but  a  httle  child ;  1  know  not  how  to  go  out  or 
come  in.  And  thy  servant  is  in  the  midst  of  thy  people 
which  thou  hast  chosen,  a  great  people,  that  cannot  be 
nurnbere<l  nor  counted  for  multitude.  Give  thy  servant 
therefore  an  imderstanding  heart  to  rule  thy  |>eople,  that 
I  may  discern  between  good  and  bad ;  for  otherwise  wIk)  is 
able  to  nde  this  thy  great  p<-op]e  •  And  tlie  s|jecch  pleased 
Goil,  that  Solomon  had  asked  this  thing.  And  God  said 
nntx)  him.  Because  thou  hast  asked  this  thing,  and  hast  not 
aske<]  for  thyself  long  life  ;  neither  hast  asked  riches  for  thy- 
self, nor  hast  asked  the  life  of  thine  enemies ;  but  bast  asked 
for  thyself  understanding  to  discern  judgement ;  Irehold, 
1  have  done  according  to  thy  word  ;  lo,  I  have  given  thee 
a  wise  and  an  underst;iniling  heart;  so  that  there  hath  been 
none  like  thee  before  thee,  neither  after  thee  shall  any  arise 
like  unto  thee.  And  I  have  also  given  thee  that  which  thou 
hast  not  asked,  l>uth  riches  and  honour,  so  that  there  shall 
not  be  any  among  the  kings  like  unto  thee,  all  thy  days. 
And  if  thou  wilt  walk  in  my  ways,  to  keep  my  statutes  and 
my  commandments,  ne  thy  father  David  did  walk,  then  I  will 
lengthen  thy  dajs.  And  Solomon  awoke,  and,  behold,  it  was 
a  dream. 

Then  follows  the  fnraous  siory  of  Ihu;  Jiulgcment,  wluch  is 
adduced  as  a  eignal  iLluftnition  of  SolomoDB  wiedom. 

Then  there  came  two  women,  and  stood  before  the  king. 
And  the  one  woman  said.  Oh  my  lortl,  I  and  this  woman 
dwell  in  one  house,  and  there  is  no  else  with  ua  in  the  house. 
And  we  both  hud  two  little  chUdrtm  only  a  few  days  old. 
And  this  woman's  child  died  last  night,  liecause  she  overlaid 
it.  And  she  arose  at  midnight,  and  took  my  son  from  1k»- 
eide  me,  while  thine  handmaid  slept,  and  laid  it  in  her  boiwm, 
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and  laid  her  dead  child  in  my  bosom.  And  when  I  rose  in 
tlip  ninrnlnp,  bcliold,  my  cliild  was  dead  :  but  wlion  I  looked 
at  it  well,  iK'liioId,  it  vvaa  not  my  son  at  all.  And  llip  other 
\romaii  said,  Nay;  but  thi'  living  is  my  sf>n,  ;tiid  the  dejid  is 
thy  son.  And  this  a,iid,  No;  hut  the  dead  is  thy  son,  and 
the  liviiiif  is  my  son.  Thus  they  spake  before  tlie  kinjj. 
Then  said  the  ktug,  The  one  saith,  This  is  iny  sun  that  liveth, 
and  thy  son  it*  the  dead  :  and  the  other  saith.  Nay ;  but  thy 
son  is  the  dead,  aii(]  my  son  is  the  h'vinp.  And  the  kiiij^  said, 
Bring  me  a  sword.  And  they  bi-ou^ht  a  sword  before  the 
king.  And  the  king  said,  Divide  the  Jiviug  child  iti  two,  and 
give  half  to  the  one,  anil  lialf  to  the  other.  Then  spake  the 
woman  whose  the  living  child  was  unto  the  king,  for  her  love 
tflwanls  her  son  was  strongly  moved  within  her,  and  she  said, 
Oh  uiy  lord,  give  her  the  living  child,  and  in  no  wise  slay  it. 
But  the  other  said,  Let  it  be  neither  mine  nor  thine ;  divide 
it.  Then  the  king  said,  She  who  said  'give  her  the  living 
child,  an(i  in  no  wise  slay  it' — fhe  is  its  mother.  And  all 
Israel  heard  of  the  judgement  which  the  king  had  judged; 
and  they  feared  the  king :  for  they  saw  that  the  wisdom  of 
God  was  in  Iiim,  to  do  judgement. 

Then,  further,  we  are  told  in  general  terms  : 

And  God  gave  Solomon  wisdom  and  uiideratundiug  ex- 
ceeding much,  and  largeness  of  heart,  even  as  the  sand  that 
is  on  the  sea  shore.  And  Solonu>rr8  wisdom  excelled  the 
wisdom  of  all  the  children  of  the  east,  and  all  the  wisdom  of 
Egj'pt.  For  he  was  wiser  than  all  men ;  than  Ethan  the 
Ezrahite,  and  Hemau,  and  Caleul,  and  Darda,  the  sons  of 
Muhol :  and  his  fame  was  in  all  the  nations  round  about. 
And  he  spake  tliree  thousand  proverbs:  and  his  songs  were 
a  thousand  and  five.  And  lie  spake  of  trees,  from  the  cedar 
that  is  in  Lebanon  even  unto  the  hyssop  that  springeth  out 
of  the  wall :  he  spake  also  of  beasts,  and  of  fowl,  and  of 
creeping  tilings,  and  of  iishea.  And  there  came  of  all  peoples 
to  liear  the  wisdom  of  Solomon,  from  aJl  kings  of  the  earth, 
who  had  heard  of  Ins  wisdom. 

Even  as  David  liecame  the  ideal  siuger,  bo  Soloniou  [lecame 
tlio  ideal  saijc,  and  just  as  Psalma  when  collected  were  ascrihud  to 
Daviii,  so  IVci verba  when  collected  were  usci'ibed  lo  Suloniou. 
There  is  still  preserved,  omyiig  the  huolts  uf  tho  BtblSj  a  collection 
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of  RphorUms  and  wise  sayinga  called  tlie  Btiok  of  I'loverbs.  The 
iniijorUj'  of  these  are  attributed  to  Solomon.  But  just  as  it  ig 
doubtful  whether  any  of  our  PsalniB  are  David's,  so  It  is  uncertain 
whether  any  cf  our  Provorbfi  are  Soloinon's. 

§  3.  lHow  let  us  hear  of  tLis  great  hiijg's  wealth  mid  8[ilendciar. 

And  Solomon  had  twelve  officers^  who  were  appointed  for 
all  Isniel.  And  Ihey  pro^dded  supplies  for  the  kiiii;  and  hia 
household:  each  man  had  to  make  provision  for  a.  month  tn 
the  year.  And  Solomon's  proviRion  for  one  day  was  thirty 
cors  of  fine  flour,  and  threescore  cors  of  ordinary  flour  j 
ten  fnt  oxen,  nnd  twenty  oxen  out  of  the  pastures,  and  an 
hundred  sheep,  besides  harts  and  [gazelles  and  roebucks  and 
fatted  fowl.  And  lie  had  forty  thousand  horses  for  his  elmriots, 
and  twelve  thousand  horses  for  riding.  And  the  twelve  officers 
proWded  supplies  for  king  Solomon,  and  for  all  that  came  to 
kint;  Solo]non''6  table,  every  man  in  his  month  :  they  let  nothing 
bt'.  lacking.  Barley  also  and  straw  for  the  horses  and  swift 
steeds  brought  they  unto  the  place  where  the  king  was,  every 
man  according  to  his  charge. 

Thirty  cora  would  be  nbout  294  tiufiJielB  1  Next  we  are  told  of 
Solumoii's  great  palace  which  lie  built  after  lie  had  fintGhed  the 
temple.  Tlie  two  huildings  \vei*e  coatiguous,  fi>r  tlie  tfmple  was 
ii  reyid  as  well  as  a  iiatioual  aiiuctuary.  The  temple  took  seven 
years  to  build,  ami  tlie  palace  six  years  more.  Remember  that 
11  cubit  if*  about  one  foot  and  a  half,  A  hundred  cubits  lire  there- 
fore 150  feet. 

And  Solomon  took  six  more  years  to  huild  his  palace,  and 
then  all  his  building  was  finished.  For  he  built  the  house  of 
the  forest  of  Lebanoti :  its  length  was  an  hundi"cd  cubits,  and 
its  breadth  fifty  cubtts,  and  its  height  thirty  cubits,  and  it 
rested  on  three  rows  of  cedar  wood  ]>ilhirS;,  and  cedar  beams 
lay  upon  them.  And  it  was  covered  \nth  cedar  wood  above 
the  side  chanibers,  which  were  above  the  pillars,  forty-fire  in 
number,  fifteen  in  each  row.  And  there  were  beams  in  three 
rows,  and  windows  over  ag^ainst  windows  three  times.  And 
all  tlie  doors  and  windows  were  B(|uare  In  the  u]>pcr  wood- 
work. Aiu\  he  mailc  the  ball  of  pillars;  the  length  thereof 
was  fifty  cubits,  and  the  breadth  thereof  thirty  cubits  j  and 
a  hall  before  it  with  pilliirs  and  a  threshold.  And  he  made 
the  tbrone-room  where  he  might  judge,  even  the  hull  of 
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jmlgoment:  and  it  was  panelled  with  cedar  from  floor  to 
ceiling.  And  his  house  where  lie  dwelt  was  in  uimtber  t:ouit, 
beyond  the  hulls,  and  it  wu»  of  the  like  work.  He  made 
also  an  house  for  Pliaraoh's  daug^hter,  (whom  Solomon  had 
taken  to  wife,)  like  unto  the  halls.  All  these  were  of  costly 
stones,  hewed  accor<!in^  to  measure,  sawed  with  aiiw^ 
within  unci  without,  evi-n  from  the  fuuiidution  unto  the 
eopirig,  and  »»  nit  the  imtaide  unto  the  great  eourt.  And 
the  fuundiitioti  was  of  costly  stones,  even  ^eat  stones,  stones 
of  ten  cuhitSj  and  stimes  of  eight  cubits.  And  alxtve  were 
costly  etones  hewed  according  to  measure,  and  cetiar  wood. 
And  tliu  great  eourt  niund  about  hud  three  rows  of  hewti 
titone,  and  a  row  of  cedar  l>eams ;  like  as  the  inner  court 
of  the  temple. 

Hero  follow  Bome  misoellnneDus  details  of  Solomau'a  luxury  rtid 
mrtguificence. 

The  navy  of  Hiram  brought  Solomon  gold  from  Opiiir, 
and  a  great  plenty  of  sandal  wood  and  preeious  stones.  And 
the  king  used  the  sandal  wood  for  the  temple  and  for  his 
palace  Jis  well  as  for  making  harps  and  psalteries  for  the 
singers:  there  came  no  such  quantity  of  sanilai  wood  into 
Israel  mito  tills  day.  And  Solomon  made  two  hundred 
great  targets  of  beaten  gold  :  six  linndred  shekels  of  gold 
went  to  one  target.  And  lie  made  three  hundred  shields  of 
beaten  gold  ;  three  uianelis  of  gold  went  to  otie  shield ; 
and  the  king  put  them  in  the  house  of  the  forest  of  Lehation. 
Moreover  the  king  made  a  great  thrtine  of  ivory,  and  overlnid 
it  with  pure  gohl.  The  tlironc  had  six  steps,  and  the  top 
of  the  throne  was  round  behind :  and  there  wcj-c  stays  on 
either  side  by  the  phice  of  the  seat,  and  two  lions  stood 
beside  the  stays.  And  twelve  lions  stood  tliere  on  the  one 
side  and  on  the  other  upon  the  six  steps :  there  was  not  the 
like  ma<le  in  any  kingdom.  And  all  king  Solomon's  drinking 
vessels  were  of  gold,  and  all  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  the 
forest  of  Lebanon  were  of  pui-e  gold:  none  were  of  silver; 
it  was  ikotliing  accounted  of  in  the  days  of  Solomon.  For 
the  ki]ig  had  at  sea  ships  of  Tarshish  with  the  ships  of 
Hiram :  once  ever}'  three  years  came  the  ships  of  Tarshish, 
bringing  gold,  and  silver,  and  ivory,  and  apes,  and  peacocks. 
So  king  Solomon  exceeded  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  in 
riches  and  in  wisdom.     And  all  the  earth  sought  the  presence 
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of  Solomon,  to  hear  Lis  nHsdoni,  which  God  Had  put  in  his 
heart.  And  they  bnnii^ht  evfry  innn  his  present,  vesBelsi 
ijf  silver,  iincl  vessels  of  j^oUl,  and  ratinerit,  and  .'innour,  and 
spifes,  horses,  and  mules.  And  Solomon  ^fathered  tojfothcr 
fhyriota  aini  hortieniuii  :  and  he  liad  a  thouBiind  and  four 
hundred  chariots,  Hnd  tivelie  ihousrind  horsemen,  which 
he  hestoired  in  the  chariat  ritiee,  and  with  the  kinj^  at 
Jerusalem.  And  the  kma;  made  silver  tiy  lie  in  Jerusalem 
as  Rtiinea,  and  cedars  made  he  to  he  as  the  sycomore  trees 
thai  fire  in  the  lowland,  for  a!>undanec.  And  the  horses 
which  Solomon  had  were  hruught  tmt  of  Egypt ;  and  the 
king's  merchants  received  them  in  droveSj  each  drove  at 
a  price. 

*Ojihh-'  is  probably  n  place  iii  Arabia.  Taiphith  is  TurteFsup, 
H  colony  of  the  Plioeaiciaiia  in  Kpaiii,  and  Taii-hish  ships  iire  ships 
fcuited  for  a  voyitgi;  to  Ttirteasus  or  any  other  pluL-e  a  long  way  off. 
Three  '  mati«ba '  are  cquui  tu  ahuul  S  Ibu. ;  600  sbekels  to  ubuut 
27  Ihs. 

Solomon's  fam«  wan  spreail  abroaJ,  and  provoked  the  curiosity  of 
tlie  queen  of  Slieha. 

And  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  heard  of  the  fame  of 
Solomonj  she  eame  to  prove  him  with  riddles.  So  she  came 
to  Jerusalem  with  a  veiy  great  train,  with  camels  that  bait; 
spices,  and  very  much  g^old,  and  precious  stones :  and  when 
slie  was  come  to  Solomon,  she  counnuned  with  blni  of  all 
that  was  in  her  heart.  And  Solomon  answered  all  her 
(|i]estinri«  :  there  wjis  not  any  thing  hid  from  the  king  which 
lie  could  not  answer  her.  And  when  the  queen  of  Sbeba 
had  seen  all  the  wisdom  of  Solomon,  and  the  house  that 
he  bad  built,  and  the  meat  of  his  table,  and  the  dwellings  of 
his  servants,  and  the  attendance  of  liis  ministers^  and  their 
apparel,  and  bis  cupbearers,  and  his  offerings  which  he  made 
in  the  temple,  there  was  no  more  spirit  in  her.  And  she 
said  to  the  king.  It  %Yas  a  true  report  that  1  heard  in  miTie 
own  land  of  thy  state,  and  of  thy  wisdom.  Howbeit  I 
Ijelieved  not  the  words,  until  I  came,  and  mine  eyes  had 
seen  it :  and,  behold,  the  half  was  not  tokl  me :  thy  wisdom 
and  pmsperity  exceedetb  the  fame  ^hich  I  heard.  Happy 
are  thy  men,  happy  are  these  thy  servants,  «'ho  stand  con- 
tinually before  thee,  and  that  bear  thy  wisdom.  Blessed 
be  the  Lord  thy  God,  who  delighted  in  thee,  to  set  thee  01 
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tlie  throne  (»f  Israel :  because  God  lovetl  Israel  for  ever, 
therefore  mude  he  thee  king,  to  cit)  judgeineiit  and  justice. 
And  she  gvive  the  king-  an  hundre<l  and  twenty  tidents 
of  gokl,  iind  of  spices  very  threat  stocej  ii\u\  preeions  sUtnes: 
there  came  no  more  such  ahundanre  of  spices  as  these  wliich 
the  queen  of  Sheba  itiivL*  to  king  Solomon.  And  kin^ 
Solomon  gave  to  the  e|ueen  *if  Sheba  all  her  desire,  whatsoever 
ahe  aaked,  beside  that  whu^h  S4>lomon  gai'e  her  of  Ills  royjil 
bounty.  So  she  turned,  and  went  to  her  own  laml,  slie  and 
her  servants. 

$  4.  But  Solumoij'ij  f^rualest  uchicvcment,  both  iu  his  own  eyes 
and  iu  the  sight  of  posterity,  waa  the  hniUling  nf  the  temple. 

And  liiram  kin^  of  Tyre  sent  his  sen-ants  unto  Solomon ; 
for  he  had  beard  that  they  hud  anointed  him  king  in  the 
room  of  his  father:  for  llinira  was  ever  11  lover  of  David. 
And  Solomon  sent  to  Hiram,  aayinu;.  Thou  knowcst  how 
that  David  my  father  could  not  build  an  house  for  the  name 
of  the  Lord  bis  Hod  for  the  «'ars  which  were  about  him  on 
eveiy  side.  But  uoh-  the  Lurd  my  Ciod  hath  j^lven  nit-  rest 
on  every  side;  there  is  neither  adversary,  nor  evil  occurrent. 
And,  behold,  I  purpose  to  build  an  house  unto  the  name 
of  the  I^rd  my  God,  ns  Liod  spake  unto  David  my  father, 
suying^,  Thy  son,  whom  I  will  set  upon  thy  thronu  in  thy 
room,  he  shall  build  an  house  unto  my  name.  Now  there- 
fore command  tliou  that  they  hew  me  cedar  trees  out  of 
Lebanon;  and  my  servants  shall  be  with  thy  servants;  and 
I  will  give  thee  hire  for  thy  scrvnnts  acconliniEf  to  all  that 
tliou  sliuit  appoint :  for  thou  kiiowest  that  there  is  not  nmoni;' 
us  any  that  can  skill  to  hew  tintber  like  unto  the  Zidornans. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Hiram  heard  the  words  of 
Solomon,  that  he  rejoiced  g^reatly.  and  said,  Blessetl  be  God 
this  day,  ivho  hath  given  unto  David  a  wise  son  over  this 
gtcat  people.  And  Hiram  sent  to  Solomon,  saying,  1  have 
considered  the  things  which  thou  sentest  to  me  for:  I  will 
do  ail  thy  desire  concerning'  timber  of  cedar,  and  con- 
cerning timtwr  of  cypress.  My  servants  shall  lu'ing  them 
down  f toni  Lehanori  unto  the  sea :  and  1  will  convey  tbeni  by 
sea  in  rafts  unto  the  place  that  thou  shalt  appoint  uic,  and 
will  cause  them  to  be  discharged  there,  and  thou  shalt  receive 
them :  and  thou  stiult  accomplish  my  desire,  in  giving 
food  for  my  household.     So  Iliram  gave  Solomon  timber 
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of  cedar  and  timber  of  cypress  accordhig  to  all  his  desire. 
And  Solomon  gave  Hiram  twenty  thousand  cors  of  wheat 
fur  food  to  his  household,  and  twenty  thousand  baths  of  pure 
oil :  thus  gave  Sulonion  to  Hiram  year  by  year.  And 
there  wna  peace  l)et\veen  Hiraui  and  Sulonioii ;  and  they 
two  made  a  league  togetlier. 

And  king  Solomon  raised  a  levy  out  of  all  Israel ;  and  the 
levy  was  thirty  thousand  men.  And  he  sent  them  to  Lebanon, 
ten  thousand  a  month  by  courses:  a  month  they  were  in 
Lebanon,  and  two  months  at  iiome  :  and  Adonirani  wels  over 
the  levy.  And  Solomon  had  threeaeore  and  ten  thousand 
tliat  hare  burdens,  and  fourscore  thousand  hewers  in  the 
mountains ;  besides  Solomon's  chief  officers  that  were  over 
the  work,  tlirce  thousand  and  three  hundred,  w!io  ruled  over 
the  pt!oplc  that  wrought  in  the  \vork.  And  thi*  king  com- 
manded, and  they  quarried  gi-eat  stones^  costly  stones,  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  the  house  \dth  ivrought  stone.  And 
Solomon's  builders  and  Hiram's  builders  and  the  Gcbiditesdid 
hew  them,  and  prepared  timber  and  stones  to  build  the  JHmse. 

And  king  Solomon  sent  and  fetched  Hurani  out  of  Tyre. 
He  was  the  son  of  a  widow  woman  of  the  tril)e  of  Naphtalr, 
and  his  father  was  a.  man  of  Tyre,  a  worker  in  bronze,  and 
lie  was  tilled  with  wisdom  and  understanding  and  cuiniing, 
to  work  all  works  in  bron/e.  And  he  came  to  king  Solomon, 
and  wrought  all  liis  work. 

Our  Levite  idealist  deficribes  tlie  coiTeepomlenee  between 
Solomon  and  Hiram  ae  IVJlows ; 

Now  Solomon  determined  to  build  a  temple  to  God,  and 
a  royal  palace.  And  Solomon  told  out  threescore  and  ten 
thousand  men  to  bear  burdens,  and  fourscore  thousand  men 
that  were  hewers  in  the  inountauis,  and  three  tlioUHain]  and 
six  liundre<i  to  overgee  them.  And  Solomon  sent  to  Hiram 
the  king  of  Tyre,  saying,  As  thou  didst  deal  with  Dai'id  my 
father,  and  did&t  send  him  cedars  to  build  him  an  house  to 
dwell  therein,  even  so  deal  with  me.  Behold,  I  Imild  an 
house  to  tiie  name  of  the  Lord  my  God,  to  dedicate  it  to 
him,  and  t<i  burn  before  ]iim  incense  of  sweet  spices,  and  tor 
the  continual  shewbrend,  and  for  the  burnt  offerings  mornitjg 
and  evening,  ttn  the  sabbaths,  and  on  the  new  moons,  and  on 
the  appointed  feasts  of  the  Lord  our  God.  And  the  house 
which  1  biiild  ia  to  be  very  great.     But  who  is  able  to  build 


THE    TIMBER    OF   LEBANON 


afta 


God  an  house,  seeing  tlit*  iK'aveii  and  the  heiiven  of  heavens 
cannot  contain  Mm  ?  who  am  I  then,  that  I  should  build  hinx 
an  IwHse?  It  is  only  to  burn  incense  before  him.  Now 
therefore  send  me  u  man  cunuing  to  work  in  gohl,  :ind  in 
silver,  and  in  brass,  »nd  in  iron,  and  in  purple,  and  crimson, 
and  bhie,  nnd  that  can  skill  to  grave  with  the  eunninff  men 
that  are  with  me  in  Judub  and  in  Jeniaalem,  whom  David 
my  fatlicr  did  provide.  Send  mc  also  cedar  trceK,  cjpreaa 
trees,  uiid  sandal  m  ood,  out  of  Ijebunon :  i'or  I  know  that  thy 
servants  can  skill  to  cut  tinilKT  in  Ijehanon  ;  and,  behold,  my 
8cnant8  sliaU  be  with  thy  servants,  even  to  prepare  me 
tind>er  in  abundance:  for  the  house  which  I  am  about  to 
build  shall  be  wonderful  g^reat.  And,  behold,  1  will  j^ivc  to 
thy  servants,  the  hewers  that  cut  timljer,  twenty  thousand 
cors  of  beaten  wheat,  and  twenty  thousand  cors  of  barley, 
and  twenty  thou8an(i  baths  of  wine^  and  twenty  thousand 
baths  of  oil. 

Then  Ilirani  the  king  of  Tjtc  answered  ia  writiijjf, 
which  he  sent  to  Solomon,  Because  God  loveth  bis  people, 
he  hath  made  thee  king  over  them.  Hiram  said  nioreuver. 
Blessed  be  the  Lord  (jod  of  Israel,  that  made  heaven  and 
enrth,  who  hath  given  to  David  the  kin^  a  wise  son^  endued 
with  discretion  and  understanding,  that  should  build  a  temple 
unto  God.  And  now  I  have  sent  a  cunning  man,  eiulued 
with  understanding,  even  Hurani,  the  son  of  a  M-oman  of  the 
daughters  of  Dan,  nnd  his  father  was  a  man  of  Tyre,  skilful 
to  work  in  gold,  and  in  silver,  in  brass,  in  iron,  in  stone,  and 
in  timber,  in  puqile,  in  blue,  and  in  fine  linen,,  and  in  crimson  ; 
also  to  grave  any  manner  of  graving,  and  U)  devise  all  manner 
of  curious  work  ^vbieh  may  be  appointed  inito  him  with  thy 
cunning  men,  and  with  the  cunning  men  of  my  lord  Dand 
thy  father.  Now  therefore  the  wheat  and  the  barley,  the  oil 
and  the  wine,  which  my  lord  hath  spoken  of,  let  him  send 
unto  his  servants :  and  we  will  cut  wood  out  of  Lebanon,  aa 
much  as  thou  shalt  need:  and  we  will  bring  it  to  thee  in 
floats  by  sea  to  Joppa ;  and  thou  shalt  carry  it  iip  to  Jerusalem. 

[Ont;  '  bath '  wna  a  tcutli  of  a  '  cor.'] 

$  5.  Now  we  go  baek  to  tlie  earlier  iiiiatoriaa. 

So  it  came  to  pass  in  the  four  Innulred  and  eightieth  year 
after  the  children  of  Israel  had  come  out  of  the  bind  of 
Egj'pt,  in  the  fourth  year  of  Solomon's  reign  over  Israel,  in 
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the  month  Ziv,  which  is  the  second  month,  that  Solomon 
bepim  to  build  the  temple. 

Tlie  chronoloi;)-  is  artificial.  Tf  tlie  temple  wns  hegnn  about 
973,  this  would  mean  tlwt  thL'  Exodus  took  place  about  1453,  but 
1  lje]ie%'e  this  h  more  than  a  buudrt'd  yearn  too  early. 

Then  follows  sii  elaborate  deeci-iption  of  the  temple.  But  this 
description  is  very  difficult,  the  Hebrew  text  is  in  g^eat  disorder, 
and  it  iFi  almciet  impoEsible  to  nnderatand  it  without  elflborate 
piftns  and  an  architect  to  explain  them,  Kven  then  people  dispute 
as  lo  dttail3.     So  1  omit  the  descriptioti. 

At  last,  ill  the  elevt-nth  year,  in  the  month  Bui,  which  ie  the 
eighth  month,  the  temple,  in  all  its  parts,  was  wholly  finished.  So 
Solomon  was  seven  yeurs  in  liiiilditig  it. 

Then  Solomon  assembled  the  elders  of  Israel,  and  all  the 
hejidfi  of  the  tribes,  at  Jcmsalcm,  to  bring-  up  the  ark  of  the 
covenant  out  of  the  city  of  Darid,  which  is  Zion.  So  all  the 
men  of  Ismel  asscmbted  themselves  unto  Solomon  at  the 
feast  of  Ingatherinjr  in  the  seventh  month.  And  the  priests 
took  up  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  brought  it  into  tlie  place 
which  Solomon  had  made  for  it  in  the  temple.  There  was 
notliinf;  in  the  ark  save  the  two  tables  of  stone  which  Moses 
had  put  therein.  Then  the  kin^  blessed  all  the  congrejiratiou 
of  Israel,  and  all  the  con!|?rei;ation  of  Israel  stood.  And  he 
8a:d.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Isi-acl,  who  spake  unto 
David  my  father,  and  hath  fulfilled  it,  sajing,  Since  the  day 
that  1  brought  forth  my  people  Israel  out  of  Eg\'pt,  I  chose 
no  city  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  that  a  house  should  be 
built,  that  my  name  might  be  there;  but  1  have  cliosen 
Jerusalem,  that  my  name  might  be  there,  and  I  have  chosen 
David  to  be  over  my  people  Israel.  Now  it  w:is  in  the  heart 
of  Da\id  my  father  to  build  an  house  for  the  name  of  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel.  But  God  said  unto  Da^id  my  father. 
Whereas  it  was  in  thine  heart  to  build  an  house  for  my 
name,  thou  didst  well  that  it  was  in  thine  heart:  neverthe- 
less thou  shalt  not  bTiild  the  house;  hut  thy  son,  he  shall 
build  the  house  unto  my  name.  And  God  hath  performed 
his  word  that  he  spake;  for  I  nm  risen  up  in  the  room  of 
David  my  father^  and  sit  on  the  tlirone  of  Israel,  as  God 
promised,  and  have  built  the  house  for  tlie  name  of  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel.  And  there  have  I  set  a  place  lor  the  ark, 
wherein  is  the  covenant  which  God  made  with  our  fathers, 
when  he  brought  them  out  ol  the  land  of  Kgypt. 
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And  Solomon  »UK>d  before  the  altar  in  the  presenne  ()f  all 
t]w  cotigrejjfitinn  of  Israel,  and  spread  forth  his  hands  toward 
heaven  :  and  he  said,  O  Lord  God  of  Israel.,  there  is  no  Ciod 
like  tiiee,  in  heaven  above,,  or  on  eartti  beneath  ;  w  ho  keei>cst 
covenant  atjd  uuTcy  with  thy  SL-nants,  that  walk  before  thee 
with  all  tliL'ir  he*irt :  who  liast  kept  with  thy  servant  David 
my  father  that  which  thou  didst  promise  him  :  yea,  thou 
spakest,  and  hast  fulhlled  it,  as  it  is  this  day.  Now  there- 
fore, O  TjOrtl  God  of  Israel,  keep  with  thy  servant  David  ujy 
father  that  wliich  thou  didst  promise  him,  sayiuj;.  There 
shall  not  fail  tliee  a  man  in  my  ttig'ht  to  sit  on  the  throne  of 
Israel ;  if  only  thy  chiblren  take  heed  to  their  way,  to  walk 
Iwfore  me  as  thou  hast  walked  liefore  me.  Now  therefore, 
O  God  of  Israel,  let  thy  word.  I  pray  thcc,  be  verilietl,  which 
thou  spakcat  unto  thy  servant  David  my  father. 

But  will  (lod  in  very  <leed  dwell  on  the  earth  ?  behold,  the 
heaven  and  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  thee ;  liow  much 
less  this  house  that  I  have  buikled  !  Yet  have  thou  respect  unto 
the  prayer  of  thy  servant,  and  to  bis  supplication,  O  Lord  my 
God,  to  hearken  unto  the  cry  and  to  tlic  prayer  which  thy 
sen-ant  prayetti  before  thee  tliis  day:  that  thine  eyes  may  be 
open  toward  this  house  nitrht  and  daj',  even  toward  the  place 
of  which  tliou  hast  said,  My  name  slmll  be  there:  that  thou 
inayest  hearken  unto  the  prayer  which  thy  sen'ant  shall  make 
toward  this  place.  And  hearken  thou  to  the  suppLlcation  of 
thy  servant,  and  of  thy  people  Israel,  when  they  shall  pray 
in  this  place :  and  hear  thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place ; 
and  when  thou  hearest,  forgive. 

If  any  man  trespass  a^^ainst  his  neit[hbour,  and  an  oath  tie 
laid  upon  him  to  cause  him  to  swear,  and  he  come  and  swear 
before  thine  altar  in  this  house  :  then  hear  them  in  heaven, 
and  do,  and  judf^e  thy  servants;  condemninjj  the  wicked,  to 
brinfj  his  way  upon  his  head ;  and  justifying  the  righteoxis, 
to  give  him  according  to  his  righteousness. 

When  thy  people  Israel  he  smitten  down  liefoi-e  the  enemy, 
because  they  have  sinned  ag-JiiTist  thee;  if  they  turn  again  to 
thee,  and  confess  thy  name,  and  pray  and  make  supplication 
unto  thee  in  this  bouse :  then  bear  thou  in  heaven,  and  for- 
give  their  sin. 

When  heaven  is  shut  up,  and  there  is  no  nun,  liecause  they 
have  simied  against  thee;  if  they  pray  in  this  place,  and 
coufet>s  thy  name,  and  turn  from  their  sin,  wheu  tE\uu  ufllictcst 
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them :  then  hear  thou  in  hcnven,  mid  forifive  the  siii  of  thy 
servants,  and  of  thy  people  larucl,  hecuuse  tliou  teachfat 
therti  tlie  ji^ood  way  wherein  they  should  walk  ;  and  give  rain 
upon  thy  land,  which  thou  hast  given  to  thy  people  for  an 
inheritance. 

If  there  be  in  the  hmtl  i'amine,  if  there  be  [jestilcnee, 
blasting,  mildew,  locust  or  caterpiller ;  if  tlieir  enemy  besiege 
them  iti  any  of  their  cities;  whatsoever  plague,  whatsoever 
sickness  there  he;  what  prayer  and  supplieatioei  soever  he 
made  by  any  man  who  shall  feel  the  plague  of  his  owni  heart, 
and  spread  forth  liis  hands  towai-d  this  house :  tlien  hear  thou 
in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place,  and  forgive,  and  do,  and  give 
to  every  man  according  to  all  his  ways,  whose  heart  thou 
knowest ;  (for  th(»u,  ei*en  thou  only,  knowest  the  hearts  of 
all  the  children  of  men ;)  that  they  may  fear  thee,  to  walk  in 
thy  ways,  all  the  days  that  they  live  in  the  land  which  thou 
gaveal  unto  our  fathers. 

Moreover  coneiTuing  the  foreigner,  that  is  not  of  thy  people 
Israel,  hut  cometh  out  of  a  far  country  for  thy  name's  sake  ; 
(for  they  shall  hear  of  thy  great  name,  and  of  thy  mighty  hand, 
and  of  thy  stretched  out  arm;)  when  he  shall  conic  and  pray 
liefore  this  house;  hear  thou  in  heaven  tliy  dvfclling  place, 
and  do  according  to  all  that  the  foreigner  calleth  to  thee  for; 
that  all  the  peoples  of  the  earth  may  know  thy  name,  to  fear 
thee,  as  dotli  thy  people  Israel,  and  that  they  may  know  that 
this  house  which  I  have  built  is  called  by  thy  name. 

If  thy  people  go  out  to  battle  against  their  enemy,  and  they 
[iray  ujito  (iod  toward  tlie  citv  which  thou  hast  chosen,  and 
toward  the  house  which  I  have  built  for  thy  name  :  then  hear 
thou  in  heaveji  their  prayer  and  their  supplication,  and  main- 
tain their  cause.  If  they  sin  against  thee,  (for  there  is  no  man 
that  sianeth  not,)  and  thou  be  angry  with  them,  and  deliver 
them  to  the  enemy,  bo  that  they  carry  them  away  captive 
untx>  the  hind  of  the  enemy,  far  or  near;  yet  if  they  shall 
bethink  themselves  in  the  land  whither  they  are  carried 
captive,  and  repent,  and  make  supplication  unto  thee  in 
the  land  of  them  that  carried  them  captive,  saying,  We  have 
sinned,  and  have  done  perversely,  we  have  committed  wicked- 
ness ;  and  so  return  unto  thee  with  all  their  heart  and  with 
all  their  soul  hi  the  land  of  their  enemies,  who  led  them 
away  captive,  and  pnvy  unto  thee  toward  their  land, 
which  tliou  gavcst  unto  their  fathers,  the  city  which  thou 
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hast  chosen,  and  the  house  which  T  have  built  for  thy  name : 
then  hear  thou  their  prayer  iiiul  their  supplieation  in  hmveii 
thy  dwelling  phicc,  and  nmintain  their  cause;  and  furgtvc 
thy  people  wlio  have  sinned  agiiinst  thee,  anil  all  their 
taans^ressions  wherein  they  hiive  transgressed  ajfainst  thee; 
and  j^ivc  tlieni  compassion  before  those  who  carrietl  tlieni 
captive,  that  they  uiay  have  compassion  on  them:  fur  tiscy 
be  tliy  people,  and  thine  inlieritflnce,  which  thou  broutchtcst 
forth  out  of  Etfypt,  frt>ni  the  midst  oi  tlie  furnace  of  iron  : 
that  thine  eyes  may  be  open  unto  tlie  supplication  of  thy 
servant,  and  unto  the  supplication  of  thy  people  Israel,  to 
Iiearkcn  unto  tlitnn  in  idl  tliat  they  call  for  unto  thee.  For 
thou  <lidHt  sepamtr  them  froni  among  all  the  ptsjples  uf  the 
earth,  to  Ih-  thine  inheribincc,  as  thou  spakest  hy  the  hand  of 
MoRCs  thy  servant,  %vhcn  thou  broughtest  our  fathers  out  of 
Egj'pt,  O  Lord  God. 

And  it  was  so,  that  when  Solomon  had  made  au  end 
of  prayhig  all  this  prayer  and  supplication  unto  Uod,  he 
arose  from  before  the  altjir,  from  kneeling  on  his  knees  witii 
hig  hands  spread  up  to  heaven.  And  he  stood,  and  hlessed 
all  the  congregation  of  Israel  with  a  loud  voice,  saying. 
Blessed  be  (ioil,  that  hatJi  given  rest  unto  bis  peopk*  Israel, 
according  to  all  that  he  promised  :  there  hath  not  failecL  one 
word  of  all  his  g<jo<l  promise,  which  he  promised  by  the 
hand  of  Moses  his  sei-\'ant.  TJie  Lord  otu-  Uod  he  uith  iie, 
as  he  was  with  our  fathers  :  let  him  not  leave  us,  nor  forsake 
us:  that  he  may  incline  our  hearts  unto  him,  tu  walk  in  all 
liis  ways,  and  to  keep  his  commandments,  and  his  statutes, 
and  his  judgements,  which  he  comniaiuled  our  fathers.  And 
let  these  my  words,  wherewith  I  have  made  supplication 
before  God,  be  uigh  uiito  the  Lord  our  God  day  atid  night, 
that  be  maintain  the  cause  of  his  servant,  and  the  cause 
of  his  people  Israel,  at  all  times,  as  the  matter  shall  ivquire  : 
that  all  the  peoples  of  the  earth  may  know  tliat  the  Lortl 
is  God,  and  that  there  is  none  else.  Let  your  heart  there- 
fore be  perfect  with  the  Lord  our  God,  to  walk  in  his  statutes, 
aud  to  keep  his  commaudnients,  as  at  this  day. 

And  the  king,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  offered  sacrifice,  and 
he  and  all  the  children  of  Israel  dedicated  the  house  of  God. 
And  Solomon  held  the  feast  of  Ingatheringat  that  time, and  all 
Israel  with  hiin,  a  great  congregation,  from  the  entering  in  of 
Ilumath  unto  the  brook  of  Kgypt,  before  the  Lord  our  God, 
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seven  days.  And  on  the  eighth  day  he  sent  the  people  an-ay, 
mid  they  blessed  the  king,  and  went  unto  their  tents  joyful 
and  ghtd  uf  heart  for  all  the  goodciess  that  God  tmd  doue 
unto  David  his  servant,  and  to  Israei  ]m  people. 


g  6,  There  are  a  few  tliinga  I  should  lilce  to  apeak  ahout  in  tliia 
nohle  dedication  priiyer. 

'  O  Lord  Gud  vf  iHrael,  there  \b  no  God  like  thee,  in  heaven 
ftbovo,  or  on  earth  beneath.'  So  the  pr»yer  openB.  This  spema 
R  Ftranpe  exprebsitm.  "We  should  ("ay :  '  There  is  iin  Onrl  l/ui  thee.' 
But  the  Hebrews  were  aurrouuded  by  ueighboui's  who  each  had  their 
own  national  gods,  aad  alfhougU  tliej  came  to  uuderetuud  and  realize 
that  these  olhcr  gods  were  no  gods — mere  idoU  and  nouentities — 
60  lliat,  as  it  says  in  tliis  vei-y  prayer,  beRide.s  the  tmo  God  '  (here 
in  ucjiit;  clae,'  no  other  divine  power  at  all,  they  had  not  always 
realized  this.  8ouie  had  only  thoujiht  that  their  God  was  yreaier 
thftji  nnj  other  god,  and  eo  phraeee  like  '  No  GoJ  llko  thee,'  meant 
at  liret  what  thoy  aeeni  to  mean  cpiito  simply  and  naturally.  But 
in  our  present  prayer  and  to  our  present  writer,  '  then*  is  no  God 
like  thee,'  meant  juat  the  aarae  aa  '  there  is  no  God  fmt  thee,'  And 
so  towards  the  end  of  the  praver  it  is  said, '  That  all  the  peoples 
of  the  earth  luay  know  tliut  the  Lord  is  God,  and  that  there  U 

none  else.' 

'  The  Lord  is  God.'     What  do  theee  words  mean  ? 

Well,  here  apain  we  have  a  survival.  If  you  were  to  tiike  up  an 
Euphali  BJbJe,  you  would  observe  tiiat  iu  miiiny  places  where  my 
extracts  have  tlie  word  '  God,'  the  EngliBh  Uible  has  the  words 
'the  Lord.'  In  the  Song  of  Moaep,  and  in  the  hyinn  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  Levite  idealiist,  David  appointed  to  be  sung  I>efora  the 
ark  of  God  '  by  the  hand  of  Astiph  and  his  brethiTn/  I  have  kept 
'the  Lord'  unchanged.  Ihit  everywhere  else  alcnoet  I  havo  eubeti- 
tuted  '  GoJ,'  becaaee  I  did  nut  with  to  use  '  the  Lord '  till  I  could 
Hud  a  convenient  place  in  which  to  explain  its  origin  and  meaning. 
For  U6,  just  as  for  the  author  of  Solomon's  prayer.  '  the  Lord '  and 
'God'  are  quite  the  anuie.  'The  Lord'  is  a  mere  synoiiiTn  for 
*  God.'  So  ill  the  Greek  translation  of  the  Bible  we  tiiid  the  woi-dfi 
'  Ho  KunoR,'  whioh  mean  '  the  Lord.'  But  the  TTebrew  word,  which 
we  translate  '  the  Lord,"  does  not  mean  '  tli«  Lord,'  The  Hebrew 
word  is  a  propor  imme.  Now  u  proper  name  for  God  seema  to  ua 
unnocessary,  and  it  i*  unneceesary  for  all  those  who  believe  that 
there  is  only  one  God.  A  proper  name  is  only  wanteii  when  there 
are  more  individuals  than  one  of  the  same  clasB,  If  you  Ijelieve 
tJiat  there  ai-e  two  Gods,  you  want  a  name  for  each,  to  distiuguiah 
one  from  the  other.     If  we  had  two  suu»,  each  woiUd  have  its 
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name.  TBe  Hebrew  woi-d  wbicli  we  transliite  *  tlic  Lonl '  belongs 
to  u  time  wben  all  tlic  Hcbri-WB  ditl  iiol  bflii-vu  tliat  tlieir 
iiei0:hboura'  gods  were  mere  'things  of  nouglit' — fictiona,  uoneu- 
tities,  arid  idols.  At  tlint  time  ilmy  bad  (^  diatitigimh  their  own 
God  from  ihe  gods  of  tlieir  neig^b bum's.  Aud  as  tbc  otber  false 
gods  liad  proper  iiames,  bo  must  ibeir  true  God  bave  a  ]irtt[jer 
RADIO  too.  Hove  aud  wben  this  uniue  was  adopted,  and  wbat  it 
means,  «re  not  jjrecisely  known.  iJut  tbe  Hebrews  tlieiuj^elvea 
wipposed  tbat  it  was  connected  with  tbe  Hebrew  word  Uayah, 
wliicb  means  '  to  be.'  Tbe  uiime  siguifivd,  tliey  believed,  tbe  <-.«•- 
Umce  of  Gud.  He  m.  in  a  sense  iu  which  no  created  thing  can  be 
faid  to  be  at  all.  He  is  pure  Being.  He  is  wbat  be  is:  one, 
eternal,  cbangeless,  iuMmprchensiblc.  H«  was,  he  ia,  he  ever  will 
be.  Yon  will  remember  how,  lu  tbe  story  of  tbe  revebition  ut  the 
burning  Ijush,  Moses  sava  unto  God, '  Heboid,  when  I  come  unto  tbe 
ehildien  of  Israel,  and  shal!  eay  unto  them,  the  God  of  your  fathers 
batb  sent  me  niito  yon;  and  they  sliaH  say  to  me,  what  is  his 
name  I  wbat  ehall  I  eay  unto  tbera  1 '  And  CJod  replies  to  Moses  und 
aays,  'I  AM  THAT  I  AM.  Tims  slmlt  ibou  say  unto  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  I  AM  hutb  sent  me  unto  yon.'  The  words  'I  am 
tbat  I  am '  probably  mean  that  the  liest  descriptioii  or  name  of 
God  is  one  which  most  simply  tuid  purely  afSrma  bis  exislcnce. 
HE  IS ;  the  one  supreme  reality,  tbe  condition  of  all  things,  tbe 
eternal  Now,  without  beginning  aud  without  end. 

But  after  hiiving  used  tbe  phrnee  '  I  am  that  I  am,'  and  imme- 
diately aftennards  the  shorter  form  '  I  am,'  as  his  true  name.  God 
aaye  unto  Moftes,  'The  Lord,  thtj  God  of  your  fathers,  the  God  of 
Abraham,  the  Gocl  of  Isaac,  aud  tbe  God  of  Jacobj  bath  tent  mo 
unto  you  :  this  is  my  uauio  for  ever,  aud  tliis  is  my  memorial  unto 
all  gen  era  ti  one.'  ('  Memorial'  is  here  a  mere  synonym  for  narae.li 
Now  the  Hebrew  word,  inaccurately  translated  'the  Lortl,'  ana 
here  said  to  be  God's  name,  ia  not  quite  the  same  as  *  I  am,'  but  it 
is  to  be  also  rej^'anled  as  a  form  of  the  verb  'to  lie.'  '1  an '  ia 
never  nsod  ayalu,  but  always  this  other  fomi,  of  which  'I  am  '  wan, 
I  suppoFc,  intended  to  be  the  explanation  or  paraphmse.  In  tbe 
Hebrew  lant^uage,  as  you  know,  thu  voweh  have  no  letters.  Only 
consonants  have  letters.  The  vowel  points  were  not  devised  and 
placed  under  the  consonants  for  eentunce  sfter  all  the  Bible  had 
been  written  and  finished.  The  consimanta  of  the  word  whith 
we  translate  'the  Lord'  are  these  four:  YHVH.  But  iu  all  pro- 
bability the  Hebrew  V  was  pronounced  like  our  W,  and  so  the 
letters  should  be  YHWH. 

Now  when  all  the  Hebrews  became  not  only  worshippers  of  one 
God,  but  firm  believera  in  bis  Aloucuess — assured  that  '  thei-e  Is 
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none  else/  like  the  author  of  Solomon's  pniyer  and  of  a  famous 
chapter  in  the  Retroapect — a  name  for  God  presented  great  difli- 
cultiee.  He  could  not  have,  becaiige  he  could  not  need,  a  dis- 
tingni^liing  name  like  the  gods  of  other  nations-  Yet  the  name 
WiiB  there.  Tliey  were  therefore  convinced  that,  if  name  there  were, 
it  was  whriily  different  in  nuture  and  meaning  from  all  other  names  in 
the  world.  The  only  meaning  they  knew  of,  the  simple  and  solemn 
meaning,  '  I  am  '—pure  Being — wiis  EufBcient  t-o  maik  it  off  from. 
all  other  oiLmes,  whetJier  of  gode  or  men.  In  that  '  I  am' they] 
believed  to  abide  Tast  and  inexhauetihle  reservea  of  power  and 
significance.  In  some  mj'sterious  and  incompreheuaihle  way  the 
name  was  supposed  to  contain  witbiu  it  the  nature  and  esBeiJce  of 
the  Divine  Being.  The  Jews  were  inclined  the  more  readily  to 
this  belief  beiause  to  the  men  of  old  the  saying '  what's  in  a  name' 
docB  not  ht>ld  good  at  all.  They  beliered  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  in  a  name,  for  there  existed  some  strange  and  mysterious 
connexion  between  a,  nmn'e  name  and  his  very  self.  Hence 
the  Jews,  partly  through  reverence  and  partly  through  awe 
{just  because  their  national  God  had  become  to  them  the  only 
God),  entirely  gave  up  using  or  pronoonciug  the  once  familiar 
name  of  God.  It  waa  only  pronounced  on  one  day  in  the  year 
by  one  person,  and  thut  was  by  the  High  Priest  on  the  Day 
of  Atonement  at  the  niost  solemn  moments  of  the  sacred  ritaal. 
And  when  the  Temple  was  dsBtroyed,  nobcdy  ever  said  it  at  all. 
Instead  of  uttering  it,  they  said  Adoiiai,  which  really  doe^  mean 
Lord.  They  still  ifrrote  the  four  cousonauts,  YHVH,  hut  they 
$aid  ADONAF.  Heuce,  when  the  vowel  points  were  added 
under  the  consonants,  nobody  knew  what  the  proper  vowela  for 
YHVH  were.  The  punctuators,  therefore,  arbitrarily  put  under 
tbete  consonants  the  same  vowels  as  they  rightly  put  under  Adouai, 
which  wonl  In  Hebrew  aleo  has  four  coiiEonants.  Tlie  vowels  of 
one  word  were  given  to  another.  Now  these  vowela  added  to 
YHVH  make  the  word  come  out  thus  YeHoVaH,  that  is,  Yehovali. 
But  ae  in  English,  J  is  customarily  used  to  expreta  the  Hebrew  Y, 
Yehovah  becomes  Jehovah.  Hence,  in  Milton  and  other  poets  yoa 
often  find  Jehovah  used  as  a  Bynonym  for  God.  AVliat  the  real 
towbIb  for  YHVH  ehould  be  nobody  know»  for  certain.  Learned 
people,  however,  think  they  i^hould  he  ^a'  and  '  e,'  put  thus: 
YaHVeH,  that  is  Yuhveh.  And  as  the  Hebrew  V  waa  pronounced 
W,  and  the  accent  would  fall  on  the  second  syllable,  the  probable 
pronunciation  was  Yahweh. 

Now  we  ace  the  meaning  of  the  phmae:  'The  Lord  is  God.'  It 
means  the  God  of  the  Hebrews  is  emphatically  the  true  and  only 
Qo<l :  there  is  none  else. 
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We  also  nndcnrtand  better  Um  constant  reference  to  God's 
'name'  m  the  course  of  the  prayer.  It  occurs  gome  seven  or  eight 
tunes.  Good's  'naine'  tneune  Httk-  mure  niid  littlf  U-S-t  tbuii  God's 
fielf.  So  we  coalil  pmcticnilj  sabstitute  for  it  '  thou  '  niid  '  thy.* 
Thus,  'for  tby  named  fake'  mtaiiB  'for  thy  aakt.'  T\\e  t<^mpli> 
which  18  '  built  for  thy  name '  meaus  '  built  for  thee  : '  '  called  by 
tliy  name'  meaus  'associated  with  or  lielunginK  to  thee.'  ^Coufess 
thy  name  '  mcaiis  '  ackBowKdge  thee.*  to  confew  thy  kingthip  and 
Godhead  and  the  justice  of  the  panishment  which  ha«  liefallen  us. 
'  For  they  shall  hear  of  thy  great  name '  means  '  hear  aud  realize 
t^at  the  God  of  Israel  is  the  only  true  God.'  Lastly,  *  My  name  shall 
he  there '  means  little  moro  thsu  '  I  will  show  favour  to  this  place.' 

Next  let  U8  notice  the  great  saying,  *  Will  God  in  very  deed 
dwell  on  the  earth  1  Behoh),  heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavens 
cannot  contain  thee :  how  much  less  this  house  that  I  have  builded ! ' 
The  old  idea  was  that  in  the  temple  which  was  made  for  him,  the 
god  of  that  temple  resided— at  all  rventa  from  time*  to  time.  Hut 
though  the  Hebrews  kept  on  with  their  temple — for  old  forms 
outlast  new  ideas  and  are  made  to  embody  thL-m — tliey  outgrew 
such  primitive  notions.  They  knew  that  God  was  uut  11  material 
being,  and  therefore  cuuld  not  rightly  be  said  to  'dwell'  anywhere. 
Heaven  is,  indeed,  still  called  hia  dwelling-place,  Iral  it  is  a  mere 
phrase.  Human  beings  &$  we  ai*e^made  up  of  liody  and  s(»nl — 
we  are  bound  sometimes  to  localize  God  iu  order  to  realize  him. 
As  we  are  Aerf,  so  we  think  of  him  as  (/urre,  though  we  all  (he  time 
l>e]icve  that  be  is,  iu  a  wonderful  sense  which  we  cannot  fully  under- 
stand, Ijoth  there  and  here.  We  epf  ak  of  liim  as  boing  in  heaven,  but 
with  far-seeing  eyes  and  far-hearing  ears  to  see  and  hear  all  that 
goes  on  upon  the  earth.  Yet  these  ton  are  rautaphorrt,  which  thyre 
is  no  harm  in  using  so  long  as  we  remember  that  they  do  not 
express  the  fell  truth,  but  are  men*  '  ways  of  speaking'  suited  to 
our  human  needs.  Thu  highest  truth  that  we  can  realize  about 
God  aud  hts  everywlierene&s  is  erpreesed  in  the  words  :  *  Will  God 
in  Tery  deed  dwell  on  the  earth  ?  Behold,  heaven  and  tho  heaven 
of  bcavens  cannot  contain  him :  how  mucli  less  this  house  that 
I  have  builded  1 '    It  ie  also  fxprenscd  in  a  great  psalm,  which  says  : 

'  Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  spirit  ? 
Or  whither  shall  I  flee  from  thy  presoncel 
If  I  ascend  np  into  heaven,  thou  art  there  : 
If  I  make  my  bed  in  the  lower  wnrld,  hehohi,  tbou  art  there. 
If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morning, 
And  descend  at  the  uttermost  paKs  of  the  sea ; 
Eveu  there  shall  thy  hand  lead  mo, 
And  thy  right  hand  shall  hold  me.' 
V  a 
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Solomon's  prayer  prolmbly  finislictl  ct  first  with  llie  piirt  alwat 
the  foi-eigiier.  'this  would  indeed  make  a  Bne  climax  or  pcroratioD. 
Tlie  nuthor  eynipftthized  witli  anotlHT  grewt  writer  who  lioped  that 
the  temple  of  the  Jews  would  become  a  House  of  Prayer  for  all 
peoples.  Note  too  bow  prayer  ie  grtidoally  BUp]>la£itiiig  sacrifices. 
The  rest  of  the  piuyL-r  was  probubly  udded  by  a  writer  wbo  lived 
dnring  the  exile,  and  wbo  yearned  for  restoration  to  hia  own 
land. 

The  prayer  breathes  tbrougbout  a  beautiful  fcpirit  of  Biucerity, 
eimplicity,  and  fivitb.  Simple  aud  lunilamfiilai  are  the  requests 
and  needs :  peaee^  independence,  fertility  of  fioil,  jutstice,  and  above 
all,  tlie  forgiveiieBv  of  fin,  The  aeat  of  Ein  and  of  gnoiineFR  h  in  the 
heart,  and  only  God,  who  knows  the  hearts  of  nil  the  children  of 
men,  can  bo  the  judge  of  man.  We  can  ouly  roughly  and  outwardly 
judge  actioits:  God  can  judge  the  biwrt.  Besides  and  except  CJod 
none  can  fully  know  bis  neighbonr's  heart,  for  each  miin  feels  alone 
the  '  plague  of  liis  own  heart ' :  as  we  blioiild  say  In  nimlem  phrase, 
the  Btiuga  of  consoieuce  are  only  known  to  ourBelves  and  to  God. 

§  7.  Seeds  of  rebellion  and  disaffetition  were  Ihlekly  sown  by  the 
oppreaeive  government  of  Solomon,  itoreover,  the  pnrer  epirits  in 
Ismcl  were  not  satisfied  by  the  kinjt's  attitude  to  relifjion.  It  was 
true  he  had  built  a  great  temple,  but  many  pi-eferretl  a  simpler, 
luid  perhaps  fjincerer  worship.  Moreover,  Solomon  bud  many 
foreign  wives,  and  according  to  one  "nTiter,  'these  wives  turned 
away  bin  heart.'  He  Beenis  to  have,  hnilt  'high  places,'  or  altars 
for  sacrifice  to  the  national  goda  of  hi»  foreign  wivee.  You  will 
remember  ia  jour  EngHah  histoid  what  offence  was  caused  by 
Charles  I  mnrryiug  a  lloman  Catbulic  princess,  atid  by  her  having 
a  private  chapel  at  conrt,  in  which  Eoniau  Cuthulic  worship  was 
carried  on.  The  same  kind  of  offence  with  greater  cause  was  giTen 
by  the  action  of  Solomon. 

Hcbellion  broke  out  even  during  Solooion's  reign,  but  he  was 
nble  to  cjuell  it  by  force.  Aa  we  have  the  story  uow,  it  is  ht-tero- 
geneous,  tli-it  is  to  say,  it  is  a  mixture  r,f  an  old  story  and  a  later 
one,  ao  that  wliercfia  we  have  the  bcgimiin;:  of  the  old  etory  and 
just  the  end  of  it,  the  middle  of  it  has  been  i-emoved  and  a  new 
story  put  in  its  place.  But  the  new  middle  follows  very  awkwai-rlly 
on  the  old  beginning,  and  the  old  endl  follows  still  more  awkwardly 
on  the  aew  nudille. 

The  titory  begins  thus  : 

And  Jcrubonni  tlie  son  of  Nebat,  s.n  Eplirjumitc  of  Zprctlahj 
a  servant  of  Solomon,  whose  mother's  name  was  Zeruali, 
a  nidow  womun,  he  nlso  lilted  up  his  h.ind  Jigainst  the  king. 
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And  this  was  the  cause  tlmt  iie  lifted  ii|)  his  hand  a^inst  the 
king:  Solomon  huilt  Millo,  and  repiiircd  the  breach  of  the 
city  of  David  his  father.  And  the  man  JeroboiLtn  was  a 
mighty  man  of  valour:  und  Solomon,  seeing  that  tlie  young 
nnin  was  industrious,  appointed  him  over  all  the  labourers  of 
the  house  of  Joseph. 

The  'Millo'  was  ptii-t  of  the  fortificatioas  of  the  citadel  of 
Jemsalem,  wliicli  citadt-l  wn*  culled  Ziuii,  ur  the  'city  of  David.' 
The  stoiy  muat  have  goiio  on  to  tell  how  Jcvoljoam,  put  by  Solonioa 
in  a  position  of  i-esjionsihility,  used  or  ahni=.eti  it  to  raise  the 
Etaiidard  of  revolt.  But  Solomon  waa  too  stroiii^  for  hiin,  and 
Jeroboam  (as  we  are  told  at  the  end)  '  fled  into  Egypt,  unto 
Sliisbak  king  of  EjQ'pt,  nnd  remained  iu  Egypt  until  tlie  death  of 
Solomou.'  Into  this  Btory,  after  the  words  '  the  house  of  Joseph/ 
a.  later  writer  has  wedged  iu  the  following;: 

And  it  came  to  pass  at  that  time  that  once,  u-hen  Jerohcmin 
had  gone  cmt  of  Jerusaiein,the  pniphet  Abijah  of  Slnlo  found 
him  in  the  wayj  now  Ahijah  ivas  elad  with  a  new  garment ; 
and  they  two  were  alone  in  the  field.  And  Ahijali  took  hold 
of  the  new  gnrment  that  was  on  iiim,  and  rent  it  in  twelve 
pitrces.  And  he  said  t^>  Jeroboam,  Take  thee  ten  pieces  :  for 
thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  Hehohl,  I  will  rend  the 
kingdom  out  of  the  hand  of  Solonion,  and  Mill  give  ten  tribes 
to  thee :  (but  he  shall  have  one  tribe,  for  my  servant  David's 
sake,  arid  for  Jerusalem's  sake,  the  city  wbicli  I  have  chosen 
out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel :)  because  that  he  bath  forsaken 
me,  and  bath  worshipped  Ashtweth  the  goddess  of  the  Zido- 
nianfl,  Chemosh  the  god  of  Moab,  and  Milcom  the  god  of  the 
children  of  Ammon ;  and  he  has  not  walked  in  my  Avays,  to 
do  that  u'hieli  is  right  in  mine  eyes,  ami  to  keep  my  statutes 
und  my  j  lulgenteuts,  as  did  David  Ins  fattier.  Jlowbeit  I  uill 
not  take  the  whole  kingdom  out  of  his  haml :  und  I  udll  make 
bim  prince  all  the  days  of  his  life,  for  David  my  servant's 
sake,  whom  1  chose,  because  he  kept  my  eonnnandments  and 
my  statutes :  but  I  will  take  the  kingdom  out  of  his  son's 
hand,  and  will  give  it  unto  tliee,  even  ten  tribes.  And  unto 
his  soil  wiU  I  give  one  tribe,  that  Da\'id  my  acrvant  m;iv  liave 
a  lamp  alway  before  me  in  Jerusalem,  the  city  wliich  I  have 
chosen  me  to  put  my  name  there.  And  I  will  take  thee,  and 
thou  shatt  rei^'ii  acL-ording  to  all  that  thy  snnl  desiretli,  and 
shalt   be   king   over  larael.     And  it  shalE  be,  if  thou  wilt 
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hearken  unto  all  that  I  commantl  thee,  and  \v\\t  walk  in  mV 
ways,  and  do  that  which  is  rig^ht  in  mine  eyes,  to  keep  my 
statutes  and  commandments,  even  as  David  my  senant ;  that 
I  will  be  with  thee,  and  hiiild  thee  a  sure  houae,  as  I  built  for 
David,  and  will  give  Israel  unto  thee. 

Then  foIIowB  the  old  end,  which  is  obviously  out  of  all  conuexiou 
with  what  we  have  just  heard  : 

Solomon  sought  therefore  to  kill  .leroboam.  But  Jeroboam 
aruHi-,  and  fled  into  E^'pt,  unto  Shishnk  king  of  Egypt,  and 
WU8  in  Egypt  uutil  the  death  of  Solomon, 

It  is  quite  likely  that  Aliljah,  ia  his  justiOahlo  aiitajromsm  to 
Solotiion's  trectiou  of  the  high  places  to  the  gods  of  his  foreign 
wives,  inaj'  have  urged  Jeroboam  to  rehel  aguinst  the  king.  The 
middle  of  our  present  etory  was,  however,  written  long  after  tlie 
event,  Eo  what  Ahijjih  actually  said  and  did  is  uncertain,  and  we 
are  wholly  in  the  dark  as  to  the  course  and  mauner  of  the  rehellioii. 
Suppressed  for  Solomon's  lifotiuic,  it  wae  to  break  out,  aa  we  shall 
hear,  with  greater  force  and  success  after  his  death,  ngaiiiet  hia  son 
lieholjoam. 

Notice  that  Jn  the  speech  of  Ahijah  one  tribe  only  is  reBprved  to 
the  htuae  of  Duvid.  This  was  actually  the  case.  The  tribe  of 
Benjnmii.1  was  always  Icaet  favourable  to  David,  for  it  was  the 
tribo  to  which  David's  predecessor  had  belonged,  Beujamin  be- 
longed to  the  northern  king;rloni.  ^^1»y,  then,  do  we  hear  of  ten 
tribes  and  not  of  tlevcn,  although  Ahijah  divides  liis  mantle  into 
twelve  pieces  ?  The  reosnn  is  that  the  trihe  of  Simeou  had  by  thia 
time  disappeared  or  been  absorbed  in  Judab,  while  the  tribe  of 
L.evi  was  no  longer  (if  it  had  ever  been)  a  trihe  with  its  own  terri- 
tory, but  simply  a  tribo  of  Priests  scattflred  through  both  kingdoms. 
Thia  woald  leave  only  nine  tribes  for  the  North,  but  the  tribe  of 
Joseph  was  customarily  counted  as  two — Epbraim  audMauasseh — 
BO  that  we  thua  obtain  ths  given  number  of  ten. 
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CHAPTER  XII 


And  Jeroboiun  and  alt  the 
and   spake   unto   RehulManij 

yoke  grievous :    now  there- 
service  of   thy   father,    and 


5  r.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  oE  Solomon,  and  all  that  he  did, 
and  his  wisdom,  are  tliey  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  acts 
of  Solomon  ?  And  the  time  that  Solomon  reigned  in  Jerusa- 
lem orer  all  Israel  was  forty  years.  And  Solomon  slept  with 
Ilia  fathers,  and  was  buried  in  the  city  of  David  his  father : 
and  Reholmam  his  sou  reigiied  in  his  stead. 

Now  when  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat  heard  that  Solo- 
mon was  dead  (for  he  was  yet  in  Egypt,  whither  he  had 
fled  from  king  Solomon),  he  returned  irom  Egypt.  And 
Rchoboam  went  to  Shechem :  for  all  Israel  were  come  to 
Shechcm  to  make  him  king. 
congregation  of  Israel  cauie, 
saying,  Thy  father  made  our 
fore   make   thou   tlie    grievous 

Ilia  heavy  yoke  which  he  put  u]xtu  us,  lighter,  and  we  will 
sen'e  thee.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Depart  yet  for  three 
days,  then  come  again  to  me.     And  the  people  departed. 

And  king  Reholxiam  consulted  with  the  old  men,  that  had 
stood  before  Solomon  his  father  while  he  yet  lived,  sajing, 
How  do  ye  advise  nic  to  answer  this  people  ?  And  they 
spake  unto  him,  saying,  If  thou  wilt  be  a  acniint  unto  this 
people  this  day,  and  wilt  serve  them,  and  answer  tbcin,  and 
speak  good  words  to  them,  then  they  will  be  thy  servants  for 
ever.  But  he  forsook  the  counsel  of  the  old  men  which  they 
had  given  him,  and  consulted  with  the  young  men  that  were 
grown  up  with  him,  that  stood  before  him.  And  he  said 
unto  them.  What  counsel  give  ye,  that  we  may  answer  this 
[jeople,  who  have  spoken  to  me,  saying,  Make  the  yoke  that 
thy  father  did  put  upon  us  lighter  ?  And  the  young  men 
that  were  grown  up  with  him  spake  mito  him,  saying,  Thus 
shalt  thou  say  unto  thi&  people  that  spake  unto  thee,  saying, 
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Thy  father  made  our  yoke  hra^-y,  but  makt*  thou  it  lighter 
unto  U8 ;  thus  shalt  thou  speak  imto  them.  My  little  finger 
shall  be  thicker  than  my  father's  loins.  And  now  whereaa 
uiy  fallier  did  hide  you  with  a  heavy  yoke,  I  will  ndd  to  your 
yoke  ;  my  father  ehaatistid  you  with  whipSj  but  1  will  clutStise 
you  M'ith  neorpioHs. 

So  Jeroboam  and  all  the  people  came  to  Reholwam 
the  third  day,  as  the  king  had  apjrointed,  saying.  Come 
to  me  again  the  third  day.  And  the  king  answered  the 
people  roughly,  and  forsook  the  old  men's  counsel  which 
they  had  given  liim  ;  and  spake  to  them  after  the  counsel  of 
the  young  men,  saying,  My  father  made  your  y()ke  heavy,  hut 
I  will  add  to  your  yoke  :  my  father  chastiswi  yon  with  whips, 
but  I  will  chastise  you  with  scorpions.  Thus  the  king  heark- 
ened not  unto  the  people ;  for  it  was  brought  about  of  (Jod, 
that  he  might  perform  his  word,  which  he  spake  by  the  hand 
of  Ahijah  the  Shiloiiite  to  .lerolioaui  the  son  of  Nebat. 

And  when  all  Israel  saw  that  the  king  hearkened  not  unto 
them,  the  people  answered  the  king,  saying,  What  portion  have 
we  in  David  ?  neither  have  wc  iidieritiaice  in  the  son  of  Jesse : 
to  your  tents,  O  Isrne^l :  now  see  to  thine  own  house,  David- 
So  Israel  departed  unto  their  tents.  But  as  for  the  chihiren 
of  Israel  who  dwelt  in  the  cities  of  Judah,  Rehoboam  reigned 
over  them.  Then  kijjg  Rehoboam  sent  Adornui,  who  was 
over  the  leyy ;  and  all  Israel  stoned  him  with  stones,  that  he 
died.  So  king  Relmboam  made  speed  to  get  him  up  to  liia 
chariot,  to  flee  to  Jerusalem.  So  Israel  rebelletl  against  the 
house  of  Dai'id,  unto  this  day.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
all  Israel  beard  that  Jeroboam  was  returned,  that  they  sent 
and  called  him  unto  the  congregation,  and  made  hun  king 
over  all  Israel :  there  was  none  that  followed  the  house  of 
Davidj  but  the  trilx'  of  Judah  only. 

So  now  th?re  were  two  kingdoms  among  the  Hebrews,  the 
kinj^dom  of  the  Xorth,  or  kiLRdom  of  Ismeh  and  the  kiBgdooi  of 
the  Huutli,  or  kingdom  of  Judali.  The  norlheni  kingdom  liwtcd 
some  215  yeara,  from  937  to  722  b.  c.  The  southei-n  kingdom 
lasted  some  351  ycara,  from  937  to  386  b.  c,  or  136  yenrs  loager 
than  tlie  kingdom  of  Israel. 

'ITie  disruptiou  of  the  kiugdoras  waa  rnngt  disastrous  for  T>oth. 
First  of  all  there  wfis  frequent  civil  wfur,  whereby  ttie  resources  of 
hoth  kinfrdoms  were  waited  in  internal  etrif'e,  witli  infinite  wretoted- 
neas  auil  misery  to  both  sides.     Secondly,  whereae  a  united  larael 
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under  a  David,  or  even  a  Solomon  was  nii  import»nE  fiKum  I'n 
weeteru  Asia,  a  power  to  he  reckoned  with,  the  two  i^e|>arnie 
kingdoms,  weakened  by  civil  war,  wei'e  uimlile  to  make  a  stand 
ngiiinst  foreign  foes  or  rivals.  Kgjpt  on  the  one  aide,  the  kin^jdom 
of  I>ftninpcns  on  the  other,  ravage  and  opprL'Sa  llits  luiid  ol'  Judah 
and  Israel,  even  before  the  y;i-ent  empire  of  A^^sjria  overthrows  tho 
northeru  kingdom  utterly,  and  makes  a  humble  v&sshI  of  the  Muth. 


-  §  a.  The  history  of  Iroth  kingdoms  ii  very  imperfectly  and 

iragrouutarily  preswrved  to  us.  The  *  bciuks  of  Kings,'  as  th»^y  are 
called,  were  not  eouipiJed  to  teach  history,  hut  to  teach  religion. 
The  compiler  included  historiciil  fuels,  but  the  factsj  were  by  no 
noefins  his  main  ohject.  He  juet.  picked  out  from  his  autliorillcs 
what  suited  his  purpose,  curtailed  snd  expanded  hia  materirtla  in 
the  way  he  thought  heal,  set  them  in  the  mcst  effective  light  nnd 
drew  the  moral  he  desired. 

The  coiupller^a  central  iden  was  that  the  kings  of  the  northfru 
kingdom  were  always  ungodly  rulers,  and  the  kings  of  the  south 
frequently  so.  Wlmt  does  he  mean  hy  ungodly  rulers  1  He  means 
by  it  that  they  had  not  obeyed,  and  iuduced  their  euhjects  to  obey, 
the  religious  laws  of  the  Heti-osjiect.  Aud  by  '  religious'  laws  he 
included  the  lows  relating  to  public  worship, 

Let  me  mention  wh.it  these  lawa  are. : 

(i)  Only  one  God,  aud  kc  'the  Lord,'  the  true  God,  innst  be 
Worabipped  in  Israel, 

(2)  There  must  be  no  rcpreaentntion  of  that  one  God  in  visible 
form. 

(.■{)  There  must  be  no  religioua  symbols  auah  ns  pnles  and  pillars 
wbicli  were  customary  among,  aud  imitated  from  tht.'  Cauttauites, 

{4)  No  EacriEcea  must  be  offered  except  at  the  Temple  of 
Jcnisalem. 

Now  the  Iaw8  of  the  Retrospect  were  not  pnblished  nitd  accepted 
till  about  the  year  623,  that  is  some  314  yenra  after  the  diiath 
of  Solomon,  and  many  of  them  were  totally  unknown  hefure  that 
time. 

Eememberiug  this,  let  us  now  tiiko  our  four  main  laws  in  tho 
reverse  order,  heginning  with  number  four. 

(4)  The  law  that  no  aacrlficee  must  Ibo  offered  excfl]it  at  the 
Temple  of  Jeruealcm  waa  a  very  great  innovation.  We  shall  here- 
after gee  why  it  wna  put  forward  and  what  was  its  justification, 
but  as  at  that  time  all  public  worship  involved  and  implied  sacri- 
fice, the  law  came  to  the  same  thing  a«  if  it  were  to  be  ordered  row 
that  t]iei*e  Ehould  be  no  Bynagvgues  iu  all  Eniflaiid,  except  one  central 
Bynagtigue  in  London.   Till  synagogues  were  eetablished,  superseding 
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and  transccniliiig  the  Temple,  it  was  baixlly  possible  tliat  the  la 
could  be  obeyed  ot  bII.  mid  of  ctrnrHO  Iwfore  it  wiia  known  ftnd 
accepted  then;  could  lie  no  sin  in  disobpyiiig  it.  Bnt  our  compiler 
qnite  honestly  believed  that  it  hail  alwavH  been  kuowu  to  every- 
body. 

(3)  The  religious  symbols,  such  afi  pillars  and  poles,  were  also 
rot  known  or  realized  to  hv  wrong  1111  tho  date  of  the  Retrospect. 
It  was  true  that  they  had  been  liorrowwl  from  the  Canaauites,  bat 
no  one  had  objected  to  them  till  about  the  time  when  tha 
Retrosjwct  was  compiled. 

(2)  It  19  said  in  tbeTeuWurda:  '  Tliou  ehalt  not  make  unto 
thco  a  graven  image,  the  likenepa  of  any  form  that  is  in  the  heaven 
above,  or  that  ia  in  the  cartli  bouealh,  or  that  is  in  the  water  under 
the  earth :  thou  shalt  not  bow  down  thyself  unlo  them  uor  aerve 
them.'  It  ie  not  certain  whether  these  words  were  coniraonly 
unilerstood  to  forbid  the  representation  of  God  himself  in 
viBible  form  as  well  aa  the  worship  of  the  imag'es  nf  other  gods 
or  of  viaihle  objects  such  as  sun  or  moon.  It  is  unfortunately 
time  thiit  the  Jlelrews  imitated  the  Canaauites,  nnd  from  time 
to  time  worshipped  God  und^r  the  gymliol  of  a  bull,  and  only 
gradually  got  to  understand  how  monstrous  and  degrading  such 
a  practice  really  was. 

(1)  Ever  since  Moacs  the  law  hail  been  known  and  recognized 
that  uo  God  but  '  the  Lord  '  must  be  worshipped  iu  Israel. 

So  then  as  to  the  four  fiunJauiental  religious  laws  of  the 
Keti-ospect,  the  compiler  of  the  books  of  Kinys  is  justified  in 
blaining  the  kings,  of  citlier  North  or  South,  Ibr  any  violation  of 
the  Jirst.  He  ia  less  justified  in  blaming  them  for  auy  violation  of 
tht  second,  although  there  was  no  visible  ropreaentation  of  God  lu 
the  public  worship  at  the  central  sanctuary  of  Jerusalem.  He  ia 
not  at  all  justified  in  blaming  thera  for  any  violation  of  the  third 
or  fourth. 

AVe  must  not,  however,  forget  how  enonuoualy  itnpoitaut  the 
conflict  against  idolatry  in  nil  its  forms  and  phases  n^ally  was. 
All  the  world  wae  given  up  to  idolatry :  it  needed  endless  struggles 
and  preachinga  and  eufferinga  for  larnel  to  renounce  it  utterly. 
No  cost  was  too  great  to  secui-e  this  all  important  end.  No  real 
and  yet  popular  progress  in  religion  could  be  made  till  all  idolatry 
was  wholly  gc>t  rid  of.  It  ie  veiy  difficidt  for  us  to  realize  this 
now.  Nor  do  we  realiiw!  (as  the  compilers  of  the  liooks  of  Kings 
iiiid  of  the  Retro&pect  could  realize)  the  moral  degradation  which 
almost  always  aecompanied  idolatry.  Purity  of  life  and  Canaanite 
idolatry  were  almoet  a  contradiction  in  terms.  We  cnn,  therefore, 
forgive  any  amount  of  historical  inaccuracy,  and  even  historical  or 
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judic-ifti  unfairness,  if  it  helped  ou  the  great  ttud  uoble  cauBe  of 
pure  and  undiluted  Monotheism. 

§  3.  Now  let  lis  come  back  to  the  history,  rememherinffalwayK  from 
whose  pen  much  of  it  cornea,  and  by  whom  aud  when  tie  fiicts  WBre 
arranged,  elaborated  and  commented  on.     Xi  is  not  an  easyhiatory 
to  underetand    and    remember,    because    for    215    years    there    U. 
a  double  series  of  kings  to  bmr  in  mitiil,  uud  a  double  seriee  oS\ 
event  B, 

Let  UH  first  take  tbe  history  of  Judali  for  the  sixty  years  after  ths 
death  of  Solomon,  i.e.  from  937  to  877.  Three  kings  ruled  during 
this  period,  namelyj  Eehoboam,  Abijali,  and  Aaa.     Thus  ; 

Behoboam  .  .  .  937-920 
Abijah  .....  920-917 
Asa 917-876. 

And  Reliobo»,m  the  son  of  Solomon  reigned  in  Judah. 
Rehoboani  was  forty  and  one  years  old  when  he  began  to 
reign^  and  he  reigned  seventeen  years  in  Jerusalem,  the  city 
which  Gotl  chose  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  to  put  his 
name  there :  and  his  niother^s  name  was  Naanmh  the 
Amniortitcaa,  And  Judith  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the 
sight  of  God.  For  they  huilt  them  high  places,  and  pillars, 
and  poles,  on  every  high  hill,  and  under  every  green  tree ; 
they  did  according  to  all  the  aiboiniiiations  of  the  nations 
%vhich  God  cast  out  l>efore  the  children  of  Isniel. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  fifth  year  of  king  Rehoboam,  that 
Shishak  king  of  Kgypt  came  up  against  Jerusalem :  and  lie 
took  away  the  treasures  of  the  temple,  and  the  treaeurcs  of  the 
king's  house  ;  he  even  took  away  all :  and  he  took  away  all  the 
sliields  of  gold  which  Solomon  had  made.  And  king  Reho- 
hoam  made  in  their  stead  brazen  shields,  and  connnitted  tlietn 
to  the  hands  of  the  chiefs  of  the  guard,  who  kept  the  door  of 
the  king's  house.  And  it  was  so,  when  the  king  went  into 
the  temple,  the  guard  bare  thetn,  and  brought  them  back  into 
the  guard  chamber.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acta  of  Rehoboam, 
and  all  that  he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  tlie  book  of  the 
chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  And  there  was  war  between 
Rehoboam  and  Jeroboam  all  their  days.  And  Rehoboam 
slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  burled  n-ith  his  fathers  in  the 
city  of  David.     And  Abijah  his  son  reigned  in  his  staid. 

Now  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  king  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat  began  Abiiali  to  reigti  over  Judah.   Three  years  reigucd 
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he  in  JertisHlem :  and  liin  imithcr'a  name  wnn  Maacah  the 
diiughtor  of  Abishaloni.  And  he  walked  in  all  the  sins  of  his 
father,  which  he  had  done  befnre  him  :  and  his  heiirt  was  not 
perfect  with  the  Lord  his  God,  as  the  heart  of  Uavid  his 
lather.  Nevertlbelesa  tor  David'a  sake  did  the  Lord  his  God 
give  him  a  ]amj>  in  Jerusalem,  to  set  up  liia  sons  after  him, 
and  to  estitblish  Jerusalem :  lieciiuse  David  did  that  which 
was  ripht  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  turned  not  aside  from 
any  thiiii^  that  he  commanded  him  all  the  days  of  his  Ufe, 
save  only  in  the  matter  of  Uriah  the  HittitL*.  Anil  the  rest 
of  the  act«  of  Ahijah,  and  alt  tliat  he  did,  art*  they  mit  written 
in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  And 
there  was  war  between  Ahijah  and  Jeroboam.  And  Abijah 
slept  with  his  fathers ;  and  they  buried  him  in  the  city  of 
David :  and  Asa  his  son  reigiied  in  his  stead. 

And  in  the  tweiiticth  year  of  Jeroboam  king-  of  Israel 
reigned  Asa  over  Judah.  And  forty  and  one  yeiire  reigned 
he  in  Jerusalem  :  and  his  mother's  name  was  Maacah.  And 
ASiL  did  that  wliich  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  as  did 
David  his  father.  And  he  removed  all  the  idols  that  his 
fathers  had  made.  And  also  Maacali  his  mother  he  removed 
from  being  queen-mother,  because  she  had  made  an  inuige 
for  Astarte;  and  Asa  cut  down  her  image,  and  burnt  it  at 
the  brtjuk  KIdron.  Hut  tiie  high  places  were  not  removed  ; 
nevertheicss  Asa's  heart,  was  perfect  with  the  Lord  all  his 
daya.  And  he  brought  into  the  temple  the  things  which 
his  father  liad  dedicated,  and  the  things  which  himself  had 
dedicated,  silver,  and  gold,  and  vessels. 

And  there  was  war  between  Asa  and  Bansha  king  of  Israel 
all  their  days.  And  Baasha  king  of  Israel  went  up  against 
Judah,  and  built  Uamah,  that  he  might  not  suffer  any  tx)  go  out 
or  come  in  to  ^Vsakingof  Jutlah.  Then  Asa  took  all  the  silver 
and  the  gold  that  were  left  in  the  treasures  of  the  temple,  and 
the  treasures  of  the  king's  house,  and  delivered  thciu  into  the 
hand  of  his  servants :  and  king  Asa  sent  them  to  Bcii-hadad, 
the  sou  of  Tabriunnon,  the  son  of  Hezion,  king  of  Syria,  that 
dwelt  at  Damascus,  saying.  There  is  a  league  between  me  and 
thee,  hetweL'u  my  father  and  thy  father:  behold,  I  have  sent 
unto  thee  a  present  of  silver  and  gold;  come  and  break  thy 
league  with  Baasha  king  of  Israel,  that  he  may  depart  fnini 
mc.  So  Ben-lmdad  liearkeued  unto  king  Asn,  and  sent  the 
captains  of  the  hosts  which  he  had  against  the  cities  of  Israel^ 
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and  Rmotc  Ijnn,  and  Dan,  and  Abel-betli-niaiicah,  and  all 

CliinntTothj  with  all  tlie  land  of  N:iphl4ili.  Add  it  c;iiue  to 
piissj  when  Baasha  heard  thereof,  that  he  left  off  building-  of 
Uaniah.  and  returned  to  Tirzali.  Then  kinjj;  Asa  made 
u  proclanialion  unto  all  Juduh;  nunc  was  cxemjitcd  :  iind 
they  took  awfiy  the  Btones  of  Raniah,  and  the  tiiiiber  thereof, 
wherewith  Biiaslia  had  builded ;  and  king  Asa  built  with 
them  Gcba  of  Benjamin,  and  Mi/pub.  Now  the  rest  of  all 
the  acts  of  Asa,  and  all  his  might,  and  all  that  he  tlid.  and 
the  cities  which  he  built,  arc  they  not  written  in  the  book  of 
the  elmniicles  of  the  kings  oE  Judah  ?  Nevertheless,  in  the 
time  of  hi«  old  age  he  waH  diseased  in  bis  feet.  And  Asa 
slept  with  bis  fathers,  and  M-as  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the 
city  of  David  his  father  1  and  Jehoshaphat  his  son  reigned  in 
his  stead. 

Tlirt  sins  whirh  Judah  ia  said  to  have  committed  under  Rpliohoam 
were  at  that  time,  aa  we  know,  not  ains  at  nil.  No  one  knew  that 
there  was  auy  objection  either  to  the  local  sanctnaries  (nr  high 
placee)  ui"  to  the  sncreil  pillnrs  and  poles  which  were  dotted 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  laud.  On  the  other  hand 
the  idols  which  Asa  destroyed,  and  especially  the  i<lol  wliicli  Maacali 
used  in  the  worship  of  Asturte,  were  a  real  and  known  vi«.)latioa 
of  the  fiiiidaiueutal  religious  law,  Thou  shalt  have  no  other  goda 
beside  me. 

§  4.  Now  as  to  the  kingdom  of  Israel  during  these  sisty  years. 
Here  tlitirc  ruled  nix  kin^ffi  inetejid  of  three.     Thus  ; 

JcTuboaiii  I      .     .     .  937-91.5 

Niidab 915-914 

liaaeha 914-890 

Ela 8ga-8R9 

Zimri 689 

Omri 889-877. 

And  Jeroboam  built  Shcchcrain  thehill  country  of  Epbraim, 
and  dwelt  therein  ;  and  he  went  out  froui  thence,  and  built 
Penuel.  And  Jerc)boriin  thought  in  his  heart,  Now  Khali  the 
kingdom  return  to  the  bouse  of  David :  if  this  people  1^0  np 
to  offer  sacritices  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  at  Jernsalent,  then 
shall  the  heai-t  of  this  people  turu  agtiin  unto  their  lorti,  even 
unto  Uchoboiiui  king  of  Judab ;  and  they  shidl  kill  me. 
Wiiereupou  the  king  took  counsel,  and  made  two  calves  of 
gold;  and  he  said  unto  the  people.  Ye  have  gone  up  king 
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enough  to  Jerusalem ;  belioUl  thy  god,  O  Israel^  who  brought 
thee  lip  out  of  the  land  of  Ef^'pt.  And  he  set  the  one  in 
BetheK  and  the  other  put  he  in  Dan.  And  he  built  temples, 
and  made  priests  fmni  among  all  the  people,  who  were  not  of 
the  sons  of  Levi.  And  these  thin^  became  sin  unto  the 
houBe  of  Jeroboam,  even  to  cut  it  off,  and  to  destroy  it  from 
oS  the  fjtce  of  the  earth. 

At  that  time  Abijah  the  Ron  of  Jerobonm  fell  sick.  And 
Jeroboam  said  to  his  wife.  Arise,  I  pray  thee,  and  dis^isc 
thyself,  that  thou  bt*  not  known  to  he  the  wife  of  Jeroboaui : 
and  get  thee  to  Shiloh ;  behold,  tliere  is4  Aliijah  tlie  pn»phet, 
who  told  me  that  I  sliouhl  Ih*  king  over  this  jieoplo.  And 
take  with  thee  ten  loaves,  and  cracknels,  and  a  cruse  of 
honey,  and  go  to  him :  he  shall  tell  thee  what  shail  become 
of  the  child.  And  Jeroljoam's  wife  did  so,  and  arose,  and 
went  to  Shiloh,  and  came  tw  the  house  of  Ahijali. 

Now  Ahijah  could  not  see ;  for  his  eyes  were  set  bv  reason 
of  his  age.  And  God  said  unto  Ahijah,  Behold,  the  wife  of 
Jeroboam  cometh  to  auk  thee  about  her  Bon;  for  he  is  sick: 
thus  and  thus  shalt  tho\)  say  unto  her.  So  when  she  came  in 
disguised,  and  Ahijah  heard  the  sound  of  her  feet,  as  she 
came  in  at  tlie  door,  he  said.  Come  in,  thou  wife  of  Jeroboam  j 
why  feignest  thou  thyself  to  he  another?  for  I  am  sent  to 
thee  with  heavy  tidings,  fio,  tell  Jeroboam,  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel :  Forasmuch  as  I  exalted  thee  from 
among  the  people,  and  made  thee  prince  over  my  people 
Israel,  and  rent  the  kingdom  away  from  the  house  of  David, 
and  gave  it  thee :  and  yet  thou  hast  not  been  as  my  servant 
David,  who  kept  my  commandments,  and  who  followed  me 
with  all  his  heart,  to  do  that  ojdy  which  was  right  in  mine 
eyes ;  but  hast  done  evil  above  all  that  were  before  thee,  and 
Iiast  gone  and  made  thee  other  gods,  and  molten  images,  to 
provoke  me  to  anger,  and  hast  cast  me  behind  thy  back: 
therefore,  behold,  I  will  bring  evil  upon  the  house  of  Jeroboam, 
and  will  cut  off  from  Jeroboam  every  man  child,  and  will 
utterly  sweep  away  the  house  of  Jeroboam,  as  a  man  swcepeth 
away  dung,  till  it  be  all  gone.  Him  tlmt  dteth  of  Jeroboam 
in  the  city  shall  the  dogs  eat ;  and  him  that  dieth  in  the  field 
shall  the  fowls  of  the  air  eat :  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it. 
Arise  thou  therefore,  get  thee  to  thine  house :  and  when  thy 
feet  enter  into  the  city,  the  child  shall  die.  And  all  Israel 
shall  mourn  for  him,  and  bury  him  ;  for  he  only  of  Jeroboam 
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shall  come  to  the  grave  :  because  in  him  there  is  found  some 
good  thing  toward  the  Lonl  God  of  Israel  in  the  house  of 
Jeroboam.  Moreover  the  Lord  shall  raise  liiin  ijp  a  king 
over  Israel,  who  shall  cut  off  the  house  of  Jcrohoaiu.  For 
the  Lord  shall  smite  Israel,  as  a  reed  is  shaken  iti  the 
water  J  and  he  shall  root  up  Israel  out  of  this  good  land, 
which  he  gave  to  their  fathers^  and  shall  scatter  them  beyond 
the  River ;  becuuae  of  the  poles  which  they  have  made,  pro- 
voking the  Lord  to  anger.  And  he  shall  give  Israel  up 
because  of  the  sins  of  JeroboHin,  wherewith  he  did  sin, 
and  wherewith  he  made  Israel  to  sin. 

And  Jeroboam's  wife  arose,  and  departed,  and  came  to  Tir- 
zah  :  and  when  she  came  to  the  threshold  of  the  house,  the  child 
died.  And  tliey  buried  him  ;  and  all  Isi-ael  mourned  for  him, 
according  to  the  word  of  the  I-rf>rd,  whicli  he  spake  by  the  hand 
of  his  sen-ant  Ahijali  the  prophet.  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of 
Jeroboam,  how  he  warred,  and  how  he  reigned,  behold,  they 
are  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel. 
And  the  days  which  Jeroboam  reigned  were  two  and  twenty 
years:  and  he  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  Nadab  his  son  reigned 
in  his  stead. 

And  N'adab  the  son  of  Jeroboam  began  to  reign  over 
Israel  in  the  second  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah,  and  he 
reigned  over  Israel  two  years.  j\jid  he  did  evil  in  the  sight 
of  tlie  Lord,  and  walked  in  the  way  of  his  father,  anrl  in  his 
sin  wherewith  he  made  Israel  to  sin.  And  Baasha  the  son  of 
Ahijah,  of  the  house  of  Issachar,  conspired  against  him  j  and 
Baasha  smote  him  at  (jibbethon,  which  belonged  to  the 
Philistines  J  for  Nadab  and  all  Isniel  laid  siege  to  (iibbethon. 
Even  in  tlie  third  year  of  Asa  king  of  Jndida  did  Baasha  slay 
him,  and  reigned  in  his  stead.  And  it  c;nne  to  pass,  when 
he  reigned,  he  smote  all  the  house  of  Jeroboani ;  he  left  not 
to  Jeroboam  any  that  breathed,  until  he  had  destroyed  him  ; 
according  unto  the  saying  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake  by 
the  hand  of  his  servant  Ahijah  the  Shilonite  :  beciiuac  of  the 
sins  of  Jeroboam  which  he  sinned,  and  wherewith  he  made 
Israel  to  sin  ;  by  his  provocation  wherewith  he  provoked  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel  to  anger.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acta  of 
Nadab,  and  all  that  he  did,  arc  they  not  written  in  the  book 
of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

In  the  third  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah  hegtuj  Baasha  the 
sou  of  Ahijah  to  reign  over  all  Israel  in  Tirzah,  and  reigned 
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twenty  and  four  yciirH.  And  he  did  evW  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  :m)c1  walked  in  the  way  of  Jerolwiitn,  and  in  liie  sin 
wherewith  he  made  Israel  to  sin.  Then  the  wnrd  of  the 
Lord  came  to  Jehu  the  son  of  Ilanani  :ij?iiiiist  Ha.T;shri,eayi»(f> 
Forasinucli  us  I  exulted  thee  oat  of  tlte  dust,  mid  itiude  thee 
priiiee  over  my  people  Israel;  and  thou  hast  walked  in  the 
M'ay  of  JerotMJjim,  and  haet  made  my  peo^ple  Israel  to  sin,  to 
provoke  me  to  anger  with  their  sinsj  behold,  I  will  utterly 
sweep  aM-ay  Baasha  and  his  house  j  and  I  will  make  thy 
house  like  the  house  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat.  Him 
that  dieth  of  Baasha  in  the  city  shall  the  dog»  eat;  anfl  him 
thill  dieth  of  his  in  the  field  shiUl  the  fowls  of  the  air  eat. 
Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Bajisha,  and  what  he  did,  Jind  his 
might,  are  they  not  written  in  the  hook  of  the  chronicles  of 
the  kiTigs  of  Ismel  ?  And  Ba^isha  slept  with  his  fathers,  and 
was  huried  in  Tir/ah ;  and  Elah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

In  the  twenty  and  sixth  year  of  Asa  king  of  Jndah  hegan 
Elah  the  son  of  Baiisha  to  reign  over  Israel  in  Tirzah,  and 
reigned  two  years.  And  his  servant  Ziniri,  captain  of  half 
his  chariots,  conspired  against  him :  now  he  was  in  Tir/ah, 
drinking  hitnself  drunk  h\  the  house  of  Ar/a,  steward  of  his 
lioirse  in  Tirzah :  and  Zimri  went  in  and  smote  hini,  and 
kiiled  him,  in  the  twenty  and  seventh  year  of  Asa  king  of 
Judnh,  and  reigned  in  his  stead.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
he  begaji  to  reign,  as  soon  as  he  sat  on  his  throne,  that  he 
smote  all  the  house  of  flaasha,  together  with  his  kinsfolks, 
and  his  friends.  Thus  did  Zimri  destroy  all  the  honse  of 
Baasha,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake 
against  Baasha  by  Jehu  the  prophet,  for  all  the  sins  of 
Baasha,  and  the  sins  of  Elah  his  son,  which  they  sinned, 
and  by  which  they  made  Israel  to  sin,  to  provoke  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel  to  anger  with  their  vanitii^s.  Now  the  rest 
of  the  acts  of  Elah,  and  all  that  he  did,  are  they  not  written 
in  the  book  of  the  chmnieles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

In  the  twenty  and  seventh  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah  did 
Ziniri  reign  seven  days  in  Tincah.  Now  the  people  were 
encamped  against  Gibbethon,  which  belonged  to  the  Philis- 
tines. And  the  people  that  were  encamped  heard  say,  Zimri 
hath  conspired,  and  hath  alao  slain  the  king:  wherefore 
all  Israel  made  Omri,  the  captain  of  the  host,  king  over 
Israel  that  day  in  the  cauip.  And  Omri  went  up  from  Gibbe- 
thon, and  all  Israel  with  him,  and  they  besieged  Tintali.   And 
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it  came  to  pass,  when  Ziniri  siiw  that  the  city  was  taken, 
that  he  went  into  the  king's  house,  and  hurnt  the  king's 
house  over  him  \rith  fire,  aud  (lie<l,  for  his  sins  which  he 
sinned  iu  doing  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lortl,  in  walking  in 
the  way  of  Jerohoam,  and  in  his  sin  which  he  did,  to  nuike 
Isniel  to  sin.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Zimri,  and  his 
treason  that  he  wrought,  arc  they  not  MTitten  in  the  hook  of 
the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  r 

Then  were  the  people  of  Israel  divided  inltj  two  pnrls :  Indf 
of  the  people  followed  Tihni  tlip  son  of  (linatli,  to  make 
hnn  king;  and  half  followed  Omri.  But  the  people  that 
followed  Omri  prevfiiletl  against  the  people  that  followed 
Tihni  the  sou  of  Ginuth:  so  Tibni  died,  and  Omri  reigned. 
In  the  thirty  and  first  year  of  Asa  kJii^  of  .Tudah  hegan  Oniri 
to  reign  over  Israel,  and  reit^iitnl  twelve  years:  six  years 
reigned  he  in  Tirzah.  And  he  t)onght  the  hill  Samaria  of 
Shemer  for  two  talents  of  silver;  and  he  built  on  the  hill, 
and  called  the  name  of  the  city  whieh  he  built,  after  the 
tianie  of  Shemer,  tlie  owiicr  of  the  hill,  SiLiiiariii.  And  Oinri 
wniught  evil  in  the  sight  of  tlie  Xx>nlj  atui  flid  worst>  than  all 
that  were  before  him.  For  he  walked  in  all  the  way  of 
Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nchat,  and  in  his  sins  wherewith  he 
made  Israel  to  sin,  to  pixnoke  the  Lord  (lod  (jf  Isi-ael  to 
anger  with  their  vanities.  Now  the  rest  of  tlie  aets  of  Omri 
which  he  did,  and  his  might  that  he  shewed,  are  they  not 
written  in  the  book  of  the  clnoincles  of  the  kings  of  Israel? 
So  Omri  slept  with  hia  fathers,  and  was  hurieil  in  Suniuriu : 
and  .\huh  hia  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

We  have  to  read  these  papsBges  ftboiit  the  kings  ef  lernel 
from  Jeralidnm  to  OjnrI  remetnhonug  thii  writer  and  all  thni  we 
have  heard  about  him  bi'foi-c.  Wis  uiie  tixtid.  idvn  wns  tliut  all  the 
kinps  of  Jsnitl  wi-re  wicki'd  and  llmt  they  wcTO  ivickcil  Iwcftuse 
thoj  transKri'SHC'd  the  1»W8  of  the  Hetrospect.  ilc  n^peats  the  unnio 
judgement  in  ftlmoat  the  pnmp  words  about  every  oneof  tlinn,  ilioufili 
Omri  (so  lar  mt  wr  knuw  merely  hwcimao  he  wua  tlm  father  of  Abah, 
of  whom  we  are  soou  to  hear)  ia  declaied  to  have  been  even  worse 
thnii  bi»  fu reman ers.  Notice  that  Zitnri,  who  only  rcij;iicii  buv^ni 
days,  is  coiidemued  jirecinely  in  the  Bame  stercotypfd  wnyl  lUit 
whiLt  strikes  tis  even  more  is  this:  the  writer  iip&iirnen  tliat  what 
fie  ihiuks,  Uod  tli>t)Ught,  aud  that  as  ln's  judgenicul  was,  bo  too  whs 
and  mu&t  ho  the  judgt-jiicul  of  Gocl.  Yet  as  wc  know,  /««  judgo- 
iiaent  was  often  nnhiatorioal  aud  unfair.     For  the  laws  of  the 
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Retrospect  liaJ  not  even  been  writteu,  far  less  published  and 
Rcceplvd,  by  tlie  reign  of  Oniri.  The  coiit-cquciice  of  our  writer's  rwili 
idcntiiicatiui)  of  his  own  tlmughta  witti  tbo  tbougbfe  of  God  ib  thai 
be  puts  woicis  into  the  mouths  of  the  prophets  of  that  time  which 
caiiuat  represent  whitt  they  actually  MtiJ,  and  he  makes  God 
rcspousible  for,  and  tlie  author  of,  the  very  horrible  and  wholesale 
murders  by  which  each  fresh  usurper  extermiimtea  the  family  of 
his  predfieessor  ou  the  throne.  Ouoe  more  it  iB  from  the  Bible  that 
we  liave  to  correct  the  Bible,  for  we  mnft  never  tlrafj  down  what  is 
highest  ill  the  Bible  to  the  level  of  what  ia  less  high.  Kow  the 
Bible  EJiys  this : 

My  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts,  neither  are  your 
ways  my  ways,  sail-h  the  Lord.  For  ilb  the  he-nvpiiB  are 
higher  than  the  eartli,  &o  are  my  ways  higher  than  your 
ways,  and  my  thoughts  higher  thiitii  your  thoughts. 

And  again : 

God  is  full  of  compassion  and  gracious,  slow  to  anger 
and  plenteous  in  mercy.  Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  childreuj 
so  God  pitieth  them  that  fear  hiiu.  For  he  bnoweth  our 
frame  ;  he  retnemhereth  that  we  are  diisl. 

And  in  the  law  of  the  Retrospect  itself  we  are  told  : 

The  father  ehall  not  be  put  to  death  for  the  children, 
neither  shall  the  children  be  put  to  death  for  the  fatliers. 

And  eist.'\vhcre  this : 

The  Bon  shall  not  bear  the  intquitv  of  the  father,  neither 
shall  the  father  Ijear  the  iniquity  or  the  son.  Cast  away 
from  you  all  your  transgressions,  and  make  you  u  new  heart 
and  a  new  spirit.     I  have  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  him 

that  dietli,  saith  the  Lord  (lod :  wherefore  turn  youraelvea 
atid  live. 

If  we  compare  theee  utterances  with  what  we  have  heard  about 
the  kings  of  Israel,  we  shall  he  aware  of  a  difference  between  the 
two.  And  it  is  a  good  working  rule  that  that  which  is  higher  aud 
better  is  also  truer  and  mure  divine. 
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CHAPTER  XIII 


§  I.  Wk  will  DOW  take  nil  Qiglity  years'  sirctch  of  liistory  In  the 
two  kiiipilnins,  Ijeginiiiiig  this  time  witb  Israel  instead  of  Judali. 
Htre  we  fiiul  for  tliese  eighty  years  five  kings  only.     Thus  ; 

Ahab 877-855 

ATiRziiih       ....  855-854 

Jehoiam     ....  854-842 

Jehu 842—814 

Joahaz  814-797. 

The  reign  of  Alia)>  is  very  famous  especially  bcamse  of  the  great 
pnvjihet  Elijah  who  lived  at  tK.-it  Hnie. 

Perhjtps  it  will  he  advisahle  for  ma  to  §ay  a  few  words  hwe 
about  the  projihets  geuemlly. 

We  have  nU-eady  met  with  a  few  prophets  aiuce  the  dnys  of  Saul. 
At  fiist  they  are  hardly  iijdividuali?.c«l,  fttid  we  do  not  know  what 
their  propheayiu;^  cousiats  of  or  what  it  mt?nus.  It  seenia  a  sort  of 
^t!■allge  excitement,  accompaitipd  with  music;  hut  without  any 
moral  basis  or  object,  But  gr^lually  the  excitement  becomes  lees, 
mid  tlie  iuiiividiiid  prophets  emerKt;  and  atep  out  of  the  crowd.  We 
ijet  to  Gad,  Nutlian,  ;iiid  Ahijah,  nm\  of  these  tlirec  Nathan  already 
re|«reseiitR  the  type  of  the  Prophet  as  we  have  him  at  hie  IjCBt, 
when  in  God's  name  he  denounces  Djtvid  for  his  eiii  agaiutit  Uriah. 
The  prophets,  then,  were  inestengera  mid  t cachet's :  tliey  were  men 
who  felt  that  the  spiilt  uf  God  had  ctanc  to  tJiern  and  drove  liiem 
to  Buy  certain  things.  These  things  might  he  warnings  or 
tlueatB:  they  might  be  raoral  teaching,  pi-omitea,  or  foi-ettl lings, 
hut  in  all  of  them  alike  the  prophets  hL'licved  that  God  had 
eharged  them  with  their  mestagc.  '  Tiiere  is  withitk  me,  ns  it 
were/  sayH  one  of  thcaiii,  'a  burniu!^  fire  shut  up  in  my  hones,  and 
I  cannot  contain  myself,'  Spt-ak  he  must.  How  do  we  know  that 
it  was  God's  njiirit  which  drove  tbtse  men  to  sqieak  t  We  have  uo 
other  test  to  go  hy  than  this  :  ivhat  is  great  and  nohic  and  true — 
t/t<i(  is  the  wui'k  of  Ciod  and  his  spirit.  God  has  not  clioaeu  tliat 
any  man  phonld  alvjatji  speak  what  is  great  niid  nohle  and  true  for 
all  time.     He  liiia  choi>t^n  that  the  uiure  good  and  the  lesH  good 
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should  !•«  tiiixol  up.  and  ]il-  IiUR  left  M  to  sfpni-ate,  as  tlie  Dibte 
sftye,  the  '  wheat  from  the  chaff.'  Ho  theiv  were  ditfprent  kinds  of 
'  prophets,'  and  ev<>ii  of  those  wlio  honestly  helievL'd  that  what  they 
>tI)ol{e  w<)s  the  will  of  God,  the  words  of  some  are  much  truer  aud 
LTewter  than  the  words  of  others. 

For  a  long  tiDie  the  piti[ihets  did  not  write  down  their  messages. 
They  were  delivered  for  n  pnrticwlar  ocra.«iiiii  to  a  partioular  group 
of  people  and  for  a  particular  end.  Ai^er  a  time  tliey  he^n  to 
HTite  down  what  they  Imd  said,  or  bits  of  it,  Rud  fragment's  of 
these  prophetical  wriliiigs,  mixed  up  with  the  additions  of  tbeii' 
fditore,  have  survived  to  our  own  time. 

Elijiih,  of  wliom  we  have  now  to  hear,  did  not  writ*»  down  his 
iii'i?»sHg>i't<.  He  w^is  nkore  a  man  of  deeds  than  of  words.  A  grand, 
huge,  (iiid  solitai-j-  figure,  of  whom  all  sorfcs  of  wondt-rful  t«Ie8 
were  told  mid  repented  (with  iniiTiy  additionH  in  the  telling) 
from  month  to  mouth,  eo  thnt  it  ift  vpT\-diflii?ult  to  separate  off  what 
ifi  pmhiihiy  (juittf  tnie  from  what  is  prohably  eri-oueous.  Sometimt-a 
wl*  rauy  well  believe  that  the  great  prophet  wan  mueh  greater  than 
the  atoriea  told  of  him,  and  that  tlu-y  refleet  the  views  of  his  people 
rather  than  his  own.  For  Elijuli  in  nil  probability  towei'ed  above 
thft  men  of  bis  age  in  his  views  abont  goodness  asA  God. 

§  2.  Now  then  let  us  hi^iu  the  history  of  Ahab. 

And  ill  the  thirty  and  eighth  year  of  Asa  kin.E^  oF  Judiili 

Iifgitn  .\h;il]  thf  win  of  Oiiiri  to  rciijn  over  Isnu'l :  and  Ahab 
the  son  of  Oinri  reignt'd  over  Israel  in  SatiKiria  twenty  and 
two  yeurs.  And  Ahab  the  son  of  Oinri  did  evil  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord  above  all  that  were  before  hinu  And  it  cuine  to 
pass,  us  if  it  had  been  a  light  thiiig^  tor  hini  to  walk  in  the 
sins  of  .Jeroboam  the  son  of  Neliat,  that  he  took  to  wife 
Jezebel  the  dauj^hter  of  Ethbaal  kiiit;  of  tlie  Zitloniaris,  and 
went  and  served  Uaal,  and  worshipped  bim.  And  he  reared 
up  an  altar  fur  Baul  in  the  temple  of  Baal,  which  lie  had 
huitt  ill  Samaria.  And  Ahab  made  a  pillar  and  a  pole  for 
Baal,  and  Ahab  did  more  to  provoke  the  Lor<l  (Jod  of  Israel 
to  anger  than  all  the  kings  of  Israel  tliat  were  before  bim. 

Tbu8  Ahab  appears  to  have  comniiltcd  the  satno  kind  of  sin  m 
Roltimon.  He  married  a  Tyriau  princess,  and  he  built  a  temple 
with  an  altur  for  the  worahip  of  the  Tyriiiu  gtid  Baal  and  he 
worehipped  at  this  ahar  himself.  There  was  moreover  a  regular 
company  of  idolatrous  priests  to  attemi  to  the  cdolatixnis  wnrehip  of 
the  foreign  god.  When  the  better  ajid  purer  minds  in  It^rael 
remembered  th«i  great  law, '  Thou  ^halt  have  no  other  gods  beside 
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wip,'  and  when  they  murmured  at  the  new  idulatiy,  the  kiug 
Hpptiari^  to  tttve  allowed  Jezebel  luid  her  party  to  maltreat  and 
oppresa  tlie  inurmuiere.  and  more  cspeciiill_y  tlie  prophets.  For  they 
were  naluniUy  to  the  fiire  in  autiiguiiiain  iiJiil  conijiluint.  But  the 
fieflrt  find  soul  nnd  lieud  of  the  opposition  to  Jezebel  was  tht! 
prophet  EHjah.  'I'here  seems  to  have  existed  a  collection  of  stories 
retpei.ti ut;  him,  tf  which  collecliou  ^ome  have  hetu  incorporated  by 
our  fompilcr  iu  hie  history  of  the  lungs.  The  fiist  stoiy  which  hu 
gives  wiiB  eleiirly  not  the  fii-st  in  the  colIedioTi,  for  Elijah  is 
suddenly  jntruduced  without  expliiusLtioii,  comment,  or  introduction, 
jind  we  are  plunged  into  the  very  middle  of  the  struggle  between 
liim  and  Ahab.     This  is  how  the  btory  begins: 

And  Klijah  the  Tishbite,  of  Tishbeh  of  Gilead*  siiid  unto 
Ahab^  As  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  liveth,  before  whom 
1  atiiiid,  there  shiiU  not  be  dew  iiur  ruin  these  years,  but 
aec-oi-diii^  to  niy  word.  And  the  word  of  God  came  unto 
him,  sayint^,  (jet  thee  henee,  and  turn  thee  eastward,  a?id 
hide  thyself  by  the  brook  Clierltb,  that  is  east  of  Jordnn. 
And  it  shall  be,  thtit  thou  shall:  drink  of  the  brook ;  and 
I  have  coniniKnde'd  the  ravens  to  feed  tliee  there.  So  he  did 
aceordint;  unto  the  word  of  God:  for  he  went  and  dwelt  by 
the  brook  Cherith,  that  is  east  of  Jonhtn.  .\i)d  the  ravens 
brout;ht  him  brentl  in  the  morning-,  and  tlesh  in  the  evening; 
and  lif^  drank  of  tlie  brtmk. 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  a  while,  that  the  brook  ilrk-d  u|>, 
because  there  had  been  no  rain  in  the  land.  Aiid  the  word  of 
Gott  came  unto  him,  sayiufi,  iVrise,  get  thee  to  Zarepliath^ 
whieb  belongeth  t«  Zidon,  and  cKvell  there:  behold,  1  have  com- 
nninded  a  widow  \;oman  there  to  stititain  thee.  So  lie  arose 
and  went  to  Zarephuth  ;  and  when  he  came  to  the  gate  of  tlie 
city,  bcliold,  a  widow  woman  was  tliere  gathering  sticks  :  and 
he  called  to  her,  and  said,  Fetch  me,  I  pniy  thee,  a  Httle  water 
in  a  vessel,  that  I  may  drink.  And  us  she  was  gointrto  fetch 
it,  lu;  called  to  her,  and  said.  Fetch  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  morsel 
of  bread  in  tlune  hand.  And  she  said.  As  the  Lord  thy  God 
liveth,  \  have  not  a  cake,  but  an  handful  of  meal  in  a  barrel, 
and  a  little  oil  in  a  cruse:  and,  iM'hnld,  I  am  gathering  two 
sticks,  that  I  nuiy  go  in  and  dresK  it  for  me  and  my  son,  that 
we  may  e-at  it,  and  die.  And  Klijah  said  unto  her,  Fear  not ; 
gu  atid  do  as  thou  liast  said  :  but  make  me  thereof  a  tittle 
cake  lirst,  and  bring  it  unto  nit\  and  aftt-r  nmke  for  thee  and 
tor  thy  son.     For  tlius  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  The 
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barrel  of  ineal  shall  nut  wuste,  neitlier  slmll  the  cruse  of  oil 
fail,  initil  tlu'  day  tlmt  <J(»i  Bpnth'th  rain  upon  the  purth. 
And  she  went  and  did  accordintj  to  the  sayintr  nf  Klijah  :  jtnd 
slic  and  he  und  her  son  did  eat  day  hy  day.  The  barrel  of  meal 
wasted  not,  neither  did  the  cruse  of  oil  fail,  iiccording  to  the 
word  of  tlie  I^)rti,  which  he  spake  by  KUjab. 

And  it  ciinie  to  pass  after  these  thinija,  that  the  son  c>f  the 
woman,  the  mistress  of  the  house,  fell  sick  ;  and  his  sickness 
was  so  sore,  tliut  there  was  no  breath  left  in  him.  And  she 
BSiid  iirito  Elijah,  What  have  1  to  do  nith  thee,  O  thou  man 
of  Ciod  ?  thoii  art  conic  unto  me  to  call  my  sin  to  n-mem- 
bnince,  and  to  slay  my  sou  !  And  he  said  unto  her.  Give  me 
thy  son.  And  he  took  him  out  of  her  lM)som,  and  carried 
him  up  into  the  upper  chamber  where  he  abode,  and  laid  him 
upon  Ilia  own  bed.  And  he  cried  imlo  Giid,  and  said, 
()  Lord  my  God,  liast  thou  also  broug^lit  evil  upon  tlie  M'idow 
with  whom  I  sojourn,  hy  slHyinij  her  son  ?  And  lie  stretehwl 
himself  upon  the  child  three  times,  and  cried  unto  God,  and 
fiaid,  O  LfOrd  my  God,  I  pray  thee,  let  this  child's  soul  come 
into  htm  aj^airu  And  God  heard  the  voice  of  Elijah  ;  and 
the  soul  of  the  child  came  into  him  again,  and  he  revived. 
And  Elijali  took  the  child,  and  hmug-ht  him  down  out  of  the 
chamber  into  the  house,  and  deliveix^d  him  unto  his  mother : 
and  Klijah  said,  See,  thy  son  livcth-  And  the  woman  said  to 
Elijah,  Now  1  know  that  thou  art  a  man  of  God,  an<l  tiiat 
the  word  of  the  Lord  in  thy  mouth  is  truth. 

There  was  a  great  and  long  famine  in  Palestine,  extending 
apparently  not  ouly  over  the  land  of  Isrrtel,  hut  also  over  Phoenicia. 
In  thoae  ilaya  famiuL'  was  always  auppngod  tu  indicate  divine  anger, 
und  fio  it  was  Lelievcd  hy  the  Israelite  opposition  that  God  had 
aent  this  fiiniine  us  n  panighment  for  Ahab's  idolatry.  The 
Zidonian  woman  hna  faith  in  Elijfdi'a  pi-ediction.  and  of  the  Bniiill 
remnant  of  food  that  still  belongs  tu  her  she  spares  n  part  to  give 
to  him.  Note  the  strange  worda, '  Thou  art  come  unto  me  t*  hiine 
my  tin  to  remembrance  iind  to  pliiy  my  sou.'  They  imply  severid 
curioiie  ideas.  The  poor  woman  (liinlts  tlmt  because  her  lodger  is 
A  prophet,  therefore  she,  in  her  iiinigniRcnnee  till  then  unnoticed, 
haa  now  been  brouj?ht  to  the  kuowletJge  and  notice  of  God. 
Noticing  her,  he  notices  lier  sinfuhieaa  ('for  there  is  no  man  that 
sinnelli  not '),  and  &a  a  punislnneiit  he  kills  lier  son.  She  does  uot 
yet  understand  that  God  does  not  directly  (thongh  he  does  in- 
directly) puniHli  t]ie  son  for  the  gin  of  ita  pareutt,  nor  does  she 


THE    PROPHET   AND    THE    KING 


3" 


realize  that  if  any  of  us  are  QodU  chlldreu  tlieu  aro  we  aU.  As 
Qor  own  great  puL-t  lias  tau;;lit  us,  throagh  the  ]ip3  of  au  unlettered 
girl  (a»d  tlic  mo&t  ignorant  have  brightest  gleams  of  htghciit  traUi): 

All  service  ratiks  tlie  saiiio  with  God— 
With  Gud,  whose  pappfts,  beet  and  woret, 
Are  we :  there  is  no  last  nor  first. 


§  3.  The  story  of  KHjah  continueR  thus  : 


And  it 


jfter 


came  ti>  pass  niter  niEiny  dayBj  that  the  word  of 
God  came  to  Elijah,  in  the  third  year,  sayinif.  Go,  shew 
thyself  unto  Ahab ;  and  1  will  send  raiii  upmi  the  earth. 
And  Elijah  went  to  shew  himself  unto  Ahab.  Ami  there 
was  a  sore  famine  in  Samaria.  And  Ahab  t*;tlted  Oba- 
diah,  who  was  over  his  house.  (Now  Obadiah  feared 
God  greatly :  for  it  was  so,  when  Jezebel  cut  off  the  prophets 
of  tilt!  Lord,  that  Obadiah  took  au  hundred  prophets,  and 
hid  them  by  fifty  in  a  cave,  and  fed  them  with  bread  and 
water.)  And  Ahab  said  unto  Obadiah,  Let  us  go  throu(;ii 
the  htnd,  unto  all  the  fountains  of  water,  and  unto  all  the 
brooks  :  peradventure  we  may  find  grass  and  save  the  horses 
aaid  mules  alive,  that  we  lose  not  all  the  beasts.  So  they 
divided  the  land  between  them  to  pass  throughout  it :  Aliab 
went  one  way  by  himself,  and  Obadiah  went  another  way  by 
himself. 

And  as  Obadiah  was  in  the  way,  behold,  Elijah  met 
him  :  and  he  knew  iiim,  and  fell  on  his  face,  and  said,  Art 
thou  my  lord  Elijah  ?  And  he  ans^vered  him,  I  am ;  ^o, 
tell  thy  lord,  Behold,  Elijah  is  here.  And  he  said.  Wherein 
have  I  sinned,  that  thou  wonkiest  deliver  thy  servant  into  the 
hand  of  Ahab,  to  alay  lue  ?  As  the  Lord  thv  God  Uveth, 
there  is  no  nation  or  kiiij^dom,  wbitlier  my  lord  hath  not  sent 
to  seek  thee :  and  ^vlien  they  said,  He  is  not  litre,  he  t(H>k  an 
oath  of  the  kinajdont  and  nation,  that  tliey  found  thee  not. 
And  now  thou  sayest.  Go,  tell  thy  lord.  Behold,  Elijah  is 
here.  And  it  shall  come  to  puss,  as  soon  as  I  am  gone  from 
thee,  that  the  spirit  of  tlie  Lord  shall  carry  thee  whither 
I  know  not ;  and  so  when  I  come  and  tell  Ahab,  and  he 
cannot  find  thee,  he  shall  slay  me  :  but  T  thy  servrmt  fear  God 
from  my  youth.  Was  it  not  ti>ld  my  lord  what  I  did  when 
Jezebel  slew  the  prophets  of  the  Lord,  how  I  hid  an  hundred 
men  of  the  Lord's  prophets  by  fifty  in  a  cave,  and  fed  them 
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with  bread  and  \niter  ?  And  now  thou  sayest^  Go,  tell  thy 
lord,  fif-'hold,  Elijah  is  here:  and  he  shall  slay  me.  And 
Klijah  said,  Aa  the  Lord  of  hosts  lireth,  before  whom  I  staud, 
I  will  »urely  shew  myself  untu  liiai  tu-day. 

So  Obitdiah  went  to  meet  Ahah,  ami  told  him  :  and  Al^b 
went  to  meet  Klijah*  And  it  came  to  (KutSj  when  Ahah  saw 
Klijali,  tliat  Ahab  said  unto  him.  Is  it  thnii,  thou  troubler  of 
Israel  ?  And  he  answered,  1  have  not  troubled  Isniel ;  but 
tliou,  and  thy  father's  houae,  in  that  ye  have  foraaken  the  eora- 
mandment^  of  the  Lord,  and  thou  hast  followed  the  Baalim. 
Now  therefore  send,  and  gather  to  me  all  Israel  unto  mount 
Curmel,  and  the  prophets  of  Baal  four  hundred  and  fifty, 
who  eat  at  Je-zebeFs  table.  So  Ahub  sent  untu  all  the 
children  of  Urael,  artd  gathered  the  prophets  tijgether  unto 
mount  Carmcl. 

And  Elijah  eanie  unto  all  the  people,  and  said,  How 
long  halt  ye  betn'een  two  opinions  ?  if  the  Loiil  be  God, 
follow  htm:  but  if  Baal,  then  follow  him.  And  the  pi^ople 
answered  him  not  a  word.  Tlien  said  Elijah  uato  the 
people,  Ij  even  1  oidy,  remain  a  pmphet  of  the  Lord; 
but  Baal's  prophets  are  four  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
Let  tliem  therefore  ijive  us  two  bullocks;  and  let  them 
choose  one  bullock  tor  themaelvea,  and  cut  it  in  pieces, 
and  lay  it  on  the  wood,  and  put  no  fire  under;  and  I  will 
dresii  the  other  bulloek,  and  lay  it  on  the  wood,  and  put  no 
tire  under.  And  call  ye  on  the  name  of  your  god,  and  I 
will  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord :  and  the  God  that 
jLiiswercth  by  fire,  let  him  be  God.  And  all  the  people 
answered  and  said.  It  is  well  sjwken. 

And  Eljjiili  said  unto  the  prophets  of  Baal,  Choose  you 
one  bullock  for  yourselves,  and  dress  it  first;  for  ye  are 
many;  and  cull  on  the  name  of  your  god,  but  put  no 
tire  utnler.  And  tliey  took  the  bullock,  and  they  dressed 
it,  atul  euih'd  ou  the  name  of  Baal  from  morning  even 
until  noon,  saying,  O  Baiil,  hear  us.  But  there  was  no 
voice,  nor  ruiy  that  answered.  And  they  danced  about  the 
altar  which  they  had  made.  And  it  came  to  pass  at 
noon,  that  Elijah  mocked  them,  and  said.  Cry  aloud:  for 
be  is  a  god ;  either  he  is  meditating,  or  lie  is  goue  aside, 
or  he  is  on  a  journey,  or  jieradvetiture  he  sleepeth,  and  must 
he  awaked.  And  they  cried  aloud,  and  cut  themselves  after 
their  manner  with  knives  and  lances,  till  the  blood  gushed 
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out  upon  them.  And  it  came  bj  pass  when  midday  was 
past,  tbat  they  prophesietl  until  the  time  of  the  evening 
nieul-offering ;  hut  there  was  neither  voice,  nor  any  answer, 
nor  any  that  rcjfarded. 

And  ElijaJi  said  unto  all  the  p(H)ple,  Coine  near  unUi  me  ; 
and  all  tlie  peopU*  came  near  unto  him.  And  he  repaired  the 
alt;ir  of  the  Lord  that  was  broken  down.  Aini  he  made 
a  trench  about  the  altar,  as  great  as  wouhl  conlutn  two 
measures  oi"  seed.  And  he  put  the  wood  in  order,  and 
cut  the  bullock  in  pieces,  and  laid  it  on  the  wood.  An{l  he 
said,  Fill  four  barrels  with  water,  and  pour  it  on  the  offering, 
and  on  the  wood.  And  he  said.  Do  it  the  second  time;  and 
they  did  it  the  second  time.  And  he  said,  Do  it  the  third 
time;  and  they  did  it  the  third  lime.  And  the  water  ran 
round  about  the  altar;  and  he  tillecl  tlie  trench  also  with 
water. 

And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  time  of  the  evening  meal- 
offering,  that  Elijah  the  prophet  came  Jiear,  and  said,  O  Lard 
God  of  Abrahuiii,  of  Uauc,  and  of  Israul,  let  it  be  known 
this  day  tliat  thou  art  God  in  Israel,  and  that  1  am  thy 
Ber\nnt,  and  that  I  have  done  all  these  things  at  thy  wont. 
Hear  nie,  O  Lord,  hear  nie,  that  this  people  may  know  that 
thou,  Lord,  ai-t  God,  and  that  thou  hast  turned  their  laeart 
hack  again.  I'hen  fire  from  heaven  fell,  and  eonsmined  the 
offering,  aiul  the  wood,  and  the  Ktones,  arul  the  dust,  and 
Ucked  up  the  water  that  was  in  the  trench.  And  wJien  all 
the  people  saw  it,  they  fell  on  their  fuees :  and  they  said. 
The  Lord,  he  is  God ;    the  Lord,  he  is  God. 

Then  Klijuh  said  unto  the  people.  Take  t!ie  prophets  of 
Baal;  let  not  one  of  them  escape.  .\nd  they  took  them: 
and  Elijah  brought  them  down  to  the  brook  Kishon,  and 
slew  tliem  there. 

And  Elijah  said  unto  Ahub,  Get  thee  up,  eat  and  drink; 
fur  there  is  a  sound  of  abundance  of  rain.  So  Aliab 
went  up  to  eat  and  to  drink.  AncI  Elijah  went  up  to  the 
top  of  Carniel ;  and  he  cast  himself  down  upon  the  earth, 
and  put  his  face  between  bis  knees.  And  he  Rai<i  U)  hiu 
scnant,  Go  up  now,  look  toward  the  sea.  And  be  went  lip, 
and  looked,  ajul  said.  There  is  nothing.  And  he  said.  Go 
again.  And  he  went  again  and  yet  again  seven  times.  And 
it  CAine  to  pass  at  the  seienth  time,  that  he  wiid,  Heboid, 
there  ariseth  a  cloud  out  of  the  sea,  as  small  as  a  man's 
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hand.  And  he  said,  Go  up,  »ay  unto  Ahah,  Prepnre  thy 
chiiriotj  and  j^et  thee  down,  that  the  rain  stop  thee  not.  And 
it  came  to  pass  in  a  little  while,  that  the  heaven  was  black 
with  clouds  and  wind,  and  thci-e  was  a  great  rain.  And 
Almh  rodf,  utid  wcut  to  Jczrci-l.  And  the  hand  of  the  I^nnl 
was  on  Rlijuh  ;  and  he  gircJiil  up  his  h>ins,  and  ran  before 
Ahab  to  the  entrant-e  of  Jezreel. 

And  Aha!)  told  Jezebel  all  that  Elijah  had  done,  and  how 
he  hud  slain  all  the  prophets  with  the  sword.  Then  Jezebel 
sent  a  nieHaenger  unto  Klijah,  saying,  So  let  the  gods  do 
to  me,  and  more  also,  if  1  make  not  thy  life  as  the  life  of 
one  of  them  by  to-tnorrou-  about  this  time.  And  Elijah  was 
afraid  and  he  arose,  and  went  for  his  life,  and  came  to  Beer- 
sheba,  which  helongcth  to  Judali,  and  left  his  servant  there. 

But  he  liiniseli  went  a  day's  journey  itito  the  wilderness, 
and  eame  and  sat  down  under  a  jiniiper  tree  :  and  he  requested 
for  himself  tliat  he  might  die ;  and  said,  It  is  eiiongh  ;  now, 

0  Lord,  take  away  niy  lite  ;  for  I  am  not  better  than  my 
fathers.  And  as  he  lay  and  slept  under  a  juniper  tree, 
heboid,  an  anj^el  touched  him,  and  mud  unto  him,  Arise  and 
eat.  And  he  looked,  and,  behold,  tliere  was  at  his  head 
a  cuke  bakcn  on  the  coals,  and  a  cruse  of  water.  And  he 
did  eat  and  drink,  and  laid  him  down  again.  And  the  angel 
nf  the  Lord  came  again  the  second  time,  and  touched  hiui, 
and  said,  Arise  and  eat ;  because  the  journey  is  toct  great 
for  thee.  And  he  arose,  and  did  eat  and  drink,  and  went  in 
the  strength  of  that  meat  forty  days  and  forty  nights  unto 
Horeb  the  mount  of  God. 

And  he  went  into  a  cave  and  passed  the  night  there.  And, 
heboldj  the  Lord  passed  by,  and  a  great  and  strong  wind  rent 
the  mountains,  and  brake  in  pieces  the  rocks  before  the 
Lord  ;  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  wind  :  and  after  the 
wind  an  eartiujuake  ;  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  earth- 
quake :  and  after  tlie  earthquake  a  fire  ;  hut  the  Lord  was 
not  in  the  fire  :  and  after  the  fire  a  still  small  voice.  And 
it  was  so,  when  Elijah  heard  it,  that  he  xvrapped  his  face 
in  his  mantle,  and  went  out,  ajid  stood  in  the  entering  in 
of  the  cave.  And,  behold,  there  came  a  voice  unto  him, 
and    said.  What  doest   thou   here,  Klijah  f      And    he    said, 

1  have  been  very  jealous  for  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hosts; 
because  the  children  of  Israel  have  forsaken  thy  covenant, 
thrown  down  thine  altars,  and  slain  thy  prophets  with  the 


ELIJAH  S   JEALOUSY   FOR   GOD  315 

su'ord ;  and  I,  even  I  only,  am  left;  nnd  thoy  seek  my  life, 
to  take  it  away. 

And  the  Lord  Raid  unto  hicii.Go,  return  on  thy  wiiy  to  the 
wilderncHs  of  Damascus :  and  when  tliou  (•()nii'8l,  anoint 
Hazael  to  be  kin^  over  Syria :  and  Jehu  the  son  of  Nimshi 
shnit  thou  anoint  to  be  king  over  Israel :  and  Elisha  the  son 
of  Shaphat  of  Abel-ineholah  shalt  thou  anoint  to  be  pi-ophct 
in  thy  room.  And  it  shall  conic  tu  pass,  that  liltii  that 
escapeth  from  the  aword  of  Hu/.ael  shall  .fehu  slay  :  and 
him  that  escapeth  from  the  sword  of  Jehu  shall  Elisfia  slay. 
Yet  will  1  spare  seven  thousand  in  Isniel,  all  tlie  knees  which 
have  not  bowed  unto  Baal,  aud  every  mouth  which  hath  uot 
kissed   hini:. 

So  he  departed  thence,  and  found  Klisha  the  son  of  Shaphat, 
who  was  plout^hintj,  with  twelve  yoke  of  oxen  before  him,  and 
he  with  tlie  twelfth  :  and  Elijah  passed  over  unto  him,  and  cast 
his  mantle  ujion  him.  And  he  left  the  oxen,  and  ran  after 
Elijah,  and  said,  Let  me,  1  pray  th«*,  kiss  my  father  and  my 
mother,  and  then  I  will  follow  thee.  And  he  said  unto  him. 
Go  hack  a^ain  ;  but  remember  what  I  have  done  to  tliee. 
And  be  returned^  and  took  the  yoke  of  oxen,  and  slew  them, 
and  boiled  their  flesh  with  the  instrumenti4  of  the  oxen,  aud 
gave  unto  the  people,  and  they  did  eal.  Then  he  artjse,  uiid 
went  after  Elijah,  and  ministered  unto  him. 

Does  tins  tti>ry  reveal  to  aa  more  of  Elijnh's  character  or  of  the 
chiiractf  rs  of  tho^e  who  told  and  wrot«  these  stctries  uhout  liim  t 

But  uute  fii-at  that  it  can  hardly  he  a  literal  statcmeut  where 
ElijaliBuyb  that  he  uidy  is  leftof  allthe  prophets  of  tlnj  Lord.'  Oba- 
diah  elsewhere  is  eaxd  to  have  eaved  ft  huDthed,  and  in  a  following 
chapter  we  shall  find  a  number  of  them  giving  counsel  to  Ahah. 
Note,  secondly,  that  Elijiih  ia  grieved  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
altars  of  God  aud  kuowa  aotliing  of  the  luw  of  the  Hctrosptfct, 
according  te  which  ftH  these  altnrs  would  be  offeneive  and  illegal. 

When  you  i-end  your  Scotch  hietoiy  and  hear  of  the  Coveuantera 
and  the  Puritans,  this  will  give  you  some  suggeatious  lor  umler- 
Btanding-  better  and  fur  aympathiziiig  hotter  with  the  character  of 
Elijah.  In  his  hot,  if  pure  zeal  for  Gorl  aod  for  the  cfiaae,  'No 
Gtiil  8rtve  "the  I^>rd," '  lie  U  uiawpHring  of  human  life,  and  na  ho 
has  no  scmple  in  killing  all  the  prophpts  of  Biwil.  The  vision  at 
Horeb  is  very  faniouB,  but  it  ban  usually  heeu  niiaunderatood.  The 
'  Btill  enitill  voice'  has  been  contrasted  with  the  wind' and  the 
earthquake  aad  the  fire,  but  thia  was  not  the  intention  of  the  writer. 
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He,  Wliuviug  iu  Goil'g  jutiticoaiiii  ri^'UtoouMiuta,  iltil  not  yt;t  rualiice 
that  his  right^ouenewi  is  tint  Ipbs  righteous  by  being  t4>njp*Ted  and 
pen«tr«t#[l  wltti  lovi'.  Tlia  higLest  riRhteoiiFnwji  in  riiscRniing 
love :  the  nn-rey  which  it  showe  ia  the  mercy  of  iiisi^lit.  It 
'makes  allowjiuct-s,'  us  tlte  snying  is,  bci-auac  it  hwics.  To  tbia 
writer  tbcro  is  no  rrnieily  ftml  no  piniishitifnt  fur  difeobe(Jii.'uoe  but 
slaughter  ntjd  death.  Unci's  ways  are  Kiibller :  tlit-y  are  K-sb  rough 
anil  reudy.  Note  hiHtly  tbjtt  the  order  to  anuint  MaKiiel  tind  Jehu 
by  Elijah  is  not  carried  out.  Tlie  Btories  wtiicb  we  ehall  bear  with 
regard  tu  them  follow  a  different  trudition. 

$  4.  The  next  story  we  bear  about  Elijah  repretxnts  him  to  as 
in  n  different  light.  I?cfore  be  fighta  fur  the  cmise,  *Tbuu  sbalt 
Imve  no  C!od  but  me ' ;  now  he  lights  for  tiie  cauKC,  '  The  Lord  ie 
righteoiiB  and  1ov<ib  righteoUBneBs,'  TlieRW  two  Cdtises  takpn  to- 
gether, and  in  llieir  relation  to  and  connexion  with  each  other,  are 
the  keynote  of  Hebrew  pioidiecy. 

And  it  came  to  p«88  after  tbeae  tliiiti;s,  tlmt  Nabutli  the 
Jezrwlite  had  a  viueyaril,  which  whb  in  Jezreel,  hard  hy  the 
paluce  of  Aliiib  king  of  ^uniaria.  And  Ahiib  8{>ako  unto 
NalMjth,  saying,  Give  lue  thy  vineyard,  that  1  uiuy  hiive  it 
for  a  ganleii  of  liorhs,  lu'cause  it  is  near  unt^i  niy  house; 
and  I  will  give  tlieo  for  it  a  better  vineyard  than  it:  or,  if 
it  seem  i[ood  tu  tliee,  1  rvill  give  tliee  tlic  worth  of  it  in 
nionev.  And  Naboth  said  iu  Ahah,  tiud  forbid  tliat  1  slnmld 
give  the  inheritaiu'c  iif  my  fathers  unto  thct!.  Anci  Ahah 
cnme  into  his  houtte  heavy  and  displea.'it'd  because  of  the 
word  whifh  Naboth  the  Jezreelite  had  spoken  ta  him  :  for 
he  had  said,  1  will  not  give  tiicc  the  inheritance  of  my 
fathers.  And  he  laid  hini  down  ujjcm  bin  bed,  aud  covered 
his  face,  and  would  eat  no  bread. 

But  .lezehel  hia  M'ife  came  to  htm,  and  said  unt«  liini, 
Why  is  thy  spirit  so  sad,  that  thou  eateat  no  bread  ?  And 
he  said  unto  her,  Because  I  spake  unto  Naboth  the  Jezreelite, 
and  said  unto  him.  Give  mc  thy  vineyard  fur  money ;  or  else, 
if  it  please  thee,  I  will  give  thee  ajiotlicr  vineyard  for  it: 
and  he  answered,  1  will  not  give  thee  my  vineyar<].  And 
Jezebel  his  wife  said  niitfl  himj  Dost  thou  now  govern  the 
kingdom  of  Israel  ?  arise,  and  eat  bread,  aud  let  tiiinc  heart 
be  merry:  1  will  give  thee  tlic  vineyard  of  Nabolh  tbt; 
Jezreelite. 

So  she  wrote  a  letter  in  Ahab*s  nam^,  and  sealed  it  with 
his  sejil,  atid  sent  the  letter  unto  the  ciders  and  to  the  nobles 


NABOTH  S    VINEYARD 


317 


tTiat  wrre  in  hia  city,  tluit  thvdt  witli  Nabotli.  And  she 
wrote  ill  tlie  letter,  Raying,  Procl.'iini  a  fast,  riiitl  act  NiilHith 
at  the  head  of  the  people  :  ami  set  t\vi>  worthless  men  before 
hiiu,  to  bear  wntnese  against  him,  saying)  Thou  didst  curse 
GotI  and  the  king'.  And  thcti  carry  him  out,  uiid  stuiie  hlin, 
that  he  die.  And  the  lucn  of  his  city,  even  the  elders  juiti 
the  nobles,  did  n»  Jc/chcl  hjwl  sent  unto  then],  and  Jis  it  mtib 
writtpn  in  the  letter  which  she  had  sent  unto  thcui.  They 
prucluinicd  a  fast,  and  set  Nalwth  at  the  head  of  the  people. 
And  the  tuo  worthless  men  came  in  and  sat  before  him  :  atul 
they  bare  witneaa  against  him  in  tlie  presence  of  the  jjcopic, 
saying,  Xaboth  did  curse  God  and  the  king.  Then  they 
carried  him  forth  out  of  the  city,  and  stoned  him  with  stones, 
that  he  died.  Then  they  sent  to  Je/.ebel,  saying,  Naboth  is 
stoned,  and  Is  dead. 

And  it  cume  to  pass,  when  Jezebel  heard  that  Nahiitli  was 
stoned,  and  was  dead,  tliat  .Tcxebel  said  to  Ahah,  Arise,  take 
possession  of  the  vineyani  of  Naboth  the  Jezieelite,  which  he 
refused  to  give  thee  for  money  :  for  Naboth  is  not  alive,  but 
dead.  And  it  cauie  to  pass,  wlieji  Aliab  heard  that  Niibolli 
was  dead,  that  he  rose  up  to  go  thmri  to  the  vineyard  of 
Naboth  the  Jezreelite,  to  take  possession  of  it. 

And  tiie  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  lOlijali  the  Tlshhite, 
Haying,  Arise,  go  down  to  meet  .\hab  king  of  Israel,  who 
dwelletli  in  Samaria  :  behold,  lie  is  in  the  vineyard  of  Naboth, 
whither  he  is  gone  down  to  possess  it.  And  thou  shalt  speak 
imto  him,  saying,  Hast  thou  killed,  and  also  taken  possession  ? 
and  thou  shalt  speak  unto  hiin,  sayitjg,  Jn  the  place  where 
dogs  licked  the  blood  of  Naboth  shall  liogs  lick  lliy  blood, 
even  thine.  And  Ahub  said  to  Kiijah,  Ilast  thou  found  me, 
O  mine  enemy  ?  And  he  answered,  1  have  found  thee. 
Because  thou  hast  sold  thyself  to  do  that  which  is  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  behold,  I  will  bring  evil  upon  thee,  and  will 
utterly  sweep  thee  away,  and  will  cut  off  from  .\hah  every 
man  diild  :  and  I  will  make  thine  house  like  the  house  of 
Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  and  like  the  house  of  Haasha  the 
son  of  Ahijah,  for  the  provoeation  whereivitli  thou  hast  prf>- 
voked  me  to  anger,  and  hast  made  Israel  to  sin.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  Ahab  heard  those  words,  that  he  rent 
his  clothes,  aial  put  sackcloth  upon  his  Hesh,  and  fasted,  and 
lay  in  sackcloth,  and  went  softly.  And  the  word  of  the  Ijortl 
came  to  Klijab  the  Tishbite,  saying,  Seest  thou  how  Aliab 
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humblcth  liiiiiself  before  me?  because  he  hunibleth  himself 
before  inr,  I  will  iitil  briuj^  the  evil  in  Lis  days :  but  ill  hia 
son's  dikys  will  I  bring  the  evil  upon  hia  huuse. 

As  lo  the  litrt  wonls  of  this  Btriking  stnry  it  is  enongli  for  me  to 
refer  to  wluit  I  fmltl  as  to  the  cleatli  of  Davitl'w  boh  after  tho  murder 
of  Uriali.  The  pretlidioii  that,  tloj^s  aljull  lick  up  the  blood  of 
Ahab  is,  perbnps,  uot  ciinct'lletl  by  tliu  furtluT  [niimunccnifiit  that 
the  evil  is  to  come  in  the  cTuys  of  hi»  sou,  for  nijcordin^  to  olil 
Ismelitp  notionB  the  anme  blooH  which  flows  in  the  veinn  of  tlie 
father  ilowe  also  iu  the  veinn  of  the  son.  In  Elijah's  aiiewer  to 
Ahah  he  docE  not  repeat  the  words  which  he  hH»  been  bidden  to 
say.  Apparently  the  compiler  has  here  guhetituted  his  own  stereo- 
typed phrftfics  in  the  place  of  the  earlier  narmtive. 

§  Cf  ^^  ^'^'''  hftTe  to  hear  some  quite  diffei-ent  stories  nbout  the 
life  and  history  of  Ahah,  %vi'itten  hy  a  different  pen.  Aliah  will 
appear  to  iig  iu  them  iu  ik  more  favouruhlu  light.  Elljuh  is  not 
uieiitiotied. 

And  Beii-hadad  the  king  of  Syria  gathered  all  his  host 
togetlier :  and  there  were  thirty  and  two  kings  with  him, 
and  horses  iind  rliariotfl :  und  he  went  up  and  bcsiei^ed 
Samariaj  and  warred  ;igainst  it.  And  he  sent  nipssenjjerR  to 
Ahab  king  of  Israel,  into  the  city,  and  said  unto  him,  Tims 
saith  Bcn-liEidad,  Thy  kUvlt  and  thy  gold  is  mine.  And  the 
king  of  Israel  answered  and  said,  My  lord,  O  king,  according 
to  thy  saying,  1  am  thine,  and  all  that  I  ha\e.  And  the 
mesRengera  fame  again,  and  Raid,  Thus  speaketh  Ben-hadad, 
saying.  Thou  sliaJt  deliver  me  thy  silver,  and  thy  .gold,  and 
thy  wives,  und  thy  cliildrcn.  And  I  will  send  my  servants 
unto  thee  to-morrow  about  this  time,  anil  tliey  shall  search 
thine  house,  and  the  house  of  thy  servants;  and  it  shall  be, 
that  whatBoever  la  pleasant  in  their  eyes,  they  shall  put  it 
in  their  hand,  and  take  it  away.  Then  the  king  of  Israel 
called  all  the  elders,  and  said,  Mark,  I  pray  you,  and  see 
how  this  man  scckcth  mischief:  fof  he  hath  sent  unto  me 
for  my  wives  and  my  chilcli-cn  ;  my  silver  and  my  gold 
1  denied  him  not.  And  the  elders  and  all  the  people  said 
unto  him.  Hearken  not  unto  him,  nor  consent.  Wherefore 
he  said  unto  the  messengers  of  Beu-Juidad,  Tell  my  lord  the 
king,  AU  that  thoxi  didst  send  for  to  thy  servant  at  the  first 
1  will  ^lo  :  Imt  this  thing  1  may  not  do.  And  tlie  inessengera 
departed,  and  brought  lilm  word  again. 
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And  Beii-hitdad  sent  unto  him,  and  said,  The  gndB  ilo  so 
unto  nie,  :ind  more  also,  if  the  dust  of  Samnria  slmJl  suftice  for 
handfuls  for  all  the  people  that  follow  me.  And  the  king  of 
Israel  unsu'cred  and  said^  Tell  him.  Let  not  liini  that  girileth 
on  hia  armour  boast  hiniBclf  as  he  that  putteth  it  oil.  And 
it  ['amc  to  jhiss,  when  Beii-hadad  licaitl  this  message,  as  he 
was  drinking,  he  and  the  kings,  in  the  huts,  that  he  said 
unto  his  servants,  Set  the  eng-ines  in  position.  And  they  set 
the  engines  in  position  against  the  city. 

Then  Ahab  numbered  the  younir  men  of  the  prim-es  of 
the  pn)vii]ce8,  and  they  were  two  hunitred  and  thirty  two: 
and  after  them  he  numbered  all  the  people,  even  all  the 
children  of  Israel,  being  seven  thousand.  And  the  young 
men  olt  the  princes  of  the  provinces  went  out  first ;  and. 
Ben-hadad  sent  out,  and  they  told  hitn,  sajinj;,  There  are 
men  come  out  from  Samaria.  And  he  aiid,  Wliether  they 
he  come  out  for  peace,  take  them  alive ;  or  whetlier  they  be 
come  out  for  war,  tiike  them  alive.  And  the  kinff  of  Israel 
went  out,  and  took  the  hoi'ses  and  chariots,  and  slew  the 
Syrians  with  a  ijreat  slaughter.  And  the  Syrians  fled,  and 
Israel  pursued  tlieni  :  and  Ben-hadad  the  king  of  Syria 
escaped  on  an  horse. 

And  the  servants  of  the  king  of  Syria  said  unto  him,  Their 
god  is  R  god  of  the  hills  ;  therefore  they  were  stronger  than 
we  :  but  let  us  fight  against  thcni  in  the  i>lain,  and  surely 
wii  shall  be  stronger  than  they.  Aiul  do  this  thing;  take 
the  kings  away,  every  man  out  of  his  place,  and  put  governors 
in  their  room  :  and  number  tliee  an  army,  like  the  itrniy  that 
thou  hast  lost,  liorse  for  horse,  and  chariot  for  chariot :  and 
we  will  fight  against  them  in  the  plain,  and  surely  we  shall 
be  stronger  than  they.  And  lie  hearkened  unto  their  voice, 
and  did  so.  Antl  a  man  of  God  came  ami  spake  unto  the 
king  of  Israel,  and  said,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Because  the 
Syrians  have  said.  The  Lord  is  a  god  of  the  hills,  but  he  is 
not  a  god  of  the  vidleys;  therefore  will  I  deliver  all  this  great 
nudtitude  into  thine  hand,  and  ye  shall  know  that  I  am  the 
Lord. 

And  it  came  to  psiss  at  the  return  of  the  year,  that 
Ben-hadad  mustered  the  Syrians,  and  went  up  to  Ajdiek, 
to  fight  against  Israel,  And  the  children  of  Isniel  were 
numbered,  and  were  victuidled,  and  went  against  then'i : 
and  the  children  of  Israel  pitched  before  them  like  two  Utt' 
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florks  of  kitEs;  hut  tht*  Syrians  filled  the  couiitrj'.  And 
they  pitched  one  oier  «ijaiii«t  tlie  other  seven  diiys.  And  so 
it  was,  that  on  the  seventh  day  the  hattle  was  joined ;  mid 
the  cUitdrcii  vl  Israel  slew  of  tlic  Syrians  nn  hutidred 
thouaaiid  footmen  in  one  day.  But  the  rest  fled  to  Aphek, 
into  the  city ;  and  the  wall  fell  upon  tneiity  and  seven 
thousand  men  that  were  left. 

And  Beii-hadad  dcd.  and  came  into  the  city.  And  his 
servants  said  unto  lilni,  Behold  now,  we  have  heard  that  the 
kings  of  the  house  of  Israel  are  merciful  kint^a  :  let  us,  we 
pray  thee,  put  Hatrkelnth  on  our  loins,  and  ropes  upon  our 
heads,  and  ^o  out  to  the  king-  of  Israel :  peradventure  he 
will  save  thy  life.  So  they  larded  sackcloth  on  their  loins, 
and  put  ropes  on  their  heads,  and  came  to  the  king  of  Israel, 
and  said,  Thy  servant  Ben-hadad  saJtti,  I  pray  tjiee,  let  me 
live.  And  he  said.  Is  he  yet  alive?  he  is  mv  hn)ther.  iS'ow 
the  men  did  diliijently  ohaeri-e  whether  any  thtnt^  would  come 
from  him,  and  did  hastily  catch  it ;  and  they  said.  Is  thy 
brother  Ben-hadad  ?  Then  he  said,  lio  yc,  brinj^  him.  Theu 
Ben-hadad  came  forth  to  him  ;  and  he  caused  him  to  come 
up  into  the  chariot.  And  Bcn-hadad  said  unto  him,  The 
cities  which  my  father  took  from  thy  father  I  will  restore ; 
and  thou  shalt  have  a  quarter  in  Damascus,  as  my  father 
had  in  Samaria:  and  as  for  mc,  do  thou  send  mc  away  with 
this  rovenant.  So  Ahai)  made  a  covenant  with  him,  and 
sent  him  away. 

And  they  continued  three  years  without  war  between  Syria 
and  Israel.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  third  year,  that 
Jehosliaphat  the  kini;  of  Judah  came  down  to  the  king  of 
Israel.  And  the  kijjg  of  Israel  said  unto  his  servants.  Know 
ye  that  Ramotli-gilcad  is  ours,  and  we  be  stiilj  and  take  it 
not  out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Syria  ?  And  he  said  unto 
Jelioshaphat,  Wilt  thou  go  with  me  to  battle  to  lianioth- 
gilead  ?  And  Jehoshaphut  said  to  the  king  of  Israel,  1  am 
us  thou  art,  my  people  as  thy  people,  my  horses  as  thy  horses. 
And  Jehoshaphat  said  unto  tJic  Iving  of  Israel,  Inquire,  I  pray 
thee,  at  the  word  of  the  Lord  to-day.  Then  the  king  of 
Israel  gathered  the  prophets  together,  aliout  four  hundred 
uien,  and  said  inito  them,  Shall  I  go  against  Ramoth-gilcad 
to  battle,  or  shall  I  forbear?  And  they  said,  Go  up;  for  the 
Lord  shall  deliver  it  into  the  hand  of  the  king. 

But  Jehoshaphat  said,  la  there  not  here  one  more  prophet 
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of  the  Tjord,  that  we  mi^ht  inquire  of  him  ?  And  the  kinij  of 
Israel  said  unto  Jehoshjiphat,  There  Is  yet  one  niori'  man  l)y 
whmn  we  may  inquire  uF  the  Lord,  Mi('aia}i  tlie  s(ni  of  liiihiti : 
but  r  liate  him  ;  for  he  ih>th  not  prophesy  i^oocl  eoncerninif  me, 
but  evil.  And  Jehoshaphat  said.  Let  not  the  king  siiy  so. 
Then  the  king^  of  Israel  called  an  othcer,  and  &ud,  Feteh 
quickly  Mieaiuh  the  son  of  luituh.  Now  the  kin^  of  Israel 
and  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of  Judah  »at  each  on  his  throne, 
arrayed  in  their  nihea,  at  the  entrance  of  the  gat*!  of  Samaria; 
and  all  tlie  prophets  prophesie<l  hefore  tliem.  And  Zedekiah 
the  son  nf  Chenuanah  made  him  horns  of  iron,  and  said, 
Thus  snith  the  Lord,  With  these  shalt  tliou  push  the  Syrians 
until  lliey  he  eonaumcd.  And  lUl  the  prophets  prophesied 
HO,  saying.  Go  up  to  Ran u)th-gi lead,  and  prosper :  for  the 
Lord  Khail  deliver  it  into  the  king's  hantl. 

And  the  messenijer  that  went  to  call  Micaiah  spake  unto 
hint,  sayin;p;,  Behohl  now,  the  prophets  speak  good  unto  the 
king  with  one  mouth:  let  thy  worti,  I  pray  thee,  he  like  the 
word  of  one  of  tlicui,  and  speak  tliou  lliut  which  is  good.  Ami 
Micaiah  said,  As  the  Lfjrd  liveth,  what  the  Lord  saitli  unto 
me,  that  will  I  npeak.  So  he  came  to  the  king.  And  the 
king  said  unto  him,  Miealuh,  shall  we  go  to  Uamoth-gilead 
to  battle,  or  shatt  we  forbear?  Arid  lie  answered  him,  Go  up, 
and  prosper;  for  the  Tjord  sludl  deliver  it  Into  the  hand  of 
the  king.  And  the  king  said  unto  him.  How  many  times 
shall  I  adjua-e  thee  that  tliou  speak  unto  me  nothing  but 
that  which  is  true  in  the  name  of  tlie  Loril  ?  And  he  said, 
I  saw  all  Israel  scattered  upon  the  lulls,  aa  sheep  that  have 
not  a  shepherd  :  and  the  Lord  said.  These  have  no  master; 
let  them  return  every  man  to  his  house  in  peace. 

And  the  king  of  Israel  said  to  Jehushaphat,  Did  I  not  tell  thee 
that  he  would  not  prophesy  good  concerning  me,  hut  evil  ?  And 
he  said.  Not  so ;  hear  tiiou  the  word  of  the  Lord :  I  saw  the 
Lord  sitting  on  his  throne,  and  all  the  host  of  heaven  stand- 
ing hy  him  on  his  right  hand  and  on  W\»  left.  Aihd  the  Lord 
said.  Who  will  beguile  Ahah,  that  he  niay  go  up  and  fall  at 
Ramoth-giiead ?  And  one  said  on  this  maimer;  arui  another 
said  on  that  manner.  And  there  came  forth  a  spirit,  and 
stood  before  the  Loitl,  and  said,  I  will  beguile  hini.  And 
the  Lord  said  unto  him,  Wherewith?  And  he  said,  I  will 
go  forth,  and  I  will  he  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  his 
prophets.     And  he  said,  Thou  shalt  beguile  him,  and  stuilt 
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prc\  ail  lOdo :  go  forth,  aiul  do  so.  Now  tlirrc fore,  behoH, 
the  Lord  hjith  put  a  lying  spirit  in  the  month  of  all  these 
tliv  prophets;  and  the  JU>nl  hath  spoken  evil  concerning 

tiii-e. 

Then  /edeltiwh  the  son  of  Chrnaanah  came  near,  and  smote 
Micaiah  on  the  cheek,  and  said,  \Vhich  way  went  the  npirit 
of  the  Lor*l  from  nie  to  speak  unto  thee  ?  And  Micaiah  said, 
Behold,  tliou  shall  ecc  on  that  day.,  when  thou  shalt  go  from 
c!uitnlM.T  to  chamljer  to  hide  thyself.  And  the  king  of  Israel 
Mjtid,  Take  Micaiah,  and  carry  hiin  back  uuU)  Anion  the 
governor  of  the  fity,  and  to  .loash  the  king's  sou  ;  and  say. 
Thus  Riiith  the  king,  Put  this  fellow  In  the  prison,  and  feed 
hhn  with  bread  of  atHietion  and  with  water  of  alHiction,  until 
I  cunic  in  peace.  And  Micaiah  said,  IF  thou  return  at  all  in 
pearr,  the  Lord  hath  not  s[*oken  by  me. 

So  the  king  of  Israel  and  .Teho»haphat  the  king  of  Juduh 
went  up  to  Uanioth-gilead.  And  t];e  king  of  Israe]  sjiid  unto 
Jchoshaphat,  1  will  disguise  myself,  and  enter  into  the  battle; 
hut  put  thou  oil  thy  robes.  And  the  king  of  Israel  disguised 
hiiiisell',  and  went  into  ths  buttle.  Now  the  king  of  Syria 
had  connniandeil  his  tliirty  and  t^o  captains  that  had  rule 
over  his  chariots,  saying,  Fitjht  neither  with  small  nor  great, 
SHie  only  with  the  king  of  Israel.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
vlien  the  captains  of  ihe  chariots  saw  Jcliosliaplnit,  thiit  they 
siiid,  Surely  it  is  the  king  of  Israel;  and  t!iey  turned  aside 
ttf  fight  against  him  :  and  .Jehoshaphat  crie4i  out.  And  it 
came  to  [lasSj  when  the  captains  of  the  chariots  saw  that 
it  was  not  the  king  of  Israel,  that  they  turned  back  from 
pursuing  him. 

And  a  certain  man  drew  hia  1h>w  at  a  \'enture,  and  smote 
tJie  king  of  Israel  hetu'een  the  joints  of  tlie  harness:  where- 
fore be  said  unto  the  driver  of  his  cfiariot.  Turn  thine 
hand,  and  carry  me  out  of  the  army ;  for  I  am  sore 
wounded.  A]id  the  battle  iiici-eased  that  day :  and  the 
king  ittuod  up  in  his  chariot  against  the  Syrians  until  even, 
hut  «t  even  he  died.  And  the  cry  went  throughout  the  host 
ahout  the  going  down  of  the  sun,  saying,  Kverv  niati  tw  his 
city,  and  every  man  to  his  country;  for  the  king  ia  dead. 
So  they  returtied  to  Samaria;  and  they  buried  tlie  king  in 
Samaria.  Now  the  rest  of  tlie  acts  of  Ahab,  and  all  that  he 
did,  and  the  ivory  house  which  he  made,  and  all  the  cities 
that   he    built,  are   tliey   not    written    in   the   book   of  the 
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chronicles  of  the  kinjjs  of  Israel :     So  Ahab  slept  with  hi* 
futhtTs;  nncl  Ahnzinh  his  son  rctf^iicd  in  bin  st^uJ. 

The  firet  part  of  the  Btory  of  these  cninpaigns  ag&inst  the 
Syi'iana  ueetU  banlly  aiiy  explanation.  The  '  quurter'  in  Diiiiin*ciis 
was  probahiy  a  Bpt'cial  iiiurket-phiee  fur  lerat'lite  merchauts  aud 
dinpmen. 

The  aeconrl  part  ta  more  diffinilt.  Hete  we  hrkve  the  Hret 
iiiptaiice  of  a  jzroat  difference  between  '  the  proi>hftts  of  the  Lord' 
iiBiocg  themselves.  The  400  me  the  kiug's  MfuilB,  hut  Miciiiuh 
is  liis  enemy,  for  '  he  iIoph  not  propheey  good  eoiiceriiing  ine,  but 
evil.'  Pro])liecy,  like  other  good  things,  was  liable  to  abuse. 
Borne  men  sought  to  give  tlieir  servility  the  form  of  prophecy. 
Otliers  were  genuinely  mistaken,  and  wore  p'-saiaseil  of  a  leaa 
illuminative  and  pierdiig  iuEi;4ht  into  tlii^  lawb  of  gooduess  aud 
tiod.  The  400  pruphets  might  he  taken  as  iiu  exiijnjile  of  cither 
class,  for  their  conHdence  on  the  present  occRHon  was,  acoonling 
to  the  story,  forts-ordained.  They  were  '  beguiled."  Micaiiili'a 
words  must,  however,  not  be  taken  litemlly.  Tliey  are  ailegoncal. 
Micaiah  believed  that  die  prophets  were  Triistfikeu  in  tlieir  can- 
(idenoe  ond  advice.  And  »a  all  things  are  done  by  the  will  of  God, 
so  too  this-  Therefore  tlinir  eiTor  was,  to  Micidab's  iniiid,  God'a 
intention :  in  other  wor<Li,  they  were  '  beguiled."  We  too  .'ittrilmte 
all  thiuga  to  God,  hut  Icsa  directly,  nor  do  we  even  atitinpt  Ui 
understand  his  purposes  in  all  earthly  events.  But  in  the  funda- 
mental  helJef  thiit  Ciud  ie  the  wurld's  Hider  aud  Sustainer  wo  are 
at  one  with  Micoiah. 

J  6.  Ahaziah  the  son  of  Ahab  be^an  to  reign  over  Israel  in 
Samaria  in  the  seventeenth  yeiir  of  JL-hoshaphiit  king  of 
Judah,  and  reigned  two  years  over  Israel.  And  he  did  evil 
in  the  BJifht  uf  the  Liord,  and  walUeil  in  the  ivay  «f  his 
f!jther,  aiul  in  the  way  of  his  nnjtlier,  tuul  in  the  way  of 
Jeroboam  tlie  mm  of  Nebut,  who  made  Israel  to  sin.  For 
he  served  Baal,  and  worshipped  him,  and  provoked  to  anger 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  according  to  all  that  his  father  bad 
done. 

And  Moab  rebelled  against  Israel  after  the  death  of  Ahab. 
And  Aha/lab  fell  down  through  the  lattice  in  his  upper 
chamber  that  was  in  Samaria,  and  was  sick :  and  he  sent 
messengerSj  and  said  unto  them.  Go,  iiiquire  of  Baal-zebub 
the  god  of  Ekron  whether  I  shall  recover  of  this  disease. 
But  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  to  Klijah  the  Tisbbitc,  Arise, 
iro  up  to  meet  the  messengers  uf  the  king  of  Suniaria,  and 
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•Bay  unto  them,  Ifl  it  bccnusp  there  ia  not  a  God  in  Israel, 
that  ye  jjo  t<5  inquire  of  R:ial-/i'lnih  the  god  of  Kkroii  ?  Now 
therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord,  Thou  shalt  not  come  doii'ti 
from  that  he<l  on  which  thou  art  gone  up,  hut  shall  surely 
die.     An<l  Elijah  departed. 

And  when  the  messengers  came  back  to  the  king,  he  said 
unto  them,  Why  is  it  that  yc  are  come  hack  ?  And  they 
said  unto  him.  There  came  up  a  man  to  meet  us,  and  8aid 
unto  us,  Uo,  turn  again  unto  the  king  that  sent  you,  and 
8iiy  unto  liitu,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Is  it  heeause  there  is  not 
a  (lod  ill  Israel,  that  tliou  seudfst  to  in(|uire  of  Baal-zehub 
the  g'od  of  Ekrou  ?  tlierefore  tliou  shalt  not  ciHiie  down 
from  that  bed  on  which  thou  art  i^one  up,  hut  shall  Burely 
die.  And  he  said  unto  them,  What  manner  of  man  was 
he  who  came  up  to  meet  you,  iind  told  you  these  words? 
And  they  answered  hini,  lie  was  an  hairy  uuiu,  and  girt  with 
a  girdle  of  leather  about  his  Ioin».  And  the  king  »aid.  It 
is  Elijah  the  Tifihbite.  Then  he  sent  unt-o  him  a  captain  of 
fifty  \v\tU  his  fifty.  And  he  went  up  to  him :  and,  behold, 
lie  sat  on  the  tup  uf  a  hill.  And  he  spake  unto  Jiim,  O  luuii 
of  (lod,  the  king  liath  srud,  Come  down.  And  Elijah  answered 
and  Maid  to  the  captain  of  fifty,  If  I  he  it  man  of  Oodj  let  fire 
come  clown  from  heaven,  and  consume  thee  and  thy  fifty. 
And  there  came  down  fire  from  heaven,  and  consumed  him 
and  his  fifty. 

And  ajrain  the  kiuf^  sent  unto  him  another  captain  of  fifty 
■u'ith  his  fifty.  And  lie  went  up,  an{l  said  unto  him,  O  man 
of  God,  thus  hath  the  king  said.  Come  doini  t[uickly.  And 
Elijah  answered  and  said  unto  him.  If  I  be  a  man  of  God,  let 
fire  come  down  from  lieaven,  and  consume  tliee  and  tJiy  fifty. 
And  the  6rc  of  God  came  iloun  from  heaven,  and  cousunied 
him  Jind  his  fifty.  And  again  tlie  king  sent  a  captain  of  a  third 
fifty  with  his  fifty.  And  he  went  up,  and  came  and  fell  on  his 
knees  before  Elijah,  and  besought  him,  and  said  unto  him, 
O  man  of  God,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  life,  and  the  life  of  tlieae 
fifty  thy  servants,  he  precious  in  thy  sight.  Behold,  there 
came  fire  down  fnun  heaven,  and  consumed  the  two  capbunB 
of  the  former  fifties  with  their  fifties:  let  my  life  now  be 
precious  in  thy  sight.  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto 
Elijah,  Go  down  with  him:  be  not  afraid  of  hita.  And  he 
arose,  and  went  do^vn  with  him  unto  ttie  king.  And  he  aaid 
xinto  him,  TJius  saith   the  Lord,  Forasmuch   as  tlnm  hast 
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stilt  nie9!ieiiger8  tu  inquire  of  Bual-zehub  tlit-  ^oil  oF  Kkrun, 
therefore  thou  slialt  imt  ctmie  down  off  thnt  b(ul  (in  which 
thou  :irt  gone  up,  hut  shiilt,  surely  die.  So  lie  (3ie<l  according 
to  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  Eli|:ih  had  spoken.  And 
Jehonim  his  brother  bcgsni  to  reitfn  in  his  stead  ;  because  he 
had  no  son.  Now  the  rest  of  the  iicta  oi'  Aha/.iiih  which  he 
did,  ai-e  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  cJu'oniclcs  of  the 
kings  of  Israel  ? 

In  this  stoiy  We  have  Elijah  onte  more  rcjjresented  to  us  iu 
his  fiercer  mood.  Perhaps  the  story  is  chie  to  (lie  iimigi nation  of 
Ills  admirera  nether  than  to  himself  and  to  fnct.  It  Ptriking-ly 
illuatiii,tL>8  the  cruel  carelesaueat^  of  huuiau  lifd  so  cliuriu:tumtic 
of  nucient  tlnwH.  A  '  hairy  luau '  m(.>aua  a  mau  olad  iu  a  hairy 
skin, 

§  7,  The  last  stwy  aliout  Elijah  is  the  most  marvelloui'.  It  tells 
how  iho  prophet  wae  reported  to  have  myBteriouely  disappeared 
fVom  the  earth  and  how  this  disn.p[ieaniiice  had  been  effected. 

Aud  it  ciinie  to  pitss,  when  tim  Lord  would  take  up 
Elijah  by  a  whirlM-ind  Into  licaven,  that  Elijah  went  with 
Elislia  from  Gilt^al.  And  Elijah  said  unto  Elisha,  Tarrj' 
here..  I  pray  thee;  for  the  Lord  bath  sent  me  to  Beth-el. 
And  Eli»ha  said,  ;Vs  the  Lord  liveth,  and  ita  thy  soul  livctli, 
I  will  not  leave  thee.  So  they  went  down  to  Betb-cL  And 
the  80I18  of  the  prophets  that  were  at  Betb-el  came  forth  to 
Eliaha,  and  said  unto  him,  Knowest  thou  that  the  Lord  M'ill 
tjike  away  thy  master  from  thee  to-day?  And  he  said.  Yea, 
I  know  it;  hold  ye  your  peace.  And  Elijah  said  unto  him, 
Klisha,  tarry  here,  1  pray  thee ;  for  the  Lt>rd  hath  sl-uI  me 
to  Jericho.  And  he  said,  As  the  Lord  liveth,  aud  as  thy 
Boul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee.  So  tlicy  came  to  Jerichu. 
And  the  sons  of  the  prophets  that  were  at  Jericho  came  near 
to  Eiisba,  and  said  unto  him,  Knowest  thou  that  tlie  Loi*d 
M'ill  take  away  thy  master  from  thee  to-day?  And  he 
aiisweretl.  Yea,  I  kjmw  it;  hold  ye  your  peace.  And  Elijah 
said  unt<3  him.  Tarry  here,  I  pray  thee;  for  the  Lord  hatli 
sent  me  to  Jordan.  And  he  miid,  As  the  I^ord  liveth^  and 
as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee.  And  they  two 
went  on. 

And  fifty  men  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets  went,  and 
stood  over  agalu^st  them  afar  off :   and  they  two  stood   by 
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Jordan.  And  Klijah  took  his  mantle,  nud  wrapped  it 
toother,  luid  smote  the  wiitera,  and  they  were  dividctl  hither 
and  thither,  ao  that  they  two  went,  over  on  dry  (ground.  And 
it  eunje  to  pass,  when  they  were  k""^  over,  that  Ehj;ih  said 
unto  Klishii,  Ask  whiit  I  shall  do  for  thee,  hefoi-e  1  be  taken 
from  thee.  And  Ehslm  said,  I  pray  thee,  let  u  duttbic 
portion  of  thy  spirit  lie  ujHjn  ine.  And  he  said.  Th«u  hast 
usked  a  hard  thint^:  nevertheless,  if  tliou  see  me  whe:i  I  am 
tjiken  from  thee,  it  shall  t>e  so  unto  thee ;  but  if  not,  il  shall 
not  be  so.  And  it  cnnie  to  pass,  as  they  still  went  on,  and 
talked,  that,  heholcl,  there  appeared  a  chariot  of  fire,  and 
horses  of  fire,  wliieh  parted  them  both  asunder;  and  Elijah 
went  lip  by  a  whirlwind  into  lieaven. 

And  Elisha  sr*w  it,  and  he  cried.  My  father,  nty  father, 
the  chariots  of  Israel  and  the  horsemeii  thereof!  And  he 
saw  him  no  more:  and  he  took  hold  of  his  own  elotlies,  and 
rent  them  in  two  pieces.  He  took  up  also  the  mantle  of 
Elijah  that  fell  from  him,  and  ^vent  buck,  and  stxjod  by  tfic 
bank  of  Jordan.  And  he  took  the  mantle  of  Elijah,  and 
smote  the  waters,  and  said,  Where  is  the  Lord  God  of 
Elijah?  and  when  he  had  Hndtt^n  the  waters,  they  were 
divifiwi  hitiier  and  thither:  and  Elisha  went  over.  And 
when  the  sons  of  the  prophets  saw  hini,  tfiey  said,  The 
spirit  of  Elijiih  dotli  rest  on  Elisha.  And  they  eame  to  meet 
liiiu,  and  bowed  themselves  to  the  ,£^round  before  him. 

And  they  said  unto  him,  Behold  now,  there  be  with  thv 
BPrvants  fifty  strong  men  ;  let  them  go,  we  prav  thee,  anifl  seek 
thy  master:  lest  peradventure  the  spirit  of  the  Tjoril  hafli 
tiilcen  him  np,  and  cast  him  upon  some  mountain,  or  into  some 
Valley.  And  he  said,  Ye  shall  not  send.  And  when  they 
urged  him  till  he  Mas  aslianied,  be  said.  Send.  They  sent 
tlierefore  fdty  men ;  and  they  Bought  three  days,  but 
found  him  not.  And  when  they  came  again  to  him,  (for  he 
tarncd  at  Jericho,)  he  said  nnto  them.  Did  I  not  say  unto  you. 
Go  not  ? 


§  8.  We  now  eome  to  a  story  ahout  Jcliornm,  .Jeliushaphu),  and 
Eliehd,  parallel  in  seme  reppeots  to  our  iormer  tstory  of  Ahab, 
Jehoshapliat,  ariJ  Micaiab.  Edom.  we  are  elsewhere  told,  whs  at 
this  time  subJL'ct  or  tributary  to  Judah,  go  that  the  king  of  Eilom 
mentioned  in  this  story  must  be  its  govenior  or  satrap  appointed 
by  Jtho&haphat. 
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Now  Jehoraiii  the  son  of  xVliah  iH'gjiii  to  reigii  over  Israel 
in  Siimuria  in  the  ei.Erhteenth  year  of  Jehoahn|>hat  kiiij^  of 
Juihihj  aii<i  reijfiie*!  twelve  years.  Ami  lie  wrought  evil  in 
the  sig'ht  of  the  Lord ;  but  not  lilic  his  futher  and  like  Lis 
mother:  for  lie  |iiit  anuv  the  pl]hu*!s  of  Biud  tliiil  his  father 
had  made.  Nevertheless  he  t-lenved  unto  the  sins  cif  Jen»- 
3)Oiiiii  the  son  of  Nehat,  witli  which  he  made  Isniel  tu  KJn ; 
he  departed  not  thfrefroni. 

Now  Mesha  king  of  Moab  was  a  sheep-master;  and  he 
rendere<l  unto  the  king  of  Israel  tm  hutjdrL-d  thousatiti  lambs, 
and  the  wool  of  an  hundred  thousand  rams.  Hut  it  came  to 
pass,  when  Ahah  waa  dead,  that  the  king  of  Mo:ib  rebelled 
against  the  king  of  Israel.  And  king  .Tehoram  went  out  of 
Samaria,  and  immbered  ail  Israel.  And  he  went  and  sent  to 
Jehoshaphat  the  king  uf  Juduh,  buying,  The  king  of  Muab 
hath  rebelled  against  me :  wilt  thou  go  with  me  ligaJnst 
Moab  to  battle?  And  he  said.  I  will  gt>  up:  I  am  an  thou 
art,  my  people  as  thy  people,  my  horses  as  thy  horses.  And 
Jehoshaphat  said,  Which  way  shall  we  go  up?  And  he 
answered,  The  \ruy  by  the  wilderness  of  l^doin.  So  the 
king  of  Isniel  went,  and  the  king  of  Judab^  and  the  king 
of  Edotn  :  and  they  fetched  a  eomp;i88  of  seven  days' 
journey :  ami  there  was  no  water  for  the  host,  and  for  the 
cattle  that  followed  them. 

And  the  king  of  Israel  said,  Alaa !  that  the  Lord  hath 
called  these  three  kings  together  to  deliver  them  into  tlie 
hand  of  Mouh.  But  Jehoshaphat  said.  Is  there  not  here 
a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  that  we  may  i]»quire  of  tlie  Lord 
by  him  ?  And  one  of  the  king  of  Israel's  servanls  aiiswe^'d 
and  said.  Here  is  EUsha  the  sun  of  yhaphal,  who  pounnl 
water  on  the  bands  of  KUjah.  And  Jehusliaphat  said. 
The  ivord  of  the  Lord  is  with  him.  So  the  king  of  Israel 
and  Jehostiaphat  and  the  king  of  Edoni  went  down  to 
him.  And  Liiaha  said  unto  the  king  of  Israel,  What  Unvv 
I  to  do  with  thee?  get  thee  to  the  pi-ophets  of  thy  father, 
and  to  the  prophets  of  thv  mother.  And  the  king  of 
Israel  said  unto  him.  Nay  :  tor  the  Lord  hath  called  tluw 
three  kings  together  to  deliver  them  into  tlie  hand  of 
M4Uib.  And  I^lisha  said.  As  the  Lord  of  h<jsts  Hveth,  before 
M-h(Hn  I  stand,  surely,  were  it  not  that  I  iTgurd  the  presence 
of  Jehoshaphat  the  king  uf  Judali,  I  would  not  look  toward 
lliee,  nor  sec  thee.     But  noM'  bring  nie  a  nuiti^trcl.     And  it 
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eanie  to  jiass,  when  the  ininRtrel  pluyed.  that  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  came  upon  hiiii.  And  he  said.  Thus  satth  the  Lord,, 
Make  this  valley  full  of  pits.  For  thus  Kiith  the  Lord,.  Ye 
shall  not  sec  wind,  neither  shall  ye  see  rain,  yet  that  valley 
Khali  l)e  filled  with  water,  that  ye  shall  drink,  hutli  ye  and 
vuur  artnv  and  vour  iH'aiiits.  And  this  is  but  a  liu;ht  thing  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord :  he  will  also  deliver  the  MoabiU's  into 
your  hand.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  when  the 
ineal-offeriug  was  offered,  tliat,  behold,  there  came  water  by 
the  way  of  Edom,  and  the  eountrj'  was  filled  with  water. 

And  when  all  the  Moahitcs  heard  that  the  kings  were 
come  up  to  fight  against  tliem,  they  gathered  together  all 
that  were  able  to  put  on  armour,  and  U|iward,  and  stood  on 
the  border.  And  they  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  the 
sun  shone  upon  the  water,  and  the  Moabites  saw  the  water 
on  the  other  side  us  red  as  blood :  and  they  Knd,  This  is 
blood ;  the  kings  have  surely  fought  together,  and  thev  have 
smitten  each  man  his  fellow :  imw  therefore,  Moab,  to  the 
spoil.  And  when  they  came  to  the  camp  of  Israel,  the 
Isnielites  rose  up  and  smote  the  Moabites,  so  that  they  fled 
l>efore  thetn:  and  they  went  foruanl  into  the  land  sniltijig 
the  Moahitcs,  and  taking  their  cities. 

§  £).  The  compiler  of  the  Booliii  of  KiiigB  iuserta  various  stories 
about  Elishaj  Hoine  of  which  stem  modelled  upon  or  developed 
uut  of  etoiioR  about  Klijali.  It  ia  hard  to  say  how  much  of  them 
can  have  happened  both  to  one  and  to  the  othi-r.  Eliftha,  so  fai" 
aa  we  can  gather,  was  not  as  gieat  or  origiual  a  nmii  aa  his  master 
Elijttli,  But  the  stoneis  told  ahout  hira  are  still  fuller  of  marvels 
and  mirach'B. 

And  it  fell  nu  a  day,  that  Klisha  passed  to  Shnnem,  where 
Mas  a  great  woniiin ;  Jind  slie  constrained  him  to  eat  bread. 
And  HO  it  \v!\H,  that  as  oft  as  hn  passed  by,  he  turned  iii^ 
thitlier  to  eat  bread.  And  she  said  unto  her  husband,  Beholdj 
MOW,  I  perceive  that  this  is  an  holy  man  of  God,  who  passeth 
by  us  continually.  Let  us  make,  I  pniy  thee,  a  little  upper 
chamber  on  the  wall ;  and  let  us  set  tor  Jtim  there  a  bed,  and 
a  t;d)le,  and  a  stool,  and  a  candlestick  ;  and  it  shall  be,  M-hen 
he  eonu't]i  to  \is,  that  he  shall  turn  in  thither. 

And  it  fell  on  a  day,  that  he  came  thither,  and  he  turned 
into  the  cluiniber  and  lay  there.  And  he  said  to  Geha/.i  his 
servant.  Call  thts  Shunammitc.    And  when  he  had  called  her. 
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she  stood  before  him.  And  he  said  unto  her,  Behold,  thou 
hast,  been  careful  for  us  with  all  this  cure ;  what  is  to  Iw  done 
for  tliee  ?  ivouldest  thou  be  spoken  for  to  the  kin^j  or  to  the 
cnptiiiii  of  tlie  host:  And  she  answered,  I  dwell  uuionH; 
uiiue  own  people.  And  he  siiid,  \^'ll[lt  then  is  to  he  done 
for  lier  ?  And  (iehazi  answered.  Verily  she  hath  no  son, 
and  her  husband  is  old.  And  he  said,  Call  her.  And  when 
he  had  eatled  her,  she  stood  in  the  door.  And  he  said.  At 
this  season  next  yenr  thou  shalt  embrace  a  son.  And  she 
said.  Nay,  my  loi'd,  thou  man  of  God,  do  not  lie  unto  tJiine 
handmaid.  Aiid  tlte  woman  bare  a  son  at  tliat  season  that 
Elisha  liud  said  unto  her. 

And  when  the  child  was  growTi,  it  fell  on  a  day,  that  he 
went  out  to  his  father  to  the  reapers.  And  he  said  unto  his 
father.  My  head,  my  head.  And  he  said  to  a  lad,  Carry  him 
to  his  mother.  And  when  he  bad  t^ikeu  him,  and  brought 
him  to  his  mother,  he  sat  on  her  liiiees  till  noon,  and  then 
died.  And  she  went  up,  and  laid  him  on  the  bed  of  the 
man  of  God,  and  shut  the  dooi-  upon  him,  and  went  out. 
And  she  culled  unto  her  husband,  and  said.  Send  mc,  1  pray 
thee,  one  of  the  servants^  and  one  of  the  asses,  tlmt  I  jnay 
run  to  the  man  of  God,  and  come  again.  And  he  said, 
"Wherefore  wilt  thou  go  to  him?  it  is  to-day  neither  new 
moon  nor  salibath.  And  she  said.  It  shall  be  well.  Then 
she  saddled  an  ass,  and  said  to  her  servant,  Drire,  and  go 
forward ;  slack  not  thy  ridings  for  me,  except  I  bid  tliee. 
So  she  wentj  and  came  unto  tlic  man  of  God  to  mount 
C  aim  el. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  num  of  God  saw  her  afar 
off,  that  he  said  to  (lehazi  his  servant.  Behold,  yonder  is  the 
Slmnatmnite :  run,  I  pniy  thee,  now  to  meet  her,  and  say 
unto  her.  Is  it  well  with  thee  ?  is  it  well  with  thy  husband  ? 
is  it  well  with  the  child!  And  she  answered,  It  is  well. 
And  when  she  came  to  the  man  of  God  t*)  the  hill,  she 
caught  him  by  the  feet.  And  Gebazi  eanie  near  Ut  thrust 
her  away;  but  the  man  of  God  said,  Let  her  alone;  for  her 
snnl  is  vexeil  within  her ;  aiul  the  Jjord  hath  hiil  it  from 
me,  and  hath  not  told  me.  Then  she  said,  Did  I  desii-e  a 
son  of  my  lord  ?  did  I  not  say,  Do  not  deceive  n\c  ?  'Hien 
he  said  to  Gehazi,  Gird  up  thy  loins,  and  take  my  staff  in 
thine  hand,  and  go  thy  way:  if  thou  meet  any  man,  salute 
him  not ;  and  if  any  salute  thee,  answer  him  not  again  :  and 
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lay  my  stjifE  ujioii  the  face  of  the  child.  And  the  mother 
uf  the  citild  siiid,  As  the  Lord  [ueth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth, 
1  will  nut  leiLve  thcc.    And  lie  ui'ubl-,  uiid  iuMuwud  her. 

And  (ii>h:ty.L  pa»Hcd  ou  Uvinre  Ihcin,  ruid  laid  the  stuff 
u[H)(i  the  face  of  the  chihl ;  liut  there  uiis  iieitht'r  voife,  nor 
heed.  Wherefore  he  went  hack  t«  meet  him,  and  told  hiiiij 
saying'.  The  child  is  not  uwnked.  And  when  Kliaha  was 
cunie  iiiiu  tlie  buusc,  beliuld,  the  child  wits  dcEid,  iind  laid 
upon  his  lied,  lie  went  in  therefore,  und  whut  the  dour 
U]K)n  them  twain,  imd  praved  utito  t)iL<  Liurd.  Aitd  he  went 
u]),  and  lay  upon  the  child,  and  put  Ids  muulh  upon  Ins 
mouth,  antl  his  eyes  upon  his  eyes,  and  his  bauds  upon  his 
liiLuds :  iiiid  he  stretched  himself  upon  him;  uud  the  flesh  of 
the  child  waxed  warm.  Then  he  returned,  and  walktHl  iu 
the  house  once  to  iind  fro;  and  went  up,  and  stretched 
himself  again  upon  ttie  child  :  and  the  child  sneezed  seven 
times,  and  opened  his  eyes.  And  he  called  (Jeh:t/i,  and 
said,  C;itl  this  Shuniuiunile.  So  be  called  her.  And  when 
she  was  con]e  in  unto  him,  he  said,  Take  up  thy  son.  Then 
she  went  iji,  and  fell  at  his  feetj  and  bowed  herself  to  the 
ground  ;  and  she  took  up  her  son,  :md  went  out. 

Notice  in  this  ttory  the  pretty  picture  oF  family  life,  and  tha 
vividness  of  the  narrative.  The  '  great '  or  rich  ivoitijiii.  lives  siiuply, 
and  the  guest-cbamber  Ib  Bituply  furuiahed.  Later  on  the  compiler 
gives  us  4kai>llit!T  glimpsje  of  thu  Sbiuiaiiiuiite  lu  the  following  words. 
She  wap  now,  aa  it  would  seem,  u  widinv. 

And  Elishtt  spake  unto  the  woman,  whose  son  lie  bad 
restored  U>  life,  sayiriif,  Arisc^  and  i^o  thou  and  thine  houst*- 
Indd,  an<l  sojfjuri]  wheiVBoever  tliou  canst  .s<jjourn;  fcjr  the 
Lonl  hath  called  a  famine  ujjon  the  land  seven  years.  And 
the  woman  arose,  and  did  after  the  sciying  of  the  man  of 
Gud:  and  slie  went  witli  tier  household,  and  sojourned  in  the 
laud  of  the  Pbilistini's  seven  years.  And  it  came  to  pass  at 
ti]e  seven  years*  end,,  that  th^  woman  returni'tl  out  of  the 
land  c>f  the  PhiliHtiiies:  and  she  went  forth  to  ciy  mito  the 
kiuijf  for  her  house  and  for  her  land.  Now  the  kiti_ij  was 
talkinif  with  Gehazi  tlie  servant  of  the  man  of  God,  saying, 
Tell  me,  I  pniy  tbee,  all  the  great  thinga  that  Elisha  hath 
done.  An(]  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  wns  telling  the  king  how 
he  bad  restored  the  dead  to  life,  that,  behold,  the  woman, 
whose  son  he  had  restored  to  life,  cried  to  the  king  for  lier 
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house  and  for  her  JancL  And  Gchazi  sjiid.  My  lord,  O  kirifj, 
this  is  the  woni?in,  and  this  is  her  won.  whom  EHsim  restored 
to  life.  And  when  the  kin^  asked  the  woman,  she  tohi  him. 
So  the  king  appointed  unto  her  a  certain  officer,  saying. 
Restore  all  Ihjit  was  hers,  and  all  llie  fruits  of  the  field  since 
the  day  that  she  left  tlie  land,  even  until  now. 

And  the  men  of  Jericho  said  unto  Elisha,  Behold,  wo 
pray  thee,  the  situation  of  this  eity  is  pleasunt,  im  my  lord 
seeth :  hut  tlie  water  is  naught,  and  there  is  barrenness  m 
the  land.  Aud  he  said,  BniiE^  me  a  uew  cruse,  and  put  salt 
therein.  And  they  hrought  it  to  hiui.  An<l  he  went  forth 
unto  the  spriiiE;  of  the  waters,  and  cast  salt  therein,  and  said. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  have  healed  these  waters;  there  shall 
not  he  from  tJienee  any  more  death  or  bari-enucss.  .So  the 
waters  were  healed  unto  tliis  day,  according  to  the  saying  of 
Elisha  wliicli  he  spake. 

Now  there  cried  a  certain  woman  of  the  wives  of  the  scma 
of  the  prophets  unto  Klisha,  saying.  Thy  servant  my  husband 
is  dead :  iiiid  thou  knouest  that  thy  servant  did  iVar  Cicjd : 
and  the  creditor  is  come  to  take  unto  him  my  two  sons  to  be 
hundnien.  And  Elisha  said  unto  her^  What  shall  I  do  for 
thee  r  tell  nie;  what  hast  tliou  iti  the  house?  And  she  said. 
Thine  handmaid  hath  not  any  thing  in  the  house,  save  a  pot 
nf  oil.  Then  he  said,  (Jo,  borrow  thee  vessels  abroad  of  idl 
thy  ueigfj hours,  even  empty  vessels  ;  hori-ow  not  a  few.  And 
wlien  thou  art  come  in,  thou  shalt  shut  the  door  upon  thee 
and  U|M)n  thy  sons,  and  pour  out  into  all  thuse  vessels;  and 
thou  slndt  set  aside  that  which  is  full.  So  she  went  from 
him,  and  did  so.  And  alie  shut  the  door  upon  her  and  upon 
her  sons,  who  brought  the  vessels  to  her,  and  she  poured 
out.  And  it  (^ame  to  pass,  wiicn  the  vessels  were  fidl,  that 
she  said  unto  her  son,  Bring  nw  yet  a  vessel.  A]id  he  said 
unto  her,  TJiere  is  not  a  vessel  more.  Aud  the  oil  stayed. 
Then  slie  came  and  told  the  man  of  God.  And  he  said,  (io, 
sell  the  oil,  and  pay  thy  debt,  aud  live  tbou  and  thy  sons  of 
the  rest. 

And  Klisha  canie  again  to  Gilgal :  and  there  was  a  dearth 
in  the  land ;  and  the  sons  of  the  prophets  were  sitting  bt'i'ore 
hitn :  and  he  said  unto  his  servant.  Set  on  the  great  pot,  and 
seethe  pottage  for  the  sons  of  the  propfiets.  And  one  went 
out  into  the  field  to  gather  herba,  and  found  a  wild  vine,  and 
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,«^ullit'rcd  thereof  wild  pnurds  his  hip  full,  and  came  and  shred 
thcin  into  the  pot  uF  pottni^a^ :  fur  they  knew  them  nut.  So 
they  poured  out  for  the  men  to  e!it.  And  it  cimie  tc  pasH,  as 
they  were  eatint;  of  the  pottatjc,  that  they  cried  out,  and  wdd, 
O  man  of  God,  there  is  death  in  the  pot.  And  they  could 
uot  tilt  thereof.  But  he  said,  Then  bring  meal.  And  he 
cast  it  into  the  pot ;  and  he  mud,  Pour  out  for  the  people, 
that  they  may  cat.     .\nd  there  was  no  liarui  la  the  pot. 

And  there  eume  a  man  from  Baai-shjdJHhah,  and  ]>n)Ught 
the  man  of  Grid  bread  of  the  firstfruits,  twenty  loaves  of 
barley,  and  fresh  ears  of  rorn.  And  he  said,  Give  imto  the 
people,  that  they  may  eat.  Ajid  his  servitor  said,  What, 
should  I  set  this  ticfore  an  hundred  uieu  ?  But  he  said  ii^ain, 
Give  the  people,  that  thcv  may  cat ;  for  thus  saitli  the  Lord, 
They  shall  eat,  and  shall  leave  thereof.  So  he  set  it  before 
them,  an<l  they  did  cat,  and  left  theivof,  according^  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord. 

And  tlie  aous  of  the  prophets  said  untu  Elisha,  Behold 
now,  the  place  where  we  iImtII  with  thee  is  Iim)  strnit  for 
us.  Let  ns  tfo,  we  pray  thee,  unto  Jordan,  and  t;ike  thence 
every  man  a  beam,  and  let  ua  make  us  a  place  there,  where 
we  may  dwell.  And  he  answered,  Go  ye.  And  one  said, 
Be  content,  1  jiray  thee,  and  go  with  thy  servants.  And  he 
ansivered,  I  will  go.  So  he  went  with  them.  And  wiwii 
they  came  to  Jordan,  they  cut  down  wood.  But  as  one  was 
fellinj;  a  beam,  the  axe-head  fi'll  into  the  water :  and  he  cried, 
ami  said,  iVlas,  master!  for  it  was  borrowed.  And  the  niuii 
of  God  said,  Where  fell  it?  And  he  ahewed  him  the  place. 
And  he  cut  doM'ri  a  stick,  and  cast  it  in  thither,  and  the  iron 
did  swim.  And  he  said.  Take  it  up  to  thee.  So  he  put  out 
his  hand,  and  took  it. 

The  next  etory  of  Eli«ha's  wonderful  deeds  is  very  striking  and 

dranmtic. 


Now  Naaman,  captain  of  the  host  of  the  kinj;  of  Syria, 
was  a  great  man  witli  his  niiister,  and  honourahle,  because 
by  him  God  had  given  victory  unto  Syria:  he  was  also 
a    mighty  man  in   valour,  but   lie  was  a  leper.     And  the 

Syrians  had  gone  out  in  Ijands,  and  had  hrought  away 
captive  out  of  tlie  land  of  Israel  a  Hltle  maid;  and  she 
waited  on  Naaman's  wife.     And  she  said  unto  her  mistressj 
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Woiihl  God  my  lord  were  H'ith  the  prophet  th.-it  is  in  Samaria  I 
for  he  ivnuld  recover  him  of  hi»  leprosy.  And  he  «eiit  in, 
;ind  told  his  lord,  saying,  Thus  and  thus  said  the  maid  that 
is  of  the  land  of  Isra*el.  And  the  hing  of  Syria  said,  Go  to, 
ifo,  and  I  M'ilt  send  a  letter  unto  the  kini;  ui  Israel.  And  he 
departe<l,  an(i  took  M'itli  him  ten  talents  of  silver,  and  six 
thousand  shekels  of  pohl,  and  ten  changes  of  raiment,  And 
he  brought  tlie  letter  to  the  king'  of  Israel,  saying-.  And  now 
when  this  letter  is  come  unto  thee.,  behold,  I  have  sent 
Kaaman  my  servant  to  thee,  that  thou  mavest  recover  him 
of  his  leprosy.  And  it  catue  to  pass,  when  the  kini;  of 
Israel  had  read  the  letter,  that  he  rent  his  elothes,  and  said, 
Am  I  Godj  to  kiil  and  to  make  alive,  that  this  man  doth  send 
nnto  me  to  recox'er  a  man  of  Jiis  leprosy  ?  wherefore  consider, 
I  pray  you,  and  see  how  he  scekelh  a  quarrel  against  nie. 

And  it  was  so,  when  Klisha  the  man  of  God  liL-ani  that  the 
king  of  Israel  had  rent  his  chithes,  that  lie  sent  to  the  king, 
saying.  Wherefore  hast  thou  rent  thy  clothes?  let  him  fame 
now  to  me,  and  be  shall  know  that  there  is  a  prophet  in  Isniel. 
So  Naamaii  came  with  his  horses  and  with  his  chariots,  and 
stood  at  the  door  of  the  house  of  Elisha.  And  Elisha  sent 
a  messenger  unto  him,  saying,  Go  and  wash  in  .Tonhm  seven 
tijueSj  and  thy  flesh  shall  come  ajgnin  to  thee,  and  thnu  shalt 
he  clean.  But  Nuaman  was  wToth,  and  went  away,  and 
said,  Behold,  I  thought.  He  will  surely  come  out  to  me,  and 
sttmd^  and  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lortl  his  God,  and  wave 
his  hand,  and  recover  me  of  my  leprosy.  Are  not  Abanah 
and  Pbarjiar,  the  rivers  of  Damascu!^,  better  than  all  the 
waters  of  Israel  J  may  I  not  wash  in  them,  and  be  clean? 
So  he  turned  and  uent  away  in  a  rage.  And  his  servants 
came  near,  and  spake  unto  him,  and  said,  If  the  prophet  bad 
bid  thee  do  some  great  thing,  wouUlest  thou  not  have  done 
it }  how  much  rather  then,  wheri  he  saitb  to  thee.  Wash,  aiid 
be  clean  ?  Then  went  he  down,  ami  dipped  himself  seven 
times  in  Jordan,  according  to  the  saying  of  the  man  of  God  : 
and  his  flesh  came  again  like  unto  the  flesh  of  a  little  child, 
and  he  was  clean. 

And  he  returned  to  the  man  of  God,  he  ami  all  his 
company,  and  came,  and  stood  before  him :  and  he  said, 
Behold  now,  I  know  that  there  is  no  God  in  all  the  earth, 
but  in  Isniel:  now  therefore,  1  pray  tliee,  take  a  present  of 
thy  servant.    But  he  said.  As  the  Lord  liveth,  before  whom 
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I  Htaiid,  1  will  TLT'i-'ivu  none.  And  lie  urged  him  to  take  it ; 
but.  hf.  refused.  And  Naaiium  said.  If  not,  let  there,  I  pray 
thee,  ho  i^iven  t«  thy  serviiiit  two  mules.'  hurcleii  of  earth  ; 
for  thy  servant  will  henceforth  offer  neither  burnt  ofTerint^ 
nor  sacrifici?  unto  other  sfods,  but  uuto  the  Lord.  But  in 
this  thing  may  the  Lord  pardon  thy  servant;  when  my 
master  goeth  into  the  btiuHe  of  Kiuunun  tu  worship  there, 
]itui  he  lenneth  on  my  himd,  and  I  \iovr  myself  in  the  bouse 
of  Uimmonj  M-ben  tie  h<nv8  himself  in  the  house  of  Himnmn, 
may  the  Lord  pardon  thy  servant  in  this  thing.  And  he 
said  unto   lihn.  Go  in  peace.     So  he  departed    from  him 

II  little  way. 

But  Geha/i,  the  servant  of  Klisha  the  nmn  of  God,  said. 
Behold,  iny  master  iiath  spared  this  NaamaUj  in  nnt  receiving" 
at  his  hands  that  which  he  brought:  as  the  Lord  Uvetb,  I  will 
run  after  him,  and  take  somewhat  of  bini.  So  Gehazi  fol- 
lowed after  Nuanuin.  And  when  Naaman  saw  one  running 
after  h'nn,  he  lijfhted  dawn  from  the  cJiariot  to  meet  hiui, 
and  said,  Is  all  well  ?  And  he  said.  All  is  well,  ^^y  master 
liatb  sent  me,  sayinj^j  Bebold,  eien  now  there  be  cotne  to  nie 
from  the  hill  country  of  Ephraim  two  young  men  of  the  sons 
of  the  prophets ;  give  them,  I  pray  tliee,  a  talent  of  silver. 
And  Xaamau  said.  Be  content,  take  two  talents.  And  he 
iirg-ed  him,  and  hound  Uvo  tidents  of  silver  in  two  hags,  and 
laid  them  upon  two  of  his  servants;  and  they  hare  them 
before  him.  And  when  he  came  to  the  hill,  he  took  them 
from  tlieir  band,  and  bestowed  tliem  in  the  house:  and  he 
let  the  men  go,  and  they  departed.  But  be  went  in,  and 
stood  before  his  master.  And  Elislm  said  miVo  liini,  Wfience 
contest  thou,  Geha/i }  And  he  said,  Thy  servant  went  no 
whither.  And  he  said  unto  him.  Went  not  mine  heart  ^vith 
thee,  when  the  man  turned  again  from  his  ehariot  to  meet 
thee  ?  Behold,  tbou  hast  taken  money,  and  wilt  get  there- 
with garments,  and  oliievards  and  vineyards,  and  sheep  and, 
oxen,  and  menservants  and  maidservants,  but  the  leprosy  of 
Naaman  shall  elea^'e  unto  tbce,  and  unto  thy  seed  tor  erer- 
And  he  went  out  from  his  presence  a  leper  as  white  as  snow. 


To  ft  Jew  of  »  later  age  tlie  extcneion  of  Gehazi's  piitd&hmeut  Ut 
hia  '  &eed '  would  have  apppared  unjust,  but  to  the  men  of  Ebshn's 
day  a  man  and  his  eou  i'ormed  »  tmity.  The  words,  'If  the 
propht't  liad  bid  thee  do  some  gi-eat  thing,  wouldest  thou  not  have 
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dime  it  ?  liow  raiivh  rstlier  then,  wlien  he  caith  lo  (bee,  "Wash,  aud 
be  clean,'  liavo  olteii  been  used  as  a  pi-facher's  test.  Meu  are 
often  willing  (or  fancy  themselves  willing)  to  do  some  Rrnit  thing 
uruiiike  sotiie  greiit  sacrifice,  but  they  niuriHur  at  the  due  fulfiluieut 
of  the  little  ordinwy  duties  of  every  day. 

§  lo.  Tlie  iipxt  story  reiiroFents  Elisha  on  hetter  terms  thau  we 
can  imftgine  him  with  a  pon  of  Ahah,  the  idolatnr.  Perhaps  the 
BtoiT  refers  nf>t  to  JeliDrani,  hitt  lo  Jehoahuz  the  eon  of  J«hu,  of 
whom  we  shal]  bear  later  ou. 

Now  the  feing  of  Syria  warrctl  against  Isritel ;  and  he  took 
cauiisel  nith  his  servaiit»,  miyiiig,  In  such  ritid  such  a  place 
nhull  ye  hide  yourselves  in  ambush.  And  the  man  of  God 
sent  unto  the  king  of  Isrfu'l.  sayini?,  Bewnre  that  thou  pass 
not  such  a  phiee  ;  for  there  the  Syriiiiis  are  hidden.  And 
the  kin^  oF  Israel  sent  to  the  ]3lace  which  the  m;ui  of  Uod 
tuid  him  !ind  warned  him  of;  and  he  saved  IiiinseH'  there, 
lint  oace  nor  tuiee.  jViid  tlie  lieart  of  the  kiiiK  "f  Syria  was 
sore  tmuhled  for  this  tEiing;  and  he  called  his  servants,  and 
said  unto  them,  Will  ye  not  shew  me  which  of  us  is  for  the 
the  kin^  of  Israel  ?  And  one  of  his  servants  said.  None,  my 
lord,  O  king  :  but  Klisha,  the  prophet  that  is  in  Israel,  lelleth 
the  king  of  Israel  the  words  that  thou  speakest  in  (by  bed- 
chamber. And  he  said.  Go  and  spy  where  he  is,  that  I  may 
send  and  capture  him.  And  it  was  told  him,  saying^.  Behold, 
he  is  ill  Dothan. 

Therefore  sent  be  thither  horees,  and  chariots,  and  a  ^rfat 
liost :  and  they  came  by  night  and  compassed  the  city 
about.  And  Elislia  rose  early  in  the  morning,  and  went 
fortli,  and,  behold,  an  host  compassed  the  city  both  with 
horses  and  chariots.  Antl  his  sen'ant  said  unto  him,  Alas, 
my  master !  Iiow  shall  we  do  ?  And  he  ana%vcrcd.  Fear 
not:  for  they  that  be  with  US  arc  more  than  they  that 
be  with  them.  And  Elisha  pmyed,  and  said.  Lord,  1  pi-ay 
thee,  open  his  eyes,  that  lie  may  see.  And  the  Lord  opened 
the  eyes  of  the  young  man  ;  and  he  saw  :  and,  behold,  the 
niouritain  was  full  of  horses  and  chariots  of  tire  round  about 
Kliaha.  And  \vhen  tiie  Syi'ians  drew  ncttr  to  him,  KUsha 
prayed  unto  the  Lord,  and  said.  Smite  this  people,  I  pray 
thee,  with  blhidness.  And  he  smote  them  with  blindness 
according  to  the  word  of  Elisha.  And  Elisha  said  unto 
them.  This  is  not  the  way,  neither  is  this  the  city :  follow 


336 


THE    BIBLE    FOR    HOME    READING 


im*.  and  I  wU]  brintr  you  to  the  nu\n  whom  ye  seek.     And 
111*  \vd  thfiii  to  SiLtiiiiria. 

And  it  czmu'  to  pjiss,  wlifii  tlipy  wt-re  come  into  Suniurio, 
that  Rlisha  suid,  I^ird.  open  the  eyea  of  these  men,  th:»t  they 
iiiiiv  sec.  Xnt\  the  Lnrc!  opened  their  eyes,  and  they  saw; 
Lrui,  behcddj  they  "'ere  in  the  midst  of  Sainiiria.  And  the 
kinj;  of  Israel  said  unto  Elisha,  when  he  saw  them.  My 
father,  Khali  I  Hmite  tlieni  ?  shall  I  snute  them  ?  And  he 
answered,  Thon  shall  not  Rinite  them:  \iouhlest  thou  smite 
those  \vho3n  thou  hast  taken  captive  with  thy  sword  and 
with  thy  bow  ?  set  bread  and  water  before  them,  that  they 
inav  eat  and  drink,  and  i^o  to  their  master.  And  he  pre- 
pared threat  provision  for  thcni :  and  when  they  had  eaten 
and  drunk,  he  sent  them  away,  and  they  went  to  thear 
master.  And  the  bands  of  Syria  came  no  more  into  the  land 
of  Israel. 

§  II.  It  was  perhaps  during  this  truce  between  Syria  and  Israel 
that  another  strange  event  occurred  in  the  lifu  of  EJisha.     You 
wi)!    renipmber  thjit    acconling    to    a    prnvions    story  Elijnh   wael 
hidden  to  gn  to  Damflscws  and  anoint    Hazael  as  Icing.     The  exe- 
■cntion  of  tliis  mandate  is  here  ascribed  to  Elislia. 

.Viul  Klisha  eame  to  Damascus :  and  Ben-hadad  the  kinjSf 
of  Damascus  was  sick  ;  and  it  was  told  hiiii^  sayinji;,  'Vhts 
man  of  God  is  come  hither.  And  the  kint;  said  nuto  Hazael, 
Take  a  present  in  thine  hand,  and  go,  meet  the  man  of  God, 
and  inquire  of  the  Lord  by  him,  aayini^,  Shall  I  ixeover  of 
this  disease?  So  Hazael  went  to  meet  him,  and  took 
n  [ireseiit  with  Iiim,  ei'en  of  every  ^ooti  tlirni;  of  Damascus, 
forty  camels'  bnrden,  and  eame  and  stood  before  liini,  and 
said,  Thy  son  Ben-hadad  kina;  of  Syria  hath  sent  me  to 
thee,  saying,  S!iaU  1  recover  of  this  disease?  And  EHsha 
said  unto  him.  Go,  say  unto  him,  Thou  ahalt  certainly 
recover  ^  howbeit  the  Lord  hath  shewed  me  that  he  shall 
surely  die.  And  he  settled  his  countenance  stedfastly  upon 
him,  until  he  was  ashamed  :  and  the  man  of  God  wept. 
And  Ila/ael  said.  Why  weepeth  my  lord  }  And  he  answered. 
Because  I  know  the  evil  that  thou  wilt  do  unto  the  cliildren 
of  Israel :  their  stroni;  liolds  wilt  thou  set  on  tire,  and  their 
young^  men  wilt  thou  slay  with  the  sword.  And  Ha/.ael 
said,  But  what  is  thy  servant,  the  dog-,  that  he  should  do 
this  g^reat  thing?      And  EHsha  answered.  The  Lord   hath 
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iiie  thfit  tl»ou  slialt  be  Wiug  over  Syria.  Sn  he 
departed  from  Klisha,  and  came  to  his  master;  who  suitl 
I«  hitn,  What  siiitl  Elishci  to  thet' ?  And  lit'  misuered,  He 
told  nie  that  thim  slumldest  siirtdy  recovt-r.  And  it  catnc  to 
\ms»  on  the  morroM*.  that  he  took  a  thick  cloth  arid  dipped  it 
In  initer,  riu\  spread  it  on  his  fnce,  so  that  he  died:  and 
Hazaeil  reigned  in  his  stcnd. 

§  12.  The  fullowiii^  terrlblu  gtury  iahes  us  buck  to  the  days  vf 
Ueu-liiiciad,  wlium  iliiKael  sufTucatL-d ;  but  some  suliolanj  think 
that  the  Pien-hadad  referred  to  in  it  is  the  s&jt  of  HaKael,  who  was 
also  i!a.DBd  Eeu-liadnd.  lu  thiit  case  the  king  of  Israel  is  not 
Jehcram  sou  of  Ahiih,  but  Jeiiunhiiz  sou  of  Jeim.  And  Jehu  w«a 
a  gieider  murderer  thaci  Ahwh.  Hut  perluips,  too,  the  kiii^'  of  Israel 
is  Ahnh  himself.  Tlieie  seem  good  liiatoriual  reasons  (bi-  (liisj  into 
■which  I  cannot  here  enter.  And  '  son  nf  a  murderer  *  in  Hehn-w 
and  Eastern  idiom  need  mean  uo  rauie  thiin  murderer  plain  and 
simple. 

And  it  fame  to  p;iss  after  this,  that  Ben-hadad  kinjj  of 
Syria  gathered  all  his  host,  and  %vent  up.  and  besieged 
hjanuiria.  A  nd  tticrti  was  u  j!;rcat  famine  in  Samaria  :  and, 
heliold,  they  besicijed  it,  until  an  ass's  head  was  sold  for 
fourscore  shekels  of  silver,  and  the  fourtli  part  of  a  kah  of 
dove's  dung  for  five  shekels  of  silver.  And  as  the  ktriif  of 
Israel  was  passing  hy  upon  the  wall,  there  cried  a  «*oinan 
iijito  him,  savina;.  Help,  my  h>rd,  O  king.  And  be  said.  If 
the  Lord  do  not  help  thee,  whence  shall  I  help  thee?  out  of 
the  thresh inar-lloor,  or  out  nf  the  winepress  ?  And  the  king- 
said  unto  her,  What  aileth  thee  ?  And  she  answered,  This 
Etonian  said  unt«  me,  Give  thy  son,  that  we  may  cat  him 
tu-duy,  and  we  will  eat  my  son  to-niorroir.  So  wc  hoiled  my 
son,  and  did  eat  him  :  and  I  said  unto  her  on  the  next  day, 
(live  tiiy  son,  that  \rc  may  eat  him:  and  she  hath  hid  her 
son.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  heard  the  words 
of  the  woman,  tliat  he  rent  his  clothes,  as  he  stood  on  the 
wall ;  nnd  the  people  perceived  that  be  had  sackcloth  within 
u{MJn  his  flesh.  Theli  he  said,  God  do  so  and  more  also  to 
me,  if  the  heiid  of  Klisha  the  son  of  Shaphat  shall  stand  on 
him  this  day. 

But  Elisha  sstt  in  bis  bouse,  aiid  the  ciders  sat  with  bini; 
and  the  king  sent  a  man  From  before  him ;  but  ere  the 
nie8seng;er  cuuic  to  him,  he  said  to  the  elders.  See  ye  how 
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this  son  of  a  numlenr  hath  Rent  to  tfike  away  miisp  hraid  ? 
look,  when  the  mesBenKer  conieth,  shut  the  door,  hikI  hold 
him  biifk  m  ilh  the  doof :  is  not  the  sound  of  his  master's 
feet  behind  lihn  ?  And  vvliile  he  yet  talked  with  them, 
Iwhold,  the  king  cann^  down  unto  liini :  aiid  he  said.  Behold, 
this  evil  is  of  the  Ijord  -^  wiiy  aliould  I  wait  for  the  Lord  any 
longer  ?  And  Elisha  eaid,  Hear  ye  the  word  of  the  Lord  : 
thus  saith  the  Lord,  To-morrow  about  this  time  shall  a 
measure  of  fine  flour  be  sold  for  a  shekel,  and  two  measures 
of  biiiley  for  a  shekel,  in  the  gtite  of  Samariy.-  Then  the 
officer  on  whose  linnd  the  kinp  leaned  answered  the  man  of 
God,  and  said^  Behold,  if  the  Lord  shoiiM  make  windows  in 
beiiven,  might  this  thing  be?  And  he  said.  Behold,  thou 
shalt  see  it  with  thine  eyes,  but  slialt  not  eat  thereof. 

Now  there  were  four  leprous  men  outsiile  the  gate :  and 
they  said  one  to  anotlier,  Why  sit  we  here  until  we  die  ?  If 
we  say,  We  will  enter  into  the  city,  then  the  famine  is  in  the 
city,  and  we  shall  die  there :  and  if  u'e  sit  still  here,  we  die 
also.  Now  therefore  come,  and  let  us  fadl  unto  the  host  of 
the  Syrinns  :  if  they  saiT  us  alive,  we  shall  live ;  and  if  they 
kill  us,  we  shall  but  die.  And  they  rose  vip  in  the  twilight, 
to  go  unto  the  camp  of  the  Syrians :  and  when  they  were 
come  to  the  outer  part  of  the  camp  of  the  Syrians,  behold, 
there  was  no  man  there.  For  the  LonI  had  made  the  host 
of  the  Syrians  tii  hear  a  noise  of  chariots^  and  a  noise  of 
horses,  even  the  noise  of  a  great  host :  and  they  said  one  to 
another,  Lo,  the  king  of  Israel  hath  hired  against  us  the 
kings  of  the  Ilittites,  and  the  kings  of  the  Egyptians,  to 
come  upon  us.  Wherefore  they  arose  and  fled  in  the  twilight, 
and  left  their  tents,  and  their  horses,  and  their  asses,  even 
the  camp  as  it  was,  and  fled  for  their  Hfe. 

And  when  these  lepers  came  to  the  outer  part  of  the  camp, 
they  went  into  one  tent,  and  did  eat  and  drink,  and  carried 
thence  silver,  ami  gold,  and  raiment,  mn\  went  and  hid  it ;  and 
they  eame  back,  and  entered  into  another  tent,  and  carried 
thenee  also,  and  went  and  hid  it.  Then  they  saiil  one  to 
anotJier,  We  do  not  well:  this  day  is  a  day  of  good  tidings, 
and  we  hold  our  peace  :  if  we  tarry  till  the  moriung  light,  our 
guilt  will  find  us  out:  now  therefore  come,  that  we  may  go 
and  tell  the  king's  household.  So  they  came  ami  enlled  unto 
the  keepers  of  the  gate  of  the  city :  and  they  told  them, 
Shying,  W>  came  to  the  camp  of  the  Syrians,  and,  behold. 
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0  was  no  man  there,  neither  voice  of  man,  but  horses 
t.ie<l,  and  nsseis  tied,  and  the  tents  ls  they  were.  And  the 
keepers  of  the  gat«  called  the  officers  of  the  city,  and  the 
officers  told  it  to  the  kind's  household  n-itliin. 

And  the  king  arose  it)  the  night,  and  Raid  unto  his 
stTvants,  I  will  now  shew  vou  n'hat  the  SvriaiiR  have  done  to 
us.  They  knon-  that  ive  he  hungrj*;  therefore  are  they  jfone 
out  of  the  camp  to  hide  theinsclrcs  in  the  field,  saying.  When 
they  come  out  of  the  city,  we  shall  catch  then;  alive,  and 
jfct  into  the  city.  And  one  of  his  scn'ants  answered  an<l 
said.  Let  some  tjike,  1  pnty  thee,  five  of  the  horses  that 
remain,  and  let  us  send  and  see.  They  Utnk  therefore  two 
chariots  with  horses ;  and  the  king-  sent  after  the  host  of 
the  Syrians,  sajing.  Go  and  see.  And  they  went  after  them 
laito  Jordan  :  ami,  lo,  all  tlie  way  was  full  of  gannents  and 
vessels,  which  the  Syrians  had  <*a8t  away  in  their  haste. 
And  tlie  messengers  returned,  and  told  the  king.  And  the 
people  went  out,  and  spoiled  the  camp  of  the  Syrians. 
So  a  measure  of  fine  flour  was  sold  fur  a  shekel,  an<l  two 
measures  of  harley  for  a  shekel,  acconiing  to  the  word  of 
the  Lonl.  Ami  the  king  appointed  the  officer  on  whofle  hand 
he  leaned  to  have  the  charge  of  the  gate :  and  the  people 
trode  upon  him  in  the  gate,  and  he  died. 

§  13.  Awful  scenes  of  carnage  accorapuniL'd  Ihe  full  of  Ouiri'a 
Lou^e.  Troin  the  iiccession  of  Ahab  to  the  death  of  Jehuram 
his  seeoiul  eon  thirtj-five  jenrs  cl(ip?=ed.  Juliwani's  dc-ath  was 
due  to  the  hand  of  an  umnper.  His  name  was  Jehu,  and  he  is 
perhaps  the  worst  figure  in  all  lanielite  hifltorj-.  H«  \vs.s  a  man 
(uiifortiHuiltly  there  hjivi;  hecn  niuuy  like  bini)  who  touk  mlvaiitngo 
of  a  real  religious  sejitinieut  if)  funvHrd  h!a  own  niiibitiuu  nud  Co 
Fecure.  the  stahility  of  his  new  thmne  by  wholesale  luwrdtTS.  H« 
slew  Hud  slew  in  tliB  pretended  zeal  of  a  fiigued  ii'ligious  fervour. 
To  sin  for  i^iu's  sake  cpeuly  is  bad  euougb,  bat  to  sin  in  tho  name 
of  riiligion  is  twenty  times  worse.  Wc  nre  tfild  that  Jehu's  rebelliou 
waa  eiiggtsted  by  Klisba.  Atscoi-ding  trO  another  tradition,  Elijah 
had  bi?en  given  the  commission  to  anoint  him  king.  Wi*  can  but 
hope  that  both  Kl'ijab  and  Eli&ba  httd  a&  little  as  poabible  to  do  with 
Jelui  and  his  rebellion. 

The  revolt  began  during  a  cainpaiga  against  the  Syrians  or 
Aramaean?.  Together  with  Ahaztab  king  of  Jutlah,  Jehoram  of 
Igniel  fought  agaiiiiEt  Hazael  king  rtf  Damaiicus  at  Hamoth-gilend 
and  besieged  the  town.     There  Jehoram  was  wouiidtd.     '  Bo  be 
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retnined  to  be  healed  in  Jexjvel  of  Ihe  woiincis  wliicli  the  Byriuns 
hftd  given  him.  And  Ahnxiah  kin^  of  Judali  went  down  to  viitit 
him  at  Jezreel,  because  he  wna  sick.'  Jehu  remaiued  ns  coiutuauder 
c'f  the  Israelite  iVircea  bufori.'  Kntnoth-jfileaU. 

And  Elisha  the  prophet  called  out'  of  the  sons  of  tlie 
prophets,  and  srtid  unto  him,  Gird  up  thy  k)ins,  :intl  take 
this  viul  of  oil  in  thine  hand,  :ind  ffo  to  l{;tnioth-gileu(l.  And 
when  thou  cutiK'st  thither,  loak  out  tliciv  Jctiu  the  son  ut' 
Jt'hoRhaplutt  the  son  oi'  NiLUshi,  und  ifit  in,  tind  luiike  him 
arise  u[>  from  zinicnig  his  hrcthreri,  and  carry  him  to  :in  inner 
I'hiiinfwr.  Then  tniiv  the  vial  of  oil,  and  pour  it  on  his  head, 
and  sity.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  huve  anointed  thee  kintj  over 
Israel.  Then  open  tlie  door,  and  flee,  and  tarry  not.  So  the 
younjf  man  went  to  Uamoth-gileud.  And  ivhen  he  came, 
hehoUlj  tiie  captjuns  of  the  host  were  sittinji^  ;  and  he  Raid, 
I  have  an  erntiid  to  thee,  O  eaptain.  And  Jehu  said,  Unto 
uiiich  of  all  us  r  And  he  said,  To  thee,  O  captain.  And  he 
arose,  and  went  into  the  house;  and  he  poured  the  oil  on  liis 
head,  and  said  unto  him.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
1  have  anointed  thee  king  over  the  pei)ple  of  the  Lord,  even 
over  Israel.     And  he  opened  the  door  and  fied. 

Thecj  Jehu  came  forth  to  the  servants  of  his  lord ;  and 
they  s:iL(I  \irjto  liini,  Is  all  well?  wherefore  came  this  mad 
fellow  to  thee  ?  And  he  said  unto  them,  Ye  know  the  man 
iitid  his  diseonrse.  And  they  said.  It  is  false;  tell  tia  now. 
And  he  said,  Thus  and  thus  spake  he  to  me,  saying',  Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  I  have  anointed  tliee  king  over  Israel.  Then 
they  hasted,  and  took  every  iinui  his  garment,  and  put  it  under 
him  on  the  top  of  the  stairs,  and  lilew  the  trumpet,  saving, 
.Jehu  is  king.  Atid  Jeliu  said,  If  it  he  your  mind,  tfien  let 
none  ^o  fotth  nor  escape  out  of  the  city  to  go  to  tetl  it  in 
Je/.reel. 

So  Jehu  rode  in  a  chariot,  and  went  to  Je/:reel ;  for  Jehorani 
lay  there.  And  Ahaziah  king  of  .Judah  was  come  doini  t« 
see  Jehorain.  And  there  nUmd  a  watehman  on  the  tower  in 
.Je/.reel,  and  he  spied  the  eonipuny  of  Jehu  tis  he  came,  and 
sriid,  1  see  a  company.  And  Jehornm  said.  Take  an  horse- 
luan,  and  st-nd  to  meet  them,  and  let  him  say,  Is  it  peace? 
So  there  went  one  on  horsehack  to  meet  him,  and  said,  Thus 
saith  the  king.  Is  it  peace?  And  Jehu  said.  What  hast  thou 
to  do  with  peace  r  turn  thee  behind  me.     And  the  watchman 
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told,  snyiiiff.  The  TiiesseiiRer  came  to  theni^  but  he  conieth  not 
iigaiii.  Then  he  sent  out  a  Becontl  on  horseback,  uho  came 
to  them,  and  said.  Thus  siith  the  Iving,  Is  it  peace?  And 
Jeliu  juiawertii,  What  hiist  thou  to  do  with  peace?  turu  tlice 
l>ehMid  me.  And  the  wat(-hm:ui  told,  siiyintj.  He  came  even 
unto  tlicnij  and  cometh  not  fifpnn  :  and  the  tlrivhig  is  like  the 
driving  of  Jehu  the  son  of  Nimshi;  for  he  driveth  furi^msly. 

Then  Jchoratu  said,  Make  ready.  And  they  made  ready 
his  ehariot.  And  Jclioram  kJtiir  tjf  Israel  and  Ahaziah  king 
of  Judah  vveJit  out,  each  in  his  chariot,  and  tliey  went  out  to 
meet  Jehii,  and  iKey  met  him  in  the  portion  of  Naliotli  the 
Je/.reelite.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jelioram  saw  Jefm, 
that  he  said,  Is  it  peace,  Jehu?  And  lie  answered,  What 
(leace,  so  lon^  us  the  idulatrits  of  tliy  mother  Jezebel  and  her 
witchcrafts  are  so  many?  And  Jelioram  turned  his  liands, 
and  fled,  and  said  to  Ahaziah,  There  is  treachery,  O  Ahaziah. 
And  Jehn  drew  a  how  with  his  full  strength,  and  smflte 
Jehoram  between  hiH  arms,  jnid  the  arrow  went  out  at  his 
heart,  and  he  sunk  down  in  Wta  eliariot.  Then  said  Jehu  tn 
Bidkar  Iiig  captain,  Take  Inm  upland  cast  him  on  the  portion 
of  the  fiehl  of  Nalwth  tlie  Je/.reelite  :  for  remember  how  that, 
when  I  and  tliou  rode  together  after  Aliah  his  father,  the 
Lord  uttereti  this  sayiajt?  against  liiui ;  Surely  J  have  seen 
ycst-erday  tlie  blood  of  Nabotli,  and  the  blood  of  his  suns; 
and  I  will  requite  thee  on  this  g-round.  No^^■  therefore  take 
and  cast  him  on  the  ground,  according  to  the  word  of  the 
Lord. 

But  when  Aha/iali  the  king  of  Judah  saw  this,  he  fled  by 
the  way  of  the  garden  house.  And  Jehu  followed  after  iiim, 
and  said,  Sinite  him  also  :  and  they  Kniotc  him  at  the  jjoiug 
up  to  Gur,  which  is  by  Ibleam.  And  he  fled  to  Mc^^iddo, 
and  died  there.  And  his  eervantB  lifted  him  on  to  the 
chariot  and  brought  liiibi  to  Jerusalem,  and  buried  him  in  his 
sepuiclire  with  Iiis  fathers  in  the  city  of  Uiirid. 

And  when  Jehu  was  come  to  Jczreel,  Jezebel  heard  of  it; 
and  she  painted  her  eyes,  and  tired  her  head,  and  looked  out 
at  the  witidovv.  And  as  Jehu  entered  in  at  the  ijate,  she  said, 
Is  it  peace,  tlum  Zimri,  thy  maatcr'a  nnirdcret?  And  he 
lifted  up  his  face  to  the  window,  and  aaid,  Who  is  on  my 
side?  who?  And  there  looked  out  to  him  two  or  tliree 
gervaiitB.  And  lie  said.  Throw  lier  doivn.  80  they  threw 
her  down:  and  sonic  of  her  blood  Mas  Bprinklcd  on  the  wall. 
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and  on  the  Iioraea:  and  they  troik'  her  under  foot.  And 
when  he  was  nimc  in,  he  i\'u\  cat  and  drink ;  and  he  said, 
See  now  to  this  cursed  woman,  and  huiy  her :  for  she  is 
a  kiiijf's  (hiughter.  And  they  went  to  bun*  her:  but  they 
found  no  niurt'  uf  lier  thuti  the  skull,  and  the  feet,  and  the 
puhntt  of  her  hands.  Wherefore  they  eame  again,  and  told 
him. 

The  reference  to  fTnhoth'fi  ninrdicr  sliowa  thnf  the  writer  of  lliis 
narrative  knew  a  ti-aditioii  about  it  vaiytag'  la  some  slight  respects 
from  thc!  one  wliicli  was  followed  iu  that  version  of  the  story  which 
we  heard  hwture.  Fpr  hero  Ahub  slaye  Nulxjth'a  sons  »s  well 
as  llieir  father;  the  'vineyard'  hccomea  a  'field,'  and  Jehu  is  a 
witiieBS  to  thfl  prophetic  threat,  which  i^,  however,  not  Bpecificatly 
ascrihed  to  Elijah. 

Now  Ahab  had  aevejity  sons  in  Samaria.  And  Jehu  wrote 
letters,  and  sent  them  to  Samaria,  nnto  the  rulers  of  the  city 
and  unto  the  elck'rw,  and  unto  them  that  hnnij;ht  tip  Ahab's 
cJiildren,  sayini;,  Now  as  soon  as  this  letter  conieth  to  you, 
seeing  your  master's  sotis  are  with  you,  and  there  are  with 
you  chariots  and  horses,  and  fenced  cities,  and  anntmr;  look 
Ve  oiit  the  heat  and  nieetest  of  your  uiaster^s  sons,  and  set 
Idm  on  his  father's  throne,  and  fijE;ht  for  your  master's  house. 
But  they  were  exceediufrly  afraid,  and  said.  Behold,  the  two 
kin^s  stood  not  before  him  :  how  then  shidl  we  stiuid  ?  Antl 
he  that  waa  over  tlie  househohl,  and  he  that  wa«  oi'er  the 
city,  tlie  elders  also,  and  the  brint^erK  up  of  the  children,  sent 
to  Jehu,  sayiriit;,  We  are  thy  servants,  and  will  do  all  that 
thou  shult  bid  lis ;  we  wiii  not  make  any  man  kin^ :  do  thou 
that  which  is  ^oil  in  tliine  eyes. 

Then  he  wrote  a  see-ond  letter  to  them,  sayirij;,  If  ye  be  on 
my  side,  and  if  ye  will  hearken  unto  my  voice,  t^ike  ye  the 
heads  of  your  master's  sons,  and  come  to  me  to  Je/reel  by 
to-nsorrow  this  time.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  letter 
came  to  them,  thut  they  took  the  lung's  sons,  and  slew  thrni, 
even  seventy  persons,  and  put  tlu-ir  heads  in  baskets,  and  sent 
him  them  to  Je/.reel.  And  tliere  came  a  messoni^er,  anil  told 
him,  saying",  They  luive  brotisfht  the  heads  of  the  kinif's  sons. 
.And  be  said.  Lay  ye  them  in  two  heiipa  at  the  entering  in  of 
the  urate  until  the  morning.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the 
morning,  that  he  went  out,  and  stood,  and  said  to  all 
people.  Ye  are  guiltless :   beliold,  I  conspired   against   iiii 
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niastefj  nnd  slew  him  :  but  who  slew  all  these  ?  Tlitri  Jehu 
smote  nil  that  remained  of  the  liuuiie  uE  Aliub  in  Je/reet,  and 
all  his  great  men,  uiid  Ins  friends,  aiul  liis  priests,  until  he 
left  him  none  remaitiiiti;:. 

And  lie  arose  and  departed,  and  went  towards  Samaria. 
And  when  he  came  to  Beth-eked,  he  met  with  the  brethren 
of  Aha/.iuh  king  of  Judah,  and  said.  Who  are  ye?  And 
they  answered,  We  are  the  brethren  of  Ahaziah :  and  we 
go  down  to  salute  the  children  of  the  king  and  the  cliildren 
of  the  queen-mother.  And  he  said.  Take  them  alive.  And 
they  took  them  alive,  and  slew  them,  and  cast  them  into  tlie 
pit  of  Beth-eked,  even  two  aud  Forty  men ;  neitlier  left  he 
any  of  them. 

And  when  he  Mas  departtKl  thence,  he  lighted  on  Jeho- 
mulab  the  son  of  Rechab  coming  to  meet  him :  and  he 
saluted  him,  and  said  to  him.  Is  thine  heart  right  with  me, 
as  my  heart  is  witli  thy  heart?  And  Jehonadah  answered. 
It  is.  Then  Jehu  said,  If  it  be,  give  me  thine  hand.  And 
he  ^ruve  him  his  liiuid ;  arul  he  U>uk  him  up  to  hitn  into  the 
chariot.  And  he  said,  Come  with  me,  and  see  my  zeal  for 
the  Lord.  So  Jehonndab  lode  with  Jehu  in  his  chariot. 
And  when  Jehu  came  to  Samaria,  be  smote  all  that  remained 
unto  Ahab  in  Samaria,  till  he  had  destroyed  t!iem  all. 

Then  Jehu  gathered  all  the  people  together,  and  said  unto 
them,  Ahab  served  Baal  a  little;  hut  Jeliu  shall  serve  him 
mudi.  Now  therefore  call  unto  me  all  the  pro2>het9  of  Baa], 
and  all  his  priests;  let  none  be  wanting:  for  I  have  a  great 
sacrifice  to  do  to  Bjial ;  whosoever  shall  be  wanthig,  he  shall  not 
live.  But  Ji'hu  did  it  in  subtilty,  to  the  intent  that  he  might 
destroy  the  worshippers  of  Biud.  And  Jehu  said.  Sanctify 
a  solemn  assembly  for  Baal.  And  they  proclaimed  It.  And 
Jeiiu  sent  through  all  Israel ;  aiul  all  the  worshippers  of  Baal 
came,  so  that  there  was  not  a  man  left  that  came  not.  And 
they  came  into  the  house  of  Baal :  aud  the  house  of  Baal  was 
full  from  one  end  to  another.  And  he  said  unto  him  that 
was  over  tJic  vestry,  Bring  forth  vestments  for  all  the  wor- 
shippers of  Baal.  Aud  lie  brought  tliem  forth  vestments. 
And  Jehu  went,  arid  Jehonadah  the  son  of  Reehah,  into  the 
Iiouse  of  Baal;  and  he  said  unto  the  worshippers  of  B;uil, 
Sejtivh,  and  look  that  there  he  here  with  you  none  of  the 
servants  of  the  Lord,  but  tfic  worshippers  of  Baal  only.  And 
he  went  In  to  offer  sacrilices  and  burnt  offerings.    Now  Jehu 
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hod  appuiuted  him  fuuracon:  men  without,  luid  said,  lie  who 
Ipiteth  iiriy  "f  the  men  M'lioni  I  deliver  into  y<>nr  hands  cscapr, 
his  life  shidl  be  for  tlie  life  of  liim.  An<l  it  came  to  pass,  as 
SMion  as  he  had  made  an  end  of  offering  the  hnrnt  offering", 
that  Jeliii  tkiid  to  the  guard  and  to  the  eaptuiiis.  (Jo  in,  and 
ttlay  thfin  :  let  none  come  forlli.  And  they  auiote  iheni  with 
the  ('<i{^('  of  tlin  sM'nrci.  Arul  tliev  hn>ni;[it  f4)rth  the  sacretl 
pole  that  WHS  in  ttie  house  of  Baal,  and  Inirned  it.  And  they 
brake  down  the  altur  of  Baal,  and  brake  down  the  house  of 
Bual,  and  made  it  a  dniuglit  hou?ie  unto  this  day.  Thus 
Jehu  destroyed  Baal  out  of  Israel. 

The  writer  from  whom  the  oompiter  of  the  Ilooks  of  Kings 
borrows  this  narrative  i^Ils  tha  Btoiy  as  a  tnie  historiau.  He 
'  nothing  extenuates  and  sets  down  nought  ia  malice.'  He  ueiUier 
a|)|n  ovts  ]iar  coadcmua;  lie  merely  relates*  the  tiUe  in  (dl  its  griaineas. 
On  llie  citlier  Land,  it  ie  a  and  and  yioinfui  TsLct  [bat  the  compiler, 
wh(i  liveii  about  250  yeiir?  afli^r  the  lebellinn  of  J  elm,  is  80  full 
of  tlic  one  idtfa  that  the  clmractpr  nf  all  the  Iifraclite  kinga  must 
only  he  gauged  hy  their  smaller  or  greater  deviation  from  the 
reli'jioug  laws  of  the  Hetiospect  (nsin^  the  word  rtli;,'ii>u8  in  its 
narrower  eent^e),  that  ull  tliu  treachery  and  bloodshed  of  Jehu  is  as 
notlitiig  in  his  eyes.  He  simply  teia  iu  him  the  destroyer  of  the 
worship  of  Jia:i],  and  praises  Iiim  nccorcliiigiv.  He  does  nnt 
even  say :  Si>  far  a»  Jehu  destroyed  nil  id-ilatroua  wort-hip  and 
idoktrouH  eyniboU  be  did  well ;  eo  far  a^  be  wits  treai'hcrous 
and  luurdt-roua  he  did  i!].  80  nniorlnnale  in  ils  {>eiTersiau  of 
the  mural  jntlgemeiit  may  ha  the  duiuiufttiou  of  a  single  over- 
aiasterinjr  idt-n  in  the  mind  of  man  !  The  compiler  even  daris  to 
eay  in  the  aiost  outs()oken  and  ik-hlicrate  niauuer  that  the  tora- 
punttive  lenglh  of  .lehu's  dynasty  "as  a  divine  reward  lor  bis 
having  done  that  whit^h  was  ri;rlit  in  the  pyes  of  God  1  The  great 
(jiupLet  Hospa,  who  fijwke  in  thf  reign  of  Jeroboam  II,  the  gre«t- 
graudtcin  of  Jehu,  thought  veiy  differently.  To  biia  the  coining 
di'struction  of  the  whole  kingdom  of  Israel  la  not  too  great  a 
j>iniiE>hmeiit  for  tlie  murders  of  Jehti.  '  Yet  a  little  while,'  bi.>  snys, 
'and  CJod  will  vif^it  the  blood  of  Jezrriel  upon  the  house  of  Jehu, 
and  will  cause  the  kingdom  of  Israel  to  cease.'  Hoaea  Wiis  no  le^s 
keen  agtiinst  idolati-y  than  iba  compiler,  hut  his  religion  was  move 
moral  and  less  one-sided. 

§  14.  Of  (In;  M'hole  twenty-eight  yeai"S  of  Jebu'a  reign,  and  of  the 
Feventecn  yenre  of  the  reign  of  Jehoabaz  hiis  son.  we  learn  next  to 
nothing.     With  the  death  of  Jelioubass:  oui-  period  of  eighty  years 
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(877-797)  will  he  cumplett'ii,  auil  we  must  then  turu  our  nttention 
to  tW  kingdom  of  Jui3ali. 

Ill  those  days  the  Lord  hctfun  to  cut  Israel  shurl :  :uh1 
Hu.zaL'1  smote  tlieiih  111  all  tlic  cuusts  uf  Israel :  frtiiii  Jorilari 
eiistwarti,  all  the  land  of  (iil^rud,  llie  (Jiulites,  and  the 
Ueubeuitt's,  niid  the  Manitssttes,  from  Amer,  which  is  hy 
the  vjiiley  of  Anion,  even  Ciilead  iiiid  B;ishan.  Now  the  rest 
uf  the  acts  of  Jehu,  and  all  that  he  did.  and  all  his  irdiihl, 
arc  they  not  written  in  the  hook  of  the  ehi-unicles  of  the 
kiiiifs  of  Israel?  Atid  Jelm  sh-pt  M-it!i  his  fathers:  and  tliey 
hurie<i  hini  in  Samaria.  And  Jehoaha/  his  son  reigned  in 
his  stead.  And  the  time  that  Jehu  reigned  over  Israel  >vns 
twenty  and  eight  veal's. 

In  the  three  and  twentieth  year  of  Joaah  tlic  son  of 
Aha/.iah,  king  of  Judah,  Jchoahaz  tlie  son  of  Jelui  began  to 
reign  over  Isniel  in  Samaria,  and  reigne<]  Keveuteen  veins. 
And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  tfie  Lord,  and 
foilowcti  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nohat,  M-ho  made 
Ismel  to  sin;  he  departed  nut  therefrom.  And  tlie  anger  of 
the  Lui-d  was  kindled  against  Israel,  an<i  he  deliveiTil  them 
into  the  hand  of  lia/ael  king  of  Syria,  and  into  the  tuind  of 
Ben-hadad  tlie  son  of  Hazael.  And  he  left  not  to  Jehoahaz 
of  the  pet>[)l(?  save  iifty  horscnienj  and  tea  chariots,  and  ten 
thousand  fiK)tnn'n  ;  for  the  king  nf  Syria  destroyed  them, 
and  he  crushed  them  like  the  dust.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acta 
of  Jehoahaz,  and  all  that  lie  did,  and  his  might,  arc  tliL-y  not 
written  in  the  book  of  the  ehroiiieles  of  the  kings  of  Israel? 
And  Jehoahaz  slept  with  his  t'atlipra ;  and  they  buried  him  in 
Sainarin :  aud  Juasb  his  sua  reigned  In  his  stead, 

§  15.  Diiriag'  the  eighty  yeiirs  (H77~797  h.c.)  in  which  Ahflh, 
Ahitzinh,  Jeboraia,  Jehu,  and  Jclioiiliaz  rcigiLcd  in  laiael,  four  kings 
and  one  queen  occuyicd  the  tbrviic  ot  Judah.     Thus  we  twve  : 

Jfhusliaplittt 876-851 

.lehorum 851-843 

Ahaziali 843-842 

AthalL'ih 842-83(1 

Jtaiali 836-796. 

This  IB  what  the  cuiapiler  of  the  Books  of  Kings  lets  us  heAT  of 
ilie  first  of  these  Kve,  Jehosliaphat : 

And  Jehoshaphat  the  son  of  Asa  begini  to  reign  over  Ju<lah 
in  the  fourth  year  of  Ahah  king  of  Israel.     Jfhoshaphat  wua 
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thirty  and  five  ywirs  old  when  he  began  tn  reign;  anil  he 
rci>;nctl  twenty  iind  five  years  in  Jerusnletii.  And  his  mother^s 
uuniL'  Wits  A/.iibah  the  daughter  of  Shilhi.  And  he  walked 
in  all  the  way»  uf  Asa  liis  fattier;  he  turned  not  aBide  from 
itj  (hniig-  that  whicli  was  ri^ht  in  the  eyes  iif  the  Lord :  how- 
l)eit  the  high  places  were  not  Uiketi  away  ;  the  people  sacri- 
ficed and  hunit  incense  yet  in  the  high  plaeeti.  And  Jeho- 
Hhaphat  made  peaee  with  the  king  of  Israei.  Now  the  rest 
of  the  acts  of  Jchoshapluit,  and  his  might  that  he  shewed, 
and  how  lie  warreil,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the 
chronicles  of  the  kings  uf  Judah  r  And  there  was  then  no 
king  in  Edorn  :  a  deputy  of  king  Jehoshapliat  was  king. 
And  he  mrule  shipK  of  Tarshish  to  go  to  Ophir  for  gold;  but 
they  went  not;  for  the  ships  iiere  broken  at  Ezion-geber. 
Then  said  Aha/.inh  the  son  of  Ahab  unto  Jehoshaphat,  Let 
my  servajits  go  with  thy  servants  In  the  fthips.  But  Jeho- 
shaphat would  not.  And  Jelioshapliat  slept  witli  Km  fathers, 
an<l  was  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David  his 
father :  and  Jchoram  his  son  reig^ned  In  his  stead. 

The  Levitical  iiletiiist  of  whom  I  liave  .sp*.iJceii  Wfore  has  a  great 
deal  nioi-e  tlmn  this  to  say  about  JehoFhaphat,  hut  I  omit  it  here 
'bec:uti;e  what  he  says  is  ahiiot^t  iTttaiidy  vuhistoricul,  and  is  not 
particulorly  intereating.     1  will  just  mcutiou  this  : 

And  he  set  judges  in  the  land  throughout  all  the  fenced 
cities  of  Judah,  city  by  city;  and  he  said  to  the  judges. 
Consider  well  what  yc  do  :  for  ye  judge  nut  for  nuui,  but  for 
God,  who  is  with  you  in  the  judgement.  Now  thei-cfore  let 
the  fear  of  God  be  upon  you  :  take  heed  in  all  ye  do  :  for 
there  is  no  unrighteousness  with  Godj  nor  respect  of  persons, 
nor  taking  of  tribes. 

And  in  the  fifth  year  of  .Teboram  the  son  of  Ahab  king  of 
Israel,  Jehorani  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat  king  of  Judah  began 
to  i-eign.  Thirty  and  two  years  old  was  he  when  he  began 
to  reign;  and  he  reigned  eight  years  in  Jerusalem.  And  he 
walked  in  the  way  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  as  did  tlie  houRe  of 
Aliab  :  the  duugfiter  of  Ahab  was  bis  M'lfe  :  and  he  did  evil 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  In  his  days  Edorn  revolted  from 
under  the  hand  of  Judah,  and  made  a  king  over  themselves. 
So  Edorn  revolted  from  under  the  hand  of  Judah,  unto  this 
day.     Then  Libnah  revolted  at  the  same  time.    And  the  rest 
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of  the  nets  oF  Jelionitn,  and  :ill  thiit  he  did.  are  tht>y  nut  writtpti 
in  the  book  of  the  cbmnicles  of  tlie  kinjjs  of  Jiidah  ?  And 
Jehoram  slept  with  his  fatliers.  and  was  btiried  with  his  fathers 
in  the  city  uf  David  :  and  Aha/.iah  Wis  tH)ii  rL't^rled  in  his 
ateitU. 

Ill  the  twelfth  year  of  Jehoram  the  son  of  Ahnb  kiii^  of 
Israel  did  Aha/iah  the  son  of  Jehoram  kin^j  of  Jtuhih  l)e^n 
to  rei^i.  Two  and  twenty  years  ohl  was  Ahaziah  when  he 
be^n  to  n.'i[rti ;  and  he  reigned  one  year  in  Jenisaloni.  And 
his  mother's  name  wsis  Atiialiah  the  daughter  of  Omri  king 
of  Ismel.  ^Vi]d  he  walked  in  the  wnv  of  the  Imnse  of  Ahah, 
and  did  that  «hieh  was  evil  in  the  sig^ht  of  the  Lord,  as  did 
the  house  of  Ahab;  for  he  vvas  the  son  in  hiw  of  the  house 
of  Ahab.  And  he  went  with  Jehoram  tlie  son  of  Ahah  to  war 
ai^ainst  Uii/iiel  king  of  Syria  at  Hanioth-gilead :  and  the 
Syrians  wounded  Jehonini,  And  king  Jelioram  went  back 
to  he  Iiealed  in  Je/reel  of  the  wounds  which  the  Syrians  hud 
given  him  at  Kamah,  when  he  fou|tht  against  Hiizael  king  of 
Syria.  Aiid  Ahaziah  the  son  of  Jehoram  king  of  Jud.ih  went 
down  to  see  Jcltorani  the  son  i)f  Ahab  in  Jezreel,  iKcause  he 
was  sick. 

Of  the  death  of  Alinziah,  nt  the  instigatlou  aud  conimaud  of  Jeliu, 
we  have  already  heaid. 

5  1 6,  Wliea  thti  corpRe  of  Ahnxiah  whs  brought  to  Jerumleni, 
Alhidiid),  tJiu  queyu-mother,  Ouiri'a  duughter,  did  a  fearful  audi 
horrible  deed. 

Now  when  AtljaUah  the  mother  of  Aha/iah  saw  that  her 
soti  was  dead,  she  arose  and  destroyed  all  the  seed  nival. 
But  Jehoshebn,  the  (buigiiter  of  king  .lelniram,  sister  of  Aha- 
ziah, and  wife  of  Jehoiada  the  priest,  took  Jehoash  the  son  fif 
Ahaziah,  and  stole  him  away  from  among  the  king's  sons 
that  were  sluin,  even  him  and  liis  rnirse,  and  cf>ncealed  them 
in  the  bedchamber;  and  she  hid  Idnt  from  Athaliidi,  so  that 
be  was  not  slain.  And  he  was  with  her  hid  in  the  h4)usc  of 
the  Ijord  six  years:  and  Athaliah  reigned  over  tlie  land. 

And  in  the  seventti  year  Jehoiathi  the  priest  sent  and 
fetched  the  ciintaitis  over  the  hutidrcds  of  the  Carijuis  and  of 
the  guard,  iind  brought  them  to  him  into  the  house  of  the 
Lord;  and  he  made  a  covenant  with  them,  and  took  an  oatli 
of  them  in   the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  shewed  them  the 
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king's  son.  And  he  comm<iitded  tlictii,  snying,  This  is  the 
thing  that  ye  shnll  tlu :  the  tliirtl  part  uf  yuu,  that  gu  back 
from  the  temple  on  the  Rabhuth,  to  lie  keepers  of  the  watch 
of  the  kiiif^^'s  house;,  arul  the  two  part*  of  you,  even  all  that 
go  From  tlie  pjilace  on  the  sabbath,  to  keep  the  watch  of  the 
house  of  tlie  Lord — all  of  yon  together  shall  conipaas  the  king 
round  alntut,  every  man  with  his  weapons  in  his  hand  ;  and 
he  that  comctli  ^vithin  the  ranks,  let  him  he  slain:  so  shall* 
ye  be  with  the  kin^  \vhen  he  gcK'th  out  from  the  temple,  and 
when  he  conieth  in  to  the  palace. 

And  tlie  captains  over  the  hundreds  did  according  to  all 
that  Jeboiada  the  priest  commanded  ;  and  they  took  every 
man  his  [nen,  Iwjth  those  that  were  wont  to  go  bai^k  from 
the  teniple  on  the  sabbath,  witlj  tliuse  ttiat  were  wont  tx)  go 
from  the  palace  on  the  sjibbath,  and  tlipy  came  to  Jehoiada 
the  piicsl.  And  the  priest  giive  to  the  captiiins  over  the 
huniireds  the  spi-ars  and  shields  of  king  Oavid,  that  were  in 
flu'  temple  of  thi?  Lonl.  And  the  guard  8to<>d,  every  man 
with  his  weapons  in  his  hand,  from  tlte  south  side  of  the 
temple  to  the  north  side  of  the  temple.  Then  Jehoiada 
brought  out  the  king's  son,  and  put  the  crown  on  him  and 
the  liracelet ;  and  tliey  ma<]e  him  king,  and  anointed  Inni ; 
and  they  clapped  their  hainlR,  and  said,  God  save  the  king. 

The  next  part  of  the  story  seema  to  follow  a  sliglitly  different 
trailiiinn. 

Now  M'ben  Athidiab  heard  the  noise  of  the  people,  she 
came  into  the  house  of  the  Lord :  and  she  looked,  and, 
behold,  the  king  stood  by  the  pillar,  as  the  manner  was,  and 
the  captains  and  the  trumpeters  by  the  king;  and  all  the 
people  chf  tin?  land  rcjoie-ed,  and  blew  with  trumpets.  Then 
Athaliah  rent  her  clotlies,  and  cried.  Treason,  treason.  And 
Jehoiada  the  priest  commanded  the  captains  of  tlie  host,  and 
said  unto  tlieni.  Have  her  forth  ;  and  him  that  followetb  her 
slay  with  the  sword :  for  the  priest  said,  Let  her  not  be  alaia 
in  tiie  house  of  the  L<n-d.  Ho  they  laid  Iniuds  upon  her; 
and  sJie  was  brought  out  by  the  way  which  the  horses  come 
into  the  king's  Imhisc  :  and  tliere  was  she  slain. 

And  Jehoiada  made  a  covenant  between  tiie  Lui-d  and  the 
king  and  the  people,  that  they  should  be  the  Lord's  people; 
between  the  king  also  and  the  people.  And  all  the  people  of 
the  land  Ment  to  the  house  of  Baal,  and  brake  it  down ;  his 
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altars  and  his  iuia^^s  brake  tlioy  in  pieces  t1iori>iit!fily.  ntid 
slew  Mattan  the  priest  of  B;i;il  Ix'fore  the  nUnrK,  AiiJ  tlie 
priest  appointed  officers  over  the  house  of  the  L<iril.  Arui  lie 
set  forwiii-d  the  euptaiiis  over  hundreds,  mid  the  Ciiriiins.  mid 
the  guard  ;  iiud  they  brciuijht  down  tlie  Uiiitj  froin  the  tmiise 
of  the  Lord,  and  catne  by  the  wny  of  the  giite  of  the  ^uard 
unto  the  kinj^s  house.  And  he  snt  on  the  tlirone  of  tlie 
kin^.  So  all  the  people  of  the  hiiid  rejoiced,  and  the  city 
wiLS  quiet:  fur  they  had  stain  Athaliith  with  the  suurd  bL'sidc 
the  king's  house. 

So  six  years  after  Jehti  hhH  c3c8troyed  the  worship  of  Baid  out  of 
Israel^  Jehoiada  uud  his  idlies  deBtroyeJ.  it  out  of  Jutltth,  but  with 
far  Icsa  bloodshed  aud  cruelly. 

JchuLLHh  wus  seven  years  old  when  he  bcjn'n  to  reigii.  In 
the  seventh  year  of  Ji-hu  be^iiii  Jehoash  to  rt'iyti ;  and  he 
rrigiii'd  forty  years  in  Jerusaleni :  and  his  tnotlu-rs  name 
WHS  Zibiah  of  Beer-sheba.  And  Jehoash  tiid  that  which  was 
light  in  the  eyes  of  the  LonI  all  his  dnys  bccfuise  Jchoiada 
the  priest  instructed  him.  Save  only  that  the  high  ]daccs 
were  not  taken  away:  the  people  still  Bacrificrd  and  burnt 
incense  in  the  iiigli  pliices. 

And  Jehoash  Baid  to  the  prieBts,  All  the  money  that  is 
brought  into  the  house  of  the  Lonl,  let  the  priests  laUc  it  to 
them :  and  they  shall  repair  the  breaches  of  the  house, 
wliereaoever  any  brerich  shall  be  found.  Rut  it  wus  8f^,  that 
in  t!ie  three  and  twentieth  year  of  king  Jehoash  the  priests 
liad  not  repaired  the  breaches  of  the  house.  Then  king 
Jehoash  called  for  Jehuiada  the  priest,  and  for  thu'  other 
priests,  and  said  unto  them,  VVJiy  rupair  yt^  not  the  bi-eaehra 
of  the  house?  now  therefore  ye  shall  receive  no  more  money, 
hut  deliver  it  for  tlie  breaches  of  the  house.  And  the  priests 
consented  to  receive  no  more  money  of  the  people,  neither  to 
repair  the  breaches  of  the  house. 

But  Jelioiuda  the  priest  took  a  chest,  and  bored  a  hole  in  the 
lid  of  it:  and  the  [iriests  that  kept  the  floor  put  therein  all  the 
money  that  ivas  brought  into  the  house  of  the  Ijord.  And  it 
was  so,  when  they  perceived  that  there  was  much  money  in  the 
chest,  that  the  king's  scribe  came  up,  and  they  put  up  in  bags 
and  counted  the  money  that  was  found  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord.  And  they  guvu  the  money  that  was  weighed  out  inlu 
the  liunds  of  them  that  did  the  work,  that  hud  the  oversight  o£ 
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the  house  of  the  LonI :  and  they  paid  it  out  to  the  carpenters 
and  i\ie  builders,  thiit  wroiig^lit  upon  the  houBC  of  thi'  LonI, 
null  l-cj  maantis  and  hewers  of  stone,  and  Uj  buy  timber  and 
hewn  stone  to  rrpair  the  brcHclieR  of  the  house  of  the  I^ord, 
and  for  all  that  was  hiid  out  for  tlie  lioiise  to  repair  it. 
Howl)eit  there  were  not  made  for  the  house  of  the  I^ord 
bowls  of  silver,  siiufTers,  basons,  trumpets,  any  vessels  o£ 
gold,  (*r  vessels,  of  silver,  of  the  money  Uiat  was  l)n)ui^ht 
into  the  house  of  the  L/ird :  for  they  gave  it  nil  to  them  that 
did  the  work,  and  repaired  therewith  the  bouse  of  the  Lord. 
Moreover  they  reckoned  not  with  the  men,  into  whose  hand 
they  delivered  Die  money  to  bestow  on  the  workmen:  for 
they  dealt  faithfully. 

At  that  time  Hazael  king  of  Syria  went  up,  and  fought 
ag-ainst  Gnth^  and  took  it:  and  Hazael  set  his  faee  to  go  up 
to  Jerusalem.  And  .Tehoash  king  of  Judah  took  all  the 
hallowed  things  that  Jeliosliaphat,  aiid  Jehorairi,  arul  Aba- 
ziah,  his  fathers,  kings  of  Judah,  had  dedicated,  and  his  own 
hallowed  things,  and  all  the  gold  that  was  found  in  the 
treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Ijord,  aiul  of  the  king's  house, 
and  sent  it  tit  H:tzael  king  of  Syria :  and  he  went  away  fmm 
Jerusalem.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jchoash,  and  all  that 
hp  did,  are  they  not  written  in  tlie  hook  of  the  ehroDicIea  of 
the  kings  of  -ludah  ?  And  his  servants  arose,  and  made 
a  conspiraey.,  and  smote  Jehoash  at  the  house  of  Millo.  For 
Jozacar  the  son  of  Shimeath,  and  Jehozabad  tlic  sou  of 
Shonier,  his  servants,  smote  him,  and  he  died;  and  they 
buried  him  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David :  and 
Ama/iuh  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 
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CHAPTER  XIV 


§  I.  Wb  may  now  tnlte  a  third  space  of  time  extoutluig  over 
seventy -five  years  fur  tlic  klumium  of  Isrud,  niid  some  eiglity-two 
years  for  llie  kingdom  of  Judah.  Deducling  75  frtim  ^g),  we 
come  to  the  yenr  722,  and  in  tlml.  yoar  Samnim,  the  cnjpitnl  of  the 
nortli,  was  raptured  liy  tlie  AsByrinna,  and  the  separate  life  of  the 
IsriielitG  huigdom  ahnlished  for  ever.  Here  ia  tiie  Iji^t  wf  kin^s  with 
their  nppruximute  dotes,  but  the  dinmohigy  of  the  BooltB  of  Kings 
for  this  period  iy  very  confiiaed  aiid  contrndiotory.  It  is  thiough 
the  Aficyrian  inscriptiniia  that  certain  dateP,  such  as  the  fall  of 
Samaria,  have  hecrjinc  defiiute]y  iixed. 

Jelioas'h 797~7S' 

Jerohoani  II 781-740 

Zeehariah 740 

Shtdlum    ..,.,.  740 

Menaheui .  740-737 

Pekahtah 7,i7"735 

Peknh 735-733 

Hoshca 733-722. 

In  the  thirty  and  ninth  year  uf  Jchojish  king  of  Jiuhih  began 
Jehofish  the  son  of  Jehuah:i/.  to  reign  over  Israel  in  Samaria, 
and  reigned  sixteen  vearB.  And  he  did  that  whieli  waa  evil 
in  the  sight  oF  the  Lord;  he  departed  not  from  all  the  sins 
of  Jerohoani  the  son  of  Nehat,  who  made  Isniel  to  sir] :  hut 
he  walked  therein.  Now  Hazael  king  of  Daniaseus  died; 
and  Ben-hadad  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead.  And  Jehoash 
tuok  again  out  of  the  hand  of  Ben-hadad  the  cities  which 
Hazael  had  taken  f;*oni  the  hand  of  Jehoahaz  Ida  father  by 
war.  Tliree  times  did  Jehoaah  smite  him,  and  recovered  the 
cities  of  Israel. 

Theee  three  victories  of  Jehoash  over  the  SyrinnB  were  connected 
in  Israelite  tradition  with  the  now  ag;ed  prnphet  Elisha.  This  ia 
the  Insfc'story  ahout  him  which  the  compiler  of  the  Books  of  Kings 
haa  taken  up  into  hia  history. 


353 


THE    BIBLE    FOR    HOME    READING 


Now  Elislia  was  fuUen  sick  of  his  sickness  wheivof  he  Hied  : 
and  Jehoash  the  kln^  of  Israel  catne  down  iinU>  him^  and  wept 
over  (lis  Fiice,  and  said,  My  fiither,  my  father,  the  chariot  of 
Isnit'l  iiud  the  hurt^L-meti  thereof!  Atut  Klislut  siiid  unto  him. 
Take  Ihjw  and  arrows  :  anil  Jie  took  unto  liiui  how  and  arnnrs. 
Atjd  he  said  to  the  king  of  Israel,  I'ut  thine  hand  ii|H>n  the 
how:  and  he  put  his  hand  npon  it.  And  ElishH  laid  his 
hands  upon  the  kiiitj's  hands.  And  he  said.  Open  the  win- 
dow eauitward  :  and  he  upt-ned  it.  Then  Elisha  said,  Shoot : 
arul  hv  sliot.  And  he  saiil.  An  arrow  of  victory  frmn  the 
Txtrd  ;  ye:i,  an  arrow  of  victory  over  Syria:  for  thou  shalt 
smite  the  Syrians  in  Aphek.  till  thou  have  consumed  them. 
And  he  said.  Take  the  arrous:  and  he  took  them.  And  he 
said  unto  the  kiug  of  Israel,  Smite  upon  the  ground  :  und  he 
smote  thrice,  and  stayed.  And  the  man  of  God  was  wroth 
with  liirii,  and  said,  Tlioii  shouldest  have  smitten  five  or  six 
times;  then  hadst  thou  smitten  Syria  till  thou  hiwlst  con- 
siuiied  it :  wliercas  now  thou  shalt  smite  Syria  hut  thrice. 

And  Klishu  died,  and  they  huried  hini.  Now  at  that  time 
hands  of  Moubites  used  to  invade  the  land.  And  it  cunte  to 
pass,  as  they  were  burying  a  man,  that,  behold,  they  spied 
a  band  ;  and  they  cast  the  man  into  the  sepulchre  of  Klisha  ; 
and  as  soon  us  the  man  touched  tlie  bones  of  Elisha,  he 
revived,  and  stood  up  on  his  feet. 

Thus  ev*it  after  his  death  Elislia  worked  a  miracle,  In  that 
age,  as  iu  so  many  ages  afler,  there  was  nothing,  if  I  may  say  so, 
strHiige  about  uiirac'lee.  That  auj'  Rreat  seer  or  teacher  should 
work  mirfLcles  seeaied  the  most  natural  lliing  in  the  world.  Many 
things  of  which  we  now  shouM  spek  the  cause  by  suientific  inquiry 
or  careful  invettigatiotij  weicj  then  at  once  pnt  down  wilboufc 
ht'isitatiou  to  direct  Huptruatural  agency.  This  ti'iidtmcy  couliiiued. 
down  to  modern  times,  aud  as  a  wise  fiieud  of  mine,  who  has  givea 
me  great  help  in  the  prepnmtirin  of  this  hook,  reiimrked  to  me,  we 
may  eaflily  iii^d  delightful  and  graphic  illustraliona  of  it  in  the 
tfilea  of  the  great  Sir  Walter. 

Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  .lehoash  which  he  did,  and  his 

might,  and  how  he  fought  v\  ith  Amaziah  king  of  .Judah,  are 
they  not  written  in  the  hook  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kin^  of 
Israel?  And  Jelinash  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried 
in  Samaria  %vit]i  the  kings  of  Israel;  and  Jeroboam  his  son 
reig^ned  in  his  stead. 
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In  the  fiFtppntli  yeiir  of  AmHziah  the  son  of  Jehoash  Vtng  of 
Judith  Jeroboani  the  son  of  Jchoash  limp  of  Ismel  bt'jjiin  to 
reign  io  Saniun»,  and  reigned  forty  and  one  years.  And  he 
did  that  w  hk-h  wns  evil  in  tlie  sight  of  tlie  Lord  :  he  drpjirted 
not  from  ait  the  sina  of  Jeroboam  tfie  son  of  Nehat,  who 
made  Isniel  to  fiin.  He  restored  the  honler  of  Israel  fmm 
the  entering  in  of  Hainath  unto  the  sea  of  the  Arahah.  Now 
tlie  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jeroboam,  and  all  that  he  did.  and  his 
might,  how  he  warred,  are  thev  not  written  in  the  liuok  of 
the  chroniclpB  of  the  kings  of  Israel  r  And  ,It'rfiEM)am  glept 
with  his  fathers, even  with  the  kings  of  Israel;  and  Zechariah 
his  eon  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Thas  the  c^^mpiier  of  the  Books  of  Kings  has  very  little  to  tell 
us  of  the  long  and  prospeTous  roigti  k>{  tlie  secuiid  Jerobnsitn.  Yet 
Jeroboam  did  gieut  thing?,  and  for  a  time  rLsttiretl  the  kiiigdoai  of 
Israel  tn  a  poBiti*m  cl"  dignity  and  speiuing  importance.  Large 
tracts  of  land'*  on  tin;  east  of  Jordmi,  from  the  Dead  Sea  ('  tlif  sea 
of  the  Aviiliah')  at  the  far  south  rijjht  awny  up  iuto  Ar.nuacan 
terrifory  on  the  north,  were  won  or  won  bncls  by  Ji^rolumtn  Io  Uio 
kingdom  of  Isra*].  A  transient  gleam  of  fclnry  and  of  outward 
prosperity  shone  bri(i!itly.  The  trutli  was  that  the  Ai  aniaenns  Iiad 
been  weakeued  by  the  Aasyriana,  that  grvat  t'm[iir«*  of  the  east  to 
whicli  even  Jehu  of  Israel,  hs  wc  now  know  from  the  Assyrian 
inBfriptions,  had  alreudy  paid  tribute  in  the  year  842.  But  during 
the  roigns  of  Jebonbh  and  Jerobuaai  11,  feeble  or  peaceful  umiiiirchs 
occupied  the  tlirnne  of  AsFsyria,  so  that  Israel  was  enabled  to  push 
its  conquests  and  to  a«auuie  the  aira  of  a  proud  and  indL'[>i*ndpnt 
monarchy.  Within  three  yeura  of  Jeroboura'a  death,  Israel  hotl 
once  more  to  become  the  tributary  of  Asuyria. 

§  2.  For  us,  however,  the  importance  of  Jeroboam's  reijjn  does 
not  lie  in  his  snccesirful  cant|»*ignH.  It  lies  in  tui  ev«at  uhicli 
at  the  time  douhtli^sa  was  little  thought  of  and  soon  fiugottea. 
"What  event  was  that  ?  It  was  that  tlie  prophet  Amos — (irHt  of  the 
prophets  whose  writings  Imvebecn  (lliougli,«lHs,  but  friigmeutarily) 
preserved  to  ua — spoke  and  wrute  in  the  reign  of  JeroliodTn. 

A  new  chapter  of  the  history  of  the  Jewish  religion  then  he;^ftn ; 
a  new  8tag«  iu  all  tht^y  had  to  learn  and  teach  about  Goodueaa  and 
God. 

Wltat  was  the  purport  of  Amofl'  raf  usage  ?  Wiat  did  he 
come  from  Jorlali — fur  be  was  no  mna  of  the  nortli  himxLdf — 
to  iiay  I  Wi»  home  was  at  Tekua,  a  village  near  Bethlehem,  and  he 
woa  a  simple  herdtuac. 

A  n 
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The  land  of  Israel  was  proppoioiis.  We«lth  almunded.  The 
hearts  of  many  wpre  filled  with  gladiiesa  and  pride.  God  seeitird 
favciuraWe  and  friendly.  But  tliough  mimy  were  rich  and  com- 
fortable, many  more  were  poor  aud  needy.  lujust ice  and  oppression 
were  cuinmun.  Tln?re  Wiis  niueli  puiiule  of  outward  religion — - 
cOBtly  stwiiifices  nnd  oiFerings — Ijut  little  knowledfre  c(  Gotl.  So 
Amos,  the  r<>.ii!.Riit  of  Judali.  felt  the  luw-ard  call  from  God  tu  speiik 
a  strange  word  iu  the  cat's  of  the  Israelite  nobles.  Here  are  some 
EpeciiiimB  of  what  he  says,  aud  he  speaks  in  the  Dame  of  Uod. 

Hear  this  word  that  tJod  hath  spoken  a^iimst  you,  O 
children  of  Israt'l,  agMiiist  tht  whole  family  whifli  I  Immghl 
up  out  of  t}]e  land  of  Kgypt.  You  only  have  1  chosen  of  all 
the  familieB  of  the  earth:  therefore  I  will  visit  upon  you  all 
your  iniquities. 

Proclaim  it  at  the  citstlcs  of  Asbdod,  find  at  tlie  castles  in 
the  land  of  Egypt,  aud  say.  Assemble  yourselves  upon  the 
niountainB  an)UTi(l  Samaria,  and  behold  the  great  tnmults 
within  it,  and  the  oppressions  in  its  midst.  For  they  know 
not  to  do  right,  but  gather  up  the  profit  of  their  violence  and 
robbery  in  their  castles.  They  sell  the  riithteoua  for  silver 
and  the  needy  for  a  pair  of  shoes,  and  pervert  the  cause  of  the 
attiictefl. 

Cjo  then  to  Beth-el,  and  transg-ress ! 

Go  then  to  Ciil^ai,  and  multiply  transg^reaslon ! 

Briaig  your  sacrifices  every  moriiiiig^^  and  your  tithes  every 
three  days  ! 

Bum  leavened  bread  as  thank  offeringSj  and  proclaim  free- 
will offerings  and  make  tliem  known  : 

For  this  is  your  pleasure,  O  eholdreti  of  Israel. 

Therefore  1  will  crush  you  as  the  threshing  cart  crusheth 
the  threshing  floor  that  is  fntl  of  sheaves.  And  refuge  shidl 
fail  the  swift,  and  the  strong  man  sliall  not  maintain  his 
power,  and  the  warrior  shall  not  save  his  life,  nor  the  bow- 
man make  a  stand,  nor  shall  the  rider  be  delivered. 

On  the  day  when  I  visit  the  transgress  ions  of  Israel  upon 
him,  I  will  visit  them  upon  the  altitrs  of  Bethel,  and  the  horus 
thereof  shall  be  cut  off  and  fall  to  the  ground.  And  I  will 
smite  the  winter  house  iuid  the  summer  house  together,  and 
the  houses  of  i\'ory  shall  be  demolished,  and  the  great  houses 
shall  iiave  an  end,  saith  the  Lord. 

Hear  tins  word  which  I  take  up  as  a  lamentation  over  you, 
O  house  of  Israel. 
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Fallen  down,  no  more  to  rise, 

Is  the  virgin  uf  Israel : 

She  is  cust  down  upon  the  ground; 

There  is  none  to  raise  lier  up. 

The  city  that  musters  a  thousiind  shall  have  a  hundred  left : 

The  city  which  musters  a  hundred  shall  be  left  with  tea. 

Thus  saith  God  unto  the  house  of  Israel^ 

Seek  ye  ine,  and  ye  shall  live : 

But  seek  not  the  altars  of  Beth-el, 

Visit  not  the  altars  of  Gilgiil. 

Seek  God,  and  ye  shall  live; 

Seek  liini  who  mude  the  Pleiades  and  Orion, 

Who  turnetJi  deep  night  into  niomuig,  luid  darkeneth  the 
day  iMo  nig^ht, 

Who  summoned  the  waters  of  the  sea,  and  poured  them 
forth  upon  the  fitcc  of  the  earth  ; 

The  Lord  is  his  nuine  ! 

But  as  for  you,  ye  turn  judgement  to  Wi)rmwood,  and  cast 
down  righteousness  tt>  the  ground.  Ye  hate  him  who  re- 
proveth  in  the  gate,  ye  ahhor  him  that  speaketh  uprightly. 
Forasmuch  therefore  as  ye  tniniple  upota  the  poor,  and  take 
exactions  from  liiui  of  wheat ;  though  ye  build  houses  of  hewn 
stone,  ye  shall  not  dwell  in  them  ;  and  though  yc  plant  pleasant 
vineyards,  ye  shrill  not  drtnk  their  miie.  For  I  know  how 
manifold  are  your  transgressions  aud  how  mighty  are  your 
sins :  ye  that  alQlct  the  just,  that  take  a  bribe,  and  that  turn 
aside  the  poor  in  the  gate  from  their  right.  Therefore  the 
prudent  shall  keep  silenee  in  that  time;  for  it  is  an  evil  time, 
beek  good,  ami  not  evil,  that  ye  may  live:  and  so  the  Lord 
G<»d  of  hosts  slmll  he  with  you,  as  ye  have  spoken.  Hate  the 
evil,  and  love  the  good,  and  cstahlisti  judgement  in  the  gate: 
it  may  be  that  the  Lard,  the  God  of  hosts,  will  be  gracious 
unto  the  remnant  of  Joseph. 

OiiQc  more  he  takes  up  his  bitter  cry  of  threat  and  denunciation. 

Woe  to  them  that  are  at  ease  in  Zion,  and  to  them  that  are 
secure  iti  Suninria.  They  lie  upon  h&in  of  ivory,  and  streteh 
tliemselves  upon  their  couches,  and  eat  the  lambs  out  of  the 
flock,  and  the  calves  out  of  the  midst  of  the  st;ill  j  they  sing 
idle  songs  to  the  sound  of  the  viol ;  they  invent  for  them- 
selves instruments  of  music,  like  David;  they  drink  wine  in 
bowls,  and  anoint  themselves  with  the  chiei'  olutments;  but 
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they  are  not  grieved  for  the  affliction  of  Joseph.  Therefore 
now  aliuU  they  go  captive  with  the  first  that  gu  captive,  and 
tlie  feasting  cry  of  them  that  stretched  thcmHclves  ghall  pass 
away. 

The  Lord  God  hath  sworn  hy  himself,  saith  the  Lord, 
the  God  oif  liusts:  1  ahhur  the  pride  of  Jacob,  and  hate 
hia  jjalacea :  therefore  will  I  deliver  up  the  city  with  all  that 
is  therein.  For,  belioUI,  I  will  raise  uji  aj,''ain8t  ynti  a  nation, 
O  house  of  Israel ;  and  they  shall  afflict  yon  from  border  to 
border,  and  1  will  cause  you  to  go  into  captivity  t>eyond 
Damascus,  siuth  the  Lord,  the  God  of  hosts  is  Ins  name  1 

For  I  hate,  1  despise  your  feasts,  and  I  take  no  pleasure 
in  your  festal  asspm lilies.  Yea,  thouj^b  ye  offer  ine  burnt 
offerings  and  meal  offerings,  I  will  not  accept  them  :  neither 
will  I  regard  the  thank  offerings  of  your  fat  beasts.  Did  ye 
bring  me  sacriticcs  and  offerings  in  the  wilderness  forty  years, 
O  house  of  Israel  ?  Take  thou  away  from  me  the  noise  of 
thy  songs;  for  I  will  not  hear  the  melody  of  tliy  viols.  But 
let  judgement  roll  down  as  waters,  and  righteousness  as  a 
mighty  stream. 

It  wufl  not  wonderful  that  tlie  ftutliorities  (and  eept'ciully  the 
ufficiul  relJgioua  uuthuiities)  tixik  exi-eption  to  this  startliug  uud 
gutepokeu  language.     This  19  what  happened. 

Then  Ama/iah  the  priest  of  Beth-cl  sent  to  Jeroboam  king 
of  laraeU  saying,  Amos  hath  conspired  against  thee  in  the 
midst  of  the  house  of  Israel:  the  laud  is  not  able  Xa  bear  all 
his  words.  For  thus  Amos  saith,  Israel  shall  surely  l)e  led 
away  captive  out  of  their  own  land.  Also  Amaziah  said 
unto  Amos,  O  thou  seer,  go,  flee  thcc  tiway  into  the  laud  of 
Judah,  a]id  there  eat  bread,  and  prophesy  there :  but  prophesy 
not  agiiiii  any  more  ;it  Betli-el ;  for  it  is  the  kiiig's  sanctuary, 
and  it  is  a  niyal  temple.  Then  answered  Amos,  and  said  to 
Amaziab,  I  am  no  prophet,  neither  am  I  a  prophet's  son; 
but  I  am  an  herdnian,  and  a  cultivator  of  mulberry  trees. 
But  God  took  me  from  following  the  flock,  and  said  unto 
me.  Go,  proplu^sy  unto  my  people  Israel.  Now  therefore 
hear  thou  thr  word  of  the  Lord  :  Thou  sayest,  Prophesy  not 
agidnst  Israel,  and  drop  not  thy  word  against  the  bouse  of 
Isaac;  therefore  thus  saitb  the  Lord:  Thou  thyself  shalt  die 
in  a  foreign  huid,  and  Israel  ahall  surely  be  carried  away 
captive  out  of  his  own  laud. 
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We  find,  -then,  Amon,  like  fain  snccesaors,  ringing  the  changes  011 
tlirec  or  four  fundamental  sttilemetilis  : 

{i)  Outward  religion  (to  him  cousiating  mainly  of  jiacrificns  and 
offerings)  is  valueless,  if  it  be  not  a  sign  of  iuward  religiou ;  aud, 
even  t!ien>  it  ia  of  sccouJary  Viilue. 

(2)  What  God  lores  and  asks  for  is  social  morality:  rectitude, 
justice,  compassion. 

For  the  just  God,  juatice  ;  for  the  compaBBionate  Ood,  comiiaasioii : 
both  Biiiiimed  up  in  this :  for  the  righteous  ftod,  RlgUtrousmrsB. 

(3)  Becftuse  Israel,  as  a  nation,  has  scaiidalnuRly  neglected  this 
duty,  therefore,  as  a  nation,  it  i-hall  be  puniffhed. 

(4)  Al!  the  more  because  Israel  is  GckI's  people,  shall  it  th'.refore 
be  punished,  nnd  rightly  piitiisbed,  fw  its  sius. 

(What  will  liappen  to  Isruel  after  its  punifhmpiit  AmoHtloes  not 
clearly  inform  US  :  perhaps  we  ought  rnthfr  to  say  his  cditora  Imve 
not  cleiirly  allowed  us  tn  ht^ar.  Probably  he  anticip.'ited  r*^pfint- 
auce,  forgiveness,  aud  restomtiuu,  But  hia  raaiu  husiuesa  was 
with  the  present,  and  with  ttie  near,  uot  with  the  di-^tant  fuUvre.) 

Note  the  last  of  these  four  great  f^tatomeiits.  What  is  the  u?e. 
men  eaid,  of  being  the  Lord's  people,  if  '  the  Lord  '  will  not  protect 
Ilia  own,  if  he  will  not  dflivcr  us  from  all  calamity,  and  maintain 
ua  in  fill  pro3i>erity  1  But  the  God  of  Amos  was  not  a  patron  deity 
of  this  kind.  If  he  had  a  a|)ecial  relation  to  one  people,  that  rela^ 
tiou  could  nnly  Iw  a  moral  one,  The  fault  of  my  acquaintauce  ifc 
may  not  be  my  bufiiness  to  notice,  tlie  fault  ef  my  cOiild  1  may  not 
paws  over.  This  nioi'al  rehition  of  Israel  to  God  and  of  God  to^ 
Xwaei  was  a  necessary  stage  in  ruligiouB  development  liefore  men 
(wuld  come  to  I'ealize  tiiat  even  as  the  one  God  is  to  Israel,  ao  muit 
he  be  and  so  be  i&  to  all  the  peoples  of  the  world. 

§  3.  We  now  come  bfick  to  the  history  of  the  nortliern  kingdom. 

In  the  thirty  aud  ft^lith  year  of  Azariiili  Uiwff  of  Judnli  did 
Zechariali  tlie  kou  of  Jeroboam  rciijn  over  Israel  in  8anmria 
six  months.  And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord,  us  bis  fathers  had  done;  he  departed  not  from  the 
sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  siiit 
And  Hhalluiu  the  son  of  Jjibesli  conspired  agiutjst  liiui,  and 
smote  him,  and  retj^ned  in  bis  st*ad.  Now  the  rest  of  the 
acts  of  Zechariah,  l)ehold,  they  are  written  in  thii  book  of 
the  ehronieIeK  of  the  Uin^s  of  Israel. 

Shallum  the  son  of  Jubesh  began  to  rciifn  in  the  nine  and 
thirtieth  year  of  U^ziah  kini^  of  Judah;  and  he  reigned 
a  full  month  in  Samaria.     Fur  Meuuhcai  the  son  of  Gadi 
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went  up  from  Tirznh,  and  came  to  Samaria,  and  smote 
Stiatlum  tE]e  son  of  Jabesh  in  Suniuriaj  audi  slew  him,  and 
rpapned  in  his  stead.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Shallmn, 
and  his  conspiracy  which  he  tnade,  behohl,  they  are  MTittcii 
in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  khigs  of  Israel.  Then 
Menaheni  smote  Tappnah,  and  all  that  were  therein,  because 
they  opened  not  llieir  gates  to  hitn. 

In  the  nine  and  thirtieth  year  of  Azariah  king  of  Judah 
began  Menabem  the  son  of  Gadi  to  reign  over  Israel,  and 
reigned  ten  years  in  Samaria.  And  he  did  that  which  ^vas 
evil  in  the  Bifj;ht  of  the  Lord ;  he  departed  not  from  the  sins 
of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Ncbat,  who  made  Israel  to  aiii.  la 
his  days  there  came  against  the  land  Pnl  the  king  of  Aaayria  ; 
and  Menahem  gave  Pul  a  tliousand  talents  of  silver,  that  his 
hand  might  be  with  him  to  confirm  the  kingdom  in  his  hand. 
And  Menahem  exacted  the  money  of  Israel,  even  of  all  the 
mighty  men  of  wealth,  of  each  man  fifty  sEjekels  of  silver,  to 
give  to  the  king  of  Assyria,  So  the  king  of  Assyria  turned 
back,  and  stayed  not  there  in  tho  land.  Now  the  rest  of  the 
acta  of  Menahem,  and  all  that  he  did,  are  they  not  written  in 
the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ?  And 
Menahem  slept  with  his  fathers ;  and  Pekahiah  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

.leroboam  II  died  in  740B.0.,  and  Menahem  probably  reij,mcftl 
thii-teen  years,  and  not  teu,  ae  it  is  paid  by  the  compiler.  The 
year  in  which  'Pul'  klug  of  Assyria  'came  against'  larael  was 
738  B.C.  The  kiiighere  called  '  I'ul '  was  really  Tigliith-pili-acr  III, 
oue  of  the  miglitieet  of  the  Aseyiion  moiiarcks.  lit;  ruled  from 
745  tf^  727  B-"^- 

§  4.  In  the  reign  of  Menahem  another  great  prophet  spoke  and 
wrote  in  the  kingdom  of  Israel.  And  this  time  the  prophet  was 
not  a  Boutheriier,  but  au  Itmelilc  himself.  His  iiaiae  was  Hosea. 
He  is  tie  only  Israelite  prophet  whose  nnnie  has  been  preserved  to 
ua.  Unfortunately  not  only  is  his  language  very  difficult,  but  the 
text  is  often  corrupt;  that  is,  we  frequeiitly  have  no  longer  the 
exatit  Hebrew  words  before  ua  which  Hosea  wrote.  They  have 
got  changed  and  spoilt  by  the  copyists. 

Hosea,  like  Amos,  predicted  punishment  and  captivity  for 
national  sin. 

Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  children  of  Israel :  for  the 
Lord  hath  a  controversy  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  laud. 
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because  llierc  is  no  truth,  nor  love,  :]or  knuHrled^e  of  Uocl  in 
the  land.  There  is  nothing  but  aweiirinj^,  and  breiiking  faith, 
itrid  nuinlenng,  and  steHling:  they  break  into  the  houses,  and 
blood  touches  blood. 

The  very  priests  and  teachem  are  no  better  than  the  people  they 
should  teacli. 

My  people  are  destroyed  for  lack  of  knowledjBre;  because 
yc  priests  have  rejected  knowledge,  I  nill  reject  you,  that  ye 
shall  no  more  be  priests  unto  nie.  And  it  shiiU  he,  like 
people  like  priest:  I  will  punish  them  for  their  ways,  and 
reward  them  for  their  doings. 

Still  their  idle  aiid  worthless  sacrificee  CDntinue,  for  all  the 
penple  forget  the  great  truth  ; 

1  tukc  pleasure  in  lovingkindnesa  and  not  In  sacriRce,  in 
the  knowledge  of  Go<3  rather  than  in  burnt  offerings. 

There  is  bnt  one  way  of  sjilvation  possible  : 

Sow  to  yourselves  in  righteousness,  reap  according  to 
lovingkindneiss ;  break  up  your  fallow  ground,  seek  to  know 
God,  till  the  fruit  of  rightcoueneBS  come  to  you. 

Uoaea  adds  other  complaints  to  IhoBs  of  Anias.  Not  only  are 
sacrifices  no  tquivaknt  or  Biihetitute  for  rijrhteoasues!?,  hut  thiQ 
whole  system  of  public  woifliip  is  to  him  Iniuted  with  idolatry. 

With  HoRea  begins  thft  fieice  attack  against  the  worship  of  the 
golden  bulla,  with  which  we  are  familiar  iu  the  compiler  of  liic 
Buoka  of  King's.  The  one  true  God  mu^t  uot  be  represented  by 
images.  It  is  a  vile  diabase mc-nt.  Moreover,  the  publiu  worship 
was  comhiued  witJi  debauchery  and  eengual  excefises  which  were 
a  niotikery  of  rcid  relipiou.  Should  tlie  pure  God  be  served  by 
impurity  1  This  worsliip,  thuugk  uoniijitiUy  rendered  to  Ciod, 
seemed  to  Hoaea  not  merely  unworthy  of  him,  hut  wholly  dis- 
connecled  with  him.  It  was  on  a  par  with,  it  was  the  doul)le  cf, 
the  worship  offered  by  the  Canaanitee  to  their  false  godn  and  idols 
Hence  Uowa  does  nut  hesitate  to  call  it  I'ank  idolatry  :  it  is  the 
worship  of  Baal,  or  of  the  Baalim,  that  is,  of  the  iiiauy  local  Baali 
or  LordBj  for  Baal  is  not  a  propi;r  narae,  but  racatia  simply  Lord 
or  Maater. 

Of  their  silver  and  gold  they  have  made  tliem  idols,  that 
they  may  be  cut  off.  I  loathe  thy  calf,  O  Samaria ;  mine 
iiiiger  is  kindled  against  it.     For  &  workman  made  it,  and  it 
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is  not  God ;  yea,  thr  calf  of  Sunmria  shull  be  broken  ia 
pieces. 

Isrnel  was  a  luxuriant  vine,  whose  fruits  flourished;  ac- 
cordinjE;  to  the  multitude  of  his  fruit  hath  he  multiplied  his 
altars;  accordiiiii;  to  the  goodness  of  his  hnid,  )ie  made 
goodly  pilhirs.  Their  heart  is  divided ;  therefore  they  shall 
Buffer:  CJod  uill  Hinite  their  idtnra  and  shntter  their  pillars. 
The  inhabitantB  of  Samaria  shall  he  in  terror  for  the  calf  of 
Beth-aven  :  its  people  mourn  for  it,  its  priests  tremhle.  For 
it  shall  be  broiif,'ht  to  Assyria  as  u  present  to  tlie  great  kinsf. 
Kphraitn  shall  rceeivu  shame  and  Israel  confusion  from  its 
idol !  Samaria  Is  deHtrnyed  :  her  kini;  Rhall  be  like  a  cdiip  of 
wood  upon  tlie  waters.  And  the  high  places  of  Israel  shall 
be  destroyed,  and  the  thorn  and  the  thistle  sliall  come  up 
upon  their  altars,  and  they  shall  say  to  the  mountams,  Cover 
us;  and  to  the  hills.  Full  on  ua. 

llie  other  great  coinphiint  which  Hosea  nialies  apuiiist  lamel  ia 
itu  ingratitude-  Goii  had  been  nil  gi»o(tui.'s^,  but  Israel  hud  i'i-|>uld 
him  with  apostasy. 

Wlien  Israel  was  young,  I  loved  him,  and  I  called  his  sons 
out  of  Egypt.  But  when  I  called  them,  they  turned  aside 
froir\  uie  :  they  Racrificed  unto  idols,  and  burned  incense  to 
graven  images.  Yet  I  taught  Israel  to  go :  I  took  them 
upon  my  arms  ;  but  they  perceived  not  that  I  healed  them. 
1  drew  them  with  cords  of  a  inun,  with  bands  of  love.  TJiey 
knew  not  that  it  was  1  who  gave  them  corn,  and  wine,  and 
oil,  and  multiplied  tlieir  silver  and  their  gold — they  used 
them  for  t}ie  worship  of  Bnal !  Yet  I,  the  Lord,  am  thy  God 
from  t!ie  land  of  Kgypt;  thou  knowest  no  god  but  me,  and 
beside  me  there  is  no  saviour.  It  was  I  who  fed  thee  in  the 
wilileniess,  in  the  land  of  great  drougltt.  But  according  to 
their  p;isturp,  so  \vere  they  filled,  and  when  they  were  filled, 
their  heart  was  polled  up,  and  therefore  they  forgot  me.  So 
Samaria  must  suffer,  for  that  she  has  rebelled  against  God, 
and  tier  inhabitants  shall  fall  by  the  sword. 

Yet  Hosn'tt  ia  ijot  conteut  to  predict  punishment.  He  dreams  of 
ft  future  which  suBerJiig  slmtl  help  to  produce,  a  future  of  penitence 
and  ref-toratiou  and  furgiveness. 

O  Isniel,  return  unto  the  Lord  thy  God:  for  through  thy 
iniquity  thou  didst  fall.    Take  w  ith  you  words  of  repentance, 
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ftnd  return  unto  the  Lord ;  iiitd  »ny  unto  him :  Forgive  us 
our  iniquity;  receive  the  fruit  of  our  lipa.  Assyriii  shall 
not  aavc  us ;  \vv.  will  not  ri<ie  upon  horses :  nt'ithcr  will  we 
say  to  the  work  of  our  hunds,  Ye  are  our  gods;  for  in  thee 
the  fatherless  find  mercy.  I  M'iU  heal  their  backsliding, 
I  will  love  them  freely  :  for  mine  an^cr  is  turcicd  uwiiy  from 
them.  Mine  heart  is  turned  within  nte ;  ray  eumpat^siun  is 
kindled.  For  I  am  God,  ;u]d  not  nian ;  the  Holy  One  in  the 
midst  of  thee.  I  will  he  as  the  dew  unto  Israel ;  he  shall 
blossom  HS  The  lily,  and  caet  forth  his  roots  like  Lebanon. 
His  branches  shall  spread,  and  liis  beauty  shidl  be  as  the 
olire  tree,  and  hi&  smell  as  Lebanon.  They  that  dwell  under 
his  shadow  shall  grow  as  the  corn  and  blossom  as  the  vine; 
Israel  shall  be  famous  as  the  wine  of  I-iebanon.  U  Ephraim, 
what  have  I  to  do  with  klols?  Frotn  me  alone  cometh  thy 
fruit.  1  will  betroth  thee  unto  me  for  ever:  yea,  1  will 
betroth  thee  unto  nie  iti  riijlitwnisness,  and  in  judgement,  and 
in  kiviuf^kindness,  and  in  meriy.  I  will  even  betroth  thee 
unto  me  in  faithfulness :  and  thou  ahalt  know  the  Lord. 

And  the  editor  of  TTo-ipa's  writings  adds  : 

•J 

Who  is  wise  that  he  may  understand  these  tlnngs  ?  who 
hath  insight  that  he  may  know  them  ?  For  straight  are  the 
ways  of  God :  the  righteous  shall  walk  upon  them  in  safety, 
but  transgressors  sliall  fall  thereon. 

The  Wfinls  rif  the  editor  teem  to  mean  that  it  is  r  Inw  of  God 
thut  iu  thuj  loiii;,'  mu  righteousueBs  achieves  its  eiidi>i,  but  wickedness 
failB.  In  the  loujf  run  there  is  something  po^'itive,  coiistrmtive, 
permanent,  and  secure  fthout  goodness,  hnt  soim-thiug  iiogutive, 
uacf^rtaiu,  slippery,  iiud  evanescent  ahoMt  kiii. 

Thcie  are  two  sfiaiiis  which  we  meet  with  in  tlie  pro|iIiel»,  to 
which  I  have  cidled  your  atteutiun  liL-ruri;.  On  llie  one  liuiid  we 
bitve  Uie  urj^ciit  sunmioais,  '  Hypiiii,  icturn;'  on  the  (jtlier,  the 
promigt*, '  I  will  heivl  tlieir  bjicksliding,  I  will  pardon  their  ini<n]ity.' 
On  the  r>ne  hand,  man  im  blamed  Vwcaiipe  lie  Hocb  not  '  know  God; ' 
on  the  other  hand,  the  kiiiiwleiJ^je  of  Go<l  U  a  fniul  and  suprt;iiie 
gift  friinj  God  himself.  Thia  double  stniJu  nnsweiB  to  a  double 
feeling  in  lininan  iiutnre  itself.  It  is  for  as  to  seek  goodness,  nud 
to  repeat  of  our  1raii8^e*isiuris  :  it  is  fiom  Ood  that  there  comes 
the  power  and  the  help.  If  there  wery  no  God,  tlare  would  be  uo 
goodness.  To  that  priutiplo  we  iiuist  huld  fast,  liuwever  lit  tic  wo 
m»j  uuderutaud  how  muoh  la  of  Uud  and  how  muoh  ie  of  our- 
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tC'lvL'9  In  liuitiau  ri^li'teimmicsti  aiul  rc|H:!iitunci'.  In  one  tilio  Bense 
all  ifl  OwVe,  untl  tliei  efore,  '  not  unio  us,  O  God,  not  unto  us,  but 
raito  thee  be  the  gloi-y,'  now  and  evermore. 

5  ^.  It  is  time  to  i-etum  to  tbe  sad  history  of  the  northern 
kiugidom,  now  hastening  forward  to  its  mournful  and  inevitable 
doom. 

la  the  fiftieth  year  of  A/.Jiriiih  kin^  of  Judah  Pekahiah  the 
soil  of  MeniLhem  bcg:in  to  reign  over  Israel  in  Samuciii,  and 
reigned  two  years.  And  he  did  tlmt  wliicli  was  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  :  he  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam 
the  son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin.  And  Pekah  the 
son  of  Remaliiih,  his  captain,  conspired  against  him,  and 
smote  hiiu  in  Sanmria,  in  the  king's  palace,  and  H-ith  him 
were  fifty  men  of  the  Gileadites;  and  he  killed  him,  and 
reigned  in  his  room.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Pekahiah, 
and  all  that  he  did,  behold,  they  are  written  in  tlie  book  of 
the  chronicles  of  the  king^s  of  Israel. 

In  the  two  and  fiftictli  year  of  Azariah  king  of  Judah 
Pekah  the  son  of  Remaliah  began  to  reign  over  Iflniel  in 
Samaria,  and  reigned  twenty  years.  And  he  did  that  which 
was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord :  he  departed  not  from  the 
sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin. 
In  the  days  of  Pekah  king  of  Israel  came  Tiglath-pileser 
king'  of  Assyria,  and  took  Ijon,  and  Abel-beth-maacah,  and 
Janoah  and  Kedesh,  and  Hazor,  and  Gilead,  and  Galilee,  all 
the  land  of  Naphtali ;  and  he  carried  them  captive  to  Assyria. 
And  Hoshea  the  son  of  Elah  made  a  eonapiraey  against  Pekah 
the  son  of  Uemaliabj  and  smote  him,  and  slew  him,  and 
reigned  in  his  stead.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Pekah, 
and  all  tlint  he  did,  behold,  they  arc  written  ia  the  book  of 
the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel. 

In  the  twelfth  year  of  Ahaz  king  of  .Tudah  began  Hoshea 
the  son  of  Elah  to  reign  in  Samaria  over  Israel,  and  reigned 
nine  years.  And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord,  hut  not  as  the  kings  of  Israel  that  were  before  him. 
Against  him  came  up  Shalmaneser  king  of  Assyria;  and 
Hoshea  became  his  servant,  and  brought  him  tribute.  But 
the  king  of  Assyria  found  Hoshea  faithless;  for  he  had  sent 
messengers  to  So  king  of  Egypt,  and  offered  no  tribute  to 
the  king  of  Assyria,  as  he  had  done  year  by  year;  therefore 
the  king  of  Assyria  shut  him  up,  and  bound 
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Then  the  king  of  Assyria  came  iij)  throughout  all  the  land, 
and  went  up  to  Samaria,  and  bfsiegeti  it  tliree  years.  In  the 
ninth  year  of  Hoshea,  the  king  of  Assyria  took  Samaria,  and 
carried  Israel  an-ay  uuto  Assyria,  and  placed  them  in  Halnli, 
and  in  Habor,  on  the  river  of  Gozaix,  and  in  the  cities  of  the 
Medes. 

And  the  king-  of  Afisyria  brought  men  from  Babylon,  and 
from  Cuthah,  and  from  Avva,  and  from  TIamath  and  Se- 
pharvnim,  and  placed  them  in  the  cities  of  Samaria  instead 
of  the  children  of  Israel :  and  they  possessed  Samaria,  and 
dwelt  in  the  cities  thereof.  And  the  men  4]f  each  nation  set 
up  tlteir  own  idols  itt  the  temples  of  the  Wi^h  places  which 
the  Israehtes  bad  made.  And  they  worshipped  the  Ijord,  and 
served  also  their  owii  gods,  after  the  majiner  of  the  nations 
from  whom  they  had  been  carried  away. 

The  rpign  of  Peknh  did  not  last  twenty  ycfirs,  n.n  h  here  stated. 
It  probably  lasted  only  two  or  three  years  {735^733)-  Thn  reason 
why  Tigltttli-pileser  attaclted  Pekah  and  carried  nitiny  laraulitcB 
captive  to  Assyria  wc  slmll  hear  more  digtiiictly  in  the  story  of 
Almz  king  of  Judali.  After  Hotihea,  the  last  king  of  Israel,  had 
been  sent  a  prisoner  to  Asfiyria,  tlif  cft]iifid  still  stooii  a  three  years' 
aicge,  till  at  liiat  fiimine  compellej  a  capitnlnticin.  In  one  of  his 
inacriptiona  Sargou  (who  ascended  the  throne  of  Assyria  in  the  j-ear 
of  Samaria'a  fall,  72?)  tells  ue  that  ho  deported  27,280  Israelites 
to  Assyria.  This  was  enough  tu  nrrest  and  stifle  the  entire  aatioual 
hfe,  Tlie  ninst  t-<lncafed  atnl  cultivateil  sectionB  of  the  people  were 
exiled  from  their  land,  and  new  colonistfi  were  gradually  introduced 
from  other  piU  ts  of  tho  Aafiyriiin  empire.  The  kin^i-dom  of  Israel 
becnrae  a  province  of  Assyria,  and  with  the  extinction  of  its  national 
indi' pen  deuce,  its  religious  history  and  development  aho  came  to 
an  untimely  end.  Husca,  as  we  know,  sjxike  in  despairing  tones 
of  the  rehgiuuEi  aad  mural  corruption  around  hiui.  Men  of  Hoaen'a 
Btamp  c!oald  hare  maintained  their  rehgion  in  its  purity  even  amid 
alien  or  unfamiliar  sunonndinge.  The  ordinary  Israelite  of  that 
time  couM  not,  The  new-1^onler6  bri.u^;ht  their  idols  with  them, 
and  the  la-aeliles  learat  fresh  idulatriee  from  them,  even  while  they 
taught  them  something  of  tb«  worship  of  '  the  Lord.'  A  low  level 
of  religion  eusaed.  The  Israelite  exile'e  in  Assyria  could  not  maiu' 
tain  their  relfgion  outside  their  laud.  They  became  absorbed  in 
the  populations  among  whnni  they  dwelt,  and  wc  hear  of  them  no 
more.  All  hope  for  tiio  future  must  aow  centre  in  Judah.  To 
tlie  history  of  Juduh,  then,  we  nini^t  now  turn,  taking  up  llie  story 
ftt  the  death  of  Jehoash  in  the  year  796.     But  before  we  do  so,  let 
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us  hear  lliu  moniliziuji,  pailly  Siistorical  and  pfti-tly  imajpiintivo,  of 
the  compiler  of  Ihe  Roiiiks  of  Kings  over  the  1«U  of  lerael. 

And  it  was  bo,  bccau»(?  the  children  of  Itinirl  hnd  sinned 
apiinst  the  Ijord  their  God^  wh«  hroiight  them  up  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt  from  under  the  hand  of  Phuraoh  king  of  Eg)'pt, 
and  Imd  feared,  other  gods,  and  walked  in  the  statutes  of  the 
natiotis,  whom  the  l/tjrd  cast  out  from  before  the  children  uf 
Ismel.  And  the  einldren  of  Inrael  did  tilings  that  M'ere  not 
right  against  the  I^rd  Iheir  God,  and  they  btiilt  them  high 
places  in  all  their  cities,  from  the  tower  of  the  watchmen  to 
the  fenced  city.  And  tliey  set  them  up  pillars  and  poles 
upon  every  high  hill,  and  under  every  green  tree :  and  there 
they  burnt  incense  in  all  the  high  places,  ub  did  the  uatioTiR 
whom  the  Lord  carried  away  before  them:  and  they  serred 
idols,  whereof  the  Lord  had  said  unto  thcni,  Yc  shall  not  do 
this  thing. 

Yet  the  Lord  testified  agiiitiat  Israel,  and  against  Juduh, 
by  the  hand  of  sdl  his  prophets,  Baying,  Turn  ye  from  yonr 
evil  ways,  and  keep  my  commandments  and  my  statutes, 
according  to  nil  the  teaching  which  I  commanded  your 
fathers,  and  which  I  sent  to  you  by  my  senants  the  pmplieta. 
Notwitlistanding  they  M'ould  not  hear,  but  hardened  their 
neck,  like  to  the  neck  of  their  fathers,  who  did  not  believe  in 
the  Lord  their  God.  And  they  rejected  his  statutes,  and  his 
covenant  that  he  made  with  their  futbei-a,  and  bis  testimonies 
with  which  he  warned  them;  and  they  followed  vanity,  and 
became  vain  like  the  iiatioiis  that  wTre  round  about  them, 
concerning  whom  the  Lcjrd  had  charged  them  that  they 
should  not  do  like  theni.  And  they  abandoned  all  the  coui- 
niandments  of  the  Lord  their  God,  and  made  them  molteu 
images,  even  two  calves,  and  made  tlieni  poles,  and  wor- 
shipped all  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served  Baal.  And  they 
caused  their  sons  and  their  daughters  to  pass  through  the 
fire,  and  used  divination  and  enchantments,  and  sold  them- 
selves to  do  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  to 
pi-ovoke  him  to  anger. 

Therefore  the  Lord  was  very  angry  with  Israel,  and  re- 
moved them  out  of  his  sight :  there  was  none  left  but  the 
tribe  of  Judah  only.  For  when  God  rent  Israel  from  the 
house  of  David,  and  they  made  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Xcbut 
king^,  Jeruboiini  druve  Israel  from  foUowing  the  Lordj  and 
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made  them  sin  a  great  sin.  And  the  children  of  Israel 
walked  in  all  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  which  he  did;  they 
departed  not  from  them  ;  until  the  Lord  removed  Israel  out 
of  his  sight,  as  he  had  said  by  all  his  servants  the  prophets. 
So  Israel  was  carried  away  out  of  their  own  land  to  Assyria, 
unto  this  day. 

And  thus  what  Amos  tbe  prophet  had  foretold  came  fully  and 
fatally  to  pass.  '  Fallen  downj  no  more  to  rise,  is  the  virgin  of 
IsraeL  She  is  cast  down  upon  the  ground  :  there  is  none  to  raise 
her  up.' 
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CHAPTER   XV 

§  1.  Let  us,  tlien,  now  return  to  tlte  history  of  the  liingdom  of 
Jiidi)h,  and  conlinne  it  without  interruption  in  its  close. 

We  will  first  tiike  a  |)eriud  ol'  eij?ht.y-one  yesrs,  pxtemh'ncr  from 
the  death  of  .Tthoaah  to  the  death  of  Alinz,  aevtru  years  (according 
to  a  prubable  reckoning)  after  the  fall  of  Samaria. 

Four  kiiiya  fill  up  the  tighty-oue  jeare,  or  lui  avefrtge  of  twenty 
years  to  a  reign.     Thus : 

Amaziah 796-786 

Azariaii 78'>-7.n 

Jothani 73V-735 

Ahaz 735-7 '5- 

Tlie  chronology  of  this  period  is  very  confused  and  nncei-taln. 
Some  authorities  think,  for  instance,  that  Ahaz  died  in  727. 


In  the  second  year  of  Jehoash  son  of  Joahtiz  king  of  Israel 

reigned  Ainaxiah  the  son  of  Jehoash  king  of  Judah.  He  was 
tweiity  and  five  years  old  wlien  he  hegaii  to  reign ;  and  he 
reig'ned  twenty  and  nine  years  in  Jerusalem :  and  his  mother's 
name  was  Jehoaddin  of  Jerusalem.  And  he  did  thcit  which  was 
right  in  the  eyea  of  the  Lord,  yet  not  like  David  his  father : 
he  did  according  to  nli  that  Jehoash  jiis  father  had  done. 
Howheit  the  high  places  were  not  taken  away  :  the  people 
still  sacrifieed  and  burnt  incense  in  the  high  places.  And  it 
eunic  to  pass,  as  soon  us  the  kln^^dom  was  confirmed  in  hi& 
hand,  that  he  slew  his  servants  who  had  slain  the  king  lus 
father:  but  the  children  of  the  mnrderers  he  slew  not; 
according  to  that  which  is  written  in  the  book  of  the  law 
of  Moses,  wherein  the  Lord  commanded,  saying,  Tlie  fathers 
shall  not  be  put  to  death  for  the  children,  nor  the  children 
be  put  to  death  Cor  the  fathers ;  but  every  man  shall  be  put 
to  tteatJi  for  his  own  sin.  lie  slew  of  Edoni  in  the  Valley  of 
SaJt  ten  thousuiul,  and  took  Sela  by  war,  and  called  the  name 
of  it  Joktheel,  unto  this  day. 
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Then  Amnziah  sent  messengers  to  Jchoash,  the  son  of 
Jelioahuz  sou  of  Jehu,  king  of  iHrael,  siiyiiig.  Come,  let  ua 
look  one  Jinother  in  the  face.  And  Ji^hoHslk  the  khig  of 
Israel  sent  to  Amaziah  king'  of  Judah,  sayinfj,.  The  thistle 
that  was  in  Lehuiioii  sent  to  the  cedar  that  was  in  Lebanon, 
saying.  Give  thy  daughter  to  my  son  to  wife :  and  there 
passed  by  a  wild  beast  that  was  in  Lebanon,  and  Irode  down 
the  thistle.  Thou  hast  indeed  smitten  Kdom,  ajid  thine 
heart  hath  lifted  thee  up:  glory  of  this,  and  tarry  at  houie : 
for  why  shouldest  thou  meddle  to  thy  hurt,  that  thou  shouldest 
full,  even  thou,  and  .Ju(hdi  with  thee?  But  Amaziah  would 
not  hear.  Therefore  Jehoash  king  of  Israel  went  up;  and  he 
and  Ania/iah  king  of  Judah  looked  one  another  in  the  face 
at  Beth-shemesh,  whteh  belougeth  to  Judah.  And  Judah 
was  put  to  the  worse  before  Israel ;  and  they  fled  every  man 
to  their  tents.  And  Jehoash  king  of  Israel  took  Auuiiciah 
king  of  Judahj  the  son  of  Jelioash  the  son  of  Almziah,  at 
Beth-shenieah,  and  brought  him  to  Jerusalem,  nnd  brake 
down  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  from  the  gate  of  Ephraim  unto 
the  corner  gate,  four  hundred  cubits.  And  he  took  all  the 
gold  and  silver,  and  all  the  vessels  that  were  found  in  the 
house  of  the  Lnrd,  and  in  the  treasures  of  the  king's  house, 
and  hostages,  and  returned  to  Samaria, 

And  Auiaziah  the  sou  of  Jehoash  king  of  Judah  lived  after 
the  death  of  Jehoash  son  of  Jehoahaz  king  of  Israel  fifteen 
years.  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Amaziali,  are  they  not 
written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah? 
Now  they  made  a  conspiracy  against  him  in  Jerusalem;  and 
he  fled  to  Lachish  :  hut  they  sent  after  him  to  Lacliish,  and 
slew  him  there.  And  they  put  him  upon  a  chariot;  and  he 
was  buried  at  Jerusalem  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David. 
And  all  the  people  of  Judah  took  Azariali,  wIjo  was  sbttcen 
years  old,  and  made  him  king  in  the  room  of  his  father 
Amaziah.  He  it  was  w^ho  built  Elath,  and  restored  it  to 
Judah,  after  that  the  king  slept  with  his  fathers. 

In  the  twenty  and  sevcnlli  year  of  Jeroboam  king  of  Israel 
began  Azariab  son  of  Amaziah  king  of  Judah  to  reign. 
Si.\teeu.  yea.r8  old  was  he  when  be  began  to  reign ;  and  he 
reigned  two  anil  fifty  yeiirs  in  Jerusalem  :  and  his  mother's 
name  was  Jecoliah  of  Jerusalem.  And  he  did  that  which 
w^as  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  his 
father  Amaziah  had  duuc.     Save  that  the  high  phiccs  were 
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not  removed ;  the  people  stiil  sKcnticed  and  burnt  incense 
im  tlif  lii;i;li  [jlacfs.  Ami  Iil'  bL-ctiine  ;i  k'por  unlo  tlic 
fltiy  of  liLH  cLcatli,  and  dwrlt  In  a  lu/ur  liuuse.  And  Jutliuin 
the  kinfj's  son  was  over  tlii'  li(>iit<ehr>l(t.  jn(]^in|r  tlie  people  of 
the  liiiid.  And  the  rest  of  the  acta  of  Azanah,  and  all  that 
he  did,  arc  they  not  writk-Ji  in  the  hook  of  the  chronicles  of 
the  kiuijpn  of  Judah  r  So  A/uriah  sU-{>t  with  iiit^  fathers  ;  und 
they  huried  hitii  witli  hiH  fathfra  in  th<'  trity  «f  Uavid :  and 
Jothant  his  son  reii^ned  in  tiis  stead. 

]n  the  second  year  of  Pekah  the  sint  of  Remnliah  kin^  of 
Israel  be^i^au  Jothain  the  Bon  of  A/ariah  king  of  Judah  to 
rciifii.  I'^ivc  und  tweiitv  vcars  old  was  he  when  he  hciiaii  to 
reign  ;  and  he  reigned  sLxteeti  years  hi  .lerusairm  :  and  his 
niiitlier'si  TiuiTie  was  Jernsha  tfie  <iaui,'hter  of  Zadok.  And  he 
did  that  vhlch  wns  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord:  he  did 
according  to  all  that  Ins  father  Axariah  had  Hone,  llnwbeit 
the  higli  [>hices  were  not  removed:  llie  people  still  sacrificed 
and  bnriicd  iru'ciiRe  in  the  high  places.  He  built  the  upper 
pite  of  the  lifjusf  of  the  I>«rd.  Now  tlie  rest  of  tlie  aetu  of 
Jotham,  and  all  that  he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book 
of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Jutlah?  In  those  days 
Kezin  tlic  kitig  of  Syria,  and  Pekah  lla*  Hon  4]f  Ueniatiali, 
prepared  to  come  up  against  Judah.  Ami  Jothain  slept 
with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city 
of  David  his  father:  and  Ahaz  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

In  the  seventeenth  year  of  Pekah  llic  son  of  Ucnialiah 
Aha?,  the  son  of  Jotliani  king  of  Judah  begnn  to  iTlgn. 
Twenty  years  old  was  Ahaz  whi-n  he  began  to  reign ;  and  he 
reigned  sixteen  years  in  Jerusalem :  and  he  did  not  that 
which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  his  God,  like  David 
his  father.  But  he  walked  in  the  way  of  the  kings  uf  Israel, 
yea,  and  made  his  son  to  pass  through  the  fire,  according  to 
the  aboininatiorjs  of  the  heathen,  whom  the  Lord  east  out 
from  before  tlie  children  of  Israel.  And  he  sacrificed  and 
burnt  incense  in  the  high  places,  nml  on  tlie  hills,  and  under 
every  green  tree.  Then  Uezin  king  of  Syria  and  Pekah  son 
of  Ucmuliah  king  of  Israel  caioc  up  to  Jerusalem  to  war: 
and  they  IjcsiL'ged  Ahaz  but  could  not  overcome  iiim.  At 
that  time  Rczin  king  of  Syria  recovered  Klath  to  Edom.  and 
drave  the  Jews  from  Klath  :  and  tlie  Edomites  came  to  Elath, 
and  dwelt  there,  unto  this  day. 

And   Ahaz   aeut    messengers   to   Tiglath-pilescr   king  of 
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AsRjTia,  sayinf*,  1  am  thy  servant  and  tliy  sr>n :  mine  up, 
and  save  nie  out  of  tfie  hand  of  the  Uing  of  t?yriu,  and  out 
oi'  the  IuiikI  of  tlic  kin^-  of  Israel,  who  rise  up  accaiiist  inc. 
And  Ahnz  took  the  silver  and  gold  that  was  found  in  the 
liouse  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  treasures  of  the  king's  house, 
and  sent  it  for  a  present  to  the  kini^  of  Assyria.  And  the 
king  of  Assyria  hearkened  unto  him  :  and  the  king  of  Assiyria 
went  up  ai>;ainst  Danirificus,  and  took  it,  uud  curried  the 
people  of  it  captive  to  Kir,  and  sU'W  Rpzln. 

And  king  Ahaz  "W'eiit  to  Damascus  to  meet  Tiglatli-pileser 
king  of  Assyria,  and  saw  the  altar  that  was  at  Damascus  :  and 
king  Ahaz  sent  to  Urijah  tlie  priest  tlie  fashion  of  the  altar,  and 
the  pattern  of  it,  according  to  all  the  workmanship  thereof. 
And  Urijah  the  priest  built  the  altar:  acL-ortling  t^i  all  that 
king  Ahaz  had  sent  t'nini  Damascus,  so  did  Urijah  the  priest 
make  it  before  Ahaz  returtied  (o  Jerusalem.  Nom'  the  rest 
of  the  acts  of  Ahtiz  which  he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  the 
book  of  the  ehronielcs  of  the  kings  of  Judalj  ?  And  Ahaz 
slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  Mith  his  fathers  in  the 
rity  of  Darid :  and  Hczekiah  his  sun  reigned  in  his  stead. 

So  far  the  Books  of  Kings,  or  rather  ao  little !  It  would  seem 
that  tlje  kiag  of  Ismel  and  the  kiu^  of  Damascus  fonned  a  coalition 
agaiugt  the  king  of  Apayriii.  la  View  of  t!ic  common  danger 
threatening  all  Syria  they  made  up  thoir  ancieut  quarrel.  Tyre 
and  Zidon  joiued  them.  Tiiey  were,  as  it  appears,  anxious  that 
Judah  should  join  the  alliauce,  for  only  the  united  forces  of  all 
Syria  could  hope  to  malje  a  Btaud  against  the  huge  power  of 
A&syria.  When  Jotbiim  had  ap]jai*eidly  refused  to  join,  Ihey  pi"e- 
pai-ed  an  expedition  upainst  him.  At  this  juncture  Jotliani  tiled, 
and  Ahaz  Ide  sou,  a  striplijig  of  twenty.  suL-ceedcd  him.  Tlie  ullied 
forced  of  Damascus  and  Is^rael  entered  Jiidah,  and  probaMy  even 
began  tho  fiege  of  Jenisalem.  Ahaz  took  a  despprate  meaaiira  of 
defence,  which,  however,  proved,  for  the  time  being,  successfub 
though  uot  without  its  cost.  He  sought  the  help,  aud  beeame  the 
vassal,  of  Assyria.  The  entry  of  an  Assyriaa  army  into  Palestiuc 
Rumpellod  llczin  iind  Fekahiali  to  break  up  the  &ioge  of  Jerusalem, 
Hnd  Ahaz  breathed  freely  ouce  more. 


§  3.  The  reigna  of  Jolham  and  Ahaz  wituesacd  the  first  pro* 
phucies  of  Isaiah.  He  is  the  third  of  the  ^reiit  prophets  wbos* 
writiufpt  have  heen  preeorved  to  us,  and  of  these  great  prophets  he 
is  perhaps  the  Btateliett  and  most  majestic.      IJut  many  of  the 
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paaeagea  osoribeil  tu  lilm  arc  vui-y  obaouro.  and  it  is  diHirult  to 
Know  for  cei'taiii  tu  wliah  pieiMsc  histuri^n.!  I'vcnfa  tljey  allude, 
Mfireover,  with  iBinali's  own  woidK  there  hnve  lieen  mingled  (to 
what  degi'ee  is  etill  disputed),  the  words  of  liis  editors.  Heuce 
u  siu^lt;  'chapter'  uiaj'  j>erhups  iucludu  pieces  from  dliTerent  gene- 
rations or  even  cenluries.  For  these  reasons  I  aimll  niake  but 
very  few  extrnctf;  from  liis  prophecies  here  and  now.  But  kter  on, 
when  we  have  tiiiished  thc!  hihtory  iif  thti  Jews  in  Biljh;  times,  I  hope 
to  priut  several  ctiBptera  of  the  '  Kook  of  Isaiiili '  (a3  it  is  commonly 
ealli'iJ)^  both  for  the  swlic  uf  the  great  lhr>i]i,ditfl  and  noble  pnetiy 
cnntained  in  them,  ns  well  as  to  give  a  good  example  of  written 
Hebrew  prophecy  in  the  composite  and  ftoinetiniea  even  confueed 
fortn,  wherein  we  now,  for  tlie  (greater  part,  poeseBs  it. 

I^uiiih,  tot»,  was  a  pretwher  of  niitional  punishmeiit  as  the  nocca- 
sary  retributioo  for  national  sin.  He  repre^ente  his  inward  call 
to  the  office  of  prophet  in  a  wonderful  Tision. 

In  the  year  that  king  Azariah  died  I  saw  tlip  Lord  sitting 
upon  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  jind  his  train  filled  the 
paluee.  Above  him  stood  the  seraphim:  each  one  h:ui  six 
winji;^ ;  with  twiiiii  he  covered  liis  face,  and  ^vith  twain  he 
covered  his  frrt,  mid  with  twain  he  did  ily.  And  the  one 
kept  crying  nnto  the  other,  and  saying.  Holy,  holy,  holy,  is. 
the  Lord  of  hosts  :  the  whole  earth  i,s  full  of  his  glory.  And 
the  foundations  of  the  thresholds  shook  at  the  voice  of  him 
that  erifdj  and  the  liousc  was  filled  with  smoke. 

Tlien  said  J,  Woe  is  nic  !  for  I  am  undone  ;  because  I  am  a 
man  of  niiclean  lips.ntid  I  dwell  in  the  midst  of  a  people  of  un- 
clean lips  :  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hosts. 
Then  flew  one  of  the  seraphim  unto  nie.  having  a  live  coal  in 
his  hand,  which  he  had  taken  with  the  tongs  from  off  the 
altitr :  and  !ie  caused  it  to  touch  my  mouth,  and  said,  Lo,  this 
hath  touclied  thy  lips;  and  thine  iniiiuity  is  bdcen  aw'av,  and 
thy  sin  purged.  And  I  heard  the  voice  of  Cod,  saying,  Whom 
shall  I  send  ?     Then  I  said,  Here  am  I  j  send  me. 

And  he  said,  Go,  and  tell  this  people.  Hear  ye  indeed,  but 
understand  not ;  and  go  on  seeing,  but  perceive  not.  Make  the 
heart  of  this  people  fat,  and  make  their  ears  heavy,  and  sliut 
their  eyes;  lest  thev  see  with  tlieir  eyes,  and  hear  with  their 
ears,  and  understand  with  their  heart.,  and  turn  again,  and  be 
healed.  Then  said  1,  Lord,  how  long  ?  And  he  answered. 
Until  the  cities  be  waste  without  iaihabitant,  and  the  houses 
without   men,  and  the  land   be  left  a  desolation,  and  until 
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Gofl  liave  removed  men  far  away,  aiid  the  tleaerted  tract  be 
large  in  the  midst  of  the  laml. 

We  muat  not  undersiaod  any  part  of  ihiB  vision  literally,  and 
tilt  wonts  of  God  least  of  lUl.  Isaiali,  reflecting  iu  later  days 
(wiien  lie  wrote  dowu  hh  vJEiori)  upon  the  unbelief  witl)  wliich  Ms 
words  were  received,  can  only  regard  this  u]d)«Iiof  and  obttnrncy 
as  founded  in  the  will  of  God.  For  all  tliirgs  aie  caused  or 
suffered  hy  hira  for  some  good  purpose,  often  shrouded  wholly  from 
oui-  eyes. 

The  burden  of  Isaiah's  teaching  is  the  eoine  as  that  of  Amos  an<l 
Hosea. 

Because  this  people  draw  near  me  with  their  mouth  and 
with  their  lips  do  honour  me,  hut  their  heart  they  keep  far 
from  me,  and  their  religion  is  a  rote-leanied  precept  of 
men  ;  therefore,  behold,  1  will  go  on  dealing  with  this  people 
wondei-fully,  yes,  wonderfully,  so  that  the  wisdom  ttt'  their 
wise  men  shall  perish,  and  the  discernment  of  tlieir  sagacious 
men  shall  he  hid. 

To  what  purpose  is  the  multitude  of  your  sacrifices  unto 
me?  saith  the  Lord.  I  am  sated  with  the  burnt  offerings  of 
rams,  and  the  fat  of  fed  lieasta  :  and  I  delight  not  in  the  blood 
()f  bullocks,  or  of  landw,  or  of  he-gouts.  When  ye  come  Ui 
appear  before  me,  who  hath  required  tliis  at  your  hand,  to  tread 
my  coui'tsf  Bring  no  more  obhitions  ;  vjjin  ia  the  inceuac  uf 
sucri&ce ;  it  is  an  abomination  unto  me  ;  new  uu>ou  and  sab- 
batti,  the  calling  of  asscmbiies, —  I  cannot  away  with  iniqTiity 
hand  in  hand  \vitb  the  solemn  meeting.  Your  new  moons  and 
your  appointed  feasts  my  soul  liateth:  they  are  an  encumbrance 
unto  me;  1  am  weary  to  bear  them.  And  when  ye  spread 
forth  your  Iiands,  I  will  hide  mine  eyes  from  you  :  yea,  when 
ye  make  many  prayers,  I  will  not  hear:  your  hands  are  full 
of  blood.  Wash  you,  make  you  clean  ;  put  away  the  evil  of 
your  doings  from  befoi-e  mine  eyes j  cease  to  do  evil:  learn 
to  do  well ;  seek  judgement,  relieve  the  oppressed,  judge  the 
fatherless,  plead  for  the  widow. 

Ii<iiiah  did  not  approve  of  the  alliance  of  Ahaz  with  Asayna. 
He  foresaw  timt  the  cost  would  oulweigL  the  giiin,  and  lie  believed 
that  Judnli  wooid  have  been  delivered  from  its  daugor  even  without 
the  aha  ado  11  me  ut  of  uutional  indeppudence. 

We  Iiavo  3till  preserved  to  ua  the  record  of  a  striking  nieefiug 
between  kim  and  ALaz  at  the  upeuing  of  the  wiu'.     leaiah'e  sou 
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Sliear-jflphub  was  at  tliat  ■time  (734  B-r.)  abnat  four  yearn  olJ. 
Hii"  immo  nicana  'a  reiminiit  fliull  t-eluru,'  and  it  espre^see  Isaitih's 
belief  tliat  n  iTmnmit  of  Judah  would  Iw;  saveil  and  (lurifittl  afttr 
and  tlirua^h  tlie  impeudiug  calniiiity,  aiid  would  '  letum '  to  a 
belter  knowledge  of  Ooodness  and  of  God. 

And  it  cnmo  to  pass  in  the  clays  of  Ahaz,  kinjj  of  Judah, 
llmt  Ufzin  tlic  kinj;  of  Syria,  and  Pekah  the  sou  of  Rcmaliah, 
kiii^  of  Israel,  wetit  up  to  Jerusalem  to  \rar  a^wi'ist  it ;  but 
rould  not  prevail  n|^iiiist  it.  And  it  was  told  the  liousc  of 
David,  saying-^  Syria  is  coiifedersle  with  Ephniiin.  And  liis 
heart  shook,  and  the  heart  of  his  people,  as  the  trees  of  the 
foi-cst  shake  before  the  wind. 

And  God  said  unto  Isaiali,  Go  forth  now  to  meet  Ahuz, 
thou,  and  Shcar-jashub  thy  son,  at  the  end  of  the  eonduit  of 
the  upper  pwd,  in  tlie  hit,di  \v;\y  of  the  fuller's  field  ;  and  say 
iinto  him,  Take  heed,  and  be  quiet;  fear  not,  neither  he 
fainthearted  fur  the  two  tails  of  smoking  firebrands,  for  the 
Aercc  auger  of  Ue/iu  and  Svriu,  and  of  tlic  sou  of  Ucnuiliah. 
Beeiiuse  Syria,  Ephraini,  ami  the  sons  of  Renialiah  have 
tjiken  evil  eouiisel  against  tiiee,  saying,  Let  us  t^o  up  ;u,''ainBt 
Judah,  and  vex  tt,  and  let  us  make  a  breach  therein  for  us, 
and  set  up  a  king  in  the  [nidst  of  it,  even  the  son  of  Tabeel : 
thus  saith  the  Lord  Uod.  It  uludl  not  stand,  neither  shall  it 
come  to  puss.  For  the  head  of  Syria  is  Damaacu.s,  and  the 
head  of  DatnascuB  is  Re/.in  :  and  the  head  of  Ephraim  is 
Samaria,  and  the  head  of  Samaiia  is  Remaliah's  son.  If  ye 
Mill  not  believe,  surely  ye  shall  not  be  established. 

Of  Tahcfcl  we  know  nolhing.  Before  the  words  '  If  to  will  not 
believe'  somctljing  liaa  ch-itrly  falleu  out.  \\'c  have  tlie  iiitix>- 
duction  to  the  prophecy,  but  uot  the  prophecy  ilse)f.  It  inuFil  Imve 
Contained  an  assurance  that  the  uttack  ou  Jeru&alom  would  full 
even  without  any  Ar-Hyiirm  help. 

Still  Etrncger  woi'ds  are  attributed  to  laaiah  upon  tha  Bain« 
occaFoon. 

And  Isaiah  spake  unto  Ahaz,  sayintr.  Ask  thee  a  si^u  of 
tlie  Lord  thy  God  ;  ask  it  either  in  the  depth,  or  in  the  height 
above.  But  Ahaz  said,  I  will  not  ask,  neither  will  I  U^upt 
the  Lord.  And  he  said.  Hear  ye  now,  O  house  of  David  5  is 
it  a  small  tiling  for  you  to  weary  men,  but  will  ye  weary  my 
God  all  so  ?  Therefore  the  Lord  himself  shall  apiwiut  you 
a  sign;  behold,  the  young  woman  shall  bear  a  sun,  and  she 
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shall  call  hie  name  'God  with  us.'  For  before  the  child  shail 
know  to  refuse  the  evil,  and  choose  the  good,  the  land  of 
whose  two  kings  thou  art  in  terror  shall  be  made  dcsolute. 

The  iuterprctalion  is  very  disputed.  Porliape  the  meaning  ie 
that  because  the  Ararnapans  and  the  leraeliteB  will  aoon  have  to 
retire  at  the  rumour  of  Assyrian  iuvaBJon,  God  will  put  it  in  the 
heart  of  a  woman  or  of  niuuy  women  of  Juduh  to  call  her  child  or 
their  children  Immanuel  (God  ia  with  us).  While  ehildreii,  bu 
named,  ehtiU  still  he  hahieg,  the  landR  of  Damascas  and  Israel  shall 
he  made  deeolate  by  tlieir  Assyrian  foe. 

§  3.  Our  next  period  shall  be  one  of  r  2  9  years,  from  the  death  of 
Ahaz  to  the  end  of  the  kingdom  of  Judah.  Eut  witli  the  destructiou 
of  fJth  kingdom,  the  religion  which  gives  to  it  its  interest  and  value 
in  our  eyeB  is  not  also  destroyed.  On  the  contrary,  it  lives  and 
grows  to  greater  purity  and  power  than  ever  before. 

This  period  of  i2tj  years  is  filled  up  by  eight  kings,  an  average 
of  eixteen  years  to  each,     Thus  we  have  : 

Hezekiah 715-686 

Maiittseeh 686-641 

Amon 641-639 

Josiah 639-608 

Jehoahnz 608 

Jehoiakim      .     .     ...  608-597 

Jehoiachin      .     .     .     ,     .  597 

Zedekiah 597'5^^' 


And  in  the  third  year  of  Hoshea  son  of  Elah  king  of  Israel, 
Hezekiali  the  son  of  Ahaz  king  of  Jud^h  began  tn  reign. 
Twenty  and  five  years  eld  was  he  when  he  began  to  retgn ; 
and  he  reigned  twenty  and  nine  years  in  Jerusalem  :  and  his 
mother's  name  was  Abi  the  danghter  of  Zechariah.  And  he 
did  that  which  was  right  iu  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  according 
to  all  that  David  hia  father  did.  He  brake  the  pillara,  and 
cut  down  the  poles :  and  he  brake  in  pieces  the  brazen  serpent 
that  Moaes  had  made ;  for  unto  those  days  the  children  of 
Israel  burnt  incense  to  it,  and  it  was  called  Nehusbtan 
(the  brazen  one).  He  trusted  in  the  Lord  God  of  Israel;  so 
that  after  him  was  none  like  him  among  all  the  kings  of 
Judab^  nor  any  that  were  before  Idin.  For  he  clave  to  the 
Lord,  and  departed  not  from  follomng  him,  but  kept  his 
commandments^  which  the  Lord  commanded  Moses. 
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§  4.  The  re!gn  of  Uezekiuh  is  famous  on  account  of  a  campatgD 
of  king  8ennach«rih  of  Assyria  agaiiist.  Pnle5fine  «u(l  Jtiduli.  The 
ntory  of  that  invasion  :b  uufortauatuly  not  wholly  clear.  The  only 
contemporai-y  account  we  have  of  it  is  froui  kin;<  Seimacherih  him- 
self iu  0110  of  his  inscriptions .  The  Books  of  Kings  contain  two 
other  accounts  pieced  together,  both  written  long  after  tlie  iuvasiou, 
and  each  with  difficulties  of  its  own. 

What  peeins  to  have  happened  was  something  like  this.  A 
coalition  was  formed!  aguinst  Aasyria  by  the  petty  states  of  southern 
Palestine,  partly  stirred  up  hy,  and  partly  relying  on,  the  kingdom 
of  Egypt.  For  till  the  coming  of  the  Assyrians,  Kgypt  had  been 
a  great  power,  aud  she  was  not  willing  to  yield  her  position  to 
Asayria.  Hessekiah  joined  the  coalitioD,  aud  thus,  as  the  Book  of 
Kings  says,  'rehelled  against  the  king  of  Assyria.' 

iSenuncherih  hurried  west. 

Thif?  h  what  he  says  : 

'  In  my  third  carapiiigTJ  I  marcheil  to  the  land  of  Chatti  (roughly 
=  Palestine).  Eliilneua  king  of  Sidon  was  overpowered  by  the 
terror  of  the  majesty  of  my  dominion,  and  he  fled  far  into  the  sea: 
his  laud  I  took  away.  .  .  .  Ethohal  I  pkced  on  tlie  i-oynl  throne, 
and  I  iuipoeed  opon  him  a  3'early  fixed  trilmte  payment  tt>  my  rule.' 
[After  this  many  kings  submitted.]  '  All  the  kiu|^s  of  the  west 
land  broufrht  rich  presents,  and  kis&ud  my  feet.  But  Zidka,  king 
of  Ashkeloa,  who  had  not  submitted  to  my  yoke^the  gods  of  his 
father's  house,  him&elf,  hia  wife,  his  eons,  his  daughters,  his  brothers, 
the  ^ed  (i.e.  the  family)  of  his  father's  house,  I  took  away  and 
brought  them  to  As^ria.  Sashidori  the  son  of  Rublkti,  their 
former  lord,  I  placed  as  king  over  the  people  of  Aabkelon,  aud 
I  imposed  ou  him  the  tribute  to  my  rule.  .  .  . 

'  Then  the  nobles  and  officers  of  Ekron^  who  had  cast  Padi,  their 
king  by  Assyrian  right  and  oath,  iuto  iron  ctaina,  ant]  delivered 
him  to  HezBkiah  of  JudaU,  who  had  thrown  him  iuto  prison,  were 
afraid  at  heart.  Then  catne  the  kings  of  Bgypt  with  horses  and 
I'hanotB  aud  counticHs  troops  to  their  aid.  Before  the  city  of 
Alt-aku  the  liattle  aiTay  wae  set  againi^t  me.  Confiding  in  AsBur  my 
lord,  T  fought  with  them  and  defeated  them.  The  commander  of 
the  chariots  aud  the  aons  of  oue  of  the  Egyptian  kings,  together 
with  the  coiiimtuider  of  the  chanots  of  the  king  of  Miluchi,  1  took 
prtponer  in  the  battle.  I  besieged  the  towns  Altaku  and  Timnath^ 
and  captured  them  and  carried  away  their  booty.  Theu  1  advanced 
to  Ekron  :  the  nobles  aud  oflieers  who  bad  tritusgressed  I  slew,  aud 
I  impaled  their  corpses  on  etukes  round  the  wall,  Those  inhahi- 
tants  of  the  town  who  had  practised  wickedne&s  and  sin,  I  carried 
away  as  pneoners ;  while  to  thoBe  who  Lad  not  committed  aiii  and 
were  not  guilty,  I  proclaimed  amnesty.     Aud  I  brought  out  Fadi, 
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Iheir  former  Mug.  from  Jerusalem,  and  madle  Mm  ogiiin  ascentl  the 
thrnne  nf  dominion.  And  us  lo  Hezekifth  of  Judnh,  wfio  had  not 
submitted  to  my  yuke,  I  besieged  and  captured,  forty-cix  of  Iiis 
fortified  cities,  and  smaller  towns  in  tlieir  ueigbbourliuod  without 
iiunibfV.  200.150  persons,  including  young  nnd  t)ld,  nmle  and 
female,  T  carried  away  and  reckoned  ae  Ixioty,  with  horses^  and 
mulrs,  and  aSBes,  and  camels,  and  oxeti,  and  sheeji,  without  number. 
Hezekiftli  himself  I  shut  up  like  a  ca^'ed  hird  in  Jerusalem,  his 
royal  city:  I  erected  foi-tifieutioLS  ajjninst  liiin,  and  those  who  come 
out  of  the  f»ate  of  the  city  I  made  to  Inrn  back.  His  cities  wliJeb 
I  had  plundered,  I  separated  from  his  land^  and  gave  them  to 
Mitinti  the  king  of  Aalidod,  and  to  Padi  kiug  of  Eki-on,  and  to 
Ztlbal  king  of  Gaza :  so  I  diniiuiabed  his  land.  To  the  former 
yearly  trihute  I  addwl  the  tribute  which  befJte  my  rnle,  and  I  laid 
it  upon  them.  Teiror  of  the  majesty  of  ray  iiile  overpowered 
Hezekiah.  The  Arabians  and  the  brave  warriors  whom  be  had 
sent  for  to  defend  Jerusalem,  liia  royal  city,  laid  down  their  arniH. 
Aud  I  had  thirty  talents  of  gold  and  800  talents  of  silver,  and 
precious  Btonee,  and  ivory  eouchea,  and  seate  of  elephant  hiile, 
a  mighty  treasnre,  nnd  his  daughters  and  hia  wives  brought  aiter 
me  to  Nineveh,  my  royal  city,  and  he  Bent  hie  envoy  for  the  payment 
of  the  tribute  and  for  doiug  homage.' 

Sennachenb  thus  records  an  uuhrokeu  senes  of  auccessea.  But 
the  facts  caanot  have  been  quite  as  be  etatea  them,  or,  rather,  he 
both  omits  and  exaggerates.  For  it  ie  certain  that  Senuacherib 
did  not  iuvttda  Egypt,  and  it  is  probable  that  he  did  not  even 
obtain  so  complete  a  submiijsion  from  Hczekiah  as  he  had  desired. 
His  ifturii  to  Assyria  was  hasty,  and  not  purely  voluutary. 
Either  had  news  from  liis  Eubyloniau  provineee,  or  a  pingiie  which 
decimated  his  army,  or  both,  drove  him  home  sooner  tJian  he  could 
have  wiehedf  and  witliout  the  poaeesaion  of  Egypt. 

§  5.  But  now  let  us  turn  to  the  noJTattves  in  the  Books  of  Kings. 
This  is  the  lii-tit. 


It  begiDB  thus ; 

Now  ill  the  fourteenth  year  of  king  Hezekiah  did  Senna- 
cherib king  of  Aaayria  come  up  against  jlII  the  fenced  cities 
of  Judah,  and  took  them. 

Tlie  date  is  •jot  p.c.  or  nearly  2600  years  ago. 

This  quite  correeponda  with  the  elatementa  of  Sennacherib. 
Now,  however,  follows  a  statement  which  has  quite  posfcibly 
(whether  purposely  or  accitleutuUy)  been  put  in  its  wrong  place. 
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And  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah  sent  to  the  king  of  Assyria 
to  Lachish,  saying,  1  have  offended ;  return  from  nie :  tliat 
which  thou  puttest  on  me  will  I  bear.  And  the  kiujj  of 
A8S)'ria  appointeti  unto  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah  three 
hundred  talents  of  silver  and  thirty  t;*leiits  of  gold.  And 
Hezekiah  gave  him  all  the  silver  that  was  found  in  the  house 
of  the  Lurdj  and  in  the  treasures  of  the  king's  house.  At 
that  time  did  Hezekiah  cut  off  the  gold  from  the  doors  of 
the  temple  of  the  Lord^  and  from  the  pillars  which  Hezekiah 
king  01  Judah  had  overlaid^  and  gave  it  to  the  king  of 
A&syria. 

Here  Hezekiah  fleems  to  submit  before  any  appearance  of  the 
Afisyi'iiins  at  Jerusalem,  But  afterwards,  accirdiiig  to  tbe  IJiUical 
narrative  in  its  present  form,  an  Apsyrian  force  is  seat  to  Jfemsalem 
with  further  demands,  which  Hezekiah,  at  the  advice  of  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  determines  lo  resist,  liabshakek  is  an  ABsyrian  militaiy 
title,  like  our  word  '  general.' 

And  the  king  of  Assyria  sent  tbe  Rnbshakeh  from  Lachish 
to  king  Hezekiah  with  a  great  host  against  Jerusalem.  And 
he  went  up  and  came  to  Jerusalem.  And  he  stootl  by  the 
conduit  of  the  upper  pool,  which  is  in  the  high  way  of  the 
fuller's  field.  And  when  he  Summoned  the  king,  there  came 
out  to  hxni  Eliakini  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  who  was  over  the 
househokl,  and  Shebnah  the  scribe,  and  Juah  the  sun  of 
Asaph  the  recorder.  And  the  Rabshakeh  said  unto  them. 
Speak  ye  now  to  Hezekiah,  Thus  saith  the  great  king,  the 
king  of  Assyria,  What  contidence  ia  this  wherein  thou 
trustest!  Thinkest  thou  a  mere  word  is  enough  to  provide 
right  counsel  and  strength  for  the  war  ?  Now  on  whom 
dost  thou  trust,  that  thou  rebellest  against  mc  ?  Now, 
behold,  thou  trustest  upon  the  staff  of  this  bruised  reed, 
even  upon  Egypt ;  whereon  if  a  man  lean,  it  will  go  into  hia 
hand,  and  pierce  it :  so  is  the  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt  unto 
all  ttiat  trust  on  hint.  Now  therefore,  I  pray  tlicc,  make 
a  wager  vnth  my  master  the  kitjg  of  Assyria;  I  will  give 
thee  two  thousand  horses,  if  thou  be  able  on  thy  part  to  set 
riders  upon  tliein.  How  tlieii  canst  thou  turn  away  the  face 
of  the  least  of  my  master's  servants,  and  put  thy  trust  on 
Egypt  for  chariots  and  for  horsemen?  Am  1  now  come  up 
without  the  Lord  against  this  place  to  destroy  it  ?  The 
Lord  said  unto  me,  Go  up  iigainst  this  land,  and  destroy  it. 
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Then  said  Eliakun  the  son  of  Hilkinh,  and  Shebnnh,  and 
Joah,  unto  the  Rabshiikeh,  Sfx-ak,  I  pray  tiiee,  to  thy 
Ben'ants  in  Aramaean ;  for  we  uiKlerHtnnd  it :  and  apeak 
not  mth  us  in  Jemsh,  in  the  eare  of  the  people  that  are  on 
the  wall.  But  the  Enbshakeh  said  unto  thent,  Hath  my 
master  sent  me  to  thy  master,  and  to  thee,  to  speak  these 
words?  hath  he  not  sent  me  to  the  men  who  sit  on  the 
wall  ?  Then  the  Rabshakeh  stood,  and  cried  with  a  loud 
voice  in  Jewish,  saying,  Hear  ye  the  word  of  the  great  king, 
the  king;  of  Assyria.  Thus  saith  the  king.  Let  not  Hezekiah 
deceive  you;  for  he  shall  not  be  able  to  deliver  you  out  of 
my  hand :  neither  let  Hezekiah  make  you  trust  in  the  Lord, 
saying,  The  Lord  will  surely  deliver  us,  and  this  city  shall 
not  b*  given  into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria,  Hearken 
not  to  Hezekiah:  for  thus  saith  the  king  of  Assyria,  Make 
your  peace  with  me,  and  come  out  to  me ;  and  cat  ye  cverj'" 
one  of  his  vine,  atid  every  one  of  his  Gg  tree,  and  drink  ye 
every  one  the  waters  of  his  cistern ;  until  I  come  and  take 
you  away  to  a  land  like  your  own  land,  a  land  of  corn  and 
wine,  a  land  of  bread  and  vineyards,  a  land  of  oil  olive  and 
of  honey,  that  yc  may  live,  and  not  die :  and  hearken  not 
unto  Hezekiah,  when  he  persuadeth  you,  saying,  The  Lord 
will  deliver  us.  Hath  any  of  t!ie  gods  of  the  nations  ever 
delivered  his  land  out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria  ? 
Where  are  the  gods  of  Hamath,  and  of  Arpad  ?  where  are 
the  gods  of  Sepliarvaini,  of  Hena,  and  Ivvah  ?  wheiT  are  the 
gods  of  the  land  of  Samaria?  have  they  delivered  Samaria 
out  of  my  hand?  Who  are  they  amotif^  all  the  gods  of  the 
countries,  that  have  delivered  their  country  out  of  my  hand, 
that  the  Lord  sliould  deliver  Jerusalem  out  of  my  hand  ? 
But  they  held  their  peace,  and  answered  him  not  a  word : 
for  the  king*s  commandment  was,  saying.  Answer  him  not. 
Then  came  Eliakim  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  who  was  over  the 
household,  and  Shebna  the  scribe,  and  Joah  the  son  of 
Asaph  the  recorder,  to  Hezekiah  with  their  clothes  rent,  and 
told  him  the  words  of  the  Kab&hakeh. 

A]id  it  came  to  pass,  when  king  Hezekiah  heard  it,  that 
he  rent  his  clothes,  and  covered  himself  with  sackcloth,  and 
went  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  he  sent  Kliakim,  M-bo 
was  over  the  houseliolcl,  and  Shebna  the  scribe,  and  the 
elders  of  the  priests,  covered  with  sackcloth,  untx)  Isaiah  the 
prophet.     And  they  said  unto  him,  Thus  saith  Hezekiah, 
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This  day  is  a  day  of  trouble,  and  of  rebuke,  and  of  blaa- 
pbeiny.  It  mny  be  the  Lord  thy  God  will  hear  all  tlie  words 
of  the  Kabahukeh,  wJiom  the  king  of  Assyria  hiii  niajiter  hatb 
&ent  to  reproach  the  livinij'  (iod,  and  will  rebuke  the  words 
whicli  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  heard :  wherefore  lift  up  tby 
prayer  for  the  remnant  that  is  left.  So  the  servants  of  king- 
lie/ekiah  came  to  Isaiah.  And  Isaiah  said  unto  them.  Thus 
shall  ye  say  to  your  master,  Thus  saitli  the  Lord,  Be  not 
afraid  of  the  ivord»  that  thou  hast  heard,  uitli  which  the 
servants  of  the  king  of  Assyria  have  blaspbeiued  me.  Be- 
hold, I  will  put  a  spirit  in  him,  so  that  he  sball  hear 
a  runioufj  and  sitall  return  to  hia  own  landj  and  I  will  cause 
bim  to  fall  by  the  sword  in  his  own  Land. 

So  the  Rabfihakeh  returned  to  the  king  of  Assyria. 
And  Seunacherib  beard  say  of  Tirhalcih  king  of  Ethiopia, 
Beholdj  be  is  come  out  to  iif;bt  ajjainst  thee :  so  he  departed 
and  went  back  and  dwelt  at  Nineveh.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
as  he  was  worshipping^  in  the  house  of  Is'isroeh  his  god,  that 
Adnimmelech  and  Sharezer  smote  him  with  the  sword :  and 
they  escaped  into  tlie  land  of  Anirat,  And  Esar-baddon  his 
son  reigned  in  bis  stead. 

According  to  the  seeuntl  account  (the  begiuniii(^  of  wliioh  is 
wrtnting)  SennHcherib  sent  a  letter  by  mcsBengerfi  to  Hezekiah 
"bidding  him  aun-euder.  The  letter  is  couched  much  in  the  tame 
terms  aa  the  speech  put  in  the  mouth  of  the  Rabehakeb. 

Let  not  thy  God  in  whom  thou  trustest  deceive  thee, 
saying,  Jerusalem  shall  not  be  given  into  the  hand  of  the 
king  of  Assyria.  Behold,  thou  hast  heard  what  the  kings 
of  Assyria  liave  done  to  all  lands,  by  destroying  them 
utterly  :  and  shalt  thou  be  delivered  ?  Have  the  gods  of  the 
nations  delivered  them,  which  my  fathers  have  destroyed, 
Gozan,  and  Haran,  and  Rezeph,  and  the  children  of  Eden 
who  were  in  Telassar  ?  Where  ia  the  king  of  Hamath, 
and  the  king  of  Arpad,  and  the  king  of  the  city  of  Sephar- 
vaim,  of  TIena,  and  Iwah  ? 

And  llezekiah  received  the  letter  of  the  hand  of  the 
messengers,  and  read  it:  and  Hezekiali  went  up  unto  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  And  llezekiah  prayed,  and  said,  O  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  thou  art  the  God,  even  thou  alone,  of  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  earth ;  thou  bust  made  heaven  and  earth. 
Lord,  bow  down  thine  ear,  au<l  hearj  open  thine  eyes,  O 


ISAIAH  S    DEFIANCE    OF    ASSYRIA 


379 


Lord,  and  spv :  iintl  hear  tlie  uords  of  Seiinadieribj  where- 
with he  hath  sent  to  reproach  the  living  God.  Of  n.  truth, 
Lord,  tlie  kini;;s  uf  Assyria  have  destroyed  the  nutiuiis  unci 
their  hitids,  tiiid  have  ciist  thpir  gods  into  the  tire :  for  they 
were  ih>  godsj  but  the  work  of  men's  hnnds,  wood  and  Rtx^ne ; 
therefore  they  have  destroyed  them.  Xow  therefore,  O  Lord 
our  God,  snve  thou  ub,  I  beseech  thee,  out  of  his  hand,  that 
al!  the  kingdoms  of  the  cai-th  may  know  that  thou  art  the 
Lord  God,  even  thou  only. 

Then  L»ai»h  the  son  of  Amoz  sent  to  Hczekiah,  sayinir^ 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  (Jod  of  Israel,  Whereas  thou  hast 
prayed  to  me  against  Sennacherib  kinfj  of  Assyria,  I  have 
heard  thee.  This  is  the  word  that  the  Lord  hath  spoken 
concerning  him  :  The  yirgin  dauglnter  of  Zion  hatti  despised 
thee  and  lauglted  thee  to  scorn  ;  the  daughter  of  Jerusalem 
hath  shaken  her  head  at  tliee.  Whom  hast  thou  reproached 
and  blasphemed  ?  and  against  whom  hast  thou  exalted  thy 
voice  and  lifted  up  tJiine  eyes  on  high  ?  even  against  the 
Holy  One  of  Israel. 

By  thy  messengers  tliou  hast  reproached  the  Lord,  and 
hast  said,  Witli  the  multitude  of  my  chariots  I  came  up  to 
the  height  of  the  mountains,  to  the  recesses  of  Leb.s>ron ; 
and  I  cut  down  the  tali  cedars  thereof,  and  the  choice  cypress 
trees  thereof  :  and  I  iiave  entered  into  his  farthest  height,  the 
forest  of  bis  fruitinl  field.  I  have  di|^gcd  and  drunk  strange 
M'aters.  and  with  the  sole  of  my  feet  have  I  dried  up  all  the 
rivers  of  Egypt. 

Hast  thou  not  heard  how  I  prepared  it  long  ago,  and 
formed  it  of  ancient  times  r  now  have  1  brought  it  to  pass, 
that  thou  shouldcst  lay  waste  fenced  cities  into  ruinous  heaps. 
Therefore  their  inhabitants  were  of  small  power,  they  were 
dismayed  and  confounded  j  they  were  as  the  grass  of  the 
field,  and  as  the  green  herb,  as  the  grass  on  the  housetops, 
and  as  corn  blasted  befoi-e  it  be  grown  up.  But  I  know  thy 
abode,  and  thy  going  out,  and  thy  coming  in,  and  thy  rage 
against  tne.  Because  tliy  rage  against  nie  and  thy  pride  is 
cnnie  up  into  mine  ears,  therefore  will  1  put  my  hook  in  thy 
nose,  and  my  hx'idic  in  thy  lips,  and  I  will  turn  thee  back  by 
the  way  by  which  thou  camest. 

And  this  shall  be  the  sign  unto  you  :  ye  shall  eat  this  year 
such  things  as  grow  of  tlieniselves,  and  in  the  second  year 
that  which  springeth  of  the  same ;  and  in  the  third  year  sow 
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ye,  and  reap,  and  plant  vineyards,  and  eat  the  fruit  thereof. 
And  the  remnant  that  is  escaped  of  the  house  uf  Judah  shall 
tu^ahi  take  root  downward,  and  bear  fruit  upward.  For  out 
of  Jerusalem  shall  go  Forth  a  remnant,  and  tliey  that  escape 
out  of  i»ount  Zion  :  the  zeal  of  the  Lord  shall  achieve  this. 

Therefore  thus  aaith  the  Lord  concerning  the  king  of 
Assyria,  He  shall  not  couie  unto  this  citi^,  nor  shuot  an 
arrow  there,  neither  shall  lie  come  before  it  with  shield,  nor 
cast  a  mound  iigainst  it.  By  the  way  that  he  came,  by  the 
same  shall  he  return,  and  he  shall  not  come  unt^)  this  city, 
eaith  the  Lord.  For  I  will  defend  this  city  to  save  it,  for  mine 
own  sake,  and  for  my  servant  David*9  sake. 

Aud  it  came  to  pass  that  night,  that  the  uugel  of  the  Ixird 
went  forth,  and  smote  in  the  camp  uf  the  Assyrians  an 
hundred  fourscore  and  five  thousancl :  and  when  men  arose 
early  in  the  morning,  behold,  tliey  were  all  dead  corpses. 

It  is  doabtfui  whether  we  have  here  authentic  prophecies  of 
leaiah.  It  would  certninly  B^^em,  from  the  very  defi.nit«  etatement 
of  Sennaaherib,  that  JemBnIem  was  at  all  evetilB  terapoiiirily 
hesieged.  The  prayer  of  Hezekiah  breathee  the  full  faith  of 
developed  Judaism.  The  traditiou  that  Scmiacherih'a  retreat  was 
due  to  a  pliigue  deciraatiiig  his  army  waa  also  partly  known  in 
Kgypt,  for  tlie  Greek  historian  Herodotus  relates  tliat  wbea  the 
Aasyrians  under  king  Sennacherib  invftded  Egypt  and  besieged 
Pelusinm  in  the  days  of  king  Sethos,  field  mice  '  ate  up  their 
quivers  and  their  bows  and  the  handles  of  their  shields,  so  that  on 
the  next  day  they  fled,  and  being  without  defence  of  arms,  great 
numbers  fell,' 

It  is  quite  po8fiible,  as  some  scholars  think,  that  Sennacherib 
made  tiro  successive  demands  to  Hezekiah,  of  wliich  the  one  was 
granted  aud  the  other  refused.  He  first  demanded  trihutt;  aud  the 
surrender  of  Padi.  To  this  Hezekiah  acceded.  Ho  then  demanded 
(presumably)  a  full  alliance  aud  the  surrender  of  Jerusalem.  This 
second  demand  Hezekiah  refueed,  and  Sennacherib  was  nnahle, 
owing  to  the  had  news  from  home  or  to  the  plague,  to  compel 
his  submiti&ion. 

It  m  also  peeaible  that  Hezekiah's  tribute,  as  recorded  in  the 
Bible,  should  be  placed  not  before  the  visit  of  the  Rabehakeh,  but 
(in  accordance  with  the  Aaayrian  inscription)  after  it.  In  this  case 
tlie  surrender  of  Padi  aud  the  tribute  were  all  that  waa  demanded, 
mid  the  demands  were  acceded  to.  Never thelees,  the  sudden  de- 
parhire  of  the  Assyrians  was  looked  upon  before  long  as  a  special 
intervention  of  God,  aud  consequently  it  was  supposed  that  the 
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plnnR  of  Seunat-berlb  ftgnmet  Jud-ili  could  not  have  liepn  realized 
or  lie  corn  pli  ah  I'd. 

However  tli'iB  may  be,  Hezekiali  reimiintil  the  vassal  of  Aasvrin. 
But  tbo  deliviTaUL'e  of  .lerusalem  from  »pu]iatioti,  Ihe  fact  tlis).  the 
Atsyriiins  luirl  not  enterpr!  wi)  liin  Mb-  grttep,  made  a  deep  and  lasting 
iiiiprpHsinn  upon  tJie  nntional  iniml,  ^o  that  piiidu»Hy  riie  dfUvtr- 
auce  becume  regarded  bulb  as  {zrcK'ter  tlian  It  acluullv  luid  beeu, 
aiid  Q8  tbe  reward  gi-auted  toHezekiab  for  bis  piety  and  tidt'lily  to 
Ood. 

§  6.  Ht'zebinh  was  nt  one  time  fitricken  by  a  severe  illness,  from 
which,  hawevor,  he  unexpectedly  lecovprod.  Stmnge  tales  were 
told  of  his  recovery,  and,  aa  the  years  rolled  on,  the  ptratigcneFd  of 
the  tales  increased,  and  tnarvtl  was  added  to  inarvt'l.  What  wo 
hear  from  tlie  compiler  of  the  Books  of  Kiags  is,  in  the  first  place, 
the  following : 

In  those  days  was  Ilezekiah  sick  unto  death.  And  the 
prophet  Isjiiah  the  sun  of  Amoz  came  to  him,  ami  said  unto 
him,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Set  thine  house  in  order;  for  thou 
shiilt  die,  and  not  lire.  Then  he  turned  his  face  to  the  w-Al, 
and  prayed  unto  the  Lord,  saying,  I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord, 
remember  now  how  I  ]iuve  walketl  before  thcc  in  truth  antl 
with  a  perfect  lieart,  and  have  dune  that  whie!i  is  ijood  lu  thy 
siifht.  And  Ilezekiah  wept  stjre.  And  it  cnine  to  p»sn,  af<ire 
Isaiah  was  gone  out  into  the  middle  court,  that  the  word  of 
the  Lord  came  to  him,  saying,  Turn  again,  iind  tcU  Ilezekiah 
the  captain  of  my  people,  Thus  saith  the  L(]rd,  the  (ii)d  of 
David  thy  fiither,  1  have  heard  tliy  prayer,  I  have  seen  thy 
tears:  behold,  1  will  herd  thee:  ou  the  third  diiy  thou  shalt 
go  up  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  I  will  aebl  unto  thy 
(lays  fifteen  years;  and  I  will  deliver  thee  and  this  city  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Assjxia;  and  I  will  defend  this 
city  for  mine  own  sjtkt;,  and  for  my  servant  David's  sake. 
And  Isaiah  s:iid,  Take  a  lump  of  fi^.  Aud  they  took  and 
laid  it  on  the  hoi!,  and  he  recovered. 

In  the  Book  of  Isaiali's  prophecies  the  story  of  HoKckiflh's  rfcovery 
is  alBO  related,  with  the  addition  tlmt  a  wonderful  'si^'  prece(b*d 
hia  restoration  to  health.  The  first  part  of  tlio  story  an  bir  as  the 
sore  weeping  of  UezekiaU  is  the  sume  as  in  the  Bouk  of  Kiu^.  It 
continucB  thus : 

Then  eanie  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  Isaiah,  saying.  Go, 
itnd  say  to  HezckiiLhj  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Uu\id 
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thy  father,  I  have  heard  thy  prayer,  I  have  seen  thy  tears : 
iHrnohl,  I  will  acid  unto  thy  iIhyb  fifteen  years.  And  1  will 
deUver  thee  juid  tliia  city  out  of  tlie  hand  of  the  kini(  of 
Assyria:  and  I  will  defend  this  city.  And  this  shall  he 
a  sign  unto  thee  from  tiie  Lord,  that  the  Lord  wit!  dt>  this 
thing  that  he  hath  spoken ;  Behold,  I  trill  brin^  again  the 
shallow  as  many  degrees  an  the  sun  has  gone  down  in  the 
dial  of  Aliaz,  hackward.  So  iht;  sun  rt'lurned  the  teji  degrees 
by  which  it  had  gone  down  on  the  dial. 

This  htory  of  tlie  sundial  becflniL-  slijililly  varied,  aud  made  bIUI 
TOOi'c  miraculous,  hi  Cflursu  of  time,  nnd  ti  later  version  of  it  han 
been  inuorporated  iti  the  Book  of  Kings  nnd  placed  immediately 
after  the  worde,  'And  they  ttmk  and  kid  it  on  tbe  boil,  and  he 
recovered.'  In  this  vtrsioa  Hezekiab  himself  suggesta  and  asks 
for  a  'liiga.' 

And  Ile/.ekiah  said  ntito  Isaiah,  Wliat  shall  be  the  aipi 
that  the  Lord  will  heal  me,  and  that  I  sljali  go  up  nnto  the 
house  of  the  Lord  the  third  day?  And  Isaiah  said,  Tliis 
sign  shalt  thou  have  of  the  Lord,  that  the  Lord  will  do  the 
thinf^  tliat  be  liath  spoken  :  shall  the  shadow  go  forward  ten 
degrees,  or  g'o  hack  ten  degrees?  And  llezekiah  anstvered. 
It  is  a  light  thing  for  the  shadow  to  go  down  ten  degrees : 
nay,  hut  let  the  shadow  return  backward  ten  degrees.  And 
Isaiah  tlie  prophet  cried  unto  the  Lord:  and  he  brouglit  the 
sluidow  ten  degrees  backward,  by  which  it  had  gone  dawn  in 
the  dial  of  Ahaz. 

People  do  not  expect,  and  ecaroely  credit,  mii-acles  in  our  own 

dayp,  but  I  do  not  think  that  this  is  nn  indication  that  they  believe 
in  God  any  the  less.  For  lie  who  rtially  helievea  that  whether  in 
life  or  iu  death  be  is  equally  in  the  hands  of  God,  he  who  really 
feeltj  that  God  is  near  him,  hue  no  need  of  miracles  or  eiji^ns.  Nay, 
more,  he  lias  no  place  for  them.  For  in  all  tliat  befalls  him  the 
conviction  is  ever  before  his  mind :  It  is  the  will  of  God.  If  the 
la^vs  uf  nature  are  tbe  laws  of  God,  one  event  is  hardly  mora 
marvelloUB  than  another.  Of  those  we  luve  one  falls  sick  and 
recovers,  and  one  falls  sick  and  dice,  and  of  one  and  of  the  other 
Itt  us  seek  to  any,  *The  Lord  gives,  the  Lord  takes ;  blessed  he  the 
name  of  the  Lord.' 

§  ■}.  The  layt  incidtnt  i_n  Hpzekinh'E  reign  recorded  in  the  Eook 
of  Kings  is  another  inatanco  of  how  histuric  evente  got  distorted  in 
those  ancient  days.     A  certain  Meroduch-holadon  had  usurped  the 
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crown  of  Babylou,  and  Le  sent  an  cmLassy  to  stimulate  He;£e1cmli 
to  join  in  a  revolt  against  Assyria.  In  this,  us  we  kiiuw,  lie 
Biicceeded.  Tims  ilie  emlwifiey  fell,  not  afU-r,  but  before  the 
Asgyriaii  inva^inn,  antl  it  had  nothing;  to  do  with  Hezekmb's 
sickness.  AVhat  tbe  prophet  Isaiah  said  ivb  regiirda  the  emhagay 
cannot  now  be  asccrtaiiied  ;  probJibJy  be  did  his  utmost  to  dissuade 
Hezekiah  from  becomin^f  a  partner  tn  the  revolt.  But  we  ratiy  be 
quite  certain  that  he  did  not  say  what  iw  ascribed  to  hira  in  the 
Book  of  Kiups  and  in  the  collection  of  bia  prophecies.  Fov  distant 
predictiong  of  this  kind  nre  totally  unlike  the  method  and  maimer 
of  the  true  prophet.  Ills  Oncats  wcrti  alwiiyii  tbreiits  fur  ibe  near 
futnre,  never  %-a5Ue  and  uumotived  tbrertts  of  wiiat  would  happen 
iu  more  than  a  hundred  years.  There  is  no  proportion  here  between 
tlie  offence  und  the  puuisLnKiit.  It  v/aa  perhaps  foolish  on  Hcze- 
kiiih's  part  to  show  the  Babylonimi  amhii&fcailors  the  trfasures  of  his 
houEe,  but  it  was  not  a  sin.  National  erile  wa3  the  retribation  of 
national  sin  :  it  was  not  a  capriciiius  punishment  sent  by  God  for 
one  man's  niomentarj'  folly.  We  may  also  hope  that  the  real 
Hezekiiili  would  have  bteu  less  tliuuglitleea  of  his  nation's  future 
Well-being  than  be  i»  here  lapreeealed.  Let  the  etory,  however, 
now  speak  for  itself. 

At  that  time  Merodacb-baladan,  the  son  of  Baladan,  Ifing 
of  Bnbyion,  sent  Ifttcrs  and  a  present  unto  liezekiah :  fur  he 
had  heard  that  He/.ekiali  hud  been  siek  and  was  recovered. 
And  Hczekiah  waa  glad  of  them,  and  shewed  them  all  the 
house  of  his  precious  thiii^,  the  silver,  and  the  ^old,  and  the 
spiees,  and  the  precious  ointment,  and  all  the  house  of  his 
amiour,  and  all  that  was  found  in  his  treasures:  there  was 
nothinj^  in  his  house,  uor  in  all  his  dominion,  that  liezekiah 
shewed  tlieni  not.  Then  came  Isaiah  the  prophet  unto  king 
Hczekiahj  and  said  unto  him.  What  said  these  men?  and 
from  whence  came  they  unto  thee  ?  And  Hezekiah  said, 
They  are  come  from  a  far  country,  even  from  Babylon. 
And  he  aaid.  What  have  they  seen  iu  thine  house?  And 
Hezekiah  an8wert;d.  All  the  things  that  are  in  mine  house 
have  they  seen  :  there  is  nothing'  auiung  my  treasures  that 
I  have  not  shewed  them.  And  Isaiah  said  unto  liezekiah, 
Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord.  Behold,  the  days  cttme,  that  all 
that  is  in  thine  house,  and  that  which  thy  fathers  have  laid 
up  iu  store  unto  this  dav,  shall  be  carried  into  Babj'lon  : 
nothing  sliall  be  left,  saitb  the  Lord.  And  of  thy  sons  that 
shall  issue  from  thee,  shall  they  take  uwuy ;  and  they  ahull 
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be  serrants  in  the  palace  of  the  kitit;  of  Rabyton.  Tlieii  said 
Hezokmh  unto  Istihili,  Good  is  the  woril  of  the  LonI  which 
thuu  hnst  sijokeu.  For  he  thought.  There  will  be  peace  and 
security  in  my  days. 

§  8.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Hezekiah,  and  all  liis  might, 
and  how  he  made  ttie  |>ool,  and  the  comhtit,  and  hronpht 
water  into  the  city,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the 
e]in)nielfs  of  the  kin^s  of  Jiulah  ?  And  Ile/ekiah  slept  with 
lii»  fatherH  :  and  Mauasseh  his  hou  reigned  in  hid  Hteud. 

This  pool  i»  kiiowu  now  aa  the  Pool  of  Siloam.  A  tunnel  cot 
ihrough  the  rock  connects  it  with  what  is  now  cnlk-d  tlie  Viji-gin's 
S])riujr,  I't'om  wiiith  the  jiool  derives  its  waiter.  '  At  ft  distftnce  of 
(ibout  19  feet  frnm  wliere  tte  tunnel  opeim  into  the  Pool  iif  Siloam, 
and  on  the  i-ijxlit-liand  sidle  as  one  enters  it,  is  an  ai-tificial  uicho  or 
tiihlet  in  the  rofii,  the  lower  part  of  wliich  is  covered  by  an  inscrip- 
tion,* wlvicli  w»s  Ural  re-discovcred  in  18S0,  some  2580  yrars  after 
it  bad  been  compi^scd  I  Thie  U  what  tlie  inscription,  which  ia 
unfortmmtply  impei-fect,  sayR : 

I .  [B*hold]  the  pier^^^ini;'  through !  And  this  was  the  manner  of 
the  pierciuj^  tiirouj^h.     Whilst  yet  [the  miiifrB  weie  lifting  up] 

z.  the  pick  each  lownrUs  hia  fplluw,  nod  whilnt  yet  there  were 
three  cubits  lo  be  [cut  through,  there  was  heard]  the  voice  of  eacb 
cali- 

^.  iug  to  his  fellow,  for  there  waa  a  fiaaiire  (l)  in  tlie  rock  on  the 
riglit  hand  .  .  .  And  on  the  dny  of  the 

4.  pierriug  throngb,  the  miners  (liUrully,  the  licwers)  bmole  each 
so  as  to  meet  hi?  ft-l'low,  piclt  agninst  pick;  ami  (liere  ilowed 

5.  the  wuter  fiora  the  source  to  tha  pool,  120D  cubits;  and 
one  hun- 

6.  dred  cubits  wiia  the  height  of  the  rock  over  thg  head  of  tfce 
miners. 

§  g.  Manasseh  was  twelve  years  old  when  he  het^an  to 
reign  ;  and  lie  reigned  tive  and  fifty  years  in  Joi'usalem  :  and 
his  mother's  name  was  Ilephzi-bah.  And  he  did  that  which 
was  evil  In  the  siglit  of  the  Lord,  after  the  ahominutions  of 
the  heathen,  whom  the  Lord  east  out  before  tlie  chihlnni  of 
Israel.  For  he  reared  up  altars  for  Biutl,  ami  okhIp  poles,  as 
did  Ahah  king  of  Israel,  ami  worshipped  all  the  host  of 
heaven,  and  served  them.  And  lie  built  altirs  for  all  the 
host  of  heaven  in  the  two  courts  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 
And  he  made  Jiis  son  to  pass  through  the  fire,  and  used 
soothsayings  and  divinations,  and   apiwiutcd   such   as   had 
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familiar  spirits,  nnd  wi/ards :  he  wrought  much  wif^kednesft 
in  the  siprlit  of  the  1/ord,  to  proioke  him  to  anger. 

And  he  set  the  gravcii  image  of  Ashturtc,  that  he  had  inude, 
in  the  house  of  wliich  the  Ltitrd  said  tn  Du.vicl  and  to  Solomon 
his  son,  In  this  house,  ;ind  in  Jerusalem,  which  1  have  choaen 
out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  will  I  put  my  name  for  ever: 
neither  will  I  cause  the  feet  of  Israel  to  wander  any  more 
out  of  the  land  which  I  i^iLve  tlieir  fathers  ;  if  oidy  tlicy  will 
ohscrve  to  do  according  to  all  that  I  have  cotninaaded  them. 
But  they  hearkened  not:  and  Manasseh  seduced  tlieni  to  ilo 
more  evil  than  did  the  nations,  whom  the  Lord  destroyed 
before  the  children  of  Israel. 

And  the  Lord  spake  by  his  servants  the  prophets,  saying, 
Because  Manasseh  king  of  Judah  hath  done  these  abominu- 
tions,  whiclj  are  worse  than  all  that  the  Aniorites  did,  who 
were  before  him,  and  hath  made  Jnclali  also  to  sin  with  his 
idols:  therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel, 
Behold,  1  bring  such  evil  upon  Jerusalem  and  Juduh,  that 
whosoever  heareth  of  it,  both  his  ears  shall  tingle.  And 
I  will  stretch  over  Jerusalem  the  Hue  of  Samaria,  and  the 
plunnnet  of  the  house  of  Ahab:  and  1  will  wipe  Jeriisalem 
as  a  man  M'ipeth  a  dish,  wiping  it  and  turning  it  upside 
down.  And  1  will  forsake  the  renuiant  of  mine  inheritance, 
and  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies  ;  and  they 
shnll  become  i^  prey  and  a  spoil  to  all  their  enemies  ;  because 
they  have  done  that  which  ie  evil  in  my  sight,  and  have 
provoked  me  to  anger,  since  the  day  their  fathers  came  forth 
out  of  Egj'pt,  even  unto  this  day. 

Moreover  Manasseh  shed  innocent  blond  very  much,  till  he 
had  filled  Jerusalem  from  one  end  to  another;  beside  his  sin 
wherewith  he  made  Judah  to  sin,  in  doing  that  which  was 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of 
Manasseh,  and  all  that  he  did,  and  his  siu  that  he  sinned, 
are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles,  of  the 
kings  of  Judah  ?  And  Manasseh  sh'pt  with  his  fathers,  and 
was  buried  in  his  sepulchre,  in  the  garden  of  U/za :  and 
Anion  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Amon  was  twenty  and  two  years  old  when  he  began  to 
reigu ;  and  he  reigned  two  years  in  Jerusalem :  and  his 
mother's  name  was  Meshullemcth  the  daughter  of  Haruz  of 
Jotbah.  And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  as  did  Manasseh  his  father.     And  he  walked  in  all  the 
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way  that  his  father  walked  in,  and  nervet]  the  idols  that  hifl 
father  served,  and  worshipped  them  :  and  he  forsook  the 
Lordj  the  God  of  his  fathers,  and  walked  not  in  the  way 
of  the  Lord.  Aud  the  scrviints  of  Anton  conspired  against 
him,  and  shw  the  kiiiij  iti  his  own  bouse.  But  the  people  of 
the  land  slew  all  them  that  had  conspired  against  king 
Anion;  Hiid  they  m:u)e  Josiah  liis  soti  kiu^  in  his  stead. 
Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Anion  and  all  th;it  he  did,  are 
they  not  uritleri  in  the  ])ook  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of 
Judah  ?  Aud  he  was  huried  in  the  sepulchre  of  his  father, 
in  the  garden  of  Vzzu :  and  Josiah  his  sun  reigued  in  his 
sl4?nd. 

The  rei^  of  Mnnasseh  waa  one  of  considemhlo  though  mournful 
impiirtauce.  The  Books  of  Kings  do  not  record  a  siagle  exttriiiU 
evffljt  tLivughout  all  the  forly-fivc  ycari*  of  his  rule.  They  must 
have  j:ansed  iu  pence  und  in  tompanitivo  prosperity.  Maiiasseh 
reiiuiiued  the  vnesnl  of  Assyria,  iind  the  Assyrian  inscriptions  speskk 
of  him  as  paying  tiibiite  to  Senna rherib'p  ,-uccesaor,  l-lsnr-luiddon 
(681-669),  ami  to  Asurbatiipiil  (66(>-62f>),  till  whoso  deatli  tho 
supreumcy  of  Assyria  over  nil  ralestiiie  was  quite  uiidit^puted. 
Bui  uucveiitful  as  Manasaeh's  reign  was  ia  'foi-cigu  poUtics,'  it 
was  oil  the  more  iuijiortaut  iuteriially  ft'om  a  rvligioua  point  of 
Tiew. 

Mauasseli  rvaa  tlie  worst  of  all  the  Judaean  kings.  Tha  coni^iiler 
of  our  Bookt^  of  Kings  idugk's  him  oat  for  apecial  aad  i-epeated 
LMiitlem nation.  The  final  overthrow  of  tlie  kingdom,  wliich  hap- 
pened fifty-five  years  after  his  death,  waa  to  our  compiler  a  deserved 
punishment  for  his  unequalled  iniquities. 

The  'sins  of  ManiiB«eh'  were  of  two  kincia  ;  religious  ami  moral. 
There  wiis  first  of  all  the  b'm  of  idolatry,  lueluiliug  in  lliat  word 
all  those  various  offences  which  are  mentioned  by  the  compiler, 
A&fiyiian  etar-worehip  waa  introduced  into  Judah  togetJier  with 
Cauuaiiitti  idola'tries.  Siiperstititius  preachers  were  in  full  vogue. 
Most  terrible  of  all  wat  the  appalling  lite,  borrowed  from  the 
Cumiunltes  and  olbers,  of  sucnhoiug  (.Inldren  to  the  divinity  in 
i>rder  to  appease  hie  wrath  or  to  secure  his  t'uvoiir.  Ahaz  had  doue 
this  already,  and  MauasBch  followed  in  his  footsteps. 

To  tlie  compiler  of  tlic  Books  of  Kings  the  religious  sius  of 
MaiiasBeh  are  the  greateBt  and  the  worst.  We  have  already 
learnt  tomething  of  his  peculiar  and  rather  limited  point  of  view. 
"Kot^  tlie  sentence  :  '  Moreover  MaiiasBi'h  ^hed  innocent  blond  very 
much,  beside  hlH  s-jn  wla^rewilh  he  made  .Ttiduh  to  !-in:'  as  if  the 
guilt  of  bloodshed  were  not  the  must  teriLbS^;  of  all  sins.     But  the 
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compiler  wns  eo  permeRted  with  the  idea  t!mt  llie  sin  which  cauaed 
nuil  thprt-fore  outwent  ftud  outweighed  all  others  was  idolatry,  that 
by  its  side  eveu  hlooclslied  took  a  second  jmd  suhordinat^  place. 

To  the  [irophetH  of  the  time  the  moral  sina  of  Mauasfleh  wei*e 
perhaps  even  uioreccndemnable  uiid  wicked  than  the  sin  of  idolatry. 
It  was  thtjy  ami  their  frieuda  and  disciples  who  deeiii  tc  have 
contributed  the  lai'^eet  thare  of  that  iiiiioceut  Wood  which  Man)iR.»ch 
shed  in  Jemsalem.  It  is  quite  probable  that  a  tiiie  fragment  from 
tm  uiikuowii  aud  unnamed  prophet  uf  Mauasseh'iJ  time  has  still  been 
preserved  to  ua.  It  in  now  found  in  the  Uook  of  Micah.  We  get 
from  it  a  vivid  and  moumful  picture  of  the  moral  conniption  of 
the  age. 

Can  a  m;in  be  pure  with  wicked  balances,  and  with  a  ba^ 
of  deceitful  weights?  For  tlie  rich  men  in  the  city  are  fuU 
of  violence,  and  the  inhfibitants  thereof  speuli  lies,  and  llieir 
tongue  is  det'eltful  iit  tlietr  mouth.  The  good  man  is  pcriKhed 
out  of  the  eiu'th,  and  there  is  none  uprii5;ht  amorifj;  inen  :  they 
all  lie  in  M'ait  for  blood  ;  they  hunt  every  man  his  brother 
with  a  net.  Their  hands  reach  only  to  th;it  which  is  evit  to 
do  it  dilifjcntly ;  the  prince  asketh,  and  the  judge  is  rendy  for 
a  bribe ;  and  the  great  man,  he  freely  ulteretli  his  niischiev  ous 
desire:  thus  they  weave  it  together.  The  best  of  them  is  as 
a  brier:  the  most  upright  is  worse  than  a  thorn  hedge. 
Trust  ye  not  in  a  friend,  put  ye  not  confidence  in  a  familiar 
friend:  keep  the  t[ooi-s  of  thy  nioutli  from  her  that  Ueth  in 
thy  lK>soni.  For  the  son  di^linnonretb  the  father,  the  daughter 
riseth  up  against  her  mother,  the  daughter  in  law  against  her 
mother  in  law;  a  man's  enemies  are  the  men  of  his  ovvn 
house. 

Hear  ye  now  what  the  Lord  saith:  Arise^  contend  thou 
before  the  mountains,  and  let  the  hills  hear  thy  voice.    Hear, 

0  ye  mountains,  the  Lord's  controversy,  and  ye  strong 
foundations  of  the  earth  :  for  the  Lord  hath  a  controversy 
with  his  people,  and  he  wdl  plead  with  Israel.  O  my 
people,  what  have  I  done   unto   thee?    and  wherein    have 

1  wearied  thee  f  testify  agaitist  me.  For  1  brought  thee  up 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  redeemed  thee  out  of  the  house 
of  bondage ;  and  I  sent  before  thee  Moses,  Aaron,  and 
Miriam.  Dost  thou  ask,  Wherewith  fihall  I  come  before 
the  Ijord,  and  bow  myself  before  God  on  high  ?  shall  I  come 
before  him  with  burnt  offerings,  wilh  caUes  of  a  year  old? 
Will  Gud  be  pleased  with  thousands  uf  rams,  or  with  ten 
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thousands  of  rivers  of  oil  ?  shnll  I  fpve  my  firstborn  for  my 
transj^ression,  the  fruit  of  my  IxKly  for  the  sin  of  my  soul? 
He  fmtli  sliewfd  tliep,  O  man,  m  hat  la  good  ;  and  what  doth 
the  Lord  rpquire  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy, 
and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God  ? 

Thus  ill  opposition  to  tlie  most  awfid  inockery  of  religion  is  eet 
the  purest  exprfssiu'D  of  it.  aad  oat  n(  the  currnption  of  the  age 
there  shinea  like  a  etar  the  purest  Ught  of  prophecy. 

'  He  hath  showed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good  ;  and  what  doth 
the  Loi'd  require  of  thee,  but  to  du  justly,  and  to  love  mercy  [or 
lovin^kinduess),  and  to  walk  huiiiljly  with  tliy  God  T ' 

But  tliere  was  somethiug  more  than  this  noble  fragment  wln'ch 
was  either  written  in  or  BU{i:g«sted  hy  the  persecutions  and  the 
idolatries  and  the  wickt'duess  of  the  reigu  uf  Manas^eh.  It  was 
the  Tale  and  Law  of  the  RetTospcct.  We  do  not  know  &y  wftom 
ihe  Ketro^pt'ct  wiis  wiitten.  But  schokre  iire  agi'eed  that  we  do 
know  wfu^n  it  waf  written.  Though  it  received  raauj  additions,  the 
hulk  of  it  was  compiled  cither  in  Mananaeh'a  reigp  or  iu  that  of  his 
successor  Josiah.  How  it  came  to  he  kno\^'D  uud  accepted  hy  king 
and  people  as  the  will  and  law  of  God,  we  are  now  to  ht-ar. 

5  lo.  Joaiiih  was  eijfht  years  old  when  he  be|[;an  to  reign ; 
and  he  reigned  thirty  and  one  years  in  Jerusnleni ;  and  his 
mother's  inune  was  Jediduh  the  dauirhter  i>f  Adiiiuti  of  Boz- 
kath.  And  he  did  that  which  was  right  hi  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord,  and  walked  in  all  the  way  of  David  liis  father,  and 
turned  not  aside  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  king  Josiah, 
in  the  eighth  month,  that  the  king  sent  Shaphan  the  son  of 
Azatiah,  the  a4:n  of  Mealmllam,  the  scribe,  to  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  saying,  Go  up  to  Hilkiah  the  ]>rieat,  and  seal  the 
money  which  has  been  brought  into  the  house  of  the  fjord : 
and  let  them  give  it  to  the  workmen  who  are  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  to  repair  the  breaches  of  the  house.  And  Hilkiah 
the  priest  said  unto  Shuphan  the  serihe,  I  ha^e  found  the 
book  of  the  law  iu  tlie  house  of  tlie  Lord.  Aiui  Hilkiah  gave 
the  book  to  Sliapban,  and  he  rea<l  it.  And  Shaplian  the 
scribe  came  to  the  king,  and  brought  the  king  word  again, 
and  said,  Thy  sei-^'ants  have  emptied  out  the  money  that  was 
found  in  the  house,  and  hare  delivered  it  into  the  hand  of 
the  workmen  that  have  tlie  oversight  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord.    And  Shaphan  the  scribe  told  the  king,  saying,  Hilkiah 
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the  priest  hath  delivered  me  a  book.  And  Shaphan  read  it 
before  the  king. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  kint^  had  heard  the 
words  of  the  book  of  tlie  law,  that  he  rent  his  chithes. 
And  the  Vmg  coinnianded  Hilkiah  the  priest,  and  Ahikam 
the  son  of  Shaphan,  and  Achfxjr  the  eon  of  Micaiah, 
and  Shaphan  the  6Ciihe,  and  Asaiah  the  kin^s  servant, 
tiavinK?  (jo  ye,  inquire  of  the  Lord  for  tne,  and  for  the  people, 
and  for  ail  Judah,  concerning  the  words  of  tliis  book  thrit  is 
found :  for  great  is  the  Mnith  of  the  Lord  that  is  kindled 
against  us,  because  our  fathers  have  not  hearkened  unto  the 
Mords  of  this  book,  to  do  according;  unto  all  that  which  is 
written  therein.  So  Hilkiah  the  priest,  and  Ahikam,  and 
Achbor,  ami  Shaphan,  and  Asaiah,  went  unto  lluldah  the 
prophetess,  tlip  wife  of  Shalluni  the  sou  of  Tikvah,  the  son 
of  Harhas,  keeper  of  tin?  wardrobe  j  (now  she  dwelt  in 
Jerusalem  in  the  eecond  quarter ;)  and  they  communed 
with  her. 

And  she  said  unto  them,  Thua  saith  the  Lord  God  of 
Isntel,  Tell  the  man  that  sent  you  to  me,  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  Behold,  1  will  bring  evil  upon  this  place,  and  upon  the 
inhabitimts  thereof,  even  all  the  words  of  the  book  which 
the  kin)^  of  Judah  hath  read:  because  they  have  forsaken 
nic,  and  have  burned  incense  unto  other  g'nda,  that  they 
might  provoke  me  to  anger  with  all  the  works  of  their  handsj 
therefore  my  wrath  shall  be  kindled  against  this  place,  and 
slutU  not  be  quenched.  But  tu  the  king  of  Judah  who  sent 
you  to  incpiire  of  the  Lord,  thus  shull  yc  say  to  hiui.  Thus 
saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  As  touching  the  words  wiiich 
thou  hast  heard,  because  tliint;  heart  was  teiider,  and  thou 
hast  humbled  thyself  before  tlie  Ltird,  when  thou  heardeat 
what  I  spake  against  this  place,  and  against  tlie  inhabitants 
thereof,  that  they  should  become  a  desolation  and  a  curse, 
and  hast  rent  thy  clothes,  and  wept  before  me;  1  also  have 
heard  tbcc,  aaitb  the  Lord.  Uehukl,  therefore,  I  will  gather 
thee  unto  thy  fathers,  and  thou  «halt  be  gathered  into  thy 
grave  in  peace  j  and  thine  eyes  shall  not  see  all  the  evil 
which  I  will  bring  upon  this  place.  And  they  brought  the 
king  word  again. 


The  real  answer  which  Hulilab  made  to  the  king's  inquiry  has 
jprobably  aut  h&iu  preserved  to  us.     For  the  woi-ds  wliicb  are  put 
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in  lier  mouth  do  not  deal  directly  witli  the  Book  of  tlie  L«w  or 
with  the  questions  of  the  king.  Frohably  HuhUh  told  Josiah 
to  trust  the  Book  nnd  to  execute  its  eniictmeiiti?.  Kor  this  is 
vhat  lie  actually  did. 

And  the  kiii^  atnit,  mid  they  j^atherfd  utito  him  uU  llie 
elders  of  Judah  and  of  Jci'iisidnn.  And  the  Umg  iverit  up 
to  the  house  of  the  Tyiird,  mih]  nil  the  men  of  Judah  and  all 
the  inhabitnnts  of  Jernsaleni  with  him,  and  the  priests^  and 
the  prophets,  and  fill  ttie  people,  hoth  small  and  screat :  and 
he  nnid  in  their  ears  {ill  the  words  ot"  the  bookof  Itie  covenant 
wliicli  wna  found  in  the  house  of  the  I>cird.  And  the  king 
Rtf>od  hv  the  [)illar,  and  made  a  covenant  heforc  the  Lord,  to 
walk  after  the  T>trd,  and  to  keep  Ids  cotnnmndnients  and  his 
testinionicB  and  his  statutes  with  all  their  heart  and  all  their 
Boul,  to  perform  the  words  of  this  covenant  tiiat  were  written 
in  this  book :  and  all  the  people  entered  int!>  tlie  covenant. 

And  the  kin^  eoniinauded  Hilkiah  the  priest,  and  the  priests 
of  the  second  order,  and  the  keepers  of  the  door,  to  bring 
forth  out  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord  all  the  vessels  that  were 
nntdc  for  Baal,  and  for  Ashtarte,  and  for  all  the  host  of  heaven: 
and  lie  burned  them  without  Jerusalem  in  the  fields  of  Kiflron. 
And  he  brought  out  the  pole  from  the  liouse  of  the  Lord, 
without  Jerusalem,  unto  the  brook  Kidron,  and  burned  it  at 
the  brook  Kidron,  and  stamped  it  sniall  to  powder.  And  he 
brought  all  the  priests  out  of  the  cities  of  Judab,  and  defiled 
the  liijB;b  places  where  the  priests  had  burned  incense,  frotn 
Gebu  to  Beersbeba.  Nevertheless  the  j>riests  of  the  bit^h 
places  came  imt  up  to  tlie  altar  of  the  Lord  in  Jerusidem, 
but  they  did  eat  their  portions  among  their  brethren.  And 
he  defiled  Topbetli,  which  is  in  the  valley  of  DLii-HIrinuin, 
that  no  man  niig-bt  make  bis  son  or  his  daughter  to  pass 
through  the  fire  to  Molech.  And  be  took  away  the  lioraea 
that  the  kings  of  Judab  had  made  to  the  sun,  at  the  entering 
in  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  ;  and  be  burned  tlie  chariots  of 
the  sun  with  fire.  And  the  altars  that  were  on  the  roof, 
which  the  kings  of  Judah  bad  made,  and  the  altars  which 
Manasseb  bad  made  in  the  two  courts  of  the  bouse  of  the 
Lord,  did  the  king  throw  down,  and  cast  the  dust  of  them 
into  the  brook  Kidron.  Ami  tbe  high  places  that  were  east 
of  Jerusalem,  which  Solomon  the  king  of  Israel  had  builded 
for  Ashtoretli  tbe  abomination  of  the  Zidonians,  and  for 
Chcmosb  tbe  ubominatLon  of  Moab,  and  for  Miicum   the 
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abomination  of  the  children  of  Ammnn,  did  the  king  defile. 
And  he  brake  in  pieces  the  pilinrs,  and  cut  down  the  poles. 

And  the  ktnjjf  coniuiiinded  all  the  jjcopic,  stivinif.  Keep 
the  paasover  unto  the  Loril  your  God,  fis  it  is  written  in  the 
book  of  this  covenant.  Surelv  there  \v:is  not  hnhJen  Hucb 
a  pnssover  from  the  i\nyn  of  the  judijes  thiit  judijed  Isniel, 
nor  in  nil  the  days  of  the  Uin|£js  of  Israel,  nor  of  the  kings 
of  Judah;  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  king  Josijih  vvns  this 
pasaovcr  liolden  to  the  Lord  in  Jpruauleri].  Moreover  the 
teraphiin,  and  the  idols,  and  all  the  aboniinations  t!in.t  wv.rr. 
spied  in  the  lainl  of  Judah  and  in  Jerusalem,  did  JoKiali 
put  away,  that  he  ini^ht  fulfil  the  words  of  the  inw  whieli 
were  written  in  the  U)ok  that  Ililkiah  the  priest  found  in  the 
house  of  tlie  Lord.  And  like  unto  him  waa  there  no  kiiijf 
before  him,  that  turned  I-o  the  Lord  witli  nil  liis  heart,  and 
with  all  his  soul,  and  willi  all  his  niifjht,  according  to  all  tlie 
law  of  MoBes ;  neither  after  him  arose  there  a.ny  like  him. 

§  II.  We  do  not  "knnw  how  nr  why  it;  was  that  the  Bonk  of  the 
Law,  which  we  have  luthei-tti  cjlled  '  Uw  CVdo  of  the  Retrospect.' 
had  btjcn  put  in  the  Teiuple.  Some  think  lliat  tliu  writer  (or 
writera)  of  it,  believijig  tbiit  sin.'h  a  Code  was  not  only  hoet  sintoil 
to  meet  the  evils  of  the  age,  but  waa  bIso  both  in  spirit  and 
intention  in  full  accordaoM  with  the  teaching  of  Moses  and  th« 
prophets,  hid  the  hook  in  the  Templa  ae  a  kind  of  dedication  to 
God,  hopingf  that  one  day  it  would  be  fouud  and  bear  ffooil  fruit. 
Many  of  the  laws  in  the  Code  were  taken  frum  other  mid  older 
collfctinns.  Some  were  mniUfied  and  ndsqited.  That  the  Code 
was  written  not  long  before  it  Wfis  found  W8  know  from  many 
reasons,  into  whicli  I  cannot  eutcr  here.  One  renaon  is  that  the 
tdolntroua  prnctlcea  which  it  forbids  nrc  just  tboai;  which  were  in 
fidlefit  vogue  under  the  reign  of  Miinasseh.  That  the  Book  of  tha 
Law  which  Hilkiab  found  and  Josiah  beard  was  the  Code  of  the 
Ketiospect  we  know,  because  (amoufr  many  other  reasons)  tlia 
reform  of  Joainb  was  conducted  on  tbu  lines  of  the  Code.  It  is 
the  Retrospect  which  forbids  poles  and  pillars,  even  in  the  wnrsliip 
of  the  true  God.  It  is  the  KetroRpeot  which  Ibrbida  the  worKlnp 
of  the  host  of  heaven.  Above  all,  it  ia  the  Retrospect  which 
suggested  and  enjoined  the  great  and  slAi'tling  innovation  of  one, 
single,  central  sani'tuary  for  all  Israel.  Hei-e,  lor  example,  i»  a 
passage  from  the  Eetroppect  which  I  have  not  quoted  before. 

When  ye  go  over  Jordan,  and  dwell  in  the  land  wlileh  the 
Lord  your  God  giveth  you  to  inherit,  and  he  giveth  you  rest 
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frum  till  yuur  enemies  round  about,  80  that  ye  dwell  in 
safpty;  then  it  aliiiU  be  tliiit  the  place  which  the  Lurd  your 
God  Rlmll  chfK)»e  to  cuuae  his  name  to  dwell  their,  thither 
shjiil  ye  briiit;  all  that  1  command  you ;  your  burnt  offerintfs, 
iind  your  sucrifices,  your  tithes,  and  the  heave  offering  of 
yuiir  blind,  and  all  your  choice  vows  which  ye  vow  unto  the 
ijord  :  iicui  ve  sUiiW  rejoice  before  the  Lord  vmir  God,  ve, 
ami  your  i»m»,  and  your  daughters,  ainl  your  inenaervaiitii,  und 
your  maidservants,  and  the  Lcvite  that  is  within  your  gates, 
fonismuch  as  he  hath  no  part  nor  inheritance  with  you. 

Take  heed  to  thyself  that  thou  offer  not  thy  burnt  offerings 
in  every  place  that  thou  scest :  but  In  the  phtcc  which  the 
Ijnni  shall  chooae  in  one  of  thy  tribes,  there  thfiu  shall  offer 
ihv  hiinit  o£Ecriiij;s,  and  then;  thou  shalt  do  all  that  I  com- 
mand thee.  Xotivithstaridintj  thou  mayest  kill  and  eat  flesh 
in  nil  thy  gates,  whatsoever  thy  soul  lusteth  after,  110001x110,^ 
to  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  thy  God  which  he  hath  given 
thee:  the  unclean  and  the  clean  may  eat  thereol",  as  of  the 
ga/t'llp.  and  as  of  the  hart-  Only  ye  shall  uot  eat  the  blood  j 
ye  shall  pour  it  ui>on  the  earth  as  water. 

Thou  tiiitycst  not  cat  within  thy  gates  the  tithe  of  thy  corn, 
or  of  thy  wine,  or  of  thine  oil,  or  the  firstlings  of  thj-  herd  or 
of  thy  flock,  nor  any  of  thy  vows  which  thou  vowcst,  nor  thy 
freewill  offtriugs,  nor  the  heave  offering  of  thine  hand:  but 
thou  must  eat  them  before  the  Lord  thy  God  in  the  place 
which  the  Ix)vd  thy  God  shnll  choose,  thou,  ajid  thy  son, 
and  thy  daughter,  and  thy  uuuiscrvaut,  and  thy  miudsei'vant, 
and  ttie  Levite  that  is  M'ithin  thy  gatea:  and  thou  slialt 
rejoice  before  the  Lord  thy  CJod  m  all  that  thou  puttest  thine 
hand  unto. 

By  '  the  place  wlucli  tlie  Lord  your  God  shall  choose/  the  Re- 
trCKpeot  nicaiis  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem. 

It  was  a  great  initovutioii.  Till  then  every  town  ar  villiLgB  had 
iifl  own  Fftiictuary,  afl  every-  tow  and  village  hne  to-day  its  own 
church.  Ill  Palestiue  people  did  not  eat  meat  frcejuently  as  we 
do,  liiicl  when  (bey  did  eat  it  the  occusiou  was  a  festival,  and  they 
ahvays  uttered  stjine  portion  of  it  hb  a  Ruorifice  to  Goii.  The  only 
CKceptitm  was  iu  the  case  of  gHiiie  or  venit^on,  bucIi  as  guzelles  or 
Larts,  which  the  CjcmiaUB  cull  Wildpret.  Sufh  aniraals  they  ehot 
Brd  ntc  ne  we  do  without  rvlifjious  rite.  Tbe  wors^hip  at  the  local 
fl-aiictuiiiies  ill  Judah  {'  high  pluvcB,'  the  writere  of  the  Ilelrospect 
and   their    succesj^ois  call    them)    was  ufteti   very   Idulatrcius  aud 
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comipl,  and  so  it  eeenied  beit?r  to  the  ctimpilen*  of  Uie  Cutio 
that  there  slmiiltl  be  only  one  place  tVir  ofterings  imd  sncrificea, 
wlitre  tlie  worsliip  could  be  mnre  easily  Buppn-ised  and  con- 
trolled. In  leturUj  the  people  were  to  be  allowed  to  eat  meat 
ID  their  homes  in  the  saiue  wny  us  tlioy  ate  venison,  wit)iou( 
religioms  rite.  Only  the  blood  was  forlnddeii.  Josioh  curried  out 
this  law,  and  no  duuht  his  refoim  seemed  veiy  hanl  and  cruel  to 
many  persons  wbi>  were  honestly  and  deeply  attncliod  to  their  own 
BRUctuaries.  Tbeii-  oveiihrow  scemod  a  Mantou  act  of  despotism. 
For  iitjw  there  wus  to  be  no  pulilio  mid  common  worship  of  God 
except  in  Jpruealem.  Thither  every  one  must  now  journey  wlio 
desired  to  make  offering  or  supplirjitinn  to  God,  and  thither, 
whether  they  wished  it  oi-  not,  were  all  to  wend  their  wiiy  mi  the 
three  great  yearly  festivals.  Men  were  urged  and  even  bidden  to 
'rejoice/  hut  it  was  to  be  in  one  pres^eribcd  place,  away  from  their 
homes  and  their  associations.  Nevertheless  the  Law  of  the  Re- 
trospect and  the  Reform  of  Josiah,  though  hard  upon  porae,  were 
of  enoi-mous  beuellt  to  Judaism  and  to  the  world,  Fur  the  nhulitiun 
of  the  eotuitry  satjctuaries  was  a  tirst  etep  in  tho  feubstiiution  of  the 
synagogue  for  the  Temple^  of  prayer  fur  sjimrice.  Tliere  came 
a  time  when  the  prohibited  sanctuary  wfts  replaced  by  a  synngoguo, 
auil  though  at  trat  the  gWy  oi'  the  Temple  overshadowed  the 
synagogue,  yet  gradually  the  glory  of  the  synagogue  with  ils 
prayer  and  praise  has  come  to  overshadow  for  ever  the  gljry  of 
any  tem]de  of  saerifice,  however  stately  and  mugnificent. 

§  1 2.  It  must  have  been  a  hitter  disappointment  to  the  reformera 
and  the  prophetical  party  that  the  jnuiis  king  Jneiah  met  with  a  pre- 
mature and  violent  death.  It  caniB  about  in  this  wise.  Upon  tho 
death  of  Asurhauipal  (G26  b.c.)  there  fallowed  ipuckly  the  collapse 
of  tho  inighty  Assyriuii  empire,  ISdbylon  revolted ;  and  aji 
Aesyrian  genernl  of  Babylonian  birth,  who  had  been  sent  to  q[uell 
the  iusun-ection,  put  himself  at  its  head  and  became  the  founder  of 
a  new  dynasty.  His  uame  was  Malmpuhis&ar.  and  wilh  iiirn  bcgius 
the  empire  of  Babylon.  Meanwhile  the  north  and  nortli-weeteru 
provinces  of  Assyria  fell  into  the  bands  of  the  Medes,  and  amid  (lU 
these  tui-moile  the  authority  of  Asayria  over  tlie  vusbj!  kiiigdoiiis  of 
the  wept  was  gradually  weakened  to  vanishing  point.  The  Medea 
advanced  and  besieged  Nineveh.  Ceui]jelled  by  the  invn&iou 
of  the  ScythiuuH  (of  whom  you  will  read  in  Herodotug)  to  raise 
the  siege  tor  a  time,  by  the  year  609  they  reappeared  nncler  their 
king  Cyaxares  before  ita  walls.  The  time  seemed  opportune  to 
Kecho  II,  king  of  Kgypt,  to  teize  those  outer  j)ortioua  of  the 
Aesyt'iau  empire  whieli  now  lay  unprotected.  He  invaded 
Pftlestino,  hoping  perhaps  to  extend  the  limitB  of  his  kingdom  even 
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to  the  baaks  of  the  Euphnites.  King  Josiah  rashly  (letennioed  to 
bar  his  pro^i-ss.  Hnrt'ly  escapt<I  hii«I  free  from  vassnlngo  to 
A^8yritt,  lie  was  not,  willing  to  ial]  iind^r  tlie  ovei  Ior(lshi(i  ol'  Kgypt. 
Necho  had  not  set  foot  on  .Tuci«ean  aoil :  but  Josiah  inarclipd  north 
to  meet  him  notwithataikding.  It  was  iu  608  B.o.  The  evil  isauo 
is  told  ia  very  few  words. 

Now  the  rest  of  the  nets  of  Josiah,  aud  all  that  he  did,  arc 
thpy  not  n-rittcn  in  the  hook  of  the  chronicles  oF  the  kiiii^s  of 
JiHijih  ?  Ill  hiK  (iiiyst  Phjirauh-iiC'L'oli  hiiiif  of  Eg^ypt  went  up 
aj^ainst  the  kiutf  of  Assyria  to  the  river  Kiiplinitcs:  am!  king 
Josiah  went  af^ftinat  him :  and  he  slen-  him  at  Mej^icldo, 
ivheii  he  had  seen  him.  Arul  his  servants  carried  hitu  in 
u  chariot  dead  From  Mej^iddo,  and  hrought  him  t«  Jerusalem, 
jirid  Imried  him  in  Siis  own  sepukhrc.  And  the  people  of 
the  laiul  took  Jehoaha/,  the  sou  of  Josiah,  and  anointed  him, 
and  made  him  king  in  his  father's  stead. 

The  Levitical  idealist  pomewhat  expands  the  story  of  Josiah'a 
defeat  Mild  death.  He  trieK  to  account  for  it,  hut  his  cxplmiation 
is  probably  uuhistoricoil.  Uettcr  perhaps  not  to  attempt  an  ex- 
planation, hut  like  the  older  liisloriuu  simply  to  record  the  fact. 
Tliei  e  are  very  nniny  iiicidcnts  in  history  for  which  no  moml  reason 
can  he  given.  We  havp  simply  to  submit  to  tlie  will  of  (Jod,  and 
it  h  foolish  to  think  that  every  misfoi-tuue  which  happens  to  a  man 
must  have  its  cause  in  some  fault  of  his  own.  It  is  perhaps  more 
than  fjolish  to  invent  s.  fault  when  none  is  apparent.  Josiali'a 
comparatively  eurly  death  was  to  him  at  any  rate  not  cecepBarily 
a.  misfuituite  at  all.  Ferhups,  aE  a  later  prophet  would  hare 
expressed  it,  he  waa  '  taken  away  hccauae  of  the  wickedness  around 
him.*  Let  us.  however,  listen  to  tlio  story  frum  the  mouth  of  our 
Levitical  idealist.  The  himentatious  of  Jt-rcmiah  (of  whom  wo  are 
soon  to  hear)  were  certainly  historical,  and  assuredly  deserved. 

After  all  tliia,  when  Josuih  had  prepared  the  tctnijle,  Necho 
king  of  Egypt  came  up  to  fight  nt  Carchemish  by  the 
FiLiphrat.es:  and  Jotiiah  u-ent  nut  agairiBt  him.  But  he  sent 
ambassadors  to  him,  saying.  What  have  I  to  do  witli  thee, 
thou  king  of  Judah?  I  come  not  against  thee  this  day,  but 
against  the  house  wherewith  I  have  war;  for  God  commanded 
nie  to  make  liuate :  forbear  thee  from  meddling  with  God, 
who  is  witii  me,  that  he  destroy  thee  not.  Neverthelees 
Josiah  would  not  turn  his  face  from  him,  hut  determined  to 
fight  with  him,  and  hearkened  not  unto  the  words  oic  Necho 
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fi-oin  thft  mouth  of  God.  and  came  to  fight  in  the  valley  of 
Megiddo.  An<l  the  archcre  shot  at  kiri^  Josiah ;  and  the 
king  SHid  to  liis  servants,  Have  me  away;  for  I  am  sore 
wounded.  His  servants  tlirrefore  tcn»k  him  out  of  tliat 
chariot,  and  put  him  in  the  second  chariot  that  he  had;  and 
they  brought  him  to  Jerusalem,  and  he  died,  and  was  buried 
in  one  of  the  sepulchres  of  his  fathers.  Atid  all  Judah  and 
Jerusalem  mourned  for  Josiah.  And  Jerejuiaii  tanu>nted  for 
Jusiah  :  and  all  the  singing  men  and  the  sinjjing  u'omen  spake 
of  Josiah  ill  their  lamentations  to  this  <lay,  and  they  \ver« 
made  nn  ordinance  in  Israel:  aiuL  behold,  they  arc  wiitten  in 
the  lamentations.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Josiah,  and 
his  pious  deeds,  according  to  that  which  was  written  in  the 
law  of  the  Lord,  and  liis  deeds,  first  and  last,  hehnlcl,  they 
are  written  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Israel  and  Judah. 

^  1^.  Jehoahnz  was  twenty  and  three  years  old  when  he 
hcgan  to  reign;  and  he  reigned  three  months  in  Jcrusali'm: 
and  his  mother's  name  was  Ilnmutal  the  daughter  of  Jeremiali 
of  Libniib.  Aim!  he  did  tliat  which  was  evtt  in  the  sight  of 
tjie  Lard,  according  to  all  tliat  his  fathers  had  done.  And 
Pharaoh- t]ectjh  put  him  in  bands  at  Riblab  in  tlie  land  ot 
Hamatli,  and  put  upon  the  land  a  tribute  of  an  buntlred 
talents  of  silver,  and  ten  talents  of  gold.  And  Phnraoh-necoli 
made  ElinUim  the  son  of  Josiah  king  in  the  room  of  Josiah 
his  father,  and  changed  bis  name  to  Jelioiakini :  but  he  took 
Jchoahaz  away;  and  he  came  to  Egypt,  and  died  tbei-e. 
And  Jchoiakim  gave  the  silver  and  the  gold  to  PJiaraoh; 
but  he  taxed  the  land  to  give  the  money  according  to  tlie 
commandment  of  Pharaoh:  he  exacted  the  silver  and  the 
gold  of  the  people  of  the  land,  of  every  one  according  to  his 
tu.\ution,  to  give  it  unto  Pharaoh-necoh. 

It  waa  likely  eaougli  tliat  Josiali's  unfortunate  defeat  and  death 
Wiiuld  bring  iibout  n  strong  reaction  against  the  rpligifiiifi  poliry 
which  he  had  ymrsued.  And  bo  indeed  U  happened,  ThoiT  wtis 
no  heed  given  durinij  tlie  twenty-two  years  whicli  still  jemaiacd  for 
the  mnnarchy  of  Judah  to  tbe  laws  of  tho  lietrospect.  And  what 
is  still  more  lament Abk',  moral  Jcgmdatloa  Boems  to  have  gone 
hand  ia  hand  with  rcligluufi  corruption.  We  must  always  rmnemlier 
that  the  party  and  cause  of  religious  purity  wltc  the  cause  and 
party  of  mora!  purity  ak  well.  The  two  thioge,  like  their  oppositet), 
wuat  baud  in  Imad. 
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The  new  kiug  Joiioiakim  i-eigned  elt^ven  years.  Of  these  years  the 
hietorian  has  very  little  to  tell  us,  hut  they  were  years  of  great 
importance  in  the  history  of  Jutiuli  iiiid  of  all  Asia.  First,  how- 
ever, let  U8  hear  our  compiler. 

Jehoiakim  was  twenty  and  five  years  old  when  he  began 
to  itigii;  and  he  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jerusalem:  and  his 
mother's  niune  wus  Zcbidah  tht;  drm^htfr  of  Pedttiiih  of 
Kuinah.  And  he  did  thut  wliich  was  evil  in  the  8ig[ht  uf  the 
Lonl,  act'ordiiij^  to  all  that  his  fathers  had  done.  In  his  day» 
Nehuchadnezzar  king  of  Bahyloii  eame  up,  and  Jehoiakim 
became  his  servant  three  yeara :  then  he  turned  and  rehelled 
cgiuiist  him.  Now  the  rests  of  the  aets  of  Jehoiakim,  and 
all  that  he  ilidj  are  tiicy  not  written  in  the  hook  of  the 
chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judali?  So  Jehoiakim  slept  with 
his  fathers;  and  Jehoiaeliin  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 
And  the  king  of  Kgypt  came  not  a^ain  any  more  out.  of  his 
land  :  for  the  king  of  Babylon  had  taken,  from  the  torrent  of 
Egypt  unto  the  river  Euphrates,  all  that  pcrtamed  to  the 
king  of  Egypt. 

ThiiB  the  supremacy  of  Egypt  ivae  not  longlived.  The  power 
of  Nabopolfwsar  of  liiil>ylon  grew  rnpiilly.  Nineveh  had  fallen 
before  Cyaxares  and  the  Modes  in  607.  Nahopulasaar  mttiried  Ids 
son  Nebachiiduirzznr  (or  Nebuchadrezzar,  as  lie  should  more 
proppfly  bi'  called)  to  Aniylis,  dfluj;]i(er  ui"  (Tjaxiires,  and  secured 
himself  towards  the  eaet,  and  nortli  hy  a  finm  alliance  with  the 
Uedcs.  He  dcterraiued  to  obtain  fur  his  own  share  of  the  spoil 
the  large  Ast^yriau  domiaiooa  of  the  west.  He  seut  his  son 
Nebucltadrozzur  ni  tho  liuad  of  an  array  against  the  Kgyptiiuis. 
Necho  advanced  to  meet  him,  and  tJie  battle,  which  decided  the 
fate  of  all  Palestine,  was  fought  out  at  Carchemisk  in  the  year 
605  B,c.  Carchemlsh,  called  in  classical  times  Circesium,  is  on 
the  Euphrates.  Look  it  up  upon  tile  niap.  as  thi»  battle  wms  one 
of  the  retdly  cventfal  battles  of  ancient  history.  The  Egyptians 
were  totally  defeated,  and  fl«d.  Nehuchadre/i^ftr  was,  however, 
coTiipelled  U>  postpone  hisi  advance  for  a  time.  His  father  had  died, 
and  he  hurried  to  Babylon  to  secure  the  Buceeasiou  aud  the  throne. 
Ketuining  to  the  army  hi  tbe  fuUowing  year,  he  moved  gradually 
forward,  aud  hy  600  b.  c.  he  was  maEter  of  all  Palestine  as  far  as 
the  borders  of  Egypt,  and  Jehoiakim,  king  of  Judah,  'became  hia 
servant.' 

The  vaaBfilage  continued  for  three  years  (601—598).  Then, 
doubtless  at  the  iuatigation  of  Necbo,  king  of  Kgypt,  Jehoiakim 
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rebelled.    Bot  Necho  waa  powerless  to  help  hito.    The  neiglibour- 

jng  stffteB  remained  fnithfiil  to  Utibylou ;  and  before  Nebu- 
cliadrezzfir  himwlf  apjiearpd  at  Jenisftlem  to  ttiHit't  a  f^uminary 
puiiisbmeut  upou  the  rtbellioua  tributui-j',  bands  of  AramHeatiB, 
Moiihitc?,  and  AmiimnileEi,  in  (runjiiiictioo  with  a  small  force  of 
Buliylouiaos  dmwn  From  "itrrisoiis  in  Pnlesttiie,  secni  l<.>  bnve 
iiiTftded  and  ravaged  Jiirlali.  In  the  niidst  of  tln^se  Iruiibles, 
Jeboiakim  died,  io  that  the  iuevitable  cud  of  the  nibcllinn  was  left 
as  a  Enoariiiul  heritage  to  his  sun  and  successor  Jckuiacliin. 

§  14.  Hbi*  1ft.  »B  pause,  for  n  H^iort  spare,  before  ciiiitiriiiiiicj  the' 
history.  It  is  time  to  gay  a  few  words  ahout  a  great  prophet  who 
spoke  and  wn>te  iu  Jerusalem  during  the  lust  twenty-five  years  of 
the  moiiajeliy.      His  tiame  waa  Jereiniali. 

Of  Jeremiah's  life  we  know  more  than  that  of  any  other  prophet. 
He  tells  ua  more  about  hiiiiBelf.  He  reveals  to  us,  if  I  may  say  no, 
BOmething^  of  the  man  as  well  as  of  the  pruphet.  llii^  words  i»ak<;  us 
realize  better  than  Ihnse  of  airy  uthur  pi-ophut  rematuiiig  tu  iig  how 
convinced  nud  nssnred  these  great  men  were  that  they  were  chnrged 
with  a  miseiou  and  message  from  God.  That  niessaffo  was  no  easy 
task.  Jeremiah  shows  us  Bonielhing  of  the  cmftict  that  frequeatly 
took  place  within  his  soul.  The  words  which  lie  was  bound  to 
speak  were  tor  the  most  pait  Avorda  of  rebuke,  of  menace  ami 
calamity.  They  exposed  him  to  peTBecution  and  danger  and  hatrfd. 
He  was  regarded  as  a  traitor  to  his  people,  an  enemy  to  hia 
country,  and  yet,  in  very  truth,  he  loved  his  people  with  a  pure 
patriot's  love.  He  would  gladly  have  remained  fcileut.  But  the 
call  gf  duty  and  of  Gud  wau  loo  strong.  At  nil  coet  and  at  what- 
ever risk  he  must  speak  the  me&sage  of  the  Lord. 

Thus  on  one  occasion,  of  which  we  shall  bear  nnon,  when  his 
plain  speaking  had  made  Lim  pass  a  ulght  in  the  stocks,  we  llud 
hicn  couiphiining : 

O  Lonlj  thou  didat  entice  me,  and  I  let  myself  he  enticed : 
thou  art  stronger  thiin  I,  and  lm.st  prevailed  :  I  am  in  (h'rision 
all  the  tiny,  every  one  inocketh  tne.  For  as  often  us  1  8[)enk, 
1  must  cry  out;  I  cry.  Violence  itnd  oppression;  therefore 
the  word  of  tlie  L>ord  has  bcL'Oinc  a  reproneh  iiiito  ine,  and, 
a  derision,  all  the  day.  Aiitl  if  1  say,  1  "ill  nut  think  more 
of  him,  nor  speak  ;iny  more  in  his  name,  then  there  is  in 
mine  heart  iis  it  were  a  burning  (ire  shut  up  in  nn'  boiiPB, 
itnd  I  am  weary  *Hth  forbeartnj?,,  and  1  cannot  withhold  it, 
I  have  heard  the  tlefaniing  of  many,  terror  on  every  side. 
Denounce,  they  say,  and  we  will  denounce  hinij  yea  even  my 
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familiar  friends,  Miey  walcli  for  my  b:LUiii[;;  ppra<i venture  he 
will  be  enticed,  and  we  shiill  prevail  against  him,  and  we 
ahikll  take  our  revenue  on  him.  But  the  Lord  is  with  me  as 
a  tnighty  one  and  a  tirrriblL' :  therefore  my  pLTsefutars  shall 
t^tinnbh',  and  they  shiLll  ]Jot  prevail :  tliey  shall  be  ijreatly 
Hshametl,  even  with  an  eierlasting  reprnach  vvliich  Bhall 
never  be  foi^otten.  But,  O  Lonl  of  hosts,  that  triest  the 
righteous,  that  sccst  the  reins  and  the  heart,  let  me  see  thy 
vengeance  on  thetn;  for  unto  tliee  have  I  connnitted  my 
eause.  Sing  unto  tlie  Lord,  praise  ye  the  Lord:  for  he 
delivereth  the  aoul  of  the  poor  from  the  hand  of  evil-doers. 

Cursed  be  the  day  whereiu  I  was  horn  :  let  not  the  day 
wherein  my  mother  bare  me  be  blessed.  C'lnned  be  the  man 
who  brought  tidings  to  my  father,  saying,  A  man  child  ib 
born  unto  thee;  making  him  very  glad.  VVherei'on;  was 
1  born  to  see  laljour  and  sorrow,  that  my  days  aliould  be 
consumed  with  shame  ? 

Jcremijdi  fplt  keLMily  the  painful  poBilion  In  which  he  was  placed. 
Bealiziiig  tliiit  it  wbh  God's  \miimgu  wticli  lie  f-pt)kt!,  hit  bid  no  pity 
for  those  who  used  liim  ill ;  be  trciUcd  them  with  scuriiaud  coutuiuety. 
He  met  imprectilinn  iiy  imprecatiun,  tcoft  with  scoR".  Tlic  weak- 
ueeses  tif  his  churactcr  ns  w.41  ae  its  great  strength  are  levealed  to 
us  in  his  book,  l>ut  we  must  x-emembpr  that  he  wafi  tKefl  ailraoBt 
beyond  eiidurtincc.  For,  as  it  would  seem,  .Jereiuiah,  in  his  most 
fuuduiueutal  vi*;wa  ami  tcacliiuna,  was  in  a  very  small  minority. 
The  burden  of  tho  pruphfls,  iti  liis  ngo,  was  carried  by  hiui  nluiust 
alone.  Yet  he  seems  tn  Jiiive  been  occttsiolially  coufccinug  timt  his 
heartrending  coniplaiats  and  liiti  revilinge  of  his  enemies  were  due 
tu  his  owa  iuimun  wtaltueaa,  and  did  not  coiiKtitute  a  true  part  of 
hie  divine  meesage.  His  life  was  a  hmely  uj»uiiy,  loujr  drawu  out. 
He  lete  \ib  have  a  glimpse  sumetiuies  into  the  deptlin  of  his  nature, 
and  witnefiB  how  hi-  pmireil  oat  his  soul  unto  God,  and  what  answer 
there  sttmtd  to  cumc  tu  him. 

O  Lord,  thou  k  no  west :  remember  me,  and  visit  me,  and 
revenge  me  of  my  persecutors ;  take  me  not  away  in  thy 
longsuffering!  know  th.it  for  thy  sake  I  have  suffered  revil- 
ing. Thy  words  were  found,  and  1  did  eat  them ;  and  thy 
words  were  mito  nie  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  nune  heart:  for 
I  am  called  by  thy  name,  O  Lord  God  of  hosts.  I  sat  not  in 
the  asBcnd)ly  of  laugliers,  nor  n-joieed.  I  sat  jdone  because 
of  thy  hand ;  for  thou  bast  tilled  me  with  indignation. 
Why  is  my  pain  perpetual,  and  my  wound  incurable,  which 
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refust'th  to  be  healed  ?  wilt  thou  indeed  be  unto  mc  aa  a 
(IccLitful  streiuu,  as  waters  that  fail? 

'rhiTi'fore  thus  saith  the  Lord,  If  thou  rt'tuni,  tlipii  will 
I  bring-  thee  afcain,  tliat  thou  niayeat  stand  bofnif  me;  and  if 
thon  bring  forth  tlie  precious  without  the  vile,  thou  shalt  be 
its  my  mouth :  they  shall  retuni  unto  thee,  but  thou  shalt 
not  return  unto  them.  And  I  will  make  thee  unto  tliia 
people  a  fenced  braaen  wall ;  and  they  shall  fight  iigainst 
thee,  but  thev  sliall  not  prevail  Jiji^dnst  thee :  for  1  am  with 
thee  to  save  thee  and  to  deliver  thee,  saith  the  Lord.  And 
I  will  deliver  thee  out  of  the  hand  of  the  wicked,  and  I  will 
redeem  thee  out  of  the  hand  of  the  terrible. 

Tliia  is  not  an  e«sy  paseiifje,  but  the  iiuportfiut  words  are  'If  thou 
britifi  forti]  the  prouious  without  the  vile.'  Tht-su  wurilw  tlie  best 
scholars  now  suppose  to  metfn  'Jf  thon  wilt  Bpeak  my  message 
j)urely,'  a8  fre«  as  poasible  from  hiimiin  wlloy.  Jeremiah  is  hiiueflf 
CQOacioua  that  tLere  Ib  a  higher  ui]d  a  luwer  fleiueat  iti  his  own 
words,  and  he  feels  that  it  is  iLe  will  of  Gud  that  he  EhuiiW  confiue 
hiuiself'to  the  highei- element,  and  speak  the  iiieBSiigeof  God  without 
any  mixture  of  human  pasBiou. 

$  15.  Jeremiah  received  the  call  to  bis  prophetical  o£Fice  when 
still  quite  youug.  Long  afterwards  ho  wrote  down  from  memory 
how,  as  he  believed,  lie  came  to  he  0  prophet  It  waa  lu  the  rrign 
of  Juhhdi,  some  five  years  before  tlie  diecoveiy  of  the  Retrospect 
and  the  great  Kefbrm. 

The  words  of  Jeremiah  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  of  the  priests 

that  were  in  Anathotli  in  the  land  of  Benjamin :  to  whoiu 
the  word  of  the  Lortl  came  in  the  days  of  Josiah  the  son  of 
Amon,  kina;  of  Judah^  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  Iuh  rei^n. 

Now  the  word  of  the  Lord  ciuiic  unto  nie,  aayiiif^,  Before 
ttiouwast  born  1  knew  thee,  and  I  sanctified  thee;  I  ordahied 
ttiee  a  prophet  unto  the  nations.  Then  sjiid  I,  Ah,  Lord 
God !  behold,  I  cannot  speak  :  for  I  am  a  child.  But  the 
Lord  said  unto  me,  Say  not,  I  am  a  child:  for  thou  shalt 
go  to  all  that  I  shall  send  thee,  and  whatsoever  I  eomnnuid, 
thtH*  thou  shalt  speak.  Be  not  afraid  because  of  them  :  for 
I  am  with  thee  to  deliver  tliWj  saith  the  Lord.  Then  tfie 
Lord  put  forth  his  hand,  and  touched  my  month;  and  the 
Lord  said  unto  nie,  Behold,  1  have  put  my  words  in  thy 
mouth:  see,  1  have  this  day  set  thee  over  the  nations  and 
over  the  kinj^doins,  to  root  out  and  to  pull  du^^n.  and  to 
and  to  throw  down  ;  to  build,  and  to  plant. 
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Moreover  thv  wtinl  of  tlip  Lord  caiiir  unto  me,  saying, 
Jeremiah,  what  sei'st  thou  ?  And  I  said,  I  see  a  branch  of 
an  nlmond  tree.  Then  suid  the  Lord  iinto  me,  Thou  hast 
well  seen  r  for  I  am  wakeful  over  tny  word  to  pci-form  it. 

And  the  word  of  the  Lortl  cume  unto  me  the  sectMid  time, 
Hiiyinf,',  Whatseest  thou?  And  I  saiil,  I  see  aseethinjr  pot;  and 
the  face  thereof  is  fmm  the  north.  Then  the  Lfird  Aitid  mito  ine, 
Out  of  the  north  evil  shall  hreak  forth  upon  .'dl  the  inhidtitants 
of  the  land.  For,  lo,  I  will  call  all  the  families  of  the  kingdoms 
of  the  north,  sailh  the  Lord  ;  and  they  shall  come,  and  they 
shall  Ret  every  one  his  throue  at  the  entering  of  the  tfiitea  of 
JeruRalem,  anil  aj^ainsf  all  the  walla  thereof  round  rihout, 
and  against  all  the  cities  of  .Tiidah.  And  I  will  hrinjj  them 
to  jud^enient  because  of  all  their  wickedaiess;  in  that  they 
have  forsaken  me,  and  have  burned  incense  mito  other  S'wlS) 
and  worshipped  the  works  of  their  4)wn  hands.  Thou  lliere- 
fore  f{ird  up  thy  loins,  and  anse,  aud  speak  nnto  them  all 
that  I  command  thee:  be  not  diRUiayed  at  them,  lest  I  make 
thee  dismayed  before  them.  For,  behold,  I  have  made  thee 
this  day  a  dctV'ucL'd  eity,  and  an  iron  pillar,  and  brusen  walls, 
a^iust  the  whole  land,  against  the  kint^g  of  Judah,  again^ 
the  princes  thereof,  atjalnst  the  priests  thereof,  and  against 
the  people  of  the  land.  And  they  shall  fight  against  thee ; 
but  they  shall  not  prevail  against  thee:  for  I  am  with  thee, 
saith  the  Lord,  to  deliver  thee. 

The  almond  tree  Ik  called  in  Hehrewthe  wakfful  tree,  becftuse  it 
awiikens  first  of  all  the  trees  from  the  sleep  of  wiuter.  It  t^eeined 
to  the  jjrijphet  that  the  syiuboMsm  of  the  iilinoiid  tree  aail  yf  the 
eeething  pot  were  put  iuto  hia  iiiiiid  bj  Gotl,  and  acuordiug  to  tlie 
meth<KlF  oC  eastern  writers,  he  clothes  thie  belief  in  a  direct  aad 
pictorial  form. 

"We  know  but  very  little  of  Jererairth's  prophetical  work  in  the 
reign  of  Josiah.  Nor  do  wc  know  whut  part  ha  played  in  the 
great  Refoi-m,  You  will  remember  thiit  the  kiag  turns  for  advice 
not  to  JpreniiBh  (he  wbs  still,  1  suppofse,  too  joung),  but  to  tho 
pr(^phote,'^s  Huldah. 

JiTfliiiiah  prolwblj  syiiipstbized  with  the  Reform  heart  and  soul. 
But  more  clearly  and  puintully  than  others,  he  reiilizpd  lliat  the 
Kefnrro,  enddenly  acli)ptrd  mid  viohmtly  luirried  out.  mlpht  readily 
suffer  shipwreck.  Ho  saw  too  that  the  refornifttion  waa  Img^ely 
outward — a  purification  of  ritual — whereas  the  moral  cornaptioa 
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conliiiueiL  Ami  no  le^iH  iliuti  AniOH,  Hosea,  hdiI  Lsaiab,  be  was 
urgent  for  gootlness  ami  rectitude  ;  uo  idolatry,  uii  Uic  Quu  luiiid  ; 
rigtiteoupneBs,  purity,  and  cotnpae-sion  on  the  other. 

§  16.  The  reaction  under  Jehoiakim  was  tIier*fore  no  eurpriao 
to  him.  His  true  hour  tiad  now  come.  Frnui  the  very  ht^'iniiing 
of  Jeh<iiakim'8  reigu  be  aaaumed  a  position  of  open  and  dctt-nnincd 
opposition  to  the  moral  conditifin  of  Judtth  and  to  the  rtiigloua 
policj'  of  the  king.  He  foretold  national  mlii  fdr  niLtionul  hiii, 
The  temple  ehoukl  he  no  protection  ag;ainBt  trmipgresfcirm.  Very 
8oi)n  too  he  realized  who  it  was  thut  sliould  piny  the  part  of  an 
iuatrumeut  iji  God'a  hand  lor  the  puniahmeut  of  hia  people,  The 
sword  of  Nebnchudrezzfir  should  strikf  the  blow:  Jtrruaalem  and 
itB  teoiple  should  fall.  The  e&oape  frum  i^unaclierib  should  not  ho 
reppated. 

Yet  even  now  there  was  slill  opportunity  (hut  Jeremiah  was 
aware  that  it  would  not  lie  liiketi)  for  salvnticin  and  peace.  As 
the  only  pogsihie  inienial  means  fur  olitftining  them,  Jneniiflli 
preached  right  en  msnesa  and  repentance.  Ceremonial  worship  and 
outward  religion  ai-e  uselesi<  and  vain;  they  arc  worse  than  ueelcss 
when  stained  and  tainted  with  idolatry.  The  teuiple  of  tlie  north 
hiul  I'aUen  throufjh  Israel's  sin,  and  now,  unless  there  wna  thorough 
amenciment,  the  temple  of  the  eotith  should  full  likewise.  As  the 
only  poeeihle  fxtemat  policy,  Jereinrah  was  always  giving  the  on- 
popular  advice  of  steady  and  piiti<>iit  snlimiswon  to  Babylon.  The 
folly  of  Jehoialtira's  rebellion  and  its  inevitable  issue  he  foresaw 
and  foretold  from  it^  beginning. 

Let  ns  now  hear  sonic  yf  hiw  actual  words. 

Thus  saitli  the  Lord :  Go  down  to  the  house  of  the  kiiiff 
of  .ludah,  iuid  apt-uk  there  this  word,  iind  say.  Hear  the  wortl 
of  the  Ijord,  ()  kin^  of  Judstli,  tliat  sitteat  upon  the  throne  of 
David,  thou,  and  thy  servants,  and  thy  people  tli;it  enter  in 
by  these  tfates.  Thus  snith  the  Lord :  Exeeute  ye  jndge- 
iTient  aud  righteousness,  unci  deliver  the  spoiled  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  oppresaor:  and  do  no  wroiijf,  do  no  violence,  to 
the  stranger,  the  fatherless,  nor  the  widow,  neitlier  shed 
innocent  blo<jd  in  this  place.  For  if  ye  do  this  tliitii^  indeed, 
then  shnll  there  enter  in  by  the  ^.'ites  of  this  house  kings 
sitting  nj>on  the  throne  uf  David,  ridijig  in  ehruiuls  rnidl  on 
Iiorses,  he,  nod  his  servants,  and  hia  peitple.  But  if  ye  will 
n(tt  hear  these  words,  I  swear  by  myselfj  aaith  the  Lord,  that 
this  bouse  sbidi  become  a  desolation. 

He  fearlessly  deuouuvea  Jclioiakim. 

Dd 
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Woe  unto  him  that  buildetli  his  lunise  by  unrighteouHiieftg^ 
and  his  chainbei-a  by  wmng;  that  usetli  his  neighbour's 
service  witliout  wages,  and  isivcth  him  not  his  hire  for  his 
work;  tliut  siiiUi,  I  will  build  mn  a  uldu  house  nnd  large 
chambers,  and  cultetli  him  out  Muiiidowa ;  and  it  in  cieled 
with  CL'clar,  and  painted  with  vermilion.  Art  thou  a  king, 
because  thou  art  eager  about  cedar-work  ?  thy  fatlier  nte  and 
drank,  but  he  did  judgement  and  jiiRtice:  then  it  was  well 
with  liitiii.  He  judjfed  the  cause  of  the  poor  and  needy; 
then  it  waa  well.  Was  not  this  to  know  me?  Haith  the 
Lord.  But  thine  eyes  and  thine  heart  are  only  turned  to 
bhjdd,  an<l  to  oppression^  and  to  viohnice  to  do  thenn.  Tiiere- 
fore  thus  saith  God  ecncerning  .TeJioiakim  the  son  of  Josiah, 
Idng  of  Judab :  They  shall  not  lament  for  him,  sayinj?,  Ah 
my  brother!  they  shall  not  hmicnt  for  him,  saymg.  Ah  my 
lord  !  lie  shall  be  l;>uried  M-ith  the  burial  cf  an  aias,  druwa 
and  cast  forth  bejond  tlie  gates  of  Jerusalem, 

■Jelioitiklin,  Hke  bo  many  raoiiarcha  of  the  East,  HCenia  to  h&YQ 
Iiftd  a  pn.=sion  for  bnildiii;;,  hnt  he  used  forced  labour,  find  paid  no 
wa^es.  Rome  people  tmaslate  '  Art  tliou  a  king  (i.  e.  is  this  your 
idtm  of  kia^'t-lup  'f)  because  thou  strivost  to  rival  thy  fiitlier  iu  cedar 
building;.'  In  that  case  the  'father'  ia  not  Josiah,  but  Solomon, 
ilfhiiifiltiin  may  he  euppoaed  to  reply,  'But  diil  not  my  father  eat 
iind  <lri]ik  (i,  e.  ■wtiB  he  not  prosperous),  ullhrniigh  he  buiit  palacesn 
of  cediirj'  Yes,  is  tli«  rejoiuder,  luit  he  did  not  only  biiilJ ;  he. 
iiIbo  did  judgement  aud  juatite ;  he  judged  the  cause  of  the  poor 
and  ni3fdy  (i,o.  he  obtained  .ju&liee  for  them).  Hence  hia  prosperity 
was  tJeservect.  ICwe  translnte  us  above,  then  '  Uiy  fatlier'  may  be 
Josiah,  and  the  meaning  is,  Art  thou  a  king  bec^lu^e  tbon  huildest 
great  piiluccs  tlirouf^h  eiuelty  aud  op]iri!fl8it>n1  Josiali,  it  la  true, 
enjoyed  outward  p]03perity.  But  why  f  Because  he  ])n}ved  him- 
pelf  a  king  indeed.  He  executed  justice  and  cared  for  the  [wjor. 
Note  the  woi  ds  '  Wn3  not  this  to  kuow  me.  Baitli  God.'  He  who  is 
pood,  who  docs  ^coiinsFS  aud  lores  it,  ig  on  the  true  pathway  to  tlie 
knowlediie  of  CJod.  It  is  the  righteous  who  «ec  Ood :  iu  other 
wrii\l9,  the  purer  riud  nobler  your  own  clai'aetcr,  the  hitler  you 
will  he  abl«  to  realize  the  living  cause  of  gooduess,  who  is  God, 

§  1 7.  Here  is  tm  iraportaut  prophcey  which  ia  twice  repeated, 
once  in  a  longtr  and  once  in  a  eliortw  form. 

The  word  that  came  to  Jeremiah  from  the  Lord,  sayiug, 

Stainl   in  the  gate  of  the  Lord's  house,  and  proclaim  there 
this  word,  and  say,  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  all  ye  of 
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Judiih,  that  eiitef  in  at  these  g-ates  to  worship  the  Lord. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  oE  ]iosts,  tlie  (jod  of  Israt'I,  Amend 
vour  wiiys  iind  your  doings,  and  I  will  tmjsp  you  to  <lwell  in 
this  pIiLce.  Trust  ye  Tiot  in  lyins^  M-ards  u-hcii  thicy  say.  The 
temple  of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  are  these.  Nny,  but  if  ye  throughly  amend  your  ways 
and  your  doings  ;  if  yc  throvij^hly  execute  judgcmi;nt  between 
II  miin  and  Ins  neighbour ;  if  ye  oppress  not  tlie  stnin^er,  the 
fatherless^  mid  the  widoii',  and  shed  init  innoeent  hlood  in 
this  phice,  neither  walk  after  other  gods  to  your  hurt :  then 
will  I  cause  you  to  dwell  in  this  place,  in  the  land  that 
1  ^dve  to  your  fathers  for  ever. 

Behold,  yc  trust  in  lying  words,  thiit  cannot  profit.  Will 
ye  steal,  murder,  and  commit  atlulti'rv.  and  swear  falsely, 
and  burn  incense  unto  R»al,  and  ivalk  after  other  gods  whom 
yc  have  not  known,  and  come  and  stand  before  me  in  this 
house,  n'liich  is  called  by  my  name,  and  say.  We  have 
escaped;  that  yc  may  dc)  forsooth  all  tliese  abomuiatiotis  ? 
Is  this  house,  which  is  called  by  my  name,  become  a  den  of 
robbers  in  your  eyes?  Behold,  I  too  so  regard  it,  saitb  the 
Lord.  But  go  ye  now  iinto  the  temple  which  was  in  Shiloh, 
where  I  set  my  name  at  the  first,  and  see  what  1  did  to  it  for 
the  wickedness  of  my  people  Israel.  .  And  now,  because  ye 
have  done  all  these  works,  suith  the  Lord,  and  I  spake  unto 
you  constantly,  but  ye  heard  not;  and  1  called  you,  hut  ye 
answered  not :  therefore  will  I  do  unto  the  house,  which  is 
called  by  my  name,  wliert'in  ye  trust,  and  unto  the  place 
which  1  gave  to  you  and  to  your  fathers,  as  1  have  (h)ne  tn 
Shiloh.  And  1  will  cast  you  out  of  my  siy;ht,  as  I  have  cast 
out  your  brethren,  even  the  M'bole  seed  of  Ephraim. 

Therefore  pray  not  thou  for  this  people,  neither  lift  up  cry 
nor  prayer  for  thern^  neither  make  intercession  to  me:  for 
I  will  not  hear  thee.  Scest  thou  not  what  they  do  in  the 
cities  of  Jndah  and  in  the  streets  of  Jcrusalcui  ?  The  children 
gather  wood,  and  the  fathers  kindle  tlie  fire,  and  the  women 
knead  the  dough,  to  make  cakes  to  the  queen  of  heaven,  and 
tfl  pour  out  drink  offerings  unto  other  gods,  that  they  may 
provoke  me  to  anger.  Do  they  provoke  me  to  anger  ?  saith 
the  Lord ;  do  they  not  provoke  theniselves,  to  the  confusion 
of  their  own  facea  ?  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God : 
Behold,  mine  anger  and  my  fury  shall  be  poured  out  upon 
this  place,  upon  man,  and  upon  beaBt,  and  upon  the  trees  of 
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the  field,  and  upon  the  fruit  of  the  gniuotl ;  und  it  Hhall 
burn,  and  Rhall  not  he  quenched. 

Thus  S(iitl)  tlie  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel  :  Add 
your  burat  offerings  unto  your  Siicrificcs,  and  cat  thcLi"  ficsli. 
For  I  spake  not  unto  your  fathers,  nor  euuiiiiuiHU'd  them  in 
the  da.y  that  I  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  E^ypt,  con- 
cerning burnt  offering  or  sacrificeH :  but  this  thing  com- 
manded 1  thcni,  saying',  01>ey  my  voice,  and  I  will  be  your 
God,  aud  ye  almll  be  my  people  :  iind  walk  ye  in  jlII  the  way 
that  1  command  you,  that  it  may  be  vrell  unto  you.  But 
they  hearkened  not,  nor  indiniHl  their  ear,  hut  walked  in  the 
counsels  of  their  evil  heart,  and  went  backM'ilrd  and  not 
forward.  Since  the  day  that  your  fathers  came  forth  out  of 
the  land  of  E^yp^  ^^'^^o  this  day,  I  have  constantly  sent  unto 
you  all  my  servants  the  prophets :  yet  they  hearkened  not 
unto  nie,  nor  incJined  their  ear,  but  hardened  their  neck  ; 
they  did  M'urse  than  tlieir  fattiers. 

And  thou  slialt  speak  all  these  words  unto  them  ;  but 
thcj'  will  not  hearken  to  thee :  thou  shalt  also  call  unto 
thcui ;  but  they  will  not  answer  thee.  And  thou  shalt  say 
unto  them.  This  is  the  nation  that  doth  ]iot  obey  nor  hearkeu 
to  the  voice  of  the  Lord  their  God,  nor  receiveth  correction  : 
faithfuijiL'ss  id  perished,  und  is  cut  off  from  their  mouth. 

Sacrifice,  according  it)  Jeremiali,  was  not  ordered  by  God.  It  is 
a  bold  statement :  for  even  the  Law  of  the  Ketiospect  preacrlbea 
certain  sacrifices,  tliouyh  in  i'ar  \u?-s  detail  «nd  with  luuch  less  stress 
than  later  and  more  piitfatly  Codes.  Hut  what  tloi-a  God'e  '  voice ' 
enjoin  if  it  is  silent  about  sacnfices  and  ritunH  What  are  his 
ways  in  which  men  sliould  go  I  To  Jeremiah  the  answer  geecned 
BO  certain  aud  obvious  as  to  ueed  uo  telUug.  It  ia  the  old  burden 
of  the  prophets.  Negatively:  no  idolatry/.  Positively:  do  jvMice, 
lovG  nierci/  and  walk  hitmhly  before  God. 

The  shorter  Tersion  of  the  prophecy  givAs  lis  ita  historical 
setting  and  issue,  and  a  very  dramatic  story  it  is.     Let  us  hear  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Jehoiakim  the  son  of 
Josiah,  kin^  of  Judah,  came  this  word  from  the  Lord,  saying. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  Stand  in  the  court  of  the  fiord's  house, 
and  apeak  unto  the  men  of  all  tlie  cities  of  Juduh^ho  come 
to  worship  in  the  Lord's  house,  all  the  words  that  >^mntand 
thee  to  speak  unto  them  ;  diminish  not  a  word.  If  so  be 
they  will  hearken,  and  turn  ever}'  man  from  his  evil  way; 
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that  I  may  repent  nie  of  the  evil,  which  I  purpose  to  do  unto 
them  because  of  the  evil  of  their  doings.  And  thou  shalt 
say  unto  them.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  If  ye  will  not  liearken 
to  me,  to  walk  in  my  tcachinj^.  nliich  I  hiive  set  before  you, 
to  hearken  to  the  words  of  my  servants  the  propliets,  whom 
I  Bend  unto  you ;  then  will  1  make  this  house  like  Shiloh, 
and  will  make  this  city  a  curse  to  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  And  the  priests  and  the  prophets  and  all  the  people 
heard  Jeremiah  speaking  these  words  in  the  house  of  tJie 
Lord.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jeremiah  had  made  an 
end  of  speaking-  all  that  the  Lord  had  commanded  liim  to 
speak  unto  all  the  people,  that  the  priests  and  the  prophets 
and  all  the  people  seized  him,  saying.  Thou  shalt  surety  die. 
Why  hast  thou  prophesied  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  saying, 
This  house  shall  \m  like  Shlloh,  and  this  city  shall  be  desolate, 
without  iidiabitant?  And  all  the  people  ^vcrc  handed  to- 
gether ajfidnst  Jeremiah  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

And  when  the  princes  of  Judah  heard  these  things,  they 
came  up  from  the  king^'s  house  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord  ; 
and  they  sat  in  the  entry  of  the  new  ;^ate  of  the  Lord*8 
house.  Then  spake  tlie  priests  and  the  prophets  unto  the 
princes  and  to  all  the  people,  saying.  This  man  is  worthy  to 
die ;  fur  he  hath  prophesied  aifjunst  this  city,  as  ye  have 
heard  with  your  ears.  Then  spake  Jeremiah  unto  all  the 
princes  and  to  all  the  people,  sayiujj,  God  sent  me  to 
prophesy  against  this  house  and  against  this  city  all  the 
words  that  ye  have  heard,  Tlierefore  now  amend  your  ways 
and  your  doings,  and  obev  the  voice  of  the  Lord  your  God  ; 
and  the  Lord  will  repent  him  o£  the  evil  that  he  hath  pro- 
nounced against  you.  But  as  for  me,  behold,  I  am  in  your 
hand:  do  with  me  as  is  good  and  right  in  vour  eyes.  But 
know  ye  for  certiun  that,  if  ye  put  me  to  death,  ye  shall 
bring  innocent  blood  iipon  yourselves,  and  upon  this  city, 
and  upoTi  the  inhabitants  thereof ;  for  of  a  truth  the  Lord 
hath  sent  me  unto  you  to  speak  all  these  words  in  your  ears. 

Then  said  the  princes  and  all  the  people  unto  the  priests 
and  to  the  prophets  :  This  man  is  not  worthy  to  die  ;  for  he 
hath  spoken  to  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God.  Then 
rose  up  certain  of  the  elders  of  the  land,  and  spake  to  all  the 
assembly  of  the  people,  saying,  Micaiah  the  Morashtite 
prophesied  in  the  days  of  He/ekiah  king  of  .ludah;  and  he 
spake  to  all  the  people  of  Judah,  Baying^  Thus  saith  the 
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Iiord  of  hdsta  :  Zimi  shall  he  plowed  as  ii  field,  mid  Jerusalem 
Btiall  become;  henp^^,  and  the  mountain  of  the  hauae  us  the 
w(H)ded  heights  of  a  forest.  Did  Hezekiali  king;  of  Judah  and 
all  Judah  put  him  at  all  to  death  ?  did  he  not  fear  God,  and 
iiita-at  his  favour,  so  ihiit  God  repented  him  of  the  evil  which 
lie  had  pronounced  ag^ainsl  tliein  ?  But  wc  are  like  to  procure 
great  evil  against  nur  own  souls. 

And  there  was  also  a  man  that  prophesied  in  the  name  of 
God,  Urijah  tlie  son  of  Shemaiah  of  Kirjath-jearini ;  and  he 
prophesied  against  lids  city  and  against  this  land  aecordlng 
to  all  the  words  of  Jeremiah.  And  when  Jehoiakim  the  king, 
witli  all  hia  mighty  men,  and  ail  the  princes,  hand  his 
M'ordSj  the  king  sought  to  put  him  to  death.  But  when 
Urijah  heard  it,  he  was  afraid,  and  fled,  and  went  into  Egypt. 
And  Jehoiakim  the  king  sent  men  into  Egypt:  and  they 
fetched  forth  Urijah  out  of  Eg^pt,  and  brought  him  unto 
.Tehoiakini  thr  king;  who  slew  him  with  thi:  aword,  and 
east  his  drad  body  into  the  graves  oP  the  ecniimon  people. 
But  tlie  hand  of  Ahikani  the  son  of  Shaphan  was  with 
Jeremiah,  tliat  he  was  not  given  into  the  hand  of  the  people 
to  put  hitn  to  death. 

The  parngraph  ahout  Urijah  seems  to  refer  to  a  different,  period. 
For  at  tiiis  point  it  is  the  jjriyi-ts  and  prophets  who  want  to  put 
Jereniitdi  to  death,  whereas  the  priucee  and  tlie  people  are  on  hie 
side. 

§  i8.  Hers  is  a  ouriuus  incident,  a  kind  of  puimUe  from  real 
life, 

The  word  which  came  unto  Jeremiah  fmm  the  Lord  in  the 
days  of  Jehoiakim  the  soil  of  Jusiah,  king  of  JncUih,  saying, 
Go  unto  tlie  house  of  the  Rechahites,  and  speak  unto  them, 
luid  bring  them  into  tfie  (louse  of  the  Lcjrd,  into  one  of  the 
clianibera,  and  give  them  wine  to  drink.  Then  1  took 
Jua/aniah  tlie  son  of  Jeremiah,  the  son  of  llaba/ziniali.  and 
hia  brethren,  and  all  his  sons,  and  the  whole  house  of  the 
Rechabitea ;  and  I  brought  tlicm  into  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
into  the  chamber  of  tiic  sons  of  Ilaiian  the  son  of  Igdaliah, 
the  man  of  God,  which  was  by  the  chamber  oi  the  princes, 
which  vFas  above  the  chain  her  of  Maaseiah  the  son  of  Shallum, 
the  keeper  of  the  door;  and  I  set  before  the  sons  of  ttie 
house  of  tlie  Rcchabites  flagons  full  of  wine,  and  cups,  and 
1  said  unto  thum.  Drink  ye  wine. 
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But  they  saul,  We  will  drink  no  wine:  far  .Ton»ilab  the 
son  of  Recliab  our  father  commanded  us,  saying,  Ye  shall 
cirinlf  no  wine,  neither  yc.  nor  your  sons,  for  ever:  neitlier 
shall  ye  build  house,  nor  aow  seed,  nor  plant  vineyard, 
nor  have  any:  hut  all  your  chiys  ye  shall  dwell  in  tents; 
that  ye  may  live  many  thiyH  iit  the  land  wherein  ye 
ajjVmrn.  So  we  have  obeved  the  voice  of  ,Tonad;d)  the  son 
of  llechab  our  father  in  all  thnt  he  charged  us,  to  drink 
no  wine  all  our  days,  we,  our  wives,  our  sous,  nor  our 
daughters ;  nor  to  buihl  bouses  for  us  to  tiwell  iu  :  neither 
have  we  vineyard,  nor  field,  nor  seed  :  but  we  have  dwelt  in 
tentSv  and  have  obeyed,  and  done  according  to  all  that  Jonadab 
our  fiither  commanded  us.  But  it  came  to  pass,  when  rs'ebu- 
chadre/./ar  kin^  of  Babylon  caiue  up  irilo  the  land,  that  we 
said,  CoLiie,  and  let  us  go  to  Jerusalem  for  fear  of  the  army 
of  the  Chaldeans,  and  for  fear  of  the  army  of  the  Aramaeans ; 
so  we  dwell  at  Jerusatem. 

Then  eame  the  rvord  of  the  Lord  unto  Jeremiah,  saying, 
Thus  saitb  the  Ix>rd  of  hosts,  the  Goil  of  Israel :  Uo,  and  say 
to  the  men  of  Judah  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  Will 
ye  not  receive  instruction  to  hearken  to  my  words  ?  saith  the 
Lord.  The  words  of  Jonadab  the  son  of  Rechab,  that  he 
conmiandctl  his  sons,  not  to  drink  wine,  are  performed  ;  for 
Unto  this  day  they  drink  none,  hut  obey  their  father's 
eotnmandnicnt:  but  1  have  constantly  spoken  unto  you  ;  anil 
ye  have  not  hearkened  unto  me.  I  have  also  constantly  sent 
unto  you  all  my  servants  the  prophets,  saying.  Return  ye 
now  every  man  from  his  evil  way,  and  amend  your  doings, 
and  go  not  after  other  gods  to  serve  them,  and  yc  shall  dwell 
ui  the  land  which  I  have  givetj  to  you  and  to  your  fathers: 
but  ye  have  not  Inclined  your  ear,  nor  hearkened  unto  me. 
The  BOiis  of  Jona<la])  the  son  of  Recliab  liave  performed  tlie 
comnuindment  of  tlieir  father  which  he  conmianded  them, 
but  this  people  hath  not  hearkened  unto  me  ;  thei-efore  thus 
saith  the  liord,  the  God  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel :  Uuhokl, 
I  will  bring  upon  Judah  and  upon  all  tlie  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem  all  the  evil  tliut  I  have  pronouneeil  against  them  : 
becauKe  I  have  spoken  unto  them,  hut  they  have  not  lieard ; 
and  T  have  called  unto  them,  but  they  have  not  answered. 

And  Jeremiah  said  unto  the  house  of  the  Recliabites, 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel :  Because  yc 
have  obeyed  the  eomniandmeut  of  Joiiudab  your  father,  uiid 
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kept  ail  his  prpee[its,  and  done  nccording  unto  all  that  he 
luitli  coiiinmnilc'd  yin«;  tlifn-furL'  thus  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  the  God  of  \s.r<w\ :  Jonmluh  the  son  uf  Rectiab  uhall 
not  want  a  man  to  etiind  before  me  for  ever. 

How  fur  this  ]  ropliecy  wae  fulfillied,  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
Bay.  Jeremiah  mny  have  spoken  it  somewhat  riishly  on  (he  spnr 
of  the  -moment  whpit  hts  coutraatLn)  the  filial  obedience  of  tliie 
Rediabiies  with  the  filial  ingratitude  and  diaoU'diyiice  of  the 
Israelites.  For  even  as  Jonadnb  wats  tho  futlier  of  the  llechiibiies, 
eo  God)  Its  tho  Aiillmr  of  tlu-ir  bein-;,  ami  as  their  Cinnrfiian  and 
Keeper,  is  the  Father  of  the?  .Tpwfi.  (Jeremiah  hanlly  rcalize«  that 
God  is  (lie  juEt  tn\d  loving  Father  uf  all  men,  caring  equally  for 
every  race.)  We  have  tu  suj^iu'Sc  that  an  uCRHsion  on  which  the 
Recbnbites  rtfused  to  drink  wine,  nt  which  Jeremiah  was  present, 
euggcsted  to  him  this  vifiihle  pymhol  ot  the  relation  ot  lurael  to 
God.  He  therefore  saw  in  that  oocafiion  an  event,  though  trivial 
in  one  sense  to  outwiird  seeming,  yet  from  ita  symbolic  meaning, 
God-ordaiuei),  and  he  does  not  hesitate  to  give  to  the  occurrence 
thu  form  of  &  divine  oommand. 

§  Tg.  Now  let  me  put  heftire  you  a  most  vivid  and  intereflting 
picture  of  a  moving  scene  in  JerHntiidi'i!  li(s.  It  also  lets  us  see 
how  h'la  propheciea  were  first  committed  to  writing. 

And  it  came  to  pMsa  in  the  fourth  year  of  Jelioinkim  the 
H(jn  of  .loainh,  king  of  Judah,  that  this  wintl  came  unto 
Jeremiah  from  the  Lf>r(lj  saying.  Take  thee  a  n>ll  of  a  hook, 
and  write  therein  all  the  ivords  that  1  have  spoken  unto  thee 
ii.s;ainst  Israel,  and  against  Judali,  and  ajj;a'Lnst  all  the  nutions, 
from  the  day  I  spake  unto  thee,  rraiu  the  days  of  Josiah,  even 
unto  this  day.  It  nuty  he  that  the  house  of  .ludah  will  hear 
all  the  evil  which  I  purpose  to  do  utit-o  them  ;  tbtit  they  may 
return  every  man  from  his  evil  way ;  that  I  may  forgive  their 
iniquity  Jind  their  sin. 

Then  Jeremiah  eidled  Baruch  the  son  of  Neriah ;  and 
Baruch  wrote  from  the  mouth  of  Jeremiah  alt  the  words 
of  the  Lordj  which  he  had  spoken  unto  him,  upon  a  roll 
of  a  book.  And  Jeremiah  commanded  Baruch,  saying, 
I  am  prevented  from  going  into  the  house  of  the  Lord: 
therefore  go  thou,  and  read  in  the  roll,  whteh  thou  hast 
written  from  my  mouth,  the  words  of  the  Lord  iu  the  ears 
of  the  people  in  the  Lord's  house  upon  a  fast  day :  and 
tdso  thou  shalt  read  theiu  in  the  curs  of  all  Judah  that  coniu 
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out  of  their  cities.  It  may  he  thev  will  present  their  gupplicii- 
tion  before  the  Lord,  and  will  return  every  one  from  his  i;vil 
M-Hy;  for  great  is  the  iuiE;cr  that  the  Lord  hiith  pronounced 
aguinst  this  people.  Aud  Barucli  the  son  of  Nrritih  di<l 
according  to  all  that  Jeremiah  the  proptirt  conitniinded  him, 
rejiding  in  the  book  the  words  of  the  Lord  in  the  Lord's 
house. 

Now  it  came  to  pass  in  the  fifth  year  of  Jeholukim  t!ie 
Hon  of  Josiali^  kin^  {)f  Judali,  in  tlie  tjinth  month,  that  ull 
the  people  in  Jerusalem,  and  all  the  pe<]ple  that  came  from 
the  cities  of  Judah  nnto  Jerusalem,  were  summoned  to  a  fast 
hpfore  the  Lord.  Then  read  Darnch  in  the  book  the  words 
of  Jeremiah  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  in  the  chamber  of 
Gemariab  the  son  of  Shaphan  tlie  scribe,  in  the  upper  court, 
at  the  entry  of  the  new  gate  of  the  Lord's  lunise,  in  the  ears 
of  all  tlie  people. 

And  when  Micaiah  the  son  of  Gemnriah,  the  son  of 
Shaphan,  had  heard  out  of  the  book  ail  tlie  words  of 
the  Lord,  lie  went  down  into  the  king's  house,  into  the 
scribe's  chamber:  and,  lo,  all  the  princes  sat  there,  even 
Elishania  the  scribe,  and  Delaiah  the  son  of  Shemaiah,  and 
£1nathan  the  son  of  Achbor,  and  Gcmariah  the  son  of 
Sliaphan^  and  Zedekiah  the  son  of  llaiianiah,  and  all  the 
princes.  Then  Micaiah  declared  nido  tbetn  all  the  M-c)r(I.s 
that  he  had  beiird,  when  Baruch  read  the  book  in  the  ears  of 
the  people.  Therefore  all  the  prirjces  scut  Jehudi  the  son  of 
Ncthariiah,  the  son  of  Slielemiab,  the  son  of  CuahJ,  unto 
Barucli,  saying,  Take  in  thine  hand  the  roll  wherein  thou 
hast  read  iit  the  ears  of  the  people,  and  come.  So  Banieh 
the  son  of  Neriah  took  the  roll  in  his  hand,  and  eame  unto 
them.  And  thev  said  unto  him,  Sit  down  now.  and  read  it  in 
our  ears.  So  JBaruch  read  it  in  their  ears.  Now  it  came 
to  pass,  when  they  had  heard  all  the  woi-ds,  they  turned 
tremblingly  one  to  the  other,  and  said  unto  Barucb,  We  will 
surely  tell  the  king  of  all  these  words.  And  they  asked 
Baruch,  saying.  Tell  us  now.  How  didst  thou  writhe  all  thesie 
words  ?  Then  Baruch  answered  them,  lie  pronounced  all 
these  words  unto  me  with  bis  mouth,  and  I  wrote  them  with 
iidv  in  the  hook.  Then  said  tlie  princes  unto  Bariicli,  Go^ 
hide  thee,  thou  and  Jeremiah;  and  let  no  man  know  where 
ye  he. 

And  they  went  in  to  the  kinsr  into  the  court ;  but  thev  laid 
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up  the  n)ll  in  the  chamber  of  Klishaina  the  scribe ;  and  the] 
told  all  the  words  in  the  ears  of  the  kinjf.  So  the  king'  sent 
Jehudi  to  Fetch  the  roll :  and  he  took  it  out  uf  Elishuina  the 
scribe's  chiimber.  And  Jcbudi  read  it  in  the  ears  of  the 
kin^,  and  in  the  ears  of  iill  thi'  princes  who  stood  ))eside  the 
ktn^. 

Now  the  king  sat  in  the  winter  house  in  the  ninth 
nioitth  :  and  tlie  hrusicr  wm  burning  before  hitn.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  \vliien  Jehudi  hud  read  three  or  four  leaves, 
that  the  kiii^  cut  them  with  tlic  penknife,  arul  cast  them  into 
the  fire  that  was  in  the  brasier,  until  all  the  roll  was  con- 
sumed in  the  fire  that  was  in  the  brasier.  Yet  they  were  not 
afraid,  nor  rent  their  gannent-s,  neither  the  king,  nor  any  of 
his  scr\'unts  that  heard  utl  these  words.  And  although 
Ehmthan  and  Dehtiuh  and  (jeniariah  entreated  tlie  king  that 
he  would  not  burn  the  roll,  he  would  T]ot  hear  them.  And 
the  king  commanded  Jerahmeel  the  king's  son,  and  Seraiah 
the  son  of  Azricl,  and  Sheleiniah  the  son  of  Atnleel,  to  take 
Baruch  the  scribe  and  Jercunali  the  prophet :  but  they  were  hid. 

Then  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Jeremiah,  after  that 
the  king  ha<l  burned  the  roll,  and  the  words  which  Baruch 
wrote  at  the  mouth  of  Jereniia]i,  saying,  Take  thee  again 
anotlicr  roll,  and  write  in  it  all  the  former  words  that  were 
in  the  first  roll,  which  Jehoiaklrn  the  king  of  Judah  hath 
bunted.  And  tf^ou  slmlt  say  to  Jehoiakitn  king  of  Judah, 
Thus  saith  llie  Lord  :  Thou  hast  bunied  this  roll,  saying, 
"U'hy  liast  thou  written  therein,  saying.  The  king  of  Babylon 
shall  certainly  come  and  destroy  this  land,  and  shall  cause  to 
cease  fruui  thence  man  and  beast  ?  Therefore  thus  saith  the 
Lord  of  .TeluiJakini  king  of  Judah  :  He  shall  have  none  to  sit 
upon  the  throne  of  David  :  and  his  dead  body  shall  Ijc  cast 
out  in  the  day  to  the  heat,  and  in  the  night  to  the  frost. 
And  I  will  punish  him  and  his  seed  and  his  servants  for 
their  itnquity;  and  I  Mill  bring  upon  them,  and  u|K>u 
the  inhabitants  of  .ferusalem,  and  upon  the  men  of  Judah, 
all  tlie  evil  that  I  have  pronounced  against  them,  but  they 
hearkened  not. 

Then  took  Jercmiali  another  roll,  and  gave  It  to  Baruch 
the  scribe,  the  sur]  of  Neriah ;  who  wrote  therein  from  the 
mouth  of  Jeremiah  all  the  woida  of  the  book  which  Jelioiakiin 
king  of  Judah  had  burtied  in  the  fire :  and  there  were  atlded 
beaides  unto  them  many  like  words. 
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Acconling  to  tte  Book  of  Kings,  Jehciiafeira  died  a  natural  deatli. 

It  is  possilik  Umt  NebucliadrcKzar,  wliuu  he  fiiun<l  tluit  tlie  punish- 
nifot  which  he  had  iuteuded  for  his  rebellioua  vassal  had  beeu 
ibrestBllcd  by  deiith^  allowed  aome  indignity  to  his  corpse.  Verlapa 
he  disinterred  it  froru  its  sfpultilire  and  cast  it  out,  ilislionoured,  on 
to  the  open  field.  Or  were  tlieae  propheciee  agaiust  Jehoiakim 
indwidually  no  essential  part  of  Jeremiaii's  inessufre  f  Even  iii  the 
pniphetic  writinga  there  is  a  higliar  and  a  lower :  we  have  to  study 
aiul  to  oift.  And  even  .Teremitih  himseir,  as  we  have  heard, 
realized  that  allny  was  mingled  with  the  gold. 

§  20.  Ou  one  occasion  the  prophet's  fearless  worda  mode  him 
pass  a  night  in  the  stocks. 

Thus  Sitith  the  Lord,  Go  and  bny  a  pottcr*s  enrthcn  bottle, 
and.  take  ol'  tin;  elders  of  the  people,  uiul  of  the  elders 
of  the  priests;  and  go  I'orth  unto  the  valley  of  Bcn-IIinnom, 
which  IS  by  the  entry  of  the  gate  of  potshenis,  and  proc-laim 
there  the  words  which  I  shrill  tell  thee.  And  thou  shalt 
break  the  bottle  in  the  sigfit  of  the  men  that  i^o  with  thee, 
and  shalt  say  unto  them,  Thus  siuth  the  Lord  of  hosts :  Even 
80  will  I  break  this  people  anil  this  city;»  us  one  brcaketli 
a  potter's  vessel  that  eannot  he  made  whole  again. 

Then  cnnie  Jeremiah  fi-oni  Topheth,  whither  the  Lord  had 
sent  him  to  prophesy  ;  and  lie  stood  in  the  eonrt  of  the  Lord's 
house,  and  said  to  all  tlie  people:  Thus  saith  t!ie  Lord  of 
hostSj  the  God  of  Israel,  Behold,  I  will  liring  upon  tfiis  city 
and  upon  all  her  towns  all  the  evil  that  I  have  pronouuced 
against  it;  because  they  hare  hardened  their  necks, that  they 
niight  not  hear  my  words. 

Now  Pashhur  the  son  of  Iiumer  the  priest,  who  was  chief 
officer  in  the  liousc  of  the  Lord,  lieard  Jeremiah  prophesy 
these  things.  Then  Pashluir  Huiote  Jeremiah  the  prophet, 
and  put  him  in  tlie  stocks  that  were  In  the  upper  ^ate  of 
Benjamin,  which  was  at  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  it  came 
to  pass  on  the  morniw,  that  Paslduir  bmught  forth  Jeremiah 
out  of  the  stocks.  Then  saifl  .lercuiiah  unto  him.  The  Lord 
hath  not  called  thy  name  Paslduir,  hut  Magor-missabib 
(i.  e.  terror  on  every  side).  For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  Rehold, 
I  will  bring  terror  upon  thyself,  and  upon  all  tJiy  friends  : 
and  they  shall  fall  by  the  sword  of  their  enemies,  and  thine 
eyes  shall  behold  it :  and  I  will  give  all  Judah  into  the  hand 
of  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  he  shall  carry  them  captive  lo 
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Babylon,  and  shall  slay  them  with  the  sword.  Moreover 
I  will  pve  all  the  stores  of  this  city,  and  all  the  profits  thereof, 
and  all  the  precious  thin^  thereof,  yea,  all  LHr  Ireaaurca  of 
the  kiiijc-s  of  Judnh  will  I  give  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies, 
who  shall  spoil  tlieiii,  and  take  them,  and  carry  them  to 
Babylon.  And  thou,  Pashhur,  and  all  that  dwell  in  thine 
house  shall  go  into  captivity  :  and  thou  shall  come  to  Babylon, 
and  there  thou  shalt  die,  and  there  shall  thou  be  buried,  thou, 
and  all  thy  friends,  to  whom  thou  hast  prophes.ied  falsely. 

§  ai.  Spoken  or  acted  parables  about  pottera  aud  their  work 
are  i-oiumon  in  Hebrew  proiihecy.  We  meet  with  another  in 
Jeromiuh  iu  »  pussjige  which  is  also  important  as  t^howiiig  tlie 
cuadiliotnd  nfttni-e  (in  the  prophetic  conception  of  the  matter)  of 
til©  divine  tlireateniiiga  and  promises.  It  is  never  too  late  to 
nit>ud,  on  the  one  band ;  but,  ou  the  other,  paefc  good  may  be 
annulled  by  pi-esent  evil.  Perhaps  thiu  doctrine,  at  least  as 
regards  the  eeoond  half  of  it,  is  truer  of  natioDB  than  of  indi- 
viduale. 

The  word  which  came  to  Jeremiah  from  the  Lord,  saying. 
Arise,  and  go  down  to  the  potter's  house,  and  there  I  will 
cause  thee  to  hear  my  words.  Then  1  went  down  to  the 
potters  bous4',  and,  behold,  he  wroui^ht  a  work  on  the  wheel. 
And  wlienaoever  tlie  \'ea8el  whereat  he  was  working  ivas 
marred,  he  made  it  again  into  another  vessel,  as  seemed 
good  to  the  jjotter  to  make  it. 

Then  the  word  of  the  ImtiI  came  to  me,  saying,  O  house 
of  Israel,  camiut  1  do  with  you  as  this  potter?  saith  the 
Lord.  Krhnhl,  as  the  clay  is  in  the  potter's  hand,  so  are  ye 
in  mine  hand,  O  house  of  Israel.  At  one  instant  I  may 
speak  concerning  a  nation,  and  concerning  a  kingdom,  to 
pluck  up,  and  to  pull  down,  and  to  destroy  it;^  but  if  that 
nation,  against  whom  1  have  pronounced,  turn  from  their 
evil,  I  repent  of  the  evil  that  I  thought  to  do  unto  them. 
And  at  one  iiistant  1  may  speak  concerning  a  nation,  and 
concerning  a  kingdom,  to  build  and  to  plant  it;  hut  if  it  do 
evil  in  my  sight,  that  it  obey  nut  my  voice,  then  1  repent  of 
the  Rood,  wherewith  I  said  I  would  benefit  them. 

Now  therefore  go  to,  speak  to  the  men  of  Judah,  and  to 
the  itihabitJints  of  .Jerusalem,  sayinji;.  Thus  suith  the  Lord ; 
Behold,  1  frame  evil  against  you,  and  devise  a  device  against 
you :  return  ye  now  every  one  from  his  evil  vny,  and  make 
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your  ways  and  your  <Toin^s  gootl.  But  they  M'ilt  sjiy,  It  is 
in  vain ;  for  we  %vill  wrilk  after  our  own  devices,  and  we  will 
every  one  execute  the  stubbornness  of  his  evil  heairt.  There- 
fore thus  aaitli  the  Lord:  Ask  ye  now  among  tlie  heathtMij 
who  hath  heard  snoh  thiiiga;  the  vii^n  of  Israel  hath  done 
ft  very  horrible  thiny;.  Will  the  snow  of  Lehanon  leave  the 
high  rock  ?  Will  the  cold,  bnbbling  waters  of  the  spring  dry 
up?  But  my  people  hath  forgotten  me,  they  have  burned 
incenac  to  vain  gods ;  tliey  have  stumbled  in  their  way, 
and  walked  in  a  path  not  east  up;  to  make  their  land 
an  astonishment,  rnid  a  perpetual  hissinj;  j  everj^  one  that 
passeth  thereby  shall  be  astonished,  and  wag  his  head. 
I  will  scatter  them  as  with  an  east  wind  before  the  enemy ; 
I  will  shew  them  the  back,  and  not  the  faee,  in  the  day  of 
their  calamity. 

§  22.  A  large  majority  of  both  prieats  and  prophets  were 
hoBtiie  to  JeremiaL.  He  constantly  Minpluins  of  thflii-  wickedaess 
and  self-delusion.  He  nloue  is  the  true  prophet ;  for  be  upeaks 
what  coats  hiui  pain  and  brin^js  him  pufi'ering,  Iii  those  days  the 
pnjpbet  of  ovil  could  alone  be  the  prophet  of  truth.    Thue  he  saya : 

An  appalling  and  horrible  thinir  is  committed  in  tlic  land : 
the  prophets  proplu'sy  falsely,  and  the  priests  rule  in  accord 
with  them;  and  my  people  love  to  have  it  ao.  But  what 
will  ye  do  at  the  end  thereof  ? 

The  priests  were  pemmiient  oflficials  with  powers  of  jurisdictiau 
and  police.  Bat  tliysc  powtTB  they  now  pxerciscil  at  the  beck  of 
the  prophetB.  Covetous  prieBts,  as  ileremifth  calls  them  (hut  we 
must  leiuenihiT  that  many  of  thiem  wera  jirobably  aot  ao  bad  as 
they  are  pftiiited),  and  tlaUcriiig-  or  deluded  piophete,  were  baud 
and  glove  with  each  other.     Elsewhere  be  says ; 

From  the  prophet  even  unto  the  priest  cverj'  one  dealeth 
deceitfully.  They  heal  the  hurt  of  the  dauj^litcr  of  my 
people  slightly,  saying-,  Peace,  peace ;  when  there  is  no 
peace. 

On  one  occaeiou  there  was  a  (freatdmu^Kl  in  .ludiiea.  Jeremiah 
dc^crihL's  itK  eflt'cls,  u]id  how  lie  prayed  to  C!od  for  the  sake  tif  his 
people.     Kirst  comes  the  deecription  ; 

Jndah  monrneth,  and  the  gates  thereof  languish;  they 
bow   down   mourning  unto   the   g-round ;    and   the   cry  of 
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Jeniftalem  is  gone  up.  And  her  nobles  have  sent  their 
lie  pen  (I  ant  8  to  the  watere :  they  iftnie  t«  the  pits,  and  find 
no  water ;  they  return  with  their  vessels  empty ;  they  are 
niihnined  and  confounded,  and  cover  their  heads.  For  the 
sake  uf  the  ground  which  is  dried  up,  for  there  is  eio  nihi  in 
the  earth,  the  ploughmen  arc  ashiiined,  tliey  co\er  their  he^ds. 
Yea,  the  hind  also  forsaketh  her  calf  in  the  field,  hecauBe 
there  is  no  grass.  And  the  wjhl  asses  stand  on  the  Iiare 
heights ;  they  snuff  u\i  the  wind  like  jackals ;  their  eyes 
fail,  because  there  is  uo  herbage. 

Tlieu  follows  the  prayer: 

O  Lord,  thoutjh  our  iidqiiities  testify  against  us,  do  thou 
it  for  thy  name's  sake:  for  our  backslidings  arc  many;  wc 
have  sinned  oj^ainst  thee.  O  the  hope  of  Israel,  the  saviour 
thereof  in  time  of  trouble,  why  ahnuldest  thou  he  as  a 
striitiger  in  the  land,  and  as  a  wayfarini^  man  tliat  turnetli 
aside  to  tarry  hut  for  a  night?  Why  shouldest  thou  be  as 
a  man  astonied,  as  a  mighty  man  that  cannot  save?  yet 
thou,  O  Lord,  art  in  tlie  midst  of  us,  and  we  are  called  by 
thy  name ;   leave  ua  not. 

But  God  answers; 

Thus  have  they  loved  to  wander,  they  have  not  refttuned 
their  feet,  therefore  the  Lord  doth  not  accept  them  ;  he  will 
now  remember  their  iniquity,  and  visit  their  sins. 

Moreover  the  Lord  said  unto  me.  Pray  not  for  this  people 
for  their  good.  When  they  fast,  I  will  nut  hear  their  cry; 
and  when  they  offer  burnt  offering  and  an  oblation,  I  will 
not  accept  them:  but  I  will  consume  them  by  the  sword, 
and  by  the  famine,  and  by  the  pestilence. 

Agftiiist  this  drend  conviction  of  In's  srml  (which  lie  feels  to  lie 
the  mcsssage  tif  God)  that  the  need  of  puiiishmtnt  is  vfry  sore, 
Jeremiah  attempta  to  protest  by  suggesting  (hat  the  fault  is  less 
the  peojile'a  thim  llie  prophets'.  They  delude  the  people.  But  the 
plea  ia  inadeqaate : 

Then  said  I,  Alas,  Lord  God !  behold,  the  pi-opheta  aay 
unto  them,  Ye  shall  not  see  the  sword,  iieitlier  shall  ye  have 
famine;  but  I  will  give  you  assured  peace  in  this  place. 
Then  the  Lord  said  unto  me,  The  prophets  prophesy  lies 
ID  my  name:    1  sent  them  not,  neither  have  1  commanded 
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'tTieni,  neither  spake  unto  thcni :  they  prophesy  unto  you 
a  false  vision  and  a  vain  divination,  iirul  the  deceit  of  their 
heart.  Therefore  thus  saith  thp  Lr)rd  conceniinc^  t!ie  prophets 
that  prophesy  in  my  name,  mid  I  sent  them  not,  yet  they 
say,  Sword  and  famine  shall  not  be  in  this  land  j  By  sword 
juid  fiiniine  shjiU  those  prophets  be  eocisunied.  And  the 
peojjlc  to  wimm  they  prophesy  shall  be  cast  out  in  t!ie 
streets  of  Jeruaiilem  because  of  the  famine  aiul  the  sword; 
and  they  shall  have  none  to  bury  them,  them,  their  wives, 
nor  theii-  sons,  nor  their  daughters:  for  1  will  pour  their 
wickedness  upon  thein. 

On  another  occasion  Jeremiah  thundera  against  the  prophets  in 
the  foUowiuK  wunls.  (Sodom  mid  Goinonah  wera  two  cities  of 
which  tlie  Klory  went  that  tLeir  iuliabitftuta  were  exceedingly 
wicked,  and  that  at  last  a  strtmge  and  eudden  destrnctioo  befell 
them.) 

Mine  heart  within  me  is  broken ;  all  my  bones  shake ; 
I  am  like  a  drunken  man,  and  like  a  man  whom  wine  hath 
overcome,  because  of  the  Lord,  and  because  of  the  words  of 
his  holiness.  For  both  prophet  ai]d  piicst  are  profane;  yea, 
in  my  house  have  1  found  their  wickedness,  saith  the  Lord. 
Wherefore  their  way  shall  be  unto  them  as  slippery  ways  in 
the  darkness;  they  shall  be  driven  on,  and  fall  therein:  for 
I  will  bring  evil  ^mxi  them  iu  the  yejir  of  their  visitjition, 
saith  the  Lord,  1  saw  tolly  iu  the  prophets  of  Samaria; 
they  prophesied  through  Biial,  and  causeil  my  people  Israel 
to  err.  But  in  the  prophets  of  Jenisalem  I  have  seen  an 
appdlinEf  thing:  they  commit  adidtery,  and  walk  in  lies: 
they  strengthen  also  the  hands  uf  evildoers,  that  none  doth 
return  from  bis  wickedness :  they  are  all  of  them  unto  me  as 
Sodom,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  as  Gomorrah.  Therefore 
thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts  concerning  the  prophets ; 
Behold,  I  will  feed  them  with  wormwood,  and  make  them 
drink  poisonous  water :  for  from  the  prophets  of  Jerusalem 
is  profaneness  gone  forth  into  all  the  land. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  Hearken  not  unto  the  words 
of  the  prophets  that  prophesy  unto  you:  they  delude  you: 
they  Bpeak  a  vision  of  their  own  heart,  and  not  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord.  They  say  still  unto  them  that  despise 
the  word  of  the  Tx>rd,  Ye  shall  have  peace;  and  they  say 
unto  every  one  that  walkelb  in  the  stubbortmcss  of  his  own 
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heart.  No  evil  nhall  comp-  upon  you.  Yon,  lie  who  staiiilelh 
in  the  council  of  tlie  Lord,  he  perceiveth  and  he-areth  hia 
word  !  He  who  marketh  his  word,  he  prodaimeth  it ! 
1  have  not  sent  tlicsc  prophets,  yet  they  ran  :  I  have  not 
spoken  to  iheiii,  yvl  they  prophesied. 

But  if  they  had  stood  in  my  council,  they  would  cause  my 
I>eople  to  hear  n»y  words,  and  they  would  turn  them  from 
their  evil  way,  and  from  tlie  evil  of  their  dotnp*.  A  God  at 
hand  am  I,  saith  the  Lord,  and  not  a  God  afar  off.  Can 
any  hide  himself  in  secret  phices  that  I  shall  not  see  hiin  ? 
aailh  the  Lord.  Do  not  I  lUl  heaven  and  earth?  saith  the 
Lord.  I  hear  what  the  prophets  say,  that  prophesy  lies  in 
my  name,  sayirij?,  1  have  dreamed,  1  have  dreamed.  The 
pntpliet  that  hath  a  dream,  let  him  tell  a  dream;  and  he 
that  hat  h  my  word,  let  him  speak  my  w  ord  faithfully. 
^Vhat  hath  the  straw  to  do  with  tlie  wheat?  saith  the  Lord. 
Is  not  my  word  like  as  u  fire?  saith  the  Lord;  and  like 
a  hiitnmer  that  breaketh  the  rock  in  pieces? 

§  2.1.  lu  spite  of  the  fact  that  Ihe  populace  was  niaiulf  ou  the 
side  uf  its  leaders,  Jeremiah's  affection  for  his  people — his 
patriotiBm.  iu  the  higher  aensc  of  the  wrjrd — shone  tLrougli  und 
mingled  with  Ins  Hnrcn  words  of  denimciation  and  i-ebuke.  Some- 
times the  two  are  Btmngely  mixed  together,  as  in  the  following 
prophecy. 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  me,  saying.  Go  and 
cry  in  tlie  ears  of  Jerusalem,  sayinj!;.  Thus  saith  the  Lord ; 
1  remendier  the  love  oi"  thy  youth,  when  thou  wentest  after 
me  in  the  wilderness,  in  a  land  that  was  not  sown.  Hear 
ye,  then,  the  word  of  the  Lord,  O  house  of  Jncob,  and  all 
the  famihes  of  the  house  of  Israel :  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
What  injustice  did  your  fathers  find  in  me,  that  tliey  went 
far  from  me,  and  walked  after  vain  gods,  and  became  vain? 
Neither  Hiiid  they,  Where  is  the  Lord  that  brought  us  up  out 
of  the  land  of  Eji^ypt,  that  led  us  through  the  wilderness, 
through  a  huid  of  de&crta  and  of  pits,  through  a  land  of 
drouglit,  and  of  the  shadow  of  deuth,  through  a  laud  that  no 
man  passed  through,  and  where  no  man  dwelt?  And  I 
brought  you  intw  a  plentiful  country,  to  eat  the  frviit  thereof 
and  the  goodness  thereof;  but  when  ye  entered,  yc  defiled 
my  laud,  and  miide  mine   heritage  au  abomination.     The 
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priests  Raid  not.  Where  is  the  Lord  ?  nnd  they  that  handle 
the  law  knew  mc  not :  the  rulers  also  transgressed  a,y;ain8t 
uie,  and  the  prupliels  prophesied  by  Baal,  and  walked  after 
tlitn^t^  thut  do  nut  profit. 

Wherefore  I  will  yet  plead  wHth  you,  siiith  the  Lord,  and 
with  your  children's  children  will  I  plead.  Fur  pass  over  to 
the  isles  of  the  Cluttiiii,  and  see;  and  st'iid  unto  Kedar,  and 
consider  diligently,  and  »ec  if  such  u  thing  hatli  happened 
even  there!  Hath  a  nation  ehani^ed  tlieir  gods,  whith  are 
yet  no  gods  t  but  my  people  haie  changed  their  glory  for 
that  which  doth  not  profit.  Be  appalled,  O  ye  heavens,  at 
this,  and  shudder,  be  ye  very  amazed,  suith  the  Lord.  For 
my  people  havt'  eonniiittcd  two  evDs ;  they  have  forsaken  nie 
the  f<mntain  of  living  waters,  and  hewed  them  out  cisterns, 
broken  cisterns,  that  can  hold  no  water. 

Here  let  me  put  togetlier  some  fragmcuts  from  VBiitmB  propliecita 
in  ivhich  Jereminh  calls  his  people  to  repentance,  or  Jatiieats  nnd 
mRTvels  over  their  siu. 

Thnu  Raith  the  Ijord  to  the  nwn  of  Judah  and  .Terusalcni, 
Break  up  for  you  a  fallow  ground,  and  sow  not  among 
thorns.  O  Jerusalem,  wash  thine  heart  from  wickedness, 
that  thou  nia}i!st  yet  be  saved.  How  long  shall  t!iy  Ihciughts 
of  iniiputy  still  lodi,''e  uitliin  thee?  Thus  »pake  the  Lord: 
Stand  ye  in  the  ways,  and  see,  and  ask  for  the  old  paths, 
where  is  the  good  way,  and  walk  therein,  and  ye  shall  find 
rest  fur  your  souls.  Hut  tbey  said,  Wc  will  not  walk 
therein.  Vet  1  had  pUiiitfd  thee  a  noble  vine,  wholly  u  right 
seeil :  how  then  art  thou  turned  into  the  degenenite  Ijranrhes 
of  a  Btratigc  vine  unto  me  ?  For  though  tlam  wash  Ihec  with 
nitre,  and  take  tliee  much  soap,  yet  thine  inicpiity  is  in- 
grained before  me,  siiith  the  Ijord  God.  Can  the  Ethiopian 
change  his  skin,  or  the  leopard  his  spots!  Then  may  ye 
also  do  gi)od,  that  an*  accustomed  to  do  evil. 

Hear,  O  earth  j  behold,  I  bring  evil  upon  this  people,  even 
the  fruit  of  their  backsliding,  because  they  have  not  hearkened 
until  my  words,  and  have  rejected  my  leaching.  To  what 
pur]]use  cotiit'tiL  there  tit  me  incense  from  ^:jllt'ba,  and  the 
sweet  cane  from  a  far  country  ?  Your  bunit  offerings  are  not 
acceptable,  nor  your  sarrilices  sweet  unto  me. 

Do  men  fall,  nnd  not  arise  ?  doth  a  man  turn  away,  and 
not  turn  back  ?     Why  then  is  this  people  slidden  back  with 
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11  perpetual  backsliding,  hoUIiiifj  fast  unto  deceit,  refusing 
U)  returu  ?  I  lifiirkened  and  listened,  but  they  spake  not 
ari[!;]it :  no  man  repcntcth  him  of  his  wickirdncss,  siiyiug. 
What  have  I  (ioru*  ?  e^rry  one  tiinictb  aside  in  Ida  course,  aa 
the  horse  rusheth  Into  llie  battle.  Yea,  the  sturk  iti  the 
heaven  Unoweth  her  appointed  times;  and  the  turtle  and 
the  crane  and  the  s^nillow  observe  the  time  of  tlieir  coming  ; 
hut  my  people  know  not  the  religion  of  tlie  Lord.  How  do 
ve  sny.  We  -are  wise,  and  the  teaching  of  the  Lord  is  with 
n9  ?  Lo,  certainly  the  fake  pen  of  the  scribes  bath  made 
it  falsehood. 

O  daughter  of  my  people,  gird  thee  with  sackcloth,  and 
walloiv  tliyself  in  a»hes :  nuike  thee  mourning,  tia  fur  un 
only  son,  mo«!t  bitter  lamentation :  for  the  apoiler  shall 
Biiddenly  come  among-  us. 

JerL-niiuliB  life  was  very  lonely.  It  was  not  for  bimj  witli  such 
a  mifcinn,  in  such  a  time  ami  amid  Buch  siirroniKHngs,  to  know  the 
joy  of  wife  and  childi-eu.  His  IouuUul'SB  scwuied  to  him  the  very 
comiuaiid  of  God. 

The  word  of  the  Lord  came  also  nnto  me,  ssiying,  Thou 
shalt  not  take  tbee  a  wife,  neither  shalt  thou  have  sons 
or  daughters  in  this  place,  iiiiter  not  into  the  house  of 
mourning,  neither  go  to  lament  the  dead  nor  bemoan  them : 
for  1  have  taken  away  my  peace  from  this  jieople,  aaith  the 
Lord,  even  lovitigkindnesK  and  mercies.  Thou  shalt  not  also 
go  into  the  house  of  feasting,  to  sit  with  them  to  eat  and  to 
drink.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel ; 
Behold,  1  will  cause  to  cease  out  of  this  place  in  your  eyes, 
and  in  your  days,  the  voice  of  mirth,  and  the  voice  of 
gladness,  the  voice  of  the  bridegroom,  and  the  voice  of  the 
bride. 

At  the  time  of  the  drought  the  prophet  hewoiled  the  preaeat  aud. 
the  cotuia^  misforiuiifs  of  hia  people,  speaking  as  one  of  them. 

Let  mine  eyes  run  down  with  tears  night  and  day,  and  let 
them  not  cease;  for  the  virgin  daughter  of  n^y  people  is 
broken  with  a  great  bi-each,  with  a  very  grievous  blow.  Ifi 
I  go  forth  into  the  field,  tlien  behold  the  shiin  with  the 
sword !  and  if  I  enter  into  the  city,  then  behold  tbem  that 
are  sick  with  fanzine!  yen,  both  the  prophet  and  the  priest 
go  ahout  into  a  land  that  they  know  not.     Hast  thou  utterlyl 
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rejected  Judah  ?  hath  thy  soul  loathed  ZUm  '  why  hast  thou 
sniittt!!!  us,  and  thpre  is  no  healiitjj  for  us?  we  looked  for 
ppjtc-c,  niKl  tliere  is  no  good  ;  Jiiid  for  tlie  time  of  hciilinjj, 
and  hehnhl  terror!  We  acknowledge,  O  Lord,  our  wicked- 
ness, and  the  iniquity  of  our  fathers:  for  we  Imvc  sJuntHl 
agitinst  thee.  Do  nut  uhhor  U8,  for  thy  name's  sake,  do  not 
disgrace  the  throne  ol  thy  glory :  reniemher,  hi-eak  not  thy 
covenant  with  us.  Are  there  any  ainong^  the  vain  idols  of 
the  nations  that  can  cause  ntin  ?  or  can  the  heavens  give 
showeis  ?  is  it  not  tfiou,  O  Lord  our  God  ?  therefore  we  will 
wait  upon  theej  for  thou  hust  made  all  these  things. 

Elsewhere  lie  breaks  out  into  paseiouate  lameufcatioii  over  thi> 
woL'e  wliici],  as  he  t'oreHees,  the  dtjomed  iiiliabitaiits  uf  Jemaoleni 
arici  of  Jtiduh  must  before  lu"g  irrctiievaVily  uudi-rgu. 

O  that  X  could  find  comfort  against  my  sorrow ;  my  Iieart 

is  faint  within  me.  For  the  heart  of  the  daujj^htcr  ()f  my 
people,  I  am  hurt:  I  nuturn;  horror  hath  taken  ludil  of  me. 
Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead  ?  Is  tliere  no  physician  there  ? 
Why  then  is  there  no  healinjf  for  the  dauffhter  of  my  people .' 
Oh  that  my  head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyea  a  fountain  of 
tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  the  slain  of  my 
people. 

§  24.  It  18  time  io  turn  back  to  the  history  aa  recorded  in  tlie 
Books  of  Ktn^s.  We  broke  it  off  at  the  pciiit  where  Jehoiiiliini 
haa  juet  died  before  the  ariival  of  Nebuchfidrczxarj  Mid  had  been 
eucci^eded  by  bis  sou  Jehoiachiu.     This  was  in  the  year  597. 

Jehoiitchin  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he  beg'an  to  reign ; 
and  he  rcigued  in  Jerusalem  tliree  months  :  and  his  mother's 
name  was  Xehushta  the  daughter  of  Khiathan  of  Jerusalem. 
And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
according  to  atl  that  his  father  hud  done.  At  that  time  the 
servants  of  Ncbueiiadnezxar  king  of  Babylon  came  up  ti) 
Jerusalem,  and  the  city  was  besieged.  And  Nehnehadnezzar 
king  of  Babylon  came  against  the  city,  and  his  servants  did 
besiege  it ;  and  Jchoiachin  the  king  of  Judah  went  out  to  tlie 
king  of  Babylon,  he,  and  his  mothei',  and  his  servants,  and 
his  princes,  and  htH  oftieers  :  and  tlie  king  of  Babylon  took 
him  in  the  eighth  year  (if  his  reign.  And  he  carried  out 
thence  all  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  tlie  Lord,  and  the 
treasures  of  tbe  king's  house,  and  cut  in  pieces  all  the  vcKseU 
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of  gold  which  Sulomnit  king  uf  Israel  had  made  in  the  temple 
of  the  Lord.  And  he  carried  awjiy  Jehoiiicliiii  to  Bahylori ; 
and  the  king's  mother,  and  the  king^s  wives,  and  his  officers, 
and  the  mighty  of  the  hind,  carried  he  into  ciiptivily  from 
JeruHulcni  to  Biibyluii.  And  idl  tlie  inuii  uf  might,  evci:  seven 
th<iimaiid,  and  cral'tHnicii  and  HiiilLtis  a  ttiimMand,  all  that 
were  strong  and  apt  for  war,  even  thpm  the  king  of  Bahyh>n 
brought  captive  U^  Babylon.  And  the  king  of  Babylon  made 
MattQiiinh  his  fatbci-'s  brother  king  in  his  stead,  and  changed 
his  name  Lu  Zedckiah. 

§  25.  ThuB  the  '  captivity '  of  Judnh  Lad  hegiin.  Some  of  the 
beet  Bad  nwrHt  cultivated  ptirtiuiiH  c;f  Uiu  people  were  now  exilea  in 
Bahyloiiiii:  among  tlicm  was  the  fiitnio  prophet  Ezekiel.  Those 
ivhn  reiimiiied  were  not  purified  eiUier  religionely  or  morally  by 
tlie  blow  whiih  hud  Itelabea  the  slate.  It  wcmUl  ncem  tJiat  the 
religiouH  niid  moral  coiidition  of  Judali  had  never  been  worse  thaji 
under  ihi!  rifigu  of  it»  liist  king,  ,Teremitth  fjxtd  liia  hopes  upon 
tho  captives  in  LiHbyloaiii.  Jn  liays  to  come  ttu-ir  childreu  (ibould 
l»e  r^iiti>r*>d  to  the  soil  of  .ludiiea.  For  the  piesent  let  th*-m  bat 
leiivtiin  peaceful  nuhjectfi  of  Bjihyloa  ;  juat  a«  the  last  and  only  I'niut 
liopo  for  Zedekiuh  is  absolute  and  uarceistiag  eabniiiiaioD  to 
Babylon.  But  Ibis  absolute  and  uureaistlug  BubnussioD  the  foolish 
omnisoUors  of  poor  young  Zcdfkiah  {vn  roi  fainianl,  as  be  lias  been 
oalk'd)  were  determined  that  be  ehould  not  yield.  Audmasadurs  from 
tbn  neif^hbouriug  petty  states  appeared  in  Jeriifalem  to  arrjinge 
and  persuade  a  Iresh  alliaucc,  leading  to  a  frcsli  rc1;elliou-  Once 
Uiorc  Jeremiah  makes  his  vOLi:e  heard. 

The  Lord  shewed  me,  and,  behold,  two  baskets  of  figs 
were  set  before  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  after  that  Nebu- 
chadne/zar  king  of  Babjlon  had  curried  away  captive 
Jeconiah  the  son  of  JchoiaUim  king  of  Juda!i,  and  the 
princes  of  Judahy  with  the  craftsmen  arid  rttniths,  from 
Jerusalenj,  and  had  brought  them  to  Babylon.  One  basket 
had  very  good  figs,  even  like  the  figs  that  are  first  ripe:  and 
the  otlier  basket  had  very  naughty  ilgs,  which  could  not  bo3 
eaten,  they  were  so  bad.  Then  said  the  Ijord  unto  me, 
What  seest  thou,  Jeremiah?  And  I  said,  Figs;  the  good 
tigs,  very  good ;  and  tlie  evil,  very  evil,  that  cannot  be  eaten, 
they  arc  so  evil. 

Again  the  word  of  the  Ixjrd  came  unto  mc,  saying,  Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel;  Ukc  these  good  figs,  no 
will  I  acknowledge  them  tiiat  are  carried  away  captive  of] 
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Judith,  whom  I  Tiave  sent  out  of  this  place  into  the  land 
of  the  Chiildeans,  For  their  good.  For  1  will  set  mine  eyea 
upon  then]  for  jfood,  and  1  will  bring  them  again  to  thia 
land :  and  I  will  build  them,  and  not  pull  tliem  dow^l ;  and 
I  will  plant  them,  and  not  pluck  them  up.  And  I  will  give 
them  an  heart  to  know  me,  that  I  am  the  Lord :  and  they 
shiiU  be  my  puoplc,  and  I  will  be  their  God :  for  tlicv  shall 
return  unto  me  iii'ith  their  whole  licart. 

And  as  the  evil  figs,  which  cannot  be  eaten,  they  are  so 
evil ;  surely  thus  saith  the  Lord,  So  will  I  make  Zedokiah 
the  king  of  Judah,  and  his  princes,  and  the  residue  of 
Jerusalem,  that  reniain  in  thia  land,  and  them  that  dwell 
in  the  lainl  of  Egypt:  and  I  will  make  them  a  siniddcring 
unto  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  a  repmach  and  a  proverb, 
a  tauTit  and  a  eurse,  in  all  places  whither  I  shall  drive  them. 
And  I  \vi\i  send  the  sword,  the  famine,  and  the  pestilence, 
amonj[r  them,  till  they  be  cormumcd  from  off  the  land  that 
1  gave  unto  them  and  to  their  fathers. 

Now  these  are  the  wnnis  of  the  letter  that  Jeremiah  the 
prophet  sent  from  Jerusalem  unto  the  elders,  and  to  the 
priests,  and  to  the  prophets,  and  to  all  the  people,  whom 
Nebuchadnezzar  had  carriL-d  away  captive  from  Jerusalem  to 
Babylon :  by  the  han<l  of  Klasah  the  son  of  Shaphaii,  and 
Gemariah  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  (whom  Zedekiah  king  of  Judah 
sent  unto  Babylon  to  Nebuchadnezzar  king  oi  Babylon,) 
saying,  Thus  saitli  the  Loi-d  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel,  unto 
all  whom  I  have  caused  to  he  carried  away  captive  Fiom  Jeru- 
salem unto  Babjloi] :  Build  ye  houses,  and  dwell  in  ttiem ; 
and  plant  gardens,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  them  ;  take  ye  wives, 
and  beget  sons  and  daughters ;  find  take  wives  for  yonr  sons, 
and  give  your  daughters  to  husbands,  that  they  may  hear 
sons  an<l  daughters;  that  yu  may  be  increased  there,  and  not 
diminished.  And  seek  the  pL-ace  of  the  city  whither  1  have 
caused  you  to  be  carrie<l  aivay  captiie,  and  pniy  unto  the 
Loi-d  for  it :  fur  in  the  peace  thereof  shall  ye  have  peace. 

For  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel:  Let 
not  your  prophets  that  be  in  the  midst  of  you,  and  your 
divitiers,  deceive  you,  neither  hejirken  ye  to  your  dreams  which 
ye  dream.  For  tlu-y  prophesy  fiilselv  unto  you  in  my  name: 
1  have  not  sent  theui,  saith  the  Ixird.  For  thus  saith  tlie 
Lordj  After  seventy  years  he  accomplished  for  Babylon,  1  will 
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*nsit  ynu,  jukI  porform  my  good  word  to«';irtl  yon,  in  caiisinjf 

Jou  to  return  to  tins  plact*.  F<»r  1  know  tlic  tliuui^hls  thut 
think  toward  you,  suitli  tlu'  Lord,  thouglita  of  prnc:c,  and 
not  of  enl,  to  gtvp  you  liope  iitid  futurity.  And  if  ye  fall 
upon  me,  I  will  hearken  unto  you.  And  if  ye  seek  me,  ye 
shuU  find  mc,wlien  ye  sliiill  search  lor  nie  with  nil  your  heart. 

In  the  fourth  ypnr  of  the  rci^n  of  Zedi'kiidi  kinL;  of  Judah 
came  this  word  unto  Jeremiah  from  the  J<ord.  sayinj;^.  Thus 
aaith  the  fjord  to  ine :  Make  thee  Kinds  and  yokes,  ami  put 
thent  upon  thy  neck ;  acul  send  ttiem  to  tlie  king  of  Edom, 
and  to  the  kiufi  of  Moah,  and  to  the  kiuif  of  the  children  of 
Atnmon,  and  to  the  king  of  Tyre,  and  to  tlie  king  of  Zidon, 
by  the  hand  of  tlie  messengers  who  are  come  to  Jerusalem 
unto  Zedekiah  kini^  of  Judah  ;  and  bid  them  say  unto  their 
uiHstcrs,  Tlius  saith  the  Lord  of  busts,  the  God  of  Israel: 
Thus  shall  yt-  say  unto  your  masters;  I  have  made  the  earth, 
the  man  and  the  heast  tJiat  are  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  hy 
my  great  power  and  by  my  outstretched  arm ;  and  I  give  it 
unto  whont  it  secnieth  meet  unto  me.  And  now  have  I  jpven 
alt  these  lands  into  the  iiand  of  NcJjucbailnczzar  the  king  of 
Babylon,  my  servant ;  and  the  lieasts  of  the  field  also  have 
I  given  him  to  sene  him. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  the  nation  and  the 
kingdom  which  will  not  put  tlicir  neck  under  tlic  yoke 
of  the  king  of  Babylon,  that  nation  will  I  punish,  saith 
the  Ivord,  with  the  sword,  and  witli  the  famine,  and  M'ith 
the  pc'stilencp,  iintil  I  have  consumed  them.  Therefore 
hearken  ye  nf)t  to  your  prophets,  nor  to  your  divinere, 
nor  to  your  dreams,  nor  to  your  soothsayers,  nor  to  your 
sorcerers,  who  speak  unto  you,  saying,  Ye  shall  not  serve  the 
king  of  Babylon  :  for  they  prophesy  a  lie  unto  you,  to  remove 
y<m  far  fr«>m  your  land.  But  the  nation  that  sliall  bring 
their  neck  under  the  yoke  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  serve 
him,  that  nation  will  I  let  remain  in  their  o^vn  land,  saith  the 
Lord;  and  they  shall  till  it,  and  dwell  therein. 

So  I  spake  to  Zedekiah  king  of  Jiidab  according  to  all 
these  words,  saying,  Bring  your  necks  under  the  yoke  of  the 
king  of  Babylon,  and  serve  him  and  his  people,  and  live. 
Why  will  ye  die,  thou  and  thy  people,  by  tlie  sword,  by  the 
famijLc,  and  by  the  pestilence,  as  the  Lord  hath  spoken 
ugainst  the  nation  that  uill  not  serve  the  king  of  Babylou  } 
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Hearken  not  unto  the  words  of  the  prophets  that  speak  unto 
ynu.  Haying,  Ye  shfill  not  RiT\e  the  king  of  Babyhjti :  for 
thty  prophesy  a  lie  unto  yon.  For  1  hare  not  sent  them, 
saith  the  IjOkI,  but  they  prophesy  lyingly  in  nty  name;  that 
I  niifjht  drive  you  out,  and  that  ye  might  perish,  ye,  and  the 
prophets  that  prophesy  unto  you. 

Also  1  spake  to  the  priests  and  to  all  this  people,  saying-, 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  Hearken  not  to  the  words  of  your 
projihets  that  prophesy  unto  you,  savin,!,'!  Behold,  the  vessels 
of  the  Lortl's  house  shall  he  hrouj^ht  attain  from  Dahylun : 
i'or  they  pnjphesy  a  lie  unto  you.  Hearken  not  unto 
them ;  ser^'e  the  king  of  Baliylon,  ami  live :  uherefore 
should  this  city  he  laid  waste  ?  But  if  thev  he  prophets, 
and  if  the  word  of  the  Loi-d  be  with  them,  let  them 
now  make  intercession  to  the  Lord  of  hosts,  that  tlie 
vessels  which  are  left  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the 
house  of  tlie  kin^r  of  .Fudah.  and  at  Jerusalem,  go  not  to 
Bahylon.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  liosts  eoncerniiig  the 
pillars,  and  concerning  the  brascu  sea,  and  concerning  the 
bases,  and  cojicerning  the  residue  of  the  vessels  that  are  left 
in  this  city,  which  Nebuchadnez-zar  king  of  Babylon  took 
not,  when  he  carried  away  captive  Jelioiachin,  the  son  of 
Jehoiakim,  king  of  Judah,  fi-oiu  Jerusalem  t»  Babylon,  and 
all  the  nobles  of  Judah  and  Jerusiilem  ;  yea,  tiius  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel :  Tliey  shall  be  carried  to 
Babylon,  and  there  shall  thev  he,  until  the  day  that  1  visit 
them,  saitfi  the  Lord;  then  will  I  bring  them  up,  and  restore 
them  to  this  place. 

And  it  came  to  pass  the  same  year,  the  fourth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Zedekiah,  king  of  Judah,  in  the  fifth  month,  that 
Hananiah  the  son  of  Azzur  the  prophet,  spake  unto  lue  in 
the  liouse  of  the  L(trd,  in  the  presence  of  the  priests  atul  of 
all  the  people,  saying.  Thus  speaketh  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the 
God  of  Israel,  saying,  I  have  broken  the  yoke  of  the  king  of 
Babylon.  Within  two  full  years  will  I  bring  again  into  this 
phtce  nil  the  vessels  of  the  Lord's  house,  that  Nebuchadnez-zar 
king  of  Babylon  took  away  fonn  this  place,  and  carried  them 
to  Babylon  :  and  I  will  bring  again  Uy  this  place  Jehoiacbiu 
the  son  of  Jehoiakim,  king  of  Judah,  with  all  the  captives 
of  Judah,  that  went  to  Babylon,  saith  the  Lord :  for  I  will 
break  the  yoke  of  the  king  of  Babylon. 


424 


THE   BIBLE    FOR    HOME    READING 


I 


Then  the  prophet.  Jerpntiah  siiid  unto  the  prophet 
Hananiah  in  the  presence  of  the  priests,  and  in  the  presence 
of  Jill  the  people  that  stood  in  the  house  of  the  Ijord.  Amen : 
the  Lord  do  so  :  the  Lord  perform  tliy  words  which  thou 
hast  prop}ift*ie<!,  to  bring  again  the  vessels  of  the  Lord's 
house,,  and  all  that  is  carried  away  captive,  from  Babylon 
unto  this  place.  Nevertheless  hear  thou  now  this  word  that 
1  speak  in  thine  cars,  and  in  the  ears  of  all  the  people  :  the 
prophets  that  have  been  before  me  mid  before  tliee  of  old 
prophesied  against  many  countries,  and  against  great  king- 
doms, of  war,  and  of  evil,  and  of  pestilence.  But  the 
prophet  who  prophesieth  of  peace,  when  his  word  eometh  to 
pass,  shall  be  known  as  the  prophet  whom  the  Lord  hath 
truly  sent. 

Then  Hananiah  the  prophet  took  the  yoke  from  off  the 
prophet  .fereminh's  neck,  and  brake  it.  And  Hananiah 
spake  in  the  presence  of  alt  the  people,  saying.  Thus  saitli 
the  Lord  :  Even  so  will  I  break  the  yoke  of  the  king  of 
Babylon  from  ofli  the  neck  of  all  the  nations.  And  the 
prophet  Jeremiah  Meat  liie  way. 

Then  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  Jeremiah,  after  that 
Hananiah  the  prophet  had  broken  the  yoke  from  off  his  neck, 
saving.  Go,  and  tell  Hananiah,  saying,  Tlius  saith  the  Lord: 
Thou  hast  broken  the  yoke  of  wood  ;  hut  I  ivill  make  in  its 
stead  a  yoke  of  iron.  For  thus  sHith  tlie  Lord  of  hosts,  the 
God  of  Israel,  I  have  put  a  yoke  of  irtm  upon  the  neck  of  all 
these  nations^  that  they  may  serve  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of 
Babylon ;  and  they  shall  serve  him :  and  I  have  given  him 
the  beasts  of  the  field  also.  TJien  aiiid  the  proplict  Jeremiah 
unto  Hananiah  the  prophet,  Hear  now,  Hananiah;  the  Lord 
hath  not  sent  thee;  but  thou  makest  this  people  to  trust  in 
a  lie.  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will  send 
thee  away  from  off  the  face  of  the  eartli :  this  year  thou  shalt 
die.  And  Hananiah  the  proplit-t  cbed  the  same  year  in  the 
seventh  month. 

§  2S.  The  negotiritions  for  rebellion  in  the  fuurlh  year  of 
Zcilekialj  {594  a,  c.)  neeiri  to  have  come  to  no  definite  reeiilt.  For 
a  time  jierliaps  wiser  couasela  prevailed.  Rut  not  fnr  long. 
Nebufhadrezzar  deteradaed  that  on  this  ot'casion  tiiei-e  should  he  110 
half  measures.  The  puntsliment  of  Jiulah  BJiouId  be  complete  :  the 
monai-oiiy  abolished;  the  cily  and  the  teraple  razed  to  the  groui.d. 
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This  IB  the  account  of  tbe  end  ijiven  Ui  the  Books  of  Kiii^,  auJ 
illQstrated  itnd  eiJurKed,  ns  wp  &h«ll  seo,  liy  eeveial  clmpturs  ui  thti 
Book  rii'  Jeremiah.  The  compiler  tells  hia  siory  simply  unci  faii'Iy  ; 
Oil  thia  occaaion  he  draws  no  niuml.  The  grim  and  terrible  Htoiy 
speaks  for  itself.  Tha  one  gleam  of  hetter  thiiifrs  is  the  'lifting 
up  the  head  '  of  the  hapless  prisoner  Jtlioiachiu.  With  this  iaolatcd 
fact  the  eilitor  elosfs  his  work.  As  itb  dale  ia  5(3 1  B.C.,  ihe  com- 
pilation was  not  finielied  till  eome  tiiirty  years  after  tlie  fall  of 
Jerusalem. 

Zeilckiali  was  twenty  and  one  yeurs  old  when  he  be^iin  to 
rt;igii ;  and  he  reiijned  eleven  yejirs  in  Jcruanlem  :  and  hia 
mother's  name  was  HunmUd  tJie  dausfht^r  of  Jeremiah  of 
Libnah.  And  he  did  thiit  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  according  to  all  that  Jehoiabim  had  done.  And 
Zedekiah  rebelled  ngnitist  the  king  of  Bid:iylon.  And  it 
came  to  pass  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  reJfin,  in  the  tenth 
niontt],  in  the  tenth  day  of  the  month,  tliat  Nebuchadnezzar 
king  of  Babjloii  came,  he  and  all  his  army,  against  Jeru- 
Kalent,  and  pitche<l  against  it;  and  they  built  forts  ag-ainst  it 
round  about.  So  the  city  was  besieged  unto  the  eleventh 
year  of  kiog  Zedekiah. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  the  fourth  month  the  famine  was 
grievous  in  tlie  city,  and  there  was  no  bread  for  the  people 
of  the  hmd*  Then  a  breach  was  made  in  the  city,  and  the 
king  and  all  the  meti  of  war  fled  by  night  by  the  way  of 
the  gate  between  the  two  walls,  which  was  by  the  king's 
garden:  (now  the  Chaldeans  were  against  the  city  round 
about:)  and  they  went  by  the  way  of  the  Arabah.  But  the 
army  of  the  Chaldeans  pursued  after  the  king,  and  overtook 
him  in  the  plains  of  Jericho:  and  all  his  army  was  scattered 
from  him.  So  they  took  the  king,  and  hrought  him  up 
unto  the  king  of  Babylon  to  lliblah ;  and  he  gave  judgement 
upon  him.  And  they  slew  the  sons  of  Zedekiah  before  bis 
eyes,  and  j>ut  out  the  eyes  of  Zcdckiahj  and  bound  him  in 
fetters,  and  carried  liiin  to  Bahylon. 

Now  in  the  fifth  montli,  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  month, 
which  was  the  nineteenth  year  of  king  Nebncliadnezzar,  king 
of  Babylon^  came  Nebuzaradan  the  captain  of  the  guard, 
a  servant  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  unto  Jerusalem:  and  he 
hurnt  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  king's  house,  and 
all  the  houses  of  Jerusalem.  And  all  the  army  of  the 
ChaldeanBj  that  were  with  the  captain  of  the  guard,  brake 
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down  the  walla  of  JenisaU^iii  round  iihnut.  And  tlu*  rest  of 
the  people  that  were  left  in  the  fity,  and  the  fugitives  thfit 
fell  away  to  the  Iving  of  Babylon,  did  Nebuz;iradan  the 
captain  of  the  ^^itard  carrv  away  captive  to  Biibyluii.  But 
the  captain  of  tlie  aruanl  left  of  the  poor  of  the  land  to  be 
\'iriedreBsers  and  husbiindnM'ii. 

And  the  pillarB  of  brass  that  were  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  bases  and  the  bmscn  sea  that  were  in  the 
huu»e  of  the  Lord,  did  the  Chaldeans  break  in  pieces,  ttud 
carried  tin-  hraas  of  thcin  to  Babylon.  And  the  i>ots,  and 
the  shovels,  anrl  the  snuffers,  and  tlie  spoons,  and  nil  the 
vessels  of  brasK  wherewitli  they  ministered,  took  they  away. 
And  the  firepans,  and  the  bowls,  and  that  which  was 
of  gold,  and  that  \yhich  was  of  silver,  the  captain  o! 
the  jfuard  took  away.  The  two  pillars,  the  one  sea,  and 
llie  bases,  which  Solomon  had  made  for  tb^  bouse  of  the 
Lord ;  the  brass  of  all  these  vessels  was  without  weight. 
The  height  of  the  one  pillar  was  eighteen  cubits,  and 
a  chapiter  of  brtiss  was  upon  it :  and  the  height  of  the 
cluipiter  was  live  cubits;  with  network  and  pomegranates 
upon  the  chapiter  round  about,  all  of  bniss :  ar3d  like  unto 
these  had  the  set'ond  pillar  with  its  network. 

And  the  captain  of  the  guartl  took  Seraiah  the  chief  priest, 
and  Zephaniah  the  Hecotul  priest,  and  the  tlirt-e  keepers  of  the 
door:  ami  out  of  the  t-ity  be  took  an  officer  that  was  set  over 
the  men  of  war;  and  five  men  of  them  that  saw  the  king's 
face,  who  were  foimd  in  the  city ;  and  the  scribe  of  the 
captain  of  the  host,  who  mustered  the  people  of  the  land; 
and  threescore  men  of  the  people  of  the  land,  that  were 
found  in  the  city.  And  Nebu/araclan  the  captain  of  the 
guard  ttHtk  them,  and  hniugbt  them  to  the  king  of  Babylon 
to  Riblali.  And  the  king  of  Babylon  smote  thetn,  and  put 
them  to  death  at  Uiblah  in  the  land  of  Hamath.,  ISo  Judall 
was  carried  away  captive  out  of  bis  land. 

And  as  for  the  people  that  were  left  in  the  land  of  Judah, 
whom  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon  had  left,  even  over 
them  he  made  Gedaliab  tlic  son  of  Ahikan),  the  son  of 
Shaphan,  governor.  And  when  all  the  captains  of  the 
forces,  they  and  their  men,  heard  that  the  king  of  Babylon 
had  made  Gedaliab  governor,  they  came  to  Gedaliah  to 
Mizpah,  even  Isbmiiel  the  son  of  Nethaniah,  and  Johanaii 
the  son  of  Kareah,  and  Seraiah  the  son  of  Tanhumeth  the 
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Netophuthite,  and  Jaazaniah  the  son  of  the  Maacatliite,  they 
and  Ihtir  iiLcn.  Ami  Cjcdiiliali  svvare  to  them  and  tt>  their 
men,  and  said  unto  tlit'm,  Fear  not  becausf  of  the  Ciialdcans: 
dwrll  in  the  lamlj  and  Btrve  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  it  sliall 
be  well  with  you.  But  it  came  to  pass  in  the  seventh  iiiionth, 
that  Islnnael  the  son  of  JVetbaniah,  the  son  of  Elishamu,  of 
the  seed  roviJ,  came,  UDd  ten  men  with  him,  and  smote 
Gcdaliah,  tliat  he  died,  and  the  Jews  and  tlie  Chaldeans  that 
were  with  him  at  Mizpah.  And  all  the  people^  botli  small 
and  great,  and  the  captains  of  the  armies,  arose,  and  came  to 
Egypt :  fur  they  were  afraid  of  the  Chaldeans. 

And  it  caniG  to  pass  in  the  seven  and  thirtieth  year  ol"  the 
captivity  of  Jclioiachin  kiiiff  of  Judah;,  in  the  tiveUth  montli, 
on  tlic  sevpn  and  t^vcEitieth  day  of  the  month,  tliat  Evil- 
nierodaeh  kinjr  of  Babylon,  in  the  year  that  he  began  to 
i-eign,  did  lift  nj)  the  head  of  Jehoiacliin  kinjf  of  Judah  out 
of  prison  ;  and  he  spake  kindly  to  him,  and  set  his  throne 
above  the  thn)n<'  of  the  k\na;s  that  weiv  with  him  in  Babjlon. 
And  he  changed  his  prison  garments,  and  did  cat  bread 
before  him  continually  all  the  days  of  his  life.  And  his 
allowance  was  a  continual  allowance  given  him  of  the  king, 
every  day  a  portion,  until  the  day  of  his  death. 

§27.  Zedckiali,  if  Beams,  recognized  the  grcatuess  of  Jeremiah,  but 
lie  was  but  11  tool  iu  the  hands  of  hia  ministere  and  the  court.  He 
totild  only  secretly  t»ke  counsel  with  the  propliet.  Here  are  some 
incidents  of  theeiege,  preserved  to  us  in  the  collection  of  Jcrennah'a 
prophecias. 

And  Zedekiali  the  king  sent  Jebucal  the  son  of  Slielemiah, 

and  Zephaniab  tlie  son  of  Maaseiah  the  priest,  to  tlie  prophet 
Jeremiali,  saying,  Prnv  now  unto  the  Lord  our  God  for  us. 
And  Pharaoh's  army  was  come  f(irth  out  of  Kgypt:  and 
when  the  Chaldeans  that  besieged  Jerusalem  heard  tidinga 
of  them,  they  brake  up  from  JerusaUnn.  Then  came  the 
word  of  the  Lord  unto  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  saying,  ThuB 
saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel:  Thus  shall  ye  say  to  the 
king  of  Judah,  that  sent  you  unto  me  to  incpiire  of  me: 
Behold,  Pharaoh's  army,  which  is  come  foith  to  help  you, 
shall  return  to  Egypt  into  their  own  land.  And  the  Chaldeans 
shall  come  again,  and  fight  agiunst  this  city ;  and  they  shall 
take  it,  and  burn  it  with  fire.  Thus  saith  the  Lord:  Deceive 
not  yourselves,  saying,  The  Chaldeans  shall  surely  depart 
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from  us:  for  tbcy  shall  not  depart.  For  though  ye  had 
amitt^n  tht:  whole  anny  of  the  Chaldeans  that  fij^ht  against 
yoUj  and  there  remained  hut  some  wounded  men  uiuong 
them,  yet  should  they  rise  up  every  man  in  his  tent,  and  hum 
this  city  with  fire. 

And  it  cumc  tu  pass  that  when  the  army  of  the  Chaldeans 
was  hn>ken  up  from  Jerusalem  for  fear  of  Pharaoh's  array, 
then  Jeremiah  went  forth  out  of  Jerusalem  to  gn  into  tlie 
land  of  Benjamin,  to  secure  an  inheritance  there.  Antl  when 
he  was  in  the  gate  of  Benjamin,  a  captiiin  of  the  ward  was 
there,  wliose  name  was  Irijah,  the  sun  of  Shelemiah,  the 
son  of  Hunaniah ;  ittid  he  seized  Jeremiah  the  prophet, 
saying,  Thou  fallest  away  to  the  Clialdeana.  Then  said  Jcre- 
niiuh.  It  is  false;  I  fall  not  away  to  tlie  Chaldeans.  But  he 
hearkened  not  to  him,  and  Irijah  laid  hold  on  Jeremiah,  and 
hrought  him  to  the  princes.  Wherefore  the  princes  were 
wroth  «ith  Jeremiah,  ami  smote  him,  and  put  him  in  prison 
in  the  house  of  Jonathan  the  acri3)e;  for  they  had  made  that 
the  prison.  And  Jeremiah  was  hrought  into  the  dungeon 
house,  and  into  the  cells,  and  he  remained  there  many  days. 

Then  Zedekiali  the  king  sent,  and  fet'L-hcd  him :  and  the  king 
asked  him  secretly  in  his  house,  and  said.  Is  there  any  word 
from  the  Lord?  And  Jeremiah  said.  There  is.  Ami  he  said, 
Thou  shalt  he  delivered  into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Bahylon, 
Moreover  Jeremiaii  said  unto  king  Zedekiah,  What  have 
I  offended  against  thee,  or  against  thy  servants,  or  against 
tbiB  people,  that  ye  have  put  nie  in  prison  ?      Where  now  are 

S)ur  prophets  who  prophesied  mito  you^  saying.  The  king  of 
ahylon  shall  not  come  against  you,  nor  against  this  land  ? 
Therefore  heiir  now,  1  pniy  thee,  O  my  lord  the  king:  let  my 
supplaeutioii,  I  pray  thee,  he  accepted  hefore  thee;  that  thou 
cause  me  not  to  return  to  the  house  of  Joinithan  the  scriije, 
lest  I  die  there.  Then  Zedekiah  the  king  conmianiled  that 
they  shmdd  coinmit  Jeremiah  into  the  court  of  the  guard, 
and  that  they  should  give  him  daily  a  loaf  uf  hrend  out  of  the 
bakers'  street,  until  all  the  bread  in  the  city  was  spent.  Thu9 
Jereudah  remained  in  the  court  of  the  guard. 


The  word  which  came  unto  Jeremiah  from  the  Lord,  when 
king  Zedekiah  sent  unto  him  Pashhur  the  son  of  Malcbiith,  and 
Zephaniah  the  son  of  Maaseiah  the  priestj  saying,  Enquire, 
I  pray  thee,  of  the  Lord  for  us ;  for  Is  ebuchadnez^ar  king  of 
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Babylon  maketh  war  against  us ;  if  so  he  that  tlie  Lord  will 
deal  with  us  according'  to  all  his  wondrous  works,  that  hu 
may  go  up  from  ub. 

Then  said  Jeremiah  unto  theni,  Tluia  shall  ye  say  to 
Zedekiah :  TJius  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel ;  Behold, 
I  will  turn  back  tlie  weapons  of  war  that  are  in  your  hands, 
wherewith  ye  fight  against  tlie  king  of  Babylon,  and  ajjainst 
the  Chaldeans,  who  besiege  you  without  the  walls,  and  I  will 
assemble  them  into  the  midst  of  this  city.  And  I  myself 
will  fight  against  you  with  an  outstretched  hand  and  with 
a  strong  arm,  even  in  anger,  and  in  furv,  and  in  great  Avrath. 
And  I  will  smite  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  Ixith  man  and 
beast :  they  shall  die  of  a  great  pestilence.  And  afterward, 
saith  the  Lord,  1  will  deliver  Zedekiah  king  of  Judali,  and 
his  servants,  and  tlie  people  that  are  left  in  this  city  from  the 
pestilence,  from  the  sword,  and  from  the  fnndne,  into  the 
hand  of  Nehnchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon,  and  into  the  hand 
of  their  enemies,  and  into  the  hand  of  those  that  seek  their 
life  :  and  he  sludl  smite  them  with  the  edge  of  the  sword  ; 
he  shall  not  spare  them,  neither  have  pity,  nor  have  mercy. 

And  unto  this  people  thou  shalt  say,  Thus  saith  the  Ijord ; 
Behold,  I  set  before  you  the  way  of  life,  and  the  way  of 
death.  He  that  abideth  in  this  city  shall  die  by  the  aword, 
and  by  the  famine,  and  by  the  pestilence  :  but  he  that  goeth 
out,  and  falleth  away  to  the  Chaldeans  that  besiege  yon,  be 
shall  lire,  and  his  life  shall  be  unto  him  for  a  prey.  For 
1  have  set  my  face  against  tins  city  for  evil,  and  not  for  good, 
saith  the  Lord :  it  shall  be  given  into  the  hand  of  the  king 
of  Babylon,  and  he  shall  burn  it  with  fire. 

Then  Shcphatiali  the  son  of  Mattan,  and  Gcdaliab  the  son 
of  Pashhur,  and  Jucal  the  son  of  Sheletniah,  and  Pasbbur  the 
son  of  Malchiah,  heard  the  words  that  Jeremiah  spake  unto 
all  the  people,  saying.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  He  that  abideth 
in  this  city  sfudl  die  by  the  sword,  by  the  famine,  and  by  the 
pestilence:  but  he  that  goeth  forth  to  the  Chaldeans  sludl 
li\*e ;  for  he  shall  have  his  life  for  a  prey,  and  shall  live. 
Thus  saith  the  Ijord,  This  city  shall  surely  l)e  given  into  the 
hand  of  tbe  king  of  Babylon's  army,  which  shall  take  it. 

Therefore  the  princes  said  unto  tbe  king,  Wc  beseech  thee, 
let  this  man  be  put  to  death;  for  he  weakeneth  the  liands  of 
the  men  of  war  that  remain  in  tliis  city,  and  the  hands  of  all 
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the  people^  in  speiikin^  such  wonis  unto  them :  For  thig  nmn 
scckcth  tint  the  welfiii-e  of  this  people,  but  the  hurt.  And 
Zcdekiuh  tht-  king  Siiul,  Behulcl,  he  is  in  your  hand:  for  the 
king  is  not  hi:  that  cjui  do  any  thing  against  you.  Then  look 
they  Jeremiah,  and  cast  him  into  the  pit  iiF  MakThiah  the 
kini(*s  son,  that  was  in  the  court  of  the  jjuarti :  find  they  let 
down  Jeremiah  with  cnrcls.  And  in  the  pit  there  was  no 
Mutur,  hut  mire:  so  Jcreiinah  sank  in  the  mire. 

Now  when  F.hed-nielech  the  Etiiiopian,  who  wiis  in  the  king's 
hou»e, heard  that  thcv  had  putJeriMniah  in  the  pit;  the  kini^  then 
ttitting  in  the  t^ate  of  Benpunin  ;  Khed-melech  went  forth  out 
of  the  king's  lionae,  and  spake  to  the  king,  saying,  ^(v  lord 
the  king,  these  men  have  done  evil  in  all  that  they  have  done 
to  Jfreniiah  tlic  praphct,  whom  they  have  cast  into  the  pit; 
and  he  is  like  to  die  there  through  famine.  Then  the  king 
eoinutauded  F.lwd-nieiech  the  li^tliiopian,  saying,  Take  from 
hence  three  men  with  thee,  and  t;Lke  up  Jeremiah  the  prophet 
out  of  the  pit,  hefore  he  die.  So  P^bed-tuelech  took  the  men 
with  luni,  iind  went  into  the  house  of  the  king  under  the 
treasury,  and  tjtok  tiience  old  cast  clouts  and  {>td  rotten  rags, 
and  let  them  dawn  hy  cords  into  tlie  pit  to  Jeremiah. 
And  Ebed-melech  the  Ethiopian  said  unto  Jeremiah,  Put 
now  these  old  cast  clouts  and  rotten  rugs  under  thine  urm- 
holcs  under  the  ccutls.  And  Jeremiah  did  so.  So  they  drew 
up  Jereniijih  with  the  cords,  and  tiiok  him  up  out  of  the 
pit :  and  Jeremiah  remained  in  the  court  of  the  guard. 

Then  Zedekiah  the  king  sent,  and  took  Jeremiah  the 
prophet  unto  him  into  the  third  entry  that  is  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord:  and  the  king  said  unto  Jeremiah,  I  will  ask 
thee  a  thing;  hide  nothing  from  me.  Tlieu  Jeremiah  said 
unto  Zedekiah,  If  I  declare  it  unto  thee,  wilt  thou  not  surely 
put  me  to  death  ?  and  if  ]  give  thee  counsel,  thou  wilt  not 
hearken  unto  uie.  So  Zedekiah  the  king  sware  secretly  unto 
Jeremiah,  saying,  As  the  Lord  liveth,  that  gave  us  our  Uvea, 
1  ivill  not  put  thee  to  deat.li,  noitlier  will  I  give  thee  into  the 
hand  of  these  men  that  seek  thy  lite. 

Then  aaid  Jeremiah  unto  Zedekiah,  Thus  saith  the  Loi'd, 
the  God  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel :  If  thou  wilt  go  forth 
unto  the  king  of  Babylon's  princes,  then  thy  sold  shall  live, 
and  this  city  shall  nut  be  hurni^L  with  lire;  and  thou  shalt 
live,  and  thine  house :  but  if  thou  wilt  not  go  forth  to  the 
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king  of  Babylon's  princes,  then  shall  this  city  be  given  into 
the  hand  uf  the  Chaldeans,  and  they  shall  burn  it  with  fii-c, 
iind  thuu  shalt  nut  escape  out  of  their  hand.  Acid  Zedekiuh 
the  kini^  said  unto  Jerentiah,  I  am  afniid  of  the  Jews  that 
are  fallen  away  to  the  Chaldeans,  lest  they  deliver  nie  into 
their  hand,  and  they  mock  nie.  But  Jeremiah  said,  They 
shall  not  deliver  thee.  Obey,  I  beseech  thee,  the  voice  ot 
the  Lord,  which  I  sjjcak  unto  thee:  so  it  shall  be  well  unto 
thee,  ami  thy  soul  shall  live.  But  if  thou  refuse  to  go  forth, 
this  is  the  word  that  (lod  hath  shewed  nie:  Thou  shalt  be 
delivered  into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Babylon :  and  this 
city  shall  be  burned  with  tire. 

Then  said  Zedekiuh  unto  Jeremiah,  Let  no  man  know 
of  these  words,  and  thou  shalt  not  die.  But  if  the  princes 
hear  that  I  have  talked  with  thee,  and  they  come  unto  thee, 
and  sny  unto  thee,  Declare  unto  us  now  what  thou  hast  said 
unto  the  king;  hide  it  not  from  us,  and  we  will  not  put  thee 
to  death  :  also  what  the  kuig  said  unto  thee:  then  thou  shalt 
say  nnto  them,  I  presented  my  supplication  before  the  king, 
that  he  would  not  cause  me  to  return  to  Jonathan's  house,  U: 
die  there.  Then  came  all  the  princes  unto  Jeremiah,  an<l 
asked  him  :  and  he  told  thetn  according  to  all  these  words 
tliat  the  king  had  cnnuuanded.  So  they  left  oft  speaking 
with  him ;  for  the  matter  was  not  reporte<l.  So  Jeremiah 
abode  in  the  court  of  the  guard  until  the  day  that  Jerusalem 
was  taken. 

§  aS.  While  he  wns  shut  u[)  iu  tlio  couit  of  the  guard,  Jeremiah 
brooded  over  (ht  fortaues  nf  hh  people,  and  uf  nil  that  would  happen 
to  them  in  the  future.  He  foresaw  and  foretold  a  time  of  gUdnesB 
and  peace  which  should  at  Inst  succeed  to  the  prestfut  times  of 
misery  and  war.  Here  is  a  story,  which  perclmnce  cuntaias  later 
words  addtd  on  to  the  words  of  Jeremiali,  bat  gives  us  an  idea  of 
Ihi:  prophet's  hopeful  anticipations  evvn  in  the  rniilst  of  personal 
and  national  calamity. 

And  Jeremiah  said:  Ilanamel  mine  uncle's  sun  came  to 
me  in  the  court  of  the  guard,  and  said  unto  me.  Buy  my 
field,  I  pray  thee,  that  is  in  Anathoth  :  for  the  right  of  in- 
heritance is  thine,  and  the  redemption  is  thine;  buy  it  for 
thyself.  Then  1  rcnliz^ed  that  this  was  the  word  of  the  Lord. 
Sii  1  bought  the  field  of  Ilanamel  mine  uncle's  sou,  and 
weighed  hiui  the  money,  even  seventeen  shekels  of  silver. 
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And  I  snbscribed  the  deed,  and  sealed  it,  and  called  nitnessea. 
And  1  tuok  the  deed  of  the  pui-chase,  and  I  gdve  it  unto  Biiruch 
the  sun  ot"  Ntiriah,  tlie  son  of  Muliseiali,  in  the  prL-aeace  wf 
Hanajiiel  nitiie  uncle's  son,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  wit- 
nesses who  had  attested  it^  before  all  the  Jews  that  sat  in  the 
court  of  the  guard.  And  I  charged  Banich  before  them, 
saying,  Thus  siiilh  tlie  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel :  Take 
tins  deed  of  thf  purehasCj  and  put  it  in  an  tarthen  vessel ; 
that  it  tnay  eoiitinuc  many  days.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  the  God  of  Israel:  Houses  iuid  fields  and  vineyards 
shall  yet  again  be  bought  in  this  la.nd. 

Now  after  I  had  delivei-ed  the  deed  of  purchase  unto  Ilarxich 
the  son  of  Neriah,  1  prayed  unto  God.  saying,  Ah  Lord  God  ! 
the  niouiuls  of  the  beslegera  rcaeh  eveii  unto  the  c:ity,  that 
they  may  take  it;  and  the  city  will  surely  he  given  into 
the  band  of  the  Chaldeans  that  fight  against  it^  becauRe  of 
the  sword^  and  of  tlie  JfaQiiue,  and  of  the  pestilence:  and 
what  thou  hast  spoken  is  come  to  pass ;  and,  behold,  thou 
Beest  it.  And  yet  thou  hast  said  unto  nie,  O  Lord  God, 
Buy  thee  the  field  for  money,  Jind  take  witnesses ;  whereas 
the  city  is  given  into  the  harKJ  of  the  Chaldeans. 

Then  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  unto  me,  saying,  Behold, 
I  am  the  Lord  God  of  all  tlesh :  is  there  any  thing  too  h&rd 
for  me  ? 

Therefore  thns  saith  the  Lord  ;  Behold,  I  will  give  this 
city  into  the  hand  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  into  the  hand  of 
Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon,  and  he  shall  take  it :  and 
tlie  ('hiddeans,  that  lighl  against  this  city,  sliall  come  and 
set  this  city  on  fire,  and  burn  it,  with  the  lionses,  upon 
whose  roofs  they  have  offered  incense  nnto  Baal,  and  poured 
out  drink  offerings  imto  other  gods.  For  the  children  of 
Jerusalem  and  the  children  of  Judali  have  nidy  done  that 
which  was  evil  in  my  sight  from  their  youth.  For  this  city 
hath  been  to  me  a  provocation  from  the  day  that  they  built 
it  even  unto  this  day  j  that  1  should  remove  it  fi'oni  before 
my  face  :  because  of  all  the  evil  of  tlie  children  of  Jerusidcni 
and  of  the  children  of  Judah,  which  they  have  dune,  they, 
their  kings,  their  princes,  tfieir  priests,  and  their  prophets, 
and  the  men  of  Judah,  and  the  itihabitants  of  Jerusalem. 
And  they  have  turned  unto  me  the  back,  and  not  the  face  : 
and  though  I  constantly  taught  thciu,  yet  they  have  not 
hearkened  to  receive  correction. 
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But  now,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  concerning 
this  city,  whereof  thou  -sayest,  It  shall  be  delivered  into  the 
hiind  of  the  iiini^  of  Dubylud  bv  the  suord,  and  hy  the 
faniine,  and  by  the  jiestilence  :  Behold,  I  will  gather  them 
out  of  all  the  countries,  whither  1  have  driven  them;  and 
I  will  bring  them  again  unto  this  place,  and  1  will  c;iuse 
them  to  dwell  safely :  and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and 
1  will  be  their  God  :  and  I  will  give  them  one  heart  and  one 
way,  that  they  tnJiy  fear  me  for  ever,  lor  tlic  ^ood  of  them, 
and  of  their  children  after  them.  And  1  will  make  an  ever- 
iKSting  covenant  with  thein,  thnt  I  will  not  turn  :Lway  from 
them,  to  do  them  good ;  and  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their 
hearts,  that  they  shall  not  depart  from  me.  Vea,  I  will 
rejoice  over  thctii  to  do  tlicm  g(»ad,  and  I  will  plant  them 
in  this  land.  Like  as  1  have  brought  all  this  great  evil  upon 
this  people,  no  will  I  bring  upon  them  uW  the  good  thut 
I  have  promised  them.  And  riehls  shall  he  houglit  in  this 
Lind,  whereof  ye  say,  It  is  desolate,  without  man  or  beast  j 
it  is  given  into  the  hand  of  the  Chaldeans.  Men  shall 
buy  fields  for  money,  and  subscribe  the  deeds,  and  seal 
thetHj  and  take  witnesses,  in  the  land  of  Benjaniiji,  and 
in  the  places  about  Jerusalem,  and  in  the  cities  of  Judah, 
and  in  the  cities  of  the  hill  country,  and  in  the  cities  of  the 
lowland,  and  in  the  cities  of  the  South  :  for  1  will  bring  their 
captives  lioine,  saith  the  Lord. 

Moreover  the  word  of  God  came  unto  Jeremiah  the  secoTid 
time,  while  be  was  still  shut  up  in  the  court  of  the  guard, 
saying,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  will  cause  the  captivity  of 
Judah  and  the  captivity  of  Israel  to  return,  and  will  build 
them,  as  at  the  first.  And  1  «ill  cleanse  then^  from  all  their 
iniquity,  whereby  they  have  sinncjl  against  mc ;  and  I  will 
pardon  all  their  iniquities,  whereby  they  have  sinneil,  and 
whereby  they  have  transgressed  against  me.  And  this  city 
shall  be  to  me  a  name  of  joy,  a  praise  and  an  honour  before 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  who  shall  hear  all  the  good  that 
I  do  unto  it,  and  shall  fear  and  tremble  for  all  the  good  and 
for  all  the  peace  tliat  I  procure  unto  it. 

Thus  saith  tlie  Lord  :  Again  there  shall  be  heard  in  this 
place,  which  ye  say  is  desolate,  without  man  and  tvithout  beast, 
even  in  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  in  the  sti-eets  of  .Jerusalem, 
the  voice  of  joy  and  the  voice  of  gladness,  the  voice  oF  the 
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bridegroom  and  llie  voice  of  the  bndc,  the  voiL*e  of  tbem  that 
say,  Ciive  thanks  untc  thi*  T^ird  of  IioHts,  for  thi;  Ijortl  is] 
po(«l,  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  For  I  will  cause  the 
captivity  of  the  land  to  return  as  at  the  first,  saith  the  Lord. 
Thus  sailh  the  Lord  of  hosts :  Again  in  this  place,  which  is 
desolate,  xvitbout  iiiun  and  without  beast,  and  in  all  the  cities 
thereof,  shall  he  an  habitation  of  shepherds  causing  their 
flocks  to  lie  down.  In  the  cities  of  the  hill  country,  in  the 
cities  of  the  lowland,  and  in  the  cities  of  the  Sottth,  and  in 
the  land  of  iJenjaniin,  and  in  the  places  about  Jerusalem, 
and  in  the  cities  uf  Judali,  shall  the  Hocks  pass  again  under 
the  hands  of  him  that  couiiteth  them,  saith  the  L/ird. 

Heboid,  the  tlavs  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  |>erform 
that  ;^ood  thing  which  I  have  promised  unto  the  house  of 
Israel  and  unto  the  house  of  Judah.  In  those  days,  and  at 
that  time,  will  I  cause  a  >3lioot  of  righteousness  to  gi-ow  up 
unto  David  ;  and  he  shall  execute  judgement  and  righleoas- 
nes»  in  the  hind.  In  those  tlays  shall  Judah  be  naved,  and 
JerusJileni  tdiall  dwell  safely:  and  tins  Is  the  name  wherewith 
she  shall  be  called.  The  Lord  is  our  righteousness. 

§  2g.  The  Book  of  Jeremltih  tells  us  sometliiug  of  the  fate  of 
Jeremiah  himeelf  after  the  fnll  of  Jerusalem. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jerusalem  was  taken,  thnt  all 
the  nobles  of  the  king  of  iiabylon  came  and  sat  in  the  middle 
gate,  even  Nergal-sharc^er,  Samgar-nebu,  Sarsecbim  the  Uab- 
Bjiris  [tlie  lord  chamberlain)  and  NeiTjal-sharezier  the 
Rah-niag  (the  cliief  magiaii),  with  all  the  residue  of  the 
nobles.  And  they  sent  and  took  Jeremiah  out  of  the  court 
of  the  guard,  and  committed  him  unto  Gedaliah  the  son  of 
Abikam,  the  sou  of  Shapban,  tluit  he  should,  bring  hiai  unto 
his  house.     So  be  dwelt  among  the  people. 

This  happened  presumably  after  the  capture,  but  l«fora  the 
deeiructiou,  of  the  city.  Afterwards,  however,  be  was  tftlieu  with 
II  bfiiiy  of  other  prieoners  ae  far  us  litiTnab,  but  thyre  he  wiiB 
released  tlirough  tbe  goodwill  of  Nebuzaradan  (to  whom  naturally 
he  must  havt;  fceemed  a  true  Irlcud  of  the  BabylouianB)  or  through 
the  iutei"veatiou  of  Gedaliah. 

And  the  captain  of  the  guard  took  Jeremiah,  and  said 
onto  him.  The  Lord  tliy  God  pronounced  tliis  evil  upon  tiua 
place.     Now  the  Lord  hath  brought  it,  and  done  according 
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an  he  hath  said :  because  yc  have  sinned  aj^uiist  the  Lurd, 
find  hiivp  not  obeypd  his  voice,  tlicrffti^rp  tliis  tiling  is  come 
upon  you.  And  now,  l>e}iold.  I  loose  thee  tins  day  from  the 
chains  which  are  upon  thine  hand.  If  it  seem  ^ood  unto 
thcc  to  come  with  me  into  Bnbyion,  come,  uiid  1  will  look 
well  unto  thee ;  hut  U'  it  seem  ill  unto  thee  to  come  ^vith  me 
into  Babylon,  then  j;o  unt^  (jedaliuh  the  son  of  Alukain,  the 
fiOTi  of  Slia[)ltan,  whom  the  king  of  Babylon  hath  ninde 
governor  over  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  dwell  with  him  umonjjf 
the  people:  or  ^o  wlicresoevci"  it  seemeth  convenient  unto 
thee  to  go.  So  the  cuptuiit  of  tliL'  {ruiird  gave  bim  victuals 
and  a  present,  and  let  him  go.  Then  went  Jeremiah  uiitn 
Gedaliah  the  son  of  Ahikam  to  Mizpab,  and  dwelt  with  hini 
ainong^  tlie  people  that  were  left  in  the  land. 

ThtiB  Jereminli  (who  might  doubtleaa  have  enjoyed  n  quiet  and 
utitwiirdtj  cmnlbrtubU'  existence  tit  Ihv  court  t.<(  Xebucluidrezziir) 
refu&ed  to  dc&ert  hie  country  or  (he  pu(jr  remimut  of  JU  itdmlii- 
taiits-  He  woul*]  nee  tlie  trayeily  out  to  its  closing  eccne,  even  the 
Bordid  epilogue  ht  M-ojld  nut  iiiita.  Voluntarily  hu  would  drjiiu 
llie  cup  ol"  misfortune  to  its  Inst  bitter  dregs. 

Wti  Iitivc  ulreaily  LtaiJ  from  the  eotupiler  of  the  Btioks  of  Kiugs 
about  Gcdttiiah  mid  Uhiuucl,  aud  bow  the  Jews,  for  fcur  yf  Baby- 
lonian anger  at  Gedidiab'g  murder,  look  refuge  in  Egypt.  Of  tlieae 
events  and  of  the  prophet's  share  in  lliem  we  hear  in  the  liottfc  of 
Jeremiah  in  gieater  detaiL 

Now  when  all  the  captains  of  the  forces  which  were  in  the 
fields,  even  they  and  tbcir  n]en,  beard  that  the  king  of  Babylon 
hud  made  Gedaliah  the  son  of  Ahikuui  goveriuir  in  the  land, 
and  had  committed  unto  him  men,  and  women^and  children, 
and  of  the  poor  tif  the  latul,  of  them  that  were  not  carried 
away  captive  to  Babylon  ;  then  tliey  came  to  (u'daliab  Ut 
Mizpah,  even  Ishmael  the  son  of  Nethaniah,  and  Johanan 
the  son  of  Kareah,  and  Semiah  the  son  of  'ranhumetb,  and 
the  sons  of  Ephai  the  Nclophathite,  and  Jeznniab  the  sort  of 
the  Maaeathitcj  they  and  their  men.  And  (Jedaliah  the  son 
of  Ahikam  the  son  of  Sbaphan  sware  unt^)  them  and  to  their 
men,  saying,  Fear  not  to  serve  the  Chaldeans :  dwell  in  the 
land,  and  serve  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  it  shall  be  well  with 
you.  As  for  uie,  behold,  1  will  dwell  at  MJzpah,  to  represent 
you  before  the  Chaldeans,  who  may  come  unto  us;  but  yc, 
gather  ye  wine  and  summer  fruits  and  oil,  and  put  tliem  iu 
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your  ve^els,  and  dwell  in  your  cities  that  yc  liuvc  tukcu 
possession  of. 

Likewise  when  all  the  Jews  that  were  in  Moah,  and 
aiiicjii^  the  chiUiren  of  Amnion,  and  in  Edoni,  and  that 
wvTf-  in  all  the  countries,  heard  tliiit  the  kin^Lf  of  Babylon 
liad  left  a  renniant  of  Judali,  and  that  he  bad  set  over 
tbem  Gedaliah  the  son  of  Ahikani,  the  non  of  Shaphan ; 
then  all  the  Jews  returned  out  of  all  places  whither  they  were 
driven,  and  came  to  the  land  of  Jndah,  to  Gedaliah,  unto 
Mizpah,  and  g-athered  wine  and  summer  fruits  very  much. 

But  .lobanan  the  son  of  Kaivnh,  and  all  the  captains  of  the 
forees  that  were  in  the  fields,  came  to  Gedaliah  to  Mizpah, 
and  said  unto  him,  Doat  thou  know  that  Baalis  the  king 
of  the  children  of  Aunnan  hath  sent  Ishmael  the  son  of 
rs'ethaniah  to  slay  thee?  But  Gedaliah  the  son  of  Ahikani 
bclieied  them  not.  Then  Jchanan  the  son  of  Karcah  spake 
to  Gedaliah  in  Mizpah  secretly,  saying,  Let  me  ffo.  I  pray 
thee,  and  1  ^vHl  slay  Ishmael  the  son  of  Nethantah,  and  no 
man  shall  know  it:  wherefore  slioidd  he  take  thy  life,  that 
all  the  Jews  who  are  gathered  unto  thee  should  be  scattere<l, 
and  the  remnant  of  Judah  perish?  But  Gedaliah  the  son  of 
Abikatn  said  unto  Johanun  the  son  of  Kareah/rhou  shall  not 
do  this  thing  :  for  thou  speakest  falsely  of  Ishmael. 

Now  it  cauic  to  pass  in  the  seventh  month,  that  Ishmael 

the  son  of  Nethaniahj  the  son  of  Klishania,  of  the  seed  roy:d, 

and    ten  men  with   him,  came  unto   Gedaliah   the  son  of 

AhiUatu  to  Mizpah;  and  there  they  did  eat  bread  together. 

Then  arose  Ishmael  the  son  of  Nfthaniaiij  and  the  ten  meJi 

[^Jhat  xvere  with  him,  and  smote  Gedalijdi  with  the  sword,  and 

ill  the  Jeu'B  that  were  with  him  at  Mizpah,  and  the  Chaldeans 

"lat  were  found  there.     And  it  came  to  pass  the  second  day 

fter  he  had  slain  Gedaliah,  and  no  man  knew  it,  that  there 

[cume  certain  from  Shcchcm,  from  Shiloh,  and  from  Samaria, 

even  fourscore  men,  having  their  ilw-ards  shaven  and  their 

'clothea  rerit,  and  having  cut  themselves,  with  offerings  and 

'incense  in  their  hand,  to  bring  them  to  the  house  of  the 

fXord.     And  Ishmael  the  son  of  Nethaniah  went  forth  from 

iVlizpah  to  meet  thcni,  weeping  as  he  went :   and  it  came  to 

pass,  as  he  met  them,  he  said  unto  them,  Come  to  Gedaliah 

the  son  of  Ahikam.     And  it  w'as  so,  when  they  came  into  the 

midst  of  the  city,  that  he  slew  them,  aud  cast  them  into  the 

midst  of  the  pit. 
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But  ten  men  were  fount!  among  them  that  said  unto 
lahinacl,  Slay  us  not:  for  wc  have  treasures  in  the  field, 
of  whejitj  and  of  barley,  and  of  oil,  and  of  honey.  So 
he  forbare,  and  slew  them  not  among  their  brethren.  Now 
the  pit  M'herein  Ishuiael  cast  all  the  dead  bodies  of  the  men 
whom  he  had  slain  was  the  great  pit  which  Asu  the  king  had 
made  for  fear  of  Ba:isha  king  of  Ismcl ;  even  this  pit  Ishmael 
the  son  of  Nethaiitah  fdled  with  thetn  that  were  slain.  Then 
Ishmael  carried  away  captive  all  the  residue  of  the  people 
that  were  m  Mizpah,  even  the  king's  daughters,  and  all  the 
people  that  remained  in  Mizpah,  whom  Nebuzaradan  the 
capUiin  of  the  guard  had  committed  to  Gedaliah  the  son 
of  Ahikani :  Ishmael  the  son  of  Nethaniah  carried  tliem 
away  captive,  and  departed  to  go  over  to  the  Ammonites. 

But  when  Johanan  the  son  of  Kareah^  and  all  the  captains 
of  the  forces  that  were  with  him,  heard  of  all  the  evil  that 
Ishmael  the  son  of  Nethaniah  had  done,  then  they  took  all 
the  men,  and  went  to  fight  with  Ishmael  the  son  of  Nethaniah, 
and  found  him  by  the  great  waters  that  are  in  Gibeon.  Now 
it  came  to  piiss  that  when  all  the  people  which  were  with 
Ishmciel  saw  Johanai)  the  son  of  Kareah,  and  all  the  captains 
of  the  forces  that  were  with  him,  then  tliey  were  glad.  So 
all  the  people  that  Islnnael  had  carried  away  captive  from 
Mizpah  cast  about  and  returned,  and  went  \mto  Johanan  the 
son  of  Kareah.  But  Islimael  the  son  of  Nethaniah  escaped 
from  Johanan  with  eight  men,  and  went  to  the  Ammonites. 

Then  tiwk  .Inhanan  the  son  of  Kareah,  and  all  the  captains 
of  the  forces  that  were  with  him,  all  the  remnant  of  the  people 
whom  Ishmael  the  son  of  Nethaniah  had  carried  away  from 
Mizpahj  after  that  he  had  slain  Gedaliah  the  son  of  Ahikam, 
even  the  men,  and  the  women,  and  the  children,  whom  he 
had  brought  again  from  Gibcon  :  and  they  departed,  and 
stiyed  for  a  time  in  Geruth  Chindiam,  which  is  by  Beth- 
lehem, to  go  to  enter  into  Kgvpt,  because  of  the  Chaldeans  : 
for  they  were  afraid  of  them,  because  Ishmael  the  son  of 
Nethaniah  had  slain  Gedaliah  the  son  of  Ahikam,  whom  the 
king  of  Babylon  made  governor  over  the  land. 

Then  all  the  captains  of  tlie  forces,  and  Johanan  the  son 
of  Kareah,  and  Azariah  the  son  of  Hoshaiah,  and  all  the 
people  from  the  le;tst  even  unto  the  greatest,  came  near,  and 
said  imto  .Tereniiah  the  prophet.  Let,  we  beseech  tliee,  onr 
supplication  be  accepted  before  thcc,  and  pray  for  us  unto 
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the  T>or(l  thy  Gml,  even  for  all  this  remnant ;  for  wc  nre  lei 
but  a  ^ew  of  many,  iih  thine  eyes  do  behold  ua :  that  the 
Lord  thy  God  may  sheir  us  the  u-ay  ^vheretn  we  may  walk, 
and  the  thing  that  we  should  do.  Then  Jeremiah  the 
profihet  said  unto  theui^  I  have  heard  you  :  behold.  I  nill 
pray  unto  the  Lord  your  (lod  accordintj;  to  your  words  ;  and 
it  shall  come  to  paits  tluit  whatsoever  thinic  the  LunI  shidl 
answer  you,  I  will  det-lare  it  unto  you  ;  I  will  keep  nothing- 
back  from  you.  Then  they  said  to  Jeremiah,  The  Lord 
be  u  true  and  faitbtul  witness  against  ti*,  if  we  do  not  e\-en 
according  tij  all  the  direction  wherewith  the  Lord  thy  God 
glsall  send  tiiee  to  us.  Whether  it  he  good,  or  whether  it 
be  evilj  we  will  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord  our  God  ;  that 
it  u»ay  be  well  with  us,  when  we  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lortl 
uur  God. 

And  it  came  to  pasa  after  ten  days,  that  the  word  of  the 
I,K>rd  came  unto  Jeremiah.  Then  caltefl  he  Jolianan  the  son 
of  Kiireah,  ami  all  the  cnptiiins  of  the  forces  Avhich  were 
with  him,  and  all  the  people  fn>m  the  least  even  to  the 
greatest,  and  said  unto  them,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  before  whom  yc  bade  me  to  make  supplication :  If 
ye  will  BtilL  aliide  in  tliii^  land,  then  will  I  build  vou,  and 
not  pull  you  down,  and  I  will  phmt  vou,  and  not  pluck  you 
up.  Be  not  afraid  of  the  king  of  Hubylon ;  be  not  afraid 
of  him,  saith  the  Lord :  for  I  am  with  you  to  save  you,  and 
to  tleli\'cr  you  from  his  hand.  Aud  1  ^vill  shew  you  mercy, 
that  lie  may  have  mercy  upoti  you,  and  let  yon  {Iwell  iu  your 
own  land.  But  if  ye  say.  We  will  not  dwell  in  this  land, 
neither  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord  your  God  ;  saying,  Xo  j 
but  we  will  go  into  the  land  of  Egypt,  where  wc  shall  see  no 
war,  nor  hear  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  nor  have  hunger 
c»f  lircad  ;  and  there  will  we  dwell:  now  therefore  hear  ye 
tiie  wort]  of  the  Lord,  O  remnant  of  Judah  :  thus  saith 
the  Lorii  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel,  If  ye  wholly  set  your 
faces  to  enter  into  Egyiit,  and  go  Ut  sojourn  there ;  then 
it  shall  corue  to  pass,  that  the  svvord,  which  ye  fear,  shall 
overtake  you  there  in  tlic  land  of  Egypt,  aud  the  famine, 
whereof  yc  are  afraiti,  shall  follow  close  after  you  there  iu 
Egypt ;  and  there  ye  sluil]  die. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  when  Jeremiah  had  made  an  end 
of  speaking  unto  the  people  all  these  words,  then  spake 
Azariah  the  son  of  Ilosbaiah,  aud  Joliamui  tlic  son  of  Kareali, 
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and  all  the  prond  men  unto  Jeremiah,  Thou  speakcst  falsely: 
the  Lord  our  God  hath  not  scut  thee  to  say,  Go  not  into 
Egypt  to  sojourn  there  :  but  Barucli  the  son  of  Neriah  setteth 
thee  on  a^aiiist  us,  to  deliver  us  into  tlie  hand  of  the  Chrd- 
dearis,  that  they  may  put  us  to  death,  and  carry  us  away 
captives  to  Babylon. 

So  Johanaii  the  son  of  Karcah,  and  all  the  captains 
of  the  forees,  and  all  the  peopls,  obeyed  not  the  voicre 
of  the  Lord,  to  dwell  in  the  Land  of  Judah.  But  Johanan 
the  son  of  Kareah,  and  all  the  cjtptains  of  the  forces, 
took  all  the  remnant  of  Judah,  that  were  returned  from 
all  the  nations  whither  they  had  been  driven  to  sojourn 
in  the  land  of  Judah;  even  men,  and  women,  and  children, 
and  the  kiui^'s  daughters,  and  every  person  that  NehuzJiradan 
the  captiiiri  of  the  guard  bad  left  with  Gedaliah  the  boh  of 
Ahikam,  the  son  of  Shaphan,  and  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  and 
Baruch  tbe  son  of  Neriah ;  and  they  came  into  the  land  of 
Egypt;  for  they  ohejcd  not  the  voice  of  the  Lord.  Thus 
came  they  even  to  Tahpanhes. 

Then  came  the  u"onl  of  the  Lord  unto  .Jeremiah  in 
TahpanheSj  sayint^,  Take  great  stones  in  thine  luuid,  and 
hide  them  in  mortar  at  tlie  entry  of  the  palace  of  Pharaoh 
in  Tahpanlies,  in  the  sitcbt  uf  the  men  of  Judah ;  and 
say  unto  them,  Thus  saith  tiie  Ijord  oi  hostB,  the  God  of 
Israel :  Bcbold,  T  will  send  and  take  Nebuchadrezzar  the 
king  of  Bftbykm,  my  servant,  and  will  set  his  throne  upon 
these  stones  that  I  have  bid ;  and  he  shall  spread  his  royal 
pavilion  over  them.  And  M'lien  he  cometh,  he  sbidi  smite  the 
land  of  Egypt ;  such  as  are  for  death  to  death,  and  such  as 
arc  for  captivity  to  captivity,  and  such  as  are  for  the  sword  to 
the  sword.  And  1  will  kindle  a  fire  in  the  houses  of  tlie  gods 
of  Egypt;  and  he  shall  bum  them,  and  carry  them  away 
captives :  and  he  shall  array  himself  with  the  land  of  Egypt, 
as  a  shepherd  putleth  on  his  garment;  and  he  shall  go  fortli 
from  thence  in  peace.  He  shall  also  break  the  pillars  of 
Beth-shemesh,  that  is  in  the  land  of  Egjpt ;  and  the  houses 
of  tlie  gods  of  the  Egyptians  shall  he  burn  with  fire. 

The  %Ford  that  came  to  Jeremiah  concerning  all  the  Jews 

who  dwelt  in  the  hmd  of  Egypt,  at  Migdol,  and  at  Tahpanlies, 
and  at  Noph,  and  in  the  comitry  of  Pathi-os,  saying.  Thus 
eaith  the  LonI  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel :  Ye  have  seen  all 
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the  evil  that  I  have  brought  U|>on  Jerusalem,  and  upon  all 
the  cities  of  Juduh ;  and,  behold,  this  day  they  are  a  desola- 
tion, and  no  man  dwolleth  tltcrein ;  l^ecause  uf  their  wicked- 
ness which  they  Iiave  committed  to  provoke  me  to  anger,  in 
that  they  went  to  hnrn  incense  to  other  gods,  whom  tlwy 
knew  not.  Howhrit  1  constantly  sent  unto  you  all  my 
servants  the  prophets,  sayinjf,  Oh,  do  not  this  abominable 
thing  that  i  hate.  But  they  hearkened  not,  nor  inclined  their 
ear  to  turn  from  their  wickednc5!ii,  to  hum  no  incense  unto 
other  pods.  Wherefore  mine  anger  was  poured  forth,  and 
was  kindled  in  the  cities  of  Jndah  and  in  the  streets  of 
Jerusalem ;  and  they  are  ^vasted  and  desolatt',  as  at  this  day. 

Therefore  now  thus  siiith  the  Ijord,  the  Uod  of  hosts,  the 
God  of  Israel:  Wherefore  couunit  ye  this  gn-at  evil  against 
your  own  souls,  to  cut  off  fnfcii  you  man  and  woman,  child 
and  suckling',  out  of  the  midst  of  Judah,  to  leave  you  none 
to  remain ;  in  that  ye  provoke  nie  with  the  works  of  your 
hands,  burning  incense  unto  other  gods  in  the  Iiuid  of  Egypt, 
whither  ye  he  gone  to  dwell ;  that  ye  may  he  cut  off,  and 
that  ye  may  be  a  curse  and  a  rejiniacli  among  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth  r  Have  ye  forgotten  the  wickedness  of  your 
fathers,  and  the  wickedness  of  the  kings  of  Judah,  and  the 
n'ick<^nesa  of  their  princes,  which  tlipy  (XMumitted  in  the 
land  of  Judah,  and  in  the  streets  of  JerusjUem  ?  The v  did 
not  hunihle  thcnisrlvcs  evpn  unt^)  this  day,  neither  did  they 
fear,  nor  walk  in  my  law,  nor  in  my  statutes,  that  1  set 
before  them  and  befoa-e  their  fathers.  Therefore  thus  sailh 
the  Lord  of  hostH,  the  God  of  Israel :  Behold,  I  will  set  my 
face  against  you  for  evil,  to  cut  off  the  remnant  of  Judah, 
that  have  set  their  faces  to  go  into  the  land  of  Egj-])t  to 
sojourn  tlieie,  and  thry  shall  iJ]  he  consumed. 

Then  all  tlie  men  who  knew  that  their  wives  burned 
iiicen^e  unto  other  go<l«.  and  uU  the  women  that  stood  by, 
a'grrjit  assembly,  even  all  the  people  that  dwelt  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  in  l'at]n-o8,  answered  Jeremiah,  saying,  Aa  for  the 
word  that  thou  bast  spokt-n  unto  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
wc  will  not  hearkeit  unto  thee.  But  we  will  certainly  do 
the  entire  word  u-hteh  hath  gone  forth  out  of  our  mnuth,  to 
burn  incense  unto  the  ([ueen  of  heaven,  and  to  pour  out  drink 
offeringw  imto  her,  as  we  have  done,  we  and  our  fathers,  our 
kings  and  our  urinces,  in  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  in  the 
streets  of  Jerusalem  :  for  then  had  wc  plenty  of  victuals,  and 
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were  well,  and  saw  no  evil.  But  since  ire  left  off  to  burn 
incense  to  the  queen  of  heaven,  and  to  pour  out  drink  offer- 
inifs  unto  her,  we  have  wimted  all  things,  and  have  been 
consumed  by  the  sword  and  by  tJic  famine.  And  t!ic  women 
said.  When  ve  burn  incense  to  the  tjueen  of  he-aven,  and  pour 
out  drink  offerings  inito  her,  do  we  make  her  cakes  to 
worship  her,  and  pour  out  drink  offerings  nnto  her,  without 
our  husbands? 

Then  Jercnuah  said  unto  all  the  people,  to  the  men, 
and  t^»  the  -women,  even  to  ail  the  pcoplr  who  had  g;iveii 
hini  that  answer,  sayiny,  The  incense  that  ye  l)urned  in 
the  cities  of  Judah,  and  in  the  streets  of  Jerusalem,  ye  and 
your  fathers,  your  kings  and  your  jninces,  and  the  people  of 
the  btnd,  did  not  the  Lord  remember  them,  and  came  it  not 
into  his  mind  ?  so  that  the  Lord  could  no  longer  bear,  because 
of  the  e^  il  of  your  doings,  and  because  of  the  abominations 
which  ye  have  committed ;  therefore-  iis  yoiir  land  liecome 
a  desolation,  and  an  astonishment,  and  a  curse,  without 
inhabitant,  as  at  this  day.  Because  ye  have  burned  incense, 
and  because  ye  have  sinned  against  the  Lord,  and  have  not 
ol>eyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  nor  walked  in  his  law,  nor  in  bis 
statutes,  nor  in  his  testimonies ;  therefore  this  evil  is  happened 
unto  you,  as  it  is  this  day. 

Moreover  Jeremiah  sidd  unto  all  the  people,  and  to  all  the 
women.  Hear  the  wort!  of  the  Lord,  all  .ru<Jah  that  are  in  the 
land  of  Egj'pt :  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of 
Israel,  sayinji;:  Ye  and  your  wives  have  both  spoken  ivith 
your  months,  and  fullilled  with  your  hanil,  saying.  We  will 
surely  perform  our  vows  that  we  have  vowed,  to  burn  incense 
to  the  queen  of  heaven,  and  to  pour  out  drink  offcriuj^s  unto 
her:  accoinpHsh,  then,  your  vows.  But  behohl,  I  have 
sworn  by  my  great  name,  saith  the  Lorti,  that  my  name 
ehall  no  more  be  named  in  the  mouth  of  any  man  of 
Judah  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  saying.  As  the  Lord  God 
liveth.  Behold,  I  watcli  over  them  for  evil,  and  not  for 
good  :  and  all  the  men  of  Judah  that  are  in  the  land  of  Egypt 
shall  be  consumed  by  the  sword  and  by  the  fatniiie,  until 
there  he  an  end  of  them.  Only  a  small  number  that  escape 
the  sword  shall  return  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  into  the  land 
of  Judah  ;  find  all  the  retnnaut  of  Jtulah,  that  are  gone  into 
the  land  of  Egypt  to  sojourn  there,  shall  know  whose  word 
shall  stand,  mine,  or  theirs. 
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And  this  shaU  be  the  sign  unto  you,  saith  the  Lord,  that 
I  n-iU  punish  you  in  this  piu.cc,  tluit  yc  muy  know  thtit  my 
words  slinll  Burely  stand  iigjiinst  you  For  pvil:  tliUH  saith  the 
Lord:  Beliohl,  1  will  ^ive  Pliaraoli  Hophra  kinir  nl'  Kgypt 
into  the  hand  of  his  enemies,  and  itito  the  liaiid  of  them  that 
Sfck  his  life  :  us  I  gave  Zedekiah  kini(  of  Jiidah  Into  the  hand 
of  Ncbucha<irrzzar  kiiig  of  Babylon,  bia  ciieiuy,  aud  that 
Bought  his  life. 

This  is  the  last  prbphccy  of  Jeremiuh  which  has  been  preseiTed 
to  us,  aJid  it  19  tlie  last  cvcat  wliit-h  wo  kjiovv  of  in  Ms  life.  So 
the  curtniii  falls  upoii  him;  loufly,  clewjjiseil,  inisuudcratood,  ills- 
obeyed.  His  land  desolnte,  his  people  fxiles:  the  future  doubtful 
and  dark.  It  ia  a  sombre  €iid  to  a  sombre  life.  Yet  he  never 
falt«rii  in  hi?  fundamcutal  behcf:  God  is  righteous. 

But  when  ine  rend  the  re|toi-t  of  lii^  last  iccorilt;d  words,  do  we 
not  have  ii  feeling  that  this  son-ly  tried  prophet,  in  (lie  lieiit  of  his 
zeal  for  tlie  pure  wurBliip  of  tJoii,  has  sometimes  spnken  as  an  angry 
man  (bowcver  justified  the  anger)  rather  thau  as  the  messenger  of 
Divine  Justice  and  Divine  Lovel  Tlie  violence  of  his  language 
seenis  more  human  tlutn  godlike.  When  we  niid  the  words  of  the 
Psalmist,  'If  thou,  Lnrd,  shonldest  mark  iniquities,  O  Lord,  who 
sliall  stand  T  With  God  tliere  is  raercy  and  redemptinn.  For  he 
kiiowelh  our  frame :  lie  roiiieuihereth  that  wo  are  dust,"  does  Ihere 
not  seem  some  conlradiclion  between  words  Hko  these  and  the 
relentleas  violence  of  Jeremiah's^  Whicli  wre  truer  to  tlje  divine 
iKiturel  May  we  not,wn-^  we  not,  believe  that  no  wiekedncBSoan 
make  a  man  an  i^verlastinfT  outcast  before  Gtid  ?  Shall  not  all  find 
mercy.,  if  not  in  tliis  life,  then  in  anotliei)  Wljether  the  threats 
uttered  by  Jeremiuh  against  the  Jewish  refugees  in  Egypt  were 
soon  fnihlled  we  do  not  know.  We  hear  uf  timm  no  moi*. 
They  play  no  furtlipr  part  in  thp  history  of  their  people  or  of 
their  religion.  Yet  whatever  their  fate,  we  cannot  Ifflieve  that 
tliey  were  2>fi''''"aT*e?ii  encndea  of  God — for  God  has  no  eneniiea  iu 
our  sense  of  the  word — or  that,  even  as  he  did  nnl  piniisb  \Wthoiit 
pityinpr.  tlieir  punis]imeiit  did  not  condnee  to  their  own  good,  after 
death  if  not  before  it,  Kvfu  Jtremiah  had  not  lenrut  that  the  idea 
of  vengeance — mere  tit  fur  tat — Js  out  of  place  ati  a]jplied  to  God. 
Wlio  would  think  of  beiiting  a  dog  except  to  benefit  the  dog?  So 
only  can  we  think  of  divine  piiiupiimcnt  upon  man  ;  it  is  and  can 
only  be  purtdy  diselplinab  It  makes  lor  repentance  and  goodnesa, 
or  it  doe:^  not  exist  at  all. 

Tho  prophecy  against  Hojihra  was  not,  &ii  far  as  we  can  ascertain, 
literally  fulfdled.     The  sign  failed.     For  Nebuchadrezzar  did  not 
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invntte  nnd  rnvnge  Egypt  till  after  Hoplim's  deatli.  Gut  t!ic  vuliie 
of  Jeremiah'&  messnge  does  nut  lie  in  nny  alteiiifttcd  foretelling  of 
the  future.  It  lies  in  wlifttever  tnie  wonla  he  uttertd  about 
gooiinega  and  God.  Soniotinies  w«  may  he  inclined  to  ask,  why 
should  thei"e  be  aay  error  or  inipfrfL-ctioji  nt  all  in  the  worils  of 
great  religious  teachers  ?  Wmdd  it  uot  have  lieeii  better  that  they 
were  wholly  trne  and  good?  We  niAy,  however,  nglitly  remember 
that  the  great  teacher  Leiujtiiis  a  man ;  and  no  man  is  errorlcBS 
or  perfect.  Aguiu,  the  search  for  tmlb  and  the  upward  ^^triving 
towards  IIk'  better  are  among  the  highest  qualities  of  man.  If 
any  one  teacher,  or  set  of  tijachera,  could  reveal  to  man  the  absolute 
and  comiilel-e  tnitli  ouce  for  all,  uo  further  search  or  ytriviiig  would 
be  either  ui-edful  or  possible,  Hniuau  life  in  one  direction  would 
come  t«  41  standHtill,  and  stjmdstili  and  slajifintaon  are  closely 
allied.  Lastly,  the  elements  of  good  iire  not  the^isfdvss  less  good 
and  true  Isocaufie  they  are  mingled  with  error.  The  gold  is  gold 
in  spite  of  the  alloy  which  mu'rouuda  it.  Truth  uud  goodneas 
are  Gtd't)  creiitions,  and  he  who  created  them  la  hinteclf  the  Uvlu^ 
ideal  of  Goodness  and  Truth. 

§  30.  Before  finally  porting  with  Jeremiah  let  lis  hear  a  famona 
chnpter  from  bia  book,  which  may  or  may  not  be  from  his  pen, 
about  the  futare  restoration  of  tlie  exiles  both  of  the  Northern  acd 
of  tlie  Southei-u  kingdom.  It  coiitains^  pagsugca  of  great  interest 
and  importauco. 

At  that  time,  aaith  the  Lord,  will  I  be  the  God  of  all  the 
fjiniilies  of  Israel,  and  tiiey  shall  be  my  people.  Thus  saith 
the  Lordj  The  people  who  have  escaped  tlie  sword  shall  liiid 
ijrace  in  the  wilderneMs;  Israel  eonieth  t.i)  his  rest.  1  have 
loved  thee  with  an  everlasting-  love:  therefore  I  dniw  thee  to 
me  with  lovingkindness.  Attain  will  I  build  thee,  iitid  thou 
slialt  be  built,  O  virghi  of  Israel :  again  shalt  thou  he  adorned 
with  thy  tiibrets,  and  ahult  go  forth  in  the  dances  of  them 
that  make  merry.  Again  shalt  thou  plant  vineyards  upon 
the  niountaina  of  Samaria:  the  planters  shall  plant,  and  shall 
enjoy  the  fruit  thereof.  For  there  shall  he  a  day,  that  the 
watchmen  upon  t)ie  mountains  of  Ephraim  shall  ery,  Arise 
ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  Zion  unto  the  Lord  our  God. 

For  thus  saitli  tlu^  Lord,  Sing  with  gladness  for  Jacob,  and 
shout  for  the  chief  of  the  nations  :  publish  ye,  praise  ye,  and, 
say,  God  hath  saved  his  people,  the  remnant  of  Israel.  Behold, 
I  will  bring  theni  from  the  north  country,  and  gather  them 
from  the  furthest  parts  of  the  earth :  a  ^Teat  company  shall 
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return  hitlipr.  They  alitill  come  with  wecpinj?,  uiitl  with  suppli- 
ciitioiiR  will  I  k'jul  tlii'in :  1  \y\\\  rauae  them  to  walk  by  rivera 
of  untcjii,  in  it  straight  M-ay  whereiti  tliey  shall  not  stumble: 
for  I  itiii  n  fiithcr  tu  Isniel,  and  Ephraim  is  my  firstborn. 

llnir  thr  uDnl  t>l'  tin-  Lorti,  O  yc  iiatlonSj  aiid  declare  it  in 
tlir  ihIcn  afiir  ofT ;  mid  suy,  \lv.  tbut  scatterud  Israel  will 
inithcr  him,  and  keen  him,  as  »  shepher*!  doth  hta  fluck. 
For  the  LortI  hath  redeemed  Jacob,  and  ritnsomed  him  from 
the  hiiiiil  of  hill)  that  was  stronger  than  he.  Therefore  they 
Htiall  (-t)iiu'  aitd  sing  tn  the  height  oE  Zioii,  and  their  soul 
nhall  he  as  a  watertnl  ganlen  ;  and  they  shall  not  sorrow  any 
iniin-  at  all.  Then  shall  the  virgin  rejoice  in  the  dance,  atid 
youni;  men  and  oUl  together:  for  1  will  turn  their  mourning 
into  joy,  and  will  comfort  them,  and  make  them  rejoice  from 
their  sorrow.  And  my  people  shall  be  satisHed  with  my 
giKidtiesb,  saith  the  Lord. 

Thua  saith  the  Lord ;  A  voice  is  heard  in  Ramab,  lamen- 
tation, and  bitter  weeping,  liachel  weeping  for  her  children  ; 
ahe  refuseth  to  be  comforted  for  her  children,  Irecause  they 
are  not.  Thus  saith  the  Lord :  Kefraiti  thy  voice  fioin 
weeping,  and  thine  eyes  from  tears:  for  they  shall  come 
again  from  the  land  of  the  erjemy.  And  there  is  hope  for 
thy  time  to  ccmit,  saitli  the  Lord  ;  ami  thy  children  sliall 
come  again  to  their  own  l>order,  I  have  surely  heard, 
Kphraim  bemoaning  himself  thus,  Thou  hast  chastised  me, 
and  I  was  chastised,  us  a  calf  unaccustomed  to  the  yoke: 
turn  thou  me,  and  I  shall  he  turned  ;  for  thou  art  the  Lurd 
mv  God.  Surely  after  that  I  turned  away  frocn  thee,  I  re- 
pented ;  atid  after  that  I  found  understandingj  I  smote  upon 
my  thigh :  I  am  ashamed,  yea,  even  confounded,  because 
]  bear  tlie  reproach  of  my  youth.  Is  Kphraun  my  dear  son  ? 
is  he  a  pleasant  child?  for  as  often  as  1  tlireaten  him,  I  must 
earnestly  remember  him  still  :  therefoie  my  pity  is  moved  for 
him;   I  will  surely  have  mercy  upon  him,  saith  the  Ijord. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  Ood  of  Israel :  Yet  again 
shall  they  use  this  speech  in  the  land  of  Judah  acid  in  the 
cities  thereof,  when  1  shall  bring  again  their  captivity  :  The 
Lord  bless  thee,  O  haliiU'itioii  of  justice,  and  niountiiin  of 
holiness.  And  there  shall  dwell  therein  Judah  and  all  the 
cities  thereof  together;  the  husbandmen,  and  they  that  go 
forth  with  flocks.  For  I  have  satiated  the  weary  soul,  and 
I  have  replenished  every  sorrowful  soul. 
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Behold,  the  days  come,  snith  the  Txird,  that  I  will  row  the 
house  of  Israel  and  the  house  of  Jiidiih  with  the  seed  of  niim, 
and  uHth  the  seed  of  beast.  And  it  shall  eome  to  pass,  that 
like  aa  I  have  watched  over  tlicm  to  pluek  up  and  to  break 
down,  and  to  throw  down,  and  to  destroy,  and  to  afflict;  so 
will  I  watch  over  them  to  build  and  to  plant,  saith  the  Lord. 
In  those  days  tliey  shnll  say  no  rnore.  The  fathers  have  eaten 
sour  grapes,  and  the  ehildren's  teeth  arc  set  on  edge.  But 
every  one  shall  die  for  his  a\vn  init|uity:  every  man  that 
patc'th  the  sour  j^rapea,  his  teeth  shall  be  act  on  edge. 

Reliold,  tlie  daja  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  make 
a  new  covenant  with  the  house  of  li^rael,  and  with  the  house 
oF  Judah :  not  according  to  the  covenant  that  I  made  with 
their  fathers  in  the  day  tliat  I  took  tlieni  by  the  hand  to  bring 
them  out  of  the  land  of  Kpypt;  which  niv  covenant  they 
brakeband  I  rejected  themj  saith  tlie  Lord.  But  this  shall  he 
the  covenoiit  that  I  will  make  with  the  house  oi'  Israel  after 
those  days,  saith  the  Lord;  1  will  put  my  law  in  their  in- 
ward parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts;  and  I  will  be  their 
God,  and  they  shall  be  my  people :  and  they  shall  teach  no 
more  every  man  bis  neighbour,  and  every  man  his  brother, 
sayingj  Know  the  Lord :  for  they  shall  all  know  mc,  from 
the  least  of  tlieui  unto  the  greatest  of  them,  saith  the  Lord : 
for  I  ^rill  forgive  their  init^uity,  and  their  sin  will  1  remember 
no  more. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord,  who  giveth  the  sun  for  a  li^ht  by 
day,  and  the  ordinances  of  the  moon  and  of  the  stiirs  for 
a  light  by  night,  who  stirreth  up  the  sea,  that  the  waves 
thereof  roar:  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  his  name:  If  those  ordi- 
nances depart  from  before  mc,  saith  the  Lord,  then  the  seed 
of  Israel  also  shall  cease  from  beint;  a  nation  before  me  for 
ever.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  :  If  heaven  above  can  he  uieaaured, 
and  the  foundations  of  the  earth  searched  out  beneath,  I  will 
also  cast  off  all  the  seed  of  Israel  for  all  that  they  have  done, 
saith  the  Lord. 

'  God  will  liaYtf  pity  upoti  Iwrael."  This  is  Jeremiah's  unalterable 
conviction.  If  m,  the  deduction  xvas  ohvinvis.  There  would  ha 
a  returu  from  captivity.  Inraol  wuuld  come  again  into  his  owu 
land :  both  Samaria  aad  Jerusulcm  would  bo  rebuilt  luitl  floiirii^li 
anew.  So  U'  the  Danes  were  comj»ercd  by  the  Uussiatis  and  carried 
away  as  exiles  to  Siberia,  tho  higlicst  gi>nd  which  tliey  could 
coiicuivB,  and  the  groateat  pruof  uf  diviue  furjjiveness,  wuuld  be 
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restoraliou  tu  Deimmrk :    Ludc|>cu<leu(K)   aiid  pro$[]Crity  in  their 
own  Innd. 

To-day  our  Iiopps  and  thoiig-Itt^n  nre  different.  "We  alao  know  that 
the  kmj;iloin  of  Isravl  and  its  iulmbitautB  have  distippeared  fur 
ever.  Our  uolioii  of  G-jd's  forgiveuesa  and  favour  is  no  longer 
qaitu  the  eame  us  Jtremtah's.  Our  iiutiou  of  Ood'a  favour  is  that 
the  peculiar  worlc  and  mifrsioii  of  Judaiani  ph;il]  be  accnmplifllied  in 
the  world.  This  iudeed  implieit  that  those  of  our  hrolhei'houd 
whci  are  aufl'ci-inc;  under  persecution  and  dletress  bhall  sufl"cr  no 
locger,  hut  it  does  not  imply  resloratiu^n  to  Palestine-.  Kor  the 
Juwa  are  something  other  and  higher  than  a  nation.  They  are 
a  religtouH  hrotherhood,  who  hold  toj^tther  aud  remain  apart  not 
for  puliiical  and  uatlonal,  hut  for  rcHgioua  and  spiritual  ends. 
And  V.V  thhik  of  the  Jewi*  lei^s  in  relation  to  therneelves  than  In 
relation  to  the  world.  Our  higliest  idea  of  jn(jsp<?rity  for  an 
individual  is  cnt  merely  that  he  should  himBelf  he  happy,  hut  that 
he  should  make  othfi'a  huppy  to  the  full  limits  of  hia  own  powers. 
And  when  we  taxy  ha]ipy  we  do  not  mean  merely  hnppy  iu  tlje  lower 
eense  of  tlie  word,  but  wo  mean  wise  ami  gornl  aiid  religious.  And 
BO  our  highest  idea  of  proi^perity  for  the  Jews  is-  not  merely  that 
that  they  jihonhJ  Ihemselves  ho  '  liappy,'  hut  thaf  tln'y  should  help 
towarda  aud  witnesa  the  t^'nidual  fidSlHiif.'  of  the  nudent  hope; 
'iu  thee  all  families  of  the  earth  shall  be  blessed.'  The  only  trua 
busiiie^nj  and  fun«;tioii  of  the  Jew  arw  with  goodric&s  and  God. 

Now  let  UP  notice  n  few  paiticulnr  Iraitii  in  the  general  picture. 

'  Turu  thou  nifi  and  I  bh»U  lie  turned.'  Famous  words.  We 
have  had  the  thought  hefere.  Aud  Jeremiah  had  prayed :  '  Heal 
me,  0  Lord,  and  I  shall  be  heided ;  save  me,  aud  I  sIihII  be  saved: 
for  thou  art  my  praii^e.'  God  brings  us  hud;  to  him  if  we  seek 
retuni.  llepeutauce  is  neither  purely  human  uor  purely  diviue. 
It  is  both  in  one. 

'  The  fathere  have  ealeu  aour  grapes  and  the  children's  teeth  are 
set  on  edge.'  A  strRiigs;  proverb.  Dnt  I  will  not  s^peak  about  it 
here,  for  we  shall  muet  it  again,  and  then  T  shall  have  Beverat 
thinca  to  say  of  it. 

'  i  will  make  a  new  covenant.'  A  very  famous  passage.  Many 
people  think  it  means  niueh  more  than,  ol-  Bumething  very  different 
from,  that  which  it  reallydoes  mean.  The  contents  of  the  old  and 
the  new  covenants  arc  just  the  same.  Both  ii^ay :  Worahip,  fear, 
aud  love  God ;  purely,  simply,  faithfully.  Both  say :  Be  just, 
compassion ati',  humblB.  He  holy,  for  God  is  boly.  Both  say : 
As  regards  thy  fellow  man,  help,  foj-give,  love,  13ut  the  old 
covenant  was  fxtemai:  that  i«  to  aay,  God  said,  T)o  tliis  aud  do 
that,  and  God's  bidding   was   written   down  aud  became  a  law. 


Ifivael  broke  this  covonnnt,  for  it  did  not  obey  this  law.  Tlio  uew 
foveoant  JM  inward:  that  is  tn  finy, tiie  divini)  ccimmandinentB  BhiiU 
fit  iu  with  ftuii  correspomJ  to  kihu's  ut'w  mid  rcfjonenitu  naturB. 
He  ehul]  not  iited  to  I*  taii|[rht :  for  what  lie  onylit  to  do,  he  will 
wish  to  di>.  As  lie  should  be,  so  lie  ufiU  be.  The  wiilten  and 
exterual  law  will  be  absorbed.  If.  will  be  wbolly  h!s.  It  will 
become  part  and  pnrcel  of  his  very  self,  bone  of  hia  bone,  spirit  of 
his  spirit.  There  will  be  no  difi'treiice  between  '  is '  and  '  oURht,'  for 
'  ought '  will  be  graven  upon  tbe  very  heiirt  of  man.  Tho  Feat  oiid 
BDTirc*  of  nil  action,  the  heart  (and  where  we  in  Kiiglie.b  say  the  will, 
tlie  mind,  the  disjiosition,  the  thuracter,  the  Hebrow  could  only  fay 
the  henit)  shall  betorae  pure  utid  ^'ood  iimi  loviug.  The  heart  shall 
know  God  nnd  love  Ood  ur.d  yatru  to  do  his  biddiiifj.  If,  then, 
there  be  ibis  good  will,  all  compnlBion,  nil  command,  becurae 
needless.  Or  rathei'  what  wa«  coiumaud  is  nuw  desire,  Wbnt  was 
duty  is  now  tniutfigmed  ijito  love. 

Of  course  ill!  this  ig  hu  ideal,  but  it  is  Ril  ideni  which  ID&y 
and  can  inflnenee  our  lives,  and  towards  which  we  should  coii- 
Btantly  strive.  We  mnst  Be«l:  to  obey  Gcd'e  law,  in  other 
worda  we  must  seek  to  ho  good.  If  wo  cniuiot  obey  it  withtjut 
a  struggle,  then  we  must  obey  it  wilb  a  strugg'le.  But  the 
highest  and  hebt  thing  is  lo  ttant  to  id^ey  it,  so  to  love  Ooil  that 
obedient-e  becomes  our  with  and  will,  Wheii,  the  heart  is  tet 
towards  goudceBft  and  God,  what  need  of  words  like  'thnu  sbalt' 
or  '  thou  sbult  not ' )  We  i*houId  then  uted  compultiiou  to  da 
wrong,  not  cunipulsiou  tu  do  right! 

Thus,  tiie  new  coveiifint  is  not  different  from  the  old  aa  regards 
its  contents.  And  perljaps  no  one  can  dmw  near  to  the  gates  of  i 
the  new  covenant  who  haa  not  aerred  his.  apprentice Khip  in  tlie  old. 
Mo3t  of  us  must  be  content  if  we  are  partly  nud  soinetinics  in  the 
old  covenant  and  partly  and  sometimes  in  the  new.  For  none  of 
lie  cn.n  hope  to  live  always  without  error  and  without  sin.  And 
yet,  if  we  all  '  knew  the  Lord '  iu  Jcreniiali's  sense,  sin  mid  error 
would  be  inipoKsible.  Still  we  can  strive  :  and  the  more  we  strive 
and  the  more  we  love — love  God  and  love  goodness — Ihe  nearer 
ahall  we  come  to  the  ideal  in  whi{;h  duty  and  desire  arealnaja  one, 
and  law  and  love  are  merged  into  a  fair  and  flawless  unity. 

§  31.  .Tenisalem  wns  taken  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  fourth  mcmth. 
That  is  the  month  called  iu  Hebrew  A  h,  and  correspantliuij;  roujjJdy 
with  our  July.  The  siege  had  lasted  une  year,  five  oionthHi  and 
tweiify-seven  days.  Great  mqst  have  been  its  horrors  :  '  the  famine 
wftfi  sore  in  the  eity,  fo  that  tliere  was  no  bread  for  the  people  of 
the  land.'  TbtFe  short  worda  of  the  historian  imply  more  than 
they  say.     What  they  imply  is  parlly  revealed  to  u»  in  the  five 
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Roiigfi  of  ii4)rrow,  called  the  Lame u tuitions,  written  tocuminenioratetlifl 
Etcge  aod  snck  of  Jerusalem  atid  tlic  full  of  the  monarcliy.  Where 
Biid  when  they  were  written  and  hy  whiJiu  are  ull  uukiiown.  It 
used  to  be  Biipposed  that  they  ivere  the  work  nf  Jereraiah.  but  this 
IB  ciToueoua.  As  examples  of  what  is  called  eWgiai:  |>oetry,  and  iis 
examjiU's  of  deep  aud  natural  giief  for  uattoiiul  disaster,  tbcy  take 
high  rank,  and  thercfori:  I  caniiuL  ivfruiii  fruri  quuting  portions  uf 
them  here.  ThE-ti  we  shall  have  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  tho 
Jewish  exiles  in  Haliylonia. 

How  doth  the  city  sit  solitary,  that  was  full  of  people  ! 

How  is  she  become  us  u  widow,  thut  was  great  among  the 
nutioas ! 

The  princt'ss  among  thr  provinces  is  herome  tributary  ! 

She  wwi)eth  gore  in  the  night,  and  Iter  tejirs  are  on  her 
cheeks ; 

Among  all  her  lovers  she  hath  none  to  comfort  her: 

All  her  friends  have  dealt  treacherously  with  her. 

They  are  become  her  enemies. 

Jndah  'm  j^oiie  into  exile  becrmse  of  affliction,  aud  because 
of  i;re;tt  servitude; 

She  du'eileth  among  the  heathen,  she  fiudeth  no  rest: 

All  her  peraecutors  civertcmk  her  in  the  midst  of  herstraiU. 

The  ways  to  Zion  do  mourn,  because  none  come  to  the 
festal  iLSseinbly ; 

All  her  gates  aiT  desolate,,  her  priests  sigh  : 

Her  vir^ns  are  afflicted,  and  she  is  in  bitterness. 

Her  adversaries  are  become  the  head,  her  eneniiea  prosper; 

For  the  Lord  hath  jJHicted  her  for  the  multitude  of  her 
transgrcBsinns : 

Her  children  are  ^ne  into  captivit}'  before  the  adversary. 

And  from  the  daughter  of  Zion  all  her  splendour  Is 
departed : 

Her  princes  are  become  like  harts  that  find  no  pasture, 

And  they  are  gone  without  strength  before  the  pursuer. 


Jerusalem  reniembereth  the  days  of  her  affliction  aud  of 
her  miseries. 

When  her  people  fell  into  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  and  none 
did  help  her, 

The  adversaries  saw  her,  they  did  mock  at  her  bcreavc- 
meuts. 
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Jcntsaloin  hutli  grievously  smiicd  ;  she  is  become  an 
impurity : 

All  tliiit  honoured  her  despise  her^  because  tbey  have  seen 
her  ruin  : 

Yea,  she  sigheth,  and  turncth  away. 

The  udversiiry  stretched  out  liis  hand  towards  iill  iier 
treasures. 

Yea,  she  hath  seen  the  heathen  enter  into  her  siinctuiirj', 

AU  her  people  sit^hj  they  seek  bread  ; 

They  have  jjivcn  their  treasures  to  possess  their  lives. 

AU  ye  IhiiX  puss  by, 

Hfibold,  ruid  art;  if  there  be  any  sorrow  like  unto  my 
sorrow,  which  is  done  unto  ine, 

Wherewith  the  Lord  hath  afflicted  me  in  the  day  of  his 
an^er. 

For  these  things  1  weep;  mine  eye  niniietb  down  witli 
tears ; 

Because  the  comforter  that  should  revive  my  soul  is  far 
from  me : 

My  children  arc  desolate,  because  the  enemy  prevjiiled. 

Zion  spreatieth  forth  her  hands ;  there  is  uune  to  comfort 
her. 

The  Lord  is  righteous ;  for  I  have  rebelled  against  hia 
commandment : 

Hear,  I  pray  you,  all  ye  peoples,  and  behold  my  acirrow : 

My  virgins  and  my  younj^  men  are  gone  itito  captivity. 

1  called  for  my  lovers,  but  they  deceived  nie : 

My  priet^ts  and  mine  elders  died  from  hunger, 

While  they  sought  them  food  but  foiuul  it  not. 

Behold,  O  Lord,  my  distress ;  uiy  soul  is  troubled ; 

Mine  heart  in  turned  within  me;  fur  I  have  grievously 
rebelled : 

Abroad  the  sword  bereaveth,  at  home  there  is  pestilence. 

They  have  heard  my  sighing ;  there  is  none  to  comfort 
mc; 

All  mine  enemies  have  heard  of  my  trouble;  they  are  glad 
that  thou  hast  done  it. 


How  hath  the  Lord  covered  the  daughter  of  Zion  with 
a  cloud ! 

He  hath  cast  down  from  beavcu  unto  the  earth  the  beauty 
of  Israel. 
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The  TjOiyI  hath  destroyed  all  tlit  habitntioiis  of  Jacoti,  and 
huth  not  pitied ; 

He  Imtli  thrown  down  it)  his  uiiith  the  strong  holds  of  Uie 
daiii^htcr  of  Jiuijih ; 

He  hatli  hroui^lit  them  (h>\vn  to  ihi;  tfnmiid  : 

He  hath  poUnted  the  kingdom  and  the  princes  then-of. 

The  Lord  is  become  as  an  enemy,  he  hiith  swallowed  up 
laruel ; 

He  hath  swidloned  up  ull  liis  palaces,  be  huth  destroyed 
his  strong  holds : 

And  hatl)  inereiised  in  the  daughter  of  Jiidah  niuuniini; 
and  lnn)ent:Ltloii, 

The  Lord  huth  caused  festival  and  sabbath  to  be  forgotten 
it]  Zion, 

Ami  huth  despised  in  Ida  ituligiiatlon  the  king  and  the 
priest. 

The  Lord  hath  cast  off  his  altar,  lie  hath  abhorred  his 
sanctuary. 

He  hatii  jjik't-n  it  up  into  the  hand  of  the  enemy. 

They  have  nuute  a  noise  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  us  in 
the  day  of  a  festival. 

The  Lord  hath  purposed  to  destroy  the  wall  of  the  daughter 
uf  Zion ; 

H<'  liallt  stretefied  out  tlie  line,  he  hatli  not  withdrawn  his 
liiiTid  from  destroyinjr; 

He  made  the  rampart  and  wait  to  lament;  they  languish 
together. 

Her  gates  are  sunk  into  the  ground ;  he  hath  destroyed 
and  broken  her  bars : 

Her  king  and  her  princes  are  among  the  nations; 

There  is  no  teaching;  her  prophets  ftnd  no  vision  from 
the  Lord. 

Tlie  elders  of  tlie  daughter  of  Zion  sit  upon  the  ground, 
and  keep  silence ; 

They  have  east  up  dust  upon  their  heads;  the}'  have 
girded  themselves  with  sackcloth: 

The  virgins  of  Jerusalem  hang  down  their  heads  to  the 
ground. 

Mine  eyes  do  fail  with  tears,  my  lieart  is  troubled. 
My  soul  is  wasted  within  me,  for  the  destruction  of  the 
daughter  of  my  people; 
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Because  the  children  uiiJ  the  sucklings  swoon  in  the  streets 
cif  the  city. 

They  say  to  their  mothers,  Where  is  corn  and  wine? 

When  they  swoon  as  the  wrnnicled  in  the  streets  of  the  city, 

Wheu  they  breutke  out  their  lives  into  their  mothers' 
Iwsoin. 

To  what  shiitl  I  co[n(>iLPe  thee  ?  what  sliall  I  liken  to  Uiet. 
O  daughter  of  JfrusjUetn? 

What  shall  I  efpial  to  thee,  that  I  may  comfort  thee, 
O  virgin  diiughter  of  Zion  ? 

For  tliy  breach  is  great  like  the  sen. :  who  can  heal  thee? 

Thy  prophets  saw  vain  und  foolish  visions  for  thee. 

And  they  did  nut  discover  tliine  iniquity,  to  prevent  thine 
exile : 

But  have  seen  for  thee  oracles  of  vanity  and  banishment. 

All  tlnit  pass  by  chip  their  iiaiids  at  thcc; 

They  hiss  and  wag  their  head  at  tlie  daugliter  of  .Jerusalem. 

Is  this  the  perfection  of  beauty,  The  joy  of  the  whole  earth  r 

All  thine  enemies  have  opened  their  mouth  against  thee; 

They  Idas  and  gnash  the  teeth  j  they  say.  We  have  swal- 
lowed her  up  i 

Certainly  this  is  the  day  that  we  looked  for;  we  have- 
found,  we  have  seen  it. 

The  Lord  liath  done  that  «'hkch  he  devised  ; 

He  hath  fidfiUed  Ids  word  that  he  enjoined  in  the  days 
of  old  ; 

He  hath  thrown  down,  and  hath  not  pitied: 

And  he  hath  caused  the  enemy  to  rejoice  over  thee, 

He  hath  set  up  the  horn  of  thine  adversaries. 

Cry  aloud  unto  the  Lord,  O  virgin  daughter  of  Sion,  let 
thy  tears  run  down  like  a  river  day  and  night; 

Give  thyself  no  rest ;  let  not  tlie  apple  of  thine  eye  cease. 

Arise,  cry  out  in  the  night,  at  the  hegijniing  of  the  watches; 

Pour  out  thine  heart  like  water  before  the  fiice  of  the  Lord : 

Lift  up  thy  hands  toward  liini  for  the  life  of  thy  young 
children. 

Young  and  old  lie  on  the  ground  in  the  streets ; 

My  virgins  and  my  young  men  are  fallen  hy  tlie  sword : 

Thou  hast  slain  them  in  the  day  of  thine  anger;  thou  hast 
killed,  and  not  pitied. 

Thou  hast  called,  as  in  the  day  of  a  festival,  them  that 
frighten  me  from  every  side, 
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So  that  ill  the  day  ol  the  Ijord's  anger  none  escaped  nor 
remained : 

Those  that  I  have  swaddled  and  brought  up  hath  mine 
enemy  cunaumcd. 

How  hath  the  goKl  become  dim  !  how  niis  the  most  6ne 
gold  changed  ! 

The  Rtonea  of  thf^  sanctuary  were  thrown  about  at  the 
comers  of  every  street. 

The  precious  sons  of  Zion.  comparable  to  fine  gold, 

Hon'  were  they  esteemed  as  earthen  pitchers,  the  work 
oE  the  hands  of  the  potter  ! 

The  t(inj,fue  of  the  sucking  child  clave  to  the  roof  of  his 
mouth  for  thirst ; 

The  young  children  asked  for  bread,  and  no  man  brake  it 
unto  them. 

They  that  did  feed  delicately  perished  in  the  street-s : 

They  that  were  bn>ught  up  in  scarlet  embraced  dunghills. 

Her  nobles  were  purer  than  snow,  they  were  whiter  than 
milk, 

They  were  more  ruddy  m  body  than  corals,  their  hair 
shone  like  sapphires. 

But  now  their  visage  is  blacker  than  a  coal;  they  are  not 
known  in  the  streets  : 

Their  skin  cleaveth  to  their  bonea ;  it  is  withered,  it  is 
become  like  a  stick. 

Happier  they  that  were  slain  with  the  sword  than  they 
that  were  shiin  with  hunger ; 

For  these  pined  away,  wasted  like  the  fruits  of  the  field. 

The  hands  of  women  have  sodden  their  own  cliihlren  ; 

They  were  their  food  in  the  destruction  of  the  daughter  of 
my  people. 

The  Lord  hath  poured  out  his  anger ; 

And  ho  hath  kindled  a  fire  in  Zion,  and  it  hath  devoured 
the  foundations  thereof. 

The  kings  of  the  earth  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world 
Ijclicvcd  not 

That  the  adversary  and  the  enemy  would  enter  into  the 
gates  of  Jerusiilem. 

It  is  because  of  the  sins  of  her  prophets,  and  the  iniquitirft 
of  her  priests, 

That  have  shed  the  blood  of  the  just  in  the  midst  of  her. 
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Men  cried  unto  them,  Depart  ye,  unclean  1  depart,  depart, 
touch  not : 

They  can  find  no  rest,  they  shall  no  nrkore  sojoum  here. 

Our  eyes  failed  in  luuking  viLluly  for  help : 

In  our  watching  we  watched  for  a  nation  that  eould  not 
save. 

They  hunted  cur  steps,  that  we  could  not  go  in  our 
streets  : 

Our  end  drew  near,  our  days  were  fulfilled. 

Our  pursuers  were  swifter  than  the  eagles  of  the  heaven  : 

They  pursued  us  upon  the  mountains,  they  la.id  wait  for  ua 
in  the  wilderness. 

The  breath  of  our  nostrils,  the  anointed  of  the  Lord,  was 
taken  in  their  pits ; 

Of  whom  we  said,  Under  his  shiidow  we  shall  live  among 
the  natioiiB. 


Uemcmber,  O  Lctrd,  what  is  come  upon  us : 

Consider,  and  behold  our  reproach. 

Our  inheritance  is  given  unto  strangere, 

Our  houses  unto  iilieiis. 

We  are  orphans  and  fatherless, 

Our  mothers  are  as  widows. 

We  have  drunken  our  water  for  money  ; 

Our  wood  is  sold  unto  us. 

Our  ^lursuera  are  uiJon  our  necks,  we  are  pursued; 

We  labour,  and  have  no  rest. 

Our  fathers  have  sinne<],  and  are  not; 

And  we  have  borne  their  iniquities. 

Sen'anta  rule  over  ub  : 

There  is  none  that  can  deliver  us  out  of  their  hand, 

W^c  get  our  bread  with  the  peril  of  our  Uvea 

Because  of  the  sword  of  the  wilderness. 

Our  skin  is  black  like  an  oven 

Because  of  the  burning  heat  of  famine. 

Princes  were  hanged  up  by  their  hand  : 

The  faces  of  elders  were  not  honoured. 

The  young  men  nmst  bear  the  mill, 

And  the  children  stunilded  under  the  wood. 

The  elders  have  ceased  from  the  gate. 

The  young  men  from  tbeir  music. 

The  joy  of  our  heart  is  ceased; 
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Our  dance  is  turned  into  mourning. 

The  croHii  is  fullen  from  our  head  : 

Woe  unto  us !  thiit  wc  have  sinned. 

For  this  (ujr  heart  is  faint ; 

For  these  things  our  eves  are  dim  ; 

For  the  niount;iin  of  S^iorij  which  is  desolate  ; 

The  foxes  walk  upon  it.  » 

Thou,  O  Lord,  remaincst  for  ever; 

Thy  tlirwne  is  from  ifeueration  to  generation. 

Wherefore  dost  thou  forg-et  \i8  for  ever, 

And  forsake  us  so  lon^  time  ? 

Turn  thou  u&  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  and  we  shall  be  turned  ; 

Renew  our  days  as  of  old. 

I  atn  the  man  that  hath  seen  affliction  by  the  rod  of  hia 
wrath. 

He  hath  led  me  and  brought  me  into  darkness  and 
^loom. 

Surely  against  me  he  turncth  hia  hand  all  the  day. 

My  flesh  find  my  skiti  hath  he  worn  out ;  he  hath  broken 
my  bones. 

He  hath  builded  against  me,  and  cocn^mssed  me  with  gall 
and  wormwood. 

He  hedged  me  about,  that  I  cainiot  get  out ;  he  made  niy 
chain  heavy. 

Also  when  I  cry  and  shout,  he  shutteth  out  my  prayer. 

He  inclosed  my  ways  with  hewn  stone,  he  made  my  paths 
crooked. 

He  was  unto  me  as  a  bear  lying  in  wait^  as  a  Iton  in  secret 
places. 

He  turned  jiside  my  ways,  and  pulled  me  in  pieces ;  he 
hath  made  me  desolate. 

He  bent  hia  bow,  and  set  me  as  a  mark  for  the  arrow. 

He  hath  caused  the  arrows  of  his  quiver  to  enter  into  my 
reins. 

1  am  hccomc  a  derision  to  all  peoples ;  and  their  song  all 
the  day. 

He  liath  filled  mc  with  bitterness,  he  hath  made  me 
th'unken  with  wormwood. 

He  hath  also  broken  my  teeth  with  gravel  stones,  he  hath 
covered  me  with  ashes. 

Thou  hast  robbed  my  soul  of  peace ;  I  forgat  prosperity. 
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And  I  saidj  My  strength  and  my  hope  arc  perished  from 
the  Lord. 

Remember  mine  affliction  and  my  misery,  the  wormwood 
and  the  gall. 

This  1  recall  Ut  my  mind,  thvreFt>n'  have  T  hope : 

The  Lord's  mercies  cease  not,  his  conipassitHis  fail  not. 

They  are  new  every  niorning  ;  great  is  thy  faithfulness. 

The  Lord  ia  my  portion,  saith   my  soul ;    therefore   will 
I  hope  in  him. 

The  Lord  is  good  unto  them  thut  wait  for  him,  to  the  soul 
that  seeketh  him. 

It  is  good  that  a  man  should  hope  and  (pnetly  Wiiit  for  the 
salvation  of  the  Lord. 

It  is  good  for  a  man  that  he  bear  the  yoke  in  his  yimth. 

Let  him  sit  alone  and  keep  silence,  because  Gud  hath  laid 
it  upon  him. 

Let  him  put  liis  mouth  in  the  dust;  perchance  there  may 
yet  he  hope. 

Let  him  give  his  cheek  to  him  that  smiteth  him ;  let  him 
be  fille<l  full  with  reproach. 

For  the  Liird  will  not  c-ast  off  for  ever. 

For  though  be  cause  grief,  yet  will  lie  have  eompassiou 
according  to  the  multitude  of  his  mercies. 

For  he  doth  not  afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children 
of  men. 

To  crush  under  his  feet  all  the  prisoners  of  the  earth. 

To  luni  aside  the  right  of  a  maw  before  the  face  of  the 
Most  High, 

To  subvert  a  man  in  his  cause,  the  Lord  approvcth  not. 

\Vho   is  he  that  saitli,  and  it  cometh  to  pass,  unless  the 
Lord  comtnandeth  it  ? 

Out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Most  High  proceedetli  not  evit 
and  good  } 

Wliereforc  doth  a  living  man  comptaiu,  a  man  for  the 
punishment  of  liis  sins  ? 

Let  us  search  ai^d  try  our  waySj  an^l  turn  again  to  the 
Lord. 

Let  us  lift  up  our  heart  with  our  hands  unto  God  in  the 
heavens. 


Tliesft  8!>ng8  of  Forrow  are  very  human  both  in  their  weakiiefs 

and   iu  tUeir  atreugth.     They  should  uut  be  regaided  iis  purely 
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rpligiouB  poetry.  They  nrfl  patriotic  poetrj',  penetrated  more  or 
Ibbs  tlioi*ounlily  Willi  religious  sentiment.  Some  purta  of  them 
wo  ciiniiut  uuw  wholly  jiK^ee  with,  but  in  the  conifort  BiiJ  httppiiiess 
of  our  Kii|^lihli  iir  Amcrluuti  homes  we  uie  not  good  judges  of  their 
writirs'  cnse.  If  we  hwd  seen  Tiondnn  or  New  York  hesie^e<l,  cap- 
tured niid  given  to  the  flaiiifs,  had  eeen  men  and  women  niid  uhildrca 
i^litia  liy  the  swoi'd  and  '  slaia '  by  fiUDine,  and  others  sold  hs  slitves  or 
led  iiwiiy  into  captivity,  we  tiliutdd  he  able  better  to  appreciate  the 
IVelingB  of  those  who  wrote  the  I-anientfttioiis.  But  the  wild 
longings  for  vengennc-e  (miiny  of  which  1  have  omitted),  and  the 
inability  to  itte  th»t  God  can  Imve  any  relation  to  other  natioDS 
except  to  u:^e  theiu  i\a  instruments  of  his  anger  ag&inijt  Israel,  and 
then  to  punish  them  for  the  very  deeds  which  he  has  arnmged 
for  them  to  do — ^thette  things  are  hard  for  us  to  underfitaud.  For 
thiiugh  we  renlixo  that  a  Imiginc:  for  vengeance  was  very  naturul, 
it  hurts  us  when  we  find  it  mixed  up  with  Cod  and  given  the 
fritnctity  of  religion.  And  it  hurts  us  still  more  to  think  timt  God 
ithonld  1m  regardeil  ns  the  Qod  of  the  Jews  und  not  equally  as  the 
lltui  of  the  'Iwathen.'  We  are  convinced  tliiit  hfl  is  not  one  Itind 
of  Goii  to  the  Jew  and  anothtr  kind  of  God  to  the  GeuUie,  but 
one  nnd  the  same  God  to  till.  ]ie  is  iio  more  the  God  of  the  one 
(thongh  the  one  may  kiittw  more  of  him)  timn  he  la  the  Goil  of  the 
other.  And  we  «ie  also  hurt  by  the  uoiistant  allusions  to  the 
divine  anger.  We  feel  that  God  is  passionless.  Much  suffering 
ha«  nothing  io  do  wiih  sin,  and  we  uuiuot  explain  it.  We  can  say 
that  suffering  hits  brought  out  the  noblest  qualities  of  man  more 
than  any  other  faetur  in  life,  but  even  this  rxplaniition  leaves  many 
sorts  of  Buffering  quite  unexplained.  Bnt  if  there  be  some  snffering 
which  has  e  clone  relation  (as  of  result  to  cause)  with  sin,  that 
relation  enu  only  be  educational.  If  jmy  sufffriug  is  a  puuiahmeut, 
that  punithmcnt  is  never  vindictive  or  retributory.  It  is  quite 
imposfiible  to  apply  the  principle  of  i-etributinn  (i.  e.  ti£  for  tat)  to 
God.  Not  only  the  ?ouls  of  the  righteous  are  in  the  hands  of  God, 
bat  the  souls  of  the  wicked  also.  Gnaduess  (and  God  is  goodness) 
eon  never  be  vindictive.  It  can  but  desire  the  welfare  of  all  men, 
and  it  can  make  no  difference  in  this  rcFpeet  between  Jew  nnd 
Gentile,  sinner  and  saint.  God's  aim  cati  only  be  the  ultimate  good 
of  those  whom  lie  baa  brought  into  lieing. 

The  author  of  the  last  bit  of  the  Laraenlationa  which  I  have 
quoted  is  feeling  hie  way  towarda  these  beliefs,  lie  has  laid  down 
the  great  anil  true  doctiine:  God  does  not  afflict  willingly,  lliougli 
he  did  not  realize  that  before  a  great  mass  of  human  entfering  one 
can  hut  bow  tine's  bend  in  mute  itsignation  vvitlieut  any  hope  or 
attempt  to  understand  it.     it  is  much  better  to  do  that  than  to 
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MBmne  that  tlie  cauf«  of  all  suffering  ia  ein.  Bat  tlie  poet  Bftw 
clearly  that  if  there  lie  ant/  correspondence  between  iniquity  aud 
auffcrinfT,  the  siitferiiiff  is  cducatioual.  '  It  is  good  for  a  mau  tlmt 
hn  l]ear  the  yuke  ill  Lis  youth.  Li.-t  him  keep  silence,  fui-  Ciud  lias 
laid  it  upon  liini,'  Let  him  not  murmur  ut  liis  trial,  though  it  be 
very  sore:  Imt  rather  let  liira  endiiro  it  bravely  and  patiently. 
Let  it  lend  him  to  '  eearch  and  fry  his  ways,  and  turn  again  to  the 
Lord.*  Tbese  teachiuga  are  still  true  aud  helpful  for  ua  all ;  and 
helpful  und  true  they  must,  I  sbuuld  imagine,  cDutiiiue  to  remuiu 
from  age  to  age. 

§  32.  It  ie  pcrliapR  well  at  ibifl  point  to  paut;e  for  a  moment  and 
thitik  Lif  tliB  long  jounicy  we  have  made.  From  Mogea  to  Jeremiah, 
what  a  uumber  of  generationa  [  Full  yoo  years  lie  hetweon  tliem. 
Ab  long  as  from  Richard  1  to  the  present  day.  What  chanjica 
these  700  ycarti  witnessed  in  the  Hebrew  race  and  in  the  Hebrew 
relig-ioul  We  sL-irt  with  sundry  shepherd  tribes  in  Egypt,  then 
comes  the  settlement  in  Puleatitie,  iheu  the  strange  aud  dark  period 
of  the  so-ctillfd  jutiKta,  then  tho  ostablisliment  of  the  [nonorehy 
witli  its  brief  efirly  days  of  fnccesa  and  splendour,  then  the  division 
of  the  kingdoms,  then  the  gradual  downtal!  of  the  North  and  iif  the 
South.  And  tlie  rclifiriou.  Horc,  toci,  there  is  elmiige  and  develop- 
ment First,  the  great  figure  of  Muses,  to  whom  Inter  agea  uscrihe 
so  much  ;  then  the  long  blank  after  his  death,  partly  udvtinuc  and 
portly  retro^resfciou ;  then  the  gradual  move  forward  with  Samuel 
and  the  caiiy  kingij,  till  we  come  at  la.^t  to  Elijah  and  to  the  great 
prophets  of  the  written  Scripture,  to  Amos,  Hoaea,  I&aia}j,  atid 
Jeremiah. 

But  even  at  the  cIoec  of  this  loug  chain  of  [jcrsons  aud  eveut^r 
the  religion  of  tho  Jews  is  still  tte  religion  of  a  sijigle  people  living 
iu  their  own  I.ind,  and  to  many  the  downfall  of  the  f-tate  must  have 
Beenied  to  betoken  the  downfall  of  the  religi(»u.  Aa  it  Imd  happened 
to  Smnuria,  so  would  It  happen  to  Jerusalem. 

But  the  contrary  took  place.  The  reliffion  became  in  many 
respects  purer  and  freer  when  separated  from  the  natiomd  soil. 
Some  of  the  passages  whiuh  we  treasure  mojst  dearly  in  the  Bible 
were  written  in  a  foreign  laud,  aud  one  of  the  greatest  of  its 
teachers  was  bred  there.  Judaism  coidd  never  have  become  what 
it  now  is  without  the  exile  of  Babylon.  You  will  realize  this  the 
better  when  you  study  the  Bible  and  boflks  almut  the  Bible  for 
yourselves.  But  you  can  easily  perceive  tliat  it  was  a  very  im- 
portant thing  for  Jews  to  understand  that  Ihey  could  luve  Clod  and 
pray  to  Hiin,  '  and  do  justice  and  love  mercy  aiid  widk  Inimldy,'  as 
well  in  exile  as  in  Judaea,  and  that  lUni  had  no  more  regard  for 
or  couuexiou  with  one  bit  of  the  eailb's  iiihabited  surface  tLiau 
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vith  another.  TIio  exile  lielped  Ui  moke  tlieee  truths  gradaally 
fiker  into  tlifir  niludB. 

It  alpo  helped  to  prepare  the  way  fnr  the  final  n^tolition  of  all 
flatrifiwti.  Th<>re  could  be  iio  eacrificeB  by  Jews  in  Bfil)v[oiiiB,  for  it 
WHS  uot  cousidered  ri^ht  to  sacrifice  to  God  except  od  Israelite  Boil, 
while  m-coidiiij?  to  the  Law  of  the  Hetrosii*ct  bH  saurifiL-en  wlTo 
illogni  outside  thft  temple  at  JeiiiBali'in.  So  men  had  tr>  learn 
perforce  that  prayer  might  lie  a  Piihstifcnte  for  siicriticc,  and  it 
gmdually  1>ec-aino  mideratood  that  the  sahsiittite  was  better  than 
the  original, 

Mcrtfuver,  the  esile  paved  the  way  for  nuotlier  idea  of  equal  im- 
portance. Hitherto,  an  we  know,  the  .Tewieh  religion  was  limited 
tn  the  Jcjwish  race.  Though  thia  unfortunately  ia  still  largely  the 
eai^e.  tn:my  of  us  hope  that  it  iimy  uot  always  be  bo,  and,  at  any  rate, 
the  Uniittilion  no  luiigf-r  dej*eudfl  upon  any  fancied  Biijieriunty  of 
onrseives  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  On  the  contrary,  we  lire  so 
convinced  that  there  are  many  religious  roatig  which  lend  to  Gnd 
that  we  do  not  care  enough  (ia  my  opinioti)  to  point  out  which 
road  seeiliB  to  us  the  Biifest,  the  shortest,  and  the  heat.  Now  it 
was  dtiriny  I  he  exile  of  Uubylon  that  tlio  idea  arose  among  the 
Jews  that  their  religion  in  its  easentiala  onyht  to  be,  and  would 
in  lime  become,  t)ie  universal  religion  of  mankind.  A  few  thought 
{and,  as  I  hold,  rightly)  that  the  Jew«  should  teach  religion,  and 
shduld  try  to  diffuse  that  higher  knowledge  of  God  which  they 
believed  tiii-niaelveH  to  poesese.  Tliosc  ideas  of  a  chosen  few  had 
no  great  Piicccsa  at  lirst,  and  were  for  many  years  alinott  utterly 
ignored,  but  at  a  later  time  they  liec«rae,  during  one  period,  very 
prevalent,  and  they  have  never  wholly  died  out.  Even  now  they 
luiiy  have  a  greiit  future  before  theiu. 
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CHAPTER  XVI 


§  1.  The  capture  of  Jeniaalem  took  pl«ce  in  Ihe  year  586  B.C., 
and  many  tlioiiFands  of  freeh  exiles  were  sent  to  join  their  brctliieii 
in  race  aiitl  oreeA  in  Bahylrmia.  I\n-  yon  will  reniemWr  llmt  the 
first  ffreat  iliiportatiDn  bad  occurred  elcveu  ycarfi  previously,  in  597, 
when  '  tlie  chief  meu  of  the  laud  and  all  the  raeu  of  mtf!;ht '  had 
lieen  '  carried  into  captivity  ft'om  Jerusalem  to  liu-bylon,'  Wliere 
the  exiles  hved  is  not  precisely  known,  but  it  was  proliably  in  tbe 
province  of  which  the  city  of  Babylon  was  the  rapital  and  centre. 
If  wc  do  not  know  the  'where,'  we  aie  eqiudly  in  the  dark  as  to 
the  '  how.'  It  has  been  supposed,  from  tlie  very  pJiji^ht  evidence 
which  wc  possf'BS,  thai  their  eonditicna  of  life  were  fairly  peaceful 
and  prosperous.  The  letter  of  Jeremiah,  which  has  alrejtdy  liet?a 
quoted,  shnws  that  they  might  own  houBes  and  g:ardenF.  They 
lived  ill  large  groups  and  colotii<>B,  and  were  prohably  allowed  within 
certain  limits  to  manage  their  own  afFnirs.  Even  aa  at  home,  tliere 
were  among  them  rich  and  poor,  high  born  and  low  bora ;  and 
tliere  were  ' judges  and  elders'  ill  Babylonia^  even  rs  there  had 
been  in  P.-ilestine.  On  the  other  hnnd,  there  ie  a  likelihood  that 
there  were  many  individual  cases  of  hardship  and  ill  usage. 

Kor  thp  early  days  of  the  oxile  we  have  a  gi-eat  literary  mona- 
ment  in  the  Book  of  the  prophet  Ezpkiel.  Ezekiel  wan  a  young 
man  at  the  time  of  the  first  dcportatiou,  and  he  was  one  of  its 
victinut.  He  was  a  priest,  and  he  may  already  have  heeu  old 
ecough  to  have  passed  some  yeai-a  of  priestly  service  in  the  temple 
of  Jeruaalcra  before  597,  He  was  devoted  to  his  oHice.  Pure  of 
heart  and  paseionately  attached  to  God  and  to  hiaworehip,  he  lived 
and  moved  in  the  ideas  and  habils  of  his  order.  But  in  the  exil« 
there  was  no  opporlnuity  for  the  discharffo  of  hia  prieatly  functions, 
BO  fur  as  public  worship  was  eoticeriied.  And  yet  the  ]iriest  of  old 
times  had  been  «g  much  a  teacher  as  a  hringer  of  sacrifices,  To 
that  Fide  tif  the  prieatly  office  Ezekiel  returned,  replacing  his 
inttTrnptcd  work  at  the  altiir  by  work  of  a  higher  and  a  nobler 
kiud,  iudepeudent  of  temple  and  laud.     Hu  did  not  ceaee  to  be 
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a  pricflt,  bnt  he  hecanip  a  jirop}iet  aa  well.  In  (lie  fifth  yeiir  of  Ihe 
exile,  s'x  years  before  tlm  capture  of  Jerusjilein,  '  Uie  word  of  the 
Lord  came  uiito  liim.  and  tiif  lianj  of  lliw  Lord  wns  upon  him. 

Ezekiel  Is  a  very  difficult  writer,  and  there  «re  very  f«w  paasages 
of  hiB  bitik  which  I  can  hf-re  trnnFRrJl*.  A  large  part  of  it  is 
Taken  up  by  jvrophecies  of  the  full  of  Jei-usaleiii.  The  desolation 
of  Judaea  aiid  the  luiii  of  the  inoiiarfhy  were,  a&  lie  believed, 
the  Di'cesearv  forenjiuiers  of  repontanc*  arid  restoratinn.  His 
own  fellow-exiles  would  not  turn  with  all  their  hfarta  to  God 
till  every  hope  irtim  their  owu  country  had  been  utterly  cut 
off.  Ezekit^l,  as  well  as  Jeremiaii,  met  with  conlunit^ly  aud 
unbeltef  frutn  the  people  to  whom  he  wiis  tent.  But  whether  they 
heard  htm  or  forl»oi-e,  his  miBsion  mnst  be  fulfilled.  This  ia  how 
he  conceived  it.     Hip  book  opens  with  a  strnuge  vwion. 

Now  it  cimc  to  pass  in  the  thirtieth  year,  in  the  fourth 
niontli,  tu  the  tifth  day  of  the  month,  aa  1  naa  among  the 
c.\ilea  by  the  river  Cliebar,  that  the  heavens  were  opened, 
and  1  saw  visionR  of  God.  In  the  fifth  day  of  the  month, 
which  was  the  fifth  year  of  king  Jehoiachin's  eaptivity,  the 
word  of  the  T-iOrd  came  unto  Kzekiel  the  priest,  the  son  of 
Buzi,  in  the  huid  of  the  Chaldeans  by  the  river  Chcbar;  and 
the  hand  of  the  Ijord  was  there  ujM)n  him. 

And  1  looked,  arid,  behold,  a  whirlwind  came  out  of  the 
tioi-th,  and  a  great  cloud,  M-ith  a  iire  tlashing  eontinually,  and 
u  brightness  romid  about  the  cloud,  and  out  of  the  midst  of 
the  fire  there  was  shining  as  of  bronze.  And  out  of  the  nndst 
thereof  eatne  the  likeness  of  four  living  creatures.  And  tins 
was  tliL'ir  appearance;  they  had  the  shape  of  a  man.  And 
every  one  had  four  faces,  and  every  one  of  them  had  four  wings. 
And  their  feet  were  stniij^ht  feet;  and  the  sole  of  their  feet 
was  like  the  sole  of  a  calf's  foot:  and  they  sparkled  like 
buniished  hniss.  And  they  had  the  liands  of  a  man  under 
their  wings  on  their  four  sides :  and  as  for  their  faces  and 
their  wings,  their  wings  were  joined  one  to  another ;  tliey 
turned  not  when  they  went ;  they  went  every  one  straight 
forward.  As  for  the  likeness  of  their  faces,  in  fmnt  was  the 
face  of  a  man ;  and  on  the  right  side  the  face  of  a  lion ;  and 
on  the  left  side  the  face  of  an  ox;  and  behind  was  the  face 
of  an  eagle.  And  their  wings  were  spread  out  above;  two 
wings  of  every  one  were  joined  one  to  another,  and  two 
eoveivd  their  bodies.  And  they  went  every  one  straight 
forward:   whither  the  spirit  urged  them  to  go,  they  wentj 
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they  turned  not  when  they  went.  And  in  the  midst  of  the 
liiing  creatures,  there  wus  tin  appearance  as  of  burning;  coals 
of  tire;  it  was  as  if  torciits  moved  up  and  down  among  the 
living  creatures:  and  the  fire  was  bright,  ami  out  of  the  fire 
went  forth  lightning-. 

Now  I  behehl  a  wheel  upon  the  earth  beside  each  of  the 
liring  creatures.  The  appearance  of  the  wheels  was  like 
unto  the  colour  of  a  beryl:  and  they  four  had  one  likeness  i. 
and  their  appearance  and  their  work  wins  us  it  were  a  wheel 
witliiu  awheel.  They  went  towards  their  four  sides:  ttiey 
turned  not  when  they  went.  As  for  their  felloes,  they 
were  high  and  dreadful,  and  were  "full  of  eyes  nnind  about. 
And  when  the  living:  creatures  went,  the  wheels  went 
beside  them :  and  when  the  living  creatures  were  H^'d 
up  from  the  earth,  the  wheels  were  lifted  up.  Whither- 
soever the  spirit  urged  the  creatures  to  go,  they  ton  went: 
and  the  wheeb  were  lifted  up  even  as  they ;  for  the  spirit 
of  the  living  ereaturc  was  in  the  wheels.  When  those 
went,  these  went ;  and  when  those  stood,  these  stood ;  and 
when  those  were  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  the  wheels  were 
lifted  up  also:  for  the  spirit  of  the  living  creature  was  in  the 
wheels. 

And  over  the  head  of  the  living  creature  there  was  a  form 
as  of  a  firmament;  like  the  colour  of  crystal,  stretched  forth 
over  their  heads  aliove.  And  under  the  firmament  were 
their  wings  stretched  out,  the  one  toward  the  other :  every 
one  had  two  which  covered  their  bodies.  And  when  they 
went,  I  heard  the  noise  of  their  wings  like  the  noise  of 
great  waters:  when  they  stood,  their  wings  hung  down. 
And  above  the  firmament  that  was  over  their  heads  u-as  the 
likeness  of  a  throne,  as  the  appearance  of  a  sapphire  stone: 
there  was  a  form  like  a  throne,  and  on  the  throne  was  a  form 
as  the  appearance  of  a  man.  And  I  saw  as  the  shining  of 
bronze  from  that  which  looked  like  his  loins  upward ;  and 
from  the  appearance  of  his  loins  downward  I  saw  as  it  were 
the  appearance  of  fire,  and  there  was  brightness  round  about 
him.  As  the  bow  that  is  in  the  cloud  in  the  day  of  rain,  so 
was  the  brighlneaa  round  about.  Sueli  was  the  appearance 
of  the  likeness  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  And  when  I  saw 
it,  I  fell  upon  my  face,  and  I  heard  a  voice  of  one  that 
spake. 

And  he  said  uato  me,  Soa  of  man,  stand  upon  thy  feet, 
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and  I  will  speak  with  thee.  And  the  spirit  entered  into  me 
whi-ii  he  spiikc  uiitu  uiu,  and  Bet  me  iipoa  nty  feet,  that 
]  heunl  hini  that  spiike  unto  nn:.  And  he  said  unto  me. 
Sou  of  tnitn^  1  neinl  thcc^-  to  the  houae  of  laniel,  to  the 
rehellioua  ones  ulio  hiive  rehelled  Hi^Kiiist  nie:  they  inid  their 
fathers,  even  unto  this  very  day.  And  thou  shalt  say  unto 
tlieni,  Thus  sidtli  tlie  Lord  Uud.  And  tliey,  whether  they 
uill  iipurj  iir  whether  they  will  forbear,  [for  they  are  a  re* 
helLious  house^)  yet  ohidl  know  that  there  in  a  2>ropliet  among 
them. 

And  thou,  son  of  num,  be  not  afraid  of  them,  neither 
be  fifraid  of  their  words,  thousfli  briers  iind  ttiorns  be  with 
thee,  imd  thoti  dost  dwell  among  scorpions :  be  not  afraid 
of  their  words,  nor  he  dismayed  at  their  luck»j  for  they  are 
a  rehelJiouB  house.  And  t!iou  sh;dt  speak  my  worda  unto 
them,  whether  they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear : 
for  they  arc  most  rebeliious.  But  thou,  son  of  mail,  hear 
what  1  say  unto  thee;  be  not  thou  rebellious  like  that 
rebellious  house :  o|>en  thy  mouth,  and  cat  that  I  give  thee. 
And  wlien  I  looked,  Iiehold,  an  hand  was  Btretehed  out 
towards  me ;  and,  llo,  a  roll  of  a  book  was  therein ;  and  he 
spread  it  before  ine ;  and  it  was  written  within  and  without: 
ajid  there  was  written  therein  lamentations,  and  mournins^, 
and  woe.  And  ho  said  unto  nie,  Son  of  nvan,  eat  this  roll, 
and  f^o,  speak  unto  the  house  of  Israel.  So  I  opened  my 
mouth,  and  be  gave  me  the  roll  to  cat.  Then  did  I  eat  it ; 
and  it  was  in  my  mouth  as  honey  for  sweetness. 

And  he  siud  unto  nie,  Sua  of  man,  go,  get  thee  unto  the 
liouse  of  Israel,  and  speak  with  my  words  unto  them.  For 
thou  art  not  sent  to  a  people  of  a  strange  speech,  but  to  the 
house  of  Israel;  not  to  many  peoples,  whose  words  tliou 
canst  not  understand.  Uut  1  have  sent  thee  unto  these : 
they  can  hearken  unto  thee.  Nevertheless  the  honae  of 
Israel  will  not  hearken  unto  tlieej  for  they  will  not  liearken 
unto  me :  for  atl  the  house  of  Israel  are  stiff  of  foreliead 
and  hartl  of  heart.  Behold,  I  have  made  thy  face  hard 
against  tbeir  faces,  and  thy  forehead  hard  against  their 
foreheads.  As  an  adamant  harder  than  flint  Jiave  1  made 
thy  forehead :  fear  them  not,  neither  be  dismayed  at  their 
looks,  for  they  are  a  rebellious  liuuse.  Moreover  he  said 
unto  me.  Son  of  man,  all  my  words  that  1  speak  unto 
thee  receive  in  thine  heart,  juid  hear  with  thine  ears.    And 
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go,  get  tliec  to  them  of  the  captivityj  mito  the  children  of 
thy  people,  and  speak  unto  them,  and  tell  them.  Thus  saith 
the  Lord  God ;  whether  they  will  lieiir,  or  whether  they  will 
forheitr. 

Then  the  spirit  took  me  up,  and  I  heard  hehind  ine  the 
voice  of  a  great  <|viakiti[g,  ivhen  the  glory  of  the  Lord  was 
lifted  up  from  its  place.  And  1  heard  the  noise  t>f  the  %vings 
of  the  living  creatui-cs  as  they  touchwl  one  another,  and  the 
nuisc  of  the  wheels  beside  them,  even  the  noise  of  a  great 
(piaking.  So  the  spirit  lifted  me  up,  and  took  ine  uway  : 
and  I  wvut.  in  sorroM",  in  the  excitement  of  my  spirit,  and 
the  hand  ol  the  Lord  w'as  stnin^  U(>on  me.  Then  I  came  to 
then]  of  the  captivity  at  Tel-abib,  hy  the  river  Chehar;  and 
1  sat  there  astonicd  iimong  them  seven  days. 

And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  seven  days,  that  the 
word  of  the  Lonl  came  onto  me,  saying,  Son  of  nkan,  1  have 
made  tliee  a  M-atchnmn  mito  the  house  of  Israel :  therefore 
liear  the  word  at  my  tiiouth,  and  give  them  warning  from 
me.  When  I  say  unto  the  wicked.  Thou  shalit  surely  die; 
and  thou  givcst  hiin  not  warning,  nor  speakest  to  warn  Uie 
wicked  from  hts  wicked  M-ay,  to  save  hia  life ;  the  same 
wicked  man  shrdl  die  through  his  inifpiity;  hut  his  hlood 
will  I  require  at  thine  hand.  Yet  it"  thou  warn  the  wicked, 
and  he  turn  not  from  his  wickedness,  luir  fiV)m  his  wicked 
May,  lie  shall  die  tlirough  liLs  iniquity;  hut  tliou  hast 
delivered  thy  soul.  Again,  when  a  rtgiiteons  man  doth  turn 
from  his  righteousness,  and  commit  irjjquity,  he  shall  die: 
because  thou  hast  nut  given  him  warning,  he  shall  die  through 
his  sin,  and  his  righteous  deeds  which  he  hath  done  shall  not 
he  remend>ered;  hut  his  blood  will  1  re([uire  at  thine  luuid. 
But  if  thou  warn  the  righteous  man,  that  he  sin  imt,  Imt  he 
sinneth  nevertlielefis,  he  shall  surely  die  hecsiuae  of  his  ainj 
but  thon  hast  delivered  thy  aoul. 

Ezekiera  conception  of  Gt'd's  rcliitl<«i  to  mnti  is  not  quite  the 
Hume  as  oum  lo  day.  He  believed  far  more  timn  we  tlo  ia  sjieclal 
judgements  and  gieat  crices,  as  well  as  in  suiiden  rflvniutions 
fioiii  f!;ocjcl  tt>  hud  and  fnun  bad  to  good.  We  liohl  tliat  a  man 
is  not  to-day  wholly  a  aiuuer  nor  to-morrow  wholly  a  Biiint,  and 
still  teP8  is  ho  Ui-day  u  saint  awl  tu-iriorruw  ft  siiiuer.  Ezekiel 
believed  thnt  there  was  eoon  to  come  a  new  antl  wonderiul  age,  in 
which  all  the  troubles  aad  sins  of  hia  people  would  be  f-uddeidy  and 
utledy   rcmoveij.     To-iluy  we  do  Bot  bu   laueh  hope    for  suddou 
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upheavals  aud  revolutioua  as  for  gracluBl  improTeiueiit  aad  eo* 
liKltlrrimtiit.  Ezfkifl  Iiflievctl  tfmt  tiftcr  the  full  of  Jerusalem  tliern 
would  ensue  a  further  '  jodgemeiit'  stili,  but  that  this  'judgement' 
wcmtd  Ite  a  lin»I  one,  and  after  it  would  come  the  advent  of  the 
golden  n^e.  As  meu's  moral  coiulttiLii]  might  lie  at  the  comiag  of 
tlmt  judpomeiit,  f-o  would  be  their  future.  Tlie  ^vinl  would  live 
through  the  judgement  aud  euler  intii  the  promised  ylory  :  the  luut 
uniBt  die.  Hence  Ezekiel  has  a  watchman's  dnty;  lie  must  warn 
the  wiclted  that  he  may  tuni  from  his  evil  and  live,  he  muat  warn 
the  hachBlidiug  riglit^ous  that  he  may  repent  M'hilt.*  there  yet  was 
lime.  Wb  have  heen  driven  liy  Inog  experit-ni'e  aud  piiuful 
thought  to  feel  toleraldy  certain  tlmt  God  rules  the  world  hy  othfT 
IdWB  th«n  these.  \Ve  have  heeii  led  to  helieve  in  a  gradual  proceaa 
aud  ]>rogrtss  of  the  hmimu  nice  in  this  warld,  aud  above  all  in 
a  gradual  process  and  progress  of  each  individual  both  in  this 
world  and  in  another. 

§  z.  For  U3  to-day  the  most  valuable  and  striking  elements  iu 
Ezekiel's  leacldug  are  tlieae  : 

(1)  He  taught  that  (jorl  considers  and  cares  not  only  for  a  people 
as  a  whole,  but  for  each  individual  8oul. 

(3)  He  tauyht  that  God  desiies  repentance,  aud  will  help  us  to 
re|ieiit. 

(3)  He  taught  that  tlie  ullinjate  test  of  ft  man's  worth  and  of 
what  must  in  the  long  run  befall  him  is  of  his  own  making  and 
doiu^.    HiH  own  rigliteousness  preserves  him  :  his  own  wiokeduesB, 
deistroy3  him. 

(4)  He  taught  ihnl  ninn's  relation  to  God  muat  he  one  of 
continued  humility  and  liope  :  a  fail  reccignitiun,  on  the  one  baud, 
of  hunmn  miivcirthiueaa ;  a  full  recognition,  on  the  other  hand,  of 
the  divine  goodness,  and  eompassion. 

We  shall  Luder&tand  tbese  points  the  better  after  what  we  are 
now  to  hear. 

The  word  oF  the  Lord  came  unto  me  again,  siiying,  What 

mean  ye,  that  ye  use  this  proverb  concerning  the  land  of 
IsrHelj  sriying-j  The  fathers  have  eaten  sour  grapes,  and  the 
children's  teeth  iire  set  on  edge?  As  I  live,  saith  the  Lord 
God,  ye  shall  not  any  more  use  thia  proverb  in  Israel. 
Behold,  all  souls  are  mine;  as  the  soul  of  tlie  father,  ao  also 
the  HDul  of  the  son ;.  they  are  mine  :  the  Boul  that  sinneth, 
it  shall  die.  But  if  a  man  be  just,  and  do  righteousness  and 
judgement,  and  eateth  not  upon  the  moimtains,  neither  lifteth. 
lip  hia  eyes  to  the  idols  of  the  house  of  Israel,  and  wrongeth 
not  any,  but  restoreth  to  the  debtor  his  pledg^e,  spoileth  none 
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by  riolence,  ^veth  his  biead  to  the  hungry,  and  oovereth 
the  naked  with  a.  i^arnient ;  he  that  giveth  not  upon  usury, 
neither  tuUcth  imy  interest,  thjit  withdrnvveth  his  himd  from 
iniquity,  imd  exccutctli  true  judi;;eincnt  lu'tween  num  !ind 
man,  %v.nlketh  in  my  statnteSj  ami  keepeth  my  judgements, 
to  deal  tndy  j  ]»e  is  just,  lie  shall  surely  live,  saith  the  Lord 
God. 

If  he  beget  a  son  that  shcddctli  bl<KMl  and  «alketh  not 
in  the  ways  of  hia  rij^hteoua  father,  hut  eatetti  ujion  the 
mountjiin»,  and  ivroni^eth  the  jiotir  imi\  nepdy,  spoileth  by 
violence,  doth  not  resture  the  pledj^e,  and  lifteth  iLp  bis  eves 
to  the  idols,  connnitteth  nbominution.  p;ivetli  upon  usury,  and 
taketh  interest :  shall  he  then  live  ?  He  shall  not  live :  lie  huth 
done  all  these  abomhiatiuns :  he  shall  surely  die ;  his  blood 
ghall  he  upoii  him. 

Now.  In,  if  he  beget  a  son,  that  seeth  «1I  his  father's 
sins,  which  he  hath  done,  and  feareth,  and  doeth  not  such 
like,  eateth  not  upon  the  mountains,  neither  lifteth  up  his 
eyes  to  the  idols  of  the  house  of  Israel,  neither  wrong'etli 
nny,  nor  taketh  aught  to  pledge,  neither  apoileth  by  violence, 
but  giveth  hi«  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  covereth  the  ntiked 
with  a  garment,  that  keepeth  his  hand  from  iniquity,  that 
receiveth  not  usury  nor  interest,  but  exeeutctli  my  judgements, 
and  walketh  in  uiy  statutes  ;  he  shall  not  die  for  the  iniquity 
of  his  father,  he  sliall  surely  Uve.  As  for  his  father,  boejiuse 
he  cruelly  oppressed  and  spoiled  by  violence,  and  did  that 
which  is  not  good  among  his  people,  lo,  he  sh;iLL  die 
through  his  iniquity. 

Yet  say  ye^  Why  dotli  not  the  son  bear  the  hiiquity  of 
the  father?  When  the  son  doeth  tiiat  which  is  lawful  and. 
right,  and  keepeth  all  nty  statutes,  and  iloeth  tliem,  he  shall 
surely  live.  The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die:  the  son  shall 
not  bear  the  inie^uity  of  the  father,  neitlier  shall  the  father 
bear  the  iniquity  of  the  son  ;  the  righteousness  of  the  righteous 
shall  be  upon  hinij  and  the  wickedness  of  the  wicked  shall 
be  upon  him. 

But  if  the  wicked  turn  from  all  his  sins  that  he  hath 
committed,  and  keep  all  my  statutes,  and  do  tliat  winch  is 
lawful  and  right,  he  shall  surely  live,  he  shall  not  die.  All 
his  transgressions  that  he  hath  coiiniiitted,  they  shall  not 
be  mentioned  unto  him :  because  of  Ins  righteousness  that 
he  hath  done  he  shall  live.     Have  1  any  pleasure  at  all  that 
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tlic  u-icked  should  dk*  ?  Siiilli  the  Lord  God  :  and  not  rather 
tliat  lie  should  refurn  from  bis  ways  and  live? 

But  ivhen  the  ritthtcouB  turiieth  iiway  from  his  rigliti-oiiH- 
iicfis,  and  romndtteth  iiii(nnty,  »iid  doeth  iiccordini;  U*  ;dl  the 
Hhouiiciittiuiis  that  the  wicked  man  doeth,  rill  his  righteousness 
that  h(-'  huth  dune  sluiil  not  he  n^entioncd :  through  his 
trcHpa^R  that  hi>  bath  trcspa^Bcd,  and  thruugb  his  siu  thut 
he  liHth  sinned,  through  tbcni  shall  Ite  die. 

Yet  ye  sav;  The  way  of  the  Lord  is  not  equal.  Hear 
now,  O  house  of  Israel :  Is  not  my  way  e(|u;d  ?  are  not 
your  ways  unequal  ?  When  the  righteous  man  tumeth 
away  from  his  righteousness,  and  cunnnittcth  hiiquity,  he 
shall  die;  because  of  his  iinf|uity  that  he  hath  done  shall 
he  die.  Again,  when  the  wiekpd  man  tnrni'th  away  fmni 
his  wiekednesa  that  he  hath  connnittecl,  and  cloetli  righteous- 
ness and  justiee,  he  shall  save  his  soul  alive.  Because  he 
turneth  away  from  alt  his  tniusgressions  that  he  liath  coni- 
nuttt'd,  lie  shall  suitIv  live,  he  shall  not  die.  Yet  saith 
the  house  of  Israel,  The  May  of  the  Lord  is  not  equal. 
O  house  of  Israel^  are  not  my  ways  equal  ?  are  not  your  ways 
unequal  ?  Therefore  I  will  judge  you,  O  house  of  Israel, 
every  one  according  to  his  ways,  saith  the  Lord  God. 

Uepeut,  and  turn  yourselves  frocu  all  your  transgressions ; 
so  shall  there  not  he  ii  stunddiug  hlock  of  guilt  unto  you. 
Cast  away  from  yon  iiH  your  transgresBiona,  wherein  ye  have 
transgressed ;  and  make  you  a  new  heart  and  a  new  spirit : 
for  why  will  ye  die,  O  liouse  of  Israel?  For  I  have  no 
pleasure  in  the  death  of  him  that  dietb,  saith  the  Lord  God: 
wherefore  turn  yourselves,  and  live. 

Again  the  word  of  the  LonI  came  unto  ne,  saying,  Son  of 
man,  speak  to  the  ehildren  of  thy  people,  an<3  say  unto  them, 
"H'hen  I  bring  the  sword  upon  a  hind,  if  the  people  of  the 
land  take  a  uiau  of  their  coasts,  and  set  him  for  their  watch- 
man :  if,  when  he  secth  the  sword  come  upon  the  land,  he 
blow  the  trumpet,  and  warn  the  people;  tlien  whosoever 
hearcth  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  and  taketh  not  warning, 
if  the  sword  come,  and  take  him  away,  bis  blood  shall  be 
upon  his  own  head.  He  beard  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  and 
tjuk  not  warning;  his  blood  shall  he  upon  hiuj :  the  watch- 
man warned  iind  hath  delivered  bis  soul.  But  if  tlie  vviLtchmun 
see  the  sword  come,  and  blow  not  the  trumpet,  and  the  people 
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he  not  warned,  and  the  sword  come,  and  take  any  person 
from  among  tbem  ;  he  is  taken  away  hecauae  of  his  iniquity, 
but  his  hlood  will  I  require  at  the  watchman's  hand. 

So  thou,  son  of  ciiaTi,  I  Imve  set  thee  a  n-utc-htnau  unto  t!ie 
house  of  Israel;  thirefore  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and 
warn  them  fmin  me.  When  1  say  unit)  the  wiclieil,  O  wicked 
man,  thon  shalt  surely  die,  anil  thou  dost  not  speak  to  warn 
the  wicked  from  his  way :  thrit  wicked  man  shall  die  through 
hia  iniquity.,  but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand. 
Xcverlheless,  if  thou  warn  the  wicked  of  ins  wav  to  turn  from 
it,  and  he  turn  not  from  his  way;  he  sliall  die  heeauae  of 
his  iniquity,  hut  tliou  h;ust  delivered  thy  soul. 

And  thou,  son  of  man,  say  unto  the  house  of  Israel :  Thus 
ye  speakj  saying,  Our  transgressions  and  our  sins  lie  heavy 
upon  us,  and  we  pine  away  because  of  theut ;  how  then  should 
we  live?  Say  unto  thcui,  As  I  live,  Haith  the  Lord  God, 
1  have  no  pleasure  in  the  deatli  of  the  wicked  ;  hut  that  the 
wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live:  turn  ye,  turn  ye  from 
your  evil  ways;  for  why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Israel? 

Therefore  thou,  son  of  man,  say  unto  the  children  of  thy 
people,  The  righteousness  of  the  righteous  sliull  nut  deliver 
tiim  in  the  day  of  Ms  tratiKt^ressioii ;  !nid  as  for  the  wieked- 
Tiess  of  the  wicked,  he  shall  not  fall  thereby  in  the  day  that 
he  tnrneth  from  his  wickedness.  When  I  say  to  the  rii;hteou&. 
Thou  ahalt  surely  live;  if  he  trust  to  his  ri^hUrousness,  and 
coinniit  iniquity,  all  his  righteousness  shall  not  he  ]-emcm- 
hered ;  but  because  of  his  iniquity  that  be  hath  committed, 
he  shall  die.  Again,  udien  I  say  unto  the  wicked.  Thou  sbalt 
surely  die;  if  he  turn  from  his  sin,  and  do  rijCcbtcuusncss  and 
justice;  if  he  restore  the  pledge,  give  again  that  he  had 
robbed,  walk  in  the  stiitutes  of  life,  withovit  eotnniitting 
iniquity;  he  sbaEl  surely  live,  be  shall  not  die.  None  of  bis 
sins  that  be  hath  committed  shall  be  mentioned  unto  him :  he 
hath  done  righteousness  and  Justice;  lie  shall  surely  live. 

Yet  the  cliildren  of  thy  people  say.  The  way  of  tiie  Lord  is 
not  equal:  but  as  for  them,  their  way  is  not  equal.  When 
the  righteous  turneth  from  bis  righteousness,  and  eoniiiiitteth 
iniquity,  be  shall  even  die  because  of  it.  And  when  the 
wicked  turneth  from  his  uiekcdness,  and  {locth  that  wliich  is 
lawful  and  right,  be  shall  live  thereby.  Yet  ye  suy,  The  way 
of  the  Lrfird  is  not  e(|ual.  O  house  of  Israel,  I  will  judge  you 
every  one  after  his  ways. 

u  fa  3 
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TliuB  we  here  meet  again  witb  ilie  same  proverb  which  we  met 
with  ill  Jereaiiah :  'The  fathers  have  eaten  sour  grupcs,  wid  the 
chiUlren'a  tet'th  are  set  on  edge.'  What  did  the  people  mean  by 
this  proverb!  Well,  in  the  first  place,  they  in ea lit  that  many  of 
them  seemed  to  l>a  suffering  for  tht;  sins  of  their  fatlierB  or  grand- 
fathers. For  instance.  If  the  exile  had  come  Iwciiuse  of  the  sins 
of  the  men  of  Judah  under  Manti^seh  and  Jehoiakim,  the  youug 
nipn  wlio  were  growing  np  to  middle  age  in  Babylonia  were 
tnffering  because  of  thcii- father*'  misdeeds.  "Wa*  this  just  or  unjust? 
But,  in  the  second  place,  they  me»iit  that  there  seemed  to  he  a  kind 
of  chain  of  iniquity  and  guilt  extending  from  father  ((j  sou,  the 
Ibikfi  of  which  could  not  be  broken.  It  was  a  sort  of  hereditary 
Buccession  in  sin  and  iu  calamity.  In  their  lanpiiage:  'Our 
trail 8gi-csaions  and  our  ains  are  heavy  upon  us,  and  we  waste  away 
"because  of  thetii.'  It  eei'med  hopeless  to  make  an  elfurt  or  to 
brettk  the  chain.  'ITiey  could  not  free  themselvee  from  the  bondage 
ol"  f^in  or  he  healed  of  its  disease.  There  was  an  atmoRphere  of 
evil  which  npiead  the  taint  from  father  to  child.  Such  feelings 
would  easily  create  moral  lethargy  or  despair.  iVnd  such  despair 
wouhl  cause  or  imply  nntuh  nioml  comipliun.  If  yon  do  not  think 
it  cither  wurth  while  or  possible  to  try  to  become  better  than  yon 
are,  you  will  prnbahly  become  worse.  If  you  do  not  think  it 
possible  to  rpjient,  you  will  pn>bahly  contiuue  to  sin.  Tf  you  do 
not  think  it  pi-otitabic  or  possible  to  lead  un  earnest  and  strenuous 
life,  you  will  prubahly  lend  a  slack  and  feeble  one. 

The  condition  of  affairs  was,  therefore,  grave.  Ezekiel  meets  it 
iiL  (liHVfent  ways.  It  is  met  indirectly  by  insistiofj  that  the  despair 
of  the  exiles  rests  partly  upon  an  inadequate  and  false  conception 
ijf  Clod.  God  does  not  desire  that  man  sficitihl  be  bad.  lie  desires 
that  man  should  be  gond.  He  has  given  him  the  power  to  repent, 
and  lio  will  aid  him  to  use  it.  There  is  every  reason  to  loathe 
one's  own  sin,  but  there  is  also  eveiy  reason  to  hope  that 
a  real  off'urt  to  ovtrcoiiie  it  may  be  crowned  with  suecess.  Then, 
secondly,  Ezekiel  with  great  emphasis  and  fiolemnity  foulradicta 
the  very  pi-overb  itself.  God  does  not  allow  the  son  to  share  the 
burden  of  his  father's  giiilt  or  to  profit  by  his  father's  cxc:KllL-uce. 
What  are  we  to  eay  to  this  bold  denial  1 

There  is  u  sense  in  which  it  was  not  and  is  not  true.  Uighteons 
men  as  well_  as  sinners  were  sent  into  exile,  and  probably  those  who 
were  must  faithful  to  their  religion  suffered  the  most.  Wlien 
wicked  or  ambitions  kinga  go  to  war  with  each  other,  who  paya 
the  cost  and  feels  the  pain  ?  The  innocent  eoldiers  of  eillier 
side;  the  women  who  ai«  bereft  of  their  husbands,  the  childi'Uii 
who  are   bereft  of  their  fathers.     In   aJi;^  world   such  as  curs, 
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gSverned  by  laws  of  cause  and  effect,  the  siu  of  A  must  conHtaiitly 
civU9e  tbe  iniafortune  of  ^.  If  I  neglect  to  cduciite  my  child,  or 
spend  the  money  wbiul)  should  liave  been  devoted  to  Ijis  educidion 
on  huyiurr  china  or  etchings,  my  Ron  will  bear  the  iniquity  of  hia 
fulhtT.  Though  tliis  hiw  is  stern  and  sometimes  cruel,  I  am  not 
5ure  that  in  the  long  luu  it  does  not  do  niucli  more  good  than  evil. 
At  all  events,  wc  cannot  iruugine  a  atiit-e  <jf  ihings  ujion  etuth  in, 
which  it  would  not  operate.  If  no  one  euflered  by  my  wrong 
doing,  might  I  not  aometimea  be  tempted  to  siii  where  now  I  am 
wholesoiiiuly  rcstraiuedl 

On  ttie  otlier  baud,  it  is  not  true  that  God  jntm'^iea  the  son  for 
Ihe  tin  of  Ilia  fitther.  That  would  he  a  very  dilTerenfc  etory,  and 
it  was  against  this  falee  i<lea  that  Ezekiel  did  so  well  to  prntest. 
If  there  be  a  '  juilgL-iuenf,'  for  itistaiice,  in  our  ordinary  scLse  of  the 
woiii,  after  death,  we  may  be  sure  that  jierfcct  justice  (wfiich  is 
God)  would  not  judge  us  more  or  less  lenteutly  beciiUEc  of  the 
merit  or  the  guilt  of  onr  parent?.  Only  if  we  had  been  moi*e 
likely  to  ein  tlirough  onr  father's  negligence  or  error,  must  we 
believe  that  the  Divine  Kquity  would  take  this  fully  iuto  account. 
Kaekiel'a  earnestuess  at  this  point  is  aU  the  more  nndenttnndnlile 
and  apposite  when  we  i-emember  that  till  his  time,  and  even  long 
after  it,  people  did  believe  that  Ocxl  a,llowed  his  relation  to  the 
men  of  one  generation  to  be  affoeted  by  tlie  mcritfi  or  deraerita  of 
its  predecfBsor.  It  used  to  be  said  in  peifcct  simplicity  and  good 
faith  that  God  visitrd  the  iniquity  of  the  fatlicrs  even  upon  the 
third  and  fourth  generiitlou.  You  wiU  remember  that  a  state- 
ment to  that  effect  was  ndded  on  to  the  original  form  of  the 
Second  Conimaiidment,  which  we  may  reasonably  suppose  to  hitve 
at  firBt  contained  nothing  niorc  thiiu  the  prohibition  of  all  idolatry. 
On  p.  93  of  thia  book  I  eaid  that  the  expanaioD  of  the  '  second 
word '  was  very  difficult,  but  that  I  should  aay  Homething  about 
it  later  on.     Thia  seems  to  he  the  appropriate  place. 

Few  words  me  necepsary.  For  we  have  already  often  met  witb 
the  view  that  a  man's  sons  and  direct  descenilauta  form  a  kind 
of  living  and  organic  whole,  po  that  jufct  ii8  a  man  might  not 
improperly  sufier  at  sixty  for  a  sin  committed  at  thirty,  so  a  grand- 
child might  not  improperly  suffer  for  the  sin  of  his  grandfathei'. 
And  we  too,  as  I  have  just  indicated,  still  in  »  somewhat  modified 
form,  maintain  the  same  position.  Just  as  we  are  immcnBPly 
chn;ercd  and  stimulated  to  labour  and  sacrifice  by  the  thought  that 
another  generation  will  reap  the  Ijenefit  of  our  faithfuhieBS  to 
duty,  80  must  we  recognize  the  eoleran  but  salutjiry  ln.w  that  our 
guilt  and  our  Binbihiess  will  also  bear  their  fniit :  they  will  harm 
others  as  well  as  oureelves.     This  law  ia  God'a  law,  and  thus  ths 
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fltatc-ment  acldcd  ou  to  Uio  Second  CommaiiUnicnt  is  juRtified  hj 
expt'ineiice. 

As  to  the  phrase  'a  jealonB  God,'  T  paid  before  that  'in  any 
ordinary  Fenne  of  the  word  "  jealoiifi,"  it  is  quite  xniptakcu  to  apply 
that  wuril  to  God.  Vou  can  oidy  fitly  uj^ply  that  word  to  Gud  by 
esphiiuiiig  it  away.'  FcrhBjm  that  is  a  little  too  strongly  stated. 
'A  jealous  God '  may  be  regfivded  aR  opposed  to  an  indifferent  God. 
And  snrely  we  const  suppose  that  God  cares  supremely  for  the  world 
which  he  has  made.  "While  we  feci  that  passion,  in  the  ordinary 
setjse  of  the  wonl,  is  utterly  lucongistent  witli  the  Di^-iue  Nature, 
■wc  yet  realize  that  Love,  which  is  God's  chosen  attribute,  is  not 
consonant  with  IndiBereace,  And  divine  jealonsy  we  may  at  leai^t 
interpret  for  iior  modern  use  and  needs  to  be  idoutical  with  a 
divine  solicitude. 

Retmning  now  to  Exetiel,  when  we  consider  the  question  of 
a  change  in  moral  condition  iinthin  the  life  of  one  iind  the  saine 
pennon,  we  feel  that  the  prophet's  lanjiuage  needs  some  qualifi- 
cation and  reserve.  It  ia  seldom  true  that  a  mtiu  changes  suddenly 
from  gued  to  bud  or  frouj  bad  to  good.  Human  eonduct 
and  character  ia  far  more  complicated  and  subtle.  Bi.it  it  would 
Reem  that  indirectly  Ezekiel  winheH  tn  teach  the  doctrine  that 
however  good  a  man  may  be,  he  am  never  afford  to  become 
slipshod  arul  careleae,  for  he  is  always  liable  to  error  and  sin. 
Man  is  frail.  On  the  other  bnnd,  whatever  slna  we  have  com- 
mitted, it  is  never  too  late  to  mend.  We  can  break  with  our 
evil  pnst  and  turn  again  to  goodness  and  to  God.  Our  own  effort 
and  the  grate  of  God  can  win  great  and  strange  victories.  Eucli 
individual  hae  a  Bcparate  relation  of  bis  own  to  God.  For  God 
deals  But  mei-ely  with  nations,  as  was  thought  before,  but,  as 
Kitelciel  teaclifiR,  with  individualfi.  Ond  ia  the  'lover  of  kouIs.' 
He  does  not  think  only  of  Englmid  or  France,  hut  of  Thomas  and 
Louis.  Each  of  us,  however  insignificaut,  claims  and  receives  the 
knowledge  and  the  love  of  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven. 

According  to  Ezekiel,  the  tinner  shall  '  die  ';  the  righteous  shall 
'live.'  It  is  very  hard  for  ub  to  give  any  meaning  to  these  gtate- 
nienta.  We  du  not  suppose  that  the  length  of  men's  lives  lias  atiy- 
thing  to  do  with  their  goodness  or  iMseness.  Nor  do  we  suppose 
that  a  man's  Borrows  have  any  neeesaary  or  fixed  relatinna  to 
his  siiia.  On  the  contrary.  The  beet  men  are  freqneutly  very 
unhappy.  SoractimeB  even  their  unhappinesa  is  of  their  owu 
choosing.  They  choose  it  because  they  ure  good.  But  thtingh 
thie  ia  tnie,  there  ia  nevertheU-HS  a  ceitaiu,  though  fluctuating 
relation  lietween  gnodnetvs  and  happiness,  Fir.^t  of  nill,  a  man's 
vices  and  a  child's  faults  often  make  them  miEerable  while  their 
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virtues  malte  tlieiu  Iiappy.  Secondly,  there  ia  tlie  higher  peace  and 
eatisfiietiuu  cf  right-iioiu^  and  self-aacrifice,  auU  tbe  deeper  misery 
and  wjuit  of  sin,  impurity  and  eeliiahiieas.  Goodness  gives  life 
indeed — tlte  highest  life.  Kin  brings  deatli  indeed — tho  deepest 
death.  Tlie  '  Hie  '  of  virtue  is  as  much  fiiiperior  to  the  life  tif  mere 
'  happiness,'  us  tlie  pleasure  of  looltitig  at  a  great  picture  is  higher 
than  the  plensurc  of  eating  a  hatli-bnu.  Tho  death  which  ein 
brings  is  worse  than  tlie  death  which  is  the  separation  of  eonl  and 
hod}',  for  it  is  the  death  of  our  higher  povrers  nud  purer  feelings, 
the  disease  and  corruption  of  the  aotil.  Then,  thirdly,  for  the 
life  hevuiid  the  grave,  we  cannot  litlp  heHevinj?  that  all  sorrow  and 
pain  wliich  doee  not  directly  purify  and  ennoble,  will  there  find  no 
place.  Therefore  it  is  tnie  that  sin  tends  towards  deathj  while 
goodnesa  tends  towards  hfe. 

Kzelciel's  teaching  increases  the  dignity  of  human  labour,  (he 
importance  nf  our  aetions,  the  Bulemmty  of  our  lives.  God  desires 
man's  '  hiippinefs ' ;  he  has  no  ploasure  in  the  death  of  him  that 
dieth.  He  htlps  towards  goodness  and  repentance:  he  does  not 
harden  or  impel  towards  sin.  Constantly,  then,  a^  we  fail  in  our 
upward  Btruggle,  wc  may  still  continue  to  trust  in  the  gottdness 
and  compasFiion  of  God.    linmiHty  and  hope  may  go  hand  in  hand. 

Rut  Ezekiidl,  on  the  other  hand,  would  give  no  sanction  to  any 
idea  that  God's  eompassion  ih  nervelesa  or  lawless.  What  I  havu 
ju&t  written  must  not  be  taken  to  mean  that  ho  fur  as  Goii  ia 
concerned  it  makes  uo  difference  whether  we  are  had  or  good. 
God's  right  eon  Slices  is  a  cleansing  fire.  It  cannot  be  the  eame 
for  a  man  whether  he  eins  or  does  nnbly,  whether  he  be  strenuous 
or  alack.  The  conserLuences  of  his  deeds  must  at  last  corae  honte 
to  bin,  thi'ir  author.  Love  ia  loving,  but  love  is  Hteru.  If  it 
were  not  etern,  it  would  Jiut  be  loving. 

§  3.  I  will  uow  quote  two  or  three  passages  in  which  Ezokiel  seta 
forth  his  hopes  of  the  futuro  or  j^olden  age.  It  will  be  seen  tliat 
hifl  point  of  view  ie  hi^re  noniewhat  different.  What  before  he  had 
urged  hia  ondltinH  to  pet  for  theiiK^elvca  by  their  own  effort,  he 
now  declarea  will  cume  to  them  as  the  gift  of  God.  Gixl  will 
give  it  for  his  own  sake.  All  hietory  is  an  unfolding  of  the  glory 
of  God.  Somewhat  ttjo  cloBcly.  to  onr  iastcR  and  mindii,  is  tlie 
honour  of  the  one  people  Iflrnel  identified  with  the  honour  of 
Goil.  Nor  ia  our  hope  for  the  future  a  n-Btoratiou  to  Palestine  and 
a  renewal  of  the  kingdom.  But  we  must  not  exjjcct  an  laraelite 
piieBt  and  patriot  of  nearly  tweiily-fivo  centiiriep  ago  to  think 
ahout  these  things  as  we  do.  We  must  pick  out  and  treasure  those 
thoughts  and  truths  which  are  universal  aud  abiding,  and  which, 
theroJ'ore,  are  still  precious  to  oursclvca  and  to  tho  world.     Just  as 
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we  still  need  the  Iiidding,  '  Mnke  you  a  new  lieflrt  and  a  new 
Bpirit,'  KO  do  we  still  netni  the  aejiiiraiire,  '  A  new  heiirt  will  I  give 
you,  aiiJ  ft  new  apirit  will  I  put  within  you.' 

'Die  Eul'ject  in  opened  up  with  Hti  athigk  upon  llie  wicked  kings 
and  tioliIcK  of  the  past.  The  Hgure  of  the  shepherd  is  r»miliar  in 
Greek  as  well  as  in  Hehrew  iileratnre.  In  the  future  the  true 
Good  Sheplieril  will  be  God. 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying,  Son  of 
man,  prophesy  iijiiunst  the  sEiepherds  of  Israel,  prophesy,  and 
Kay  unto  theui,  Tliua  auilli  the  Lord  God:  Woe  unto  the 
shepherds  of  Isniei  that  did  feed  theiiiselvea  !  Should  luit  the 
sheplierdft  fowl  ttie  sherp  f  Ye  draiik  the  milk,  and  ye  clothed 
YOU  with  the  wool^  ye  killed  the  fatUngs ;  but  ye  fed  not  the 
sheep.  The  diseased  ye  did  not  streng^then,  neither  did  ye 
heal  that  which  was  sick,  ncitlier  did  ye  bind  up  that  which 
was  brukeii,  ixeither  did  ye  bring^  again  that  wl]iL-]i  was  driven 
away,  neither  did  ye  seek  that  which  was  lost ;  but  with 
force  an<i  with  ri.t^our  did  ye  rule  over  them.  And  they  were 
scatteredj  because  there  was  no  shepherd :  and  they  became 
meat  to  all  the  beasts  of  the  field.  My  sheep  wandered 
through  all  the  mountains,  and  upon  every  high  hill:  yea, 
my  sheep  ■w'erc  scattered  upon  all  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  and 
there  was  none  that  did  search  or  seeli  after  them. 

Therefore,  ye  shepherds,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord : 
As  1  live,  saith  the  Lor<]  God,  surely  because  my  sheep  became 
a  prey,  and  my  flock  became  meat  to  all  the  beasts  of  tJie  field, 
because  there  was  no  shepherd,  neither  did  my  shepherds 
search  £or  my  sheep,  hut  the  shepherds  fed  themselves,  and 
fed  not  my  Hock  ;  therefore,  ye  shepherds,  hear  the  word  of 
the  Lord;  thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  Behold,  1  am  ag-ainst 
the  shepherds;  and  I  will  require  niy  sheep  at  tlii'ir  hand, 
and  cause  them  to  cease  from  feeding  the  flock ;  (leither  shall 
the  shepherds  feed  themselves  any  more;  and  I  will  deliver 
my  sheep  from  their  mouth,  that  they  may  not  be  meat  for 
them. 

For  thus  saith  the  Loitl  God  :  Bthold,  I  myself,  even  I, 
will  search  for  my  sheep,  and  seek  them  out.  As  a  shepherd 
sccketh  out  Ijis  flock  in  the  day  of  tlic  thunderstorm,  so  will 
I  SL'ek  out  my  sheep ;  and  1  will  deliver  them  out  of 
all  places  whither  they  have  been  scattered  in  the  day  of 
cloud  and  darkness.  And  I  will  bring  them  out  from  the 
peoples,  atid  gather  them  from  the  countries,  and  will  bring 
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thcni  into  their  own  land ;  iind  1  wIH  few!  them  upon  the 

mountains  of  Israel,  iiy  the  rivers,  and  in  all  the  inhahited 
phiees  ()f  the  ('(nintrj'.  I  will  feed  them  in  a  f;;ood  pasture, 
and  upon  tlie  uioinitains  of  Israel  shall  their  fold  be:  iJiere 
shall  they  lie  in  a  (rood  fold,  and  Iji  a  fat  pusture  shall  they 
feed  uiK>n  the  mountains  of  Israel.  1  myself  will  feed  my 
sheep,  and  I  will  cause  tliem  to  lie  down,  saith  the  Lurd  God. 
I  will  seek  tliat  ndiieh  was  lost,  and  will  liring'  aijaiii  tliat 
which  wns  driven  away,  ami  will  hind  up  that  which  w;ls 
broken,  and  will  stren^llien  tliat  which  was  sick  :  and  the  fat 
aiul  the  stroni^  1  will  preserve;  I  will  feed  them  rightly. 

And  as  for  you,  O  my  flock,  tlms  saith  the  Lord  (lod: 
Behold,  1  judge  between  sheep  ami  sheep,  the  rams  and 
the  Iie-g'oats.  Seenieth  it  a  small  thing  unto  you  to  have  eaten 
up  the  good  pasture,  but  ye  must  tread  down  with  your  feet 
the  residue  ot"  your  pasture?  and  to  haie  drunk  of  the  clear 
waters,  hut  ye  nmst  foul  the  residue  with  y"ur  feet?  And  as 
for  my  stieep,  they  have  t<j  eat  that  which  ye  have  tn.)dden 
with  your  I'eet,  and  they  have  to  drink  that  which  ye  have 
fonlecl  with  your  feet. 

Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  unto  them  :  Behold,  I, 
even  I,  will  judgt;  between  the  fat  cuttle  and  the  lean  cattle. 
Becimse  ye  thrust  with  side  and  uith  shoulder,  and  pu^lied 
all  the  diseased  with  your  Iwirns,  till  ye  scattered  them  abroad; 
therefore  will  I  save  my  Hock,  and  they  shall  no  more  be 
a  prey;  ajjd  1  will  judge  betvreen  cattle  and  cuttle.  And 
I  will  set  up  one  shepherd  over  tliem,  and  lie  shall  feed  them, 
even  my  servant  Davitl ;  he  shall  feed  them,  and  be  shall  be 
their  shepherd.  And  I  the  Lord  will  he  their  God,  and  iny 
eeri'ant  David  prince  among  them  ;  I  the  Lord  have  spoken  it. 

And  I  will  make  with  tliem  a  covenant  of  peace,  and  will 
cause  evil  beasts  to  cease  out  of  the  land :  and  they  shall 
dwell  safely  in  the  pasture-country,  and  sleep  in  the  woods. 
And  I  will  nuike  them  and  the  places  round  about  my  hill 
a  blessing;  and  I  will  cause  the  shower  to  come  down  in  its 
season  ;  thei-e  shall  be  showers  of  blessing.  And  the  tree  of 
the  held  shall  yield  its  fruit,  and  the  earth  shall  yield  her 
increase,  and  they  shall  be  secure  in  their  land;  and  they 
shall  know  that  I  urn  the  Lord,  when  I  have  bn)ken  the  Iwmds 
of  their  yoke,  and  have  delivered  them  out  of  the  hand  of 
those  that  made  bondmen  of  them.  And  tliey  shall  no  more 
be  a  prey  to  the  nations,  neither  shall  the  bejwt  of  the  earth 
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dt'voiir  them ;  hut  they  shall  dwell  safely,  and  noiip  shall 
make  them  afraid.  And  I  M-ill  raise  up  unto  them  a  planta- 
tion of  peace,  and  thej'  shall  be  no  more  consumed  with 
i'amine  In  the  huul,  neitlicr  bear  the  mockery  of  the  nations 
any  more.  And  they  shall  know  that  1  the  Li>rd  llirir  God 
ani  with  them,  and  that  they,  the  house  of  Israel;,  are  my 
people,  Baith  the  Lord  God.  And  ye  are  my  sheep,  the  sheep 
of  my  pasture,  and  I  am  your  God,  saith  the  Ijord  God. 

Ezfikiere  conception  of  the  shepherclB  anc3  their  duty  may  bo 
combined  witL  his  d (Ascription  of  liia  own  office  HR  a  watc:hmiin. 
He  teachos  tbc  gi'ave  moral  reaponaibility  wliicb  falls  on  every 
niau  or  woman  wlio  fills  any  jmet  of  trust  and  iullueDCO.  The 
greater  the  post,  the  greater  the  rc-sponsibUity  and  the  more 
iniperinUB  tha  calk  And  as  we  all  fill  some  post  and  place  m 
the  world,  Uiis  moral  reaponaibility  fidh  upon  us  all.  With  this 
sense  of  reaponBibility  we  should  »lso  work  to  develop  the  moral 
courage  to  do  a»d  to  cndnre,  Even  aa  it  was  Baid  to  Ezekiel, 
*  Soil  of  man,  be  not  afraid  of  them,'  so  mriy  it  he  necessary  for 
MB  all  now  and  again  to  seek  such  divine  encouragement.  There 
ia  a  tiuiQ  for  silence,  bub  there  is  alt^)  a  time  for  speech.  And 
occftBioimlly  open  speech  and  open  deed  may  be  right  aud  useful, 
althoagh  to  ourselves  unpleasant. 

The  following  vision  is  very  famous.  It  is  directed  agaiuat  the 
despair  of  the  exiles  as  to  their  own  future.  It  must  be  noticed 
that  in  Hebrew,  '  wrath,'  spirit,'  '  wiuii,'  and  what  1  have  rendered 
'  e.pirit  of  life,'  are  all  represented  by  one  and  the  &amo  woi-d, 
Euacfi. 

The  hand  of  the  TjOrd  was  upon  me,  and  carried  mc  out  in 
the  spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  set  me  down  in  the  midst  of  the 
valley;  and  it  was  full  of  hones;  atid  he  caused  me  to  piis3 
by  thetn  round  about:  and  behold,  there  were  very  many  in 
the  open  valley;  and  lo,  they  were  very  dry.  And  he  said 
unto  me,  Son  of  man,  can  these  hones  live  ?    And  I  answered, 

0  Lord  God,  thou  knowest.  Again  he  Bhid  unto  me.  Prophesy 
to  these  hones,  and  say  nnto  them,  O  ye  dry  bones,  hcur  the 
word  of  the  Lord.  Thus  saith  the  Ixird  God  unto  these 
bones  :  Behold,  1  will  cau.se  the  spirit  of  life  to  enter  ijito 
you,  and  ye  shall  live.  And  I  will  lay  sinews  upon  yon,  and 
will  bring  up  flesh  upon  yon,  and  cover  you  with  skin,  and 
put  breath  in  you,  and  ye  shall  live;  and  ye  shall  know  that 

1  am  the  Lord. 
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So  I  prophesieti  as  I  was  cummandetl :  and  ns  T  prophesied, 
there  was  u  noise,  jirid  beliold  an  earth((uakc,  and  the  boots 
came  together,  Iwne  t^J  hia  bone.  And  us  I  looked,  lo, 
the  sinews  find  the  flesli  cnme  up  upon  thecn,  and  skin 
covered  them  above:  but  there  was  no  breath  in  them. 
Then  said  he  unto  me.  Prophesy  unto  the  wind,  prophesy, 
sou  of  man,  and  siiy  to  the  wind,  Tims  siuth  the  Lord  God: 
Coiuc  fi*oin  the  four  winds,  O  spirit  of  life,  and  breathe 
upon  these  slain,  that  they  may  livp.  So  I  prophesied 
as  he  commatided  me.  and  the  spirit  of  life  eame  into  tliem, 
and  they  lived,  and  stood  up  upon  their  feet,  an  exceeding 
great  army. 

Then  he  said  unto  nie,  Son  of  man,  these  Iwnes  are  the 
whole  house  of  Israel :  iM'hold,  they  say.  Our  bones  are 
drietl  up,  and  onr  hope  is  hmt;  we  are  quite  cut  off. 
Tlierefore  prophesy,  and  say  unto  them.  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
God:  Behold,  O  my  people,  I  will  open  your  graves,  and 
cause  you  to  couie  up  out  of  your  i^ravca,  and  brio^  you  into 
the  laud  of  Israel.  And  ye  shall  know  tliat  I  am  the  Lord, 
when  I  have  opened  your  graves,  and  brought  you  up  out  iof 
your  graves,  O  my  people.  And  I  will  put  my  spirit  in  you, 
and  ye  shall  live,  and  I  will  plai-e  you  in  your  own  laud : 
then  shall  ye  know  that  I  the  LonI  have  spokcu  it,  and  per- 
formed it,  saith  the  Lord. 

Moreover  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying,  Son 
of  man,  when  the  house  of  Israel  dwelt  iu  their  own  land, 
they  defiled  it  by  their  way  and  by  their  doings.  Wherefore 
1  scattered  thcni  among  the  nations,  and  they  were  dispersed 
thr<jugli  tiie  coinitries  :  according  to  their  way  and  according 
to  their  doings  I  judged  tiiem.  And  when  they  entered  unto 
the  nations,  whither  they  went,  tliey  profaned  my  holy  name ; 
in  that  men  said  of  them,  These  are  the  people  of  the  Lord, 
and  are  gone  forth  out  of  his  land. 

But  1  had  pity  for  mine  holy  name,  which  the  house  of 
Israel  had  profaned  among  the  nations,  wlnther  they  went. 
Therefore  say  unto  the  house  of  Israel,  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
God:  I  do  not  this  for  your  sake,  O  house  of  Israel,  but 
for  mine  holy  name's  sake,  which  ye  have  pi-ofaned  among 
the  nations,  whither  ye  went.  And  1  will  sarjctify  my  great 
name,  which  was  profaned  among  tlie  natione,  wtneh  ye  have 
faned  In  the  midst  of  them ;  and  the  nations  shall  know 
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ttint  I  am  the  T»rd,  tmilh  tlie  IjonI  God,  when  I  Bhall  be 
sanctilied  through  you  before  their  eyes. 

Kur  I  will  t'lkc  you  frotii  ainoiiic  the  nations,  and  gather 
you  out  of  all  the  countries,  and  witt  hriiig  you  into  your  own 
Lind.  Then  wilt  I  sprinkle  rlpun  water  upon  you,  and  ye 
Kliall  he  clean:  from  all  your  filthiness,  and  from  all  your 
idoU,  will  1  cleanflc  you,  A  new  heart  also  will  I  ^vc  yoa, 
and  a  new  Hpirit  will  I  put  within  you :  and  I  will  take  away 
the  stony  heart  out  of  your  flesh,  and  I  will  ^ive  you  an  heart 
uf  fli'Kli.  And  I  will  put  my  Kpirit  within  you,  and  cause  you 
til  walk  in  my  Ktatntet*.  and  ye  shall  keep  n^y  judgementSj  and 
do  them.  Anrl  ye  shall  dwell  in  the  land  that  I  gave  to  your 
fathers;  and  ye  shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  your  God. 


$  I.  ToB  pome  yeai-8  after  Ezekiel's  life-work  had  been  bronglit 
to  a  close — -the  lateFit  date  given  in  his  bonk  is  570,  fiixtwn  y^ars 
after  the  capture  of  Jeriisaltm — nothing  happcimii  to  Tuaka  it  seem 
likely  that  any  jiart  of  his  foi-eca&ts  for  the  future  would  ba 
realized.  Kvt'rytliing  rcmainetj  much  iia  hefoie.  Nebuchudnjxzar 
died  in  562,  but  the  strength  of  the  Bahyloiiian  empire  did  not 
^eein  dimuiiBhed  during  th«  reigns  of  his  two  siiccessori*,  Evil- 
Merodftch  aud  Neriglossor.  lu  566,  however,  troubles  began. 
A  succeBsful  fuH8|»ii  aey  placed  a  uoniinee  uf  its  own  culled  Nabnn- 
nedos  upon  the  throne.  Two  years  before  that  a  great  and  dittin- 
pruiahiftd  figure  in  Asiiitic  histoid  had  bej^un  hia  royal  career. 
Cyrus,  the  Acbaenieuid,  had  ascended  the  thrune  of  Persia.  Till 
liis  time  Persia  had  beeu  more  or  leas  dependent  upon  Jfedia. 
But  Cyrus  footj  threw  off  the  Median  yoke  and  Innied  tfie  tahlea 
completely.  In  54C>  he  was  master  of  all  Media,  and  it  was  clear 
that,  a  new  great  empire  was  being  eetablished.  Nahonncdos  was 
unfit  to  cojie  with  a  man  like  Cyrus.  Ha  was  more  a  pious 
antiijuariau,  keen  about  reatoriug  temples  aud  diaeoveiing  old 
iDseriptiouB,  than  a  soldier  or  a  etatesmau.  But  ut  last  uii 
alliance  was  formed  agfainst  Cyrus  by  Lydia^  Egypt^  and  Bahylon, 
Cyrus  iurnetl  first  a^miu^t  Lydia.  You  have  read,  or  will  read, 
in  the  great  Greek  historian  Heiudotus  how  lie  fared  and  how  he 
won.  SevL'ti  years  passed  before  he  attacked  the  Babylonians. 
NrtbonnedoB  was  not  a  popular  monarch,  aud  when  Cyrua  opened 
the  campaign  m  539,  a  single  buttle  enfficed  to  di;cido  the  isBue. 
One  city  after  another  opt-ned  its  gates,  and  at  lust  the  capital 
itself  followed  auit-  In  538  Cynia  entered  Babylon  in  triumph, 
and  received,  as  it  would  appear,  on  all  hands  an  enthuBiaBtic 
welcome.     It  was  a  great  and  bloodle&a  victorj*. 

The  Jewish  exiles,  were  naturally  raiaed  to  a  high  etate  of 
excitement  by  the  progress  and  euwesses  of  Cyrns.  A  sober  critic 
might  have  siiid  that  they  would  only  change  one  master  for 
another  (and  ho  would  have  beeu  mainly  in  tlie  right),  but  to  the 
mure  hopeful  aud  believing   spirits  amoug  them,  thu  coming  of 
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Cyrus  tie4>raed  to  iinplir  not  merely  the  downfall  of  the  bated 
Babyloaian  supi-einac-y,  but  the  speedy  advent  tf  the  golden  age. 
Songs  werv  coiupused  in  eerni-prupliclic  laiiuuage  exulting  m  the 
foil  of  the  enemy.  One  of  tlieei*  songs  is  still  preserved  to  hb.  It 
LR  not  reli^noun  in  the  higher  sense  of  tlie  ivord,  but  yet,  as  it 
coutuius  stoiite  fine  puetry,  I  will  insert  it.  It  ia  introdured  by 
a  prediction  in  prose.  Tlie  Hebrew  text  iii  here  and  there  corrupt, 
CO  tlio  tmn  slut  ion  ia  somciinies  uuuertnin.  I  mui^t  forbenr  to 
explain  its  diltirulHeA.  Note  the  &moua  hexameter  in  the  line 
about  Lucifer^  the  day  star. 

For  the  Lord  iriU  have  mercy  on  Jacob,  and  will  yet 
choose  Israel,  and  set  them  in  their  own  InncI :  and  the 
stranger  will  join  hiujself  to  tlicin,  and  tht-y  will  cleave 
to  the  liouse  «r  Jacob.  And  tlie  pt-opk-H  .sbidl  take  tiieni, 
and  briiiir  them  t(i  their  place:  and  the  linusc  of  Israel  shnll 
possess  them  in  the  laiul  of  the  Lord  for  servants  and  for 
handmaids :  and  they  shall  take  them  captive,  whose  cap- 
tives they  were  ;   and  tliey  shall  rule  over  their  oppressors. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  day  that  tlie  Lord  shall 
l^ive  tht'c  rest  from  thy  sorroWj  and  from  thy  troubU',  and 
from  the  hard  service  whereir]  thou  vast  made  to  serve,  that 
tlioti  shall  take  up  ttu6  mocking  song  against  the  king  o£ 
Babylon,  and  say. 

How  hath  the  oppressor  ceased  1  the  insolent  dealing 
ceased  ! 

The  LorH  hath  broken  the  staff  of  the  wicked,  the  sceptre 
of  the  tyrant ; 

Who  smote  the  peoples  in  wrath  with  u  continual  stroke. 

That  auliducd  the  nations  in  an^er,  with  a  perpetual 
persecution. 

The  whole  earth  is  at  rest,  and  is  quiet :  they  break  forth 
into  singing. 

Yea,  the  fir  trees  rejoice  ut  thee,  and  the  cedars  of 
Lebanon  : 

Since  thou  art  laid  down,  no  feller  cometh  up  against  lis. 

Sheol  from  beneath  is  moved  for  thee  to  meet  thee  at  thy 
coming  : 

It  sttrreth  up  the  shades  for  thee,  even  all  the  chief  ones 
of  the  earth ; 

It  liath  raised  up  from  their  tlirones  all  the  kings  of  the 
nations. 

AH  they  answer  and  say  unto  thee,  ' 
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Ai-t  thou  also  become  weak  .is  we?  art  thou  become  like 
unto  U3?  Thy  poinp  is  bruught  down  to  Sheol^  and  the 
noise  of  thy  viols  : 

Corruption  is  spread  under  thee,  and  worms  cover  thee. 

How  art  thou  fallen  from  heaven,  O  Lucifer^  son  of  tlie 
mom  i  nit ! 

How  art  thou  cut  down  to  the  ground,  who  didst  ky  low 
the  nations  ! 

Thou  suidst  in  thine  heurt,  I  will  u9ceud  into  hcavcu, 

I  will  exalt  my  throne  iibovi*  the  stairs  oF  God ; 

And  I  will  sit  vipoD  the  nioiitjt  of  assembly,  in  the  utter- 
mo3t  parts  of  the  north  : 

I  will  nsceiid  above  the  heights  of  the  elouUs ;  I  M'ill  be 
like  the  Most  High. 

Yet  tlitiu  ;irt  brought  down  to  Sheol,  to  the  lowest  depths 
of  the  pit. 

They  that  see  thee  narrowly  look  upon  thee,  ponder  tfiee : 

Is  this  the  in.in  that  made  the  earth  to  tremble,  that  did 
shake  kingdoms  : 

That  made  the  world  as  jl  wildernesa,  and  dctttroyed  the 
cities  thereof^ 

That  released  not  his  prisoners  to  their  home  ? 

All  the  kings  of  the  Jiatious,  all  of  thcni,  sleep  in  g'lory, 
every  one  in  hia  own  house. 

But  thou  art  cast  forth  among  the  slain,  among  them  that 
are  thrust  through  with  the  swor<l. 

Going  clown  to  the  stones  of  the  pit,  as  a  carcase  trodden 
uculer  foot. 

Thou  shidt  not  be  joined  with  thy  fathers  in  burial, 

Because  thou  hast  destroyed  tliy  lajitl,  IIkju  hast  slain  thy 
people ; 

The  seed  of  evil-doera  shall  not  be  named  for  ever. 

Prepare  the  shansbles  for  his  children  for  the  iniquity 
of  their  fathers ; 

That  they  rise  not  up,  and  possesH  the  earth,  and  fill  the 
face  of  the  world  with  ruins  1 


§  2.  Tliero  wan  one  jjreat  Jewish  writer  at  tliJs  momentous  crisis 
wliote  vision  of  (lie  future  was  not  limittd  to  the  nai-ie  downfnll  of 
Babylon.  His  iiiiine  is  unlriiowu,  nur  can  we  tull  wlieti  exactly  be 
wrote,  though  it  ia  probable  thiit  all  that  we  have  of  his  was  written 
Eunic  few  jeurij  bcfoie  CyruB  euteied  Bubylyu.     liy  too  believed 
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that  tlie  victory  of  Cj-rns  wodld  anon   l»e  followed    by  all  the 

eplendnuTB  of  the  golden  a^e.  Tlie  idea  of  the  long  aiid  gradual 
]>rogi-ef«9  of  mankiud  was  quite  foreign  io  the  Jewish  Diiud.  Yet 
his  main  pix'dictiuQ,  tlmt  Cyrus  would  t^liow  frieiidtthip  to  the  Jews 
«ud  aUiiw  a  reBtoratiun  to  Palef-tine,  was  refllized,  thongh  on  & 
hnmliler  Eralft  and  with  far  Btiialler  n^sultH  tliaii  he  had  hoped  for 
and  foretold.  But  his  real  value  and  iiitereat  for  ma  lies  in  this, 
that  he  set  forth  in  grand  and  moving  language  ninny  great  and 
noble  ideas  about  Goil  and  the  mission  of  larftel.  Tlie  whole  history 
of  the  Jews  might  have  been  very  ilifferent  if  they  had  attempted 
with  all  tlieir  ht-art  to  rc-alize  the  teacbiiig  of  this  oaraeless  seer. 

His  writings,  for  aoiiiw  uiiliuowu  ruason,  were  incorporated  into 
tlie  '  Book  of  Isaiah:  Only  a  sniull  aucl  ill-defined  poriiun  of  that 
Iwok  can  hare  lieen  written  liy  iRniHh  himself.  The  gTe«tpr  part 
of  it  was  written  later.  Tim  work  nf  the  prophet  with  wlioin  w« 
are  now  concerned — fur  a  prophet  he  was,  though  of  a  ditfereot 
kind  from  Amos  or  Jeremiah — brgins  at  the  fortieth  cliapler  of 
the  Book  of  li-aiah.  and  continnes  for  tixteeii  chapters  with  in- 
eignifit'Jint  interruptions.  The  remaining  eleven  chapter.i  are 
probably  t!ie  work  of  other  and  later  hamls.  For  tlie  sake  of 
convenience  be  Las  bonicttnics  been  culkd  the  Bei:oud  or  Baby- 
loniHU  l^iali. 

As  regards  (tod,  the  Second  iBaiah  is  the  gre*t  biblical  preachpr 
of  pure  luid  ahi^nhite  Thioniitlicigm.  There  is  one  Ood  only.  The 
God  of  the  Jews  in  tbe  God  of  the  whole  world,  creatxir  and  austaiuer 
of  all  the  universe  of  things.  No  prcviotis  writi:r  in  the  Bible  90 
cpin|i!ete]y  identified  the  idol  with  the  deity  whom  it  was  faebioned 
to  represent.  To  the  Second  Isaiah  the  wooden  or  golden  idol  is 
the  giid,  and  therefore  it  in  no  god,  hut  a  mere  lifeless  block,  the 
work  of  man's  hands,  with  110  rtality  beyond  it  or  outside  it. 

As  i"eganis  the  Jews,  the  Secoad  Isaiah  is  coiivineed  that  they 
are  the  \vitnepBe8  of  God,  In  his  highest  momenta  ha  rises  to  the 
following  conception  :  Israel  is  Gtid's  eeiTant  for  the  purpose  of 
diffusing  and  teaching  through  the  world  the  kiiowledge  and  the 
worship  of  the  one  and  only  God.  I&nicl  has  been  chosen  not  fur 
its  own  sake,  but  for  the  woild'e  Rake.  '  Through  thee  shall  all  the 
families  of  the  eailh  be  blessed.'  And  this  idea  of  election  or 
vocation  for  the  sake  of  others  is  pushed  still  further.  As  Israel 
stands  to  the  world,  eo  stand  the  best  Israelites  to  Ismcl.  They 
suffered  and  suffer  for  the  sake  of  Israel,  just  as  Israel  bus  suffered 
and  siiiTers  fur  tho  t^ake  of  the  world.  AVhat  a  grand  explanation 
have  we  Jiere  of  sorrow  aud  suffei'iiig — an  explanation  which  admits 
of  endless  applications  and  is  eternally  true.  It  is  the  doctrine  of 
self-fiacrifice,  which  enncbles  sorrow  and  gives  us  courage  to  put 
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the  deepest  suETeriug  to  Ingheei  use.  How  lar  higlter  and  trutr 
than  llio  old  klea,  tliat  ^ooduesg  invarmbly  caused  mid  implied 
prospeiity,  wliile  ndversity  was  tbe  iiiTariablo  consetjneiice  of  siu. 
For  row  we  can  understand  that  the  most  poignant  sorrow  may 
both  produce  and  imply  the  fulieat  faith  and  the  moBt  devoted 
goodnese. 

Suffeiing  mid  goodness  will  be  8.t  least  as  natural  a  combination 
as  goodness  and  prosperity. 

liet  us  sec  bow  these  great  doctrines  shine  ont  here  and  there 
frocn  their  environment. 

§  3.  The  prophet  begina  with  tho  main  burden  of  his  meBsage  : 
the  centml  declaration  of  forgiveuesa  and  restoratioji.  To  the 
exiles  themeelTcs  this  was  the  most  innportant  statement  he  had 
to  make.  Note  that  the  return  of  Israel  is  metaphorically  depicted 
as  a  return  of  God. 

Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people,  saith  your  God.  Speak 
ye  comfortably  to  Jerusalem,  and  cry  unto  her,  that  her 
warfare  is  accomplished,  that  her  iniquity  is  pardoned  ;  that 
she  hath  received  oi  tJie  Lord's  haiul  double  for  all  her 
Bins. 

The  voice  of  one  that  crieth,  Prepare  ye  in  the  wihlerneSH 
the  way  of  the  Lord,  make  straij^ht  in  the  desert  11  high  way 
for  ()ur  (Jod.  Let  every  valley  be  exalted,  and  every  inoiin- 
tain  and  hill  be  made  low:  and  let  the  crooked  be  made 
straight,  and  the  rough  places  plain.  And  the  glory  of  the 
Lortl  shall  be  rei^ealed,  and  all  flesh  shall  sec  it  together:  for 
the  mouth  of  the  liord  hath  spoken  it. 

O  thou  that  bringest  good  tidings  to  Zion,  get  thee  up  on 
a  high  mountain  ;  O  thou  tiiat  bringest  good  tidings  to  Jeru- 
salem, lift  up  thy  voice  with  strcngtli  j  lift  it  up,  bo  not 
afraid;  say  unto  the  cities  of  Judah,  Behold,  your  God  I 
Behold,  the  Lord  God  will  come  as  a  strong  one,  and  his  arm 
shall  rule  for  him :  behold,  his  reward  is  with  him,  und  bis 
requital  before  him.  He  shall  feed  his  flock  like  a  shepherd  ; 
he  shall  gather  the  lambs  in  hia  arm,  aiul  carry  them  in  his 
bosom,  and  shall  gently  lead  those  that  give  suck. 

A  voice  said.  Cry.  And  I  said,  What  shall  I  cry?  All 
flesh  is  grass,  and  all  t!ie  goodliness  thereof  ir  as  the  flower 
of  the  field :  the  grass  withereth,  the  flower  fadeth ;  because  the 
breath  of  the  Lord  blowcth  upon  it.  The  grass  withereth,  the 
flower  fadeth :  but  the  word  of  our  God  slmll  stand  for  ever. 

I  i 
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Now  follows  a  gram]  and  impasiiiaucd  outburst  on  the  omiiipo* 
tence  aud  luiiqu^ncss  of  God. 

Whii  Imtli  nu'Usured  the  watei's  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand, 
and  niftrd  the  heiivciis  with  a  spun,  and  coiiipreliended  the 
dust  of  tlte  earth  in  a  measure,  and  weighed  the  niountains 
in  scales,  and  the  hills  in  a  halance  ?  Who  hath  directed  the 
spirit  of  tiie  Lord,  or  being  his  coiinaellor  hath  taught  hiiu? 
With  whom  took  lie  cuuriBel,  and  who  Instructed  him,  and 
taught  hiru  in  the  path  uf  judgement,  and  tauglit  liiin  know- 
ledt^e,  and  ahewed  to  him  tlic  way  of  understanding  }  Behold, 
the  nations  are  as  a  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  are  counted  as  the 
fine  dust  of  the  halance :  beholdj  he  taketh  up  the  isles  as  a  very 
little  thing.  And  Lebanon  is  not  sufficient  to  burn,  nor  the 
beasts  thereof  sufficient  for  a  burnt  offering.  All  the  nations 
are  us  nothing  before  bim ;  thcj'  arc  counted  to  bini  a  tbini^ 
of  nought  and  emptiness.  To  whom  then  will  ye  liken  God  ? 
or  what  likeness  w"ill  ye  compare  unto  him  ? 

The  graven  ininge,  a  Morkman  melted  it,  and  the  gold- 
smith sprcadcth  it  over  with  gold,  and  castcth  for  it  silver 
clmin».  Tlicy  help,  each  one  the  other;  and  one  saith  to  his 
Fellow,  Be  of  good  courage.  So  the  carpenter  encourageth 
the  goldsmith,  and  he  that  smootheth  with  the  hammer  him 
that  striketh  the  anvil,  saying  of  the  soldering,  It  is  good  ; 
and  he  fastenetli  it  with  nails,  tljat  it  may  not  move.  He 
that  is  too  poor  for  such  an  offering  chooseth  a  tree  tliat  will 
not  rot;  he  sreketh  unto  him  a  cutming  workman  lo  prepare 
a  graven  itniige,  that  will  not  move.  Can  ye  not  perceive  ? 
Can  yc  not  hear  ?  batli  it  not  been  told  you  from  the  begiu- 
uing  ?  have  ye  not  understood  it  from  the  foundation  of  the 
earth  ?  It  is  he  that  sittcth  above  the  circle  of  the  earth,  and 
the  inhabitants  thereof  are  as  grasshoppers ;  tliat  stretcheth 
out  the  heavens  as  a  curtain,  and  spreadeth  them  out  as  a 
tent  to  dwell  in  :  that  bringetis  princes  to  nothing  ;  he  makoth 
the  judges  of  the  earth  as  emptiness.  Scarce  are  they  planted, 
scarce  arc  tliey  sown,  scarce  hath  their  stock  taken  root  in 
the  earth :  when  he  bloweth  upon  them,  and  they  wither,  and 
the  whirlwind  takctli  them  away  as  stuhble.  To  whon^  tlieii 
will  ye  liken  me,  that  I  should  he  equall  to  him?  saith  the 
Holy  One.  Lift  up  your  eyes  on  high,  and  see;  who  hath 
created  these?  He  who  bringetli  out  their  host  by  number: 
he  calleth  them  all  by  name ;  by  the  greatness  of  liis  might, 
and  for  that  he  is  strong  in  power,  not  one  is  wanting. 


'WHO    JIATil    CREATED    THESE?' 


483 


He  admouiBheB  the  weak  hearted  and  tbe  douhtirg  among  the 

exiles. 

Why  sayefit  thou,  O  Jacob,  and  speakest,  O  Israel,  My  way 
is  hid  from  the  Lord,  and  niy  judgement  is  passed  over  by 
my  God  ?  Haat  tliou  not  known  r  hast  thou  not  heard  ? 
An  cverlaating  God  ift  tlie  Lord,  the  Cn'ator  of  the  ciuls  of 
the  earth ;  he  fainteth  not,  neither  is  lie  weary ;  there  ib  no 
searching  of  his  understanding.  He  gireth  power  to  the 
faint;  and  to  him  that  hath  no  miglit  he  inci-easetli  sti-eiigth. 
Even  the  youths  shall  faint  and  be  weary,  and  the  young 
men  shall  utterly  full :  hut  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  shall 
renew  their  Btreiigth  j  they  shall  mount  up  with  wings  as 
eagles;  they  shall  run^  and  not  be  weary;  they  shall  walk, 
and  not  faint. 

It  13  the  eternal  aud  only  God  who  kaa  summoned  Cyrus  and 
given  him  victory. 

Who  hath  raised  up  from  the  east  him  whom  victory 
nieeteth  at  every  step  ?  he  giveth  nations  before  hini,  and 
maketh  him  rule  over  kings.  His  sword  maketh  them  as 
dust;  his  bow  as  driven  stuhble.  Ho  pursueth  thpm,  and 
passeth  on  safely;  he  scarce  treadeth  the  path  with  his  feet. 
Who  hath  wrought  and  done  this  ?  He  wlio  called  the  gene- 
rations fi-om  the  hcginuings  ;  I,  the  Lord,  the  lirst,  uud  with 
the  last,  I  am  he. 

But  thou,  Israel,  my  servant,  Jacob  whom  I  have  chosen, 
the  seed  of  Abraham  my  friend ;  thou  whom  I  have  taken 
from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  culled  thee  from  the  furthest 
parts  thereof,  and  said  unto  thee.  Thou  art  my  servant,  I  have 
chosen  thee  and  not  cast  thee  away.  Fear  thou  not,  for  I  am 
with  thee ;  be  not  dismayed,  for  I  am  thy  God :  I  will 
strengtficn  thee;  yea,  1  wilt  help  thee;  yea,  I  will  uphold 
thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my  righteousness.  Behold,  all 
they  that  were  incensed  against  thee  shall  be  ashamed  and 
cojifounded :  they  that  strove  with  thee  shall  be  as  nothing, 
and  shall  perish.  Tlmu  shalt  seek  them,  and  shalt  not  find 
them,  even  tliem  that  contended  with  thee:  they  that  warred 
against  thee  shall  l>c  as  nothing,  and  as  a  thing  of  nought. 
For  I  the  Lord  thy  God  will  hold  thy  right  hand,  saying  unto 
thee.  Fear  not ;  I  will  help  thee. 

Fear  not,  thou  wonn  Jacob,  and  ye  men  of  Israel ;  1  will 
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help  thee,  Baith  the  Lord,  and  thy  redeemer,  the  Holy  One 
uf  Isruc-I.  Behuldf  I  will  make  thee  a  new  shurp  threshing 
iiiKtrumfut  haxing  teelli :  tliuu  »hiilt  thresli  the  mountains, 
iin<]  heat  them  nmaJl,  aud  Ethalt  make  the  hillt*  as  chafF. 
Thou  shall  fan  tlieni,  and  the  wind  shall  carry  them  aw-ay, 
and  the  whirlwind  shall  scatter  them:  but  thou  ?halt  exult 
in  the  Lord,  thou  shalt  glory  in  the  Holy  One  of  Israel. 

The  afflicted  and  the  needy  who  seek  for  water  and 
there  Ls  none,  and  their  tongue  faileth  for  thirst — I  the  Lord 
will  hear  them,  1  the  God  of  Israel  will  not  forsake  them. 
1  will  open  rii-ers  on  Iwre  hills,  and  fountains  in  the  midst 
of  the  valleys:  I  will  make  the  wilderness  a  pool  of  water, 
and  the  dry  land  springs  uf  water.  I  will  plant  iu  the  wilder- 
ueBs  the  cedar,  the  acacia  tree,  and  the  myrtle,  and  the  oil 
tree;  I  will  set  in  the  desert  the  fir  tree,  the  plane,  and  the 
larch  tree  together:  that  they  may  see,  and  know,  and  con- 
sider, and  understand  together,  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
hath  done  this,  and  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  hath  created  it. 

The  idols  are  challenged  to  prove  that  they  are  gods.  But  only 
the  true  God,  can  prove  his  divinity. 

Produce  your  cause,  aaith  the  Lord ;  bring  forth  your 
strong  reasons,  saitJi  the  King  of  Jactd).  Let  tlicm  bring 
them  forth,  aiui  tell  us  what  shall  happen :  tell  us  the 
former  things,  what  they  ai"e.  that  we  may  consider  them, 
!Uid  know  the  latter  end  of  them  :  or  declare  to  us  things 
for  to  come.  Shew  tlie  things  that  are  to  come  hereafter; 
that  wc  may  know  that  ye  arc  gods :  yea,  do  good,  or  do 
evil,  that  we  may  look  one  upon  another,  and  l>ehold 
it  together.  Behold,  ye  are  of  nothing,  and  your  work 
of  nought :  an  iibomination  is  he  that  chooseth  you, 

I  have  raised  up  one  from  the  north,  and  he  is  come ; 
from  the  rising  of  the  sun  one  that  calleth  upon  my  name : 
and  he  shall  trample  upnn  rulers  as  upon  mortar,  and  as 
the  potter  treadeth  clay.  Who  declared  it  from  the  beginnings 
that  we  might  know?  and  heforetime,  that  we  might  say, 
He  is  right  ?  yea,  there  was  none  that  declared,  yea,  there 
was  none  that  shewed,  yea,  there  was  none  that  hcai-d  your 
words.  1  first  sjdd  unto  Zion,  Behold,  behold  tliem  ;  and 
I  gave  to  Jerusalem  one  that  Ijringcth  good  tidings.  And 
when  I  looke<l,  there  was  no  man ;  even  aniong  them  there 
was  no  counsellor,  that,  when  I  asked  of  them,  could  answer 
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a  word.     BehoUl,  they  are  all  emptiness ;    their  works  are 
iiougitt :  their  molten  jiiingeH  lire  wind  and  confusion. 

§  4.  At  this  point  is  suddeuly  ititroduced  uue  of  those  great 
piissuges  about  tlie  mlsEioa  of  Ini-uel  as  the  BCrvuut  of  Qod  ami 
the  teacher  of  the  nations,  to  which  I  Alluded  at  the  beginning. 

Behold  my  servant,  whom  I  uphold;  my  chosen,  in  whom 
my  soul  delighteth  :  I  have  put  my  spirit  upon  him  ;  he  shall 
bring  forth  true  religion  to  the  niitions.  He  shall  not  clamour 
nor  cry,  nor  cause  his  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  street.  A 
bruised  reed  shall  he  not  break,  and  a  dimly  burning  wick 
shall  he  not  quench :  he  shall  bring  Forth  true  religion  faith- 
fully. He  shall  not  bum  dimly,  nor  shall  his  spirit  be 
crushed,  till  he  have  set  true  religion  in  the  earth ;  and  the 
isica  shall  wait  for  his  teaching. 

Tliua  saith  God  the  Lord,  he  that  created  the  heavens, 
and  stretched  them  out;  he  that  spread  forth  the  earth  antl 
that  which  cometh  out  of  it;  he  that  g-iveth  breath  unto  the 
people  upon  it,  rmd  spirit  to  them  that  walk  therein :  I  the 
Ijord  have  called  thee  in  rigbteousnesB,  and  taken  hold  of 
thine  hand,  and  formed  thee,  and  made  thee  for  a  covenant 
people,  for  a  light  of  the  nations;  to  open  the  blind  eyes, 
to  bring  out  the  prisoners  from  the  prison,  and  them  that 
sit  ill  darkness  out  of  the  prison  house.  I  am  the  Lord ; 
that  is  my  name :  and  my  glory  will  I  not  give  to  another, 
neither  my  praise  unto  graven  images.  Behold,  the  former 
things  are  come  to  pass,  and  new  things  do  I  declare:  before 
they  spring  forth  I  tell  j'ou  of  them. 

We  will  coniiider  this  passage  more  fully  later  on.  After  a  short 
song  of  triumph,  uot  tlosely  counected  with  what  lias  just  gone 
before,  and  here  oiniLlcd,  the  pi-ophet  pointedly  contrasts  the  Israel 
of  the  present  aud  the  poet  with  the  predicted  Israel  of  the  near 

future. 

Hear,  ye  deaf ;  and  look,  ye  blind,  that  yc  may  see.  Who 
is  blind,  but  my  servant  J  or  deaf,  as  my  messenger  that 
I  send  ?  who  is  blind  as  he  that  is  my  friend,  and  deaf  as 
the  Lord's  servant?  Thou  seest  many  things,  but  thou 
observest  not;  thine  cars  are  open,  but  thou  hcarest  not. 
The  Lord  was  pleased,  for  his  righteousness'  sake,  Ui  magnify 
the  teaching,  and  make  it  honourable.  And  yet  it  is  still 
a  people  robbed  and  spoiled ;  they  are  all  of  them  snared  in 
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holes,  and  they  are  hid  in  primn  housps :  they  are  for  a  prey, 
and  none  delivereth  j  for  a  spoil,  and  none  saith,  Restore. 
Who  is  there  among  you  that  will  give  ear  to  this  ?  who  Mill 
hearken  and  hear  for  the  time  to  come  ?  Wlio  gave  up 
Jacob  for  a  apoil,  and  Israel  unto  robbers,  and  poured  upon 
him  his  anger,  and  the  Rtrength  of  hattle  ;  and  it  st't  him  on 
fire  round  about,  yet  he  heeded  it  not  j  and  it  burned  him,  yet 
he  laid  it  not  to  heart  ? 

He  turns  again  to  consolatory  prediction  and  tender  pleading. 

But  now  thus  saith  the  Lord  that  created  thee,  O  Jaeob, 
and  he  that  formed  thcc,  O  Israel:  Fear  not,  for  1  redeem 
thee;  I  call  thee  by  thy  name,  tliou  art  mine.  When  thou 
pasaest  through  the  waters,  I  will  lie  with  thee ;  and  through 
the  rivers,  they  shall  not  overflow  thee :  when  thou  walkeat 
through  tiie  tire,  thou  shalt  not  be  burned ;  neitlicr  shall  the 
flame  kindle  upon  thee.  For  1  aui  the  Lord  thy  God,  the 
Holy  One  of  Israel,  thy  saviour.  Fear  not ;  for  I  am  with 
thee :  I  will  bring  thy  seed  from  the  east,  and  gather  thee 
from  the  west  j  1  will  say  to  the  north.  Give  up ;  and  to  the 
south,  Keep  not  back;  bring  my  sons  from  far,  and  my 
daughters  from  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  every  one  that  is 
called  by  my  name,  and  whom  I  have  created  for  my  glorj-; 
I  have  formed  him ;  yea,  I  htive  made  him. 

Bring  forth  the  blind  people  that  have  eyes,  and  the  deaf 
that  have  ears.  Let  all  the  nations  be  gathered  together, 
and  let  the  peoples  be  asacmblcd :  who  among  them  can 
declare  this  ?  Let  them  tell  unto  ua  former  things  :  let  them 
brhig  their  witnesses,  that  they  may  I>e  justified :  that  we 
may  hear,  and  say,  It  is  truth.  Ye  are  my  witnesses,  saith 
the  Ixji'd,  ami  my  servant  whom  I  have  chosen  :  that  ye  may 
know  and  believe  me,  and  understand  that  1  am  he ;  before 
me  there  was  no  God  formed,  neither  shall  there  be  after  me. 
I,  even  I,  am  the  Lord  ;  and  beside  me  there  is  no  saviour. 
I  have  declared,  and  I  have  saved,  and  I  have  shewed,  and. 
there  was  no  strange  god  among  you :  therefore  ye  are  my 
witnesses,  saith  the  Lord,  and  I  am  God.  Yea,  even  from 
this  day  forth  I  am  he;  and  there  ia  none  who  can  deliver 
out  of  my  baud.     When  I  work,  who  shall  let  it? 

After  two  rather  difficult  passagea,  which  I  omit,  there  follows 
a  aohle  prediction.  One  most  notable  verse  epake  of  the  protelytea 
whom  Israel  shall  win. 


'YE    ARE    MY   WITNESSES* 


487 


Hear,  O  Jacob  my  aervaiit ;  and  Israel^  whom  I  have 
chosen :  thus  saith  the  Lord  that  made  thee,  and  will  help 
thee :  Fear  not,  O  Jacob  my  servant ;  and  tKoii,  Jeshurnn, 
whom  I  have  chosen.  For  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that 
is  thirsty,  and  streams  upon  the  dry  ground  :  1  \vHl  pour  my 
spirit  upon  thy  seed,  nnd  my  blessnig  upon  thine  offspring: 
and  they  shall  spring  up  aa  grass  amidst  the  waters,  as 
willows  by  the  watercourses.  This  one  shall  say,  I  am  the 
Lord's  ;  and  that  one  shall  call  himself  by  the  name  of  Jacob; 
and  that  one  shall  write  on  his  hand.  Unto  the  Lord,  and 
be  surnamed  by  the  God  of  Israel. 

Thus  saith  tlie  Lord,  the  King  of  Israel,  and  his  redeemer, 
the  Lord  of  hosts:  I  am  the  first,  and  1  am  the  lastj  and 
beside  me  there  is  no  God.  Fear  ye  not,  neither  be  afraid; 
ye  are  my  witnesses.  Is  there  a  God  beside  me  ?  Yea, 
there  is  no  Uock ;  I  know  not  any.  Remember  these 
things,  O  Jacob:  and  Israel,  for  thou  art  my  servant. 
I  have  blotted  out  as  a  mist  thy  trarisgrcssionB,  and  as  a 
cloud  thjr  sina :  return  unto  me;  for  I  have  redeemed  thee. 
Sing,  O  ye  heavens ;  for  the  Lord  hath  done  it :  shout,  ye 
lower  parts  of  the  earth  :  breait  forth  into  singing,  ye  moun- 
tains, O  forest,  and  every  tree  therein ;  for  the  Lord  hath 
redeemed  Jacob,  and  glorifieth  lunisclf  in  Israel. 

§  5,  In  the  middle  of  the  preceding  passage  there  ia  a  long  and 
sitrcaBtic  description  of  the  manufactura  of  an  idol,  which  eoitie 
Bcholars  think  has  been  inserted  by  a  later  writer. 

They  that  make  a  graven  image  are  all  of  them  vanity ; 
and  their  delectable  things  can  not  proht :  and  their  own 
witnesses  sec  not,  nor  know;  that  they  may  he  tisbamed. 
Who  hath  formed  a  god,  or  molten  a  gra\'eii  itnage  that  is 
prohtable  for  nothing?  Behold,  all  that  join  themselves 
thereto  shall  be  ashamed ;  and  the  workmen,  they  are  of 
men :  let  them  all  be  gathered  together,  let  them  stimd  up ; 
they  shall  fear,  they  shall  be  ashamed  together.  The  smith 
sharpeneth  an  axe,  and  worketh  in  the  coals,  and  Fashioneth 
it  with  hammers,  and  worketh  it  with  the  strength  of  his 
arms;  yea,  he  is  hungry,  and  his  strength  failetb ;  he 
drinltcth  no  water,  and  is  faint.  The  carpenter  strctcheth 
out  his  rule ;  he  markcth  it  out  with  a  tool ;  he  shapcth  it 
with  planes,  and  he  niarketh  it  out  with  compasses,  and 
maketh  it  after  the  figure  of  a  mau,  according  to  the  beauty 
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uf  a  man,  to  stay  in  the  house,  ile  heweth  him  donii 
redars,  uiid  taketh  tbt;  huhn  tree  and  the  oak,  and  reareth 
for  liiniflflf  one  among  the  trees  c»f  the  forest :  he  plunteth 
a  fir  tree,  and  the  rain  doth  nourinh  it.  And  it  aerveth  for 
a  man  to  hurn ;  he  taketh  tliereof,  and  wurnieth  hiniseif ; 
yea,  he  kiiidlcth  it,  and  baketh  bread  t  yen,  he  raaketh  a  god, 
and  vvorshippctb  it;  lie  luukcth  it  a  graven  imajo^e,  and  falleth 
down  tlierrtx).  He  hunieth  part  thereof  in  the  (ire;  witli 
part  tliereof  he  eateth  flesh ;  he  roasteth  roast,  and  U 
satiafiod :  yea,  he  warmeth  himself,  and  aaith,  Aha,  I  am 
want],  I  feel  the  fire:  and  the  residne  thereof  he  maketh 
a  god,  even  his  graven  image :  he  f»lleth  down  unto  it  and 
worahippeth  and  prayeth  unto  it,  and  suith,  Deliver  me ;  for 
thou  art  my  god. 

They  know  not,  neither  do  they  consider:  for  their  eyes 
are  daubed,  that  they  cannot  see;  and  their  hearts,  that 
they  cannot  understand.  Aiid  none  considercth  in  his  heart, 
neither  is  iheix^  knowledge  nor  understanding  to  say,  1  havu 
burned  part  of  it  in  the  lire ;  yea,  also  I  have  baUed  bread 
upon  the  coals  then-of;  I  have  roasted  flesh  nnd  eaten  it: 
and  shall  I  make  the  residue  therei>f  an  aliomination  ?  shall 
I  full  down  to  the  stoek  of  a  tree?  He  feedcth  on  ashes: 
a  deceived  heart  hath  turned  him  aside,  that  he  catniot  deliver 
his  soul,  nor  aay,  la  there  not  a  lie  in  my  right  hand  ? 

§  6.  We  now  come  to  a  direct  mention  of  Cyrus  as  the  minister 
of  Ood'a  will. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord,  thy  redeemer:  I  am  the  Lord,  that 
maketh  all  things;  that  stretched  forth  the  heavens  alone; 
that  spread  ahroail  the  earth ;  who  was  with  me  ?  that 
fruatrateth  the  tokens  of  the  liars,  and  maketh  diviners  mad  j 
that  lurnetli  wise  men  backward,  and  nuiketh  their  know- 
ledge foolish :  that  confirmeth  the  word  of  his  Ben'ants, 
and  performeth  the  counsel  of  his  messengers :  that  saith 
of  Jerusalem,  Let  it  be  inhabited;  and  of  the  cities  of 
Judith,  Let  them  be  built :  that  saith  to  the  deep.  Be  dry, 
and  1  will  dry  up  thy  rivers:  that  saith  of  Cyrus,  He  is  my 
shepherd,  and  all  my  pleasure  shall  be  perform. 

Thus  aaitti  the  Lord  to  his  anointed,  to  Cyrus,  whose  right 
hand  I  have  iiolden,  to  subdue  nations  before  him,  and  to 
loose  the  loins  of  kings ;  to  open  the  doors  before  him,  and 
the  gates  shall  not  be  shut;  I  will  go  before  thee,  and  make 
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the  hilly  places  plahi :  I  will  break  in  piei^ee  the  doors  of 
brass,  and  cut  in  sunder  the  bars  of  iron :  and  I  ivill  give 
thee  the  tre;isures  of  darkness,  and  hidden  riches  of  secret 
places,  that  thou  mayest  know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  who 
call  thee  by  thy  name,  even  the  God  of  Israel.  For  Jacob 
my  servant's  sake,  and  Israel  mine  elect,  I  have  called  thee 
by  thy  name :  I  have  sunuuncd  thee,  though  thou  hast  not 
kuovvn  me.  1  am  the  Lord,  and  there  is  none  else ;  there  is 
no  God  beskle  uie :  I  girded  thee,  though  thou  hast  not 
known  me :  that  they  may  know  from  the  rising  of  the  aun, 
and  from  the  west,  that  there  is  none  beside  me:  1  am  the 
Lord,  and  there  is  none  else.  I  form  the  light,  and  create 
darkness;  I  make  peace,  and  create  evil;  I,  the  Lord,  do  all 
these  things. 

Drop  dol\^l,  ye  heavens,  from  above,  and  let  the  skies 
pour  down  righteousness:  let  the  earth  open,  that  it  may 
bring  forth  salvation,  and  cause  righteousness  to  spring  up 
together  ^  I  the  Lord  have  created  it. 

It  would  eeem  thnt  some  of  the  exiles  protested  agEiinet  a  Persian 
deliverer.  Th^y  hopect  that  one  of  theiuselves  would  have  reFcued 
them  from  captivity.  The  prophet  rebulieB  their  temerity  to  dare 
to  question  the  purposas  of  Go<l. 

Woe  unto  hiui  that  strivelli  with  his  Maker!  a  potaherd 
among  the  potsherds  of  the  earth !  Shall  the  clay  say  to 
him  that  fashtoneth  it.  What  makest  thou  t  or  his  work. 
Thou  hast  no  hands  ?  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel,  and  his  Maker:  Concerning  the  tilings  that  are  to 
come,  will  ye  question  nie  ?  and  concerning  the  work  of  my 
hands,  will  ye  couimund  me?  1  have  made  the  earth,  and 
created  man  upon  it :  I,  even  my  hands,  have  stretched  out 
the  heavens,  and  all  their  host  have  I  commanded.  1  have 
raised  him  up  in  righteousness,  and  I  will  make  straight  all 
his  ways:  he  shall  build  my  city,  and  he  shall  let  go  my 
exiles,  not  for  price  nor  reward,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

Tims  saith  the  Lord,  The  lab*)ur  of  Egypt,  and  the 
merchandise  of  Ethiopia,  and  the  Sabeans^  men  of  stature, 
shall  belong  to  him  and  follow  him ;  in  chains  they  shall 
pass  by,  and  they  shall  fall  down  unto  thee,  and  shall  make 
supplication  unto  thee,  snyuig.  Surely  God  is  in  thee ;  and 
there  is  none  else,  there  ia  no  God  beside.  Verily  thou  art 
a  God  that  hidest  thyself,  O  God  uf  Israel,  the  Saviour. 
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They  shnll  be  ashamed  and  confourdetl,  all  of  them :  they 
shall  go  to  cuiifusion  together  tliat  are  niakoi-s  of  idols.  But 
Iiirucl  sliall  Ijc  saved  throujirh  the  Lord  with  an  uverlaating 
Ralvation :  ye  shall  not  he  iLshumed  nor  confounded  world 
without  end. 

For  thus  saith  the  Lord  that  created  the  heavens ;  he  is 
God ;  that  formed  the  earth  and  made  it ;  he  established  it, 
he  created  it  not  in  vutn,  lie  funned  It  to  he  iiihubiled :  1  am 
the  Lord ;  and  there  is  none  elae.  I  have  not  spoken  in 
Hecret,  in  a  dark  phice  of  the  land  ;  I  said  not  unto  the  8ee<l 
of  Jacoh,  Seek  ye  me  in  vain :  1  the  Lord  speak  righteous- 
ness. I  declare  thin^  that  are  right.  Assemble  yourselves 
and  come ;  draw  near  together,  ye  that  are  escaped  of  the 
nations :  they  have  no  knowledge  that  bear  the  wtHtd  of  their 
graven  Hna|^e,  and  pray  unto  a  god  that  cannot  save. 

Announce  ye,  and  brinn;  it  forth  ;  yea,  let  them  take  counsel 
together:  who  hath  declared  this  from  ancient  time?  who 
hath  told  it  of  old  ?  have  nut  I  the  Lord  ?  and  there  is  no 
God  else  beside  me;  a  just  God  and  a  saviour;  there  is 
none  beside  me.  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth  :  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  else.  By 
myself  have  I  sworn,  a  true  word  is  gone  forth  from  my 
nH)Uth,  a  word  that  shall  not  be  revoked,  that  unto  me  every 
knee  shall  bow,  every  tongue  shall  swear. 

§  7.  After  a  few  Fomewliat  lesa  autcrenting  passages,  which  I  here 
omit,  we  come  to  tho  second  of  the  great  atrvaiU  episodes.  The 
Servant  Uimst^lf  is  the  speaker. 

Listen,  O  isles,  unto  me;  and  hearken,  ye  peoples,  from 
far:  the  Lord  hath  called  me  from  my  birth;  and  he  made 
my  mouth  like  a  sharp  sword,  in  the  shadow  of  his  hand  he 
hid  me ;  and  Ike  made  me  a  polished  shaft,  in  his  quiver 
he  eo[]cealcd  me :  and  he  said  unto  me,  Thou  art  my 
servant,  in  whom  I  will  he  glorified.  But  I  said,  1  have 
lal>oured  in  vain,  1  have  spent  my  strength  for  nought  and  in 
vain :  yet  surely  my  judgement  is  with  the  I^ord,  and  my 
reconipence  with  my  God. 

And  now  gaitb  the  Ix>rd  that  formed  me  to  be  hia  servant, 
to  bring  Jacob  again  to  him,  and  that  Israel  be  gathered 
unto  him  :  (for  1  am  honourable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and 
my  God  is  become  my  strength:)  yea,  he  saith,  It  is  too  light 
a  thing  that  thou  shouldest  be  my  servant  to  raise  up  the 


^A    LIGHT   TO    THE    NATIONS  491 

tribes  of  Jacob,  and  to  rcatorp  the  preserved  of  Israel :  I  will 
«l80  give  thee  for  a  li_a;ht  to  the  imtions,  thiit  my  snlviitioii 
may  be  iitit/i  the  end  of  the  eiirth. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  redeemer  of  Israel,  and  hia 
Holy  One,  to  him  whom  mim  despisetJi,  to  him  whom  the 
nations  abhor,  to  a  serviint  of  rulcra ;  Kings  sIimU  see  iind 
arise;  princes,  and  they  shall  bow  down;  beamse  of  the 
Lord  that  is  faithful,  even  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  who  liath 
chosen  thee. 

Thus  suith  the  Lord,  In  an  acceptable  time  I  answer 
thee,  and  in  a  day  of  salvation  I  help  thee:  and  I  pre^ 
serve  thee,  aiid  appoint  thee  for  a  covenant  people,  to 
raise  up  the  land,  to  assi^  the  desolate  heritages ;  that  thou 
mayest  say  to  the  prisoners,  Go  forth ;  to  them  that  are  in 
darkness.  Shew  yourselves.  They  shall  feed  in  the  ways, 
and  their  pastures  shall  be  on  all  high  places.  They  shall 
not  hunger  nor  thirst;  neither  shall  the  scorcliing  wind  nor 
sun  emite  them :  for  he  that  hath  mercy  on  them  shall  lead 
them,  even  by  the  spring's  of  water  shall  he  guide  them. 
And  I  will  make  all  my  niountiiins  a  way,  and  my  hia^li 
ways  shall  he  exalted.     Sing,  O  heaiens ;    and  be  joyful, 

0  earth;  and  break  forth  into  singing,  O  mountains:  for 
the  Lord  comforteth  his  people,  and  hath  compassion  upon 
his  afflicted. 

§  8.  Aft^r  Bonie  pas.wg'es  which  I  omit,  we  come  to  the  third 
great  servant  tpieode,  which  is  ouca  iiioro  a  soliloquy. 

The  Lord  God  hath  given  me  the  tongue  of  disciples,  that 

1  may  know  how  to  succour  with  words  him  that  is  weary: 
he  wakeneth  morning  by  morning,  he  wakeneth  m'luQ  car 
that  I  may  hearken  as  disciples.  The  Lord  God  hath 
opened  mine  ear,  and  I  have  not  been  rebellious,  neither 
turned  away  hack.  I  gave  my  back  to  the  sniiters,  and  my 
cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off  the  hair :  I  hid  not  my  face 
from  shame  and  spitting.  For  the  Lord  God  will  help  me; 
therefore  have  I  not  been  confounded :  therefore  have  I  set 
my  face  like  a  flint,  and  I  know  that  I  shall  not  be  ashamed. 
He  is  near  tliat  justifieth  me;  who  will  contend  with  me? 
let  ua  stand  up  together :  who  is  mine  adversary  ?  let  him 
come  near  to  me.  Behold,  the  I^ord  God  will  help  me;  who 
is  he  that  shall  condemn  mc?  behold,  they  all  shall  wax  old 
as  a  g'ariuent  J  the  uiotli  shall  eat  them  up. 
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UpoD  tliifl  there  folltw,  vritliotit  very  clear  or  close  caimexinn, 
pi-aiid  words  of  coaaolatiou  aiid  comfort  to  the  nation  in  exile. 
Occasionally  iiatiunal  batred  briugs  tli«  teacliiug  down  to  a  lower 
levfl. 

Hearken  t«  me,  ye  that  follow  after  rishtnmsuess,  ye  tliat 
aeek  the  liunl:  look  unto  the  rock  whence  ye  were  hewn, 
and  to  the  hole  of  the  pit  whence  ye  were  digged.  Look 
unto  Abraham  your  father,  and  unto  Sarah  that  bare  you : 
for  1  culled  hlui  nluric,  and  I  blessed  him.  and  increased  him. 
For  the  liord  Imth  comforted  Ziori :  he  hath  comforted  all 
her  waste  places,  and  hath  made  her  wildcrnesa  like  E<len, 
and  her  desert  like  the  garden  of  t!ie  Lord ;  joy  and  gladness 
shall  be  found  therein,  thanks^ving,  and  the  voice  of 
melody. 

Attend  unto  me,  O  my  people ;  and  give  ear  m]to  me, 
O  my  nation :  for  teaching  shall  go  forth  from  mc,  and 
my  religion  for  a  light  of  the  pe<iples.  My  righteousness  is 
near,  my  salvation  is  gone  forth  j  mine  arms  shall  judge  the 
peoples ;  the  isles  shall  wait  for  me.  Lift  up  your  eyes  to 
the  heavens,  and  look  upon  the  earth  beuesith  :  for  the 
heavens  shall  vanish  away  like  smoke,  and  the  earth  shall 
wax  old  like  a  g:irment,  and  they  that  dwell  therein  shall  die 
like  gnats :  but  my  salvation  shall  be  for  ever,  and  my 
righteousness  shall  not  be  abolished. 

Hcarkea  unto  mc,  ye  that  know  righteousness,  the  people 
in  whose  heart  Is  my  teaching  ;  fear  ye  not  the  reproach  of 
men,  neither  be  ye  afraid  at  their  revilings.  For  the  moth 
shall  eat  them  up  like  ii  giimient,  and  the  worm  shall  eat 
them  like  wool :  but  my  righteousness  shall  be  for  ever,  and 
niy  salvation  uiitu  all  generations. 

I,  even  I,  am  he  that  comfortcth  you :  who  art  thou,  that 
thou  art  afniid  of  man  that  shall  die,  and  of  the  son  of  man 
who  shall  be  made  as  grass ;  and  forgcttest  the  Lord  thy 
Maker,  that  stretched  forth  the  heavens,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  the  earth ;  and  feareat  contiuually  all  the  day 
because  of  the  fury  of  the  oppressor  ? 

Awake,  awake,  stand  up,  O  Jerusalem,  who  hast  drunk  at 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  the  cup  of  his  fury ;  thou  hast  drunken 
the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  bewildemient,  and  wrung  them  out. 
There  was  none  to  guide  her  among  all  the  sons  whom  she 
brought  forth ;  neither  was  there  any  that  took  her  by  the 
hand  of  idl  the  sons  that  she  hath  brought  up.     These  two 
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t}iin[;;8  befell  thee;  who  cm  bemoan  thee?  desolation  and 
destruction,  fnmine  and  the  sword;  who  can  comfort  thee? 
Thy  sons  lay  fainting  at  the  cornera  of  all  the  streets,  as  an 
antelope  in  a  net ;  they  were  full  of  the  rebuke  of  thy  God. 

Therefore  hear  now  this,  thou  Jtfflieted,  and  drunken,  hut 
not  with  wine  :  tims  saith  thy  LonI  the  Lord,  and  tliy  CJoil  that 
pleadeth  the  cause  of  his  jieople,  Behold,  I  have  taken  out  of 
thine  hand  the  cup  of  l>ewildennent,  even  the  dregs  of  the 
cup  of  my  fury;  thou  shalt  no  more  drink  it  again:  and 
I  will  put  it  into  the  hand  of  them  that  alllict  thee ;  M^ho 
have  said  to  thy  soul.  Bow  down,  that  wc  may  go  over:  and 
thou  bast  laid  thy  body  as  the  ground^  and  as  the  street,  to 
them  that  go  over. 

AwakCj  awake,  put  on  thy  strength,  O  Zioo ;  put  on  thy 
beautiful  garments,  O  Jcrusalein,  the  holy  city.  Shake 
thyself  from  the  dust ;  arise,  and  sit  down,  O  Jerusalem : 
loose  thyself  from  the  i>anda  of  thy  neck,  O  captive  daughter 
of  Zion. 

How  beautiftil  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that 
bringeth  good  tidings,  tliat  publisheth  peace,  that  bririgcth 
good  tidings  of  good,  that  publisheth  salvaticm ;  that  saith 
unto  Zion,  Thy  God  reigncth  !  The  voice  of  thy  watchmen  ! 
they  lift  up  tlie  voice,  together  do  they  sing;  for  they  see, 
eye  to  eye,  when  the  I^ord  veturneth  to  Zion.  Break  forth 
into  joy,  sing  together,  ye  waste  phices  of  Jerusalem:  for 
the  Lord  hath  comforted  his  people,  he  bath  redcenK'd 
Jerusalem.  The  Lord  liatli  made  bare  his  holy  arm  in  the 
eyes  of  all  the  tnitions ;  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall 
see  the  salvation  of  our  God,  Depart  ye,  depart  ye,  go  ye 
out  from  thence,  touch  no  unclean  thing;  go  ye  out  of  the 
midst  of  her;  E>c  ye  clean,  ye  that  bear  the  vessels  of  the 
Lord.  For  ye  shall  iiot  go  imt  in  haste,  neither  shall  ye 
depart  by  flight:  for  tltc  Lortl  will  go  before  you;  and  the 
God  of  Israel  will  be  your  rearward. 


§  L(.  We  now  come  to  the  fourth,  last,  most  famoua  and  mo&t 
difficult,  of  the  gurvanl  pupsages.  It  is  iutiocluoed  quHc  siiddcidy, 
and  lias  no  viBiMe  cornexinn  with  what  precedes  and  with  what 
foilowH  it.  The  five  paragraphs  of  the  English  cornispoiid  with 
five  strophes  into  which  the  Hehrew  is  divisible.  The  text  of  the 
last  strophe  16  in  all  probiibilily  very  corrupt,  oad  the  meantng  is 
eouj-eq^uently  extremely  doubtful  and  uncertain. 
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Bubuld,  my  survnnt  shall  prosper,  he  shall  be  exalted  and 
extolled,  and  shall  be  very  high.  Like  ua  many  were  appidled 
At  hnn,  (hiH  visage  was  »n  marred  metre  than  any  man,  and 
his  farm  more  thim  the  sons  of  men,)  so  shall  he  startle  many 
nations ;  kings  shall  shut  their  mouths  at  him  :  fur  that  which 
had  not  beet]  told  them  shall  they  see ;  and  that  which  they 
had  not  heard  shall  they  pereeive. 

Who  can  believe  our  revelation?  and  to  whom  hath  the 
arm  of  the  Lord  been  revealed  ?  For  he  grew  up  before  ua 
as  a  tender  plant,  and  as  a  root  ont  of  a  dry  gmund  :  he  had 
no  form  nor  comeliness  that  we  should  regard  him,  no  beauty 
that  we  should  desire  him.  He  was  despised,  and  forsaken 
of  men  ;  a  man  of  pains,  and  acquainted  with  sickness  :  und 
as  one  from  whom  men  hide  their  face,  he  was  despised,  and 
we  esteemed  him  not. 

Yet  surely  it  was  he  who  bare  our  sickness,  and  carried 
our  pains:  yet  we  did  esteem  him  stricken,  smitten  of  God, 
and  afllicted.  But  he  was  woundctl  for  our  transgre&.sions, 
be  was  crushed  for  our  iniquities:  the  chastisement  of  our 
peace  was  u[M>n  bim ;  and  tlin)iigh  bis  stripes  we  have  been 
healed.  vVll  we  like  sheep  had  gone  astray ;  we  turned  ei'ery 
one  to  his  own  way ;  and  the  Lord  made  light  on  hlni  the 
guilt  of  us  all. 

He  was  oppiTsscd,  but  be  humbled  himself  and  opened  not 
his  mouth ;  as  a  lamb  that  is  led  t-o  the  slaughter,  and  as 
a  sheep  that  before  her  shearers  is  dumli  j  yea,  he  opened  not 
bis  mouth.  By  oppression  aixd  judgenient  he  was  taken 
away ;  and  as  for  bis  fate,  who  considered  it, — that  be  had 
been  cut  off  out  of  tlie  laiid  of  the  living,  that  for  the  trans- 
greasion  of  my  people  be  bad  been  stricken  nnto  death.  And 
they  made  liis  grave  with  the  mcked,  and  with  the  defrauders 
his  mound ;  although  he  had  done  no  violencCj  neither  was 
any  deceit  in  his  mouth. 

Yet  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  crush  bim.  For  if  be  made  his 
8oul  an  uiTering  for  guilt,  be  should  see  his  seed,  he  should 
prolotig  his  days,  and  the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  should  prosper 
in  his  hand.  He  slmiild  tee  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and 
should  be  satisfied :  by  his  knowledge  should  my  servant 
make  many  righteous ;  for  he  would  bear  the  burden  of  their 
iniquities.  Therefore  will  1  divide  him  a  portion  with  the 
great,  und  he  aball  divide  the  spoil  with  the  strong ;  because 
he  poured  out  his  soul  unto  death,  and  let  himself  be  num- 
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bcred  with  the  transgrcBsors  •  whereiLS  it  was  he  who  had 
borne  the  siu  of  miiuy,  and  for  the  rebellious  liad  itiitde  inter- 
cession. 

§  TO.  Then,  without  any  reference  or  allusion  to  this  romarkaWe 
chapter — perhaps  the  most  remarkahle,  and  certamly  the  most 
famous,  in  all  the  prophetical  writings — we  get  oue  more  ode  of 
coikSoliitioD  to  Judah  and  Jerusalem.  Judah  In  represented  tm  the 
wife  of  God,  rejected  ami  east  ofl"  for  a  hrief  space,  but  now  called 
back  by  her  husband  to  her  home  for  evermofe. 


Sing,  O  biirren,  thoii  that  didst  not  bear;  break  forth  into 
sin^n^,  and  cry  aloud  :  for  more  are  the  childi*en  of  the 
desolate  thun  the  children  of  the  married  wife,  sjiith  the  Lord. 
Enlarge  the  place  of  thy  tent,  and  let  them  stretch  forth  the 
curtiiiiiB  of  thine  hahitationa;  spare  not :  lengthen  thy  cords, 
and  strengthen  thy  sfcikes.  For  thon  shalt  break  forth  on  the 
right  hand  :ind  on  the  left;  and  thy  seed  shall  inherit  the 
nations,  and  make  the  desolate  cities  to  be  iidiabited.  Fear 
not ;  for  thou  ahalt  not  be  aalianied  :  neither  be  thou  cou- 
foimdcd ;  for  thou  shall  not  be  put  to  shame:  for  thou  shalt 
forget  the  shame  of  thy  youth,  and  shalt  not  remember  the 
reproach  of  thy  widowhood  any  more.  For  thy  Maker  is 
thine  husband ;  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  his  name :  and  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel  is  thy  redeemer;  the  Uod  of  the  whole  earth 
shall  he  be  called. 

For  the  Lord  hath  called  thee  as  a  wife  forsaken  and 
grieved  in  spirit,  even  a  wife  of  youth — can  she  be  rejected? 
saith  thy  God.  Fur  a  small  moment  I  forsook  thee;  but 
with  great  mercies  will  I  gather  thee.  la  overflowing  wrath 
I  hid  my  face  from  thee  for  a  moment ;  but  with  everlasting 
kindness  will  1  have  mercy  on  thee,  saith  the  Lord  thy 
redeemer.  As  the  days  of  Noah  is  tliia  time  unto  me:  as 
I  swore  that  the  waters  of  Noah  should  no  more  gti  over  the 
earth;  so  have  I  sworn  that  I  will  not  be  wroth  with  thee, 
nor  rebuke  thee.  For  the  mountains  may  depart,  and  the 
hills  may  be  removed ;  but  niy  kindness  shall  not  depart 
from  thee,  neither  shall  my  covenant  of  peace  be  removed, 
saith  the  Lord  that  hath  mercy  on  thee. 

O  thou  afflicted,  tossed  with  tempest,  and  not  comforted, 
behold,  I  will  set  thy  stones  in  fair  colours,  and  lay  thy  foun- 
dations with  sapphires.     And  I  will  make  thy  battlements  of 
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rubies,  and  thy  gates  of  carbmnclcR,  and  uU  thy  b<jrder  of 
plciisunt  stones.  And  all  thy  builders  shfiil  be  disciples  of  the 
Lord ;  and  great  shall  be  the  peace  of  thy  children.  lu 
righteouBneita  shidt  timu  be  cstiLblished :  thou  shalt  be  fur 
from  oppression,  for  thou  ahalt  not  fear;  and  from  terror,  for 
it  shalt  not  cotiie  near  thee.  Behold,  it  was  1  n-ho  cre-ate*!  the 
smith  that  bloweth  iip)n  the  fire  of  coals,  and  bringeth  fortli 
u  weapon  aceordinjf  to  his  craft ;  and  it  was  I  who  created 
the  waster  to  destroy.  No  weapon  that  is  formed  against 
thee  shall  prosper;  and  every  ton ^e  that  shall  rise  ag^nat 
thee  in  judgement  tlkou  shalt  condemn.  This  is  the  heiita^e 
of  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  and  their  justification  which  is  of 
me.  saith  the  Lord. 


With  the  following  fflad  suTnnioiia  and  predictioa  the  writinga  of 
the  Second  Isiiinh.  bo  far  as  they  have  been  preBtirvvd  to  us,  are 
pruhitbly  brougJit  to  a  dose. 

Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he 
that  hath  no  money ;  come  ye,  buy,  and  eat ;  yea,  come,  buy 
wine  and  milk  without  money  and  without  price.  Wherefore 
do  ye  spend  money  for  that  winch  is  not  bread?  and  your 
lahmir  for  that  which  satisfieth  not?  hearken  diligently  unto 
me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good,  and  let  your  soul  delight 
itself  in  fatness.  Incline  your  ear,  and  come  unto  me;  hear, 
and  your  soul  shall  live:  and  I  will  make  an  everlasting- 
covenant  with  you,  even  the  sure  mercies  of  David.  Behold, 
for  a  witness  to  the  peoples  I  appointed  him,  a  niler  and 
commander  of  the  nations.  Behold,  thou  shalt  call  a  people 
that  thou  knowest  not,  and  a  people  that  know  not  thee  shall 
run  unto  tlice,  because  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  for  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel;  for  he  hath  glorified  thee. 

Seek  ye  the  Lord  wliile  lie  may  be  found,  call  ye  upon  him 
while  lie  is  near :  let  the  wicked  forsake  Ids  way,  and  the 
unrighteous  man  his  thoughts :  and  let  him  return  unto  the 
Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him ;  and  to  our  (Jod,  for 
he  will  abundantly  paitlon.  For  my  thoughts  are  not  your 
thoughts,  neither  ai-e  your  ways  my  ways,  aaith  the  Lord. 
For  as  tlie  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earthy  so  are  my  ways 
hig-her  than  your  ways,  and  my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts. 
For  as  the  rain  cometh  down  and  the  snow  from  heaven,  aud 
returneth  not  thither,  but  watcreth  the  earth,  and  makcth  it 
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bring  forth  anil  bud,  that  it  may  give  seed  to  the  sower  and 
hrcad  to  the  piiter ;  so  shaS]  my  word  he  that  gortb  forth  cmt 
of  my  mouth :  it  shall  not  return  tnito  ine  void,  but  it  shall 
accomplish  that  which  I  please,  and  it  shall  prosper  in  the 
thing  whereto  I  sent  it.  For  ye  shall  go  out  with  joy.,  and  be 
led  forth  ivith  peace :  the  mountiuiis  and  the  hills  shall  bifak 
Forth  before  you  into  singing,  and  all  the  trees  of  t\w  field 
ghuil  clap  their  hands.  Instead  of  the  tliorn  shall  come  up 
the  hr  tree,  and  instead  of  the  brier  shall  come  up  the  myrtle 
tree :  and  it  shall  be  to  the  Lord  for  a  memorial,  for  an  ever- 
Listing  sign  that  shall  not  be  cut  off. 

§  I  r.  The  pagengea  in  the  Second  Isaiah  about  the  fervant  of  the 
Lord  have  given  rise  to  eudless  diBCussioii,  Tfipy  have  hoen  of  very 
great  inipoi+Rnce  in  the  history  of  European  religion,  as  yon  will 
later  ou  leaiu  for  yonrselvca.  But  scliolur:)  are  still  almost  an  far 
aa  ever  from  an  agrcoment  as  to  their  eicact  metining  and  as  to 
their  relation  to  the  other  parts  of  the  prophet's  wort.  Somo 
think  that  these  servant  passages  were  written  by  the  ainK*  man 
who  wrote  all  the  other  paasagea  which  Burround  them  (that  is,  by 
the  Second  Itfaiah),  and  at  the  Fame  tiuiu.  Sntne  thiuk  that  the 
snmt^  man  wrote  thfin,  but  hefoie  he  wrote  their  surronndingg, 
and  that  lie,  ne  it  wi-re,  used  his  own  fomier  work  and  inserted 
the  servant  pasaages  where  they  now  are.  Others  thiuk  that  they 
were  writt^tn  bwfore  hia  time,  but  uaed  and  iuaerted  by  him.  Olbftrs, 
again,  tliiuk  they  were  written  after  his  time,  iiud  iuseiled  into 
tlieii-  present  places  by  a  fatcr  editor.  Some  think  he  (the  Socund 
I&aiali)  wrote  the  first  three  patsagee,  but  not  the  fourth  and  last 
Theu  we  get  the  fiame  curious  diversity  of  opinion  aa  to  the  servant 
himself.  Sonic  think  the  servant  is  the  people  of  Isratl.  Others 
think  he  is  the  ideal  pt-ople,  tte  people  n6  it  should  be,  but  is  not. 
Others  thiuk  he  rej>reBents  the  bett  and  chosen  spirits  among  the 
people  in  every  age.  All  these,  tbereforej  think  that  the  servaut, 
in  one  sense  or  imolber,  is  a  personiftcatlou  ;  a  single  figuro  standing 
for  many.  But  others  think  he  is  what  he  is  repr^'&ented  to  be, 
iiamely,  an  individual,  and  of  the&e  sonie  think  be  was  an  historical 
peraon  known  to  the  writer  aud  already  deail,  otb«;rs  think  tliat  the 
ptt3sa^^f3  about  him  are  a  prodictiun  of  an  iodivMunl  who  was  to 
Couie  but  had  not  yet  been  born,  while  a  third  acctioji  think  that 
they  give  an  idealized  picture  of  any  faithful  Israelite.  Many 
schohirs,  moreover,  believe  that  in  any  ease  the  lite  of  Jeremiah 
was  often  before  the  poet's  mind  when  ha  eompjired  these 
jMisfcages. 

It  is  very  hard  to  decide  between  all  those  conflicting  theories. 
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The  truth  is  that  tliere  tire  so  many  just  because  7U»u  (]uife  fnlly 
aud  fairly  fits  the  facts.  Fur  my^'lf  1  iuclinv  to  believe  that  the 
w.TVimt  is  a  jJiTSonifiuiitioii  of  the  idt-al  I&rael,  but  I  aliould  not 
like  to  PxpiTw  any  opiniou  as  to  whether  the  a^vatit  pasties 
thi-mnelvKB  were  written  by  the  Secoml  Isaiah,  or  btfore  Jiis  time  or 
ufter  it.  TLe  whule  question  (Ivinaiidtf  tnuvh  more  spact:  tbau  I  cfLo 
give  to  it  ht-rc,  mid  bristles  wJtli  difficulties. 

In  the  fourth  afrnanf  papwige,  the  'we'  who  speak  are  either  the 
people  of  Itirael  iia  a  whole  or  tlie  Geutile  aud  heathen  world,  or 
both  iu  one.  Tbe  coucepttoD  uf  Israel's  ofHce  aud  work  in.  the 
KTv<mt  piissnpcs  is  blghef  aud  purer  than  the  conception  of  thum 
elsewhere,  and  the  connexion  between  these  paspages  is  sometinies 
thin  aud  artificial.  That  is  oue  rea»>n  why  soma  poople  think 
they  could  not  liave  beeu  writteu  by  the  same  man  who  wrote  their 
suiToundiugs.  11'  the  servant  is  tlic  idwil  I&nifl,  it  follows  that  ho 
has  a  mifsion  to  his  own  people  or  commiinity,  as  well  as  to  tho 
world.  Just  aa  the  host  Euifiliehuien  may  bo  said  to  have  a  special 
duty  to  Kuglaud,  so  tbe  best  Jews  have  a  special  duty  to  Judaism. 
This  ti'iu;hi)tg  may  be  applied  iu  many  ways.  And  we  miy  give 
to  the  M-ord  '  best '  a  variety  of  gigniticationa  of  different  degrees 
of  excellence.  They  wlio  are  most  richly  endowed  by  nature,  by 
circumstance,  by  enviroumeut,  by  fortune  aud  by  effort,  have  the 
deepest  respouaihility  to  their  people  and  their  community.  Tie 
mure  you  have  and  are,  the  more  is  demanded  of  you  alike  by  God 
or  inau.  From  and  out  of  men's  work  among  their  people  aud 
community  must  come  their  influence  upon  the  world  beyoud.  The 
servaut's  work  begins  at  home,  but  it  does  not  end  at  home.  Ho 
teaches  tme  religion  fii-st  within  the  fuld  and  then  WJtllout  it. 
For  Clod's  children  are  not  limited  to  one  race. 

The  great  difficulty  wilh  all  the  old  Jewish  teachers  of  religion 
was  to  realize  that  the  God  whom  they  worshipped  wna  not  their 
Father  in  heaven  more  than  he  wiia  the  Father  in  heaven  of  the 
Babylouiitn  or  the  Kdomite.  When  their  eyes  were  turned 
towards  their  own  people,  they  thought  and  taught  pm-e  and 
noble  tilings  about  goodness  and  God;  but  when  they  looked 
beyond  their  own  borders,  and  thought  of  God  iu  Ids  relation  to 
other  peoples,  they  saw  less  clearly.  They  were  often  too  proud, 
exclusive,  and  uncharitable.  It  eeems  very  odd  to  us,  for  we  have 
been  taught  from  childhood  that  God  is  no  respecter  of  jiersoDS  or 
of  races  and  that  he  does  not  care  for  the  EiigUthman  more  tliau 
for  the  Dane,  or  for  the  Jew  more  than  for  the  (Jhristiun.  But 
obvious  as  this  seems  to  us,  it  took  many  centuries  to  learn,  and 
even  now  some  Knglish  people  (happily  very  few,  if  any,  English 
Jews)  still  believe  that  God  cares  more  for  opiuions  thau  he  does  for 


goodness,  and  that  he  eliows  more  favour  to  tligse  who  have  Ijeen 
brought  up  in  one  creod  ihan  to  tlioee  who  have  bc«n  brooght  \i\y 
in  another. 

The  writer  of  the  servant  paBsageii  declared  that  the  Berrant's 
peculiar  mission  or  office  was  to  preach  true  reliKioii  U>  the  outside 
world.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  in  him,  to  *  bring  forth,"  as  it  sava  in 
the  first  pnsfage,  'true  religion  to  the  nations."  Tlie  servant  is 
a  light  to  miinkiiid.  And  what  the  sei-\'aut  is,  thnt  Israel  as  a 
whole  should  be. 

And  what  is  the  servant's  method]  It  is  exjireissed  in  the 
famous  words:  'He  shall  not  clamour  nor  cry,  nor  cuuse  his  voice 
to  he  heard  in  ths  stixet.  A  bruiaed  reed  shall  he  not  hreak,  and 
a  dimly  burning  wick  shall  ho  not  quench,  lie  shall  bring  forth 
true  religion  falthfuliy.' 

The  T*4rnelite8  were  by  nature  a  nfttion  of  the  sword.  Their 
fai'ly  notion  of  God  is  a  great  and  powerful  warrior,  just  but 
Btern.  It  took  them  very  long  to  purify  these  notionSj  and  to 
romerober  thut  in  Goil  love  and  justife  go  hand  iu  hand.  Shredx 
and  patches'  of  the  f»ld  ideas  clung'  for  agea  to  their  language  and 
thought.  Hence  the  Second  laaiah  himself  talks  much  more 
frequently  and  contentedly  of  God's  auger  or  even  of  (Jod's  fury  than 
we  should  think  either  seemly  or  trae.  It  13  all  tlie  more  atrlhing 
Hiat  the  picture  of  the  EetTant  is  so  lender  and  quiet,  He  tucceeds 
by  gentleness,  not  by  force.  To  thope  whose  faith  is  feeble  and  whose 
troubles  are  sore,  he  brings  strength  and  healing  and  eucoarage- 
nient.  Aud  yet  Ids  labour  meets  for  long  with  no  outward  ami 
visible  reward.  Soinetimes  (see  the  second  passage)  the  servant 
himself  is  deapondeat.  Has  he  'spent  his  streugth  for  nought 
and  vanity  i'  But  no  I  His  heavenly  Father  gives  and  will  give 
him  his  reward.  And  what  in  his  reward  1  The  success  of  hig 
work ;  not  his  own  pride  or  rivhcs  or  power,  but  t/ie  sticeesa  ofhu 
tpork.  As  his  sorrow  and  snflpring  are  for  the  saka  of  others,  r<i 
his  true  reward  is  thdr  wi^U-heing. 

In  the  third  servant  passage  we  read :  *  I  gave  my  back  to  the 
Kmiters,  and  my  cheeks  to  them  thnt  plucked  off  the  hair :  1  hid 
not  niy  face  from  shame  and  ^pitting.'  He  rose  above  and  sTiperior 
to  the  common  code  of  tit  for  tat.  He  did  not  aak  God  that  as  his 
enemies  had  done  to  him,  bo  might  It  be  done  to  them.  He  endured 
in  ejlcnce :  because  patient  endurance  helped  forward  his  work. 
He  was  right.  Tlie  patient  and  unroveugeful  endurance  of  personal 
injury  will  ofteu  mal;e  its  own  impression  for  good  upon  tliose  who 
witness  it.  It  ia  more  likfly  to  convert  the  sinner  than  violence 
or  hatred.  Thiit  is  an  added  reason  to  the  reason  fur  patient  eu-^ 
durance  given  to  as  in  the  Lamentatiuns :  *  Let  him  give  ha 


500 


THE    BIBLE   FOR    HOME   READING 


to  him  tKat  sniiU'th  Ithn ;  let  bim  tiit  alooc  aud  keep  sildnco,  becatue 
Ood  hnth  laid  it  npon  him.' 

Kfight  vre  not  wish  that  the  third  $ervant  paj^Koge  ended  (lomewli&i 
difTercntlyt  He  is  ju^ti6c(l  iu  expressing  his  coofideQce  that  his 
cause  is  right ;  but  wi^uld  it  uot  hiivc  Wen  hettcr  if  hv  lutd  uttered 
ft  wish  tliat  his  ftdverMries  ehouht  be  forgivpn  because  of  their 
i|fnoranco,  i>r  convprtiHl  to  the  truth,  rather  than  that  hp  should 
assert,  'they  all  b]u\11  wax  old  as  a  gm-moiit;  the  moth  shall  cat 
them  up '  ?  Hero  a  touch  of  the  luwcr  humanity  seems  mumetiturily 
to  drive  eside  the  working  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 

Now  we  come  to  the  last  paBFage,  which  tells  of  the  voluntary 
degi-adatiou  mid  death  of  the  eerrant  and  of  hia  aubsequciit 
resurrection  and  glory.  What  a  beautiful  and  faBcinatinf^  story 
it  is  I  How  very  unfortunate  that  nt  a  critical  point  the  t«xt 
should  have  become  so  uncertain  and  cnmipt. 

Once  more  we  have  the  full  idea  of  [latieut  endurance.  *  He  wa« 
oppressed,  yet  he  humbled  himself,  uud  opened  not  Ins  mouth ;  as 
»  lamb  that  iti  led  to  the  eloughter,  aud  an  u  sheep  that  before  Iier 
shearerB  in  dumb ;  yea,  he  opened  not  his  mouth.'  But  it  is  now 
clearly  explained  what  God's  object  iu  inflicting,  aud  tlie  sen'ant's 
object  in  accepting,  this  degradation  and  sufieriug  really  were. 
The  object  was  the  success  of  the  work.  Whuu  it  has  succeeded 
and  as  it  succeeds,  when  true  religion  is  univerFal  and  as  it  be- 
comes BO,  *hen  the  meaning  of  the  servant's  sufleriugs  is  realized. 
His  persecutions  were  endured  for  the  sake  of  his  persecutora. 
Gradually  men's  eyes  become  opened  :  by  his  stripes  they  tind  their 
heiLliiig.  He  hears  the  load  and  burden  of  M«rV  iniquities:  the 
punishment  which,  ou  the  old  tit-for-tat  theoiy,  should  come  to 
them  falls,  as  it  were,  upon  him,  not  as  punishment,  but  in  order 
that  they  may  see  it  and,  through  the  sight  and  understanding 
of  it,  be  healed  of  their  sin.  U[>on  him  it  falls  not  as  ]>miislimeiit, 
hot  as  suffering  and  sorrow,  and  while  he  euft'ers,  he  '  makes 
intercession';  he  prays  for  th«3  enlighleumeiit  and  forgiveness  of 
those  who  cause  him  sorrow,  &ni\  uot  for  their  injury  or  chastise- 
rat'nt.  This,  again,  is  true  religion  aud  true  morality.  At  last  ho 
triumphfi :  hia  canse  triumphs  because  he  voluntarily  sacrificed 
liimetJf.  He  died  fur  others.  For  this  is  the  highest  that  man 
can  achieve,  a  '  conscious  voluntary  sacrifice.' 

Souietimee  people  have  not  unwisely  thought  that  the  fierce  and 
cniel  persecutions  which  the  Jews  have  undergone,  and  iu  some 
countrita  still  undergo,  are  a  real  folfilmeut  of  this  great  gervani 
passage.  They  gulFcr  for  the  sake  of  tlieir  religion,  and  at  last  the 
world  will  understand  their  teaching  and  recoguize  its  ti-utli,  and 
their  cause  will  triumph  and  tbey  wiU  triumph  in  their  caoso. 
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But,  however  this  may  be,  we  all  of  ua  in  a  email  way  can  try  to 
be  servants  of  the  Lord.  We  can  try  to  hear  each  other's  burdens, 
and  we  can  each  strive  by  our  own  sacrifice  to  help  others.  Every 
one  of  us  will  have  some  opportunity  for  suffering  in  the  place  and 
in  the  stead  of  another.  Every  one  of  us  will  have  some  oppor- 
tunity for  patient  endurance,  and  for  painful  fidelity  to  truth,  to 
goodness,  and  to  love — in  other  words,  for  being  a  servant  of 
God. 


CHAPTER    XVIII 


§  I.  We  pftBs  from  glowing  poetry  to  rather  commonplace  proee 
when  we  turn  from  the  broad  and  noble  nspjrations  of  the  Second 
I^aiuh  to  lln-'ir  somewhat  purtlul  and  narrow  fuHilnieiit. 

AflHr  luB  coiiciucsl  of  IJabjlon,  Oynis.  from  wlmteTer  reasons,  did 
allow  the  Jewish  exiles  to  return  to  Paleetine,  and  a  good  number 
of  thcmi  availed  themselvpa  of  tliifi  pcrraisaioi:,  though  many  more, 
froiu  various  motives,  remaiucd  bi-hiud  in  tht'ir  new  eastern  homes. 
The  story  of  the  return  and  of  the  liuiidied  jeiirs  which  followed 
it  ia  contained  in  the  two  books  of  the  Bible  called  Ezra  and 
Kehemiah.  Theae  boolcH  are  vary  confused.  They  are  made  up  of 
ItftB8Mg*B  from  many  different  writers.  The  chronology  is  very  un- 
certain. Scholars  are  just  now  working  hard  ut  these  very  hooka, 
uiid  have  not  yet  arrived  at  undisputed  opinions  about  them. 
I'urts  vf  (horn  were  written  by  tJmt  idealist  hiBtoriari  from  whose 
writingft  1  nmile  a  few  quotntioiiB  when  dealing  with  the  life  of 
David  and  of  some  of  his  sncceBsora  in  the  kingdom  of  Judah.  He 
wrote  al>out  200  years  after  the  return  under  Cyrufi,  and  his  state- 
iiu'iits  are  often  veiy  inaccurate.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  in 
theBo  two  Itocks  of  Ezra  andNiihemiah  some  precinns  acd  anthentic 
fragnieuts  from  the  inemoira  of  the  two  chief  actors  of  the  time, 
who  give  these  books  tlieir  names. 

This  is  how  the  idealiet  histoiian  describetj  the  return. 

Now  in  the  first  year  of  CyTua  king  of  Persia,  that  the 
word  of  the  Lord  by  the  mouth  of  Jeremiah  iiiig)it  be 
fulfilled,  the  Lord  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Cyrus  king  of 
Persia,  that  he  made  a  proclamation  throughout  all  his 
kingdom,  and  put  it  also  in  writing,  saying,  Thug  saith 
Cyrua  king  of  Persia,  The  Lord  God  of  heaven  hath  given 
me  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth ;  and  he  hath  charged  uie 
to  build  him  an  house  in  Jerusalem;,  which  is  in  Judab. 
Who  is  there  among  you  of  all  his  people  ?  bis  God  be  with 
him,  and  let  him  go  up  to  Jerusaleni,  which  is  in  Juduh,  and 
build  the  house  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  And  whosoever 
reniaineth  in  any  place  where  he  sojourueth,  let  the  men 
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of  his  place  help  liiin  with  silver,  and  with  gold,  and  with 
gootlsj  and  with  beitst^,,  beside  the  freewill  offering  for  the 
house  of  God  in  Jerusnlcni. 

Then  rose  up  the  heads  of  fiithcrs*  houses  of  Juduli 
and  Benjamin,  and  the  priests,  and  the  Levitea,  even  all 
whose  spirit  God  hiid  stirred  to  go  up  to  build  the  house 
of  the  Lord  in  Jenisuleni.  And  all  they  thnt  were  ubout 
them  strengthened  their  hands  with  vessels  of  eilveVj  \Fith 
gohl,  with  goods,  and  with  beasts,  and  with  preciou? 
things,  beside  all  that  was  willingly  offered.  Also  Cyrus 
tlie  king  brought  forth  the  ve-ssels  of  the  house  of  tlie 
Lord,  which  ?febuchadne/zar  had  brought  forth  out  of 
Jerusalenij  and  had  put  them  in  the  house  of  his  gods;  even 
those  did  Cyrus  king  of  Persia  bring  forth  by  the  hand  of 
Mithi-edath  the  treasurer,  atut  numbered  them  unto  Sliesh- 
bazzar,  the  prince  of  Juduh.  And  this  is  the  number  of 
them  :  tliirty  chargers  of  gold,  a  thousand  chargers  of  silver, 
nine  and  twenty  knii'ps  ;  thirty  tanharda  of  gold,  silver 
t^nliards  of  a  second  sort  four  hundred  and  ten,  and  other 
vessels  a  thousand.  All  the  vessels  of  gold  and  of  silver  were 
five  thousand  and  four  hundred.  All  these  did  Shcshbazzar 
bring  up,  when  they  of  the  captivity  were  brought  up  from 
Babylon  unto  Jerusalem. 

The  whole  congregation  together  was  forty  and  two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  three  score,  beside  their  nien- 
seivants  !uid  their  maidservants,  of  whom  there  were  seven 
thousand  three  hundred  thirty  and  seven :  and  there  were 
among  them  two  hundred  singing  men  and  singing  women. 
Their  horses  were  seven  humlred  thirty  and  six;  their  mules, 
t«'o  hundred  forty  and  five;  their  camels,  four  humlred 
thirtj'"  and  five  ;  their  asses,  six  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty.  And  some  of  the  heads  of  fathers'  houses, 
when  they  came  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  which  is  ill 
Jerusalem,  offered  willingly  for  the  house  of  God  to  set  it 
up  in  its  place :  they  gave  after  their  ability  into  the  treasury 
of  the  work  threescore  and  one  thousand  darics  of  gold,  and 
five  thousand  pound  of  silver,  and  one  hundred  priests* 
garments. 

*  Charger'  is  en  old  English  word  meaning  '  iduttur.'  tunl  &ome- 
times  aleo  'bnsiu'  or  'bowl.'  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  Old  Morialitt/, 
fpeaks  of  '  a  huge  charger  of  broth."  '  ICuivea '  should  niore 
probably  be  '  pans.'     The  '  silver  taukards  of  a  aecoud  surt '  rest  uit 
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some  corniplion  in  the  H(-br«w  text.  If  we  Bild  up  the  list  of 
vtfif^'h,  it  conif's  to  3,499,  insteati  of  5.400.  The  PerBJan  gold  coiu 
oilli'd  A  'ilaric'  wns  wuHli  abuuC  23  aliiliiDgti;  tbe  silver  'pouud' 
WHS  wuiili  ulMJUt  4\d. 

Muiiy  stateineritH  tiiaile  in  tliift  ptx£f)Rg«)  are  very  doubtful.  Tko 
return  umler  CyruB  was  probably  less  important  than  the  historian 
mnkeg  out:  fewer  took  part  m  it.  Slici^hltazziir  ia  usually  ideiiti- 
fie<l  wltli  Zerubljiibfl,  the  BrauJsoa  of  Jehuiuchiu.  Some  scholars, 
however,  believe  th»t  he  wns  a  I'ersian  ofiieial.  We  must  remember 
Ihflt  the  Jews  wi'-re  not  independent.  Their  country  farmed 
n  inere  province  of  the  great  empire  of  Ptrsia. 

Tlie  btory  uf  the  roturu  h  cuiktiuui-d  by  the  id(raliztiig  bistonaa 
as  follows : 

And  when  the  Reveuth  month  was  come,  and  the  children 
of  Israel  were  in  the  cities,  the  people  gathered  themselves 
together  a.s  one  inim  to  Jerusuleiti.  Then  stood  up  Jeshiia 
the  HOM  of  JoMtdnk,  and  hi»  brethren  the  priests,  and  Zerub- 
halH-l  the  roii  of  Shealtiel,  and  his  brethren,  and  huilded  the 
Jiltar  of  the  (lod  of  Isr.iel,  to  offer  burnt  offerings  thereon,  as 
it  is  written  in  the  lau'  of  Moses  the  man  of  GotU  And  they 
set  the  altar  upon  its  old  btisf ;  for  fear  was  upon  them 
herause  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  :  and  they  offered 
bnrnt  offerings  tliereon  unto  the  Ix>rd,  even  burnt  offerings 
morning  and  evening. 

'i'hey  kept  also  the  feast  of  fcibernacles,  as  it  is  written, 
and  oil'i-red  the  daily  burnt  offerings  by  number,  according 
to  the  custom,  its  the  duty  of  every  day  rei[]uired;  and  ufter- 
wiinl  the  continual  burnt  offering,  and  those  of  the  new 
monns,  and  of  nil  the  set  feasts  of  the  T^ord  that  were  con- 
secrated, and  of  every  one  that  willingly  offered  a  freewill 
offering  unto  ihe  I^ord.  Frfmi  the  first  day  of  the  seventh 
inoMl.lt  began  they  to  offer  burnt  offerings  unto  thr  Lord  : 
but  the  f<nnulation  of  the  t-eniple  of  the  Ijord  was  not  yet 
laid.  They  gave  money  also  unto  the  niasous,  and  to  the 
carpenters ;  and  meat,  and  drink,  and  oil,  unto  them  of 
Zidon,  and  to  them  of  Tyre,  to  bring  cedar  trees  from 
Lebanon  t<]  the  sea,  unto  .Toppa,  according  to  the  grant  that 
they  had  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia. 

Now  in  the  second  ye^ir  of  their  coming  unto  the  house  of 
(lod  at  Jenisaleu),  in  the  second  month,  began  ZerublmbeJ 
the  sou  of  Shealtiel,  and  Jestiua  the  Bun  of  Jo/adak,  and  the 
remnant  of  their  brctiiren  the  priests  and  the  Levitea,  and  all 
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the)'  tliat  were  came  out  of  the  cfiptivity  u»to  Jerusalem ; 
lind  appointed  the  Levites,  fruin  t\rcuty  yeurs  old  und 
upward,  to  set  forward  the  work  of  the  house  of  t]ie  T>ord, 
Then  Jcshua  with  his  sons  and  his  hrethren,  and  Kadmlel 
and  his  sons,  and  the  sons  of  Hoda\-iah,  and  the  sons  of 
lienadud  with  their  bretliren  the  Levites,  entered  into  tlitir 
service  to  have  the  oversight  of  the  workmen  in  the  house  of 
God.  Aik)  when  the  builders  laid  the  Foundation  of  the 
temple  of  the  Lonl,  the  priests  stood  in  their  apparel  with 
trumpets,  and  the  Levites  the  sons  of  Asaph  with  cymbals, 
to  praise  the  Lord,  after  the  ordinance  of  David  king  of  Isnicl. 
Ai]d  they  sang  together  by  course  in  praising  and  giving 
thanks  unto  the  Lord,  saying.  For  lie  is  good,  fur  his  nierey 
endureth  for  ever  toward  Israel.  .\iid  all  the  people  shoutetl 
with  u  great  shout,  when  they  praised  the  Lord,  because  the 
foundation  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  was  laid.  But  many  of 
the  priests  and  Levites  and  heads  of  fathers'  houses,  the  old 
men  that  had  sten  the  first  housu,  when  the  foundation  of 
this  house  was  laid  before  their  eyes,  wept  with  a  loud  voice  ; 
and  imiriy  slioutcd  tdoud  for  joy  :  so  that  tlie  people  coidd 
not  discern  the  noise  of  the  shout  of  joy  from  the  noise  of  the 
weeping  of  the  people :  for  the  people  shouted  with  a  loud 
shout,  and  the  noise  was  heard  afar  off. 

Now  when  the  adversaries  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  heard 
that  the  children  of  the  captivity  builded  the  temple  unto  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel ;  then  they  came  to  Zerubbabel,  and 
to  the  beads  of  fathers*  houses,  and  said  unto  them.  Let  us 
build  M  ith  you  :  for  we  seek  your  God,  as  ye  do  :  and  we  do 
sacrifice  unto  him  since  the  days  of  Ksar-haddon  king  of 
Assyria,  who  brought  us  up  hither.  But  Zerubbabel,  and 
Jeshua,  and  the  rest  of  the  heads  of  fathers'  houses  of  Israel, 
said  unto  them,  Ve  have  nothing  to  do  with  us  to  build  an 
house  unto  our  God  ;  but  wc  oureelves  together  will  build 
unto  the  Lord  Gotl  of  Israel,  as  king  Cyrus  the  king  of 
Persia  hath  commanded  us.  Then  the  inhubitanta  ol  the 
land  Meakened  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Judah,  and 
troubled  them  in  building,  and  hired  counsellors  agidnst 
them,  to  frustrate  their  purpose,  all  the  days  of  Cynia 
king  of  Persia,  even  unto  the  reign  of  Darius  king  of  Persia. 

This  paesage  ih  fall  of  difficulties  hito  which  I  cannot  enter  liere. 
It  would   scarcely  seem   as  if  tlte  atteiupttd  rebuildiug  of  the 
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Temple  advauccd  even  eo  far  as  is  here  deacrlbed.  la  the  year  520 
two  proplielH,  Ha^ai  and  Zculiurinh,  fitill  epeak  uf  the  existing 
ruiuH  of  the  old  Temple,  end  do  not  alhide  to  any  eai-licr,  if  uu- 

succeesful,  at:t<>mpt  at  rentoration  or  rebuilding. 

Who  are  the  a-dversaries  of  Judali  and  Beiyamiii  1  They  seem 
to  have  heeu  mainly  the  mixt-d  iuhabitants  of  wimt  was  once  the 
DOrthern  kiugdoni.  Were  the  Jews  njrht  or  wrong  in  their 
I'xclupiveiiess  and  refufiil't  On  the  one  side,  it  may  l:>e  urged  that 
tht^ee  Ufighhourfl  probahly  did  not  worship  or  tliiuk  of  God  as 
puiviy  as  the  Jews ;  011  the  other  siile,  it  niuy  he  uryed  tliat  the 
Ber\'a[it  uf  the  Lord  should  help  aud  uot  hloilei',  alhii'e  mid  not 
repel.  'A  hruised  reed  shall  he  not  break,  and  a  dimly  Iniming 
wick  i-hall  he  not  queueh.'  Surely  the  Second  Isaiah  would  have 
gireu  a  diflercnt  counsel.  Still,  it  would  never  have  done  for  the 
Jews,  with  their  higher  and  purei'  religion  {for  the  exile  had 
purified  their  iaith),  in  have  been  Fwamped  by  the  nnrtherners. 
It  is  difficult  to  judge  their  action  fairly  at  this  distance  of  time, 
Ruti  with  our  very  acrappy  and  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
gircuinstancea. 

§  2.  For  sixteen  years,  then,  things  were  at  r  Bfandfitill  at 
Jcruanlera.  Then  iu  .(Jzo  B.C.  the  building  of  the  Ttfiiiple  waa 
taken  vigorously  in  hand,  and  in  the  year  516  B.C.  it  was  com- 
pleted. The  liistoriau  describes  thi.'BO  events  aa  follows.  But 
I  do  not  think  we  mnut  place  reliance  upon  the  verbal  accuracy 
of  the  supposed  decrees  of  either  king  Cyrns  or  liing  Danus. 

Now  the  prophets,  Hntrgai  lind  Zerbariah,  prophesied  unto 
the  Jeu'8  that  were  in  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  in  the  uame 
of  the  God  of  Israel.  Then  rose  up  Zernbbabel  the  son  of 
Shealtietj  and  Jeshua  the  son  of  Jo/.ndixk,  and  began  Ut  build 
the  house  of  God  which  is  at  Jerusalem  ;  and  with  them 
were  tlie  prophets  of  God,  helpinj;  them.  At  the  same  time 
came  to  them  Tattenai,  the  governor  beyond  the  river,  and 
Shethar-bozenai,  and  their  eompanions,  and  said  thus  untu 
them,  Who  gave  you  a  decree  to  build  this  house?  And 
they  spake  unto  tlicm  after  this  manner^  What  are  the  names 
of  the  men  that  make  this  building?  Rut  the  eye  of  their 
God  was  upon  the  elders  of  the  Jews,  and  they  did  not  make 
them  cease,  till  the  matter  should  come  to  Darius,  and 
answer  should  be  returned  by  letter  Cfmcerning  it. 

Tlie  copy  of  the  letter  tliat  Tattenai,  tlie  governor  beyond 
the  river,  and  Shethar-hozenai,  and  his  companions  the 
Apharsuchites,  who  were  beyond  the  river^  sent  unto  Darius 
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tlic  king :  they  sent  a  letter  unto  him,  wherein  was  written 
thus ;  Unto  Darius  the  kintf,  ull  peace.  Be  it  known  unto 
the  kin^,  that  we  went  into  tlie  province  of  Judah,  to  the 
houite  of  the  great  God,  whit!h  is  huilded  witli  great  stones, 
and  timber  is  laid  in  the  walls,  and  this  work  goeth  fast  on 
aud  prospereth  in  their  hands.  Then  asked  we  those  elders, 
and  said  unto  them  thus,  Who  gave  you  a  decree  to  build 
this  house  ?  Wc  asked  tliem  their  names  also,  to  certify 
thee,  that  we  might  write  the  names  of  the  uieu  that  were 
the  chief  of  them. 

And  thus  they  returned  us  answer,  saying,  We  are 
the  servants  of  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  build 
the  house  that  was  huilded  these  many  years  ago,  which 
a  Kreat  king  of  Israel  huilded  and  set  up.  But  because 
our  fathcra  provoked  the  Clod  of  heaven  unto  wrath,  he  gave 
them  into  tlie  band  of  Nehuchadiiey.zar  kiug  of  Babylon,  the 
Chaldean,  who  destroyed  this  house,  and  carried  the  people 
away  into  Babylon.  But  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  king 
of  Babylon,  Cjtus  the  king  made  a  decree  to  build  this  house 
of  God.  And  vessels  also  of  gold  and  silver  of  the  house 
of  Godj  which  Nebuchadnezzar  took  out  of  the  temple  that 
was  in  Jerusalem,  and  brought  them  into  the  temple  of 
Babylon,  those  did  Cyrus  the  king  take  out  of  the  temple 
of  Babylon,  and  they  were  delivered  unto  one  whose  name 
was  Slieshbazzar,  whom  he  had  made  governor;  and  he  said 
unto  him,  Take  these  vessels,  go,  put  them  in  the  temple 
that  is  in  Jerusalem,  and  let  the  house  of  God  be  builded 
in  its  place.  Then  came  tlie  same  Sheshbazzar,  and  laid  the 
foundations  of  the  house  of  God  which  is  in  Jerusalem :  and 
since  that  time  even  until  now  hath  it  been  in  building,  and 
yet  it  is  not  finished.  Now  therefore,  if  it  seem  good  to  the 
king,  let  there  he  search  made  in  the  king's  treasure  liouae, 
which  is  there  at  Babylon,  whether  it  iw  so,  that  a  decree 
was  made  of  Cyrus  the  king  to  buiM  this  house  of  God  at 
Jcrusaleui,  and  let  the  king  send  iiis  pleasure  to  us  concerning 
this  matter. 

Then  Darius  the  king  made  a  decree,  and  search  was  made 
in  the  house  of  the  archives,  where  the  treasures  were  laid 
up  in  Babylon.  And  there  was  found  at  Ecbatana,  in  the 
palace  that  is  in  the  province  of  Media,  a  roll,  and  therein 
was  a  record  thus  written :  In  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  the 
king,  Cyrus  the  kutg  made  a  decx-cc :  Coiiccrning  the  house 
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of  God  at  Jerusalem,  let  the  house  be  bxiilded,  the  place 
where?  they  (ifTcr  sacrifices,  liud  let  the  fuuudatiuns  thereof 
be  Btrongly  laid  ;  the  height  thereof  threescore  cubits,  and 
the  breadth  thereof  threescore  cubita ;  with  three  rows  of 
great  stones,  and  a  ro^v  of  new  tiinlxr  :  and  let  the  expenses 
be  ^iven  out  of  the  king's  house :  and  also  let  the  golden 
and  silver  vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  wliich  Nebuchadjiezzar 
took  forth  out  of  the  temple  wliich  is  ut  Jerusalem,  oud 
brought  unto  Babylon,  be  restored,  and  brought  again  unto 
tlie  temple  which  is  at  Jerusalem,  every  one  to  its  place,  and 
place  them  in  the  house  of  God. 

Now  therefore,  Tattenai,  governor  beyoud  the  river, 
Shethar-bo/enai,  and  your  conipatiiunH  the  Apharsacliites, 
wlio  are  beyond  the  rii'er,  be  ye  far  from  thence :  let 
the  work  of  this  house  of  God  alone ;  let  the  governor 
of  the  Jews  and  the  elders  of  the  Jews  build  this  bouse 
of  God  in  its  place.  Moreover  I  make  a  decree  what  ve 
shall  do  to  these  elders  of  the  Jews  for  the  building  uf 
this  house  of  God :  that  of  the  king's  goods,  even  of  the 
tribute  beyond  the  river,  expeuscs  be  gi\'en  unto  theae  men, 
that  they  be  not  hindered.  And  that  which  they  have  need 
of,  both  young  bullocks,  and  rams,  and  lambs,  for  burnt 
oSeriugs  to  the  Gud  of  heaven,  wheat,  salt,  wine,  and  oil, 
according  to  the  word  of  the  pncata  who  are  at  Jerusalem, 
let  it  he  given  them  day  by  day  without  fail :  that  they  may 
offer  sacvifieea  of  sweet  savour  unto  the  God  of  heaven,  and 
pray  for  the  life  of  the  king,  and  of  his  sons.  Also  I  have 
made  a  decree,  that  whosoever  shall  alter  this  word,  let 
a  beam  be  pulled  down  from  his  house,  and  being  set  up,  let 
him  be  hanged  thereon;  and  let  his  hounebe  made  a  dunghill 
for  this  :  and  the  God  that  hath  caused  his  name  to  dwell 
there  overthrow  all  kings  and  peoples,  that  shall  put  forth 
their  hand  to  destroy  this  bouse  of  God  which  is  at  Jerusalem. 
1  Darius  have  made  a  decree ;  let  it  be  done  with  speed. 

Then  Tatteuai,  the  governor  beyond  the  river,  Shethar- 
bozeual,  and  their  compauions,  accorditig  to  tliat  which 
Darius  the  king  had  sent,  so  they  did  speedily.  And  the 
elders  of  the  Jews  builded  and  prospered,  through  the 
prophesying  of  Haggai  the  prophet  and  Zechuriah  the  sou 
of  Iddo.  And  they  builded  and  finished  it,  according  to  the 
commandment  of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  according  to  the 
decree  of  Cyrus,  and  Darius^  king  of  Persia.     And  this  house 
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w»B  finished  on  the  third  day  of  the  month  Adar,  in  the 
aixth  year  of  the  reij^ii  of  Ditriiis  the  king.  And  the  children 
of  Israel,  the  pricsta  and  thp  Levites,  and  the  rest  nf  the 
children  of  the  ciiptivity,  kept  the  dedication  of  this  house 
of  God  with  joy. 

§  3.  Some  of  tho  words  of  tho  two  prophets  nlluded  to  by  Uie 
liietoriaii  hftve  been  preRtrved  to  us  in  the  Bible.  Unlike  the 
Second  laaial)  ii:  many  things,  they  wore  like  biui  in  Ihiin.  They 
expected  tltat  at  the  conipktioti  of  ei  near  ereut,  the  ideal  or 
golden  age  would  at  once  b^in.  Tht-y  did  aol  realL/.o  that  tlto 
toills  of  God  giind  slowly,  llnggui,  for  example,  belioved  that  if 
only  the  Temjile  were  rebuilt  and  finished,  God  would  fill  the  land 
with  glorj'.  la  his  keetmcas  for  a  materiid  teinpld  and  fur  s^acriflce*. 
Haggai  Beeni3  very  diffeix-nt  from  Jtremiali,  and  not  only  difierent 
but  inferior.  We  must,  however,  remember  that  the  circuniHlJinccs 
of  his  time  wpre  quite  tinlikc  thoBO  of  Jeremi.'iU.  And  if  the 
Jews  had  really  neglected  to  rebuild  the  Temple  from  the  causes 
mentioned  by  Hagiipii,  they  deserved  his  censure.  Here  are  some 
of  Ha^gfti's  words : 

In  the  second  year  of  Darius  the  king,  iu  the  sixth  month, 
in  the  first  day  of  the  month,  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  by 
Hag^iii  the  prophet  unto  Zerubbahel  tlie  son  of  Sheultiel, 
governor  of  Judah,  and  to  Joshua  the  son  of  Jtjhozadak,  the 
high  priest,  sayinjf,  Thua  apraketh  the  Lord  (jf  hostjt,  saying. 
This  people  say,  The  tine  to  build  the  Lord's  house  hath  not 
yet  come.  Then  came  the  word  of  the  Tjord  by  Iltiggai  the 
prophet,  saying,  Is  it  u  time  for  you  yourseivcB  to  dwell  in  yotir 
eicded  huuscs,  and  for  this  house  to  lie  waste  ?  Now  there- 
fore thus  saith  the  Ivord  of  hosts :  Consider  your  ways.  Ye 
have  sown  much,  and  briuj^  in  little ;  yc  eat,  hut  ye  have  not 
enough  ;  ye  drink,  but  ye  are  not  filled  with  drink  ;  ye  clothe 
you,  but  there  is  none  warm ;  and  he  that  earneth  wages 
carncth  wages  to  put  it  into  a  bag  inth  holes. 

Thus  Buith  the  iJard  of  hosts  :  Conaidcr  your  ways.  Go  up 
to  tlie  mountain,  and  bring  wood,  and  build  the  house;  and 
I  will  take  pleasvire  in  it,  and  1  will  he  glorified,  saith  the  Lord. 
Ye  looked  for  much,  and,  lo,  it  came  to  little;  and  wlu-n  ye 
brought  it  home,  I  did  blow  upon  it.  Why  ?  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts.  Because  of  mine  house  that  is  waste,  while  ye  run 
every  man  to  bis  own  house.  Therefore  the  heaven  over  you 
is  stayed  from  dew,  and  the  earth  is  stayed  from  her  fruit. 
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Ami  I  called  for  a  drought  upon  the  land,  and  upon  the 
mountHiiis.  tiTul  u|K>n  the  corn,  and  upon  the  wine,  and  upou 
the  uU.  and  upuii  that  which  tlie  ground  brin^eth  forth,  and 
upon  men,  and  ujhju  cattle,  and  upon  all  the  lulwur  of  the 
hands. 

Then  Zervibbabel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and  Joshua  the  son 
of  Jeho7.adak,  the  high  priest.,  with  all  the  remnant  of  the 
people,  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord  their  God,  and  the  words 
of  Haggai  the  prophet,  as  the  Lord  their  God  had  sent  him  ; 
and  t!ie  people  did  fear  before  the  Lord.  Then  spake  Haggni 
the  Lord's  messenger  in  the  Lord's  message  unto  the  people, 
saying,  I  am  with  you.  saith  the  Ix>rd.  And  the  Lord  stirred 
up  the  spirit  of  Zenihlmbel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  governor  of 
Judah,  and  the  spirit  of  Joshua  the  sou  of  Jehozudak,  the 
high  prie±it,  and  the  spirit  of  all  the  reuuiant  of  the  people  ; 
and  they  came  and  did  work  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  their  God,  in  the  four  aiul  twentieth  day  of  tlie  nionth^ 
in  the  sixth  month,  in  the  second  year  of  Darius  the  king. 

In  the  seventh  month,  in  the  one  and  twentieth  day  of  the 
month,  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  by*  Haggal  the  prophet, 
saying,  Speak  now  to  Zerubbabel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  governor 
of  Judah,  and  to  Joshua  the  son  of  Jehozad:i.k,the  high  priest, 
and  Ut  the  residue  of  the  people,  saying.  Who  is  left  among 
you  that  saw  this  house  in  its  former  glory  ?  and  how  do  ye 
see  it  now  ?  is  it  not  in  your  eyes  as  nothing  ?  Yet  now  be 
strong,  O  Zerubbabel,  saith  t]ie  Lord ;  and  be  strong,  O 
Joshua,  son  of  Jehnzadak,  the  high  priest;  and  hp  strong,  all 
ye  people  of  the  land,  saith  the  Lord,  and  work:  for  I  am 
with  you,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  my  spirit  abideth 
among  you  :  fear  ye  not.  For  thus  aaith  the  Lord  of  hosts  : 
Yet  once,  it  is  a  little  while,  and  1  will  shake  the  heavens, 
and  the  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  the  dry  laud  ;  and  I  will 
shake  all  nations,  and  tlie  desirable  things  of  all  nations  shall 
come,  and  I  will  filil  this  house  with  glory,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts.  The  silver  is  mine,  and  the  gold  is  mine,  saith  the 
Lord  of  ]»08t8.  The  latter  glory  of  this  house  shall  be  greater 
than  the  former,  and  in  this  place  will  I  give  peace. 

Zechariuh  was  fdled  with  a  similar  nnreahzed  hope,  aud  he 
connected  It  closely  with  Zcrubbahel,  the  j^overuor  of  his  time  and 
the  firHndsoii  of  Jehoiaeliin,  ami  with  Joshuu  the  high  priest. 
Zeruljbabel  woulct  complete  the  Temple  and  eit  upon  hip  father's 
throne:  Vfhih  JoBhua  the  priest  should  stand  at  his  right  hand, 
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nntl  hiirmony  and  pence  sLouKl  prevail  Ijetweeu  them,  Jemsalem 
would  be  filled  witii  Oiitword  ji\ory  and  Epiritaal  Idfssedoees.  On 
one  occasion,  when  certain  Jews  in  Bahylon  had  sent  nn  embassy 
aud  gifts  ta  Jerusalem,  Zeclmriah  felt  iiR[>elkil  to  act  as  follows : 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying.  Take  of 

tlif  gifts  of  theiu  of  the  craptivity,  even  of  Hcldni,  of  Tobijah, 
aiul  of  Jedaiah ;  :uid  come  thou  the  siime  day,  and  go  into 
the  house  of  Jofiiali  the  son  of  Zephaniali,  whither  they  are 
come  from  Bahylon ;  yea,  take  silver  and  gold,  and  make 
crowns,  and  set  them  upon  the  head  of  Zci-ubbubcl  and  of 
Josliua  the  Inch  priest;  and  speak  unto  them,  saying.  Thus 
spcaketh  the  Lord  of  hosts,  saying,  Behold,  a  nian  whose 
name  is  the  Sprout  j  and  it  shall  sprout  forth  under  him,  and 
he  shall  build  the  temple  of  the  Lord :  even  he  shall  build  the 
temple  of  the  Lord ;  and  he  shall  bear  the  glory,  and  shall 
sit  and  rule  upon  his  throne;  and  there  shall  hi:  a  priest  upon 
his  right  hand :  aud  the  counsel  of  peace  shall  be  between 
thcin  both.  And  the  croMus  shall  remain  for  a  memorial  to 
Heldai,  and  Tohijah,  and  Jcdaiah,  and  to  the  kindness  of  the 
son  of  Zephaniah,  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  And  they  that 
are  far  o3  shall!  come  and  build  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord, 
and  ye  shall  know  that  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  sent  nie 
unto  you. 

This  daring  prethciirvn  was  not  realized.  Zeruhhabel  never 
ascendtd  the  throne  of  his  ancestors.  To  amithtr  deputation  irom 
Babylon,  who  came  with  a  question  as  to  the  coiitijiued  observance 
of  the  faets  connected  with  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  Temple,  Zecbariah  answers  in  the  tme  prophetical 
manner. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  fourth  year  of  king  Darius,  in 
the  fourth  day  of  the  ninth  month,  even  in  Chislev,  that  the 
family  of  Elsharezer  and  Regem-melech  sent  an  embassy  to 
intreat  the  favour  of  the  Lord,  and  to  speak  unto  the  priests 
uf  the  house  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  aud  to  the  prophets,  saying, 
Should  I  weeiJ  in  the  fiie  months,  abstaining  fniin  food,  as 
I  have  done  these  so  many  years  ?  Then  came  the  word  of 
the  Lord  of  hosts  unto  me,  saying.  Speak  unto  all  the  people 
of  the  land,  and  to  the  priests,  saying-.  When  ye  fasted  and 
TOOui-ned  in  the  fifth  and  in  the  seventh  month,  even  these 
seventy  jears,  did  yc  at  all  fast  unto  uic,  evcu  to  mc ?     iVud 
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when  ye  eat,  and  h-Iicu  ye  drink,  are  ntrt  ye  they  tlmt  eat,  and 
are  not  ye  they  that  drink  ? 

Were  not  fhese  the  words  which  the  Lord  hath  cried 
hy  the  former  prophets,  when  Jerusalem  was  inhabited 
and  in  prospfrily,  and  the  cities  thereof  round  nbout  her, 
when  men  inhahited  the  Soutli  and  the  lowhmd  ?  Execute 
true  judgement,  and  shew  mercy  and  compaKsion  every 
man  to  his  brother:  and  oppress  not  the  widow,  nor 
the  fatherless,  the  stranger,  nor  the  poor;  and  let  none  of 
you  imagine  evil  afjainst  his  brother  in  your  heart?  But 
they  refused  to  hearken,  and  turned  a  stubborn  shoulder, 
and  stripped  their  cars,  that,  they  should  not  liear.  Yea,  thev 
made  tlieir  hearts  as  an  adamant  stone,  lest  they  Rhould  hear 
the  teaching  and  the  words  which  the  Lord  of  hosts  sent  by 
his  spirit  by  the  haiid  of  the  former  prophets  :  therefore  came 
a  great  wrath  from  tlie  Lord  of  hosts.  Therefore  it  came 
to  pass  that,  as  lie  cried,  and  they  would  not  hear ;  ao 
they  shall  cry,  and  I  will  not  hear,  said  the  Lord  of  hosts ; 
but  1  will  scatter  them  with  a  whirlwind  amonj;  all  the 
nations  whoui  tlicy  kiie^v  not.  Thus  the  land  was  desolate 
after  them,  that  no  man  passed  through  nor  returned:  for 
they  laid  the  pleasant  land  desolate. 

But  now,  thus  saith  the  Lord  :  I  am  returned  unto  Zion,  and 
will  divell  in  the  midst  of  Jerusiilem  :  and  Jernsaiem  shall  be 
called  The  city  of  truth  ;  and  the  mountain  of  the  Lord  of  hosts 
Tiic  holy  mountain.  There  shall  yet  old  men  and  old  women 
dwell  in  the  streets  of  Jerusalem,  every  man  M'ith  his  staff  in 
his  hand  for  very  a^e.  And  the  streets  of  the  city  shall  be 
full  of  hoys  and  girls  playing  in  the  streets  thereof. 

These  are  the  things  timt  ye  shall  do;  Speak  ye  every 
man  the  truth  with  his  nciglibour ;  execute  the  Judgement  of 
truth  and  peace  in  your  gates :  and  let  none  of  you  iraiigine 
evil  in  your  hearts  against  his  neighbour;  and  love  no  false 
oath  :  for  at!  these  are  things  that  1  hate,  aaith  the  Lord. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts  :  The  fast  of  the  fourth  month, 
and  the  fast  of  the  fifth,  and  the  fast  of  the  seventh,  and  the 
fast  of  the  tenth,  shall  be  to  the  house  of  Judah  joy  and 
gladness,  and  cheerful  feasts;  therefore  love  ye  truth  and 
peace.  Thus  saitli  the  Lord  of  hosts:  It  shall  yet  come  to 
pass,  that  there  shall  come  i>eoples,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
many  cities ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  one  city  shall  go  to 
another^  saying.  Let  us  go  speedily  to  inti-cat  the  favour  of 


WE    WILL    GO    WITH    YOU 


5^3 


the  Lord,  and  to  seek  the  Lord  of  hosts:  I  will  go  also. 
Yea,  n^any  peoples  and  strong  nations  shall  come  to  seek  the 
Lord  of  hosts  in  JLTUsalcm.  and  to  intreut  the  Favour  of  tin- 
Lord.  Thus  sallh  the  Lord  of  hosts:  In  those  days  it  shall 
come  to  pass,  that  ten  men  shall  take  hold,  out  of  all  the 
languages  of  the  nations^  shall  even  take  hold  of  the  skirt  of 
him  that  is  a  Jew,  saying,  We  will  go  with  you,  for  we  have 
heard  that  God  is  with  you. 

The  frtst  of  the  fourth  month  comtuemoraied  Ihe  capture  of 
Jerusftiem  by  Neliuchndrezzar,  The  fast  of  the  fiftli  numth 
coram emorated  the  Ijarning  of  the  Temple.  Tlie  fast  of  the  seventh 
month  commemorated  the  nnirder  of  fJedaliah.  The  fast  of  the 
tenth  month  comniemorated  the  opening  of  the  siege  of  Jeruealeai. 

In  his  prophecy  of  a  time  when  ni;iiiy  nations  shall  'join  tbeia- 
aelves  to  God  and  hp  to  him  for  a  people/  as  w^ll  aa  in  his  noida 
contrast  hetwcea  faating  and  goodrtcca,  Zpcharirdi  corahincH  the 
spirit  both  of  the  Babylonian  Isaiah  and  of  the  old  prophets  of  tho 
two  kingdom!).  Not  unworthily  is  llie  ViHi  of  hiatoricul  {iriij>hct!) 
closed  with  him.  We  neeil  not  be  troubled  tlmt  his  nnlicipations 
of  the  near  future  were  rot  realizerl.  Tha  very  fact,  that  they  were 
not  realized  shows  that  God  regards  it  as  tho  better  way  for  us 
that,  in  the  woi-da  of  cue  and  the  aauie  teacher,  truth  and  error 
sliould  be  8tmnKi;ly  nuu(,(led  togctlnT.  It  is,  for  us  to  uew,  on  the 
oae  hand,  our  rejibtin  uud  uur  kuowlcdgo,  aiul,  on  tho  othu-r  hand, 
OHV  faith  in  goodness  and  in  God,  to  discover  for  oursflves, 
■whether  in  the  Bible  or  in  any  other  hook,  the  good,  the  true,  aud 
the  beautiful,  aud  to  use  them  and  cherish  them  for  our  own 
improvemeut  and  help. 

§  4.  For  over  fifty  years  after  the  completion  of  the  Temple  in 
516  B.C.  we  know  little  or  nothing  of  tho  comlition  of  the 
coramiinity.  Many  among  them  aeem  to  have  contracted  marringea 
with  the  Bern i-Israali tea  of  the  noiUi  and  with  other  aei;;hl>ouring 
tribes.  If  the  religious  purity  of  the  commujiity  had  nut  Buffered 
by  these  uUianceSj  they  would  uut  have  Iwen  undesirable.  But  as 
a  fact  it  Would  Koeui  as  if  they  tended  to  depress  the  levfl  of 
religions  kiiowleJge  anrl  fer\*our,  though  it  must  lie  ri'inenibered 
that  wc  only  know  about  them  through  the  writings  of  their  very 
bitter  and,  on  the  whole,  somewhat  nanow-mindod  oppoaeiits. 

In  the  year  458  b.  c.  Ezra,  a  Jewish  prietst,  arrived  ut  JeniMlem 
at  the  head  of  n  fresh  hand  of  Jewish  emigrants  frnm  Babylon. 
The  date  of  his  arrival  is,  however,  disputed,  and  it  is  (juit-e  possible 
that  E?.rti'B  jtiurney  to  Jerusalem  took  place  several  years  n/fer 
4gS,  aud  wua   sabscc|;aent   to   tho  arrival  of  Nehemiah,  who  ia 
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when  ye  cat,  and  when  yc  drink,  are  not  ye  they  ih 
are  not  ye  they  that  drink  ? 

Were   not  these   tlie  wonis  irhirh  the  T^.    ■ 
by   the    former    prophets,   when  Jcrusnlc^'i 
and  in  prosperity,  and  the  cities  tticrw*' 
when  men  inliubited  the  South  and  the 
true   j  udgement,    and   shew   mercy   and 
man    to    his    brother :    and    oppress    ntr 
the  fatherless,  the  stranger,  nor  the  po-  i 
you  imagine  evil  against  his  brotlier   i: 
they  refused  to  hearken,  und  luriKi! 
ami  stopped  their  ears,  tlial  they  - 1 
made  their  hearts  as  an  adamant  -i 
the  teaching  and  the  -vropdH  whii 
his  spirit  by  the  hand  of  the  fnim. 
a  great  wrath  from  the  LonI  •■■■ 
to  pass  that,  as   he  cried,   .'mm 
they  shall  cry,  and  I  will  iim   I 
but  I  will   Hcatt-er  them  wit!> 
nations  whom  they  knew  i)"i 
after  them,  that  no  man  p. 
they  laid  the  pleasant  hm 

Hut  now,  thus  saith  1 1 
will  dwell  in  the  niiiUt  .  ' 
called  The  city  of  trutii 
The  holy  mounted  n. 
dwell  in  the  street.-)  ■.. 
his  hand  for  very  m;t 
full  of  boys  and  i'' 

TJiesp  are  tl  > 
man  the  truHi    ' 
truth  and  p''.i 
evil  in  your   ■ 
oath:   for  all 

Thus  salt 
and  the  fu^ 
fast  of  th 
gladne^is. 
peace.     ' ' 
pass,  1 1 
many 
anollr 
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^  ii  and  Jerusalem,  according  to  tlic 

^  ^!i  thine  biLud;    snid  to  carry  the 

iv-  liiiig  and  liis  counsellore  have 
of  Isnielj  whose  habitjitioii  is  in 
r  and  gold  that  thou  mayest  find 
^  Uon,  wit1i  the  freewill  offerhig  of 

'  ^ts,  offcriDg  willingly  for  the  house 
,  in  Jerusiilem  ;  therefore  thou  shalt 
ullocks^  riLing,  lambs,  with  their  uieiil 
ink  offerings,  and  ofFer  them  upon  the 
.  ijur  God  winch  is  in  Jerusalem,  And 
1  i^ood  to  thee  and  to  thy  brethren  to  do 
.  nilvcr  and  the  gold,  that  do  after  the  will 
(■  vpsaela  idso  that  are  given  thee  for  the 
se  of  thy  God,  deliver  thou  before  the  God 
■id  whatsoever  more  shall  be  needful  for  the 
.  which  thou  shalt  have  occasion  to  bestow, 
'  he  king's  trcusure  house. 
Arlaxerxes  tlie  king,  do  make  a  decree  to 
s  who  are  beyond  the  river,  that  wliatso- 
yiw.'  priest,  the  scribe  of  the  law  of  the  God  of 
lU  rei^uire  of  you,  it  be  done  exactly^  unto  an 
.dents  of  silver,  and  to  an  hundred  measures  of 
ru  an  hundred  baths  of  wine,  and  to  an  hundred 
I.  and  salt  without  prescribing  how  much.  What- 
r.iiimanded  by  the  God  of  heaven,  let  it  be  diligently 
the  house  of  the  God  of  heaven;  for  why  should 
.>vrath  against  the  realm  uf  the  king  uud  Ids  sons  ? 
certify  you,  that  touching  any  of  the  priests  and 
the  singers,  porters,  or  uuniatera  of  this  house  of 
It  shall  not  be  lawful  to  impose  toll,  tribute,  or  custom 
them.  And  thou,  Ezra,  after  the  wisdom  oE  thy  God 
IB  in  thine  hand,  set  mrtgistntes  and  judges,  who  may 
all  the  people  tliat  are  beyond  the  river,  all  such  as 
laws  of  thy  God ;  and  teach  ye  them  that  know 
^boHoever  will  not  do  tlie  law  of  tby  God, 
g,  let  judgement  lie  executed  upon  him, 
th,  or  to  banishment,  or  to  confiscation 
ntncnt. 
'«c  God  of  our  fathers,  who  hath  put 
king's  heart,  to  bcautit'y  the  house 
•sulem  ;  and  liath  extended  niercv 
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usually  placed  after  liirn.  Ezra  brouglit  with  liim  a  new  law- 
book from  Babylou,  wLicb  was  chiefly  coiicenied  witJi  tUu  better 
and  mvra  delniled  i-e^iiluUwii  of  the  Temple  ceri-niouial,  iliid  with 
vnriaiiB  ritual  practices  for  hoth  laymen  and  priests.  Thjit  coda 
Look  v,"M  .'^iturwards  added  to  the  law  of  the  Retroapcct,  tho^o 
already  appended  to  certiuu  older  uarrativea,  and  this  cumposite 
compiliition  now  forms  the  first  five  'Ijooks'  of  the  Iliblc,  imd  is 
commonly  Itnown  as  the  Ptnlid'^teh.  Pontateucli  ie  made  up  of 
two  Oreek  vrords,  '  Pente,'  which  means  'fiTe,'  and  '  Tt-uchoB,' 
Tvhicli  iu  late  Gi-oek  meauB  '  boob.' 

This  is  the  account  which  wt;  hjtvo  of  Ezra's  journey  and  doings. 
Furt  of  it  is  taken,  more  or  less  vtrbaiim,  from  his  own  memoirs. 

Now  after  these  things,  in  the  rei^n  of  Artaxerxes  king 
of  Persia,  Ezra  the  son  of  Seraiah,  the  son  of  Azariah,  the 
soil  of  Ililkiiiti,  the  son  of  Shnllutu,  the  son  of  Zndok,  the  son 
of  Ahituli,  the  son  of  Aiimriiili,  the  son  of  Azariah,  the  son 
of  Meraioth,  llie  son  of  ZtTaliiali,  the  son  of  Uzzi,  the  son  of 
Bukki,  the  son  of  Ahinhuji,  the  son  of  PhinehaH,  the  son  of 
Eleazar,  the  son  of  Aai-on  the  chief  priest ;  this  Eznt  went 
up  from  Babylon ;  and  he  was  a  ready  scribe  in  the  law  of 
Moses,  which  the  Lrord  God  of  Israel  had  given :  and  the 
king  grantrd  him  all  Ins  request,  according  to  tlie  hand  of 
the  Lord  his  God  upon  him.  Aud  there  went  up  some  of 
the  chihlren  of  Israel,  and  of  the  priests,  and  the  LevJtes, 
and  the  siiigers,  and  the  porters,  unto  Jerusalem,  in  the 
seventh  year  of  Artaxerxes  the  kiiij^.  And  he  came  to 
Jerusalem  in  the  fifth  month,  in  the  seventh  year  of  the 
king.  For  upon  the  drst  day  of  the  first  moHth  Iicgan  he 
to  go  up  from  Babylon,  and  oti  the  first  day  of  the  fifth 
niontli  came  he  to  Jerusalem,  according  to  the  g'ood  hand  of 
his  God  upon  hhu.  For  E/.ra  had  directed  Ms  heart  to  seek 
the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  to  do  it,  and  to  teach  in  Israel 
statutes  and  judgements. 

Now  this  in  the  copy  of  tlic  letter  that  the  king'  Artaxerxes 
gave  unto  Ezra  tlie  priest,  the  scribe,  even  the  scril>e  of  the 
words  of  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  and  of  his  statutes 
to  Israel.  Arfcixerxes,  king  of  kings,  unto  Ezra  the  priest, 
the  scribe  of  the  law  of  the  God  of  heaven,  and  so  fortli. 
I  make  a  decree,  that  all  they  of  the  people  of  Israel,  and 
their  priests  and  Levites,  in  my  realm,  who  are  minded  of 
their  own  free  will  to  go  to  Jerusalem,  go  with  thee.  Foras- 
much as  thou  art  sent  of  the  king  and  liis  seven  counsellors. 
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to  inquire  c«)nceminp  Jiidah  and  Jeruejilem,  according  to  the 
law  of  thy  God  which  is  in  thine  hand;  and  to  carry  the 
silver  and  S'^ld,  which  the  king  and  his  counsellors  have 
freely  offered  unto  the  Uod  of  Israel,  whose  huhitatiuii  is  in 
Jerusateni,  and  all  the  aUrt'r  and  gold  that  tliou  niayest  find 
in  all  the  province  of  Bahyton,  with  the  freewill  offering  of 
the  people,  ami  of  the  priests,  offering  willingly  for  the  house 
of  their  God  which  is  in  Jerusalem ;  therefore  thmi  shalt 
buy  with  this  money  bullockg,  rams,  lambs,  with  their  meal 
offerings  and  their  drink  ollerings,  and  offer  them  upon  the 
altar  of  the  house  of  your  (jod  which  Ih  in  Jerusalem.  Aral 
wliatsoevcr  shall  seem  good  Ui  thee  and  to  thy  brethren  to  do 
with  the  rest  of  the  silver  and  the  gold,  that  tlo  after  the  will 
of  your  God.  The  vessels  also  that  are  given  thee  for  the 
Bcrvice  of  the  house  of  thy  God,  deliver  thou  before  the  God 
of  Jerusalem.  Ajid  whatsoever  more  shall  be  needful  for  the 
house  of  thy  God,  which  thcju  shalt  have  occasion  to  bestow, 
bestrOW  it  out  of  the  king's  treasure  house. 

And  I,  even  I  Artaxerxes  the  king,  do  make  a  decree  to 
all  the  treasurers  who  are  beyond  the  river,  that  whatso- 
ever Ezra  the  priest,  the  scribe  of  the  law  of  the  God  of 
heaven,  shall  require  of  you,  it  be  done  exactly,  unto  an 
hundred  talents  of  silver,  an<l  to  an  hundred  measures  of 
wheat,  and  to  an  hundred  baths  of  wine,  and  to  an  hundred 
baths  of  oil,  and  salt  without  prescribing  how  much.  What- 
soever is  commanded  by  the  God  of  heaven,  let  it  be  diligently 
done  for  the  house  01  the  God  of  heaven;  for  why  should 
there  be  wrath  against  the  reahn  of  the  king  and  his  sons  ? 
Also  we  certify  you,  that  touching  any  of  the  priests  and 
Levites,  the  singers,  porters,  or  ministers  of  this  house  of 
God,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  impose  toll,  tribute,  or  custom 
U|Kin  them.  And  tliou,  Ezra,  after  the  wisdom  of  thy  God 
that  is  in  thine  hand,  set  nnigiHtrates  and  judges,  who  may 
judge  all  the  people  that  are  l>eyond  the  river,  all  such  as 
know  the  laws  of  thy  God ;  and  teach  ye  tliem  that  know 
them  not.  And  whosoever  will  not  do  the  law  of  thy  God, 
and  the  law  of  the  king,  let  judgement  be  executed  upon  him, 
iihcthcr  it  be  unto  death,  or  to  bauishuient,  or  to  coniiscation 
of  goods,  or  to  imprisonment. 

Blessed  he  the  Lord,  the  God  of  our  fathers,  who  hath  put 
such  a  thing  as  this  in  the  king's  heart,  to  beautify  the  Imuse 
of  the  Lord  which  is  in  Jerusalem  j  and  hath  extended  mercy 
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unto  nic  before  the  kuig,  ftnd  his  counsellors,  and  before  all 
the  kinij's  mighty  princea.  And  1  was  strengthened  iurronl- 
lug  to  the  hand  of  thi^  Ijcird  my  G«d  upon  nic,  and  I  gathered 
together  out  of  Israel  chief  men  to  ^o  up  with  me. 

Ezra  then  given  a  list  of  his  associates.     1068  men  had  joined 

Iiim,  exclusive  of  women  and  chiMren.     He  itTOffffh  thus: 

And  I  giLthercd  them  together  to  the  river  Ahava,  and  there 
we  encamped  three  days.  Then  i  proclaimed  a  fast  there, 
at  the  river  Ahavii,  that  we  miijht  humhlc  ourselves  before 
our  God,  to  seek  of  him  a  straight  niad,  for  us,  and  for  our 
little  ones,  and  for  all  our  suhstance.  For  I  was  ashamed  to 
require  of  the  king  a  band  of  soldiers  and  horsemen  to  help 
us  against  the  enemy  in  the  way :  because  we  had  spoken 
unto  the  king,  saying,  The  hand  of  our  God  is  upon  all  them 
that  seek  him,  for  good ;  but  his  povi-er  an<l  hia  WTath  is 
againiit  all  them  that  forsake  him.  So  we  fasted  and  be- 
sought our  God  for  this:  and  he  was  intreated  of  ua. 

Then  I  separated  twelve  of  the  chiefs  of  the  priests,  and 
Sherebinh,  Hashabiab,  and  ten  of  their  brethren  witli  them, 
and  weighed  unto  thciii  the  silver,  and  the  gold,  and  the  vessels, 
even  the  offering  for  the  house  of  our  Go<],  wliich  the  king,  and 
his  counsellors,  and  his  princes,  and  all  Israel  there  present, 
had  offered  :  I  even  weighed  into  their  hand  gix  himdred  and 
fifty  talents  of  silver,  and  silver  vessels  an  hundred  talents; 
of  gold  an  Imndrcd  talents  ;  and  twenty  tankard.-*  tif  gold, 
of  a  thousand  darics ;  and  two  vessels  of  glittering  brass, 
precious  us  gold.  And  I  said  unto  them,  Ye  are  holy  unto 
the  Lordj  and  the  vessela  are  holy ;  and  the  silver  and  the 
gold  are  ti  freewill  offering  unto  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers. 
Watch  ye,  and  keep  them,  until  yc  weigh  them  before  the 
chiefs  of  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  the  princes  of  the 
fathers'  liouses  of  Israel,  at  Jerusalem,  in  the  chambers  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord.  So  the  priests  and  the  Levites  re- 
ceived the  weight  of  the  silver  and  the  gold,  and  the  vessels, 
to  bring  them  to  Jerusalem  mito  the  house  of  our  God. 

Then  we  departed  from  the  river  of  Ahava  on  tlie  twelfth 
day  of  the  first  month,  to  go  unto  Jerusalem  :  and  the  hand 
of  our  God  was  upon  ua,  and  he  delivere<i  us  fmm  the  hand 
of  the  enemy  and  of  such  as  lay  in  wait  by  the  way.  And 
we  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  abode  there  three  days.  Ajid  on 
the  fourth  day  was  the  silver  and  the  gold  and  tbe  vessels 
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wcig-het!  in  the  house  nf  our  (md  into  the  hand  of  MertMunth 
the  son  of  Uriah  the  priest;  and  witli  }jini  was  Kleaxar  the 
son  of  Phinehns  j  and  with  them  was  Jozabnd  the  son  of 
Jcshua,  and  Nondiah  the  son  of  Binnui,  the  I^ovites;  the 
whole  by  number  and  by  weight :  and  all  the  weight  was 
written  down  at  that  time. 

Now  when  these  thini^s  were  done,  the  princes  came  to 
ine,  saying,  The  people  of  Israel,  and  the  priests  and  the 
Levites,  have  not  separated  themselves  from  the  peoples  of 
the  lands,  as  they  should  have  done  because  of  their  abomi- 
nations, even  from  the  Canaunites,  the  Hiltttes,  the  Pcriz- 
zites,  the  JchusiteSj  the  Ammonitea,  the  Moabitca,  the 
Ki^yptiatm,  and  tlie  Amoriti'S.  For  they  liave  taken  of 
their  daujfhters  for  themselves  and  for  their  sons  j  so  that 
the  holy  seed  have  mingled  themselves  with  the  peoples  of 
the  lands:  yea,  the  hand  of  the  princes  and  rulers  hath  been 
chief  iu  this  trespass.  And  when  I  heard  this  thing,  1  rent 
my  garment  and  my  mantle,  and  plucketl  olT  the  hair  o£  my 
head  an<i  oF  my  beard,  and  sat  down  astonied,  hecauae  of  tiie 
trespass  of  them  of  the  captivity. 

Then  were  assembled  unto  nic  every  one  that  trembled  at  the 
words  of  the  Ciod  of  Israel,  hut  I  sat  aiitonied  until  the  evening 
sacrifice.  And  at  the  evening  siicrifice  I  arose  up  from  my 
heaviness  ;  and  having  rent  my  garment  and  my  mantle,  I  fell 
upon  my  knees,  and  spread  out  my  hands  unto  the  Lord  my 
God ;  and  1  said,  ()  my  (i«d,  J  am  ushauied  and  blush  to  lift 
up  my  face  to  thee,  my  (Jod  :  for  itur  ini(|uitirs  are  incrcjised 
over  our  head,  and  our  ginltiness  is  grown  up  unto  the 
heavens.  Since  the  days  of  our  fathers  have  we  been  in 
a  great  trespass  unto  this  day;  and  for  our  iniquities  have 
we,  our  kings,  and  our  priests,  been  delivered  into  the  hand 
of  the  kings  of  the  lantls,  to  the  swurtl,  tu  captivity,  and  to 
spoiling,  and  to  confusion  of  face,  aa  it  is  this  day.  And 
now  for  a  little  nu>ment  grace  hath  been  shewed  from  the 
Ijord  our  Go*l,  to  leave  us  a  remnant  to  eacai)e,  and  to  give 
VIS  a  nail  in  liis  holy  place,  that  our  God  may  lighten  our 
eyes,  and  give  us  a  little  reviving  in  our  bondage.  For  we 
are  bondmen;  yet  our  God  hath  not  forsaken  us  in  our 
l^oridage,  but  hath  extende<l  mercy  unto  us  in  the  sight  of 
the  kings  of  Persia,  to  give  us  a  reviving,  Ut  set  up  the  house 
of  otir  God,  and  to  repair  the  desolations  thereof,  and  to  give 
us  a  wall  iu  Judali  and  in  Jerusalem. 
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And  noWj  O  our  God,  what  shall  wp  say  after  this? 
for  wc  hiive  forsaken  thy  commimdnientSj  which  thou  hast 
cotmnaudcd  by  thy  scrviints  the  prophets,  Raying,  The 
land,  unto  wliicli  ye  (iv  to  possess  it,  is  lui  unclean  laiid 
becHuse  of  the  filthniess  of  thr  propU's  of  the  lands,  thntu^h 
their  abominations,  which  have  filled  it  from  one  end  to 
another  with  their  uncleanness.  Now  therefore  give  not 
your  daughters  unto  their  sons,  neither  take  their  daugh- 
ters unto  your  sons,  rior  seek  their  peace  or  their  well 
being  ffir  ever:  that  yr  may  he  strong,  and  eat  the  good 
of  tlie  land,  and  leave  it  for  an  inheritanre  to  your  chil- 
dren for  ever.  And  after  all  that  is  come  upon  us  for  our 
evil  deeds,  and  for  our  ^eat  trespass  guilt,  seeing  that 
thuu  our  God  hiist  punished  us  less  than  our  iniquities 
deserve,  and  hast  given  us  such  a  residue,  should  we  again 
break  thy  connnaiidnicnts,  and  join  in  affinity  with  the 
peoples  of  these  Jibominations?  wouldest  not  thou  be  angry 
with  us  till  thou  hadst  consumed  us,  so  that  there  should  be 
no  remnant,  nor  escaping  f  O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  thou  art 
righteous ;  for  we  remain  yet  cscupcd,,  as  it  is  this  day : 
behold,  we  are  before  thee  in  our  trespasses  j  for  we  cannot 
stand  before  thee  because  of  this. 

NovF  while  Ezra  prayed,  and  made  confession,  weeping 
and  casting  himself  down  before  the  house  of  God,  there 
assembled  unto  him  out  of  Israel  a  very  great  congregation 
of  mei]  and  women  and  children:  for  the  people  wept  very 
sore.  And  Shccaniah  the  son  of  Jebiel,  one  of  the  sons  of 
Elan),  answered  and  said  unto  Ezra,  We  have  trespassed 
against  our  God,  and  have  married  foreign  women  of  the 
peoples  of  the  laud:  yet  now  there  is  hope  for  Israel  con- 
cerning this  thing.  Now  therefore  let  ua  make  a  covenant 
with  our  God  to  put  away  all  the  wives,  and  sucli  as  are 
Iwrn  of  them,  according  to  the  counsel  of  my  lord,  and  of 
those  that  tremble  at  the  commaudment  of  our  God ;  and  let 
it  be  done  according  to  the  law.  Arise ;  for  this  matter 
belongeth  unto  thee ;  we  also  will  be  with  thee :  be  of  good 
courage,  nnd  do  it. 

Then  arose  Ezra,  and  made  the  chiefs  of  the  priests, 
the  Levitfis,  and  all  Israel,  to  swear  that  they  would  do 
according  to  this  word.  And  they  aware.  Then  Ezra 
rose  up  from  before  the  house  of  God,  and  went  into  the 
chamber  of  Jehohanan  the  son  of  Eliaahib :  and  he  passed 


the  night  there;  he  did  eat  no  bread,  nor  drink  water: 
for  he  mourned  because  of  the  transg^rcssion  of  them  that 
had  been  ciirried  into  exile.  And  they  made  pa-oclania- 
lion  throughout  Judali  and  JtTusiJeui  unto  all  the  eliildren 
of  the  captivity,  that  they  should  giither  themselves  together 
unto  Jerusalem  ;  and  that  whosoever  would  not  come  within 
three  days,  according  to  the  counsel  of  the  princes  and  the 
eldera,  all  his  substance  shoiUd  be  forfeited,  and  himself 
separated  frotu  the  congregation  of  those  that  had  been 
carried  away. 

Tlien  all  the  men  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  gathered 
themselves  togetber  unto  Jerusalem  withisi  the  three  days; 
it  was  the  ninth  month,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the 
month :  and  all  the  people  sat  in  the  open  place  before 
the  house  of  God,  trenibUng  because  of  this  matter,  and 
for  the  great  rain.  And  Ezra  the  priest  stood  ijp,  and 
said  unto  them,  Ye  have  traimgresaed,  and  have  married 
foreign  women^  to  increase  the  trespass  of  Israel.  Now 
therefore  make  confession  unto  the  Lord  God  of  your 
fathers,  atid  do  his  pleasure :  and  separate  yourselves  from 
the  peoples  of  tlie  laud,  and  from  the  foreign  women.  Then 
all  the  congregation  answered  and  said  with  a  loud  voice. 
As  thou  hast  said  concerning  us,  so  must  we  do.  But  the 
people  are  many,  and  it  is  a  time  of  much  rain,  and  we 
are  not  able  to  stand  without,  neither  is  this  a  work  of  one 
day  or  two:  ff>r  we  have  greatly  traimgressed  in  this  thing. 
Let  now  our  rulers  he  appointed  for  all  the  congregation, 
and  let  all  them  that  are  in  our  cities  who  have  married 
foreign  women  come  at  appointed  times,  and  with  them  the 
elders  of  every  city,  and  the  judges  thereof,  until  the  wrath 
of  our  God  for  this  matter  be  turried  from  us. 

Only  Jonathan  the  son  of  Asahel  aud  Jahzeiah  the  sdu  of 
TIkvah  stood  up  against  this  resolution,  and  MeshuUam  and 
Shabbethui  the  Letite  helped  them.  But  the  children  of 
the  captivity  did  accordingly.  And  Ezra  the  priest  chose 
certidn  heads  of  fathers'  houses,  after  their  fathers'  houses, 
and  ail  of  them  by  their  iiaaties;  and  they  sat  down  in  the 
first  day  of  the  tenth  month  to  examme  the  matter.  And 
they  made  an  end  with  all  the  men  that  had  married  foreign 
women  by  the  first  day  of  the  first  month. 

Th«n  there  follows  a  list  of  lh«  tmnsgitssurF,  including  Mventeen 
priests,  ten  Levites,  and  eigbty-six  laymen.     Ezra  proceeds  th"' * 
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All  these  hud  taken  fureigti  wives,  and — 

Here  tlie  menioira  (omittinr;  fivp  worris  whicli  are  corrupt 
nud  unt)«iislatalilft)  (iinltfpiily  break  off.  Wa  may  agsunie  that 
the  foraii^ii  wives  were  expelled.  Tliis  sterna  to  us  u  borribly  cruel 
resulutiuij,  liit  if  th»;re  was  a  p(iss<il)i]ity  of  renl  idolHtry  recurnug  aa 
in  till'  ilujs  uf  Aliazor  Manast^h,  it  may  have  been  partially  jnatified 
by  the  greatnoM  of  the  danger.  It  ip,  however,  very  difficult  to 
imagine  that  so  mtblesa  u  step  wns  really  necessary  ur  right. 

§  5.  The  Book  of  Fiuth  was  iii  all  prubability  written  about  this 
time  to  protest  ngaln^t  bu  exclusive  pidicy.  ItutJi  the  Mt.»abil«»s 
can  iK'fOine  as  good  a  Jewi-ss  as  llie  purest  lilnoded  in  the  laud ,  ami 
filie  is  the  ancestress  of  the  great  nnliotial  hero  David,  There  were 
('Onie  gvntler  and  wider  flpirlttt  in  It-rael  who  »<aw  that  the  uiis^on 
of  the  Jews  WU.S  not  to  expel  and  to  reject,  but  to  teuch  nud  to 
convert,  mid  Ihai  their  aim  thuiild  be  not  to  exclude  hut  to  expand. 
One  of  them  was  a  prophet,  and  a  roble  fragment  pf  his  work  still 
hurviveK.  Would  thjit  his  policy  and  iiipiralions  had  found  more 
(ollowing  and  succesB  I  He  ia  no  less  keen  a  Jew  than  Ezra  Riul 
the  riguritits,  and  the  sa  net  ill  cation  of  the  Sabbath  is  as  important 
to  him  as  to  Neheiuinh. 

Thus  saith  the  Ltird,  keep  ye  jud^-iiient,  ami  do  righteous- 
ness :  for  my  KiLlvntJon  i.s  near  to  conic,  and  mj-  rightfousness 
to  lie  revealed.  Blessed  ie  the  niiin  that  doeth  this,  and  the 
8on  of  iiKiTi  lliat  holdcth  fast  by  it ;  that  kecpcth  the  sabbath 
from  peJIutini;  it,  ami  keepeth  hia  hand  from  tluiug  any  evil. 
Ami  let  not  the  forcifriicr  that  hath  joined  himself  to  the 
Lord,  speiik,  suyiiij;,  TJie  Lord  will  surely  separate  ine  from 
luB  people.  For  tims  saith  the  Lord  unto  the  foreigners,  that 
join  tbeinwlvee  to  the  Lord,  to  serve  him,  and  to  love  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  to  be  his  servants,  every  one  that  keepeth 
the  sabbath  from  polluting  it,  uiiJ  taketh  hold  of  niy 
covenant;  even  them  will  I  liring  to  my  holy  mountain, 
and  make  them  joyful  in  my  house  of  prayer;  their  burnt 
offerinijs  and  tlieir  sacrifices  shaU  be  accepted  upon  mine 
jdtar:  for  mine  house  shall  he  called  an  house  of  prayer  for 
all  ])eoplea.  The  Lord  God  who  gathereth  the  outcasts  of 
Israel  saith,  Yet  will  I  gather  others  to  him,  beside  those  of 
him  that  are  gathered. 

§  6.  Ezra's  inemoire,  a*  wo  have  just  seen,  break  nfT  Fuddenly. 
"What  hftp]ieued  afterwards  h  coajcctai-al.  It  is  likely  that  in 
Kever.iL  eases  the  hushatiilB  uf  tlie  ejected  wives  followed  them  into 


exile,  and  thiit  tlii^y  IkeJped  to  kindle  »  flame  of  anger  iiinl  revenge 
Binong  tlie  tieighliOLTiLg  ctiniin unities  wliote  dttughtera  liad  thiia 
l>aeti  exposed  to  indignity.  Botli  within  and  withnut  JerusLilem  llif-re 
aeenia  tu  bave  been  oppos-ition  to  Exrtt's  policy.  Kara,  therelore, 
iimj  IjRve  (liouglit  tlmfc  lie  could  not  develop  liis  plans  farther, 
until  lie  lioil  inade  Jerupaleni  itself  moio  secure  {mm  nttack.  It  m 
tiippoaed  thftt  he  attempted  to  rebuild  its  walls,  atid  muke  it  oni-e 
more  a  fortified  city.  But  liia  enemiee  induced  tlie  PL-rsiati 
officials  to  repreaeut  to  the  kiiig-  lliat  this  nttempted  fortification 
was  a  first  btt^p  towards  reliellioii.  ArUixerxea  accordingly  gave 
or(IeT3  that  the  work  should  be  stopped:  the  new  walls  were 
hrokeu  down.  Orf at  wiis  the  satisfaction  of  Ezra's  opponentp ; 
his  iuflueucf!  was  destroyed,  aud  it  is  quite  possiblft  that  Sfveral  of 
the  men  who  lind  followed  their  wives  into  exile  may  now  huve 
returned  with  them  lo  JerueAlfm.  It  is  an  isohited  and  mi^plilced 
chapter  of  the  Book  of  Ezra  which  hna  pnggcpled  the  ahore 
conjectural  course  of  eveuti  to  many  &cholart<.  That  misplaced 
chapter  runa  thus : — - 


And  in  the  days  of  Artuxerxt-s  wrote  Bislilani,  Mithredath, 
Tiibecl,  und  the  rest  of  their  conipaniousj  unto  Artiixcrxes 
king  flf  PtTsiii ;  and  tlic  writing  of  the  letter  wjis  written  in 
AnLtnaic.  Uehum  the  chanrrllor  and  Shimshiii  the  scribe 
wrote  a  letter  against  Jerusuletn  to  Artaxerxes  tlie  king-  in 
this  8ort:  Rehuin  the  cliancellor,  and  Shinishai  the  scribe, 
atid  the  rest  of  their  conipanioiiH ;  the  Dinuites,  and  the 
Apharsatbchites,  the  Tarpelites,  the  Apharaites,  the  AiThev- 
ites.  the  Babylonians,  the  Shushanchiles,  tlie  Dehaites,  the 
Elamitesj  and  the  rest  of  the  nations  whom  the  ^reat  and 
noble  Osnapper  brought  over,  aud  set  in  the  city  of  Sanjaria, 
and  in  the  rest  of  the  cities  beyontl  the  river,  and  so  forth. 

This  is  the  copy  of  the  letter  tlmt  they  sent  unto  Artaxerxea 
the  king :  Thy  servants  the  men  beyond  tlie  rivcr^  and  so 
forth.  Be  it  ktiown  unto  the  king,  that  the  Jews  w^ho  cjiine 
up  from  thee  are  come  unto  JcrusiJem ;  they  are  building 
the  walls  of  the  rebellinua  and  the  bad  city,  and  have  repaired 
the  foundations.  Be  it  known  now  unto  the  king,  that^  i£ 
this  city  be  buildedj  and  the  walls  set  up  again,  tliey  will  not 
pay  toll,  tribute,  or  custom,  and  it  will  at  last  bring  damage 
to  the  kings.  Now  because  we  eat  the  salt  of  the  palace,  and 
it  is  not  meet  for  us  to  see  the  king's  dishonour,  therefore 
have  we  sent  and  certiHed  the  king;  tliat  seareh  may  be  nnidc 
in  the  book  of  the  records  of  thy  fathers :  so  shalt  thuu  find 


522 


THE   BIBLE   FOR   HOME  READING 


in  the  book  of  the  records,  and  know  that  this  city  ia  a 
rebelliouB  city,  and  hurtful  unto  kings  and  pronnces,  and 
that  they  have  moved  sedition  within  the  same  of  old  time: 
lor  which  cause  wiis  tliis  city  ilcstroyed.  We  certify  llic  kiii^ 
that,  if  this  city  be  Imilded,  and  the  walls  set  up,  by  this 
mean»ii  thou  shalt  liavc  no  portion  lieyond  the  river. 

Then  sent  the  king  an  answer  unto  Rehum  the  chancellor, 
and  to  Shiuishai  the  scribe,  and  to  the  rest  of  their  companions 
that  dwell  in  Samaria,  and  in  the  rest  of  tlic  cities  beyond  the 
river.  Peace,  and  so  forth.  The  letter  which  ye  sent  unto  us 
hath  been  plainly  read  Iwforc  me.  And  1  conimandcfl,  and 
search  hath  been  made,  and  it  is  found  that  this  city  of  old 
time  hath  made  insurrection  against  kings,  and  that  rebellion 
and  sedition  have  been  made  therein.  There  have  been 
mighty  kini^s  also  over  Jerusalem,  who  have  ruled  over  all 
the  country  beyond  the  river ;  and  toll,  tribute,  and  custom 
was  paid  unto  them.  Give  ye  now  conunandment  t*^  cause 
these  men  to  cease,  and  that  this  city  be  not  budded,  until 
another  commandment  shall  be  given  by  me.  Take  heed  that 
ye  fail  not  to  do  this :  why  should  damage  grow  to  the  hurt 
of  the  ktnga  ? 

No\r  when  the  copy  of  king  Art^ixerxes'  letter  was  read 
before  Rehum,  and  Shimshai  the  scribe,  and  their  com- 
panions, they  went  up  iti  haste  to  Jerusalem  unto  the  Jews, 
and  made  them  to  cease  by  force  and  power. 

§  7.  The  noise  of  tlieso  events  was  uot  long  in  reaching  Babylon. 
Yet  whether  tliis  attempted  rebuilding  of  the  walls  of  Jenisalem 
and  its  failure  tnok  place  Boon  after  tbe  expulsion  of  the  foreign 
wives  or  cot,  ia  quite  uncertain.  The  ehroDology  is  very  obscure. 
If  it  took  place  soi>n  after  the  expulsion,  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
anderetand  why  llie  re&nlt  of  it  came  as  a  slioek  and  surprise  to 
Nehemiftli  (ns  we  shall  soou  hear)  some  twelve  years  Inter.  If 
there  was  a  long  interval  tetweeii  the  expulsion  nnd  the  attempted 
rebuildiag,  what  was  Ezra  doioj^  in  the  meanwhile?  However 
this  may  he,  whiit  we  next  Iipar  dates  from  about  the  year  44.5, 
and  comes  from  the  memoirs  of  Nehemiah.  Ncheniiah  was  a  trusted 
officer  of  the  king  of  Peraia,  but  he  was  alpo  a  devoted  Jew.  He 
was  a  mau  of  strong  feeling :  a  good  friend  aiirl  a  fierce  hater. 
He  wae  Bomewhat  too  conscious  of  his  own  merits,  aud  over 
anxiGUS  for  their  due  reward  from  God.  He  forgot  that  a  good 
deed  is  its  own  reward,  and  be  fiometimes  iifl'euda  ua  by  atteiiiptiiig' 
in  a  rather  abeurd  way  to  reiaind  God  of  his  services  to  the  cause 
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of  Judaism  and  religion.  Ncvertlieless  lie  liad  in  many  ways 
a  noble  clmracter  :  he  was  zealous,  Lmvc,  high-miudcd  aud  sincere. 
His  ferreut  belief  that  he  is  fightinjf  I'or  the  righteoua  cause,  and 
his  ever-present  consoiouEnefa  of  Iiia  own  rectitude  of  purpose, 
produced  in  him  the  typfs  of  character  whicli  in  hiter  jiges  becomes 
faDiiliar  to  us  iu  the  iiohler  cruaadt-TS,  aud  above  all  in  the  eovo- 
rautere  of  Scotltuid.  This  is  how  the  bcxik  which  hears  Lis  uame 
beghis  : 

The  words  of  Nehemiah  the  son  of  Hacitliah, 
Now  it  came  to  puss  in  the  month  Chislev,  in  the  twentieth 
year,  as  1  was  iu  Shuahun  the  castle,  that  Hunani,  one  of 
my  brethren,  camCj  he  and  certain  men  out  of  Judah  j  and 
I  askfd  them  concerning  the  Jews  that  had  esraped,  who 
were  left  of  the  captivity,  and  concerning  Jerusalem.  And 
they  said  unto  me.  The  remnant  that  are  left  of  the  captivity 
there  in  the  province  are  in  ^eat  affliction  and  reproach  : 
the  wall  of  Jerusalem  alfto  is  broken  douTi,  and  the  gates 
thereof  are  burned  with  fire. 

And  it  came  to  pass^  when  I  heard  these  words,  that 
I  sat  down  and  wept,  and  mourned  certain  days;  and  I 
fasted  and  prayed  before  the  God  of  heaven,  and  said, 
I  bt'seech  thee,  O  Lord,  the  God  of  heaven,  the  g'reat 
and  terrible  God,  that  keepcth  covenant  and  mercy  with 
them  that  love  hitn  and  keep  his  commandments :  let 
thine  car  now  be  attentive,  and  thiiie  eyes  open,  that  thou 
mayest  hear  the  pmyer  of  tliy  servant,  which  I  pray  before 
thee  now,  day  and  niglit,  for  the  cltiUlrcn  of  Ismel  thy 
servants,  and  cinifess  the  sins  of  the  children  of  Israel,  which 
we  have  sinned  against  thee :  yea,  both  I  and  my  father's 
house  have  ginned.  We  have  dealt  very  corruptly  against 
thee,  aud  have  not  kept  the  commandments,  nor  the  statutes, 
nor  the  Judgements,  which  thou  contmandedst  thy  servant 
Moses,  Remember,  I  beseech  thee,  the  word  that  thou  coni- 
niandedst  thy  8er%'ant  Moses,  efiying-,  If  ye  trespass,  I  will 
scatter  you  abroad  among  the  peoples  :  hut  if  ye  return  unto 
me,  and  keep  my  commandments  and  do  them,  though  your 
outcasts  were  in  the  uttermost  part  of  the  heaven,  yet  will 
I  gather  them  from  thence,  and  will  bring  them  unto  the 
place  that  1  have  chosen  to  set  my  name  there.  Now  these 
are  thy  servants  and  thy  people,  whom  thou  hast  redeemed 
by  thy  great  power,  and  by  thy  strong  h^nd.  O  Lord, 
1  beseech  thee,  let  now  thine  ear  be  attentive  to  the  prayer 
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of  thy  servant,  and  to  tlie  prayer  of  thy  Hen*ant»,  who  dpsire 
to  fear  thy  name:  Kntl  prosper,  I  pray  thee,  thy  Sifnant  this 
day,  nnd  grant  him  mercy  in  the  sight  of  this  man.  (For 
1  wiis  the  king's  cupbeaixT.) 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  tlie  month  NJsan.  in  tlie  twentieth 
year  oF  ArtjLxcrxpH  the  king,  that  wine  was  liefore  hJni ;  and 
I  took  up  the  wine,  and  gave  it  nnto  the  king.  Now  I  had 
not  been  heforctime  sad  in  his  presence.  And  the  king  s:ud 
unto  ine,  Wijy  is  thy  countenance  sad,  seeing  tliou  art  not 
aiek  ?  this  is  nothing  else  but  sorrow  of  heart.  Then  1  was 
very  sore  afraid.  And  I  said  unto  the  king,  Let  the  king 
live  for  ever :  why  should  not  my  countenance  be  sad,  when 
the  city,  tlie  place  of  my  fathers'  sepulchres,  lieth  waste,  and 
the  gates  thereof  are  consumed  with  fire  ?  Then  the  king  said 
unto  nie.  For  what  dost  thou  make  request  ?  So  1  prayed  to 
the  God  of  heaven. 

And  I  siiid  unto  the  king.  If  it  please  the  king,  and  if 
thy  servant  liave  found  favour  iu  thy  sight,  that  tliou  wouldest 
send  me  unto  Judah,  unto  the  city  of  my  fathers'  i°;epiilchres, 
that  1  may  build  it.  And  the  king  &aid  unto  uie,  (the  qucca 
also  silting  by  him,)  For  how  long  sliaU  thy  journey  be  ?  and 
when  wilt  thou  return  ?  So  it  pleased  the  king  to  send  me  ; 
and  I  set  him  a  time. 

Moreover  I  Raid  unto  the  king.  If  it  please  the  king,  let 
letters  be  given  me  to  the  governors  beyond  the  river,  that 
they  may  let  mc  pass  through  till  I  come  unto  Judah  ;  and 
a  letter  unto  Asaph  the  keeper  of  the  king's  forest,  that  lie 
may  give  mc  timber  to  make  beams  for  the  gates  of  the 
castle  which  appertaineth  to  the  temple,  and  for  the  wall  of 
the  city,  and  for  the  house  that  1  sludl  enter  into.  And  the 
king  granted  me,  according  to  the  good  hand  of  my  God 
upon  me. 

Then  I  came  to  the  governors  beyond  the  river,  and  gave 
them  the  king's  letters.  Now  the  king  had  sent  with  me 
captains  of  the  army  and  horsemen.  And  when  Saiiballat 
the  Horonite,  and  Tobiah  the  servant,  the  Ammonite,  heard 
of  it,  it  grieved  them  exceedingly,  for  that  there  w!ih  come 
a  man  to  seek  the  welfare  of  the  children  of  Israel,  So  I 
came  to  Jerusalem,  and  was  there  three  days. 

And  I  arose  in  the  night,  I  and  some  icw  men  with  mc ; 
neither  told  I  any  man  what  my  God  had  put  into  my  heart 
to  do  fur  Jerusalem :  neither  was  ther* 
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save  tlie  benst  that  I  rode  upon.  And  I  went  nut  by  night 
by  the  valley  ff;*tp,  even  toward  the  dragon's  wellj  and  to  the 
dung  g'iite,  and  \-iewed  the  walls  of  Jenisaleni,  which  were 
broken  dowii,  and  the  gates  tliereoJ  were  consumed  Trith  fire. 
Then  I  went  on  to  the  fountain  gate  iind  to  the  Uini^s  pool : 
but  tlterc  was  no  place  for  the  beast  that  was  under  nie  to 
pass.  Then  went  I  up  in  the  night  by  the  bmoh,  and  viewed 
the  wail ;  and  I  turned  back,  and  entered  by  the  valley  Rate, 
and  so  returned.  And  the  rulers  knew  not  whither  I  went, 
or  what  I  did ;  neither  had  I  as  yet  told  it  to  the  JewSj  nor 
to  the  priests^  nor  to  the  nobles,  nor  to  the  rulers,  nor  to  the 
rest  that  did  the  ivork. 

Then  said  I  unto  thenij  Te  see  the  distress  that  we  are 
in,  how  Jerusalem  lieth  waste,  and  the  gates  thereof  are 
burned  with  fire:  come  and  let  us  build  up  the  wall  of 
Jcrusidcm,  that  we  be  no  more  a  reproach.  And  I  told 
them  of  the  hand  of  my  God  which  was  good  upon  me; 
as  also  of  the  king^s  words  that  he  had  spoken  unto 
me.  And  they  said.  Let  us  rise  up  and  build.  So  they 
strengthened  their  hands  for  this  good  work.  But  when 
Sanbullat  the  Horoiiite,  and  Tobiah  the  aerrant,  the  Ammonite, 
and  Geahem  the  Arabian,  heard  it,  they  laughed  us  to  scorn, 
anil  despised  us,  and  said,  What  is  this  thing  that  ye  do  ?  will 
ye  rebel  against  the  king  ?  Then  answered  1  them^  and  s;ud 
unto  them.  The  God  of  heaven,  he  will  prosper  us ;  therefore 
we  his  servanta  will  arise  aud  biuld :  but  ye  have  no  portion, 
nor  nght,  nor  memorial,  in  Jerusalem. 

§  8.  Ntliemiah  tLeu  gives  a  long  list  of  the  vnriouB  porwns  who 
undertook  to  rebiiild  various  iiortions  of  the  wall.  He  proc^edB 
thus: 

But  it  came  to  pass  that,  when  Sanballat  heard  that  we 
builded  the  wall,  he  was  wroth,  and  took  great  indigration, 
and  mocked  the  Jews.  And  he  spake  before  his  bi-elhren 
and  the  army  of  Samaria,  and  said.  What  do  these  feeble 
Jews?  will  they  fortify  tbemsii'lveH  ?  will  they  sacrifice  ?  will 
they  make  an  end  in  a  day  ?  will  they  revive  the  stones  out 
of  the  heaps  of  rubbish,  which  arc  burned  ?  Now  Tobiah 
the  Ammonite  was  by  him,  and  be  said,  Even  that  which  they 
build,  if  a  fox  go  itp,  he  shall  break  down  their  stone  wall. 
Hear,  O  our  God ;  for  we  are  despised ;  and  turn  their 
reproach  u|M>n  their  own  head,  and  give  them  for  a  prey  in 


526 


THE    BIBLE    FOR    HOME    READING 


the  land  of  captivity.  And  cover  not  their  iniquity^  and  let 
not  their  sin  be  blotte<i  out  from  before  thee.  But  we  con- 
tinued to  build  the  wtdl ;  und  ull  the  wall  was  juiued  together 
unto  the  ImlF  thereof:  for  the  pL-uple  had  u  mind  to  work. 

But  it  ciiiiie  to  pastn  that,  when  Sanbattat,  and  Tobiali,  and 
the  Arabians^  and  the  Ammonites,  and  the  Ashdodites,  heard 
that  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  went  forward,  and  that  the 
breaches  bef<im  to  be  sto[)ped,  then  they  were  very  wroth ; 
and  they  conspired  all  of  tbem  toj^ether  to  come  and  fight 
against  Jerui^alem,  and  to  hinder  us.  But  we  made  our 
prayer  uuUj  our  Ciod,  and  set  a  watch  a|fain»t  them  day  and 
nif^Fit,  because  of  them.  And  the  Jews  srud,  The  strength 
of  the  bearers  of  burdens  is  decayed^  and  there  is  much 
rubbish ;  so  that  wc  are  not  able  to  build  the  wall. 

And  our  adversarica  said,  They  shall  not  know,  neither  see, 
till  we  come  iiito  the  midst  of  them,  and  slay  tbem,  and  cause 
the  work  to  cease.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  the  Jews 
who  dwelt  by  them  came,  and  reported  rnito  iis  ten  times 
from  all  places  that  which  they  had  devised  ajjaiiist  us. 
Therefnre  set  I  in  the  lowest  parts  of  the  space  behind  the 
wall  the  pe<jple  after  ttieir  families  with  tlieir  swords,  their 
spears,  and  their  bows.  And  I  said  unto  the  nobles,  and  to 
the  rulers,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  people.  Be  not  ye  afraid  of 
thcui:  remember  the  Lord,  who  is  j^reat  and  terrible,  and 
fight  for  your  brethren,  your  sons  and  your  daugliters,  your 
wives  and  your  houses.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  our 
enemies  heard  that  it  was  known  unto  us,  and  God  had 
bronjrht  their  counsel  to  nonght,  that  we  returned  all  of  us 
to  the  wall,  every  one  unto  his  work. 

And  it  came  to  pass  from  that  time  forth,  that  half  of  my 
l>eople  wrought  in  the  work,  and  half  of  them  held  the  swordii 
and  the  s pears,  the  Bhieldfl,and  the  bows,  and  the  haberg-cona  ; 
and  the  rulers  were  behind  all  the  Jews  that  biiilded  the  wall. 
And  they  that  hare  burdens  were  also  ready  for  battle;  every 
one  with  one  of  his  hands  wrouErht  in  the  work,  and  with  the 
other  held  his  weapon ;  and  the  builders,  every  one  liad  his 
flword  girded  by  his  side,  and  so  builded.  And  he  that  sounded 
the  trumpet  was  by  me.  And  I  said  unto  the  nobles,  and  to 
the  rulers,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  people,  The  work  is  great 
and  large,  and  we  are  separated  upon  the  wall,  one  far  from 
another :  in  what  place  soever  ye  hear  the  sound  of  the 
trumpet,  resort  ye  thither  unto  us  j  our  God  shall  fight  for  us. 
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So  we  wrought  in  the  work :  and  lialf  of  them  held  the 
spears  from  the  rising  of  the  luornins;  till  the  stars  appeared. 
LikewiBP  at  the  same  time  said  I  unto  the  prople,  Let  every 
one  with  his  people  lodg'e  within  Jeriisiilemj  that  in  tlie  ni_^ht 
they  may  be  a  guard  to  ua,  and  may  labour  in  the  day.  So 
neitJter  I,  nor  my  bretliren,  nor  my  servatats,  nor  the  men  of 
the  guard  which  followed  uie,  none  of  us  put  off  our  clothes; 
every  one  had  his  weapon  by  his  right  Imnd. 

^  9.  And  there  was  a  great  cry  of  the  people  and  of  tlieir 
wives  aga.iQ8t  their  brethren  the  Jews.  For  there  were  that  said, 
We  have  to  pledge  our  sons  and  our  daughters  that  we  may 
get  com,  that  we  may  eat  and  live.  Some  also  tliere  were 
tJiat  said.  We  are  mortgaging  our  fields,  and  our  vhipyarda, 
and  our  houses,  that  we  may  buy  corn,  hecausc  of  the  dearth. 
There  were  also  tb:it  said^  We  have  borrowed  money  for  the 
king's  tribute  upon  our  fields  and  our  vineyards.  Yet  now 
our  flesh  is  as  the  flesh  of  our  brethren,  our  children  as  their 
children:  and,  lo,  we  bring  into  bondage  our  sons  and  our 
daughters  to  be  servants,  and  some  of  our  daughters  are 
brought  into  bond:ige  ab'eady :  neither  is  it  in  our  power  to 
avoid  it ;  for  other  men  have  our  lands  and  our  vineyards. 
And  I  was  veiy  angry  when  I  heard  their  cry  and  these  words. 

Then  1  consulted  with  myself,  and  contended  with  the  tiobks 
and  the  rulers,  and  said  unto  them.  Ye  exact  usury,  every 
one  of  his  brother.  And  1  called  a  gre^it  assembly  against 
them.  And  I  said  unto  them.  We  after  our  ability  have 
redeemed  our  brethren  the  Jews,  who  were  sold  unto  the 
heathen ;  and  will  ye  even  sell  your  brethren,  or  shall 
they  sell  themselves  uuto  us  ?  Then  held  they  their  peace, 
and  found  nothing  to  answer.  Also  I  said,  It  is  not  good 
that  ye  do:  ought  ye  not  to  walk  in  tlie  fear  of  our  God, 
because  of  the  reproach  of  the  heathen  our  enemies  ?  And 
I  likewise,  my  brethren  and  my  servants,  have  lent  them 
money  and  corn  on  usury.  I  pray  you,  let  us  leave  o5  this 
usury.  Restore,  I  pray  you,  to  them,  even  this  day,  their 
fields,  their  vineyards,  their  oliveyaiils,  and  their  houses,  also 
remit  the  exaction  of  the  pledge  for  the  money,  and  of  the 
corn,  the  wine,  and  the  oU,  that  ye  have  lent  them.  Then 
said  they,  We  will  restore  them,  and  will  require  nothing  of 
them ;  so  will  we  do,  even  as  thou  saycst. 

Then  I  called  the  priests,  and  took  iua  oath  of  them^  that 
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they  showld  do  according  to  this  promise.  Also  I  shook  out 
my  lup,  and  said,  So  God  shako  out  every  man  from  his 
houRi-,  and  Fiiim  his  liilHiur,  thiit  pcrfornieth  Dot  this  promiat; ; 
even  thus  he  ho  shiikm  out,  and  emptied.  And  all  the  con- 
|rregation  said,  Ameii,  and  praised  the  LonK  And  the  people 
did  according  to  this  promise. 

Moreover  from  the  time  that  I  was  appointed  to  be  their 
g-overnor  in  the  land  of  Judah,  from  the  twentieth  year  even 
unto  the  two  and  thirtieth  year  of  Artaxerxea  the  king,  that 
is,  twelve  years,  I  and  my  hrcthrcn  have  not  eaten  the  hread 
of  the  governor.  But  the  former  governors  that  were  before 
me  were  chargeahle  unto  the  people,  and  took  of  them  for 
bread  and  wine  daily  foity  shekels  of  silver;  yea,  even  their 
servants  hare  rule  over  the  people :  hut  so  did  not  I,  because 
of  the  fear  of  God.  Yea,  also  1  continued  in  the  work  of 
this  wall,  neither  bought  we  any  land :  and  all  my  servants 
were  gathered  thither  unto  the  work.  Moreover  the  Jews, 
both  the  rulers  an  hundifd  and  fifty  nun,  and  those  that 
came  unto  ua  from  among  the  heathen  that  were  round  about 
118,  were  at  my  table.  Now  that  which  was  prepared  for  one 
day,  namely  one  ox  and  six  choice  sheep,  and  fowls,  was 
prepared  at  my  cost,  and  once  in  ten  days  store  of  all  sorts  of 
wine :  yet  for  all  this  required  I  not  the  bread  of  the  gcjvernor, 
because  the  bondage  was  heavy  upon  tliis  people.  Think 
ujmn  nie,  my  God,  for  good,  according  to  all  that  I  have 
done  fur  this  people. 

§  lo.  Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  Sanballat  and  Tobiah,  and 
Geshem  the  Arabian,  and  tlic  i-est  of  our  enemies,  heard  that 
I  had  builded  llie  wall,  and  that  there  was  no  breach  left 
therein;  (though  at  that  time  I  had  not  set  up  the  doors  in 
the  gates;)  that  Sanballat  and  Geshem  sent  unto  nie,  saying. 
Come,  let  us  meet  togetfier  i]j  one  of  tlie  villages  in  the  plain 
of  Ono.     But  they  thought  to  do  me  mischief. 

And  I  sent  messengers  unto  them,  saying,  I  am  doing  a  great 
work,  so  that  I  cannot  come  down :  why  should  the  work  cease, 
whilst  I  leave  it,  and  come  doM*n  to  you  ?  And  they  sent  unto 
me  four  times  after  this  wirt ;  and  1  answered  tliem  after  the 
same  manner.  Then  sent  Sanballat  his  servant  unto  me  in 
like  manner  the  fifth  time  with  an  open  letter  in  his  hand  ; 
wherein  waa  written.  It  is  reported  among  the  nations,  and 
Gashmu  saith  it,  that  thou  and  the  Jews  think  to  rebel; 
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for  which  cause  thou  huildest  the  wall :  ami  thou  wouldcst 
l>e  their  king-,  arconlina;  to  these  ivfirds.  And  thou  liast  idsf* 
appniiitfd  prophets  to  preach  of  thee  at  Jernaalem,  saying, 
Tliere  is  a  king  in  Judiih :  and  now  shall  it  be  reported  to 
the  king  accordinif  to  these  words.  Come  now  thorul'ore,  and 
let  U8  take  counsel  togetlier.  Then  1  sent  unto  him,  saying. 
There  are  no  such  thingR  done  as  thou  sayest,  but  thou 
feigTiest;  them  out  of  thine  own  heart.  For  they  all  would 
have  made  us  afraid,  saying,  Their  hands  shall  be  weakened 
from  the  work,  that  it  be  not  done.  Now,  therefore,  O  God, 
strengthen  my  hands. 

Afterwards  1  came  unto  the  house  of  Shcmaiah  the  sou 
of  Delaiah  the  son  of  ^fehetJlbel,  who  was  shut  up ;  and 
he  said.  Let  us  meet  together  in  the  house  of  God,  within 
the  temple,  and  let  us  shut  the  doors  of  the  temple :  for 
they  will  come  to  slay  thee;  yea,  in  the  iiight  ^viil  they 
come  to  slay  thee.  iVnd  I  said,  Should  such  a  man  as 
I  flee  ?  and  how  could  I,  a  layman,  go  into  the  temptc  and 
live?  I  will  not  ^o  in.  And,  lo,  I  perceived  that  God  had 
not  sent  him  :  hut  he  pronounced  this  prophecy  against  me  : 
and  Tobiah  and  Sanballat  had  liired  him.  For  this  cause  was 
he  hired,  that  I  should  be  afraid,  and  do  so,  and  sin,  and  that 
they  mifjilt  have  matter  for  an  evil  report,  that  they  might 
reproach  me. 

So  the  wall  was  finished  in  the  twenty  and  fifth  day  of  the 
month  Elul,  in  fifty  and  two  days.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  all  our  enemiea  heard  thereof,  that  all  the  nations  that 
were  about  us  feared,  and  were  much  cast  down  in  their  own 
eyes :  for  they  perceive<l  that  this  work  was  UTought  of  our 
God.  Moreover  in  those  days  the  nobles  of  Judah  sent  many 
letters  unto  Tobiah,  and  the  letters  of  Tobiah  came  unto  them. 
For  there  were  many  in  Judah  sworn  unto  him,  because  he 
was  the  son  in  law  of  Shecaniah  the  son  of  Arab;  and  his 
son  Johanan  had  taken  the  daughter  of  Meshullam  the  son 
of  Berechiah  to  wife.  ;Mso  they  reported  his  good  deeds 
before  me,  and  uttered  my  words  to  him.  And  Tobiah  sent 
letters  to  put  me  in  fear. 

Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  wall  wuh  built,  I  set  up  the 
doors,  and  the  porters  were  app^iinted.  And  I  gave  luy 
brother  Hanani,  and  Hananiah  the  governor  of  the  rastle, 
charge  over  Jerusalem  :  for  he  was  a  faithful  man,  and  feared 
God  above  many.     And  I  said  unto  them.  Let  not  the  gates 
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of  JcruMlem  be  opened  until  the  sun  be  hot ;  and  while  they 
)xt  stiind  at  their  posts,  let  the  doors  be  shut  and  barred: 
and  uppuitit  wiitcheH  of  the  inhubitunta  of  JerusjJcoi,  every 
one  in  his  m  Jitch,  and  every  one  to  be  over  againBt  hie  hou^e. 
Now  the  city  was  wide  and  lartje :  but  the  puople  were  few 
therein,  and  the  houses  were  not  bnitded.  And  my  God  put 
into  my  heart  to  gather  tt»getlier  the  nobles,  and  the  rnlers, 
and  the  people,  that  they  might  be  reckoned  by  geiiealogv. 
And  I  found  a  register  of  the  genealogy  of  them  who  came 
up  at  the  first,  and  I  found  written  therein  :  These  are  the 
children  of  tlie  pi-ovince,  that  went  up  out  of  the  captivity  of 
those  that  had  been  carried  away,  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  the 
king  of  Babylon  had  curried  away,  and  that  returned  uuto 
Jerusalem  and  to  Judah,  every  ouc  unto  hie  city. 

§  II.  Nt^hemiab  proceeds  to  give  this  list,  but,  alas  I  at  the  end 
of  it  Ilia  iiiernoirs  are  broken  off,  ami  what  follows  hua  no  connexion 
witii  what  has  gone  Ijtfure.  Later  on  we  do  gL*t  a  short  accoant  of 
tlio  dedietiliim  uf  llic  walls,  but  the  imrrnlivc  is  a  mixed  one. 
'J'here  aie  b  few  exti-actf?  from  Nehemiah's  memoirs,  but  the  rest  is 
from  the  hand  of  the  idealizing  liistonan,  To  show  which  bit 
hclaiigs  to  wliic*b,  I  will  iu  this  tu^tauce  enclose  the  lustorian's 
porliona  iu  brackets. 

And  the  nobles  of  the  people  dwelt  in  Jerusalem;  the  rest 
of  the  people  cast  lots  to  bring  one  of  ten  to  dwell  in  Jeru- 
salem the  holy  city,  and  nine  parts  in  the  other  cities.  And 
the  people  blessed  all  the  men  that  willingly  offered  them- 
selves to  dwell  in  .Jerusalem.  [And  at  the  dedication  of  the 
wall  of  Jerusalem  they  sought  the  Lcvites  out  of  all  their 
places,  to  bring  them  to  Jerusalem,  to  keep  the  dedication 
with  gladness,  both  with  thanksgivinfrs,  and  with  singing, 
with  cymbals,  psalteries,  and  with  harps.  And  the  sons  of 
the  singers  gathered  themselves  together,  both  out  of  the 
plain  round  about  Jerusalem,  and  from  the  villages  of  the 
Netx)pluithites;  also  from  Bcth-gilgal,  and  out  of  the  fields 
of  Geba  and  Azmaveth  :  for  the  singers  had  bnilded  them 
villages  roinul  jibout  Jerusalem.  And  the  priests  and  the 
Levites  purified  themselves;  and  they  puritied  the  people, 
and  the  gates,  and  the  wall.] 

Then  I  brought  up  the  princes  of  Judah  upon  the  wall,  and 
appointed  two  great  companies  that  gave  thanks  and  went  in 
procession;  whereof  one  went  on  the  right  hand  upon  the 
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wall  towai-d  the  dung  gate :  anct  after  them  went  ITosbaiuh, 
and  hulf  of  the  princes  of  Judali,  [and  Azariuh,  Kzra,  ttiid 
Meshullain,  Judali,  and  BtnjiitiHn,  iind  Shcmaiuti,  luid  Jere- 
niiuti,  and  certain  of  the  priesta'  sons  with  truujpets :  Zethariah 
tlie  son  of  Jonatliaii,  the  son  of  Sheniaiah,  the  son  of  MattJi- 
niahj  the  son  of  Mieaiahj  the  son  of  Ziicciir,  the  son  of 
Asiiph ;  and  his  hrethren,  Shemaiah,  and  Aziirelj  Milalai, 
Gilalai,  Maai,  Nethanel,  and  Judali,  Hanani,  with  the 
musical  instruments  of  David  the  man  uf  Uud ;  and  Ezra 
the  scribe  was  before  them :]  and  their  course  was  unto  the 
fountain  a^ate^  and  going  straight  forward  they  went  up  by 
the  stairs  of  the  city  of  Davidj  at  the  going  up  of  the  wall, 
above  the  house  of  David,  even  unto  the  water  gate  eastward. 
And  the  other  company  of  them  that  gave  thanks  went  on 
the  left  hand,  and  I  after  them,  with  the  half  of  the  people, 
upon  the  wall,  above  the  touer  of  tlie  furnaces,  even  unto  the 
broad  wall ;  and  above  the  gate  of  Ephraim,  and  by  the  old 
gate,  and  by  the  fish  gate,  and  the  tower  oE  Jlananel,  aiul  the 
tower  of  Hamraeah,  even  unto  the  sheep  gate :  and  they 
stood  still  in  the  gate  of  the  guard.  So  stood  the  two  com- 
panies of  them  that  gave  thanks  in  the  house  of  God,  and  I, 
and  the  half  of  the  rulers  ^vith  int :  [and  the  priestSj  Kliakini, 
Mnaseiah,  Miniamin,  Micaiah,  Elioenai,  Zechariah,  and 
Hananiah,  with  trumpets;  and  Maaseinh,  and  Shemaiah,  and 
Eileazar,  and  Uzzi,  and  Jchohanan,  and  Malchijah,  and  Klam, 
and  Ezer.  And  the  singers  sang  loud,  with  Jezraluah  their 
overseer.  And  they  offered  great  sacrifices  that  day,  and 
rejoiced  ;  for  (jod  had  made  them  rejoice  with  great  joy  ;  and 
the  women  also  and  the  children  rejoiced ;  so  that  the  joy  of 
Jerusalem  was  heard  even  afar  off.] 

§  iz.  Sooa  after  the  dediuatioa  of  the  walls  there  followed,  as  it 
would  seem,  a  ceremony  of  &lill  grcatt-r  consequence.  It  vtm  the 
i-eading  of  the  new  lnw  book,,  which  Ezr.i  hrought  with  him  t(» 
.TflRifalem,  bnt  which  had  not  yet  btea  made  known  to  the 
commuuity.  Tlmt  book  waa  a  compilation  of  narrative  and  lawe, 
about  whicli  ytm  cnii  read  fur  yourselvee  Inter  on  in  tlie  works  of 
scholars.  This  is  what  we  are  told.  Ezra's  memoirs  appear  to 
have  been  used  as  the  ha.Bis  of  the  whole  account. 

And  when  the  seventh  month  was  conic,  and  the  children 
of  Israel  were  in  their  cities,  then  all  the  people  gathered 
themselves  together  as  one  man  into  the  open  place  that 
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liefurc  the  water  gate ;  nnd  they  spake  unto  Ezra  the  scribe 
to  hrinf^  the  hook  of  the  hnv  of  Muhcs.  which  the  Lord  had 
roinntittulrd  to  Israel.  And  Ezra  thr  prieat  brought  the  law 
hefore  the  congregation,  !>oth  men  and  women,  nnd  all  that 
could  hear  with  understandinj;,  tipon  the  first  day  of  the 
seveuth  month.  And  he  read  therein  in  the  open  place  that 
was  before  the  Mater  i^ulc  from  early  morning  until  niiddity^ 
before  the  mrn  and  the  Monitn,  aud  those  that  could  under- 
Rtand  ;  and  tijc  ears  of  all  the  pe«)ple  were  attentive  unto  the 
t)Ook  of  the  law. 

And  Ezra  the  scribe  stood  upon  a  pulpit  of  wood,  which 
they  had  made  for  the  purpose ;  and  beside  him  etood 
Miittithiah,  and  Shemu.and  Anaiah,  and  Unali.and  Uilkiah, 
ami  Maaseiah,  on  Wis  rig^ht  hand  ;  and  on  hitf  left  hand, 
Pedaiah,  and  Mishael,  and  Malchijab.  and  Hashuui,  and 
Hashbaddanah,  Zech^rlah,  and  Meshullam.  And  Ezra 
opened  the  book  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people;  (for  he 
was  above  all  the  people:)  and  when  he  upt'iicd  it,  all  the 
people  stood,  up :  and  Ej:ra  blessed  the  Lord,  the  ^reut 
God.  And  all  the  people  answerwl,  Amen,  Amen,  with 
lifting  up  their  hands:  and  they  Iwwed  their  heiuls^  and 
worshipped  the  IvOrd  with  their  faces  to  the  ground.  Also 
Jeshua,  and  Baiil^  and  Sherebiah,  Jamin^  Akkub,  Shab- 
l>cth:ii,  Hodiah,  Maaseiah,  Kelita,  Azariah,  Jnxahad,  Hanan, 
and  Pelaiali,  the  Levites,  caused  the  people  to  understand  the 
law  :  and  the  people  stood  in  their  place.  And  they  read  in 
the  Iwok,  in  the  law  of  God,  distinctly;  and  they  gave  the 
sense,  so  that  the  people  understood  the  readiug. 

And  Nehemiah  the  governor,  and  Ezra  the  priest  the 
scribe,  and  the  Levites  that  tauglit  the  people,  said  unto  all 
the  people,  Tliia  day  is  holy  unto  the  Lord  your  God ;  niotim 
not,  nor  weep.  For  all  the  people  wept,  when  they  heard  the 
woi-ds  of  the  law.  Then  he  said  unto  thcni,  Go  your  way, 
eat  the  fat,  aud  drink  the  sweet,  sind  send  portions  unto  him 
for  whom  nothing  is  prepared  :  for  this  day  is  holy  unto  our 
Lord  :  neither  be  ye  grieved  ;  for  the  joy  oi  the  Lord  is  your 
strength.  So  the  Levites  stilled  all  the  people,  saying.  Hold 
your  peace,  for  the  day  is  holy ;  neither  be  ye  grieved.  Aiid 
all  the  people  went  their  way  to  eat,  and  to  drink,  and  to 
send  portions,  and  to  make  great  mirth,  hetauHc  they  had 
understood  the  words  that  were  declared  unto  them. 

And  on  the  second  day  were  gathered  together  the  heads 
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of  fiitTierB'  houses  of  nil  the  people,  the  pricata,  and  the 
Levitos,  unto  Kzra  the  scrihe,  even  to  consider  the  ivords 
of  the  law.  And  they  found  written  in  the  law,  which  the 
Liurd  had  cominaiidtid  by  Mosl's,  thul  the  chihireu  of  Israel 
should  dwell  in  booths  in  the  feast  of  the  sevetith  month : 
and  that  they  shouUl  publish  and  proclaim  in  ail  their  eitieH, 
and  in  Jerusalem,  sayinj;;,  Go  forth  unto  the  mount,  and 
fetch  olive  brandies,  and  branches  of  wild  olive,  and  myrtle 
bnuiclicB,  and  palui  branches,  and  branches  of  thick  ti-ecs,  to 
make  booths,  as  it  is  written. 

So  the  people  went  forth,  and  brought  them,  and  made 
themselves  booths,  every  one  upon  the  roof  of  his  bouse,  and 
in  their  courts,  and  in  the  courts  of  the  house  of  Gml,  and 
in  the  opeti  place  of  the  water  g^te,  and  in  the  open  place  of 
theg-ate  of  Kphraini.  And  all  the  congregation  of  them  that 
were  come  again  out  of  the  captivity  made  booths,  and  dwelt 
in  the  booths :  for  since  the  days  of  Joaliua  the  son  of  ^s'un 
unto  that  day  had  not  the  chihlren  of  Israel  done  so.  And 
there  was  very  great  gladness.  Also  day  by  day,  from  the 
first  day  unto  the  last  day,  they  read  in  the  book  of  the  law  of 
God.  A]id  they  kept  the  feast  seven  days ;  and  on  the  eighth 
day  was  a  solemn  iissenibly,  according  unto  the  statute. 

Now  in  the  twenty  and  fourth  day  of  this  month  the 
children  of  Israel  assembled  with  fasting,  and  with  sackcloth, 
and  earth  upon  them.  And  the  seed  of  Israel  separated 
themselves  from  all  foreigners,  atid  stood  and  confessed  their 
sins,  and  the  iniquities  of  their  fathers.  And  they  stood  np 
in  their  place,  and  read  in  the  book  of  the  law  oF  the  I^ord 
their  God  a  fourth  part  of  tlie  day;  and  another  fourth  part 
they  confessed,  and  worshipped  the  Lord  their  God.  Then 
stood  up  ujjon  the  scaffold  of  the  Levites,  Jeshua,  and  Bani, 
Kadtniel,  Sfiehaniah,  Bunni,  Sherebiah,  Bani,  and  Chcnani, 
and  cried  with  a  loud  voice  unto  the  Lord  their  God.  Then 
the  Levites,  Jeshua,  and  Kadmiel,  Bani,  Hashabnciah, 
Sherebiah,  Ilodiah,  Shebaruali,  and  Pcthaliiali,  said.  Stand 
up  and  bless  the  Lord  your  God  from  everlasting-  to  ever- 
lasting :  and  let  them  bless  his  glorioua  name,  which  is 
exalted  above  all  blessing  and  praise. 

And  Ezra  said.  Thou,  even  thou,  art  Lord  alone ;  thou  hast 
made  heaven,  the  heaven  of  heavens,  with  all  their  host,  the 
earth  and  uU  things  tluit  ure  thercou,  the  seas  imd  all  that  ia 
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therein,  and  tliou  jjresLTvtsl  llicin  all ;  and  the  host  of  heaven 
worshippetli  Ihre.  Tiiiiu  art  the  I^onl  Ciod,  who  didat  choose 
Ahr:ibarn,  hikI  brou^hiost  him  forth  out  of  Ur  of  the  Chal- 
dees,  Juui  foiindt'st  his  heart  f;iitliful  hefore  tliee,  ant]  niadest 
a  coicnaiit  with  him  to  fpvcthe  land  of  the  Canaauite,  the  Hit- 
titc,  tht'  Amoritc,  luid  the  Pcrizzitc,  nnd  the  Jebusite,  aiid  the 
GirgiLshite,  even  U}  give  it  unto  his  seed,  and  hast  performed 
thy  M'ortia ;  for  thou  art  rii;hteous.  And  thou  saweat  the 
afliiction  of  our  fathers  in  E^ypt,  and  hearilt'st  their  cry  by 
the  Red  Sea;,  and  thou  didst  shew  signs  and  ivonders  upon 
Pharaoh,  and  on  all  his  servants^  and  on  all  the  people  of  his 
land;  for  thuu  kncweKt  that  they  dealt  eruelly  against  them. 
And  thou  didst  divide  the  aea  before  theni,  ao  that  they  weJit 
tlmiuirh  the  niidnt  of  the  sea  on  the  dry  land;  and  their 
pursuers  thou  didst  throw  into  the  deeps,  as  a  stone  into  the 
mighty  waters.  Thou  earnest  do\rn  also  upon  mount  Sinai, 
and  spakest  with  tliem  fnnn  ht-aven,  and  gavest  them  right 
judgements  and  true  laws,  good  statutes  and  comniand- 
luents:  and  madest  kno\i'ii  unto  them  thy  holy  sahbath,  and 
conmiandedst  tliem  precepts,  statutes,  arul  laM'^s,  by  the  hand 
of  Moses  thy  ser^'iint :  and  gavest  them  bread  from  heaven 
for  their  hunger,  and  hroughtcst  forth  water  for  them  out  of 
the  rock  for  their  tliii-st,  and  didst  promise  them  lliat  they 
shouUl  go  in  to  possess  the  land  which  thou  hadst  sworn 
to  give  them. 

But  they  and  our  fathers  dealt  proudly,  and  hardened 
their  neck,  and  hearkened  not  to  thy  cimunandinents,  and 
refused  to  obey,  neither  were  mindfid  of  thy  wonders  that 
thou  didst  among  them ;  but  thou  art  a  God  ready  to 
pardon,  gracious  and  mereiful,  full  of  compassion,  slow  to 
anger,  and  of  great  kindness,  and  forsookest  them  not. 
Yea,  wlien  they  had  made  them  a  molten  calf,  and  said. 
This  is  thy  god  that  brought  thee  up  out  of  Egypt,  and 
had  wrought  great  provocations ;  yet  thou  in  thy  manifold 
mercies  forsaokest  then!  not.  Thou  gavest  them  also  thy 
good  spirit  to  instruct  them,  and  withheldest  not  thy  manna 
from  their  mouth,  and  gavest  them  water  for  their  thirst. 
Yea,  forty  years  didst  t!iou  sustain  them  in  the  wilderness, 
so  that  they  lacked  nothing ;  their  clothes  wjLxcd  nc)t  old, 
and  their  feet  swelled  not.  Their  children  also  didst  thou 
multiply  as  the  stars  of  heaven,  and  broughtest  them  into 
the  land,  concerning  which  thou  didst  say  to  their  fathers. 


that  they  should  go  in  to  possess  it.  And  thoy  took  stmug 
cities,  and  a  fat  land,  ami  possessed  houses  full  of  all  t^oodif, 
cisterns  digged,  vineynrds  and  oUveyards,  and  fruit  trees  in 
abundance:  so  they  did  eat,  and  were  filled,  and  hecanie  fat, 
and  delighted  themselves  in  tliy  e^reat  «;oodne8s. 

Nevertheless  they  were  disobedient,  and  rebelled  ai^uinst 
thee,  and  cast  thy  law  behind  their  back,  and  slew  thy  prophets 
who  testihed  against  them  to  turn  them  afj^ain  unto  thee,  and 
they  wrought  great  provocations.  Therefore  thou  dcliveredst 
them  into  the  hand  of  their  enendeR  wlio  vexed  them:  and 
in  the  time  of  their  trouble,  when  they  cried  unto  thee,  thou 
heardest  from  heaven ;  and  according  to  thy  manifold  mercies 
thou  gavcst  them  saviours  who  saved  them  out  of  the  hand 
of  their  enemies.  But  after  they  had  rest,  tliey  did  evil 
again  before  thee :  therefore  leftcat  thou  them  in  tlie  hand  of 
their  enemies,  so  that  titey  had  the  domiinon  over  them  :  yet 
when  they  returned,  and  cried  unto  thee,  thou  heardest  from 
heaven ;  and  many  times  didst  thou  deliver  them  according 
to  thy  mercies;  and  didst  testify  against  them,  that  thou 
miglitest  bring  them  again  unto  thy  law :  yet  they  dealt 
proudly,  and  hearkened  not  unto  thy  comma nduients^  but 
sinned  against  thy  judgements,  (which  if  a  man  do,  he  shall 
live  in  them,)  and  turned  a  stub])orn  shoulder,  and  hardened 
their  neck,  and  would  not  hear.  Yet  many  years  didst  thou 
bear  with  them,  and  testtfiedst  against  them  by  thy  spirit 
through  tliy  prophets:  yet  would  they  not  give  ear:  there- 
fore gavest  thou  them  into  the  hand  of  the  peoples  of  the 
lands.  Nevertheless  for  thy  great  mercies'  sake  thou  didst 
[lot  utterly  consume  them,  nor  forsake  thcmj  for  thou  art 
a  gracious  and  merciful  God. 

Now  therefore,  our  God,  the  great,  the  mighty,  and  the 
terrible  Go*l,  who  keepest  covenant  and  mercy,  let  not  all 
the  travail  seem  little  before  thee,  that  bath  come  upon  us, 
on  our  kings,  on  our  princes,  and  on  our  priests,  and  on  our 
prophets,  and  on  our  fathers,  and  on  all  thy  people,  since  the 
time  of  the  kings  of  Assyria  unto  this  day.  Uowbeit  thou 
art  just  in  all  that  is  brought  U[K>n  us;  for  tliou  bast  done 
faithfully,  but  we  have  done  wickedly  :  neither  have  our  kings, 
our  princes,  our  pi-iests,  nor  our  fathers,  kept  thy  law.  nor 
hearkened  unto  ttiy  commandments  and  thy  testinionies, 
wherewith  thou  didst  testify  against  them.  For  they  have 
not  served  tbee  in  their  kingdom,  and  m  thy  great  goodness 
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that  tlioii  gavest  ihein,  and  in  tlie  large  unci  fat  land  which 
thou  gavest  Ijefore  them,  neither  tunie<l  tliey  from  their 
wicked  works.  Behold,  we  are  servants  this  day,  and  as  for 
the  laud  tliat  thou  gavest  unto  our  fathers  to  cat  the  fruit 
thcret>t  and  the  ginid  lliereof,  behold,  wc  are  servants  iu  it. 
And  it  yieldeth  much  increit»c  unto  tlie  kuigH  whom  thou 
hast  set  over  us  because  of  our  sina :  also  they  have  power 
over  our  bodies,  and  over  our  cattle,  at  their  pleasure,  and  we 
tire  in  great  distress. 

So  Itecause  of  all  this  we  made  a  faithful  covenant  and 
suljficrihcd  it.  And  to  the  sealing  were  subscribed  the  names 
of  our  rulers,  our  priests  and  our  Levites. 

Here  follows  the  lint  nf  twenty-tliree  'princes'  or  rulera,  Wgin- 
iiingwith  yeheraiah,  who  had  signed  thtir  aaiues;  then  the  names 
of  twenty-two  pritBts,  eiijhteeu  Levitea,  and  forty-fuur  'chiefs  of 
the  puoplc'     Tlieu  Ihe  narifitive  contliiues  ns  follows  : 

And  the  rest  of  the  people,  the  pricstd,  the  Levites,  the 
porters,  the  singers,  and  all  they  that  hud  separated  them- 
selves from  t!ie  peoples  of  the  lands  unto  the  law  of  God, 
their  wives,  their  sons,  and  their  daughters,  every  one  having 
kuowledgc  and  understanding;  they  clave  to  their  bi"ethreu, 
their  nobles,  and  entered  into  a  bund,  and  into  an  oath,  to 
walk  in  God's  law,  which  was  given  by  Muses  the  servant 
of  God,  and  to  observe  and  do  all  the  counnandtnents  of  the 
Lord  nur  Lord,  and  his  judgements  and  his  statutes;  that 
we  would  not  give  our  daughtei-s  unto  the  peoples  of  the 
land,  nor  take  their  daughters  for  our  sons  :  and  if  the  peoples 
of  the  land  bring  ware  or  any  vi<rtuals  on  the  siibbatli  day  to 
sell,  that  ^ve  would  not  buy  of  them  on  the  sabbath,  or  on 
a  holy  day  :  and  that  in  the  seventh  year  we  would  let  the 
land  lie  fallow  and  forego  the  exaction  of  every  debt. 

Also  we  made  ordijiauccs  for  us,  to  chaise  ourselves  yearly 
with  the  third  part  of  a  shekel  for  tliesLTviceof  the  house  of  our 
God  ;  for  tlu'.  Hhevvbread,  and  for  the  continual  meal  offering", 
and  for  the  continnjd  burnt  oiTering,  of  the  sabbathsj  of  the 
new  moons,  for  the  set  feasts,  and  for  the  holy  things,  and 
for  the  sin  offerings  to  make  atonement  fur  Israel,  and  for 
all  the  work  of  the  liotise  of  our  God.  And  we  cast  lots,  the 
priests,  the  Levites,  and  the  people,  Cor  the  wood  offering,  to 
bring  it  into  the  house  of  our  God,  after  the  bouses  of  our 
fathers,  at  times  ai)pointed,  year  by  year,  to  burn  upon  the 
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altar  of  the  Lord  our  God,  as  it  is  written  in  the  law  :  and 
to  hrinj;  the  firetfriiits  of  our  groundj  and  the  firstfruitR  of  all 
fruit  of  alli  manner  of  trees,  year  by  year,  uiito  the  house 
of  the  Lord :  and  to  hrini^  the  firstlings  of  our  herds  and 
of  our  flocks  to  the  houae  of  our  Crod,  unto  lUe  priests  that 
minister  in  the  house  of  our  (jocI:  and  tliat  we  should  bring 
the  firstfruits  of  our  coarse  mealj  and  our  hejive  offerings, 
and  the  fruit  of  nil  manner  of  trees,  the  wine  and  the  oil, 
nnto  tlie  priests,  to  the  chambers  of  the  house  of  our  God; 
and  the  tithes  of  our  ground  unto  tlie  Lcvitcs  ;  that  they,  the 
Levites,  might  have  the  tithes  in  all  the  cities  of  our  tillage. 
And  the  prit-st  the  son  of  Aaron  shall  be  with  the  Fievites, 
uhen  the  Levites  take  tithes  :  and  the  Levites  shall  bring 
up  the  tithe  of  the  tithes  utito  the  house  of  our  God,  to  the 
chambers,  into  the  treasure  house.  For  the  children  of 
Israel  and  the  children  of  Levi  shall  bring  the  heave  offering 
of  the  corn,  of  the  wine,  and  of  the  oil,  unto  the  chambers, 
where  are  tlic  vessels  of  the  eanctuarj-,  and  the  priests  that 
minister,  and  the  porters,  and  the  singers:  and  we  will  not 
forsake  the  house  of  our  God. 

§  1 3.  It  will  he  noticed  Ihat  even  thiB  new  code  hoolt,  with  all  its 
imiBB  of  purely  ritual  arrangements  for  eaci  iiic*8  and  offerings,  wns 
put  in  the  tnouth  of  Mosea,  and  regarded  by  all  the  people  aa  the 
luw  ul'  Mosee.  So  iuVL'tcrute  was  llie  ciisttm  to  ascribe  all  law, 
even  the  most  iiLodern  regulatiotis,  to  the  KoQiulcr.  Nor  did  the 
practice  siop  here.  A  quantity  of  unwritten  rules  grnriuidly  catne 
into  uxiHtence,  and  ihem  too  were  rt^;arded  as  tmditiimnl  and  an 
Mosaic.  Out  would  iniiid  all  this  confusion  much  leas  if  the  liiws 
had  Lot  been  so  purely  ceremouial.  Kaeriflws  sccmud  giveu  a  new 
lenee  of  life  in  spite  of  all  that  the  older  prophets  had  Bftid.  The 
words  of  Jeremiah,  though  still  preserved,  were  explained  away  or 
forgotten. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel :  Put  your 
burnt  offerings  unto  your  sacrifices,  and  eat  their  flesh-  For 
I  spake  not  mito  your  fathers,  nor  commanded  them  in  the 
t!ay  that  I  brought  thcni  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  concerning 
burnt  offeriuga  or  sacrifices  :  but  this  thing  comnuuided 
I  them,  saying,  Obey  my  voice,  and  1  will  be  your  (Jod,  and 
ye  shall  be  my  people:  und  walk  ye  in  nil  the  way  that 
I  command  you,  that  it  may  be  well  with  you. 

A  shigcr  vi  the  lime  attcmiited  to  stum  the  tide  of  ritiialiBni  in  a 
noble  hymiij  of  wliich  the  following  is  a  portion.    Gcd  is  the  B^:eiikc-r. 
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Hear,  O  my  people,  and  I  will  speak  j 

0  Isnifl,  and  1  will  t<«tify  against  thee ! 
The  I^iiril  thy  frt"!  .•im  I. 

1  will  not.  r('[>r(>ve  thee  IVir  thy  Karrificea  ; 
Thy  burnt  t>iT*'rintj.s  are  continually  before  me. 
I  will  take  no  hulIo<-k  out  of  thy  house, 
Nor  lie-gouta  out  ol'  thy  folda. 
For  every  bejist  uf  the  forest  is  niine^ 
AikI  the  cattle  upon  a  thousand  hill:*. 
I  know  all  the  fowls  of  the  mountains  : 
And  the  wild  heasts  of  the  field  are  mine. 
If  I  were  hungry,  I  would  not  tell  thee : 
For  the  world  is  mine,  and  the  fulness  tbcreof* 
Do  I  eat  the  flesh  of  hulls, 
Or  drink  the  hlood  of  goats  ? 
Offer  unto  God  thy  thanksgiving-; 
And  so  pay  thy  vows  unto  the  Most  High  : 
And  call  upon  inc  in  the  day  of  trouble ; 
I  will  deliver  lliee,  and  thou  shalt  glorify  nie. 
He  who  offereth  thanksgiving  giveth  me  honour, 
And  t-o  him  whose  way  is  bhinielesa 
I  will  shew  the  sulvation  of  God, 

At  the  same  time  it  is  most  necessary  to  rtmombcr  that  things 
w«ru  very  iliilercnt  in  tlio  rUj-s  of  Ezra  Itoui  whut  they  had  been 
ill  (he  Hftys  of  Ho  sea  and  Jeremiah.  For  nuw  tho  very  same  men 
who  wcT!!  so  keen  ftWiit  pacrificeB  and  ofl'erings  were  alxo  keen 
about  justit-e  and  mercy.  Hosea  hud  said  of  God  :  '  I  desire  njercy 
aud  not  sacrifice,  and  tho  knowledge  of  God  rather  tbau  burnt 
offerings.'  Neheminh  and  hia  party  believed  that  God  desired  both 
mercy  and  sacrificea,  hork  the  knowledge  of  God  and  burnt 
offerings.  Aa  long  as  Ihej  reintmbered  the  mercy  and  tlic  know- 
ledge of  God,  it  did  not  much  matter  that  the  s&crificea  and  burnt 
offeriiiga  weie  superadded. 

It  is  interesting  tO'  compare  the  reading  of  the  law  under 
Nehcraiab  wilh  the  parallel  atory  of  JoHiah'B  reformation  Bomo 
I  So  years  befure.  The  religious  advance  is  clearly  great.  The 
flfipembly  of  Josiah  wob  convened  by  the  authority  of  the  king: 
Eziu'a  assembly  was  popular.  We  hear  uothlug  of  any  weeping 
or  lamentation  in  the  year  62 1.  In  ipite  of  their  seeming  ritualism, 
religion  had  a  nobler  and  deeper  meauing  to  the  contemporaries  of 
Ezra  than  lo  the  centemporariea  of  Jeremiah,  Jeremiah  stands 
head  and  shoulder  ubove  Ezra,  but  he  is  an  isolated  exception, 
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fliereas  Eira  flud  Xehetniah  are  leaders  of  a  con6iflem.ble  band.  The 
way  in  whinh  Nehemiah  and  his  colleajaes  check  the  outburst  of 
weepiiig^  18  also  notcwortliy.  Tliis  day,  tliey  argue,  ia  holy  unto 
God ;  eat,  driuk,  be  merry  and  &cml  purtious  unto  the  poor. 
Chefrfulnees  bikI  cliiirity  aie  both  Jewiah  cburjicteristics ;  hoth 
have  been  regarded  by  the  best  teachers  of  our  retigioa  as  bleEsings 
and  duties  of  man. 

§  14.  Xehemiah,  as  he  himaolf  tcllauB,  remained  twelve  yenra  in 
Jerusalem  as  the  govtrnor  of  Judiiea.  Then  he  returned  to  Persia. 
After  an  unknown  interval,  he  ngain  visited  Judaea.  Whellier  he 
came  as  g'overijor  i$  uncertain,  but  at  any  rate  he  was  armed  with 
considerable  powers.  All  we  know  of  this  second  visit  is  contained 
in  one  short  last  fr^ment  of  his  nienmira.  This  fragment  bc^^iiia 
suddenly,  and  ends  suddenly  too.  Some  echolara  suppose  that 
Ezra's  departure  from  Babylon  and  hia  arrival  in  Jei-usalem,  as 
well  as  the  introduction  of  the  new  law  book,  took  place  not 
partly  before  aud  purlly  during  Keheuiiah's  first  visit  to  Judaea, 
but  altogether  after  the  second  visit.  From  what  Nehcmiub  him- 
self tells  oa  it  would  eeem  jis  if  the  regulations  aud  ordinancea  to 
which  he  had  induced  the  people  to  conform  during  bis  first 
govenmrahip  had  iieun  greatly  neglected  during  liia  absence.  He 
acted  accordingly  with  a  very  high  baud.     This  is  what  we  hear. 

And  before  thisj  Eliashib  the  priest,  who  was  appointed 
over  the  chamhcrs  of  the  house  of  our  Go(J,  being  allied  unto 
Tobiah,  had  prepared  for  hiin  a  great  chamberj  where  afore- 
time they  laid  the  ineal  offerings,  the  frankincense,  niid  the 
vessels,  »nd  the  titlics  of  the  corn,  the  witie,  Jitid  the  oil, 
which  was  commanded  to  he  given  to  the  Levites,  and  the 
singers,  and  the  porters;  and  the  heiive  offerings  for  the 
priests.  But  in  all  this  time  I  was  not  at  Jei-usaleni  :  for 
in  the  two  and  thirtieth  year  of  Artaxerxes  king  of  Babylon 
1  went  unto  the  king,  and  after  certain  days  I  requested  leave 
of  the  king  :  and  1  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  understood  of  the 
evil  that  Kliashtb  had  done  for  Tobiah,  iti  preparing  him 
a  chamber  in  the  courts  of  tlie  house  of  Gbti.  And  it  grieved 
me  sore :  therefore  1  cast  forth  all  tJie  household  stuff  of 
Tobiah  out  of  the  chamber.  Then  I  commanded,  and  they 
cleansed  the  chambers:  and  thither  brought  I  agiiin  the 
vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  with  the  meal  olfering3  and  the 
frankincense. 

And  I  perceived  that  the  portions  of  the  Levites  had  not. 
been  given  them  j  so  the  Levites  and  the  singers,  that  did 
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t!ie  work,  were  fled  every  one  to  bis  field.  Tlieu  contended 
I  with  tlie  rulers,  .ind  naid.  Why  i»  the  liouae  of  God  Forsaken  ? 
And  I  giithered  tliem  toijetlier,  and  set  them  in  tlieir  pluce. 
Then  brought  all  Jiidah  the  tithe  of  the  corn  and  the  \rine 
and  the  oil  uuto  tlie  treasuries.  And  I  appointed  over  the 
treasuries,  Sheleniiah  the  priest,  and  Zaduk  the  scribe,  and 
of  the  Lcvitcs,  Pedaiah :  and  next  to  them  was  llanan  the 
son  of  Zaccur,  the  sou  of  .Mjittani;ih:  for  tliey  were  counted 
faithful,  and  their  office  was  to  distribute  unto  their  brethren, 
liemcniber  me,  O  my  God,  concerning  this,  and  wipe  not  out 
my  good  deeds  that  1  liare  dune  fur  the  house  of  my  Uod,  aud 
for  the  ofiicea  thereof. 

In  those  days  snw  I  in  Juduh  some  treading  winepressra 
on  the  Babbath,  and  bringing  in  sheaves,  and  lading  asses 
therewith ;  as  also  wine,  grapes,  and  figs,  and  all  manner 
of  burdens,  which  they  bi-ougbt  into  Jerusalem  on  the  sabbath 
day  :  and  1  testified  aguinst  them  in  the  day  wherein  they  sold 
victuals.  There  dwelt  men  of  Tyre  also  therein,  who  brought 
fishj  and  all  manner  of  ware,  and  sold  on  tlie  sabbath  unto 
the  children  of  Judiili  in  Jerusalem.  Then  I  contended  with 
the  nobles  of  Judah,  and  said  unto  them,  What  evil  thing 
is  this  that  ye  do,  that  yo  profane  tlie  sabbath  day  r  Did  not 
your  fathers  thus,  and  did  not  our  God  bring  all  this  evil 
upon  uSj  and  upon  this  city?  yet  ye  bring  more  xvrath  upon 
Israel  by  profaning  the  sabbath.  And  it  came  to  pjiss  that, 
when  the  gates  of  Jerus;dciu  began  to  be  dark  before  the 
tiabbatb,  1  commanded  that  the  gates  should  be  shut,  and 
commanded  that  they  shoidd  uot  be  opened  till  iifter  the 
8!d)hath  :  and  some  of  my  servants  set  I  at  the  g'^tes,  that 
there  should  no  burden  he  brought  in  on  the  sabbath  day. 
So  the  merchants  and  sellers  of  all  kinds  of  ware  lodged 
without  Jerusalem  once  or  twice.  Then  1  testified  against 
them,  and  said  unto  them.  Why  lodge  ye  before  the  wall  ?  if 
yc  da  so  again,  1  will  lay  hands  on  you.  Fn)m  that  time 
forth  came  they  no  fiiore  on  the  sabbath.  And  1  commanded 
the  Levites  that  they  should  cleanse  themselves,  and  that 
they  should  come  and  keep  the  gates,  to  sanctify  the  sabbath 
day.  Remember  me,  O  my  God,  concerning  this  also,  and 
spare  me  according  to  the  greatness  of  thy  mercy. 

In  those  days  also  saw  1  the  Jews  that  had  ntarried  wives 
of  Asbdod,  of  Ammon,  and  of  Moab :  and  their  children 
spake  Italf  in  the  speech  of  Asbdud,  nnd  could  not  speak  in 
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the  Jews'  language,  but  according  to  the  langujige  of  eacli 
people.  And  I  contended  with  them,  and  rex'ileel  them,  and 
smote  cerfciin  of  them,  and  plucked  off  their  hair,  and  made 
them  swear  by  GotI,  stiying.  Ye  shall  not  ^ve  your  dnughters 
unto  their  sons,  nor  take  their  daughters  for  your  sons,  or  for 
yourselves.  Did  not  Solomon  king  of  Israel  sin  hy  these 
things  ?  yet  among  many  nations  waR  there  no  king  like  him, 
and  he  was  beloved  of  his  God,  and  God  made  him  king  over 
all  Israel:  nevertheless  even  him  did  foreign  women  cause  to 
sin.  Shall  we  then  hearken  unto  you  to  do  all  this  great  evil, 
to  transgress  against  our  God  in  marrying  foreign  women  ? 
And  one  of  the  sons  of  Joiaiia,  the  son  of  Eliashib  tlie  high 
priest,  was  son  in  law  to  Sanballat  the  Horonite :  therefore 
I  chased  him  from  me.  Thus  cleansed  I  the  priesthood  from 
all  foreigners,  and  appointed  charges  for  the  priests  and  for 
the  Levitea,  every  one  in  his  business ;  and  for  the  wood 
oSering,  at  times  appointed,  and  for  the  firstfruits.  Remember 
me,  O  my  God,  for  good. 

Perhaps  these  stnuig  measures  of  Xoheraiah  were  justified  by 
the  circumstaucea  of  tlie  time.  But  that  we  may  never  foi^et  that 
the  hiyfieet  sBpiratiuus  of  Judaism,  lue  expansive  and  uot  exclui<ive, 
let  us  put  sitlij  by  side  with  tliese  Inst  words  of  NelifUiiuli  a  lovely 
harvest  hymn,  composed  perhaps  at  about  the  6am3  period  by 
a  pinUE  Jew,  less  pructlcal  than  Kehcmlah  ilouMluKfi,  but  with 
a  wider  outlook  into  the  future. 


God  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  bless  us. 

And  cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  us  ; 

That  tliy  way  may  be  known  npon  earth, 

Thy  salvation  among  all  nations. 

Let  the  peoples  pmise  thee,  O  God ; 

X<et  all  the  peoples  praise  thee. 

O  let  the  nations  be  glad  and  sing  for  joy, 

That  thou  rulest  the  peoples  with  equity, 

And  leadest  the  nations  upon  earth. 

Let  the  peoples  praise  thee,  O  God  ; 

Let  all  the  peoples  praise  thee. 

The  earth  hath  yieldeti  her  increase : 

The  Lord  our  God  hath  blessed  us. 

God  shall  bless  us ; 

And  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  fear  him. 


§  ig.  There  are  certain  clmptefF  now  incTuded  in  the  B<Kik  of 

Taaiah,  wliicli  Professor  Chcyiie  (who  has  giveu  more  labour  aud 
tliougbt  to  tliat  book  tJian  any  otliur  ^Teat  strliolar  of  liis  day) 
LelleveB  to  have  het-u  most  in-ubahly  written  in  the  age  of  £srn 
ftnd  Nehemiah.  One  of  Ihere  chapters  I  have  already  quoted  on 
p.  150.  It  18  tim  iiiafrtiificeiit  prophetic  cDuccptioc  of  a.  true  Fast. 
The  first  part  of  the  folluwiiig  chapter,  written  perhaps  by  the 
Bftme  great  teacher,  hriitgs  heavy  chmgea  agaiiiat  the  mojul  cou- 
ditiou  of  the  Jews  <at  that  time.  Should  we  riate  the  passage 
between  the  fir&t  and  Boeond  vleita  of  Xtliemiah  ? 

Bc-hald,  the  Lord's  hand  ih  not  shortened,  that  it  cannot 
BJive ;  iK'ither  his  ear  heavy.  th;it  it  cannot  hear :  hut  your 
iTii(|mtte8  have  separnted  between  you  iiud  your  God,  and 
your  sins  have  made  him  hide  his  fare  from  you,  that  he  will 
not  hear.  For  your  hands  are  defiled  with  blood,  and  your 
fingers  witli  iniquity;  your  lips  have  spoken  lies,  your  tongiie 
hath  muttered  pcrverBeneBs.  None  putteth  forward  his  suit 
in  justiccj  nor  any  pleadeth  in  truth :  tliey  trust  in  vanity, 
and  speak  lies. 

They  hattih  cockatrice'  egg^s,  and  weave  the  spider's  web: 
he  that  eatctli  uf  thtiir  eggs  dieth,  and  Lhut  which  is  crushed 
hreaketh  out  into  a  viper.  Their  wehs  will  not  serve  for 
garmentBj  neithercan  men  cover  themtielveB  with  their  works  : 
their  works  arc  works  of  iniquity,  and  the  act  of  violence  la 
in  their  hands.  Their  feet  run  to  evil,  and  they  make  haste 
to  shed  innocent  hkiod :  their  thoughts  are  tlioughta  of 
iniquity ;  wasting  and  destruction  arc  in  their  patbs.  The 
way  of  peace  they  know  not;  and  there  is  no  judgement  in 
their  goings :  they  liave  made  them  crooked  paths :  whoso- 
ever goeth  therein  knoweth  not  peace. 

Therefore  is  judgement  far  from  us,  neither  doth  righteous- 
ness overtake  us :  we  wait  for  light,  but  liebold  ohacurity ; 
for  briglituess,  but  wc  walk  in  darkueiiis.  We  grope  for  the 
wall  like  the  blind,  and  we  grope  as  if  we  had  no  eyes:  we 
stumble  at  noon  day  as  in  the  night.  We  growl  all  like 
teal's,  and  moan  sore  like  doves:  we  look  for  judgement,  but 
there  is  none ;  for  salvation,  but  it  is  far  oiT  from  us.  For 
our  transgressions  are  umltiplied  before  thee,  and  our  sins 
testify  against  us  :  for  our  transgressions  are  with  us ;  and 
as  for  our  iniquities,  we  know  them;  in  transgressiug 
and  lying  against  the  Lord,  and  departing  away  from  our 
God,  speaking  oiJpression  and  revolt,  conceiving  and  uttering 
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from  the  heart  words  of  falsehood.  And  rip;ht  ifi  turned 
away  backward,  and  justice  stiindtth  afar  off:  for  truth  Imth 
Htunibk'd  in  the  street,  and  equity  curmot  enter.  And  truth 
is  uot  to  be  found ;  and  he  that  departeth  from  evil  niaketh 
himself  a  prey. 

Iniinediatc'ly  succeeding  to  this  complaint,  but,  as  Prfifessor 
Cheyae  tUiuka,  not  originally  connected  wilh  it,  comes  r  de- 
Scriptiou,  as  it  would  aftni,  of  the  divine  delivtraiice  of  Israel 
from  the  Persian  anpremavy  and  frf>ra  its  surrounding  and  neigh- 
bouring foes.  In  this  propliecy  we  notice  what  wc  have  often  luul 
occasiou  to  notice  before :  a  2eal  for  rebgiun,  uot  safiicicntiy  purified 
from  jiatioiial  and  party  hntreile,  miikfe  the  lanpuHge  of  the  writer 
iatenijieiutely  violent  whenever  he  looks  beyond  tlie  limits  of  hie 
own  community.  Let  us,  who  are  bo  far  rfmovcd  frnm  all  these 
local  and  national  hatreds,  seek  to  absorb  and  profit  by  what  is 
woble  and  abltliag  in  these  utterancCB,  and  neglect  what  is  temporary 
and  imperfect. 

And  the  Lord  saw  it,  and  it  displeased  bini  that  there 
was  no  judgement.  And  he  saw  that  there  ivas  no  man, 
nnd  marvelled  that  there  was  none  to  interpose :  therefore 
Wis  arm  brought  salvation  tnito  him;  and  lus  righteous- 
ness, it  sustained  him.  For  he  put  on  rig^hteouaiieas  as  a 
hrejkstplate,  and  an  helmet  of  salvation  upon  his  }iea<l ;  and 
he  put  on  the  garmentH  of  vengeance  for  clothing,  and 
was  dad  with  zeal  as  a  cloak.  According  to  their  deeds, 
accordingly  he  will  repay,  fury  to  his  adversaries,  recouipence 
to  his  enemies.  So  shali  they  fear  the  name  of  the  Lord 
from  the  west,  and  his  glory  from  the  rimng  ui  the  sun. 
For  he  shall  come  like  a  stnutened  stream  whieh  the  breath 
of  the  Lord  driveth  on,  but  as  a  redeemer  shall  he  come  to 
Zion,  and  unto  them  that  turn  from  transgression  in  Jacob, 
saith  the  Lord.  As  for  ine,  this  is  my  covenant  with  them, 
saith  the  Lord :  My  spirit  that  ia  upon  thee,  and  my  worda 
which  I  have  put  in  thy  mouth,  shall  not  depart  out  of  thy 
mouth,  lior  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  seed,  nor  out  of  the 
mouth  of  thy  seed's  seed,  saith  the  Lord,  from  henceforth 
and  for  ever. 

I  will  here  quote  anotlier  famous  fragment  which  may  also  have 
been  writteji  in  the  Nehemian  nge. 

He  that  putteth  his  trust  in  me  shall  possess  the  land, 
and  shall  inherit  my  holy  mountain,     Cast  ye  "tst  ye 
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Up,  prepare  the  way,  tukc  up  the  stumblingblock  out  of 
the  way  of  my  people.  For  thus  saith  tie  high  uud  lofty 
One  that  is  enthralled  for  etx^rnity,  whose  name  is  Holy; 
I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place,  with  him  also  that  is  of 
a  contrite  and  humble  Rpiritj  to  revive  the  spirit  of  the 
humble,  and  to  revive  tlie  heart  of  the  contrite  ones.  Fop 
I  will  not  contend  fur  ever,  neither  will  I  be  uln-uys  MToth : 
for  the  spirit  would  fail  before  me,  and  the  souU  wliich 
1  have  made.  For  his  ini(|iiity  was  I  wrotli^  and  smote  liira: 
I  hid  n»e,  and  was  wroth,  and  he  went  on  frowanlly  in  the 
way  of  [lis  heart.  1  have  seen  his  ways,  and  will  heal  him  : 
1  will  lead  hloi  also,  and  bring  eucnfort  unto  him  and  to  Ids 
mourners.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  that  ereateth  the  fruit  of 
the  lips;  Peace,  peace  to  him  tliat  is  far  off,  and  to  him  that 
is  near,  and  1  will  heal  him.  But  the  wicked  are  like  the 
troubled  sea,  for  it  cannot  rest,  and  its  waters  cast  up  nure 
and  dirt.     There  is  no  peace,  saith  my  God,  to  the  wicked. 

Several  great  doctrinea  of  religion  aeem  contained  iu  tins  short 
passiige.  Ood  dwells  on  high,  but  he  also  dwelU  below.  Hu  is  far 
and  near  at  one  and  llio  same  time,  or  nither  his  nonrnesa  and 
farnesa  are  not  to  be  measured  by  coiiBideralionB  of  apace.  He 
dwells  with  the  hiimhie.  Just  as  intelJectnal  hnniility  in  the 
conditioti  of  true  wisdom,  so  moral  humility  is  the  condition  of 
true  i-cligiopsness.  To  the  wicked,  ao  hnfi  ua  lie  ia  wicked  and 
unrepeutaut,  there  can  be  no  peace  :  to  the  Iiumhle.  peace  is  offered 
and  is  obtainable,  he  he  near  or  be  he  far.  Perhaps  the  writer 
meant  near  aud  fur  iu  this  pat;siige  locally  ;  he  was  thiiiltiug  of  the 
Jews  who  wore  in  Jerusalem  and  Judah  on  the  one  hand,  and  of 
the  many  ttill  ficiittercd  abroad  in  distant  lands  upon  the  other. 
But  Mw  may  interpret  'near'  and  '  fur'  like  the  Rabbis;  the  sinner 
ia  oflfered  peare  as  well  as  the  ^oorl,  provided  that  he  desires  to 
obtniu  what  is  offured  to  bim  by  the  Eternal  Saviour. 

4  i6.  A  sincere  student  of  the  Second  T«Hlah,who  lived  peivhance 
in  the  age  of  Nehemiah  and  of  Ezra,  drew  a  piclui-e  of  the  Gulden 
Age,  in  tho  speedy  advent  of  wliich  he  devoutly  believed,  in  the 
following  ode.  He  is  in  some  ref-pecta  a  close  imitator  of  his  ^eat 
maater,  but  he  falls  a  little  short  of  him  in  it^^pth  aud  purity.  He 
does  nut  soar  ho  tiigh  or  see  so  far.  Terhaps  he  wroto  before 
Nehemiah  had  built  the  walls  of  Jeruuuloni. 

Arise,  shine ;  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  is  risen  upou   thee.     For,  behold,  darkness  covereth 


the  earthj  and  gross  darkness  the  peoples :  but  the  Lord 
sliaii  arise  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  shall  be  seen  upon  tliee. 
And  the  luitions  sh«ll  come  to  thy  I'ls'^'^y  '"'^  kings  to  the 
brigtitness  of  thy  rising^.  Lift  up  thine  cjx's  round  about, 
and  see:  all  they  g'athcr  themselves  together,  they  conie  to 
thee;  thy  sons  slmll  come  from  fur,  atul  tliy  daughters  shall 
be  borne  at  the  side.  Then  thou  shalt  see,  and  shine  with 
joy,  and  thine  heart  shall  throb,  and  be  enlarged,  because  the 
ubundance  uF  the  sea  sliull  be  turned  uiitu  llice,  the  riches  of 
the  nations  shall  come  uiitu  thee. 

Tlie  nmltitude  of  camels  shall  cover  thee^  the  dromedaries 
of  Madian  andEphah;  all  they  from  Siieba  shall  eome:  they 
shall  brin^-  gold  and  incense;  and  they  shall  shew  forth  the 
praises  of  the  Lord.  All  the  flocks  of  Kedar  shall  be  gathered 
togi;ther  unto  thee,  the  rams  of  Nebaioth  shall  minister  unto 
thee :  they  sliall  come  up  with  acceptance  on  mine  altar,  and 
I  ivill  glorify  the  hoiis«  of  my  glorj'.  Wlto  are  these  that  fly 
as  a  cloud,  and  as  the  doves  to  their  window's?  Surely  the 
sailors  shall  gather  theniselves  together  for  lue,  and  the  ships 
of  Tarshish  first,  to  brini^  thy  sous  from  far,  their  silver  acul 
their  gold  with  thenij  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  (lod, 
and  to  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  because  he  hath  glorified  thee. 

And  foreigners  shall  build  up  thy  walls,  and  their  kings 
shall  minister  uiito  thee:  for  in  my  wrath  I  smote  thee,  but 
in  my  favour  have  I  bad  mercy  on  thee.  Therefore  l!iy  gates 
shall  be  open  continually ;  they  shall  not  be  shut  day  nor 
night;  that  men  may  bring  unto  thee  the  riches  of  the 
nations,  and  their  kings  in  a  captive  train.  The  glory  of 
Typbanon  shall  come  unto  tliee,  the  fir  tree,  the  pine  tree,  and 
the  box  together,  to  beautify  the  place  of  my  sanctuary;  and 
that  1  may  make  the  place  of  my  feet  glorious.  The  sons 
also  of  them  that  afflicted  thee  and  that  despised  thee  shall 
come  bending  unto  thee;  and  they  shall  call  t!iee,  The  city 
of  the  Lord,  the  Zion  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  Whereas 
thou  hast  been  forsaken  and  hated,  so  that  no  man  went 
through  thee,  1  will  make  thee  an  external  excellciicy,  a  joy 
of  many  generations.  Thou  shiiH  also  suck  the  milk  of  the 
nations,  and  shalt  stick  the  breast  of  kings  :  and  thou  shalt 
know  that  I  the  Lord  am  thy  Saviour  and  thy  Redeemer,  the 
mighty  One  of  Jacob. 

For  brass  I  will  bring  gold,  and  for  iron  I  will  bring  silver: 
1    will    also    make   thy   otlicers   peace,   and   thy   BoveruorB 
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righteousiieRs,  Violence  shall  no  more  be  heard  in  thy  hmH, 
wasting  nor  destruction  within  thy  borders;  but  thou  shnit 
cull  thy  walls  Sulvatiun,  and  lliy  f<atcs  Pndsc.  The  sun  sh:Ul 
be  no  niun'  thy  liglit  hy  cUiy ;  neither  for  hrijfhtness  shall  the 
uioon  give  light  unto  thee:  hut  the  Lrf)rd  shall  hf^  unto  thee 
»n  everhisting  Hf^ht,  and  thy  God  thy  gloi*j*.  Thy  sun  shall 
no  more  go  down ;  neither  shall  thy  moon  withdraw  itself : 
for  the  Lord  shall  be  thine  everksting  light,  and  the  days  of 
thy  raiiurning  Bhall  be  ended.  Thy  people  also  shall  be  all 
righteous:  they  sliall  inherit  the  land  for  ever,  the  bmnch  of 
my  planting,  the  work  of  my  hands,  that  I  may  he  glorified. 
The  little  one  shall  herome  a  tho\isand.  and  the  small  one 
a  strong  nation ;  I  the  Lord  will  hasten  it  in  its  time. 

The  snme  writer  continues  his  now  noble  and  now  somewhat 

material  anticipatinni!  of  nHtional  prosperity  atid  political  inde- 
pendeticti  in  the  two  or  tluce  pissagcB  which  ianiniL'diately  follow 
upon  the  preceding  wle.  He  imilatee  the  Second  Isaiah  by  uccu- 
sionally  introducing  the  Semuit  of  the  Lord  as  the  speaker. 

The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me ;  because  the  Lord 
hftth  anointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek;  he 
luith  sent  ine  to  bind  up  the  hrokerdnearted,  to  proclaim 
liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  o|H'ning  of  the  prison  to  them 
that  are  bound ;  to  proclaim  the  acceptjible  year  of  the  Lord, 
uui\  the  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God;  to  comfort  all  that 
monni  in  Ziou,  to  give  unto  thcui  a  coronet  for  ashes,  the  oil 
of  joy  for  mournings  the  gtirmcnt  ijf  jjraise  for  the  spirit  of 
heavniess ;  that  they  might  be  called  trees  of  righteousnessj 
the  planting  of  the  Lord,  that  he  might  be  glorified. 

And  they  sliall  build  the  old  wastes,  they  sliall  raise  up  the 
former  desolations,  and  they  shall  repair  the  waste  cities, 
the  desolations  of  many  generations.  And  strangers  shall 
8tund  and  feed  your  flocks,  and  the  sous  of  tlie  alien  shall  he 
your  ploughmen  and  your  vinedressers.  But  ye  shall  1»  named 
the  Priests  of  the  Lord  :  men  shall  call  you  the  Ministers  of 
our  God  :  ye  shall  eat  the  riches  of  the  nations,  find  in  their 
glory  shidl  ye  adorn  yourselves. 

Because  shame  in  tlouhle  measure,  and  conFuaiou,  and 
spitting  were  their  portion :  therefore  in  their  land  they  shall 

1)osse8s  the  double  :  everlasting  joy  shall  be  unto  them.     For 
the  Lord  love  justice,  I  hate  robbery  and  wickedness  j  and 
I  will  recompense  them  in  truth,  and  I  will  make  an  ever- 
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laeting  covenant  with  them.  And  their  seed  shall  be  kno\m 
among  the  nations,  h.n<l  their  offspring  among  the  peoples :  all 
that  see  them  shall  acknowledge  them,  that  they  are  the  seed 
which  the  Lord  hath  bleased. 

1  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my  aoul  shall  be  joyful 
in  my  God ;  for  he  hath  clothed  me  with  the  garments  of 
salvation,  he  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  righteousness, 
as  a  bridegroom  decketh  himself  with  a  tiara,  and  as  a  bride 
iidorneth  herself  with  her  jewels.  For  as  the  earth  bringtth 
forth  her  bud,  and  as  the  garden  causeth  the  things  that  are 
84Jwn  in  it  to  spring  forth;  so  the  Lord  God  will  cause 
righteousness  and  praise  to  spring  forth  before  all  the  nations. 

For  Zion's  sake  will  I  not  hold  my  peace,  and  for  Jem- 
salem's  sake  I  will  not  rest,  until  the  righteousness  thereof 
go  forth  as  brightness,  and  the  salvation  thereof  as  a  torch 
that  burneth.  And  the  nations  shall  see  thy  righteousness, 
and  :dl  kings  thy  glory:  and  thou  shalt  be  called  by  a  new 
name,  which  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  shall  name.  Thou  shalt 
ulso  be  a  crown  of  glory  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  a  royal 
diadem  in  the  hand  of  thy  God, 

Tliou  shalt  no  more  be  termed  Forsaken ;  neither  shall 
thy  land  any  more  be  termed  Desolate :  but  tliou  shalt  be 
called  Ileph/i-bah  (my  delight  is  in  thee),  and  tJty  laud 
Beulah  (married) ;  for  the  Lord  deligbteth  in  lliee,  and  thy 
land  shall  be  married.  For  as  a  young  man  marrieth  u 
virgin,  so  shall  thy  Builder  marry  thee:  and  as  the  bride- 
groom rejoiceth  over  the  bride,  so  shall  thy  God  rejoice 
oi'er  tliee. 

I  have  set  watchmen  upon  thy  walls,  O  Jerusalem,  which 
shall  never  hold  their  peace  day  nor  night:  yc  that  are  the 
Lard's  remembrancers,  keep  not  silence,  and  give  hlni  no 
rt-at,  till  he  estabUsh,  and  till  he  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in 
the  earth. 

The  Lord  hath  sworn  by  his  right  hand,  and  by  the  arm 
of  his  strengths  Surely  I  will  no  more  give  thy  corn  to  be 
food  for  thine  enemies ;  and  the  sons  of  the  stranger  sliall 
not  drink  thy  wine,  for  the  which  tliou  hast  lalioured  :  but 
they  that  have  garnered  it  shall  eat  it,  and  praise  the  Lord; 
and  they  that  have  gathered  it  together  shall  drink  it  in  the 
courts  of  my  holiness. 

Go  through,  go  through  the  gates ;  prepare  ye  the  way  of 
the  people;  cast  up,  cast  up  the  highway;  gather  out  the 
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stonus;  lift  up  a  Ktaridaixl  fur  the  peoples.  Behold,  the  LonI 
hitth  proclMimed  untn  the  end  of  the  world.  Say  ye  to  the 
daughter  of  Zion,  liclioid,  thy  salvation  cometh;  bcliuld,  his 
rcwftrd  is  with  hiin,  uad  his  reaiinpciise  before  him.  And 
they  shidl  call  them.  The  holy  people.  The  redeemed  of  the 
Lord :  and  thou  shalt  he  ealledj  Sought  out,  A  city  not 
forsaken. 


What  are  we  rightly  to  think  iind  say  about  these  prophetic 

pawins  /  'J'hey  seem  to  echo  the  woHb  of  the  Second  Isai&h,  but 
scarcely  to  echo  his  spirit.  The  spirit  seems  sometiniHit  to  echo  the 
exclusiveuesa  of  Kzra  and  Nehemiah.  If  Cod  h&s  a  closer  relation 
to  Israel  than  to  any  uther  n»oc,  then  we  fuel  that  the  oijy  ex- 
pression of  that  nearuess  which  does  not  jnr  upon  our  iuui-hI  &euse 
is  the  iimnortiil  uttf  ranee  of  Ainoe :  '  You  only  have  1  chopeu  of  all 
the  fa]nilie3  of  the  earth :  therefore  I  will  visit  upon  you  all  your 
iniquities.'  (See  p.  354.)  There  la  a  certain  error  of  uiiud  which 
people  call  Chauvinism  .-  the  woni  is  only  eiglitj  years  old,  hut  tljc 
fault  which  it  now  ser\-eB  to  deeignale  is  tar  older.  Chauvinism  is 
an  exaggerated  or  illiberal  i>aIriotiHni.  There  can  moreover  he 
Chauvinism  iu  religion  ae  well  as  iu  nationality.  Among  the 
Jews  in  the  Nehemian  a^e  thero  was  a  raost  uufortonato  ideulifi- 
cution  of  religiiJii  rnd  mce.  It  was  practictdly  nlmust  iinpusi-ible 
for  any  ono  to  be  keen  and  eager  about  his  religion  who  was  not 
also  keen  and  eager  about  Iok  race.  Moreover  the  cau^e  of  religion 
was  (as  it  aeemeil)  inexplicably  bound  up  with  the  cause  ot  the 
iirition.  Tlie  defeat  of  the  one  seemed  the  dyfeat  of  the  otiier: 
the  victoiy  of  the  one  seemed  the  vietory  of  tlie  other.  For  though 
the  Jews  at  that  time  firmly  helieved  in  one  Uod  only,  they  also 
believed  that  he  was  their  God  in  &  far  nearer  and  friendlier  Beriiie 
than  be  was  the  God  of  the  Samaritans,  the  Persians,  nud  the 
Egyptiaus,  The  consequeuce  was  that  instead  of  rtligiun  chvckiug 
the  excesses  of  patriotic  feeling,  it  positively  increased  them. 
Whereas  now,  just  because  there  are  French  Jews,  German  Jews, 
and  Dutch  Jew?,  or  juRt  hecause  there  are  French  Protestants, 
Gennau  Protestants,  and  Dutch  Protestants,  any  false  pride  or 
enmity  of  English  Jews  or  Engiteh  Protestanta  ngainst  France, 
Germany,  or  Uollaud  is  checked  and  curbed  by  religion  (for  there 
ia  a  community  of  religion  whit;h  moet  happily  does  not  coincide 
with  the  CDiiiDuiuity  of  the  nation),  at  that  time  all  Jews  belonged 
to  one  nation,  and  the  relipou  was  national.  Tlie  purer  and  better 
it  became,  and  the  mure  fully  thfl  whole  people  was  imbued  with  it, 
the  deeper  yawned  the  gulf  between  them  and  every  other  nation, 
and  the  wider  and  higher  grew  the  barrier  which  seemed  to  keep 
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tliemftloofant!  asunder  in  prmirlanff  jealous  isolation.   ExclasivenesB 
was  dignified  into  a  religious  duty. 

Tlie  Second  laniali  cuuld  h^nlly  Imve  tauglit  what  he  did  except 
in  exile.  It  ie  all  the  more  remjirkabl<;  tlint  iit  a  time  when  it 
eeeraed  impossible  for  a  man  to  l«  a  Jew  in  religion  who  wag  not 
a  Jew  by  uationality,  the  teacliing  of  tlie  Second  Isaiah  never 
wholly  died  out.  At  least  this  much  grew  to  be  a  common  dogma 
of  I'ailh  :  that  the  drama  of  human  history  could  never  reach  its 
gon]  until  all  mankind  believed  in  one  God  only^  and  that  God 
'  the  Lord.'  And  with  this  dogma  there  went  another,  even  though 
its  implicfttioBB  were  not,  as  regards  the  outer  worH,  fully  realized  : 
the  Lord  is  righteous,  and  loves  rljjhteousness.  Botli  these  j^reit 
dognme  arc  clearly  expresi'Cd  in  the  proptietical  paasagea  whieh  wc 
have  just  rejwl,  and  with  the  second  m  our  guide  and  principle, 
we  can  ourselves  determine  the  iiccesaary  develojimouts  and  impli- 
cations of  the  Eii'Bt.  Some  of  these  developments  we  have,  as  it 
were,  already  teen  exemplified  iu  the  Setujnd  Isaiah  and  in  the 
fragment  quoted  on  p,  520 ;  other  striking  instances  of  them  we 
have  yet  to  liear. 
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CHAPTER  XIX 


§  I.  Before  continuing  iu  a  secDitd  volume  tiie  history  of  the 
Jews  after  tho  age  of  Nehemiah,  1  will  clcwse  the  preBent  volume  by 
Bome  extracts  from  the  earliest  chapters  of  the  Bihle.  I  do  not 
Kay  'earlieat '  hecauae  they  were  written  firat,  but  earliest  because 
they  come  first.  As  I  explained  hefure,  these  two  aeii&cs  of  'earliest' 
by  uo  laeaua  cnrRspond.  For  instance,  the Jtr»t  (aiid  in  that  sense 
furlieit)  chapter  of  the  Bible  was  probably  written  some  three 
hundred  years  after  the  second  chapter,  whlcli  now  iraniediately 
Hucceeda  it.  The  Jirst  chapter  of  the  Bible  had  probatly  not  yet 
been  written  at  the  time  of  the  Second  IsRitth,  That  Urst  chapter 
opcuB  the  introduction  to  tho  law-book  wi-itten  in  Babylonia,  and 
brought  by  Ezra  to  Jeruealem  (pp.  514-530- 

§  2.  Tou  will  remember  that  after  a  prefatory  chapter  of  ex- 
planations, I  told  ill  the  next  four  chapters  of  the  present  book,  by 
means  of  extracts  from  the  Bible  itself,  the  story  of  the  Hebrews, 
113  they  themselves  have  handed  it  down  to  ua,  fi-ora  the  '  first  great 
Hebrew  hero  Abraham'  down  to  the  death  of  Moses.  Then  in  the 
sixth  chapter  I  brought  together  a  Bfilection  from  the  various  laws 
and  atatutes  which  are  usaigued  to  the  Founder.  I  explained  that 
the  narratives  and  the  laws  from  wliich  I  quoted  were  writtou  in 
(liffereut  periods,  and  were  pieced  together  by  more  than  one  editorJ 
and  compiler,  These  narratives  and  laws  taken  together  make  uj^ 
the  first  five  books  of  the  Bible,  and  are  often  called  the  rentateuch. 
The  word  '  Pentateuch,'  a&  1  have  already  said,  ia  derived  fi"oui  tlie 
(ireefc  'I'ente,'  which  means  'five/  and  •Teuchoa,'  which  in  late 
Greek  means  'book.' 

§  3.  These  five  'hooka '  are  known  in  Hebrew  by  the  words  with 
which  each  begins.  Thus  the  fifth  book,  which  comprises  tie 
Ketroapect,  is  called  in  Hebrew  BehaTun,  or  Words,  Iwcause  it 
opens  iu  Hebrew  thus:  Aleh  luidehtiHin,  '  theae  are  the  words.*  In 
EngSish  Bibles  this  book,  containing  our  familiar  RetroHpect,  is 
called  Deut^onom^.    That  again  is  a  Greek  word  meauiug  Uterally 
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second  or  repeated  law.  The  name  grew  up  out  of  nn  Jnexsct 
Greek  translation  of  a  jihraHC  m  the  following  passage  frgm  the 
lietwepect. 

When  thou  art  couie  unto  the  liiiid  which  the  Lord  thy 
God  gK'eth  thee,  and  shfilt  posHess  it,  jind  shalt  dwell  therein, 
and  shalt  say,  I  will  set  a  king  over  me,  like  as  all  the  nations 
that  are  about  me;  thou  shalt  surely  set  him  king  over  thee, 
wlioui  the  Ijord  thy  God  shall  choose :  one  from  among  thy 
hrethre]!  shalt  thou  set  king  over  thee :  thou  nniycst  not  set 
a  foreigiier  over  thee,  who  is  not  thy  brother.  But  he 
shall  not  multiply  horses  to  himself,  nor  cause  the  people  to 
return  to  Egypt,  to  the  end  that  he  should  multiply  horses : 
foruauiuch  as  the  Lord  hath  said  unto  you,  Ye  sliall  hence- 
forth return  no  more  that  way.  Neither  shidi  he  multiply 
wives  to  himself,  tliat  hia  heart  turn  not  a\vay  :  neither  shall 
he  greatly  multiply  to  himself  silver  and  gold.  And  it  shall 
he,  when  he  sitteth  upon  the  tlirone  of  his  kingdon),  that  he 
shall  write  him  a  copy  of  this  law  in  a  iKJok  out  of  that  which 
is  before  the  priests  the  Levites :  and  it  shall  be  with  him, 
and  he  shall  read  therein  all  the  days  of  his  life :  tliat  lie 
may  learn  to  fear  the  Lord  his  God,  to  keep  all  the  words  of 
this  law  and  these  statutes,  to  do  them  :  that  his  heart  be  not 
lifted  up  above  his  brethren,  and  that  he  turn  not  aside  from 
the  connnandmeiLt,  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left:  to  the 
end  that  he  may  prolong  his  days  in  his  kingdom,  he,  and 
his  children,  in  the  midst  of  Israel. 

In  the  Greek  the  wcrds  '  a  copy  of  this  law '  (which  is  a  correct 
rendering  of  the  Hebrew)  are  translated  by  *this  aecnnd  or  i*epented 
law '  {to  deutero7ioimon  touto),  and  80  tba  Uetrospect  as  a.  whole  got 
the  narae  of  Deiitejonomy. 

The  fom-tli  section  of  the  Pentateuch  is  called  in  Hebrew  after 
its  fifth  word,  Bumidbar,  *iu  the  wililernest.'  In  the  Euglish  Bible 
it  ia  called  Numbers,  aa  iu  Latiu  Sumeri,  and  iu  Greek  Arilhmoi. 
The  name  Numbers  was  given  to  it  becaaee  it  contain^  a  ceD&ub  of 
the  Israelite  tribL-a. 

The  third  section  of  the  Pentateuch  is  called  in  Hebrew  Vayih'a, 
*QQd  he  called.'  Tliat  is  Its  oiwaiiig  word.  In  English  we  kuow  it 
UB  Leviticus,  aud  it  was  so  called  because  it  contnins  »  number  uf 
laws  alwut  the  Lcvitea  and  the  priesta,  aud  the  sacrifices  and  rites 
over  which  they  presided. 

The  second  section  of  the  Pentateuch  is  called  in  Hebrew  SJiemot 
(aaraes),  because  it  beghia  with   the  words    Ve^'Uh  •'i'hanof,  'And 
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these  lire  tho  iinmee.'     In  English  it  is  called  Exu^us,  because  its 
miiin  or  mo&t  importnnt  subject  ib  the  Kxodus  fi'on)  Egypt. 

Thus  my  filih  cliapUi]-  (pp.  58-133)  lH'<;ina  with  the  opeaing  of 
Exodus,  aoii  ccniitnina  Bclectious  from  Lxodu&,  Numbers  and  l)eu- 
teroiiomy.  The  sixth  chapter,  which  13  a  cyllect'ioii  of  hwis 
(I'P-  ^Z4~^^o)'  incUides  ordinnnces  that  are  scattered  through 
Exodua,  LeTiticus  and  Denteronomy. 

§4.1  have  gime  Ihrou^'h  tlie  hooks  or  sections  of  the  Pentateuch 
in  their  reverte  order.  The  first  cection  remains  over.  I  liave 
given  extracts  from  it  in  my  aocond,  third  and  fourth  chapters, 
which  begin  with  tlie  sturj'  of  the  'fii-st  greut  Hebrew  hero 
Altrahnm '  nuiX  end  wilh  the  di'ftth  of  JoSL-ph  (pp.  9-57).  But 
though  1  l>egan  ray  telections  from  the  Bible  with  the  atory  of 
Abrahura,  the  Bible  itaelf  doca  not  begin  with  him.  The  drst 
section  of  Ihe  ]'cnt'>tetich  in  now  divided  into  fifty  chapters,  and  uot 
till  the  twflfih  chapter  do  we  there  come  to  the  story  uf  Abiiihnm. 

There  were  two  '  chronicles '  (as  we  may  call  tliem),  bnth  written 
before  the  Retrospect,  which  told  the  stories  of  tlin  old  Hebrew 
Jieroea  or  palnarchs,  »a  they  are  commonly  called^  Bits  from  both 
tlii;&e  chronicles,  dovetailed  simietimes  in  very  ingenious  futJnon, 
are  prefftiTed  to  un  in  our  preeeut  IVntateucli.  You  will  remember 
how  in  the  etory  of  Joseph  we  were  able  to  disfinguirth  between 
the  two  versiouB  of  the  mie  storv  (pp.  39,  47).  And  the  later  (or 
Ezra's)  law-book  (from  which  the  firat  chapter  of  the  Bible  is  taken) 
is  ulto  set  in  11  framework  of  history,  and  also  spooks,  though  very 
briefly,  of  the  old  heroes,  Abralmm,  I&uac  and  Jacob.  For  instance, 
the  extract  given  in  Chapter  III,  §  4,  is  taken  from  Ezra's  law- Imok. 

One  at  least  of  those  earlier  clirouicles  beg.in  its  naiTative,  as 
I  have  eaid,  long  bet'oro  Abraham.  And  the  later  law-book  in  this 
resiject  followed  its  example.  The  fitst  eleven  chapters  of  the  first 
seetion  of  tiip  Pentateuch  is  mnde  up  of  dovelaiied  pieccB  from  one 
of  these  two  earlier  chronicles  and  from  the  later  l;iw-book. 

And  now  I  come  to  the  uame  of  this  first  section,  the  mime  that 
is  of  the  firat  booti  of  tho  whole  liiblc.  It  in  known  in  Hebrew 
fnnn  itfi  opeiiing  word  as  Beirekii,  'in  the  beginning.'  In  English 
it  it!  known  as  Centhis.  Genesis  is  a  good  Greek  word,  meaning 
ortrjin,  hirth,  creation.  And  the  reason  for  this  name  is  accurate 
enough ;  fur  the  Book  of  Qcuesis  opens  with  Hie  story  of 
Creation. 

§  5,  Both  the  autlior  of  the  early  chronicle  and  of  the  later  law- 
book desire  not  merely  to  record  the  lives  of  IsriLcl's  ancestors,  but 
also,  as  Professor  Driver  has  said,  'to  define  the  place  occupied  by 
Israel  among  other  nations,  and  to  show  how  it  gnulually  emei-gea 
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irate  tind  distinct  existence'  They  tliorefore  trace  the 
att6si^  of  Abraham  right  back  tu  the  fii-st  man  who  €ver  lived 
upon  the  enrtb,  and  they  preface  this  with  the  stvry  of  Creation 
itself. 

How,  you  miiy  reiiBOiiahly  ask,  did  these  Hebrew  writers  know 
anythiiig:  about  such  vei-y  far-off  evtuts  "i  Surely  croati^iii  «nd  the 
origin  of  man  are  veiled  in  the  deepest  obscurity,,  and  aciente  is 
only  ntiw  te;;! ruling  to  lift  the  ntmnet  corner  of  the  vtil.  Thitt  is 
tme,  The  world  Jb  millions  of  y^ars,  and  man  is  thouFJinds  of  yearfl, 
older  than  thf^e  Hebrt-w  writers  knew  of,  Indeed,  knowlcd^'e  on 
tlicse  uiutteiB  Ihey  htid  iioue,  All  they  liad  was  Imdition.  Most 
pi'Oplo  have  curious  niytlia,  Icgendg  jind  tjndittoiis  uliout  the 
origiTi  of  the  world,  the  origin  of  man,  and  the  origin  of  their 
own  race.  Tlie  Hthrews  were  no  exception,  lint  tlie  traditions 
wliicO]  tliey  had  were  not  poj'ely  Hebraic.  They  had  them  in. 
common  with  thwr  iieighljoiirs  and  kinsmen,  uial  these  legends 
and  traditions  paeeed  and  diiltpd  nbout  firmi  land  to  bmd,  and 
many  vltbiohs  and  varieties  of  tht'iii  came  gradually  into  t'xi>)tcnte. 
Of  late  years  fragments  of  the  old  Babyloiiiaii  stories  and  Iraditious 
iiboiit  the  creation  of  the  world,  nnd  the  origin  of  man,  and  tti  the 
^veat  Flood  which  destroyed  idl  mankind  except  a  single  family, 
have  been  discovered  and  interpreted,  and  we  find  in  them  many 
rurioUB  and  interesting  parallels  to  the  Hebrew  stories  and 
traditioua  preserved  to  us  in  the  BiUe.  And  even  in  Greek 
mythology  there  are  some  parallels  to  the  bihlic&l  narralivea. 


§  6.  These  stories  then  are  in  no  seiise  historical.  But  there  ia 
n  epeciftl  peculiarity  about  tbem  which  makes  thera  uusuitabla 
reading  with  which  to  begin  our  knowledge  of  the  Bible.  Tbey 
embody  (more  eapeciuUy  those  portions  of  tho  eleven  chapters 
which  come  from  the  earlier  chronicler)  jio^ml/tr  tiaditions  about 
very  big  subjects :  Creation,  the  origin  of  evil,  the  beginuings  of 
civilization,  the  Bubsequeut  destruction  of  all  mankind  except 
u  Biuglc  family,  the  dlvereitles  of  language.  Tradition  and  legend 
dt-aling  with  tlieae  huge  anbjecte  de-al  with  them  often  in  a  childish, 
and  sometimes  in  au  unelevated  way.  The  Hebrew  wiitera  took 
the  traditions  m  they  know  thcin  and  found  tliem,  and  though  they 
changed  them  liere  Hud  modified  them  there,  they  left  their  esaential 
character  nualtered.  These  first  eleven  chapters  do  not  therefore 
by  any  means  contain  what  if*  best  and  noblest  in  the  Bible. 
The  legends  on  which  they  are  based  were  often  crude,  and  the 
Hebrew  writers  could  nut  remove  their  cnidity  without  omitting 
them  altogelber.  The  ideas  of  the  writers  about  gncidness  and 
t»ud  wcie  often  far  superior  to  the  ideas  about  goodness  and  Ocd 
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which  are  reflected  hy  their  stories.  And  ao  it  cornea  to  pass 
that  tbo  frrvatest  ti-achers  in  the  Bible  (6. g.  Amos,  Uosea  or 
iKaiAh),  seldom  refer  or  allnde  to  the  iiarrativen  contained  in  the 
opMiing  eleven  chiiph-m  of  the  Book  of  Goucmb.  Nevei-theleaa 
the  storic-a  tbemselvcB  itre  very  famous,  and  be  would  be  very 
igiH>r»iit  whu  Lnd  oever  ri^ad  tliern.  And  sumo  uf  tlieui  contain 
noble  Ihougbtfi  nnd  striking  paae.nges.  But  tliey  are  not  suitAble 
for  anybody  who  is  beginuing  to  read  or  learn  nbout  the  Bible, 
because  of  the  reason  whii-b  I  Lavb  just  given  and  ou  other 
grounds.  I  have  therefore  tura  theui  Rway  from  tboir  proper 
plaoe,  and  instead  of  opening  this  votume  with  them  I  have 
inserted  thorn  as  a  cnnrludiiig  chapter.  I  will  only  here  add  one 
more  word  aijont  them  wliich  waa  suggeated  to  ine  by  a  very  wise 
friend  of  mine  who  tuves  her  Bible  well.  Slie  bade  me  remember, 
as  I  through  licr  bid  my  i-eadeis  remember,  thnt  these  ohl  stories 
hftve  been  itivereiieud  by  countless  pereone  for  many  hundreds  of 
yearn.  ThiTeforo  while  we,  lu  our  devotion  to  tlie  highest  truth 
and  goodness  that  we  know,  criticise  them  freely,  we  must  yet 
treat  them,  in  the  very  midat  of  our  criticiHiiis,  with  reverence  aud 
l-BSpecl,  And  we  must  also  bear  iu  mind  that  though  their  writers 
or  compilers  had  many  cldld-like  uotions  of  things  divine,  in  one 
puitit  they  never  faltered  (and  tbat  well  uigh  the  greatest  of  all) : 
righteousness  aud  guoclueBs  arc  the  passports  to  God's  approval. 
In  other  worda,  through  righteousness  we  '  live,'  ttirough  siDfalnesa 
we  'die':  the  higheFtt  life  is  the  life  of  goodnees;  the  deepest 
death  is  tine  life  of  sin.  If  we  then,  ae  ray  wise  friend  Fiays,  learn 
to  love  what  is  morally  true  and  good  in  these  old  atorias,  we  shall 
hear  the  ci-iticism 
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inger. 


$  7.  The  Book  of  Geneaia  (and  therewith  the  Bible)  opens,  as 
I  have  already  said,  with  the  creation  of  the  world.  It  gives 
two  acwunts  of  this  Creation,  the  first  taken  from  the  later  law- 
book, the  s<?cond  from  the  earlier  chronlLde.  The  first  account  is 
the  nobler,  the  simpifr  and  the  purer.  Indeed,  the  first  chapter  of 
Geneais  is  a  worthy  opening  to  the  whole  Bible.  In  it  those 
cruder  reliyimis  uotions  about  God  (ta  which  I  alluded  in  the 
preceding  paragraph)  are  couBpicuously  absent.  Let  us  hear  it 
UB  a  whole. 


In  the  beginning  God  creiited  the  heaven  and  the  earth. 
And  the  earth  was  without  form,  ivud  void  j  and  darkness 
was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep.  And  the  Spirit  of  God 
Jiovered  upon  the  face  of  the  waters.  And  God  Buid,  Let 
thert'  bt:  light :  and  there  was  light.     And  God  saw  the  light^ 
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waters  which  were 
which  were  above 
tirtuatnent  Heaven. 


that  it  was  good :  and  God  divided  the  light  from  the  dark- 
ness. And  God  cnlled  the  liyht  Day,  and  the  darkness  he 
called  Nijjht.  And  there  was  evening  and  there  was  morning'; 
the  first  day. 

And  God  said,  Let  there  be  a  firmament  in  the  midst  of  the 
waters,  and  let  it  divide  the  waters  from  the  waters  :  and  it 
was  80.  And  God  made  the  firmament,  and  divided  tlie 
under  the  fimiament  From  the  waters 
the  firmament.  And  God  called  the 
And  there  was  evening  and  there  was 
morning :  the  ttecond  day. 

And  God  Bai<l,  Let  the  waters  under  the  heaven  be  gathered 
togptlier  unto  one  place,  and  let  the  dry  land  appear :  and  it 
was  80.  And  God  called  the  dry  land  Karth;  and  the 
gathering  together  oi  the  waters  called  he  Seas :  and  God 
saw  that  it  was  good.  And  God  said.  Let  the  earth  bring 
forth  grass,  plants  bearing  seed,  and  fruit  trees  jdelding  fruit 
after  their  kind,  whose  seed  is  in  the  fruit,  upon  the  earth : 
and  it  was  so.  And  the  earth  brought  forth  grass,  and 
plants  bearing  seed  after  their  kind,  and  trees  yielding  fruit, 
whose  seed  w:v8  in  the  fruit,  after  their  kind  :  and  God  saw 
that  it  was  good.  And  there  was  evening  and  there  was 
morning  :  the  third  day. 

And  God  said.  Let  then  be  lights  in  the  firmament  of  the 
heaven  to  divide  the  day  from  the  night;  and  let  them  be  for 
signs,  and  for  seasous,  and  for  days,  and  years  :  and  let 
them  be  for  light  in  the  firmament  of  the  heaven  to  give 
light  upon  the  earth  ;  and  it  was  so.  And  God  made  the 
two  great  lights ;  the  greater  light  to  rule  the  day,  and  the 
lesser  light  to  rule  the  night :  he  made  the  sttirs  also.  And 
God  set  them  In  the  firmament  of  the  heaven  to  give  light 
upon  the  earth,  and  to  rule  over  the  day  and  over  the  night, 
and  to  divide  the  light  from  the  darkness :  and  God  saw  that 
it  was  good.  And  there  was  evening  and  there  was  morning: 
the  fourth  day. 

And  God  said,  Let  the  waters  swarm  with  living  crea- 
tures, and  let  birds  fly  above  the  earth  towards  the  finuameiit 
of  heaven.  And  God  created  great  sea-monstera  and  eiery 
living  creature  that  moveth,  with  which  the  xniters  swarm, 
after  their  kind,  and  every  winged  bird  after  its  kind : 
and  God  saw  that  it  wag  good.  And  God  blessed  them, 
saying.  Be  fruitful,  and  multiply^  and  £U  the  waters  in  the 
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Heas,  and  let  tlie  birds  multiply  on  the  earth.  And  there 
was  evening  iind  there  was  morning  :  the  fifth  day. 

And  God  said,  Let  the  earth  bring  forth  living  creatures 
after  their  kind  :  cattle,  and  creeping  things,  and  wild  beasts 
after  their  kind:  and  it  was  so.  And  God  made  the  wild 
hejtsts  after  their  Uind,  and  cattle  after  their  kind,  and  everj' 
thing  that  creeprth  upon  the  earth  after  ita  kind :  and  God 
saw  that  it  was  good. 

And  God  said,  Let  iib  make  man  in  our  image,  after  our 
likeness:  and  let  lEieni  have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the 
Mi-a,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  tlie  cattle,  and 
over  all  the  wihl  beasts,  und  over  every  creepiiig  thing  that 
creepeth  npon  the  earth.  So  GikI  created  man  in  his  own 
image,  in  the  image  of  God  created  he  him  ;  male  and 
female  credited  he  them.  And  God  blessed  them,  and  God 
said  unto  thetn,  Mc  fruitful,  and  multiply,  and  replenish  the 
earth,  and  subdue  it:  and  have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the 
sea,  ami  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  ererv  living  thing 
that  moveth  upon  the  earth.  An<i  God  said,  Behold,  I  have 
given  you  every  plant  bearing  seed,  which  is  upon  the  face  of 
all  the  earth,  and  every  tree  whereon  there  ia  fruit  yielding 
setul ;  to  you  it  shall  be  for  food.  But  to  ex'ery  beast  of  the 
earth,  and  to  every  bird  of  the  air,  and  to  everj'  thing  that 
creepeth  upon  the  earth,  wherein  there  is  life,  I  have  given 
every  green  herb  for  food  :  and  it  was  so.  And  Gotl  saw 
every  thing  that  he  had  made,  and,  behold,  it  was  very  gtMxl. 
And  there  was  evening  and  there  was  nionnng ;    the  sixth 

Thua  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  finished,  and  all  the 
host  of  them.  And  on  the  seventh  day  Gud  ended  his  work 
which  he  bad  made;  and  he  rested  on  the  seventh  day  fnim 
iiU  his  work  which  he  had  made.  And  God  blessed  the 
seventh  day,  and  sanctified  it :  because  that  in  it  he  had 
reati'd  from  all  his  work  winch  God  created  and  made. 

These  are  the  generations  of  the  heavens  and  of  the  earth 
when  they  were  created. 

§  8.  The  lost  eliort  pnragraph, '  These  are  the  generations  of  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  when  thyy  were  crtatcil,'  stood  originally, 
as  most  scholars  believe,  at  the  opening  of  the  whole. 

I  cannot  attempt  to  write  any  Burt  of  commentary  to  thi3 
famous  chapter.  The  writer  aeenia  to  have  imagined  that  before 
*  crejitiou  '  there  had  existed  from  iutermiuaHc  time  a  chaotic  mass 
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of 'matter'  (in  our  onlinary  seiiie  of  the  word),  aud  a  Umitlesa 
tumult  of  wftterti.  Wliat  he  moans  Ijy  the  Spirit  of  God  lioveriug, 
or  brootliu^',  '  npon  the  fnco  of  the  watBis,'  I  do  not  kuow.  You 
will  reamm'bL'r  liow  Milh)n  expands  the  innpe  in  his  famous  invo- 
catiou  to  the  divine  spirit  at  the  opeoiug  of  Faradiae  Lost  : 

And  chiefly  Thou,  O  Spirit,  thtit  dost  prefer 
Before  nil  tejnples  the  upri<!;ht  heart  and  pure, 
Instruct  mc,  for  Tliou  Jtnow'et;  Tliou  frota  the  first 
Waet  pftrFont,  luid,  with  mighty  wings  outspread, 
Dove-like  eat'pt  hroodjug  on  the  vast  Abyes, 
AjuI  niad'at  it  prcf^naut :  what  Id  me  is  dark 
Illumine,  what  is  low  raise  and  i-upport ; 
That,  to  the  iuglith  of  this  grtat  argumeiLt, 
I  mny  aBSprt  Eternal  Providence, 
And  juatify  the  waya  of  God  to  men. 

Note  that  to  this  Jewish  writer  God  is  oue,  oumipoteut  and 
supreme.  There  is  and  can  be  no  resistance  to  his  will,  Aa  he 
speaks,  bo  it  is.  Into  the  problem  why  God  created  the  world, 
the  writer  does  not  enter.  It  had  probably  not  occurred  to  his 
mind.  Moreover,  the  Creator  himself  ia  withdrawn  from  our 
eight.  We  only  hear  his  Word  ;  that  is  to  say,  from  the  works  of 
creation  we  infer  the  will  of  God. 

As  the  creation  issues  from  the  divine  will  it  is  '  good.'  At 
each  stage  of  his  work,  '  God  saw  that  it  wns  good '  ;  while  when 
the  Supreme  Artificer  contemplates  the  Creation  as  a  whole, 
including  mail  tlte  crown  of  it,  '  Behold,  it  was  va-^  good.'  Tiiere 
is  evil  in  the  world,  but  the  evil  (our  wi'iter  aeems  to  imply) 
is  not  of  God.  It  was  not  there  originally.  We  shall  see  that 
the  earlier  chronicler  also  (like  moat  other  framers  and  recoidwra 
iif  creation  sturies)  touched  on  this  problem  of  evil,  but  in  truth 
neither  he  nor  the  wisest  of  the  philosophers  who  came  after  hiui 
could  (at  the  most)  advance  more  Uian  a  tew  short  inches  on  the 
road  to  its  solution-  Between  '  all  things  come  of  God,'  and  '  from 
the  good  God  there  comes  but  goodness.'  the  human  iiiiud  passes 
and  repasfcea  unceasingly.     And  at  the  last  it  can  but  say:  '  Thou, 

0  God,  art  Truth,  and  before  God  who  is  Truth  [  mnrt  speak 
truly.  Evil  ia  Evil,  and  can  never  seem  to  me  Good,  but  Good 
masters  Evil  us  Hate  is  overcome  by  Love.  Human  righteousness 
and  human  love  hnvo  their  only  source  in  Thy  perfect  righteous- 
nesB  and  in  Thy  perfect  love.     Therefore,  in  epite  of  Evil,  which 

1  understand  not,  I  will  trust  in  Thee,  for  thou  ai-t  Good.' 

Note  timt,  according  to  our  writer,  man  and  beast,  before  Evil 
entered  into  the  world,  were  olike  herbivorous.      Both  lived  only 
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on  vegetableB ;  the  animals  on  one  sort,  man  on  unotlicr.  TIio 
'  wild  lieasts  '  were  iit  llie  beijimiing  not  wild  beasts  at  nil.  The 
SRice  fancy  is  found  in  the  trnditionR  nf  many  races,  Jurt  ae  bo 
many  havH  wistfully  'looked  backwards'  for  the  peace  and  happi- 
ness which  were  wanting  in  their  own  times.  Of  these  things 
you  can  read  in  niauy  booka. 

I  Imvo  alroady  eaid  that  this  fltory  of  Creation  is  the  pure 
work  of  phantasy.  There  were  no  Ruch  fix  days,  or  six  periods, 
nor  were  there  ]>lant3  upon  the  earth  befoi'%  there  was  sun  or  etara 
in  the  heaven.  It  is  mure  impot  taut  to  notice  ihu  gi'eatc-st  feature 
of  all  in  which  this  writer's  idea  of  creation  difTers  from  any 
possible  '  story  of  creation '  which  might  be  drawn  np  by  anybody 
lo-day.  To  use  a  long  but  expressive  word,  his  point  of  view 
iaa7iihT02Kx;en^e.  ATitkropoais  Greek  for'  mrtn/and  an  authropo- 
centi'ic  point  of  view  meaim  an  attitude  of  tho  mind  to  which  man 
is  the  centre.  You  will  note  that  in  this  story  of  creation,  man  is 
not  only  the  culmination  of  the  whulu  proci^se,  but  that  for  him 
everything  else  ia  made  on  earth  and  in  heaven.  Sun  and  moon 
and  stare  are  created  as  '  signs  and  setiwns  and  lights'  for  the  use 
of  man.  The  ei4rth  ia  the  ctntre  of  the  univeree,  which  comes  to 
an  end  at  the  firmament.  The  earth  is  fixed ;  the  sun  rises  and 
seta.  Whereas  we  now  know  that  to  space  there  iit  no  limit  or 
end.  We  know  that  the  sun  gives  light  and  waiTolh  to  several 
other  planets  besides  the  eai-th,  and  that  there  are  millions  and 
millions  of  other  stars  beeide  the  aun,  myriads  of  which  may  eucb 
possess  its  own  series  of  planets  revolidiig  runnd  them,  as  our 
eai'th  and  its  fellow- planets  revolve  round  the  aun.  And  on  all 
these  phnieta  of  all  these  suns  there  may  he  rational  beings,  wiser 
many  of  theni  perchance  than  we,  pmisiag  tlio  Wondrous  Spirit- 
God  who  auBtains  the  Infinite  whole  in  RighteouBness  and  Love. 
Thu3  our  point  of  view  has  euurmouely  widened  :  man  is  no  longer 
the  centre  of  the  univerae,  while  of  all  tha  rational  creatures  that 
adore  God  we  human  beings  are  not  necessarily  the  highest  iu  the 
scale. 

On  the  other  hand,  man's  greatness  remains  in  one  respect 
untouched  by  the  progress  of  knowledge,  or  is  even  increased  hy  it. 
'  So  God  created  man  in  hia  own  image :  iu  the  image  of  God 
created  he  him.'  We  do  not  precisely  know  what  onr  author 
meant  hy  these  words.  It  is  a  striking  fact  that  no  later  biblical 
writer  ever  refers  to  them.  But  other  tliiuhers  have  alao  felt  that 
there  is  some  kinship  or  Hkeuc&s  at  however  great  a  distance 
between  man  and  God.  In  the  literatuie  ol  Greece  you  will  ofteu 
come  across  the  thought,  exprefised  sometimes  in  noble  and 
Bometimes  in  phuntastic  forms.    By  the  image  of  God  we  may 
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nnderstnnd  that  man  posaesBeB  Spirit  or  Reason,  iu  virtue  of  which 
he  fi-ame9  the  idea  of  Wisdom  on  the  ouc  hiiod,  and  of  Gooduess  on 
the  ether,  while  he  unites  the  two  iu  the  ifluii  of  God.  Through 
ReaEOTi,  the  divine  image,  we  can  not  only  become  wise  and  good, 
hut  liDow  when  we  do  well,  and  when  we  i'ail.  Through  the  divine 
image  we  rise  to  the  knowledge  uud  the  love  of  Gud.  From  God 
we  comCj  of  God  we  nve  ;  suiely  then,  to  Gud  we  go.  If  this 
be  Eo,  then  umn'a  grentnesB  is  ne  real  as  hia  httlenesB.  But  his 
humility  muet  not  lie  matuhed  by  his  pride  ;  for  whatever  he  hafi  or 
whatever  he  ia,  the  source  ia  not  iu  him,  hut  iu  God.  We  may 
profitably  recall  Milton's  dcecriptiou  of  man: 

A  creature  who,  not  prone 
And  brute  rs  other  crefttuies,  but  endued 
With  Siiuctity  of  reanoii,  might  erect 
Hia  statuie,  and  upright  with  front  serene 
Govern  the  reat,  self- knowing,  and  from  thc'iico 
llagnnnimouB  to  correepoud  with  Heaven, 
But  grateful  to  ackuowkdge  whence  his  good 
Descends ;  thither  with  heart,  and  voice,  and  eyes 
I>iiected  in  devotion,  to  adore 
And  worship  God  Supreme,  who  made  him  chief 
Of  all  his  works. 

It  will  be  observed  that  God  is  made  to  say,  '  Let  ti4  make  man 
iu  our  iuLage,  after  owr  likeaesB,'  The  iiitauiiig  of  the  plurul  has 
been  discussed  at  great  length  by  Bcholiirs  and  theologians.  The 
most  probable  explanation  seemH  to  be  that  God  is  represented  ae 
declaring  his  will,  lil^e  a  monarch  buldiug  his  court,  among  the 
assembled  company  of  angels.  And  the  worda  '  after  our  likeness ' 
would  imply  that  the  image  in  which  man  is  ni«de  is  the  image  of  that 
common  nature  wherein  angels  aud  God  alike  share,  but  which  iu 
God  is  unique  and  perfect,  in  augela  derivative  and  subordinate. 
Angels  are  spiritual^  wo  may  suppose  the  writer  to  have  imiigined, 
but  not  perfect.  And  so  man  is  spiritual  too,  hut  hia  spirituality 
coiTeeponds  ratJier  with  the  imperiection  of  angels  than  with  the 
coueumniate  petfcctiou  of  God. 

The  story  of  the  Creation  suggeated  to  the  writer  a  juetiiicatioiL 
for  the  Sabbath.  Or  rather,  the  idta  of  a  Creation  completed  in 
six  days  was  suggested  by  the  existing  inf-titution  of  the  Kahhath. 
Iu  the  Betroi^pect,  and  iii  a  still  ulditr  form  of  the  Sabbath  law 
elsewhere,  the  reason  for  the  Sabbath  obsei"vauce  is  very  diifereut. 
It  is  purely  hunjau.  But  iu  the  version  of  the  Ten  Woids  found 
in  the  twentieth  chapter  of  Exodus,  and  read  in  our  syuj^gues 
(p.  93),  the  origin  of  the  Sabbath  ia  made  to  rest  upon  the  story  of 
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tlic  Crciition  in  the  Infer  law-book.  I  Uo  not  knovr  what  th* 
writer  meant  by  tbe  wcinlg,  '  And  God  rested  on  the  screnth  day.' 
To  UB  they  ]jrc8eiit  uo  iDtelligible  idea  :  for  the  tiutivity  of  God  is 
for  us  both  ceatcle&s  aud  tirek'ss.  It  has  been  sug^^bted  to  me 
thai  wo  may  suppose  God's  '  rt-st'  to  imply  the  idt-a  oF  philoaopbto 
couleniplation,  which  hafi  itR  end  in  itnelf  in  contrast  with  creative 
action  which  has  itH  end  outsido  it.  The  hif^hetrt  mental  Activity 
does  not  'make'  or  *do/  but  at  the  same  iiiuc  ia  Intensely  active. 
Itfl  'rest'  !»  the  highest  ^opcnpntioii.'  Out  thlu  tde»  is  Greek  and 
not  Hobruw.  Tlie  writer  of  the.  creation  story  mf'ant  by 'rest'  some- 
thing nnalogoua  to  what  we  mean  l>y  it.  Therefore  the  justification  of 
tiie  Sabbath  in  this  verBtou  of  the  T(.'U  Words  appeals  lo  ub  fiir  lea 
than  its  justification  in  the  Retroppect.  For  Clod  does  not '  rest,' 
in  our  human  sense  of  the  word,  nor  did  he  create  thii  woiUl  in 
BIX  days.  Bnt  yet,  as  I  have  eaid  on  p.  93,  '  even  though  Ood 
did  not  create  the  world  in  six  days,  still  he  remaius  its  Creator, 
and  the  Sabbath,  lookeil  at  iu  this  light,  becomes  a  day  on  which, 
week  Ijy  week,  wb  give  IbftnkB  and  praise  lo  the  .4.uthor  and 
Sutlainer  of  all  the  XJniverBe,  from  the  pnialleBt  thing  in  it  to  the 
greatest.'  It  ia  also  noticeable  that  tbe  institution  of  the  Sabbath, 
accoi-ding  to  our  writer,  coirespoiida  in  time  with  the  creation  of 
man.  It  is  an  iustitubion,  therefore,  for  all  men,  aud  not  only  for 
Israel. 

We  may  less  eonfideutly  see  one  other  idea  both  in  thie  Creation 
story  and  in  the  other  Ftoriea  which  follow  it.  At  least  we  may 
believe  that  the  idea  was  present  to  the  compiler  of  the  Bwtk  of  ■ 
Genesis  as  a  whole.  As  mankind  was  created  by  Goil,  and  as  all 
tbe  races  of  men  are  descended  fitira  a  single  pair,  bo  are  they  all 
related  to  each  other.  There  ie  a  bond  of  union,  which  transcemls 
differences.  All  men  are  brethren :  all  the  races  of  man  are  the 
coniuiou  children  of  God. 

The  Rftbbia  of  the  Talmud  in  their  quaint  fashion  indicate  the 
Bame  truth.  Why,  they  ask,  was  only  one  man  created  at  the 
beginning  (and  not  two  or  more)  ?  Several  answers  are  given, 
but  one  is  this :  *  It  was  for  the  sake  of  peace,  so  that  one  man 
should  not  be  able  to  any  to  his  fellow,  My  father  was  gieater  than 
thine.'  Bnt  a  variant  to  this  reply  is  clst-whcre  exprestcd  thus: 
'One  man  only  was  created  at  the  beginning,  so  that  the  various 
families  of  men  should  not  quarrel  with  each  other.  For  if  they 
quarrel  even  now,  when  but  one  nma  was  created  (i.e.  when  they 
all  have  but  one  and  the  Eanio  ancestor),  bow  much  more  would 
they  have  qnarrelled  bad  there  been  two.*  In  the  Midrnsh  it  is 
said  that  R,  Akiba  declared  that  the  command,  '  Thou  sbalt  love 
thy  neighbour  as  thyself,'  was  the  greatest  axiom  (or  rale  or 
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incluMve  nssertinn)  in  the  Pentnteiicli.  But  Ben  Axai  saM  the 
veree  (whiefi  will  be  quoteil  later  on),  'This  h  the  book  of  the 
^enei'atiDQs  of  Atlatu/  was  the  greatest.  He  meant  ttmt  this  verse 
implied  the  unity  of  the  Iiuman  met),  auil  lny  therefore  at  the 
bottom  of  alt  social  morality. 

§  9.  The  rompiler  of  the  Book  of  Geneaift  and  of  the  Pentateuch 
breaka  off  his  first  quotations  from  the  later  law-book  {i.e.  later 
than  the  Retroepft't  or  even  thiin  the  ticcond  Isninh)  at  the  end  of 
the  Creation  narrative.  1  miiy  here  ob&erve  that  he  uses  that 
law-ltortjvy  with  its  frniTnework  of  history,  as  the  basis  of  bis  own 
work,  so  that  by  fur  the  greater  portion  of  it  ia  thereby  preserved 
to  ug.  But  before  he  gives  us  another  and  following  aectiou  from 
the  law-buok,  he  in&erte  a  secoml  account  of  man's  creation,  drawn 
from  the  earlier  chronicles.     This  accoant  we  have  now  to  hear. 

At  the  time  when  the  T^rd  God  made  heaven  and  earth — 
when  no  plnnt  of  the  fiL-ld  was  yet  in  the  earth,  and  no  herb 
of  the  field  luid  sjjruutcd  (for  the  Lord  (jchI  had  not  yet 
caused  it  to  rain  upon  the  earth,  and  there  was  no  man  to 
till  the  (ffoimd,  but  a  Tnist  went  up  and  watered  the  whole 
face  of  the  ground)— then  the  Lord  God  formed  the  Man  out 
of  the  dust  of  the  ground,  and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the 
breath  of  life  ;  and  the  Man  bet-'unu'  a  living  siml. 

And  tlie  Lrml  Gotl  planted  a  garden  eastward  in  Eden; 
and  there  he  put  the  man  whom  he  bad  formed.  And  out 
of  the  ground  made  the  Lord  God  to  grow  every  tree  that 
is  pleasant  to  the  sight,  and  good  for  food;  the  tree  of  life 
also  ill  tlie  midst  of  the  garden,  and  the  tree  of  knowledge  of 
good  and  evil.  And  a  river  went  out  of  EdeTi  to  w;»ter  the 
garden;  and  from  thenee  it  was  divided,  and  became  four 
braiicheB.  The  name  of  the  first  is  Pison  :  that  is  the  river 
which  compnsseth  the  whole  land  of  Havilah,  where  there  is 
gold ;  and  the  go\d  of  that  land  is  good  :  tlicre  is  bdellium 
and  the  onyx  stone.  And  the  name  of  the  second  river  is 
Ciibnn  :  the  same  is  it  that  (tonipaRsctb  the  whole  land  of 
Ethiopia.  And  the  name  of  the  thin!  river  is  Hiddekel :  that 
is  it  which  gocth  in  front  of  .A-Ssyria.  And  the  fourth  river 
is  Euphrates.  And  the  Lord  God  took  the  man,  and  put 
him  into  the  garden  of  Eden  to  till  it  and  to  keep  it.  And, 
the  Lord  God  commanded  the  man,  saying.  Of  every  tree  of 
the  garden  thou  inayest  freely  eat :  but  of  the  tree  of  the 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  thou  slnOt  not  eat :  for  when 
thou  catcfit  thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die. 

o  o 
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And  the  Lurd  God  suid,  It  ih  not  i^ud  lliut  the  inun 
KhoiiUl  hr  aloiir;  I  will  iiiiike  him  an  help  iiieft  for  Iiiiii. 
And  <(iit  of  the  gmnnd  tlie  T^ord  G(kI  furtucd  every  l>ejiHt  of 
the  field,  and  eveiy  hird  of  the  iiii' ;  and  hi-out;ht  them  tinto 
the  iniin  to  see  uhat  he  Mould  cull  tltcin  :  nm\  whatsoever  the 
man  tihuuld  cull  thcns  thut  wtis  to  be  their  iLanie.  And  tlie 
man  giivh  numc?  ta  all  cnttle,  and  to  the  hirdn  of  the  air,  oiid 
to  every  henst  of  the  field  ;  hnt  for  a  man  he  did  not  find  hii 
help  meet  for  hhn.  Then  the  LonI  God  caused  a  deep  sleep 
to  tall  upon  the  man,  and  he  slept:  and  he  ttiok  one  of  his 
rihs,  and  filled  up  the  place  thereof  with  flcali ;  and  the  rib, 
which  the  L(jrd  God  had  taken  from  the  man,  made  he 
a  woman,  and  brought  her  unto  the  man.  And  the  man 
Biu'd,  This  at  hist  is  hone  of  my  Imnes,  and  flesh  of  my  flesh  : 
she  tdiall  be  called  Woman,  because  she  was  taken  out  of 
Man. 

Therefore  doth  a  man  leave  his  father  aixd  his  mother,  and 
doth  cleave  unto  his  wife  :  and  they  become  one  fleali. 

And  they  were  both  naked^  the  man  and  his  wife,  and  u-ere 
not  ashamed, 

§  10.  This  second  fltnry  of  Creation  is  in  almost  every  respect 
utterly  di&rcnt  froiH  the  fii-at.  Man  is  certainly  created  hefoi-e 
the  animals,  tiud  apj^drfntlt/  befure  the  ]duuts.  In  tlie  foruicr  Rtnry 
mau  unti  woman  ate  cri'iited  together :  lien;  wuuiuu  is  created  after 
man.  and  by  a  mpecial  nnd  peculiar  process. 

The  Bt'coud  story  in  far  less  blcvated.  The  writer  of  it  had  eonie 
Btiikiiig  and  lofty  ideas,  but  he  had  no  scruple  iu  clothiug  the^e 
ideas  in  a  populiir  and  child-like  form.  This  will  he  still  more 
ftpparent  as  we  proceed  witii  his  nnrrntive.  He  adopts  without 
deaiiir  the  mytholngipal  ttories,  legends,  or  IradilionR  current  in 
his  time,  and  ihty  do  not  aecic  to  jar  iipnn  him.  TJnlike  the  later 
wriler,  fur  wlium  Creutiou  is  (he  immediBte  result  of  the  divh 
Will  or  Word,  our  earlier  chronicler  repiesfuts  God  in  the  ^ise 
».  human  artificer  or  workman,  and  (atf  we  are  soon  to  hear)  he 
descrihcH  bira  as  walking;  io  the  gaiden  which  he  has  uiacle.  This 
writer  has  tU<;  mind  both  of  a  grown  man  aud  of  a  little  child,  nor 
in  lie  conscious  ofnuy  fonflict  or  disparity  between  the  one  half  of 
him  and  the  other.  Some  of  his  itleus  are  big  iJea«,  and  they  deal 
with  bi^'  prohleme  ;  some  of  his  eayings  are  wise;  but  the  form  of 
his  narnitive  almost  always  reflects  the  quaint  imagination  and 
simplicity  of  eliiJdIiood.  But,  after  all,  thedifftireuces  between  him 
and  ourselves  ore  as  nothing  to  the  differences  between  ourselvea 
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ftnd  Ofwl.  And  at  iiiuch  of  whal  Iho  wisest  of  iia  now  eay  ftud 
ttiinit  about  these  liigli  subjecta,  God,  we  may  fnnoy,  eniilea  as 
gently  as  we  smile  at  the  childish  fanciee  of  our  old  Hebrew 
Btory-teller. 

'Uod  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life.'  In  nil  Hfc 
(here  was  conceived  to  he  something  diviue,  for  God  is  Life.  But 
tliH  t[un,lity  of  man's  iifi;  is  higher  than  tbo  lifa  of  the  bHiihta,  and 
thus  our  author  limits  the  divine  hrtatU  aa  the  aource  of  vitality 
to  man  alone. 

God  '  planted  a  garden.'  What  boj  or  girl  baa  not  beard  of  tiie 
Garden  of  Eden  and  of  Adam  and  Eve  J  Well,  here  ia  tlie  tale 
itself  in  the  Bible's  own  words.  The  word  'Eden'  meuna  in 
Hebrew  '  loveliness'  or 'delight.'  Hence  the  Gard^-u  of  Edeu  is 
the  garden  of  tlelight.  But  some  scholara  think  that  the  word  jk 
Babylonian,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Hebrew  noun  of  the 
same  eouad.  The  Garden  of  Kibn  ia  often  called  '  Paradise,'  and 
one  of  the  best  retiulls  of  the  whole  story  ia  thut  it  bas  produced 
tjur  greatest  Kuglish  epic,  Paradiise  Lvtfl.  PunidiHe  'm  a  Greek 
word,  borrowed  from  the  Persian,  meaning '  an  enclowid  and  wooded 
park.'  lu  that  KCiiKe  it  is  also  fo:ind  in  late  Hebrew.  It  is  idle  tn 
ask  where  the  Garden  of  Kdeu  was,  fur  it  ia  a  garden  of  phantasy. 
Yet  tlio  livera  are  real  rivers,  but  tbcy  only  ehow  more  ch-arly  the 
uiireeJlty  of  tEie  gariien.  For  the  Pison  is  probably  the  Indus,  and 
tho  Oihon  ia  the  Nilfij  and  the  fliddekel  is  the  Tigris ;  and  thus  we 
Live  a  fairy  river  with  its  Eource  in  Asia,  and  with  branches 
flowing  round  India  on  the  one  side,  and  round  Ethiopia  on  the 
other  !  Ancient  peoples  had,  us  we  have  already  beard,  very  strange 
and  limited  notionb  of  geogi^tipb y. 

The  lovely  garden  of  Eden  with  its  two  forbidden  treeg,  the 
Tr(*e  of  Life  and  the  Tree  of  tho  Knowledge  of  Good  and  Evil, 
rests  on  a  baeie  of  old  and  widely  spread  mythoIo;iicttl  stories. 
Kden  has,  aa  it  were,  connexions  with  the  tales  about  llie  dwellings 
of  the  goda,  which  are  usually  placed  on  the  summits  of  mountains. 
Ezalticl  actually  combines  the  garden  of  Eiieu  with  the  niountaia 
of  the  gods.  Sometimes  on  the  sumiuiiB  of  these  bills  wondrous 
trees  were  pictured,  sources  of  life  and  immortality.  The  Tree  of 
Life  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  bas  many  parallels,  but  the  Tree  of 
tho  Knowledge  of  Good  and  Evil  has  us  yet  found  no  rival.  And 
we  niHy  here  at  onee  notice  a  peculiarity  of  the  story.  Its  sequel 
thowfi  that  the  fruit  of  two  trees  was  excluded  from  man's  use.  Yet 
the  fruit  of  only  one  is  actually  prohibited ;  and  when  man,  ne  we 
phttU  hear,  succumbs  to  temptation,  it  ig  again  only  one  tree  wliieJi 
ia  s^jecifically  mentioned.  Hence  some  scholars  ha%'e  thought  that 
the  original  story  only  ooutaincd.  the  Tree  of  Knowledge  of  Good 
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»ud  Evil,  while  the  IVee  of  Life  was  a  Ifitsr  inMrtiwn,  nddod  on 
bcootifie  a  reader  of  the  story  could  iibt  imugiiie  n  proper  Oanlen 

of  Kden  without  its  cuatomary  Tree  of  Lite. 

Whiit  the  wrilvr  mcHut  by  the  Tree  of  the  Knowletlffe  of  Good 
and  Evil  it  ia  not  easy  to  my.  What  were  the  ideas  which  he 
iliten<led  to  rnnT(>y  ]  It  in  not  probable  that  he  himii<>lf  coiibl  have 
told  iifl  vrry  tdourly.  Many  peuplee,  as  I  have  already  mentioued, 
have  believed  that  maukiiid  hns  gnidaiilly  degenerated,  aad  they 
Imve  placed  in  the  furutVout  of  human  existence  an  Ideal  or  Golden 
AgL-.  It  waB  an  age  (they  snppoped)  nf  purity  and  innoceuee,  uf 
hiippinesR  and  peace.  There  was  nt-it}ier  war  nor  strife,  neither 
diitcontent  uor  trnvail.  There  was  uo  sorrow  nnd  suffering ;  there 
was  no  labiiur  or  toil.  Whotover  canEed  pain  and  waul  and  turmoil 
in  the  world  they  knew  was  absent  from  the  world's  beginniniaf  and 
from  the  Golden  A^e.  But  when  otio  cornea  to  reflet-t  what  siich 
su  apfe  could  i)08aibly  he  lUte,  one  seea  that  it  would  not  be  a  hnraan 
condition  of  thinpH  at  nil.  For  it  is  through  Itibuur  and  want,  and 
even  throogli  snffi-riiijr  and  pitin,  t.liiit  alt  progi'ess  iind  civiliKstiou 
have  come  to  he.  I'hrough  the  knowledgv  of  sorrow,  and  evL-n 
thnniRh  the  knowledge  of  sin,  men  have  8tru£r;^'I«id  upwards ;  they 
have  helped  each  other  and  have  improved  theuiselves.  God  has 
willed  that  man  shoulil  onJy  learn  wisdom  and  gi>oilue»8  through 
the  prefigure  of  want  and  of  evil.  He  can  only  learu  the  bli&s 
of  peace  through  Ihp  turmoil  of  struggle.  So  onr  etory-tutler  of 
Paradise  did  right  to  join  the  knowledge  of  gooil  and  of  evil 
together,  fur  man  can  only  become  good  through  evil.  Tljrongh 
evil,  in  the  furm  of  suffering  and  of  want,  he  becomes  wise;  und 
tliroTigli  evil,  lioth  in  that  forai  and  in  the  form  of  sin,  he  becomes 
good.  It  is  a  liard  flaying,  hut  it  ifi  a  truR  one.  Who  has  lived  to 
the  age  of  fifteen  and  I'oond  it  always  easy  to  lie  good  ?  There  are 
some  persons  (saintly  persons  we  may  call  tbem,  and  saintly  is 
a  henutifnl  word  dL-Buiiljing  a  beautiful  quality)  who  seem  to  find 
it  eaiiy  to  be  always  good.  But  they  did  not  always  find  it  easy. 
They  havo  had  their  utrugglee  and  t]ieir  temptations ;  perhaps 
even  an  occasional  fall.  But  thi"ongh  and  because  of  this  they  have 
reatiheJ  the  highest  stage  of  human  goodness— a  saintly  serenity  of 
good.  Even  if  they  have  scarce  ever  eiuned  at  all,  even  if  their 
struggles  and  efforts  were  alwayR  snccessful — strngglea  to  ]-e»ifit 
evil,  efforta  to  do  the  utmost  good— yet  these  struggles  and  efforts 
by  which  they  reached  their  level  of  eaiiitship  involve  and  imply 
the  kiwtcledfjf.  of  evil,  the  knowledge  of  eiti.  Hence  a  Golden  Age 
whuu  there  was  uo  knowledge  of  evil  would  also  be  an  age  when 
there  waa  no  knowledge  of  good — an  age  of  butterfly  innocence 
porchaitce,  bui  not  &  human  life  at  all,  not  au  existence  to  pine  for 
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or  to  regret.  No,  the  only  posable  Golden  Age  for  Man  must  lie 
iu  the  future,  uut  iu  the  past:  it  niu»t  be  the  distant  goal  of  liis 
(levelopmeut,  Rud  of  bla  progreea ;  it  caiiuot  be  placed— it  lias  no 
nieauiug  if  wo  place  it~at  the  lieg^nning  of  liis  history,  hcCore 
tlirit.  devflopment  ond  progress  are  fairly  started  and  under  wny. 
Add  that  IK  perhaps  oii«  reaaun  why  the  great  Hebrew  prophet* 
never  refer  to  the  story  of  Paradise.  Their  Golden  Age  is  always 
to  conie ;  it  is  a  beacon  light,  a  luadstar  beckouing  fonvard  to 
amendment  aud  improTetneiit.  A  paradise  lost  can  have  little 
iufluence  upon  human  action ;  a.  new  paradise  to  he  wojj  is  better 
than  an  old  parudiit:  regained. 

Indeed,  the  original  writer  seems  to  have  felt  in  some  dogree 
that  the  fall  from  ptinidisu  was  not  ail  loss.  No  iloaht  in  hiuiiaii 
ar  hie  vein  ont  and  cuitore  there  seemed  to  him  as  much  sorrow  ae 
gjiiu,  and  greater  wenrinefes  than  joy.  Yet  he  must  partly  have 
ri^alizEd  that  the  aeutcnco  ou  disohodient  man  (wlilch  we  are  now 
tu  hoftr)— '  in  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt  ihou  cat  bi-ead  '■ — wus  :iot 
all  ponishment.  Had  he  nut  annie  half-cnnscious  feeling  of  the 
truth  expreBsed  in  the  famoas  adage  of  Heaiod :  '  The  immortal 
gods  have  aet  aweat  before  vi  rtue '  ?  Moreover  he  is,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  Eiuable  to  form  any  pii^turc  of  a  human  condition  without  Um 
knowledge  of  good  aud  evil.  It  la  true  that  he  tells  UB  that  'tlie 
man  and  his  wife  were  iiaUed,  and  not  ashamed.'  But  nevertheless 
man  did  possess  a  knowled-^e  of  good  and  evil,  for  otheinvise  how 
could  he  have  evcu  understood  the  command  that  the  fruit  of  one 
particular  tree  was  not  to  be  eaten  1  He  knew  tbu  nieauiug  of 
obedioicc,  and  that  it  was  rt'i/ht  to  obey.  Thcrefoie  ho  already 
knew  the  good  in  its  siniplsBt  aud  most  comprehensive  form. 

The  Hchi-ew  word  for  man  ia  '  adam,'  and  therofiire  the  first  man 
is  commonly  called  Adam.  The  noun  '  adam,'  or  '  man,'  has  become 
a  pn<pcr  name.  In  the  Hebrew,  throughout  the  Paradiae  fitory, 
the  word  'adam'  has  the  article  prefixed,  and  it  shnuld  therefore 
hi;  traualated  'the  man,'  not  'Adaiii.'  But  it  was  aUo  uaed  as  the 
first  man's  name  by  the  Hebrew  wiiters  themetjlvos. 

It  i»  not  ijuito  easy  tu  tfec  tlio  writer's  drift  in  (he  part  of  his 
stury  about  the  creation  of  woman.  God  detentiinea  to  make 
'an  help  meet '  for  the  Man,  and  he  first  of  all  brings  every  beast 
Olid  bird  fur  Adam  to  nee  aud  ciame.  '  But  '  for  a  man/  that  is  '  for 
H  human  being  like  hlm^eU,'  the  Alan  'did  uot  find  an  help  meet 
for  liiiii.'  Appaiently  the  idea  is  that  uiau  could  only  Und  his 
mate  jiud  [wtrtner  in  a  being  like  unto  himself,  related  to  C!od  even 
aK  Ik-.  The  formation  of  woman  out  of  the  mau'n  rib  is  naive  aud 
child-like,  but  the  woi*ds  '  hone  of  my  boues  aud  dcsh  uf  ray  ll<.'!j]i  * 
euggeet  the  thought  of  the  abeotutoly  unique  tie  wbtoh  uiiitcs 
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A   wifp  to  her  hnsband,  and  a  husband  to  his  wife.     (Man  in 
Hebrew,  when  jou  waut  to  cmpliatiixe  the  sex,  la  lah ;  and  Wouan 
is  lahnh;  I»hah  is  just    the  ffuiiuiDe  nffix  ^  ah'   added  on  to  tbe 
word  ' /j«A.'     Tliere  id  the  Bsrae  cJifference  between  Adam  aud  W 
in   Hebrew,  as   between   Homo  and    Vir  in  Latin.)      Tbe  wriUf 
^enerahzes  the  words  of  Adam  in  the  famous  saying,  '  Therefore 
a  tiiau  leaveth  his  fallicr  and  molbcr,  aud  cleaveth   auto  liis  wifi 
Hud  they  become  one  flesh.'     Holy  as  xs  the  bond  wliicli  lib: 
a  mail  to  his  fiarente,  the  bond  which  binds  him  to  his  wife  is  hoLi 
still.    (Jreat  as  is  the  love  of  a  man  to  bis  father  and  his  mother,  t 
lore  of  husband  to  wifu'  i^  ^n-utcr  still.     jVud  note  that  in  Ihis 
Mtory  of  tEie  foi-maHoii  of  woinnii,  and  in  the  apborigni  of  the  story- 
telli-r,  it  is  impHed  that  this  unique  relation  between  husband  and 
wife,  which  excels  and  tmnsceuds  in  clo8enef>^  and  in  sanctity  tbe 
relation  between  parert  and  child,  subsists  only  between  ovm  aud 
fAM.     There  can  be  no  ideal  of  marriage  aud  of  married  life  nnl 
tlicre  be  but  otk  wife  to  one  Lusbaud. 


§  1 1.  We   Lave    uow    to  hear  how   the  bliss  of  paradise 
quickly  loBt. 

Now  the  serpent  was  more  cunning  tlinin  any  Iwast  of 
field  whicli  the  Lord  God  had  made.  And  he  sai<I  unto  the 
woniitn,  Hath  God  really  a:ud,  Yc  shall  not  eat  of  every  tree 
of  the  garden  ?  And  the  ivotnan  said  unto  the  serpent,  Wc 
may  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  trees  of  the  garden  :  but  of  tlie 
fruit  of  the  tree  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  giii-den,  G 
hath  said.  Ye  shall  not  cut  of  it,  neither  shall  ye  touch 
lest  ye  die.  And  the  serpent  said  unto  the  woman, 
shall  surelly  not  die:  for  God  doth  know  that  as  soon 
ye  eat  thereof,  your  eyes  shall  be  opened,  and  ye  shall  be 
God,  knowina;  good  and  evil. 

Ami  wheji  the  woman  saw  that  the  tree  was  erood  for 
food,  and  tluit  it  was  plensnnt  to  the  eyes,  and  a  tree  to  be 
desired  to  make  one  «ise,  she  took  of  the  fruit  thereof,  and 
did  e«t,  and  gave  alao  unto  her  husband  «ith  her;  and  1 
did  eat.  And  the  eyes  of  them  both  were  opened,  and  th 
knew  that  they  were  naked ;  and  they  sewed  fig  Jea 
t<]getlier,  and  made  themselves  aprons. 

?^o\v  when  they  beard  the  sound  of  the  Lord  God  walking 
in  the  garden  in  the  cool  of  the  day,  the  man  and  his  wifi 
hid  theniselees  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  God  anion 
the  trees  of  the  garden.  .\n{l  the  Tjord  God  called  unto  th 
mail,  and  said  unto  hiiUj  Where  art  thou  ?     And  he  said. 
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I  lipai'd  thy  sound  in  the  garden,  and  I  was  afraid,  because 
I  was  naked;  mid  1  hid  myself.  And  he  said,  Who  told 
thee  that  thou  wast  naked  ?  Hast  thou  eaten  of  the  tree, 
whereof  I  comiiianded  tliee  that  thon  shonldest  not  eat? 
And  the  man  srud,  The  woman  wlioni  thnu  Rarest  to  be  with 
me,  she  gave  me  of  the  tree,  and  I  did  eat.  And  the  Lord 
God  auid  unto  the  woman.  What  is  this  that  thou  hast  done  ? 
And  the  woman  said,  The  serpent  heg;uUed  me,  and  I  did 
eat.  And  the  Lord  (joil  said  unto  the  serpent,  Because  thou 
hast  done  this,  thon  art  cursed  among  all  eattle,  and  among" 
every  beast  of  the  field  ;  upon  thy  belly  shalt  thou  go,  and 
dust  shalt  thou  eat  uU  the  days  of  thy  life.  And  1  will  put 
enmity  between  tiice  and  the  woman,  and  between  tliy  seed 
and  her  seed ;  it  shall  crusli  thy  head,  ami  thou  shalt  crush 
its  heel.  Unto  the  woman  he  said,  I  will  greatly  multiply 
thy  pain ;  in  pain  thou  shalt  bring  forth  children  ;  and  thy 
desire  shall  he  to  thy  husband,  and  he  shall  nde  ox'er  thee. 
And  unto  the  man  he  said,  Because  thou  hast  hearkened 
unto  the  voice  of  thy  wife,  and  hast  eaten  of  the  tree,  of 
which  I  commanded  thee,  saying,  Thou  shalt  not  eat  of  it : 
cursed  is  the  ground  for  thy  sake ;  in  sorrow  shalt  thou  eat 
of  it  all  the  days  of  thy  life.  Thorns  also  and  thistles  shall 
it  bring  forth  to  thee ;  and  thou  shalt  eat  the  herb  of  the 
field.  In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt  thou  eat  bread,  till  thou 
return  unto  the  ground  j  for  out  of  it  wast  thou  taken:  for 
dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return. 

And  the  niaji  culled  his  wife's  name  Eve  (Life) ;  for  she 
became  the  mother  of  all  living.  Unto  the  man  also  and  to 
his  wife  did  the  Lord  God  make  coats  of  skins,  and  clothed 
them. 

And  the  Lord  God  sjiid,  Behold,  the  man  is  become  hb 
one  of  us,  to  know  good  and  evil :  and  now,  1  fear  lest  he 
put  forth  his  hand,  and  take  also  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  eat, 
and  live  for  ever.  Therefore  the  Lord  God  sent  him  t'arth 
from  the  garden  of  Eden,  to  till  the  ground  fnuu  whence  he 
was  taken.  So  lie  drove  out  the  man  ;  and  he  placed  at  the 
east  of  the  garden  of  Eden  the  Cherubim  and  the  blade  of 
the  flashing  sword  to  keep  the  way  tt>  the  tree  of  life. 


§  iz.  In  tliis  fltory  of  '  Puradise  loet,'  the  narrator  liaa  taken 
up  and  reproduced  many  early  iiotioiiB  about  Ciod  and  life,  wlucb 
seem  tu^  us  Blruit^t-  uitd  dibtunt     We  can  uu  lougi.T  tell  what  he 
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meant  to  convey  by  every  pwt  of  it.     Its  opening  luragraph  is 

not  the  least,  difficult.  What  is  tUu  SiTpeut'I  Why  did  it  tempt 
tbe  woman  to  tmubgress  the  ouioiuand  vf  Gud  t  Ih  the  Serpeut 
an  nlJegury  1  Di>tB  it  rcpn'Ktnt  mun's  own  evil  desire  1  Or  is 
it  Sin  per&unified  1  No  certain  ftnswer  can  be  given  to  any  of  these 
questions,  and  it  mmi  lie  owned  that  the  whole  thing  has  only 
a  f»r-off  or  antiqimriuu  iuterest.  It  does  uot  really  aiuch  matter 
what  19  meant. 

God  lijtd  Niid  liefore  that  man  was  not  to  eat  tlie  fi-nit  of  the  Tree 
of  the  Knowledge  of  Uood  ond  Evil, '  for  when  thou  eatettt  thereof 
thon  Bhalt  surely  die.'  These  worda  do  not  uecesj'.'irily  mean  '  die 
at  once,'  but  '  become  niurtal.'  The  notion  apparently  was  that 
mull  as  first  created,  if  he  had  rerraihe<l  from  fin,  could  have  lived 
on  in  Paradise  for  ever,  even  without  eating  fram  the  fruit  of  the 
Tree  of  Life.  The  8erpenl*E  answer  wsh  tlierefore  partly  true  and 
partly  false,  and  wc  kuow  that '  a  lie  which  ia  half  a  truth  is  always 
the  blackest  of  Uts.' 

The  Gai*dcu  of  raradise  still  partly  retuiue  its  original  char- 
acter as  the  giirden  of  (he  gods.  So  in  hie  naive  simplicity 
the  writer  has  not  objected  to  speak  of  God  audibly  wu1kin|r 
about  m  the  garden  m  the  cool  of  the  evcuiug.  Note  the 
mean  way  in  whicli  Adam  triea  to  throw  the  re8pou.''iliiUty  of  his 
sill  pnrtly  upon  Kve  and  partly  upon  God  himself.  ('  The  woman 
whom-  tliim  yaresl  to  he  with  me.')  The  curse  pronounced  upon  the 
Seq>eut  huH  little  uieauiug  to  us.  But  in  the  old  days  the  snake 
from  very  obvious  reasons  was  an  object  of  peculiar  interest  to  man. 
Sometimes  he  was  reganied  with  lion'or  and  fear;  sometimes  he 
wasvenenited  and  deified.  There  were  stories  that  in  the  Golden 
Age  the  animals  and  man  spoke  tlie  Bame  speech,  and  our  chronicler 
Las  adopted  and  made  uee  of  this  faneiful  tradition.  And  another 
creation  of  fancy  which  his  tale  iinpliea  is  that  the  serpent  origin- 
ally had  legs  ajid  moved  about  like  other  animals.  Its  creeping, 
iufeidiouH  raovemeuts  are  due  to  a  *  punishment.'  Needleps  to  say 
such  fancies  have  no  valus.  The  '  puuishment'  which  the  story- 
teller iuHicts  upon  Adiim  ia  only  a  puuifihoient  to  those  who  fail  to 
eec-  tiiat  labour  ia  uot  a  curee  but  a  blessing,  uot  the  resuJt  of  man's 
degiadation,  but  the  very  condition  of  his  progress  and  develop- 
ment. 

'Duet  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  thou  shalt  return.'  The  writer 
wrote  Iruly.  Hut  tince  hia  time  a  nobler  hope  has  dawued  upon 
tlie  mind  of  man  :  our  boily  only  shuU  return  to  dutt,  but  a*  for 
our  soula,  our  '  hope  \s  full  of  immortality.' 

Eve,  in  Hebrew  Chayah,  means  '  Liie,'  which  the  motber  of  man- 
kind is  rightly  called. 


CAIN    AND    ABEL 


'Behold  the  man  ia  becnme  as  one  of  us.'  The  words  'one  of 
ua'  are  suppose  to  mean  '  like  ua  possesBors  of  tbe  diviue  nature.' 
Qod  i&  lepre&eoted  ns  ttilkiiig  to  the  augcls.  The  knowledge  of 
good  and  evil  is  an  elenittiit  in  the  higher  tiatiiro  whereof  the 
angels  pfutuke  partly,  and  Clod  Biipremely  and  uniquely.  God's  fear 
lest  man  should  uow  use  his  imwly-acquired  knowle^e  to  <Ii8cover 
the  Tree  of  Life  and  to  eat  its  fruit  is  again  quite  iu  accordance  with 
ancient  idetis.  It  is  an  illustrutioii  of  tLat  wideepi-ead  uotiou  uf 
the  envy  of  the  gods  which  we  meet  with  so  frequently  iu  Greek 
mythology  Mud  literature,  as  tor  instance  verj*  markedly  in  Hero- 
dutuB.  It  ia  not  in  1  he  least  apecifically  Hehraic,  and  h  liiconsistuitt 
with  those  pure  ideas  of  tliu  divine  Fatherhood  to  which  the  Jews, 
ill  the  courtje  of  theia'  long  history,  attained. 

As  for  the  Cheruhira,  I  must  leave  you  to  find  out  ahout 
them  for  yourselves  in  some  gCMjd  Commentary  or  iu  a  Dictionary 
of  tlie  Bible. 

§  13.  The  stoiy  of  the  lost  Puradiee  is  i  mined  lately  followed  by 
the  Btory  of  Adam's  firfit  two  sons,  called  respettivily  Ciiiu  and 
Ahel.  For  this  narrative  the  compiler  has  again  drawn  upon  the 
earlier  chronicle. 

Abel  was  a  kcpper  oF  sheep,  but  Cain  was  11  tiller  of  the 
ground.  And  in  process  of  time  it  came  to  pass,  thiil  Cain 
brought  oi"  the  fruit  of  the  ground  uti  offering'  unto  the 
Lord.  And  Aht^l,  he  also  brought  of  the  firstlings  of  his 
tloek  and  of  the  fat  thereof.  And  the  Lord  ha<i  respect  unto 
Abel  and  to  his  offering  :  but  unto  Cain  and  to  his  offering 
he  had  not  respect.  And  Cain  was  very  wroth,  and  his 
countenance  fell.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Cain,  Why  art 
thou  wroth  ?  and  why  is  thy  countenanije  fallen  ?  Is  there 
not,  if  thou  docst  well^  lifting  up  ?  and  if  thou  doest  not 
well,  sin  eroucheth  at  the  door.  And  unto  thee  is  its  desire, 
but  tlioii  shouldeat  rule  over  it.  And  Cain  said  unto  Abel 
his  brother.  Let  us  go  into  tbe  field ;  and  it  ctimc  to  pusa, 
M  hen  they  were  in  the  field,  that  Cain  rose  up  against  Abel 
hi^  brother,  and  slew  biin. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Cain,  Where  is  Abel  thy  brother? 
Ajid  be  said,  I  know  not :  am  I  my  brother's  keeper?  Ami 
he  saiil,  What  hast  thou  done?  Hark,  thy  brotlier's  blood 
crieth  unto  uic  from  the  ground.  And  now  cursed  art  thou 
from  the  land,  which  hath  opened  her  moutli  to  receive  thy 
brother's  blood  frotji  thy  hand.  When  thou  tillest  the  ground, 
it  shall  not  henceforth  yield  unto  thee  her  strength  j  a  fugitive 
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ftnd  a  vagabond  shalt  thou  be  on  the  earth.  And  Cain  said 
unto  the  Lord,  My  punishment  is  greater  than  I  can  bear. 
Behohl,  thou  hast  driven  mi;  out  this  day  from  tht  face  of 
the  land;  Riid  from  thy  face  niimt  1  hide  my»)t;lf,  and  I  xliall 
he  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond  in  the  earth;  and  it  slmll  come 
to  pass,  that  any  one  that  lindeth  me  shall  shiy  ine.  And 
the  Lord  stnd  untu  him,  Therefore  whosoever  slayeth  C.iin, 
vengeance  shall  he  taken  on  him  seveufold.  And  the  Lord 
gave  Cain  a  sign,  that  no  one  meeting  him  should  kill  him. 
And  Cain  went  out  from  the  presence  of  the  liOrd,  and  dwelt 
in  the  land  of  Nod,  on  the  east  of  Kden. 

The  way  in  which  Cain  realized  that  God  '  had  respect '  to 
Abel's  ofTeriiig  mid  not  to  his  owu  is  not  explained,  nor  19  it 
direetly  atjiteij  wliy  It  wns  thnt  the  oiferirig  of  Iho  oiiu  brother  was 
accepted  while  the  ottering  of  the  other  whs  diflregarded.  Eut  we 
are  evidently  meant  to  infer  that  AlieJ  was  righteous  and  Cain 
sinful,  BO  that  we  have  here  an  early  foreshadowiug  of  the  doctrine 
uf  the  Hehrew  prophets  and  saKte,  that  '  tho  sacriEces  of  the 
wicked  are  an  abunitimtion  iiato  the  Lord.'     God  is  nnbribahle. 

'  Tfl  therp  not,  if  thou  doest  well,  hfting  npl'  That  is  the  literal 
translation,  but  the  Hehrew  of  this  entire  verso  is  very  awkward, 
and  ia  probably  cornipt,  If  thy  conscience  la  good,  there  is  uo 
need  tliat  thy  countenance  should  be  fallen.  But  if  not,  '  tin 
croucbclli  at  the  door' ;  like  a  wild  beost  which  lies  in  wait  ready 
to  seize  its  prey.  Sin  seems  regarded  as  an  iudependeut  and 
separate  Hviug  force,  eitgcr  to  grasp  its  opportunity.  If  a  man 
fud  hut  a  Httle,  Siu  is  ulwaye  at  hand  to  hurry  and  urge  him 
forward  in  the  downward  path  of  iniquity.  But  man  f-hould 
grapple  with  Sin  in  good  time,  and  shovild  ennquer  tt.  Wh  may 
also  transfer  the  entire  scene  of  temptation,  attaek  and  defeat  to 
within  the  soul.  We  know  tliat  the  evil  icnpulac  becomes  harder 
to  resist  if  we  yield  to  it  in  the  least  dcgivc,  just  m  an  babitiml 
dwelling  on  evil  thnugbts  and  ft^eliiigs  is  very  likely  to  issne  in  evil 
words  and  deeds,  Yet  on  the  other  hand  we  know  that  Stu,  though 
the  desire  towards  it  be  stroug  within  aa,  can  he  and  ifhould  be 
resisted.  If  we  tvUl,  we  can  conquer  it ;  we  can  crush  down  the 
lower  and  evil  ImpHl^ef  and  jiracticidly  annihilate  it.  We  can 
force  it  into  submission,  and  compel  it  to  disappear. 

Such  may  he  the  meatiing  of  thia  pnssa^e,  if  the  text  he  sound. 
But,  aa  I  have  just  said,  this  ia  probably  notthecaae.  Wild  beast 9 
do  not  usually  crouch  'lit  the  door ';  and  tho  words  '  unto  thee  is  its 
desire  '  are  very  unt-uitohle  in  thia  connexion.  It  looks  very  much 
M  if  the  phrase  had  somehow  got  mistakenly  repeated  fiuni  the 
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pasFiage  A^Kiut  the  punishment  of  Eta,  where  almost  the  idestiral 

worJa  occur. 

Tho  pumsliment  of  Cum  rests  on  tlie  ulea  that  tlie  neighljourLood 
of  PiiratUae  was  also  the  neighboiirhood  of  the  divine  pri.*scnre  and 
dwell irg-p]ace.  It  tlierefore  rests  on  an  idea  which  has  uttwly 
pasBed  iiway.  When  Cain  eaya,  'From  thy  face  I  must  hide 
myself,  and  any  one  that  fijidcth  me  ehidl  shiy  inc,'  the  idea  ia 
that  the  locnUtj  near  or  in  which  God  is  forras  s.  kind  of  sftuc^ 
tnary.  And  a  eanctuary  is  for  all  antiquity  a  place  of  refuge 
for  a  mnrderer  from  the  '  avenger  of  blood.'  We  may  alKo  note 
that  in  this  popular  story  it  is  quite  forg-otten  that,  according 
to  what  has  goue  before,  Cain  should  really  have  nothiug  to  fear, 
ftLBCD  besides  himself  and  Acliira  no  other  man  yet  existed  upnr  the 
earth.  Theee  old  world  legends  and  folk  tales  are  never  coneietent 
with  each  other. 

The  sign  wljii-h  ivna  given  to  Cain  in  not  explained,  and  it  is 
idle  to  conjecture  what  is  meant,  Pi-oUihly  the  Btory-tellcr  himyelf 
did  not  know.  Nor  can  we  give  nny  intelligible  meaning  or  justi- 
fication to  the  fiat :  '  Therefore  whosoever  tlayeth  Cain,  vitugeiince 
shall  be  takeu  on  lum  sevenfold.'  It  mny  juat  possibly  he  intended  as 
a  protest  agaiust  the  old  eysteja  of  avenying  murder,  by  which  in 
mournful  and  endless  sequence  of  ruin,  the  murder  of  A  by  B  was 
avenged  by  A's  kinsman  C,  wliilo  the  murder  of  B  by  C  was 
avenged  by  B's  kinsman  D,  and  su  on  from  link  to  link  of  an  ever 
lengthening  chain. 

§  14.  After  a  abort  paiEBge  from  the  sarae  chronicler  as  to  the 
pcHterity  of  Cain  and  of  Adam's  third  vou  Seth,  the  compiler  of 
Oeneaia  breiika  off  his  citations  from  this  suurce,  and  reiutroduees 
ns  to  the  historical  framewock  of  the  later  law-hook.  \V1iat  he 
now  quotes  fits  oti  to  where  wc  had  left  off,  and  nolhits!»;  probably 
was  omitted  in-betwaen.  The  writer  givea  a  supposed  list  of 
Adam's  deecendauts  down  to  the  tenth  gejjemtiun,  at  which  he 
makes  a  pause  to  give  the  story  of  the  Flootl.  This  list  is  of  course 
purely  phaiitaatical,  as  are  also  the  huge  numbers  of  years  which 
their  ancient  heroea  are  supposed  to  have  lived.  Whence  he  gut 
his  names  and  how  tbey,  as  it  were,  grew  up,  none  can  tell.  The 
paseage  is  ehnracteri&tic  of  the  writer's  eomewhat  di-y  and  pedantic 
manner,  and  of  his  fondness  for  dates  and  lists  and  genealogies,  and 
so  I  i^hull  quote  it  in  full. 

This  is  the  hook  uf  the  ^iienttions  of  Adam.  lu  the  day 
that  God  created  man,  in  the  likeness  of  Gotl  made  he  him  ; 
male  and  female  created  he  them;  and  he  blessed  them,  and 
culled  their  name  Man,  in  the  day  M'hcn  they  were  created. 
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And  Adam  lived  nii  hundred  and  tlurty  ycurs,  aiid  had 
u  8(;ii  ill  his  own  likcnus}*,  iiftcr  his  itiiu^e ;  uiid  culled  hiH 
iimne  Seth.  And  the  days  of  Adam  after  Seth  was  l)oni  were 
t^i-rht  hmulrpd  yenrs:  and  he  had  sons  and  daui^htcrs :  and 
;l11  the  days  that  Adam  lived  were  nine  hundred  imd  thirty 
years:  and  he  died.  And  Seth  lived  an  hundred  and  five 
years,  and  hud  a  son  Kuos.  And  Hetli  lived  after  Knus  was 
Iwrn  eiglit  hundrt^l  and  seven  years,  and  had  sons  and 
dangfiters :  and  all  the  days  of  Seth  were  nine  Inmdred  and 
twelve  years :  and  he  died. 

And  Faxos  lived  ninety  years,  and  had  a  son  Cainnn.  And 
£nos  lived  after  Caiiiian  was  burn  eight  hundred  and  fifteen 
years,  tiud  lutd  huus  and  duu^liters  :  and  all  the  days  of 
Knus  were  nine  hundred  and  five  yeiirs;  and  he  died. 

And  Cainan  lived  seventy  years,  and  had  a  son  Mahalaleel. 
And  Cainan  lived  after  Mahalaleel  was  born  eijj^ht  hundred 
atid  forty  years,  and  had  sons  and  daughters:  and  all  the 
days  of  Caiiian  were  nine  hundred  and  ten  years:  and  he 
died. 

And  Mahalaleel  lived  sixty  and  five  years,  and  had  a  eon 
Jared.  And  Mahalaleel  lived  after  Jared  was  bom  eight 
hundred  and  thirty  years,  and  had  auna  and  daughters :  and 
all  the  days  of  Mahalaleel  were  eight  hundred  ninety  and 
five  years:  and  he  died. 

And  Jared  lived  an  hundred  sixty  and  two  years,  and  had 
a  son  Enoch.  And  Jared  lived  after  Enoch  was  burn  ei^ht 
hundred  yeiu-s,  and  had  sons  and  daughterH :  and  all  the 
ilaya  of  Jared  were  nine  hundred  sixty  and  two  years:  and 
he  died. 

And  Enoch  lived  sixty  and  five  years,  and  had  a  son 
Methuselah.  And  Enoch  walked  with  God  after  Methuselah 
was  born  three  hundred  years,  and  had  sons  and  dautjhtfrs. 
iVud  all  the  days  of  Enoch  were  three  hundre<l  sixty  and  five 
years;  and  Enoch  walked  with  God  :  and  he  was  not;  for 
God  took  him.  And  Methusehih  lived  an  hundred  eighty 
and  seven  years,  and  had  a  son  Lamech.  And  Methuselah 
lived  after  Lajuech  was  horn  seven  hundred  eighty  aiul  two 
years,  and  bad  sons  and  daughters ;  and  all  tlie  days  of 
Methuselah  were  nine  hundred  sixty  and  nine  years  :  and 
he  died. 

And  Laniech  lived  an  hundred  eighty  and  tvro  years,  and 
had  a  son  Noah.     And  Lanieeh  lived  after  Noah  was  Uirn 
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five  liun<1re<l  ninety  luid  five  years,  and  had  ?ona  and 
daughters  :  and  nil  the  duys  of  Lrimech  \vt*re  eeveii  huudri^i 
seventy  an<i  seven  years:  and  he  died.  And  Noah  was  five 
hundi-cd  yeur»  old :  und  Nua,h  had  tluce  sons:  Shem,  Hum, 
and  Japheth. 

§  15.  We  have  now  reached  ihe  second  of  the  two  greftt  ^torien 
which  the  Bible  telle  of  the  ages  hef'ore  Ahraham.  The  first  atory 
was  tJittfc  of  the  Creation  aad  of  Paradise,  and  of  the  first  man  and 
wotnau  aud  their  childi-eii ;  tlie  second  story  is  that  of  the 
deslrut'tion  of  almij»t  the  entire  human  rnce  by  God  on  account  of 
their  exceeding  wickedness  and  cornijition.  One  family  only  was 
saved  to  he  the  second  Father  of  all  ruankind,  for  amidst  universal 
Binfulneaa  one  righteous  man  alone  was  found.  This  is  the  etory 
of  Nwh  and  his  Ark,  and  ol  Mie  great  Flowl,  which  covered  all  the 
face  of  the  earth. 

Traditions  of  a  greitfc  Flood  are  common  to  many  Asiatic  races, 
nud  are  found  in  many  literatures,  hut  tho  home  and  soui-ce  of 
them  all  &ecins  to  he  Babylonia.  And  very  possibly  a  huge  earth- 
quake, causing  an  immense  overflow  from  the  waters  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  over  all  the  low  adjacent  country,  may  have  left, 
behind  it  awful  tuoraories,  which  ultimately  produced  and  set  in 
raotiou  the  atoriea  of  the  great  Flood.  At  any  rate  the  Hebrew 
verelona  of  the  Flocal  seem  modelled  upon  those  of  Babylon. 

*  The  Hebrew  vei&ious.'  For  the  compiler  of  Genesis  has  let  us 
hear  two  verstona,  though  lie  has  tried,  and  not  unskLlfiilly,  to 
dovetail  tliein  together.  The  first  vetsiou,  which  is  told  at  greater 
length  and  alrnoat  in  its  entirety,  is  that  of  the  later  kw-booli. 
The  second  veiaion.  which  ig  dovetailed  into  the  first  and  is  not 
complete,  ia  taken  fi-om  (lie  earlier  chronicle.  We  will  fii'st  lifiten 
to  the  version  from  the  later  law-book.  Both  versions  are,  it 
18  needless  to  snyj  tales  of  marvel  mid  wonder :  they  are  not 
historical. 

This  ia  the  history  of  Nonh :  Noah  was  a  just  and  blame- 
less man  among  his  conteniporuriea,  ajid  Noali  walked  with 
God.  And  Noah  had  three  sons:  Shenij  Ham,  and  Japheth. 
But  the  earth  was  corrupt  before  God.,  and  the  earth  was 
filled  with  violence.  And  God  looked  upon  the  earth,  and, 
behold  J  it  was  corrupt;  for  all  flesh  had  L'()rrupt('{l  its  way 
upon  the  earth.  And  God  said  untti  Noah,  The  end  of  all 
flesh  ia  determined  on  by  nie;  for  tlie  earth  is  iiUed  with 
violence  because  of  them ;  and,  behold,  I  will  destroy  thcni 
from  off  the  earth. 
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Make  thee  an  urk  iti'  cypn-ss  wood;  ct-lls  sbolt  tliou  make 
in  the  ark,  and  Rlialt  plteh  it  within  and  without  witli  pitch. 
And  this  is  huw  tfioii  stialt  mnWe  it:  the  length  oF  the  ark 
shall  be  three  hundred  cuhita,  tlie  breadth  of  it  fifty  cubits, 
and  the  height  of  it  thirty  cubits.  A  window  shnlt  tbtiu 
make  to  the  urk,  a  cubit  (vide  sfmit  thou  construct  it;  and 
the  door  of  the  ark  shall  tliou  set  in  the  side  tliereof ;  with 
lower,  middle,  and  uiiper  8ti)rie8  ghalt  thou  make  it.  And, 
behold,  Ij  even  I,  do  bring  the  flood  upon  the  earth,  to 
destroy  ail  flesh,  wherein  is  the  breath  of  life,  from  under 
heaven;  and  every  thing  that  is  in  the  earlti  shall  die.  But 
with  tliee  will  1  cslubllsli  my  covenant ;  and  thou  shalt  cnnie 
into  the  ark,  thou,  and  thy  sons,  and  thy  witV,  and  thy  sons' 
wii'es  with  thee.  And  of  every  living  thinii;  of  all  flesh,  two 
of  every  sort  shalt  thou  bring  into  the  ark,  to  keep  theui 
alive  with  tlsee;  they  shall  be  male  and  female.  Of  fowls 
after  their  kind,  and  oi  cattle  after  their  kiud,  of  every 
(•rceping  tiling  of  the  earth  after  its  kind,  two  of  every  sort 
shall  eon»e  unto  thee,  to  keep  them  alive.  And  take  thou 
unto  thee  of  all  food  that  is  eaten,  and  thou  shalt  gather  it  to 
thee;  and  it  shall  be  for  food  for  thee,  and  for  them.  Thus 
did  Noah;  accurdiug  to  all  that  Ciud  comnumded  hlmj  so 
did  he. 

And  Noah  was  six  hundred  years  old  when  the  flood  came 
upon  the  earth.  In  the  six  hundredth  year  of  Noah's  life,  in 
the  second  month,  the  seventecntJi  day  of  the  month,  the 
same  day  all  the  fuuntains  of  the  great  deep  were  bur«t 
asumler  and  the  waters  of  heaven  were  opened.  On  the 
selfsame  day  entered  Noah,  and  Shem,  and  Ham,  and  Ja- 
plieth,  the  sons  of  Noah,  and  Noah's  wife,  and  the  three 
wives  of  his  sons  with  them,  into  the  ark;  they,  and  every 
beast  after  its  kind,  and  all  the  cattle  after  their  kind,  and 
every  cwepijig  thing  that  creepetli  upon  the  earth  after  its 
kiml,  and  every  bird  after  its  kind,  every  winged  tiling. 
And  there  went  in  unto  Noah  into  the  ark,  two  and  two  of 
nil  flesh,  wherein  is  the  breath  of  life.  And  they  that  went 
in,  went  in  male  and  female  of  all  flesh,  as  God  commmided 
him. 

And  the  waters  prevailed,  and  were  increased  greatly  upon 
the  earth ;  imi\  the  ark  flouted  cm  the  face  of  the  waters. 
And  the  waters  prevailed  exceedingly  upon  the  earth ;  aiid 
all  the  high  mountains,  that  arc  under  the  whole  heuveii^ 
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were  covered.  Fifteen  culnta  upward  did  the  waters  prevail ; 
and  the  tnttuiituiiis  were  covered.  And  all  flesh  died  that 
moved  upon  the  earth,  both  of  birds,  and  of  cattle,  and  oF 
beasts,  and  of  every  creeping-  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the 
eurth,  iind  every  man.  And  the  waters  prevailed  upon 
the  earth  an  hundred   and  fifty  days. 

Then  (lOil  remembered  Noah,  and  every  living  tlncig,  and  all 
the  cattle  that  were  with  bim  in  the  ark.  And  the  fountains 
of  the  deep  and  the  -windows  of  heaven  were  sluit,  and  God 
caused  a  wind  to  pass  over  the  earth,  and  the  waters  saidc. 
And  after  the  end  of  the  hundred  and  fitly  days  the  waters 
g-rew  less.  And  iu  the  seventh  niontli,  on  the  seventeenth 
day  of  the  month,  the  ark  rested  upon  the  mountains  of 
Ararat.  And  the  waters  decreased  eoiitinually  until  tlie 
tenth  month;  in  the  tenth  month,  on  tiie  first  day  of  the 
month,  the  tops  of  the  mountains  were  seen.  And  in  the  six 
hundredth  and  lirst  year,  in  the  first  month,  the  first  day 
of  the  mouthj  the  waters  were  dried  up  froui  oil  the  earth. 
And  in  the  second  month^  on  the  seven  and  twentieth  day  of 
the  month,  the  eartli  was  dry- 

And  God  spake  unto  iNoah^  saying,  Go  forth  from  the 
ark,  thou,  and  t]iy  wife,  and  thy  sous,  and  thy  sous'  wtvca 
wjtfi  thee.  Brinj;j  fortli  with  thee  every  livirii^  thintj  tluit  is 
with  thee,  of  all  flesh,  Iwth  of  birds,  and  of  cattle,  and  of 
every  creeping  thing  that  ci*eepcth  upon  the  eai-th ;  that  they 
may  breed  abundantly  iu  the  earth,  and  be  fruitful,  aud 
multiply  upon  the  eartli.  And  Noah  went  forth,  and  his 
sons,  and  his  wife,  and  his  sons'  wives  with  him.  Kvery 
beast,  every  creepiiig  thin^,  and  every  bird,  and  whatsoever 
creepeth  upon  tlie  earth,  after  their  kinds,  %vent  forth  out  of 
the  ark. 

And  God  blessed  Noah  and  his  sons,  and  said  \tnto  theui, 
He  fruitful,  and  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth.  And  the 
fear  of  you  and  the  dread  of  you  shall  3>e  upon  every  beast  of 
the  earth,  and  upon  every  bird  of  the  air;  with  all  wherewith 
the  fjround  swarmeth,  and  with  all  the  fishes  of  the  sea,  into 
your  hand  are  they  delivered.  Every  movljig  thing  that  liveth 
shall  be  food  for  you ;  even  as  the  green  herb  have  I  giveu  it 
you  all.  Only  flesh  that  hath  yet  the  hfe,  which  is  the 
blood,  in  it,  shall  ye  not  eat.  But  your  blond  of  your  own 
lives  will  I  requirp;  from  the  hand  of  every  beast  Avill 
1  require  it :   and  from  the  hand  of  man,  from  the  hand  of 
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every  man's  brother,  wil!  I  rrqitirc  tlic  life  of  man.  Whoso 
slicddelh  niitii's  bluud,  by  iiniii  sliiill  his  bluutl  be  shed  :  for 
in  ihu  itimj<«  "f  (j"i1  iimdt'  hr  iniirt.  Aeiil  y<»»,  he  ye  fruitful, 
uikI  multiply ;  bring  forth  iibuiuliintly  in  the  earth,  and 
multiply  therein. 

And  God  Rjpake  unto  Noah,  and  to  his  sons  with  him, 
saying,  And  1^  behold,  I  establish  my  coveuaut  with  you, 
and  with  your  seed  after  you ;  and  witli  every  living  creature 
thiit  is  with  you,  of  the  birds,  of  the  cattle,  and  of  every  beast 
of  the  eartli  with  you ;  with  every  beast  of  the  earth  that 
goeth  forth  out  of  the  ark.  And  I  will  establish  my  cove- 
nant with  you ;  neither  shall  all  flesli  be  cut  off  any  more  by 
the  waters  of  a  Hood ;  neither  shuU  there  any  more  be  a  flood 
to  destroy  the  earth. 

And  God  said,  This  is  the  token  of  the  covenant  which 
I  make  betu'een  me  and  you  and  everv  living  creature  that  is 
with  you.  for  jwrix-tual  generations:  I  do  set  my  bow  in  the 
cloud,  and  it  shall  be  for  a  token  of  a  eovenaut  between  me 
and  the  earth.  And  it  shall  couil"  to  pass,  when  I  bring 
a  cloud  over  the  earth,  ynd  the  Ikjw  itt  seen  in  the  clouds, 
tliat  I  will  remember  my  covenant,  which  is  between  me  and 
you  and  every  living  creature  of  all  flesh;  and  the  waters 
shall  no  more  tjeeonie  a  flood  to  destroy  all  flesh.  And  when 
the  Ikjw  ia  in  the  clouds,  I  will  lcM)k  upon  it,  that  I  may 
remember  the  everhisting  covenant  between  God  and  every 
living  creature  of  all  flesh  that  is  upon  the  earth.  And  God 
said  unto  Noah,  This  is  the  token  of  the  covenant,  winch 
1  have  established  between  me  and  all  flesh,  that  is  upon  the 
earth. 

And  the  sons  of  Noah,  that  went  forth  of  the  ark,  were 
Sliem,  and  Ham,  and  .Tapbeth :  and  TIam  is  the  father  of 
Canaan.  These  are  the  three  sons  of  Noah :  and  of  them 
was  the  whole  earth  overspread.  And  Noah  lived  ftftcr  the 
flood  three  hundred  and  fifty  years.  And  all  the  days  of 
Noah  were  niuc  hundred  and  tifty  years:  and  he  died. 

§  r6.  Because  the  story-tellers  of  the  Flood  have  baiJ  in  their 
Darrativea  that  Ood  destroyed  all  mankind  on  account  of  thoir 
wickedness,  we  need  not  suppose  that  tliey  believed  in  a  cmel 
God.  They  told  the  tide  ns  it  was  told  before  them.  And  many 
niillioTis  of  people  have  gone  on  taking;  it  i|uito  literally  ever  since, 
and  have  uot  found  any  such  moral  difficulty  in  the  story,  liut  as 
8C0U  as  we  come  to  see  that  puuuihmeut  is  discijilinal,  we  also 


ronlize  tlial  tlie  diviue  education  of  tlie  huniiin  race  can  Iinrdlyljjt^^ 
Ijft^n  efferted,  at  nay  period  of  maiakiiid'a  history,  by  a  iiuiversal 
ilpstriiction.      Moreover,    Huiversal    wickedness    of    erjual     degree 
belongs  to  the  realm  of  faiicy  and  not  of  fact. 

The  covtnnut  wliich  God  uifLkea  witli  Noah  after  tlie  ceasatioji  of 
the  FIdod  contains  two  or  fhreo  iiotflble  piiBsagcs.  Two  'nugative 
commands '  are  enjoined  upon  humnnity  fts  a  whole.  The  second 
i«  the  more  important  and  fundaraentn!.  It  is  tlie  proliibition  of 
ijiurder^ — aftei-wards  rejieaied  as  the  Sixth  of  the  Teu  Words. 
Here  the  iHuiishinent  to  be  inflicted  upon  ite  transgression  is  added 
to  the  commandment  itself.  '  Whoso  shnddeth  manut  blood,  by 
man  shall  his  blood  he  shed :  fur  in  the  iniftge  of  iAoA  made  he 
mail.'  Notfi  well  how,  as  Profasitor  Wellliau-ieu  Iiaa  pointed  out, 
the  author  of  the  later  Jaw-book  nmkea  the  pimi^hmeut  of  murder 
not  the  afi'air  oi"  the  relatives  of  the  murdei-ed  mnn,  but  the  affair 
of  eociety,  the  affftir  ofOori.  Blood  is  denondeil  for  man  as  man, 
whether  free  or  slave,  and  no  money  coinj30Uf^a1io3i  is  allowed. 
All  this  indicates  a  developed  tthiiail  and  relifjiuiis  poiut  of  view. 

At  the  Fame  lime  it  is  curious  that  an  animal  which  hae  killed 
R  mnn  ia  also  doomed  to  die  :  its  blood  is  aleo  '  reqiiii-ed,'  This  ia 
quite  in  the  spirit  of  flnti(|uity.  If  a  man  fell  from  his  horse  and 
was  killed  by  the  blow,  the  horae  would  have  lieen  killed.  Just  as 
only  jjradually  did  the  difference  become  apparent  bctweeu  iuten- 
tional  murder  and  invohiiitaiy  liomicide,  sothe  pcrceptiou  that  only 
mail  could  in  any  true  teniae  of  tlie  word  be  eaid  to  be  'refiponsible' 
for  his  actions  was  also  nf  gradual  growth.  Moreover,  for  a  long 
time  the  intention  wafi  nut  BO  much  to  punish  the  doer  as  to 
avenife  Ihc!  dead.  The  deed  was  the  same,  to  all  outward  seeming, 
whether  wrought  by  man  or  beast,  by  accident  or  by  design.  But 
in  (he  laws  of  the  Hebrews  the  dibtinction  between  muider  and 
nc:cidental  homicide  is  clearly  recognized. 

The  6rat  command  is  more  diiHcalt.  '  Only  flesh  that  hath 
yet  the  lil'e  (which  in  the  blood)  in  it,  ye  shall  not  eat.'  This 
ordinAucB  appears  tci  include  in  it  a  prohibition  against  eating  raw 
meat,  and  a  prohibition  against  drinking  blood..  It  would  tmphj 
that  before  the  flesh  of  an  animul  ia  euteu  the  blood  mu?t  bo 
Euffercd  to  6.ovf  uiit  of  it,  and  that  it  must  then  be  cooked.  The 
origin  end  cause  of  the  command,  as  well  aa  the  imnieiii*e  impor- 
ianre  which  this  writer  eeems  to  assign  to  it,  have  been  veiy 
widely  and  learnedly  diEcueped,  To  all  ancient  people  blood 
presents  a  great  mystery.  The  blowl  seems  to  he  identical  with 
the  'life,'  If  you  oat  the  blood  you  in  some  myEterious  way  eat 
the  life  also.  Now  'life'  is  itself  a  myslery,  and  tn  eat  life  is 
outside  the  common  privilege  of  man.     Nevertheless  for  this  very 
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reason  all  kiucts  of  idolatrous  and  su[M?T8t!tiouB  practices  ^'ew  up 
loiinfcled  with  the  drinking  of  blood,  or  with  its  dso  in  wicrlficial 
obBervftiires.  l!Ioi>d  waa  reganlecJ  as  a  great  ^ piaculum'  or  nfouu- 
meni.  Tlio  bloud  uf  au  auinial,  aud  fiometimes  eveu  of  a  maii,  w^s 
EU[){M)secl,  ns  it  were,  to  eiick  up  sius,  bo  tlmt  tlie  life-blood  ebed  by 
11  Bub^titittt-d  viclim  t-ould  atouu  for,  or  'satisfy '  Uwl  in  respect  lo 
fcius  which  an  iudividtml  or  n  conimumty  hnd  committed  against 
iiifl  lawp. 

Tho  Hebrew  lawgiver,  partly  under  the  weight  of  an  univemal 
belief  that  tlier«  vti^  soirietliinjt  ti  uly  '  mysterious'  about  blcod, 
but  partly  tdto  front  a  couttcious  prot'^&t  against  all  thetjO  Jdola- 
1roa»  and  eiiperelitious  beliefs  acid  practice)^,  prohibit-ed  the 
driukiug  of  blood  under  the  severest  penalties.  Aud  in  thin  place 
we  (iud  tliB  author  of  our  'later  law-book'  (who,  beiiifi  a  priest, 
was  iinriieiiBely  iuterested  iu  all  laws  tlmt  bad  a  hraciiHciul  and 
ritual  bearinf:;)  trying  to  make  this  ordinance  about  blood  noi 
merely  a  law  for  Israelites,  but  a  law  for  iiiauhiud.  And  as 
u  broad  priueiplc  immkiud  has  adopted  and  approved  his  oixliuance. 
For  anybody  would  jiistJy  reynixl  a  person  who  ate  his  meat  raw.  or 
wbodraiik  blood,  with  disgust  and  horror.  The  '  mystery'  of  blood 
has  TaniHhe<l,  but  the  old  comniandmeut  has  worked  its  way  iuto 
all  civilized  cotnmuuities,  aud  ita  obeervance  coustitutes  a  uuirk  of 
[lermaueut  difference  between  man  and  heaat 

God  proiuites  Noah  that  there  fihall  never  a^n  be  an  uoiveraal 
flood  of  do^tructiou,  and  as  the  token  of  this  '  covenant,'  ho  eetti  the 
'  how  amid  the  clouds.'  In  ancient  days,  before  the  real  causo  of 
tlje  raijibow  wsis  clearly  known,  it  was  often  regarded  as  a  super- 
natural sign.  It  Ig  unubual  in  the  '  later  law-book '  for  God  to  be 
represented  as  epeaking  in  ao  humao  a  way.  He  Ecems  to  institute 
the  bow  as  a  retuinder  for  himself  But  even  to  the  writer  this 
can  only  have  bceu  meant  as  an  accommodation  to  human  methods 
of  speech.  The  story  of  God  and  the  rainbow  is  for  ua  a  story 
only,  bat  the  belief  thiit  God  is  indeed  tho  God  of '  every  living 
creature  of  all  flesh  '—that  he  is  truly  our  Father  in  heaveu — this 
belief  remains  as  our  abiding  consolation  aud  sustainraent, 

§  17.  We  must  now  listen  to  the  older  versiuu  of  the  Flood- 
story,  which  has  been  dovetailed  by  the  compiler  of  the  £ook  of 
Genesis  into  the  version  of  the  later  law-book.  This  older  version  has 
naturally  not  been  preserved  in  its  entirety;  to  avoid  iterations  on 
the  one  Imnd  and  too  many  glaring  inconeistcncica  on  the  other, 
the  compiler  was  compelled  to  leave  out  eeveral  bits  of  it  here  and 
there. 

Here,  too,  we  start  from  the  glowing  and  exceeding  depravation 
of  maiikiod.     The  huuiuu  method  of  epcuking  as  applied  to  Qod  is 
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more  marlted  iu  this  narrative  tliau  tlie  other.  Tlie  opening  words 
t^iippl^  a  cotispicuDim  iii&taBce,  for,  &s  it  ea^a  cleewlKire  in  the 
Bible,  God  'is  not  a  man  that  he  alionltl  repent,'  I  ouglt  to 
mention  that  the  compiler  of  the  Book  of  GencBis  hn.B  mnde  cei*t-ain 
chRu^ca  fuid  additions  (as  well  as  (mjiBsiouB)  in  the  eiirUtir  vemlon, 
iu  order  to  aasimilute  the  one  veraion  to  the  other.  The  moia 
important  of  these  additions  I  have  indicated  by  aquare  brackets. 
And  in  one  or  two  places  I  haTe  put  in  round  brackets  the  woids 
which  in  all  probahility  etood  originally  in  the  t«xt  wlieu  it  was 
an  independent  work. 

And  the  Lord  saw  that  the  wickedness  of  man  was  great 
in  the  earth,  and  that  every  imaginjition  of  the  thoughts  of 
his  heart  was  only  evil  continually.  And  it  repented  the 
Lord  that  he  had  niudc  niun  on  the  earth,  and  it  grieved  him 
lit  Ins  heart.  And  the  Lord  said,  1  will  destroy  umii  whom 
I  have  treated  fram  the  face  of  the  earth;  [hotli  ninii,  ami 
beast,  and  the  creeping  thing,  and  the  birds  of  the  air;]  for 
it  repeuteth  me  that  I  have  made  them.  But  Noah  found 
grace  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord. 

Tlic  building  of  the  ark  is  given  according  to  the  later  vertioii 
only.  The  next  bit  from  the  earlier  narrative  is  as  fullowe.  Note 
the  variation  as  to  the  number  of  the  anlmale  taken  iuto  the  ark. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Noah,  Come  thou  and  all  thy 
house  into  the  ark ;  for  thee  have  I  seen  righteous  before  me 
in  this  generation.  Of  every  clean  beast  thou  shalt  take  to 
thee  by  sevens,  the  male  and  his  female ;  and  of  beasts  that 
are  not  clean  by  two,  the  male  and  his  female.  [Of  birds 
also  of  the  air  by  sevens,  the  male  and  the  female^]  to  keep 
seed  alive  upon  the  faee  of  all  the  earth.  For  yet  seven 
(lays,  and  1  will  cause  it  to  rahi  upon  the  earth  forty  days 
and  forty  nights ;  and  every  living  sulmtance  that  I  have 
made  will  I  destroy  from  off  the  face  of  the  earth.  And 
Noah  did  accordhig  unto  all  that  the  Lord  commanded  him. 

And  Noah  went  in  (with  all  his  house),  [and  his  sons,  and 
his  wife,  and  hia  sons*  wives  with  him,]  into  the  ark,  because 
of  the  waters  of  the  tlood.  Of  clean  beasts,  and  of  beasts 
that  are  not  clean,  [and  of  biixls,  and  of  everything  that 
creepeth  upon  the  earth,  there  went  in  two  and  two  unto 
Noah  iuto  the  ark,  the  male  and  the  female,  as  God  had 
commanded  Noah],  And  the  Lord  shut  liini  iu.  And  it 
came  to  pass  after  the  seven  days,  tliat  the  waters  of  the 
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flood  came  upon  the  C4irth.  And  the  rain  iras  upon  the 
earth  forty  (iays  tiiid  forty  night*.  And  the  waters  iii- 
crtrnscd,  and  hiirc  \ip  the  ark,  and  it  waa  lifted  up  aburc 
the  earth.  All  iti  nhose  noBtrils  was  the  brt'utb  [of  the 
BpiritJ  of  lifr,  of  nil  that  was  on  the  dry  lanil,  diisl.  So 
(the  Lord)  destroyed  every  living  tliitig  which  was  upon  the 
face  of  the  grotind,  [Iwth  man,  and  cattle,  and  the  creeping 
things,  and  the  birds  of  the  heavens;  and  they  were  destroyed 
from  off  the  earth].  And  Noah  only  reumuicd  alive,  and 
they  that  were  « ith  hitu  iii  the  ark.      ..... 

And  it  came  t^)  pasR  at  the  end  of  the  forty  days,  that  the 
niin  from  heavon  was  restrained,  and  the  waters  returned  from 
off  the  earth  continually.  And  Noah  opened  the  windu^v  of 
the  ark  which  he  had  made,  and  he  seat  forth  a  ruveii,  which 
went  forth  to  and  fro,  until  the  Matera  were  dried  up  from 
off  the  earth.  And  he  stayed  Bevcii  days,  and  he  sent  forth 
a  dove  from  him,  to  see  if  the  waterH  were  abated  froni  off 
the  face  of  the  ground;  but  the  dove  found  no  rest  for  the 
s<jlc  of  her  foot,  and  she  returned  unto  him  into  the  ark,  for 
the  waters  were  on  the  face  of  the  whide  earth :  then  he  put 
forth  his  hand,  and  took  her,  and  pulled  her  in  unto  bini  into 
the  ark.  And  he  staved  yet  other  seven  days;  and  again  he 
Bent  fottli  the  dove  out  of  the  ark;  and  the  dove  came  in  to 
him  Itj  tlie  evening;  and,  lo,  in  her  mouth  was  an  olive  leaf 
pluckt  off:  80  Noah  knew  that  tlie  watera  were  abated  from 
off  the  earth.  And  he  stayed  yet  otlier  seven  days,  and  he 
Bent  forth  the  dove  j  and  slie  returned  unto  him  again  no 
more.  And  Noah  removed  the  roof  of  the  ark,  and  looked, 
and  behold,  the  face  of  tlie  ground  was  dry. 

And  Noah  huUt  an  altar  unto  the  lx)rd ;  and  he  took  of 
every  clean  beast,  and  every  clean  bird,  and  offered  burnt 
offerings  on  the  altar.  And  the  Lord  smelt  the  sweet 
Bavour ;  and  the  Lord  said  in  his  heart,  I  will  not  aguiu 
curse  the  ground  any  more  for  man's  sake;  for  the  imagina- 
tion of  man's  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth ;  neither  will 
I  smite  any  more  every  tlung  living,  as  I  have  done.  While 
the  earth  remaineth,  seed  time  and  harvest,  and  cold  and 
heat,  and  summer  and  winter,  and  day  and  night  shall  not 
cease. 


Thfiffl  two  accounts  of  the  Flood  are  ijutte  distinct  and  inde- 
peudeut  of  each  other.     Note  that  in  the  first  ftccount  the  waters 
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increase  for  ii,©  dRva^  ia  tlie  bccou;!  account  fi:r  only  forty  dnvs. 
The  wljolo  process  iti  the  first  account  from  the  bef^inning  of  the 
Flood  till  tlicr  earth  is  quite  ilrj  fillg  ouo  lunar  yenraud  ten  days  (from 
lli«  1 7th  of  the  second  month  in  one  yejir  to  the  27th  of  tJie  Fpcoiid 
mouth  in  the  next).  One  lunar  j-ear  and  ten  days  makes  oue  whole 
sultir  year  of  365  days.  Thus  if  the  Flood  took  150  days  to  reiich 
its  mtkximum,  its  gradual  ttecroaae  till  the  earth  wiis  quite  dry 
occupied  215  days.  But  in  the  second  account  the  Flood  only 
Iflsta  for  forty  clays,  and  the  earth  takes  only  twenty-one  days  to 
dry.  A^in,  in  the  first  account  (i.Q.Jiret  here  given,  later  in  date), 
the  Flood  is  caused  by  tfie  bur^tin^  forth  of  the  fouutHins  of  the 
great  deep  from  below,  and  ljy  tbe  floodgates  of  the  waters  of 
heaven  (that  is,  above  the  heavens)  being  opened.  In  the  second 
account  the  entire  ilooil  is  caused  more  simply  by  natuml  raiu. 
How  the  two  accounts  were  joined  and  dovetailed  together  by  the 
compiler  yon  pun  and  will  doubtleas  see  for  youreelvos  in  any 
Eujlisli  or  Hebrew  Bible. 

§  r8.  The  ABayrian  Btotyof  the  Flood  presents  striking  parallels 
to  tbe  Hebrew  narratives.  TIic  tablets  on  wliicli  it  ia  iuscribed 
formed  part  of  the  librai-y  oT  King  Ai-nrbniiipal,  wLo  reigned  from 
66S-626  D.C.  How  these  tjiblete  were  discovered  and  interpreted 
ia  in  itself  an  interteting  tale,  which  eannot  however  here  be  told. 
The  Assyrian  stoiy  is  itself  a  translation  from  a  mncli  more  ancient 
Babylonian  original. 

In  tiiis  vereiou  Chnaiaadra  or  Situapistiin  (bis  Assyrian  uame) 
relnte!3  to  Iztuhar  the  story  of  Ihe  flood  and  of  bis  own  deliverance. 
He  first  tells  how  the  goda  having  roeolved  to  cause  a  flood,  thfir 
determination  is  announced  to  him  in  a  dream  by  tlie  god  Ia,  Tima 
he  ia  bidden :  '  TLou  nifiu  of  Surippak,  son  of  Ubaratutu,  construct 
a  house,  build  a  ship,  save  thy  ixt^seesionij,  save  thy  life,  i>rin{( 
seed  of  life  of  all  kinds  into  the  eliip.'  Sitnapistim  does  aa  he  is 
biJ,  builds  tbe  ship  and  stores  it.  '  WitJi  all  that  I  bad  I  fillctl  it. 
"With  all  that  I  had  of  silver  I  filled  it.  With  all  that  1  had  of 
gold  i  filled  it.  With  all  that  I  hud  of  aeed  of  life  cif  every  kind 
1  filled  it.  1  brought  into  the  sUip  my  whole  family  and  woman- 
kind ;  cattle  of  the  field,  beasts  of  tbe  field,  artizana.  all  together 
I  brought  thera  into  it.'  Then  nt  the  appointed  sig^n  of  heavy  raiu 
in  tbe  iveniiig,  he  enters  into  the  ship  and  shuts  the  door.  The 
flood  begins-  'At  tli«  first  api)eamnec  of  dawn,  a  dark  etoud  ai-oee 
from  tbe  horizon';  thfire  was  lightning  and  thunder  and  darknew. 
'  Brother  aaw  not  brother ;  men  were  not  rt-cognizcd  in  heaven. 
The  gods  were  frightened  at  the  tempettuoUH  flood ' ;  they  fled 
from  befoi  e  it  and  took  refuge  in  heaven.  Tlien  the  gcddcBs  Isdir 
cries  out '  The  former  time  (L  e.  the  former  men)  has  again  become 
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t^tif ;  they  fill  the  sea  like  fishes.*  The  gods  weep  with  her  at  the 
work  of  destruction.  Six  days  and  iii^jhts  the  tempest  aud  fiooil 
continue.  On  the  peventh  dny  the  fttorm  subsides  ;  the  water* 
abate,  'I  looked'  (8itnapiiitini  continues)  *nti  the  sea,  aud  lifted 
up  my  voice,  but  all  men  had  ngftiu  become  clay  ....  I  opened  the 
air-hole,  the  light  fell  ou  my  cheek :  I  etuoped^  I  eat  dowu  and 
wept;  over  my  check  the  tears  dropjied  dowu.  I  looked  upon  tlie 
earth — all  terror,  sea  t '  At  last,  after  twelve  days,  land  l)ecoine3 
I'iflible ;  *  the  montitain  of  the  laud  of  Nisir  held  tlie  ship  fast,  and 
allowed  it  aot  to  mo?e.'  Thia  coutinued  for  six  days.  Then  'when 
the  seventh  day  came,  I  took  out  a  dove  Hud  let  it  loose.  Tlio  dove 
Hew  hither  and  thither,  hut  because  there  was  no  resting-plnce,  it 
returned.  Then  I  took  out  a  swallow  ami  let  it  loose,  but  heeauae 
thei-e  was  no  resting- place,  it  returned.  Then  I  took  out  a  raven 
mid  let  it  go.     The  raven  flew  about,  it  saw  the  decreasing  of  the 

waters,  it  canie  (ngaiii)  neiw but  it  did  not  retarn.      Then 

I  sent  out  all  to  the  four  winfls.  I  otfered  a  sacrifiee,  I  ma<le 
a  libation  ou  the  top  of  the  mountain,  I  set  up  seven  vessels  of 
libation.  Under  them  I  spread  ealmus  and  cedar  wood.  The 
gods  smelt  ihe  savour :  the  gods  smelt  the  fmgrnnt  savour.  Like 
flies  the  gods  gathered  around  the  sacrtRcw.'  Then  the  goddees 
Istar  flpeflks :  '  Tliese  days  I  phall  remember,  and  iu  the  future 
I  Bhall  not  forgot  tliera.  Let  the  gods  approach  to  the  libation, 
but  Bel  shall  not  approach  to  the  libation,  because  he  did  not 
consider,  nud  aroused  the  stonn  of  the  flood,  and  delivorotl  up  ray 
mankind  to  the  judgomeist.  When  Bel  approached,  lie  saw  the  ship. 
Tlieu  Bel  was  filled  wilh  nnger  nnd  said,  Who  has  escapwl  ?  No 
man  shall  escape  the  jadgeiaiftut.  Ninib  opened  hia  mouth  aud 
Bpak(3  and  snid  to  the  wairiorBel, '^^^^o  but  la  has  done  this  thing i 
la  o[ieu(?d  his  mouth,  and  spiiUe  and  said  to  the  wanior  Bel,  Thou 
wisu  one  among  tlie  giid?,  tlion  wnrrior!  So  inconsidenite  haat 
tliou  been  in  that  thou  hast  stirred  up  a  deluge.  Lay  his  sin  upon 
the  einner:  lay  his  tranagression  upon  the  transgressor,  but  let  not 
man  be  utterly  cut  off.  WLerefoi-e  wilt  thou  stir  up  a  flood  t 
Let  a  lion  draw  near  and  diminish  mankind.  Wherefore  wilt  thou 
ittir  up  a  flood  ?  Let  a  leop«rd  draw  near  and  diminish  mankind. 
WhtrL'fore  wilt  thou  utir  up  a  flood  ?  Let  there  arise  a  famine, 
and  (riiin)  the  land.  Wherefore  wilt  thou  stir  up  a  Hood  l  Let 
a  pestilence  come  and  def»tray  mankind,  1  did  not  dificlosc  the 
determination  of  the  greut  goih.  I  let  the  wise  man  ece  a 
dream,  and  eo  he  heard  the  determination  of  the  gr)ds.  Then  Bel 
inudc  a  resolve,  and  he  went  up  into  the  ship  and  he  took  my 
hand,  aud  he  led  me  forward,  aud  he  led  forward  my  wife,  and  he 
turned  us  towards  each  othcrj  and  he  placed  himself  between  us, 


and  fjreeted  ua  and  blessed  ns  saying ;  Formerljr  Silnapistim  waa 
human,  but  in  future  Sitnapistira  and  his  wife  eliuU  be  rejjarded 
like  ourselves,  the  goda.  Sitnapiatim  shall  dwell  far  away  at  the 
mouth  of  the  rivera.  So  they  took  us  awiiy  and  iifar  at  the  mouth 
of  the  rivers  thpy  caoeed  us  to  dwell.' 

We  Bee  how  tha  polytheistic  eleraoiita  in  thia  atory  have  been 
entirely  removed  in  buth  the  Hebrew  veraions  of  it,  and  the 
heathen  elementa  almost  wholly  so.  The  effect  of  the  '  sweet 
savour'  remains  the  E^me  in  the  narrative  of  the  earlier  chronicle 
as  in  the  Babylonian  original,  hut  the  author  of  the  later  law-book, 
whose  religion  ia  severer  and  purer,  rightly  rejects  this  paf^nizing 
incident.  Note  further  that  in  both  the  Biblical  versions  tt  a 
fimphfltically  stated  that  the  flood  was  caused  by  tlie  exceeding  and 
universal  wickedaeKs  of  man.  The  Afisyrian  account,  as  Professor 
Sciinider  (from  whose  book  and  from  Professor  Jensen'a  I  have 
made  up  niy  excerpts)  rightly  poinls  out,  'represents  the  flood  and 
the  destruction  of  all  living  things  as  essentially  the  arbitmry  act 
uf  the  gods,  especially  of  Eel.  It  is  only  at  the  cloj^e  of  the  story 
that  the  iinrrator  gives  a  hint  tlmt  in  rnUitj  it  was  the  wrath  of 
the  gods  over  the  iuiquify  uf  maukind  that  was  the  ultimate  cause 
of  the  judgcmeut.' 

§  19.  The  etories  of  the  Flood  biiug  us  to  the  ninth  chapter  of 
GenesLB.  Only  two  L-hnpters  are  given  to  the  period  between  Noah 
and  Ahrahnm.  In  them  the  compiler  has  placed  genealcigicul  lists 
from  the  lattr  law-hmik  of  the  descendauta  of  Haw,  Japheth,  and 
Keni.  Seven  generations  only  according  to  thin  writer  lie  between 
8em  iiiid  Terali,  Abraham's  father.  TTiia  list  too  has  no  historical 
value.  From  the  ciirlier  chronicle  the  compiler  cilea  certiiiu 
genealogical  notices,  as  well  as  one  famoHP  legend  with  which  my 
extriicts  from  these  fii-st  eleven  cliapters  of  Geuetfia  will  be  brought 
to  0  close.     It  h  the  etory  of  the  tower  of  Babel. 

And  the  whole  earth  was  of  one  language,  and  uf  one 

S|H!cch.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  journeyed  eastwar*!, 
that  tbey  found  a  plain  In  the  land  uf  Shinar;  and  they 
dwelt  there.  And  they  said  one  to  another.  Go  to,  let  us 
make  brick,  and  burn  them  throughly.  And  they  had  brick 
for  stone,  and  bittnncn  had  they  for  morter.  And  they  said, 
Go  to,  let  us  budd  us  a  eity  and  a  tower,  whtwe  top  may 
reach  unto  heaven  ;  and  let  us  make  us  a  name,  lest  we  Iw 
scattered  abroad  upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth. 

And  the  Lord  came  down  to  sec  the  city  and  the  tower, 
which  the  children  of  men  builded.     And  the  Lord  said, 
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.  Behold,  one  people  are  they,  and  they  have  all  one  lanjjnage; 
and  this  is  but  the  b^iitnin^  of  their  duinj^;  and  heiicc- 
fbn^Tird  nothing  will  be  unuttuiimble  to  tlit-ni,  which  they 
purpoHi-  to  do.  (lo  to,  let  ur  ^i  down,  and  there  eoriFound 
their  laniruwije,  that  they  may  not  understand  one  anotljer's 
speech.  Sn  the  Lord  jicattere*!  them  abn>ad  from  thence 
upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth:  and  they  Icl't  off  to  build 
the  city.  Tlu-refore  is  the  name  of  it  called  Babel;  because 
the  Lord  <Iid  there  confound  the  language  of  all  the  earth; 
and  from  thence  did  the  Lord  scatter  tliem  abroad  upon  the 
face  of  all  the  earth. 

This  storj*  too  is  but  the  written  fwnn  of  a  xery  old  and  popular 
tradition.  We  see  tliia  from  the  naively  hamon  way  in  which 
God  is  spolcen  of  and  reprtfieiited.  Note  too  the  fear  which  the 
diviue  beings  are  made  to  fet-l  at  tie  venturous  activity  of  man. 
This  story,  tlirn,  is  iactudeil  in  my  buok  aut  Ih-cuusc  of  its 
religious  value,  btit  becsuge  of  its  interett  iitid  vwluo  us  ft  Kpwimcu 
of  o'd  world  legend  and  of  ancient  ani\  popular  feelings  ami 
thoughts.  The  plain  of  Shinar  is  the  plain  of  Babylon,  and 
the  legend  touk  its  origin  from  one  or  other  of  those  huge 
Bubyloaiau  buildiage,  of  ivhicL  the  Greek  historian  Herodotus 
speaks  with  luch  unfelynid  ainjizemeiit,  and  giant  frugraents 
of  which  remain  even  to  onr  own  day.  The  etymohfyy 
given  to  Bulrl  is  a  piece  of  pii]mlai-  Etbrew  folk-lore:  the  triie 
etymology  of  Ikbel  is  not  cmuected  with  any  root-meaning  to 
'  coufouud,'  but  is  simply  BAh-Il,  '  tJiite  of  God,'  while  the  larger 
form,  Cabylrn,  is  Bdb-HAni,  '  Giite  of  the  gods.' 

The  rtoiy  of  thtt  tower  of  Babel  attempte,  in  naive  and  Binipio 
fushioHj  to  account  for  the  diversity  oi  languag*'8.  The  human 
W(iy  in  which  it  speaks  of  Gt>d  would  be  ijuite  foreign  to  the  more 
elevated  nnd  purer  ideas  of  the  author  tif  the  later  law-book.  T1ie 
fact  is,  jis  I'rof.  WellbauBen  has  observed,  that  the  materials  of  the 
uarrulive  iu  tlie  hi  Hi  elevca  chapters  oi  Genesis  huvu  not  h  specially 
Israelite,  but  a  generally  ethnic  ori9;iu.  The  tmcei^  of  this  origin 
are  nmdi  imiro  di^itineUy  preserved  in  the  earli*T  tliun  in  the  later 
narrutivc.  It  fs  mythic  or  mylhological  niftterjftl  which  lies  at 
tlie  bottcm  of  both  the  narratives,  but  in  the  earlier  of  the  two 
tlie  proCtsB  cf  traitying  the  primitive  h-genilB  of  tlieir  original 
menning  and  diameter  has  not  gone  nearly  ao  far  as  iu  that  of 
the  later  law-hook. 

Moreover^  as  the  same  high  nuthority  points  out,  the  religious 
superiority  of  the  later  writer  shows  ittielf  iilso  iu  its  freer,  moiu 
optimifitio    apjril.     The    storiis    of    the   eaiUiT  chrouiclo    reveal 
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ft  pocaliar  sombre  cainestiieps;  God  in  unwilling  to  allow  man 
to  come  too  nenr  him  :  there  in  a  distinct  imlicatioa  of  the  Iteutbuii 
idea  of  the  divine  jcftlouay.  In  the  later  law-hook  nil  this  has 
quite  disappeuit'd ;  '  here  oinu  no  longer  feels  himaelf  umlei" 
a  curse,  hut  alUeti  to  Gud  and  fi-ee,  as  lord  of  nature.' 

§  20.  That  loftier  conception  of  TnoTi  aa  lord  over  nrttiire,  wliict 
Prof.  Wellhaui--en  sets  reilpct«>d  In  tlie  later  law-book,  tiuda  poetical 
expresidou  in  a  beautiful  psalm. 

LoHD  our  Tjord, 

How  glorious  is  thy  name  in  all  the  earth, 

Who  Imst  set  thy  majesty  upon  the  heavens ! 

Out  of  the  mouth  of  bubts  and  suckiiiigs  hiist  thou 
founded  a  power 

Because  of  thine  enemifs. 

That  thou  niightest  still  the  enemy  and  the  avenger. 

When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  the  »rork  of  thy  fingerSj 

The  moon  and  the  stars,  which  thou  hast  ordained; 

What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  f 

And  the  son  of  man,  that  thou  visitcst  him  ? 

For  tliou  hast  in:u]e  hitn  hut  little  lower  than  the  angelSj 

And  hast  crowTied  him  M'ith  j^Iorj'  and  honour. 

Thou  madest  him  to  have  dominion  over  the  works  oi  thy 
liunds  ; 

Thou  hast  put  all  tilings  under  Ids  feet : 

All  sheep  and  oxen, 

Yea,  and  the  beasts  of  the  field  ; 

The  birds  of  the  air,  and  the  fish  of  the  sea. 

And  wlmtsoevcr  pasaeth  through  the  paths  of  the  seas. 

O  Lord  our  Lord, 

How  glorious  is  tliy  name  in  all  the  earth  ! 

The  words  '  out  of  the  mouth '  down  to  '  the  avenger '  are  ncit 
very  clear.  They  probably  mean  tJiat  thift  praisea  of  huiiiblo 
Israelites  are  a  power  which  will  at  last  silence  and  quench  the 
uubelicf  of  the  heathen. 

§  21.  We  have  hrard  of  God's  lelatiou  to  outwnrd  natnre  in  the 
storifiB  of  creation  and  the  flood.  Let  us  now.  before  ending  our 
booJc,  bear  of  that  relation  frrim  a  more  poetical  and  also  (aa 
I  thiuk)  more  religious  poiut  of  view,  in  some  few  choeeu  lyric-H 
of  the  fsttlter.  (Of  the  Psalter  itself  tind  bow  it  was  formed  1  shall 
have  moie  to  say  in  my  eecond  Tolume.) 
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Hm«  is  what  Prof.  C;heyiie  rails  '  a  storm  piece  ' — '  a,  noble 
ttperimen  of  parallelism  aud  u  poetical  gem  of  purest  ray.'  The 
thunder  is  poetically  regarded  ua  tlie  voice  of  God. 

Give  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  angels, 

Give  urito  the  Lord  glory  and  strength. 

Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name  ; 

Worship  the  Lord  in  holy  array. 

The  loice  of  tJie  Li»ni  is  upon  the  waters  : 

The  God  of  glory  thinulereth  : 

The  Lord  is  upon  great  waters. 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  in  power! 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  in  uuijeaty ! 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  breaketh  the  cedars ; 

Yea,  the  Lord  breaketh  the  ce<iar8  of  Lebanon. 

He  niaketh  them  also  to  skip  like  a  calf; 

Lebanon  and  Sirion  like  a  young  iintelope. 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  cleaveth  out  the  fluuica  of  fire  ; 

The  voice  of  tlie  Lord  shakcth  the  wilderness ; 

The  Lor{]  s^iaketh  the  wilderneRS  of  Kadesh, 

The  voice  of  the  I^ord  pierceth  the  oaks, 

And  slrippeth  the  forests  bare ; 

While  in  his  puhice  all  are  saying,  Glory. 

The  Lord  gut  enthroned  at  the  Flo*nl ; 

Yea,  the  Lord  sltteth  King  for  ever. 

The  Lord  will  give  strength  unto  his  people  ; 

The  Lord  will  bless  his  people  with  peace. 

A  'sea  piece'  may  inatcU  the  'Htunn  pieco';  but  in  the  sea 
piece  the  '  Btreams '  are  probably  symbolical.  They  typify  the 
turbulent  nations,  wUo  (hecau3c  to  the  Psaliniat  the  euemiea  of 
Israel  are  dangeronsly  near  to  being  idciiticid  with  the  enemies  of 
God)  vainly  daeh  thtir  breakers  against  the  world-niler'a  tbrone. 

The  Lord  hath  become  King,  he  hath  clothed  himself  with 
majesty ; 

The  Lord  hath  clothed  himself,  he  hath  girded  himself 
witli  strength : 

He  hath  made  fast  the  world,  that  it  cannot  be  moved. 

Thy  throne  is  established  of  old  : 

Thou  art  from  everlasting. 

The  streams  have  lifted  up,  O  Lord, 

The  streams  have  lifted  u[)  their  voice; 

The  streams  lift  up  tlieir  roaring. 
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Than  the  vojcea  of  many  waters, 
Mighty  waters,  breakers  of  the  sea. 
More  mighty  is  the  Lord  on  hi|ch. 
Thy  testinionies  are  very  faithful : 
Holiness  becoineth  thine  house, 

0  Lord,  for  ever. 

To  pnre  Hehrew  mnnotheiBm  the  hearend  told  only  the  glory  of 
tlieir  C'reutor,  Ha  in  the  following  psalm  fragment. 

The  lieavens  declare  tlte  glory  of  God  ; 

And  the  firmament  telleth  his  handywork. 

Day  unto  day  poureth  out  speech. 

And  night  unto  night  prochiiraetb  knowledge. 

There  ia  no  speech  nor  language. 

Their  voice  cannot  lie  heard. 

Their  voice  is  gone  out  through  all  the  earth, 

And  their  words  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

In  theiii  hath  he  set  a  tent  for  the  sun. 

Who  ia  aa  a  bridegroom  coming  out  of  his  chamber, 

And  rcjoiccth  as  a  strong  man  to  run  a  race. 

From  one  end  of  the  heavens  is  his  going  forth, 

And  his  circuit  unto  the  ends  of  it: 

And  there  is  nothing  hid  from  his  beat. 

The  pioiia  Hebrew  ]odks  for  help  not  from  Nuture,  but  from 

Ndluic's  Kukr  iiad  Lord. 

1  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hillfl : 
Fi-oui  M'hencc  cometh  my  help? 
My  help  cometh  from  the  Lord, 
Who  made  heaven  and  earth. 

He  will  not  suifer  thy  foot  to  be  moved  : 

lie  that  kcepeth  thee  will  not  slumlwr. 

Behold,  he  that  kcepeth  Israel 

Shall  neither  sbniiber  uor  sleep. 

The  Lord  is  thy  keeper  : 

The  Lord  is  tby  shade  upon  thy  right  hand. 

The  sun  shall  not  smite  thee  by  day. 

Nor  the  moon  by  night. 

The  Lord  shall  keep  thee  from  all  evil : 

He  shall  keep  thy  soul. 

The  Lord  shall  keep  thy  going-  out  and  thy  coming  in 

From  this  time  forth,  and  even  for  evermore. 
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§  23.  Sonie'timett  (a<i  in  many  pnfNigeB  oF  the  Second  TsaiHli) 
Nature  is  callctl  upon  to  take  paK  in  tbc  rejoicing  of  Israel^  and 
ID  its  priilEHL'  of  tiim  wlui  h  the  L-omiiiun  Qod  loth  of  iNuture  and  of 
Mou.  Wliftt  grt'ftt  trium|)3i  of  Israel  nii«l  Isrsel's  cause  Uie  next 
two  I'salms  celebrate  is  not  certaiu.  It  may  be  the  return  from 
B»by!oiL ;  it  mity  he  tlie  euccefltsful  isauc  of  llie  Maccubonji  revolt  of 
vvhicb  we  Hball  lienr  in  the  second  volume. 

O  siiii;  unto  Ihc  Lord  a.  new  song  : 

Sing  unto  the  Lord,  uU  the  ciirth. 

Sinj;  unto  the  Lord,  bless  his  iiJinK" ; 

ProciMim  his  salvation  from  day  lo  day. 

Declare  his  glory  among  the  heatheHj 

His  wonders  among  all  peoples. 

For  the  Lord  is  great,  and  greatly  to  be  praised  : 

He  is  to  be  feared  above  Jill  gods. 

For  all  tlic  gwls  of  tlie  nations  are  things  of  nought  : 

But  the  Lord  made  the  heavens. 

S|)leiKlour  and  majesty  are  before  him: 

Strength  and  beauty  are  in  his  sanctuary. 

Give  utito  the  Lord,  O  ye  Faiuilies  of  the  peoples^ 

Give  mito  tlie  Lord  glory  and  strength. 

Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name  : 

Bring  an  offering,  and  come  into  his  courts. 

O  worsliip  tlie  Lord  in  holy  adornment ; 

Fe!U"  before  him,  all  the  earth. 

Say  among  the  nations.  The  FiOrd  hath  beeonie  Itin§^; 

He  hath  made  fast  the  world  that  it  shall  not  be  moved : 

He  shall  judge  the  peoples  righteously. 

Let  the  heavens  rejoice,  and  let  the  earth  be  glad  ; 

Let  the  sea  roar,  and  the  fulness  thereof. 

Let  the  field  be  joyful,  and  all  that  is  therein  : 

Then  shall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood  rejoice  before  the 
Ivord  :  for  he  cometh. 

For  lie  Cometh  to  judge  the  earth : 

He  shall  judge  the  world  with  righteousness,  and  the 
peoples  with  his  truth. 

O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song ; 
For  he  Imth  done  marvellous  things  : 

His  right  hand,  and  his  holy  arm,  hath  gotten  hiiij  the 
victory. 

The  Lord  hath  made  known  his  salvation  : 
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His  righteousness  hath  he  revealed  in  the  sight  of  the 
nations. 

He  hath  remembered  ]iia  lovingkindness  and  his  fulthful- 
ness  unto  the  house  of  Israel : 

All  the  ends  of  the  earth  have  seen  the  siilvatioii  of  our 
God. 

Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord,  alt  the  earth  : 

Make  a  loud  noise,  and  rejoice,  and  sing  pruise. 

Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  the  harp; 

With  the  Imrp,  and  the  sound  of  song. 

With  trumpets  and  sound  of  cornet 

Make  a  joyful  noise  before  the  Lord,  the  King. 

Let  the  sea  roafj  and  the  fulness  thereof; 

The  world,  and  they  that  dwell  therein. 

Let  the  floods  rla])  their  hands: 

Let  tlie  hills  he  joyful  together  before  the  Lord;  for  he 
conieth  to  judge  the  earth  : 

With  righteousness  shall  he  judge  the  world, 

And  the  peoples  vrith  equity. 

Praise  ye  the  Lord  : 

For  it  is  good  to  sing  praises  unto  htm, 

Praise  is  comely  unto  our  God. 

The  Lord  buildeth  up  Jerusalem  : 

He  gathereth  together  the  outcasts  of  Israel. 

He  Iiealeth  the  broken  in  heart. 

And  biiideth  up  their  wounds. 

He  telleth  the  number  of  the  stars  ; 

He  caileth  them  all  by  their  nauios. 

Great  is  our  Lord,  and  of  great  power  : 

His  understanding  is  infintte. 

The  Ivord  lifteth  up  the  meek: 

He  casteth  the  wicked  down  to  the  ground. 

Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  thanksgiving ; 

Sing  praise  upon  the  harp  uiito  our  God. 

He  covrreth  the  heaven  with  clouds. 

He  prepareth  rain  for  the  earth, 

He  niaketh  grass  to  grow  upon  the  mountains. 

He  givetb  to  the  beast  its  food, 

And  to  the  young  ravens  which  cry. 

He  delighteth  not  in  the  strength  of  the  horse : 

He  taketh  not  pleasure  in  the  legs  of  a  man. 
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The  Lord  taketh  pleasure  in  them  that  fear  him, 

III  those  that  iiopc  in  his  nifrcy. 

Pmisc  the  Ix>r<l,  O  Jcniaalnin  ; 

Praise  thy  God,  O  Zion. 

For  he  hath  strengthened  the  bare  of  thy  gates; 

He  hath  blessed  thy  cliildren  within  thee. 

He  niakrth  peace  in  thy  borders, 

And  filh'th  thee  with  the  finest  of  the  wheat. 

He  sendeth  forth  his  coniinandnient  to  the  earth  : 

His  word  runneth  ver)'  swiftly. 

He  g;ivelh  snow  like  wool : 

He  scattentli  the  honri'rost  like  ashes. 

He  casteth  forth  his  ice  like  morsels : 

Who  can  stJind  Iwfore  hig  cold  ? 

He  sendeth  out  his  word,  and  nielteth  them : 

He  causeth  his  wind  to  blow,  and  the  waters  flow. 

He  sheweth  his  word  unto  Jacob, 

His  statutes  and  his  judgements  unto  Israel. 

He  hath  not  deidt  so  with  any  nation : 

He  hath  not  made  knou'n  to  them  his  judgements. 

Prnise  ye  the  Lord. 

Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

Praise  ye  tlie  Lord  from  the  heavens : 

Praise  him  in  the  heighta. 

Praise  ye  him,  all  his  angels  : 

Praise  ye  him,  all  his  hosts. 

Praise  ye  hitu,  sun  and  moon : 

Praise  him,  all  ye  stars  of  light. 

Pmisc  hiin,  ye  heavens  of  heavens, 

And  ye  waters  that  are  above  the  heavens. 

Let  them  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord  : 

For  he  commanded,  and  they  were  created. 

He  hath  also  stiddisbed  them  for  ever  and  ever  : 

He  hath  made  a  decree  which  they  cannot  overstep. 

Praise  the  Lord  from  the  earth, 

Ye  sea-monsters  and  all  deeps : 

Fire  and  hail ;  snow  and  ^'apours ; 

Stormy  wind  Fultilling  his  word  : 

Mountains  and  a\\  hills; 

Fruitful  trees  and  all  cedars : 

Beasts  aud  fill  cattle  ; 
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Creeping  thingB  and  winged  birds  : 

Kings  of  the  earth  and  all  peoplea  ; 

Princes,  and  all  judges  of  the  eiirth : 

Both  young  men  and  maidens  ; 

Old  men  and  children  : 

Let  them  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord; 

For  his  niuiie  alone  is  exalted  ; 

His  plory  is  above  the  earth  and  heaven. 

And  he  hath  raised  up  a  horn  for  his  people. 

To  the  praise  of  all  his  loving  ones  ; 

Even  of  the  children  of  Israel,  the  i>eopIe  near  unto  him. 

Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

§  23.  A  inter  Jewi&h  writer  expanded  this  last  pealm  into  the 
following  beautiful  Bocg  of  praise.  This  soog  is  uot  ia  the  Bible, 
though  ptTchuuce  it  was  not  written  mnuy  years  after  the  Biblical 
period  had  closed,  We  have  it  only  in  Urceii.  (in  a  colleciicin 
of  religious  and  historical  writings  known  as  tfia  Apocrypha),  Imt 
it  may  have  heeu,  and  probably  was,  originally  vrrtttea  iu  Hebrew. 

O  cdl  ye  works  of  the  Lord,  bless  ye  the  Lord : 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 
O  ye  heavens,  bless  ye  the  Lord  : 
I'raise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 
O  ye  angels  of  the  Lord,  bless  ye  the  Lord : 
Praise  ant[  exalt  bun  above  all  for  ever. 
O  all  ye  waters  that  are  above  the  heavens,  bless  ye  the 
Lord : 

Pniise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  all  ye  hosts  of  the  Lord,  bless  ye  the  Lord : 

Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  sun  and  moon,  bless  ye  the  Lord : 

Praise  and  exalt  hitn  alwve  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  stjirs  of  heaven,  bless  yc  the  Lord  : 

Praise  and  exalt  htm  above  all  for  ever. 

O  every  shower  and  dew,  bless  ye  the  Lord. 

Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  all  ye  winds,  bless  ye  the  Lord : 

Praise  and  exalt  bitu  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  fire  and  warnithj  bless  ye  the  Lord : 

Praise  and  exalt  hiui  above  ail  for  ever. 

O  ye  cold  and  heat,  bless  yc  the  Lord : 
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Praise  and  rxalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 
O  yc  ilews  and  storins  oi"  biiow,  IjU'sb  ye  the  I.«rcl  : 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alxive  all  for  ever. 
O  ye  nights  and  days,  bless  yc  the  Lord : 
Praise  and  exalt  Inin  abave  all  fur  ever. 
O  ye  light  and  darkness,  bless  ye  the  Lurd  : 
Praise  and  exalt,  him  aSmve  all  for  ever. 
O  ye  ice  ami  cold,  bless  ye  the  Ijonl : 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever, 
O  ye  frost  and  snow,  bless  ye  the  Lord : 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 
O  ye  lijfhtnings  and  clouds,  blcBs  ye  the  Lord : 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 
O  let  the  earth  bless  the  Lord : 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 
O  ye  mountains  and  hills,  bless  vc  the  Lord : 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  all  ye  things  that  grow  on  the  earth,  blt»fl  ye  the  Lord : 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever, 
O  yc  fountains,  bless  yc  the  Lord  : 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 
O  ye  seas  and  rivers,  blesR  yr  the  Lord  : 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 
O  ye  sea-monsters,  and  all  that  move  in  the  waters,  bless 
yc  the  Lord  : 

Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  all  ye  birds  of  the  air,  bless  ye  the  Lord : 

Pnuse  and  exalt  him  alM>ve  all  for  ever. 

O  all  ye  beasts  and  cattle,  bless  ye  the  Lord : 

Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  children  of  men,  bless  yc  the  Lord : 

Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  Israel,  hleas  ye  the  I^ord  : 

Praise  and  exalt  htm  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  priests  of  the  I^rd,  bless  yc  the  Lord : 

Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  ministers  of  the  Lord,  bless  ye  the  Lord  : 

Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  spirits  and  souls  of  the  rijfhtecus,  bless  ye  the  Lord : 

Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  holy  and  humble  in  hciirt,  bless  ye  the  Lord : 

Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 
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§  24.  The  follomiig  psalm  is  'a  eoug  of  praise,  compo3c<l  in  the 
gpring,  when  the  pastures  were  ah"(yiily  green,  the  niKiJowe  clothed 
witli  flocks,  aud  tlie  vallcya  covereci  with  swelling  corn.  Not  long 
before  u  greiit  uatioual  dcHvLTauce  had  probably  ucciirred,  !iut  Ihii* 
is  not  directly  meutiuiied.  The  most  prominent  blessings  in  (he 
penlmist's  mind  are  the  early  and  the  latter  rftin.'  Beftiitifu.1  hr 
the  Psalm  in,  it  is  also  by  no  means  easy,  but  I  f«ar  I  must  have 
ita  difficulties  unexplained,  for  this  ijook  doea  uot  supply  the  place 
of  a  commentary. 

Praise  is  fitting  for  thee,  O  God,  in  Siou  : 

And  unto  thee  men  pay  tkicir  vows. 

O  thou  thnt  liearest  prayer. 

Unto  thee  doth  all  flesh  come. 

Iiiii|uitie&  hiid  overcome  \is  ; 

But  thou  pardoucBt  our  tianstrrcssions. 

Happy  Is  the  man  whom  thou  cliooaest, 

And  canscst  to  approach  unto  thee,  that  he  may  dwell  in 
thy  courts  : 

That  we  may  be  satisfied  with  the  goodness  of  thy  house, 

Even  of  thy  holy  temple. 

By  terrible  deeds  of  ri^hteouHuess  dost  thow  answer  us, 

O  God  of  OTtr  salviition ; 

Who  art  the  confidence  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  .ind 
of  the  nations  that  arc  afar : 

Who  by  tliy  strength  settest  fast  the  mountains; 

Beini:r  girih'd  witli  power : 

Who  Btillest  the  noise  of  the  seas. 

The  noise  of  their  waves,  and  the  tumult  of  the  peoples; 

So  that  they  who  dwell  in  the  uttermost  parts  are  afraid  at 
thy  tokens : 

Thuu  makest  the  risings  of  the  morning  und  evening  to 
rejoice. 

Thou  hast  visited  the  earth,  and  watered  it : 

Thou  greatly  enrichest  it  with 

The  river  of  God,  whicli  is  full  of  water : 

Thou  prepares!  it  for  the  corn ; 

Thou  watcrcst  the  furrows  thereof  abundantly;  thou 
crushest  its  clods : 

Thou  makest  it  soft  with  showers:  thou  blc&scst  the 
springing  thereof. 

Thou  hast  crowned  the  year  of  thy  goodness; 

And,  thy  paths  drop  fatness. 
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Yea,  the  pastures  of  the  pnu'rie  do  drop ; 

And  the  hilla  ifird  themselveR  with  joy. 
The  meadows  are  clothed  with  flocks; 
Tlie  valleys  are  covered  with  com  ; 
They  shout  for  joy,  they  also  sing. 

§  25.  Wo  have  already  seen  how  tbe  praig©  of  God  is  niaiufest«d 
Imth  by  hin  relation  to  Slaii  (and  more  espftcially  to  [srael)  aud  by 
his  relatittn  to  Xntare.  There  are  two  fninoms  pealm?,  of  which 
the  first  tleftls  with  tl«i  fonner  asptrct  of  God,  the  aecoud  with  the 
latter.  Theie  two  psalms  are  very  probably  by  one  and  the  same 
author.  The  jitfcond  is  perhaps  the  roost  beaiitifid  of  all  the 
'  nature '  psalms  now  iucluded  iu  the  Psalter.  Note  that  the  concep> 
tion  of  man  iu  tlie  firat  p^alm  seems  sadder  than  that  iu  the  F&idin 
qnoted  in  paragraph  20.  In  thie  psalm,  as  in  very  many  others, 
the  speaker  is  not  an  individual ;  the  '  I '  ia  the  personified  com- 
munity, or  tlio  people  of  Israel.  The  paalm  is  uatioual  or  con- 
gregation al. 

BlesB  the  Lord,  O  my  soul : 
And  all  that  is  within  nie,  bless  liis  holy  name. 
Bless  the  Ivord,  O  my  soul, 
And  forget  not  all  his  benefits  : 
Who  for^iveth  all  thine  iniquities. 
And  heaieth  nil  thy  diseases ; 
Who  redcemeth  thy  life  from  the  pit, 

And  crowneth  thee  with  lovingkindness  and  tender 
mercies ; 

Who  satisfieth  thy  bouI  with  good  things. 

So  that  thy  youth  ia  renewed  like  the  eagle's. 

The  Lord  executeth  righteousncBs 

And  judgement  for  all  that  are  oppressed. 

He  made  known  Ids  ways  unto  MoscSj 

His  acts  unto  the  children  of  Israel. 

The  Lord  is  merciful  and  gracious, 

Slow  to  tinger,  and  plenteous  in  mercy. 

He  will  not  always  cliide  : 

Neither  will  he  keep  his  anger  for  ever. 

He  hath  not  dealt  with  115  after  our  sins ; 

Nor  rewarded  us  according  to  our  iniquities. 

For  as  the  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth, 

So  great  is  his  mercy  toward  them  that  fear  him. 

As  far  as  the  east  is  from  the  west, 
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So  far  hath  he  removed  our  transg^reasions  from  u«. 

Like  aB  a  father  pitieth  his  children, 

So  the  Lord  pHieth  them  that  fear  liim. 

For  he  knoweth  our  frame ; 

He  reineinbereth  that  we  are  dust. 

As  for  oitin.  Ids  days  are  as  jrrass : 

As  a  flower  of  the  field,  ao  he  fiuurisheth. 

For  the  wind  passeth  over  it,  and  it  is  gone; 

And  the  place  thereof  shall  know  it  no  more. 

But  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  is  from  everlasting  to  ever- 
lasting upon  them  that  fear  him. 

Ami  his  righteousness  unto  cluidren's  chihlren; 

To  such  as  keep  his  covenant, 

And  to  those  that  reinemher  his  commandments  to  do 
them. 

The  Lord  hath  prepared  his  throne  in  the  heavens ; 

And  hia  kingdom  ruleth  over  all. 

Bless  the  Lord,  ye  his  angels, 

That  excel  in  Btrengthj  that  do  hia  coram  and  mentWj 

Hearkening  unto  the  voice  of  his  word. 

Bless  ye  the  Lord,  all  ye  hia  hosta ; 

Ye  ministers  of  his,  that  do  Ins  pleasure. 

Bless  the  Lord,  all  his  works 

In  all  places  of  his  dominion  ; 

Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul. 

In  the  next  psalm  note  the  poet's  U9o  of  the  later  creation  etory. 
After  God  has  formed  the  earth  Tnth  its  hiile  and  valleys,  they  art- 
at  first  still  covered  with  the  waters  of  the  groat  primaeval  deep. 
wliich  'stand  above  the  mouutaioB.'  At  the  word  of  the  croator  the 
hills  emerge,  and  the  valleys  become  visible  at  the  hottoiu. 

Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  bouI. 

O  Lord  my  God,  thou  art  very  great; 

Thou  art  clothed  witli  splendour  and  majesty. 

Thou  coverest  thyself  with  light  as  with  a  garment: 

Thou  stretchest  out  the  heavens  like  a  curtain  : 

Thou  layest  the  heams  of  thy  chambers  in  the  waters : 

Thou  makest  the  clouds  thy  chariot: 

Thou  walkeat  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind : 

Thou  makest  winds  thy  messengers ; 

Flaming  fire  thy  ministers. 

Thou  hast  fixed  the  foundations  of  the  earth, 
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That  it  should  not  be  moved  for  ever. 
Thou  didst  cover  it  M'ith  the  deep  as  with  a  garment  t 
Tlie  waters  stood  above  tbe  niouiitains. 
At  thy  n^buke  they  fled  ; 

At  the  voice  of  ttiy  thunder  they  halted  awuy— 
The  mounfciins  rose,  the  viilleys  sank — 
Unto  the  phice  which  thou  hadst  founded  for  them. 
Thou  didst  set  a  bound  that  tJiey  luay  not  pass  over ; 
That  they  turn  not  again  to  cover  the  earth. 
He  aendeth  forth  spiings  into  the  valleys. 
They  flow  between  the  hille. 
They  ijive  drink  to  everj'  beast  of  the  field ; 
The  wild  asses  quench  their  thirst. 
The  trees  of  the  Lord  are  full ; 
The  cedars  uf  Lebaiiun,  M'hich  he  hath  planted. 
There  tbe  birds  make  their  nests: 
As  for  tlie  titork,  the  fir  trees  are  lier  house. 
Upon  them  tbe  birds  of  tbe  heaven  have  their  habitation. 
They  sing  among  the  branches. 
He  wfttereth  the  bills  from  his  upper  chambers  r 
Tbe  earth  is  satisfied  with  the  fruit  of  his  works. 
He  ciLuseth  the  grass  to  grow  for  the  cattle. 
And  herb  for  tbe  service  of  tnan  : 
That  he  may  brini;:  fortli  food  out  of  tbe  earth  ; 
And  wine  that  maketh  glad  the  heart  of  man, 
Aud  oil  to  make  bis  face  to  sbitie, 
And  bread  which  strengtbeueth  man's  heart. 
The  high  hills  are  a  refuge  for  the  wild  goats  ; 
And  the  rocks  for  the  conies, 
lie  appointed  the  moon  for  set  seasons: 
Tbe  sun  knoweth  his  going  down. 
Thou  makest  darkness,  and  it  is  ntght: 
Wherein  all  tbe  beasts  of  the  forest  do  creep  forth. 
The  young  lions  raar  after  their  prey, 
And  seek  their  food  from  God. 
The  sun  ariaeth,  they  gather  themselves  together, 
And  lay  tbetii  down  in  their  dens. 

Man  goeth  forth  uuto  his  work  and  to  his  labour  until  the 
evening. 

O  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works  I 
In  wisdom  hast  thou  made  them  all : 
The  earth  is  full  of  thy  creiitures. 


'HOW    MANIFOLD    ARE   THY   WORKS*  597 

So  is  this  great  and  wide  sea. 
Wherein  are  things  creeping  limumcmble. 
Both  small  and  grefit  beasts. 
There  go  the  ships  : 

There  is  lediithan,  whom  thou  liast  made  to  play  therein. 
These  wait  all  upon  thee. 

That  thou  muycst  give  them  their  food  in  due  season. 
That  thou  givest  thetii  they  gather : 
Thou  opencst  thicit'  hand,  they  are  filled  with  good. 
Tlioii  hidest  thy  face,  they  are  troubled  : 
Thou  t'ikest  away  their  breath,  they  die, 
And  return  to  their  dust. 

Tliou  sendest  forth  thy  spirit,  they  arc  created : 
And  th(ju  renewest  the  face  of  the  earth. 
May  the  glory  of  the  Lord  endure  for  ever: 
May  the  Lord  rejoice  in  his  works. 
He  who  looketh  on  the  earth,  and  it  trembleth : 
Who  toucheth  the  mountains,  and  they  stnoke. 
I  will  sing  unto  the  Lord  as  long  as  I  live : 
I  will  sing  praitue  to  my  God  while  I  have  my  being- 
May  my  meditation  Ix'  pleasant  unto  him : 
1  will  be  glad  in  the  Lord. 
May  the  sinners  l>e  consumed  out  of  the  earth. 
And  uiay  the  wii^ked  be  no  more. 
Bless  thou  the  Lordj  O  my  soul. 
Praise  ye  the  Lord, 

The  words  '  may  Binners  be  consumed  out  of  the  earth '  in  a 

correct  transktion  of  the  Hebrew.  But  nevertheless,  with  a  small 
change  of  voailiziitioa,  the  word  '  siunei-a '  could  also  he  read  an 
'sins,'  aiid  oa  this  ts  haped  n  Jnaiiiiar  and  beautiful  story  m  the 
Talmud.  '  There  dwelt  uesir  Rabbi  Meir  some  wicked  persons  whu 
caueed  him  much  aanoyance.  He  prayed  to  God  that  tliey  might 
die.  But  big  wife  Bcruriasaid  to  him  :  "  Hew  canst  thou  act  thus 't 
It  says  iu  the  Psalms,  '  Yetamtt  CfxHaim.'  Dota  it  any,  Choieim, 
'  may  the  sianera  be  ccinsuaied  ?  '  No,  it  eays  Chaiaim,  '  may  siiu 
be  coneamed,'  And,  morfover,  look  at  the  cfmcIoBifin  of  the  verse, 
'  aud  the  wicked  sliall  be  no  more/  As  soon  as  sJu  is  ccusntaed, 
the  wicked  will  be  uo  more.  Therefore  do  thou  pray  for  those 
men  that  they  may  repent,  and  thou  the  wicked  will  be  m>  more." 
Rjtbbi  Meir  did  fo,  and  they  repented  of  their  eiu.'  The  Stoic 
moralist  Seneca  said  the  same  thing,  with  epigi-annnatic  brevity: 
Hcs  oplvnia  est  noii  actUratos  exstirptut,  sed  scekra. 
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^  26.  It  \3  intereatiug  to  find  many  of  the  ideas  in  this  glorioiu 
pealm  unttctimtcd  in  a  very  old  Kg^^ian  hymn  to  the  eun  god, 
AmoD-ila.     But  the  polytheism  aiid  inyUiolugj'  of  ihtt  Kgyptian 
ntakes  much  of  his  work  seem  foo[it<U  and  antiquated  in  our 


wnter 


^. stiquated ,_. 

eyes,  wheroas  th«  Hebrew  pbalniuit  iu  his  jiure  aud  simple  mofio- 
thelHDi  will  ucvvr  hecome  '  out  of  date/  I  will  quot«  hero  some  of 
tho  best  passages  from  the  Egyptian  hjtnn,  to  give  some  notiott  of 

its  contents. 


Amon-Ra,  tbe  chief  of  all  the  gods, 

Tbe  loni  of  tratli,  the  father  of  the  gods. 

The  maker  of  men,  the  creator  of  beasts^ 

The  lord  of  all  that  is,  the  creator  of  fruit  trees. 

The  maker  of  herba,  who  causes  the  cattle  to  live. 

Maker  of  thinking  belugs  (i.e.  man)  .  .  . 
Who  hears  them,  if  they  pray  to  liim  iu  distress. 
Who  is  of  kindly  heart  to  those  who  call  mjou  him. 
He  delivers  the  timid  from  the  hand  of  the  proud. 
He  judges  the  poor  and  the  mighty. 

Thou  nniqne  form,  who  created  all  existence^ 

Thou  one  unique  creator  of  all  that  ia, 

From  whose  eyes  mankind  proceed, 

And  the  gods  wore  at  fcliy  word. 

He  crealetl  the  heiljB  that  the  cattle  might  live,  and  fruit 

trees  for  man ; 
He  causes  tho  fish  to  live  in  the  waters,  and  the  birds  in  the 

heaven : 
He  gives  breath  to  those  who  are  in  the  egg, 
He  vivifies  the  grasshopper  and  the  birds : 
He  provides  corn  for  the  rata  ia  their  holes ; 
He  lets  tlie  birds  live  on  every  tree. 

Hail  to  thee  for  all  their  jo^'s. 
The  one  alone  with  many  ainiB, 
Lying  awake  while  all  are  sleeping", 
Seeking  the  good  for  all  thy  crcatureB, 
Amon  who  sustaLnc&t  all  things, 
Turn  and  Harmachis. 
All  creatures  praiae  thee,  and  they  say, 
Praise  to  thee,  who  restest  where  we  are. 
Homage  to  thee,  who  created  us. 

Praise  be  to  thee  from  nil  creatures, 
Laud  be  to  thee  from  every  laud, 
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To  the  height  of  the  heaven,  to  ihe  breadth  of  the  earthj,  to 

the  (leptlis  of  the  sea. 
The  gods  how  down  before  thy  Majesty, 

They  rejoice  wheu  thou  who  haht  produced  them  drawest  nenr; 
They  say  to  thee,  Cuinc  in  peace, 
Father  of  the  fathers  of  all  the  gotls  ; 
"Who  raised  the  heaven,  who  fixed  the  earth. 

Maker  of  what  is,  creator. of  all  existence, 
Sovereign  of  life,  health  and  strength,  chief  of  the  gods, 
We  praise  thy  Spirit,  for  that  thou  madest  us, 
Thy  creatures  are  we,  who  ^avest  birth  to  us. 

Praise  be  to  thee,  who  didst  create  all  exiateucCj 
Lord  of  tnitii,  father  of  the  gods, 
Creator  of  men,  maker  uf  beasts, 

Lord  of  grains, 
Who  cauaest  all  the  beaats  of  the  field  to  live. 


§  27.  I  have  already  pointed  out  that  the  Hebrew  Prophete 
placed  their  Golden  Age  iu  the  future,  and  not  in  the  past.  And 
foUowiug  them  thia  has  evtr  been  the  doctrine  and  the  hope  of 
Judaism  and  of  tho  Jewish  religion.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  Psalmist 
ae  well  as  the  hope  of  the  Prophet,  and  it  became  tlie  hope  of  the 
Sage  as  well  as  the  hope  of  the  Singer. 

Let  me  here  give  as  a  connterbalanciug  picture  (and  a  picture 
of  far  higher  reltgioua  wortli)  to  the  picture  of  Paradise,  some  few 
fresh  aud  additional  passages,  m  wJiich  the  Hebrew  yearnings  for 
a  gocal  time  to  come  have  found  noble  and  dignified  ex|)rei^eioii. 
We  muat  rememlier  that  the  Hebrew  prophet  or  psalmiet  was  first 
and  foremost  a  Hebrew,  aud  therefore  the  first  clement  in,  his 
dream  or  auticipatiou  of  the  future  ia  always  the  freedom  aud  the 
glory  of  his  people.  But  both  psalraisit  and  prophet  rise  far  above 
this  merely  national  hope. 

We  know  already  how  their  national  aapiraliona  and  their 
religioua  aspirationa  were  mingled  together,  aud  I  have  indicated 
how  thia  wiis  in  somo  re&pects  a  good,  and  in  some  respects  an  evil. 
Within  their  own  people  the  one  aspiration  hardly  interCered  wHth 
the  other.  They  longed  for,  they  prayed  (br,  they  belii;ved  tliem- 
selves  bidden  by  God  to  proclaim  the  comiug  of,  a  time  whea  justice 
inid  mercy  should  reigu  eupreme  on  earth,  aud  whi-n  all  lyracl 
aJiould  know  tho  Lord.  Wo  saw  how  Jeremiah  taught  tliat  in 
those  days  there  would  he  a  new  covenant,  inward,  not  outward, 
by  virtue  of  which  all  would  do  the  right  aud  live  holy  Uvea 
through  free  impulao  aud  deaire.  Their  heart  would  be  set  God- 
wards  and  goodwards.     We  saw  how  KzcUiel  practically  taught 
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u  similar  doctrine.     The  heart  of  stone  would  be  excliaoged  for 
Ihf  licurt  of  fleeh,  and  iniquity  sliouhl  cense. 

lint  the  glory  of  God  would  not  yet  he  satipfied.  It  was  borne 
in  u]»ou  the  Hebrew  prophctB  that  Gcxl's  purpose  iu  human  hii^tory 
cnuld  not  Ije  fulfilled  uiile&a  all  men,  and  Dot  oue  race  ouly,  should 
kuuw  him  and  pniiee  him  fvcii  as  Israel— unless  justice  aud  luercy 
should  prerail  in  all  the  countries  of  the  onrih,  and  not  only  in 
Palestine.  So  they  were  able  to  partly  triumph  over  their  own 
exclusive  and  purely  outioual  aKpiratioiis.  Of  this  too  we  have 
already  heard.  We  saw  huw  the  nutlmr  of  Solomon's  prayer 
tiiMught  of  the  foreigner  as  well  «s  of  tlie  Israelite,  and  how  tlw 
motive  was  'that  all  the  peoplee  of  the  earth  may  know  thy  naoie, 
to  fear  thee,  as  do  tby  people  Israel.*  We  have  listened  to  the 
noble  fragment  which  assured  the  '  foreigner '  that  he  could  b<?coniB 
us  'near'  lo  the  Lord  a»  the  Jew,  Bceing  that  the  Lord's  house 
should  be  called  a  houpe  of  praj'er  for  all  peoples.  And  we  listened 
to  the  high  utteriincM  of  the  Rpcond  IsAi;ih,  who  found  the  teci-et 
and  the  cause  of  Israers  vocalioD  aymbolizwi  in  his  title  of  the 
Lunl's  Servant,  and  realized  iu  hhi  diffusiou  of  true  religiuu  among 
all  the  natioua  of  the  world. 

§  28.  Some  one  hundred  and  H»xty  yenra  ai^r  the  second  visit 
of  Xebemiah  tlifi  .K-ws  (as  we  sliall  hear  in  my  next,  volume)  werw 
engirt  by  two  jj^reat  kingdoniB,  the  Egyptian  kingdom  of  the  Ptole- 
nnes  and  the  Syrian  kingdoni  of  the  Seleucida.  They  had  never 
become  an  independent  state,  and  at  that  particular  point  of  time 
they  were  the  sabju'tttn  of  the  kingd<nn  of  Egypt.  And  it  was 
prohalily  then  that  a  prophetic  editor  of  an  older  prophecy  con- 
ceived the  noble  idea  of  these  two  great  kingdoniH  of  the  world 
(they  almost  mmfa  up  the  world  to  un  UEtravelled  Judaean)  becom- 
ing piirtners  witii  Israel  in  the  service  and  the  praise  of  God.  He 
added  on  this  striking  appendix  to  a  pixjphecy  against  Kgypt,  and 
adopting  the  langnafje  of  the  past,  he  eipejiks  tif  old  As&yrift  M-heu 
he  means  the  newer  Seleucid  Syria.  The  Ci-s-t  pait  of  this  ajijiendix 
is  diflicull,  and  I  sball  not  attempt  to  explain  it  here;  but  the 
niagiiificeut  width  of  hope  inid  vision,  the  hroad-miuded  and  liberal 
religiouFness  nf  the  la&t  short  section,  need  uo  commentary  or  ex- 
pltttiatiou.     They  speak  for  themselves. 

In  that  day  shall  there  be  an  altar  to  the  Lord  in  the 

midst  of  the  land  of  Kg'vpt,  and  a  pillar  at  the  border  thereof 
to  the  Lord.  And  it  shall  be  for  a  sign  and  for  a  witness 
unto  the  Lord  of  hosts  in  the  land  of  Egypt :  for  they  shall 
cry  utito  the  Lord  becausn  of  the  opprcHsors.,  and  he  shiUI 
Reinl  them  n  saviour,  arid  a  chiimpion,  and  he  shall  deliver 


'  BLESSED  BE  EGVPT  MY  PEOPLE  * 

tlicm.  And  the  Lord  shall  make  himself  known  to  Egj'pt, 
and  the  Kgyptiaus  shidl  know  the  Lord  in  that  day,  and 
ahiiH  do  sacrifice  ftnid  ohiation ;  yea,  they  shall  vow  a  vow 
unto  the  Lord,  and  perform  it.  And  the  Lord  shall  smite 
Egypt :  he  Rhiill  sniite  and  heal  it :  and  tlicy  shall  return 
even  to  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  he  intreated  of  them,  and 
shall  heal  them. 

lu  that  (lay  shall  there  be  a  highway  out  of  Egj'pt  to 
AsHyria,  and  the  Assyrian  shall  come  into  E^ypt,  and  the 
Egyptian  into  Assyria,  and  the  Eg)'^ptiaiis  shall  serve  with 
the  Assyrians.  In  that  day  shall  Israel  be  the  third  with 
Eg^ypt  and  with  Assyria,  even  a  Ijlessing  in  the  midst  of  the 
earth :  whom  the  Lord  of  hosts  shall  hiess,  saying.  Blessed 
he  E^ypt  my  people,  and  Assyria  the  work  of  my  hands,  and 
Israel  mine  inheritance. 

Tliere  is  another  famous  prophecy  of  the  future  ia  the  book  of 
Isaiah,  which  may  qnite  poasibly  be  from  the  pen  of  the  great 
prophet  liimself.  In  that  case  it  would  he  aoine  two  thousand  mx 
huadred  years  old.  It  does  not  coucera  itself  with  the  outside 
world,  hut  givea  &  fair  picture  of  a  blissful  etiito  of  things  w  Israel, 
when  a  scion  of  the  royal  house  of  JJavid  should  rule  ia  righteous- 
nees  over  his  i>eoplo.  and  when  even  the  animal  worM  should  be  in 
harmony  with  the  human  peace  and  gnodneBa  that  reign  BUpreine. 
It  is  poatibla  that  there  may  here  be  a  passing  allusion  to  old 
paradise  storiea,  iu  which  the  wild  beasts  were  nut  yet  wild,  and 
like  mnn  lived  on  herbage.  In  the  blissful  future  these  wondere, 
BO  the  prophet  declares,  will  be  repeated.  But  whether  we  are  to 
take  his  words  literally,  or  as  a  mere  symbol  and  picture  of  peace 
and  justice  and  union,  no  man  can  say.  The  ideal  Icing  of  the 
future  here  predicted  is  often  called  the  Messiah,  thnt  is  the  Anointed 
one,  but  he  is  never  eo  called  by  the  Hebrew  prophets  themeelves, 
who  indeed  very  rarely  allude  to  aitch  a  personage  at  all.  The 
Lord's  Anointed  is  a  phrase  familiar  to  ua  in  tlie  story  of  David 
and  elsewhere.  To  the  Second  If^aiah  the  Loid'e  anointed  is 
CjTUB :  for  the  restored  Israel  he  does  not  seem  to  anticipate 
a  kingly  goveraraent.  The  idejil  king  in  the  present  passage  is 
tilled  with  the  epuit  of  the  Lord,  wheieby  he  ia  endowed  with  such 
wiudom  that  he  needs  no  long  invtstigation  to  judge  aright,  and 
ftith  Bucli  jKJwer  that  the  very  breath  of  hia  Hpe  can  blay  the 
wicked.  But  though  the  spirit  of  God  is  a  spirit  of  knowledge,  it 
is  also  a  spirit  of  reverence.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  as  much 
a  virtue  ol  the  wise  and  niighty  monarch  iia  of  the  humblest 
pcasimt  iu  lib  laud. 
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Aud  thorc  shall  conic  forth  n  shoot  out  of  the  stock  of 
JcsBf,  and  a  brunch  shall  gruw  uut  uf  his  roots.  And  the 
spirit  uf  the  t^)rd  shall  rest  upon  him,  the  spirit  of  wisdom 
and  underBtJuiding,  tlic  gpirit  of  couimcl  and  might,  the 
spirit  of  knowleil^  and  or  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  And  he 
shall  not  jiid^e  after  the  sip^ht  of  his  eyes,  neither  arbitrate 
after  the  heurinif  of  his  ears :  hut  with  rigliteousncss  shall 
he  judge  the  jioor,  and  arhitnite  with  equity  for  the  meek  of 
the  ewrth.  And  he  shall  emite  the  terrihle  with  the  rod  of  his 
mouth,  and  with  the  hre:tth  of  his  lips  shall  he  stay  the 
wicked.  Aud  righteousness  shall  be  the  ijirdle  of  his  loins^ 
and  faithfuhiess  the  girdle  of  his  rcine.  The  wolf  also  shall 
dwell  with  the  lamb,  aud  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the 
kid ;  aud  the  calf  and  the  young  lion  and  the  fatling 
togetlier;  and  a  little  child  shall  lead  them.  Aud  the  cow 
and  the  befU'  shall  feed ;  their  young  ones  shall  lie  dowu 
together :  and  the  lion  shall  eat  straw  like  the  ox.  And  the 
Buckuig  cluld  sball  play  on  the  hole  of  the  asp,  and  the 
H-eaned  child  shall  put  his  liand  on  the  viper's  den.  They 
shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain :  for  the 
earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the 
waters  cover  the  sea. 

One  more  daring  anticipation  of  tlie  future  shall  be  qnoted  from 
the  prnpheticnl  literature.  It  occurs  twice :  once  in  the  book  of 
Isaiah,  and  ouce  iu  the  book  of  Micah.  It  is  a  daring  anticipatiou, 
but  it  is  flW  a  very  great  one.  It  predicts  for  the  '  ufttT-daya '  of 
huniaaity  an  age  of  univer&id  Peace,  and  this  Teace  is  u  Peace  of 
God.  The  Peace  depends  on  Religion,  and  Israel's  God  is  tlie 
Divine  Teaolicr  of  this  Religiuu,  for  other  God  there  is  nona. 
Jerusalem,  as  the  poKtical  capital  of  Israel,  is,  us  we  might  eay, 
absorbed  and  swalluwod  ap  by  its  new  positlOb  as  the  religious 
meti'Opoli&  of  the  world. 


And  it  shall  come  to  pass  iji  the  after-days,  that  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord's  house  shall  he  ee^t^blishefl  on  the 
highest  of  the  moimtuins,  and  shall  be  exalted  above  the  hills : 
and  all  nations  shall  flow  unto  it.  And  many  peoples  shall  mj 
and  say.  Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountaiu  of  the 
Lord,  to  the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob  j  and  he  will  teach 
ug  of  his  waySj  and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths :  for  out  of 
Ziou  shall  go  forth  the  law^  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from 
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Jcrusiilcm.  And  he  shixU  judge  between  the  nations,  and 
shall  arbitrate  for  many  peoples :  and  they  shall  beat  their 
swords  into  ploughshares,  and  their  spears  into  pruiiinghookg; 
nation  Bhall  not  lift  up  sworfl  against  uatiou,  neither  shall 
they  learn  war  any  more. 

It  ia  of  this  fragment  of  prophecy  that  the  wise  and  learned 
Prof.  Bteinthol  has  said ;  ilijluirea  ah  jenen  Fraginent  gibt's  auf 
Erden  niclu.  'Thau  this  iragmeut  Iheio  is  nothing  greater  pn 
earth.' 

§  29.  The  lyric  poets,  or  PsalmietB,  reproduced  these  prophetic 
anticipations  in  their  own  way.  We  have  heard  some  sucli  pro- 
phetic echoes  already.  But  I  should  like  to  quute  once  more  the 
lovely  hymn  wluch  we  have  used  already  ou  p.  541,  &b  a  BOi-t  of 
antidote  to  the  exclnBiTeness  of  Xehemiah. 

God  be  merciful  unta  us,  and  bless  us, 

And  cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  us  ; 

That  thy  way  may  be  knorni  upon  earth. 

Thy  salvation  anion^  all  nations. 

Let  the  peoples  praise  thee,  O  God ; 

Let  all  the  peoples  praise  thee. 

O  let  the  nations  be  glad  and  sing  for  joy, 

That  thou  i-ulest  the  peoples  with  equity. 

And  leadest  the  nations  upon  earth. 

Let  the  peoples  praise  thee,  O  God ; 

Let  all  the  peoples  praise  thee. 

The  earth  hath  yielded  her  increase : 

The  Lord  onr  God  hath  blessed  us. 

God  shall  bless  iis ; 

And  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  fear  liini. 

And  ono  more  very  favourite  psalm  of  my  own  I  will  here  quote, 
written  perhaps  at  ahout  the  same  time  as  the  noble  prophecy  on 
p.  600,  in  which  the  highest  anticipatiynti  of  an  expnndiug  aud 
univie-rsal  Juduiam  are  given  lyrio  and  poetical  eipreasion.  It  ia 
JL  short  psalm,  t)ut  very  difficult,  and  the  text  may  here  and 
there  be  corrupt.  I  shall  quote  it  in  Prof.  Cbeyiie's  trauslution. 
The  eubjeet  of  the  Psulm  is  the  expansion  of  jadnisia.  Rahab 
stands  for  Egj'pt,  and  Babylon  For  Syria.  Thus  the  localiticM 
uamed  comprise  together  the  '  World  as  known  to  the  pRalmist,' 
tlio  world,  at  any  rate,  with  which  he  was  immediately  concerned. 
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Tlie  poet  longitigty  looks  forward  to  n  time  iu  which  the  peoples  of 
all  these  kingJoiiia  and  states  sliall  bo  ae  it  were  spiritually  born 
anew  as  religious  citizens  of  JeiUfcnleni.  They,  na  well  as  Isruel, 
shall  be  God's  vutarics,  and  they  tin  well  aa  Israel  shall  ackiiow- 
\edgt  that  the  source  and  fouutaiii  of  their  religious  life  is  the 
mount  of  '/Aon.  Refore  the  spiritunl  union  of  a  common  faith  the 
carnal  differences  of  race  and  blouil  fall  utterly  away. 

His  foundation  upon  the  holy  inouutiiius, 

Yea,  the  gates  of  Zion  the  Lord  lovelh 

Morn  than  all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob. 

Ilonounihle  things  are  spoken  of  thee, 

Thon  city  of  Ood  : 

Uuhab  and  Babyh)n  I  proclaim  my  votaries  ; 

Bthold  Philistin  and  1"yre  with  Ethiopia — 

ThiB  one  waa  born  there. 

And  concerning  Zion  it  shall  be  said: 

Kiich  and  every  one  was  lH>rn  in  her; 

.^nd  he,  the  most  Hi/(h,  shall  stahliah  her. 

The  Lord  shall  reckon,  when  he  writes  down  the  peoples : 

Thia  one  was  born  there. 

And  singers  as  well  as  dancers,  (sweUhig  the  antheiu)  : 

All  my  fountains  are  in  thee  1 

§  30.  With  this  noble  lyric,  instinct  with  the  highest  aspirations 
of  Jiidflisro  upon  oar  lips  and  in  our  henrts,  let  iiB  pause.  With  it 
the  first  volume  of  my  Bible  for  Home  Beading  may  fitly  close. 
And  yet  I  think  there  should  be  ouc  quotation  more — a  quotatiou 
from  the  Pentutoucb,  and  more  jirecisely  ft-om  '  the  later  law-book.' 
It  is  the  priestly  BlesBing  of  tho  people  which,  according  to  the 
wiiter  of  that  code,  was  instituted  by  Moses.  DouhtleBs  the  Bless- 
ing waa  alreudy  very  ancient  in  the  days  when  the  law-book  waa 
written,  but  how  old  it  is  and  who  compoi^ed  it  no  mtin  ctiu  eay. 
Being  traditional,  it  was  regarded  as  Mosaic.  This  blessing  is 
still  used  on  iminy  solemn  dccosiong  by  na  to-day,  and  surely  it 
is  a  bleasiug  taich  a^;  we  should  always  wish  to  use,  and  with  which, 
if  grajiled,  we  should  iiidei'd  be  lileaacd.  It  does  not  hurt  us  here 
in  the  leaEt,  that  G-cd  is  spoken  of  iu  language  literally  applicahle 
only  to  man.  All  of  us  can  undert-tond  the  meaning,  and  give  to 
the  seiiauous  images  their  spiritual  interpretation.  And  bo  we 
close  the  first  volume  of  our  Bible  with  a  prayer  for  Pbacb.  And 
as  our  last  word  is  Peace,  so  our  lost  thought  is  of  God,  the 
ultimate  Author  of  the  i>eace  for  which  we  pray. 
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And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying.  Speak  unto 
Aaron  and  unto  his  sons,  saying.  On  this  wise  ye  shall  bless 
the  children  of  Israel,  saying  unto  them. 

The  Lord  bless  thee,  and  keep  thee : 

The  Lord  make  his  face  to  shine  upon  thee,  and  be  gracious 
unto  thee : 

The  Lord  lift  up  his  countenance  upon  thee,  and  give  thee 
peace. 
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